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College Celebrates the Naming of 
the Bhupesh Parikh Student Hall

Cerritos College celebrat-
ed the naming of the Bhupesh 
Parikh Student Hall on Sept. 
21. In June, Bhupesh and 
Kumud Parikh established 
the Kumud Parikh Family 
Endowed Scholarship in the 
amount of $125,000 for Cer-
ritos College students and 
pledged to raise $25,000 for 
additional scholarships, total-
ing $150,000 toward student 
success.

More than 200 guests 
joined the evening to cel-
ebrate the Parikh family’s 
generosity, including Dr. Jas-

LA County to Assess American Indian  
and Alaska Native Homelessness

The Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors unani-
mously approved a motion by 
Board Chair Janice Hahn and 
Supervisor Hilda Solis to as-
sess and address the specific 
needs of American Indian and 
Alaska Native (AIAN) indi-
viduals experiencing home-
lessness in LA County.

“A dark history of racism, 
genocide, and systemic dis-
crimination make American 
Indians more likely to experi-
ence poverty and homeless-
ness,” said Supervisor Jan-
ice Hahn. “We need a better 
understanding of how many 
members of these communi-
ties are experiencing home-
lessness and we need to put in 
place culturally-inclusive ser-
vices to help lift them off the 

Cerritos Towne Center will host a free, family-friendly Halloween Spookfest from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 31 in the Edwards Stadium 10 courtyard near Starbucks. There will be 
a trick-or-treating station where kids can pick up bags to go trick-or-treating across the center, plus games and crafts, along with a DJ playing fun, Halloween-themed music. Be on the look-
out for a Halloween character roaming the property for spooky fun photo opps!

streets and into homes.”
Los Angeles County is 

home to the largest popula-
tion of American Indians and 
Alaska Natives in the United 
States. A history of systemic 
racism and genocide mean 
that this population endures 
disproportionate symptoms of 
intergenerational trauma (e.g. 
mental health, chronic disease, 
substance use, and economic 
disparities). While these dis-
parities put AIAN communi-
ties at greater risk for home-
lessness, tracking the specific 
statistics associated with these 
disparities represents a great 
challenge.

“Homelessness among 
American Indians and Alaska 

See LA County Homelessness Page 4

vant Modi, Navneet Chugh, 
Pratima Doshi, Anand Rao, 
and Primal Shah. The Parikhs 
have a long history of philan-
thropy in higher education, 
community colleges and four-
year institutions in the Unit-
ed States. The family has a 
strong connection to Cerritos 
College through their com-
munity and business partner-
ships in the City of Artesia. 
The City has a thriving Indian 
community in Southern Cali-
fornia.

“It just feels right to sup-
port Cerritos College and its 

students. The campus is beau-
tiful and open to the com-
munity. Most importantly, it 
provides a high quality edu-
cation for students, many of 
whom are from economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds,” 
said Mr. Parikh. "If we give to 
the small community colleges 
where we live and work, and 
where we make money, that 
is beneficial. It is our way of 
saying thank you to America."

Bhupesh immigrated to 
the United States in 1960 
from Kadi, India. He earned 
his M.S. in structural engi-
neering from the University 
of Southern California in 
1964 and began a successful 
commercial real estate devel-
opment practice, Pari Enter-
prises in Glendale, Califor-
nia. He is a founding trustee 
of Shreeji Temple located in 
Southern California and two 
local banks. 

See Bhupesh Parikh Page 2
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published bi-weekly. Contents 
of the newspaper may not be 
reproduced without the written 
permission from the Publisher. 
All submissions for publica-
tion become the property of the 
Gateway Guardian and will not 
be returned. The paper does not 
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published. All submissions are 
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The Gateway Guardian is grate-
ful for the following guest writers 
who have submitted articles and 
have contributed to the sucess of 
the newspaper: Brad Beach, Edna 
Ethington, Dr. Bob Hughlett,  
Leah Nass and many more.

Ad deadline is the Friday before 
publication date. Camera-ready 
copy is accepted or custom ads 
may be designed by the staff.

  Newspaper, Inc.

Declared a legally adjudi-
cated newspaper of general 
circulation on June 7, 2016, 
in the County of Los Angeles 
by Court Case BS-159353

LOCAL NEWS

Next School  
Board Meeting:  
Nov. 5  • 7 p.m.

District Office: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

Ricardo Lois Named New  
Principal of Gahr High School

The ABC Unified School 
District’s Board of Education 
approved Ricardo Lois Princi-
pal of Gahr High School at the 
Oct. 1, 2019 Board Meeting. 

“Mr. Lois has done an 
outstanding job as Principal 
at Fedde Middle School,” 
said Superintendent Dr. Mary 
Sieu. “His work ethic, atti-
tude, and abilities will only 
add to the great tradition of 
academics and career readi-
ness that Gahr High School 
has demonstrated for many 
years.”

Mr. Lois has served the 
students of the ABC Unified 
School District since 2004. 
He has served as Principal at 
Fedde Middle School since 
2013. During his tenure at 
Fedde, the school was recog-
nized several times for aca-
demic achievement including 
being named as a National 
Forum for Middle School 
Reform School to Watch and 
earning an Educational Re-
sults Partnership Honor Roll 
School designation. 

“Although I will miss 
the students, families and the 

Mental Health Professionals 
Now in All ABCUSD Schools

The ABC Unified School 
District has taken a bold step 
to meet the growing need of 
its students’ overall health by 
placing mental health profes-
sionals at every school site. 
A total of 34 mental health 
professionals will be placed 
in the District’s schools, with 
one at each elementary school 
and at Tracy High School, and 
two each at the three compre-
hensive high schools.

“Kids today have ad-
ditional and more complex 
challenges than in the past, 
and quite simply schools are 
expected to do more,” said 
Board of Education President 
Ernie Nishii. “Family chal-
lenges, financial challenges, 
technological challenges are 
all major impediments to aca-
demic performance. Educa-
tion involves the whole per-
son, and social and psycho-
logical health is a critical el-
ement to the life success that 
our kids need.”

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
estimates that one in five chil-
dren and adolescents experi-
ence mental health issues dur-
ing their school years. These 

Cerritos College Alumnus 
Leaves $2.3M Estate Gift for 
Woodworking Scholarships

The Cerritos College 
Foundation announced Cer-
ritos College alumnus, the 
late John B. Smith, Jr., left a 
$2.3 million gift from his es-
tate to support the College’s 
acclaimed woodworking pro-
gram.  Mr. Smith designated 
the multimillion-dollar gift 
for woodworking scholar-
ships. It is the largest finan-
cial donation the College has 
received.

“We are truly humbled 
and inspired by Mr. Smith 
and his family’s generosity,” 
said Dr. Jose Fierro, presi-
dent/superintendent, Cerritos 
College. “Mr. Smith’s gift 
will help students attain ad-
vanced skills in woodwork-
ing and master the artistry of 
woodcrafts for many years to 
come.”

Mr. Smith established a 
trust to create a woodwork-
ing scholarship fund at Cer-
ritos College following his 
and his mother’s death. Mr. 
Smith was born in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, and graduated 
from North High School in 
Torrance, California in 1962. 

He worked as an engi-
neering draftsman in the aero-
space industry for ten years. 
He took woodworking cours-
es at Cerritos College before 
moving to Paso Robles, Cali-
fornia, where he lived at the 
time of his passing. He also 
donated his woodworking 
equipment, including a drill 

entire Fedde team, I am ex-
cited about leading at the high 
school level,” said Dr. Wise. 
“Those who have served as 
Principal at Gahr High School 
have left a meaningful legacy, 
and I look forward to contrib-
uting to the school and com-
munity.”

Before his tenure as Prin-
cipal at Fedde Middle School, 
Mr. Lois served as Assis-
tant Principal, Dean of Stu-
dents, and School Counselor 
at Fedde. He also served as 
School Counselor at Cerritos 
High School. He spent time at 
both the Lennox School Dis-
trict and Inglewood Unified 
School District before coming 
to ABCUSD.

Ricardo Lois earned his 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Sociology at California State 
University, Long Beach, his 
Masters of Arts Degree in 
Education and Counseling at 
California State University, 
Dominguez Hills and is com-
pleting his Doctorate Degree 
in Educational Leadership at 
California State University, 
Long Beach.

issues include stress, anxiety, 
bullying, family problems, 
depression, learning disabili-
ties, along with alcohol and 
substance abuse. So, having 
a mental health professional 
students can visit while at 
school is a valuable resource.

“This is clearly the right 
move for our students and 
families,” said ABCUSD Su-
perintendent Dr. Mary Sieu. 
“Our main focus is our stu-
dents. By placing these men-
tal health professionals in 
each school, we are giving 
our students a new resource 
to help them thrive.”

The District has a strong 
track record of assisting stu-
dents and families with mental 
health services through exist-
ing programs. Through the 
Positive Behavior Intervention 
and Support (PBIS) program, 
a multi-tiered system of sup-
port is offered to support the 
academic, behavioral, and 
socio-emotional needs of stu-
dents. The District’s continued 
partnership with interns, both 
Masters of Social Work and 
Personnel Services Credential, 
support the work of the School 
Mental Health Professionals.

press and bandsaw, to the 
College.

The Foundation will es-
tablish the John B. Smith 
Scholarship Fund to benefit 
students enrolled in wood-
working courses at Cerritos 
College. Scholarships will 
be available starting later this 
year.

Cerritos College has of-
fered woodworking courses 
for more than four decades. 
The program emphasizes 
hands-on training and real-
world experience. All class-
es are project-focused. The 
College offers more than 40 
classes, including faceframe 
and frameless cabinet con-
struction, CNC woodwork-
ing, architectural millwork, 
table and casegood construc-
tion, hand tools, woodturning, 
and veneering.

“Woodworking can be a 
very rewarding career for stu-
dents who are just graduating 
from high school or people 
looking to develop a highly 
skilled hobby,” said Reuben 
Foat, Cerritos College wood-
working program chair. “The 
job market for woodworking 
is very strong with careers that 
range from cabinet makers, 
furniture finishers, machine 
operators, and craft wood-
working artists. Students who 
complete the program gener-
ally are incredibly satisfied 
working within this meaning-
ful and gratifying vocation.”  

The Jain Center of South-
ern California recognized 
Bhupesh for his outstanding 
contribution in the construc-
tion of the Jain Bhavan in 
1988. Subsequently, Kumud 
is a well-known Gujarati liter-
ary author who has published 
three short-story collections.

The Kumud Parikh Fam-
ily Endowed Scholarship 
is currently receiving gifts 
from friends and family. In-
dian American donors can 
have their names added to the 
Thank You to America Wall, 
which will be housed in the 
Bhupesh Parikh Student Hall.

Bhupesh Parikh Student Hall From 
Page 1

The Social Awareness Forum is a one day event to engage 
local community members, students, professionals, and youth in 
dialogue to raise awareness and foster social change. This forum 
is run entirely by local organizations that are based in Cerritos, CA 
and/or surrounding cities to maximize the community outreach. The 
1st annual Social Awareness Forum will explore different workshop 
topic such as:

- Police & Community Relations
- Juvenile Justice – Know Your Rights
- 2020 Election
- 2020 Census
- Church Role in Today’s Social Climate
- Human Trafficking
These along with other topics will be discussed in addition to our 

afternoon luncheon where resources and keynote speaker will be 
available to all participants. We are at a pivotal point in our nation and 
it is more important now than ever that we are AWARE AND AWAKE. 
Please plan to join us for this FREE event, which is open to everyone!

Is There a 
Streetlight Out?

If you would like to report a streetlight outage or a 
malfunctioning streetlight, please visit the Southern 

California Edison website at:
www.sce.com 
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MAJOR DROP SITES: 
Pick up your copy of the paper at one 

of the following locations. 
ABC School District Office
Ave 3 Pizza, Subs & Catering 
Cerritos Chamber Office
Cerritos City Hall & Library
Cerritos Park East

Cerritos Senior Center 
Cerritos Sheriff’s Station
Don Knabe Regional Park
Mimi’s Cafe
and many more!Email your letter to:

mkimsey007@verizon.net

•  Letters must be no more than 
200 words, typed and double 
spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the 
author and must include the 
author’s address and phone 
number.

Confidential Help for 
Veterans and Their Families

Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts Presents Exciting November Lineup

The Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts (CCPA) 
is pleased to present a packed 
and exciting schedule for the 
month of November.

Share a night of belly-
aching laughs with Louie An-
derson and Rita Rudner, who 
kick off the month with "He 
Said, She Said" on Friday, No-
vember 1 at 8 p.m. Named one 
of the "100 Greatest Stand-
Up Comedians of All Time," 
two-time Emmy winner An-
derson hosted "Family Feud" 
and is the producer-creator of 
the acclaimed animated series 
"Life With Louie." Rudner's 
humorous comedy routines 
about life, men and relation-
ships have earned her national 
acclaim and multiple honors 
– including an American Com-
edy Award. The comedians 
perform individually. Ticket 
prices start at $60.

In "The Debut," multi-
platinum recording artist 
Jackie Evancho matches her 
extraordinary voice to Broad-
way's New American Song-
book, giving classic Broadway 
hits a fresh, more modern spin. 
Evancho will be the first re-
cording artist to embrace this 
rich body of work and re-in-
vent it as her own. Check her 
out when she returns to the 
CCPA on Saturday, November 
2 at 8 p.m. Tickets start at $70.

Comedian Colin Mochrie 
presents "HYPROV: Improv 
Under Hypnosis" with Asad 
Mecci on Sunday, November 

3 at 7 p.m. After master hyp-
notist Mecci hypnotizes ran-
dom audience members, the 
funny legend of "Whose Line 
Is It Anyway?" manipulates 
them and turns the show into 
an improv extravaganza full of 
music, "horse" races and lots 
of laughter. Each show is guar-
anteed to be entirely original 
and completely unforgettable! 
Tickets start at $45.

Escape to the land of Italy 
and bathe in its rich culture 
with the sounds of The Four 
Italian Tenors. For the first 
time in the United States, the 
foursome presents a program 
of the most beloved Italian Op-
era arias and songs, fusing wit 
and charm with romanticism, 
lyricism, verve and vivacity. 
The tenors perform on Friday, 
November 8 at 8 p.m. Tickets 
start at $60.

It's going to be a hot night 
when Emmy winner Benise un-
veils his spectacular new PBS 
production "Fuego!" on Sat-
urday, November 9 at 8 p.m. 
The musician debuts all new 
music, dance and costumes on 
a romantic and exotic journey 
of music and dance that cel-
ebrates the fire, passion and 
spirit of Spain. Tickets start at 
$55. A limited availability VIP 
Meet and Greet with premier 
seating is available for $95.

Erth's Prehistoric Aquari-
um Adventure is an immersive 
experience that invites you to 
jump in and explore unknown 
ocean depths where prehistoric 
marine reptiles lived eons ago 
– and maybe live still today! 
Using technology, puppets, 
science and imagination, ac-
tors create an amazing visual 
adventure that connects young 
audiences to the real science 
of paleontology. This family-
friendly show, recommended 
for children ages 5 and older, 
is on Sunday, November 10 at 
1 p.m. and 4 p.m. Ticket prices 
start at $10. This show is spon-
sored by Cress Capital.

The National Geographic 
Live! Series presents "Mireya 
Mayor: Pink Boots and a Ma-
chete" on Thursday, Novem-
ber 14 at 7 p.m. Hailed as a 
"female Indiana Jones" and an 
inspiration to young women 
interested in science and ex-
ploration, the Emmy-nominat-
ed primatologist and wildlife 
correspondent for the National 
Geographic Channel shares 
stories of her adventures, offer-
ing a behind-the-scenes look 
at the hardships and danger 
of life in the field, along with 
the moments of discovery that 
make it all worthwhile. Tickets 
start at $45.

Davis Gaines and Dale 
Kristien are "Together, Again 
... for the First Time!" on Fri-
day, November 15 at 8 p.m. 
Twenty-five years since the 
record-breaking Los Angeles 
run of Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
"The Phantom of the Opera," 
the stage veterans will perform 
solos and duets from their fa-
vorite Broadway shows, share 
stories and reminisce about 
their long careers on Broad-

way and beyond. Tickets start 
at $50.

Created in collaboration 
with the National Jazz Mu-
seum in Harlem, "Harlem 
100: Featuring Mwenso & 
The Shakes – Celebrating the 
100th Anniversary of the Har-
lem Renaissance" captures the 
sights and sounds of the city 
when legendary artists such as 
Fats Waller, Duke Ellington, 
Langston Hughes and Billie 
Holiday made it the cultural 
center of the country. The mul-
timedia production features a 
band and dancers celebrating 
the music of Waller, Elling-
ton, Holiday, Bessie Smith and 
Ethel Waters. See it Sunday, 
November 17 at 7 p.m. Tickets 
start at $50.

Rob Kapilow's 2019-2020 
"What Makes It Great?" series 
opens on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20 at 7:30 p.m. The com-
poser and the Cal State Ful-
lerton University Symphony 
Orchestra explore one of the 
greatest classical composi-
tions ever written: Ludwig van 
Beethoven's "Symphony No. 
7," which was widely consid-
ered as groundbreaking for its 
technical and emotional im-
pact. Tickets start at $55.

Paul Anka comes to the 
CCPA at 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
November 21 with "Anka 
Sings Sinatra: His Songs, My 
Songs, My Way." The Song-

writers Hall of Famer delivers 
his hits, which include "Diana," 
"Crazy Love," "Lonely Boy" 
and "Put Your Head on My 
Shoulder," as well as legend 
Frank Sinatra's songs. Tickets 
for the show, sponsored by 
Aria Apartment Homes, start 
at $100.

Join the famed Preserva-
tion Hall Jazz Band as it em-
barks on "A Tuba to Cuba" 
journey, retracing its musical 
roots from the storied city of 
New Orleans to the shores of 
Cuba. The group returns to the 
CCPA on Saturday, November 
23 at 8 p.m. Ticket prices start 
at $50.

Los Angeles Ballet pres-
ents "The Nutcracker" at 5 
p.m. on Saturday, November 
30 and 1 p.m. on Sunday, De-
cember 1. The company stays 
true to the traditions of the hol-
iday story with some surpris-
es! This production is set in 
1912 Los Angeles. Take home 
gifts and keepsakes from The 
Nutcracker Holiday Boutique 
and meet Clara and other char-
acters after each performance. 
Tickets for this Performance 
Partner Program start at $34. 
Children ages 3-12, students, 
seniors age 60+ and military 
personnel are eligible for a 
10-percent discount. This 
show has a no refund, no ex-
change policy.

Visit cerritoscenter.com 
to purchase tickets and select 
your seats or call (562) 916-
8500.

For the first time in the United States, the foursome presents 
a program of the most beloved Italian Opera arias and songs, 
fusing wit and charm with romanticism, lyricism, verve, and 

vivacity.
Friday, Nov 8, 2019 at 8:00pm

Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts
18000 Park Plaza Drive

Cerritos, CA 90703
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By Scott Radcliffe

Stacked restaurant was the 
host for a Cerritos Regional 
Chamber of Commerce mixer 
and opportunity to meet the 
new President/CEO of the 
Chamber on Oct. 17.  It was 
a fun evening filled with great 
food and excellent company 
as members and visitors came 

out to meet Scott Radcliffe, 
the new Chamber President/
CEO.

Stacked owner, Paul and 
the staff put out an awesome 
spread and really made the 
evening a great event. Board 
President Desmond Thomp-
son (a.k.a. Mr. Lexus) gave a 
very warm and inspiring intro-
duction of Mr. Radcliffe.  

Mr. Radcliffe shared his 
vision for the chamber, stating 
“our goal is to be the conduit 
for the city and businesses in 
order to enhance this beauti-
ful community of Cerritos.  
Together we make each other 
better.” The outpouring and 
reception were highly exem-
plary of the tight knit commu-
nity that is Cerritos.

Kalaveras | Cantina Urbana • 383 W Fifth St • San Pedro, CA 90731

Newly Opened  

on Fifth Street!

A Modern take on Mexican Cuisine

Natives in LA County has its 
roots in centuries of discrimi-
nation. LA County will initi-
ate systemic changes to right 
this wrong,” said Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Hilda L. 
Solis, who co-authored this 
motion. 

“In order to accomplish 
this, we must recognize Native 
Americans and Alaska Natives 
often do not trust government 
agencies due to years of mar-
ginalization and mistreatment. 
LA County will adopt cultural-
ly inclusive best practices that 
will more effectively support 
American Indians and Alaska 
Natives who are experienc-
ing homelessness. We will 
embrace culturally competent 
procedures that respect and 
honor the rich history of our 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native communities.”

The motion passed in-
structs the Director of the 
Homeless Initiative, the Chief 
Executive Office (CEO), to 
collaborate with other County 
groups – including the Execu-
tive Director of the Los An-
geles Homelessness Services 
Authority and the Directors 
of Mental Health, Health Ser-
vices, Public Social Services 
and Children and Family Ser-

vices—to formally assess the 
needs of homeless AIAN indi-
viduals. 

The subsequent report 
will include a baseline count 
of homeless individuals with 
demographic statistics, rec-
ommendations on how to bet-
ter capture AIAN homeless-
ness data moving forward, 
and strategies for improv-
ing the availability of AIAN 
culturally-inclusive services 
that properly address existing 
gaps in resources for AIAN 
individuals. The report will 
also include an assessment of 
available property that can be 
used for permanent supportive 
housing that is culturally in-
clusive of AIAN individuals.

“As Supervisor Hahn's 
Native American Indian Com-
mission appointee, I want to 
thank her for taking the lead 
on our motion regarding Na-
tive American homelessness,” 
said Pat Lopez. “This popula-
tion experienced a 68 percent 
increase in homelessness last 
year. As the economy has im-
proved in general, it has not 
translated to Indian country. It 
is still in dire economic straits. 
There are no I industries in our 
Native communities. There-
fore natives come to the urban 

setting seeking economic op-
portunities and services. They 
also seek a native community 
to interact with, share ceremo-
nies and prayer circles. They 
become homeless in the pro-
cess, being far from home.”

"For too long our Ameri-
can Indian and Alaska Native 
community has been invis-
ible in the eyes of the systems 
meant to serve our most under-
resourced communities, par-
ticularly those experiencing 
homelessness,” said Andrea 
Garcia, member of the Los 
Angeles City/County Native 
American Indian Commission.

“This motion is a great 
first step in addressing basic 
data needs, culturally sup-
portive services, and an as-
sessment of land that may be 
used for supportive housing. 
Importantly, our community 
member voices have been 
centered in this effort. We are 
thrilled that Supervisors Hahn 
and Solis have chosen to sup-
port this, and we look forward 
to improving health outcomes 
and housing status of our LA 
Native community."

The motion aims to better 
enable the County to meet the 
needs of homeless AIAN indi-
viduals overall.

LA County to Assess Homelessness From 
Page 1

New Chamber President Welcomed at Chamber Mixer

Bill Expanding Exide Clean 
Up Fund Becomes Law

Legislation to expand 
the existing lead acid bat-
tery clean-up fund (AB 2153, 
Garcia 2016) by Assembly-
woman Cristina Garcia (D-
Bell Gardens) was signed by 
the Governor on Friday, Oct. 
18.  The legislation, AB 142, 
will increase the fee battery 
manufacturers pay from $1 to 
$2 and mandates all homes be 
cleaned up prior to repayment 
of the 2016 general fund loan 
of $176.6 originally set up to 
clean up less than 1/4 of the 
affected homes.  The fund is 
managed by the California 
Department of Tax and Fee 
Administration and would ap-
ply to clean-ups throughout 
the state.

“Finally, we have a 
mechanism in place to leave 
no one behind by  providing 
urgent and ongoing funding 
for clean-up of this prevent-
able, man-made environmen-
tal disaster that has plagued 
my community,” said Cristina 
Garcia.  “This is about envi-
ronmental justice and ensur-
ing we protect future genera-
tions of kids from the horrible 
effects of lead exposure.”

In 2016, Garcia succeed-
ed in passing legislation (AB 
2153) which reallocated small 
portion of an existing fee on 
new batteries purchased by 
consumers and sold by manu-
factures.  That fee created a 
Lead Acid Battery Clean Up 
Fund to compensate toxic 
contamination clean-up’s in 
thousands of homes through-
out California through the De-
partment of Toxic Substance 
Control (DTSC).  There are at 
least 16 smelting sites in Cali-
fornia communities that have 
tested positive for lead that 
would be eligible for Battery 
Fee funding.

The effects of improper 
disposal, production, and re-
cycling of lead-acid batteries 
are detrimental to our com-
munities. Lead contamina-
tion has severe consequences, 

especially for young children 
and pregnant mothers, includ-
ing cancer, birth defects, and 
other reproductive harm. No 
levels of lead exposure are 
safe for humans.

Exide, the former opera-
tor of a battery facility located 
in Vernon, CA, was believed 
to be the cause of a massive 
lead contamination found in 
surrounding communities, has 
declared bankruptcy in Cali-
fornia making the recovery of 
cleanup costs difficult. Decon-
tamination of the production 
site alone is estimated at $500 
million to $1 billion.

“The Exide lead contami-
nation is a personal issue for 
me and the communities I 
represent and live in,” added 
Garcia.  “Creating an expand-
ed clean-up fund that puts the 
people affected by these poi-
sonings—often poor, working 
class communities of color—
is long overdue.  Every com-
munity deserves clean air, 
clean water and safe play-
grounds.”

In 2018 the governor took 
initial fee proceeds from the 
2016 legislation fund to pay 
back the General Fund loan 
instead of allowing funds to 
accrue for clean-up efforts.  
Assemblywoman Garcia and 
the local environmental jus-
tice community felt that move 
was afoul of the legislative 
intent in AB 2153.  Today’s 
legislation seeks to clarify that 
intent by mandating the clean-
ups prior to General Fund re-
payment.

Assemblymember Miguel 
Santiago (D-53) and Assem-
blywoman Wendy Carrillo 
(D-51) were co-authors of this 
legislation which received 
consensus support from in-
dustry and environmental 
justice advocates.  The bill 
will likely serve as a model 
for other man-made disaster 
remediation’s given its incep-
tive policy and funding mech-
anism structure.

Sunday Live Music at Noypitz Cerritos, CA
Sun Oct 27 2019 at 07:00 pm
The Noypitz Bar and Grill Cerritos,  
11165 183rd Street Unit A165,  
Cerritos, California 90703, Cerritos
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Scare Up Some Fun at the City's Halloween Festival

The City's Halloween 
Festival offers family fun at 
Don Knabe Community Re-
gional Park on Thursday, Oct. 
31 from 5 to 9 p.m.

The extravaganza fea-
tures costume parades, enter-
tainment and game booths. 
Admission to the festival is 
free, although a nominal fee 
applies to food and rides.

All participants must 
have a ticket or wristband to 
ride. Each ride requires one 
ticket per person. Individual 
ride tickets are $2 each, and 
all-night ride wristbands are 
available for $10. Only cash 
(no bills over $20) is ac-

cepted, and tickets will not 
be sold after 8:45 p.m. Game 
booths will be offered free of 
charge.

Bring a trick-or-treat bag 
to collect candy and prizes 
after playing the carnival 
games.

For the enjoyment of 
all and pursuant to the Cer-
ritos Municipal Ordinance 
9.48.030(p), dogs, cats or pets 
are not allowed in the park 
during special events and 
concerts. Smoking, including 
electronic cigarettes, is pro-
hibited within the boundaries 
of all City of Cerritos public 
park facilities, pursuant to 

the Cerritos Municipal Ordi-
nance 9.49.020.

Happy Haunt Fun Zone
Children age 5 and 

younger are invited to enjoy 
a safe night of Halloween fun 
from 5 to 8:30 p.m. Games, 
crafts and entertainment will 
be provided.

Teen Zone
Teens ages 12 to 17 are 

invited to drop into the Teen 
Zone for music and activities 
from 5 to 9 p.m.

For more information 
about the Halloween events, 
please call the City's Rec-
reation Services Division at 
(562) 916-1254.

I Am Frida Kahlo Depicts Tumultuous 
Life of the Famous Mexican Artist

Written and directed by 
Cerritos College Spanish Pro-
fessor Froylán Cabuto, I Am 
Frida Kahlo is an exhilarating 
Spanish-language performance 
that depicts the tumultuous life 
of one of the most influential 
female artists of the twentieth 
century. The presentation de-
picts a reincarnation of Frida 
Kahlo’s life that gives her a 
voice to tell her own, true story. 

The original show features 
live music, dance performanc-
es, and digital media elements, 
and recounts Frida Kahlo’s al-
ter-ego who becomes her own 
critic. The stage play explores 
the creative process by which 
Frida Kahlo developed some of 
her most outstanding art pieces 
while touching on the social 
and political issues of her time. 

SHOWTIMES: 
Friday, November 15
Saturday, November 16
Friday, November 22
Saturday, November 23

Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Performance begins at 8 p.m.

 WHERE: Burnight Cen-
ter Theatre
Cerritos College
 11110 Alondra Blvd., 
Norwalk, CA 90650

Tickets may be purchased 
online (credit card only) two 
hours prior to show time at 
https://www.cerritos.edu/the-
ater/shows/2019-2020/frida-
kahlo.htm or in the box office 
one hour prior to each perfor-
mance.

Stephanie Fisher Honored as #AD58 Teacher of the Year

Warren High School 
chemistry teacher Stephanie 
Fisher was selected as the 
#AD58 2019 Teacher of the 
Year.  Ms. Fisher was nomi-
nated by her peers and com-
munity for the annual award 
by Assemblywoman Cristina 
Garcia, honoring an outstand-
ing educator in the 58th As-
sembly District.

“Ms. Fisher’s dedication 
and compassion has undoubt-
edly changed the trajectory for 
the better for her students,” 
said Garcia, a former math 
teacher. “She has served as 
an inspiring role model that 
has influenced the lives of her 
students far beyond their aca-
demic achievement. Our com-
munity is grateful and lucky 
to have her educating our chil-
dren.”

Fisher began her commit-
ment to students prior to even 
becoming a teacher, while she 
was a nutrition undergraduate 
at the University of California 
at Berkeley. Upon earning her 
degree, she returned to South-

ern California and earned her 
teaching credential from Cali-
fornia State University Long 
Beach.  Her career as teacher 
began in 2005 at Downey Uni-
fied School District’s Warren 
High School where she taught 
biology and remains today as 
a beloved chemistry teacher 
and Advancement Via Indi-
vidual Determination (AVID) 
mentor.

Fisher is known for cre-
ating an interactive and posi-
tive learning environment that 
mentors personal achieve-
ment for her students hold-
ing them, and herself, to high 
standards she models daily. 
She’s planned several SAT 
prep classes and the College 
Road Trip to fuel a passion of 
learning through commitment, 
perseverance and hard work. 

With her efforts, AVID 
has grown from conducting 
six classes to 14 classes per 
academic year. As a result, 
several first generation stu-
dents have received the prop-
er support and guidance to 

prepare for their educational 
and professional futures. Her 
work has contributed greatly 
to Warren’s 97 percent 4-year 
college acceptance rate.

Fisher was selected from 
a pool of nominated teach-
ers from Downey, El Rancho, 
ABC Unified, Montebello, 
Bellflower, Norwalk -La Mi-
rada, and Little Lake unified 
school districts. Hers stood 
out as exceptional for the 
work she’s done with students 
to champion a path of academ-
ic success and equity.

Garcia presented Fisher 
with a resolution commend-
ing her contributions to the 
community during a staff de-
velopment session this week 
because she didn’t want to 
miss her commitment to her 
students when the annual cer-
emony takes place at the State 
Capitol in May. Nominations 
for #AD58 Teacher of the 
Year are due by April 1st ev-
ery year and can be made on 
Garcia’s website:https://a58.
asmdc.org/ty.

For a safe and fun Hal-
loween, follow these tips:

• If you forgo door-to-
door trick-or-treating, consid-
er planning a party or attend-
ing the City's Halloween fes-
tivities on Thursday, October 
31 at Don Knabe Community 
Regional Park.

• Your children's cos-
tumes should be fire-retardant 
and non-restrictive to allow 
free movement and uninhib-
ited vision. Masks should not 
hinder a child's breathing.

• Provide adequate warm 
clothing under the costume to 
protect against cold weather if 
necessary.

• Always remain in famil-
iar territory.

• When going door-to-
door, travel in groups with at 
least one responsible adult.

• Use flashlights, "Glo-
sticks" or lighted wands to 
help you see and be seen.

Safety Tips For Halloween
• If a home does not have 

a porch light turned on, the 
residents likely do not want to 
be disturbed.

• Use discretion in deter-
mining which homes children 
should approach.

• Obey all pedestrian traf-
fic laws. Cross at intersec-
tions and consider the existing 
street lighting. Keep the group 
together; kids can get caught 
up in the excitement and may 
run ahead of the group.

• Carefully inspect all 
items received before any-
thing is eaten. Throw away 
treats that are not securely 
wrapped by the manufacturer.

• Consider only eating 
candied apples or other home-
made treats if you know the 
person who prepared them.

• If you will be passing out 
candy, secure pets, remove all 
obstructions from the path to 
your porch and avoid using 
any open flame near the door.

The community is invited 
to attend the City of Cerritos 
Veterans Day Ceremony on 
Monday, Nov. 11 near the 
Cerritos Veterans Memorial in 
the Cerritos Civic Center. The 
event is being held in honor of 
those who have defended our 
nation's freedom by serving 
in the United States Armed 
Forces.

The program begins at 
9:45 a.m. with prelude mu-

sic performed by the Cerritos 
College Community Band, 
and the ceremony is scheduled 
to start at 10 a.m. The event 
will include a guest speaker, 
color guard, wreath laying and 
music by the Valley Christian 
Madrigals.

For more information 
about the Veterans Day Cere-
mony, contact the Community 
Participation Division at (562) 
865-8101.

Attend Veterans Day Ceremony
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Cerritos Observes November Holidays

Cerritos City Hall, the City 
Clerk's Office, Cerritos Library, 
the Cerritos Senior Center at 
Pat Nixon Park and the Cerritos 
Center for the Performing Arts' 
(CCPA) Ticket Office will be 
closed on Monday, Nov. 11 in 
observance of Veterans Day. 
City parks and recreation facili-
ties will be open regular hours.

In observance of the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the Cer-
ritos Library and the Cerritos 
Senior Center at Pat Nixon 
Park will close at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 27. The Cer-
ritos Sports Complex and com-
munity gymnasiums at Cerri-
tos and Whitney high schools 
will be open regular hours on 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, and the 
following facilities and activi-
ties will have modified hours: 
Iron-Wood Nine Golf Course 
will be open from 6:30 a.m. to 

2 p.m.; Adult Lap Swim will 
be held from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Recreational Swim will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and the 
Community Centers will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Also in observance of the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the 
following City facilities will 
be closed on Thursday, Nov. 
28: City Hall, the City Clerk's 
Office, the Cerritos Senior 
Center at Pat Nixon Park, 
Cerritos Library, the CCPA 
Ticket Office, Iron-Wood 
Nine Golf Course, all Com-
munity Centers, the Commu-
nity Gymnasiums at Cerritos 
and Whitney high schools, the 
Cerritos Olympic Swim and 
Fitness Center and the Cerri-
tos Sports Complex.

On Thursday, Nov. 28, the 
Cerritos Sheriff's Station will 
remain open, but the Commu-

nity Safety Division will be 
closed on Thursday, Nov. 28 
and Friday, Nov. 29.

City Hall, the City Clerk's 
Office, Cerritos Library, Cerri-
tos Senior Center at Pat Nixon 
Park and the CCPA Ticket Of-
fice will remain closed on Fri-
day, Nov. 29; however, all park 
facilities will be open normal 
hours.

There will be no trash 
pick-up or street sweeping on 
Thanksgiving. Thursday and 
Friday schedules will be de-
layed by one day for the re-
mainder of the week. There 
will be no enforcement of the 
street-sweeping parking re-
striction from Saturday, Nov. 
23 through Sunday, Dec. 1. 
There will also be no Cer-
ritos on Wheels service on 
Thanksgiving and the day after 
Thanksgiving.

Nomination period for March 3, 
2020 Cerritos General Municipal 
Election Begins November 12

The nomination period for 
the March 3, 2020 Cerritos 
General Municipal Election for 
three City Council seats begins 
on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2019 at 8 
a.m. and closes on Friday, Dec. 
6, 2019 at 5 p.m.

Persons interested in seek-
ing office must be Cerritos reg-
istered voters at the time the 

nomination papers are issued.
Interested parties may con-

tact the City Clerk's Office at 
(562) 916-1248 for additional 
information. Office hours are 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, except holi-
days, and the office is located 
on the first floor of Cerritos 
City Hall. 

The Tanaka Farms
Pumpkin Patch

5380 3/4 University Dr., Irvine, CA 92612, USA

HOURS: 9am - 6pm Daily

Tanaka Farms invites you to visit our Pumpkin Patch with all your favorites as well as 
some new and improved guest experiences for 2019. 

VISIT OUR PUMPKIN PATCH FAQ PAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION
http://www.tanakafarms.com/pumpkin-patch-faq/

Admission - $4 per person (Children 2 years and under are free.) 
Wagon Ride - $6 for unlimited rides. (Children 2 years and under are free.) 
Petting Zoo - $6. (Children 2 years and under are free.)

Sanrio Entry Package - $20 and includes: Admission, Wagon Ride, Petting Zoo, and 
your choice of one limited Edition Sanrio + Tanaka Farms Hello Kitty item: Plush, 
zippered tote, or ceramic mug.

PARKING IS FREE MONDAY THRU FRIDAY! On weekends, you will need to 
pre-register for parking!

Pumpkin Patch
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK (weather permitting)
Ends October 31
Weekdays 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Weekends 8:00 am – 6:00 pm

ENTRANCE TO THE PUMPKIN PATCH IS FREE
Activity tickets are $6.00 each
Book of 15 tickets are $75.00 ($15.00 savings)

Irvine Park Railroad’s Pumpkin Patch in Orange County is fun for  the entire family. Come 
out and enjoy the many activities for kids of  all ages. The Pumpkin Patch is located just 
behind the train station and  admission is FREE. Please note that a gate entrance fee will be 
charged  by the County of Orange for each vehicle that enters Irvine Regional  Park.
If you plan to visit us on  busy weekends, we suggest that you plan to arrive early in the 
morning  to help avoid park entrance and parking delays.

At the Board of Supervi-
sors Meeting, Chair of the Los 
Angeles County Board of Su-
pervisors Janice Hahn joined 
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl in 
honoring an LA County Pro-
bation Officer who helped 
save the life of a young boy in 
Norwalk earlier this month.

On Thursday, Oct. 3, Los 
Angeles County Deputy Pro-
bation Officer II (DPO II) 
Martha Corbett, who is a Pro-
bation liaison with the City of 
Norwalk, was visiting a local 
middle school to introduce her-
self to the school’s administra-
tors. When she arrived, school 
officials alerted her that an 
11-year-old boy had ran away 
from the school and was stand-
ing perilously close to nearby 
train tracks. Despondent by the 
fact that his parents were go-
ing through a divorce, the boy 
ran away from school officials 
and his mother during a parent 
meeting at the school that day.

School safety officers and 
administrators tried to help the 

boy and coax him away from 
the railroad tracks, but he only 
walked further away from 
them and onto the tracks. The 
situation became urgent when 
the crossing arms of the rail-
road tracks lowered and Cor-
bett could see the train’s head-
lights approaching.

DPO II Corbett managed 
to persuade the boy closer to 
her. Just in time, she quickly 
grabbed the young boy and 
guided him to safety just mo-
ments before the train passed, 
avoiding what could have been 
a disaster.

“I am pleased to have had 
the opportunity to recognize 
a true hero at today’s Board 
Meeting,” said Supervisor 
Hahn. “Deputy Probation Of-
ficer Corbett’s brave deed ex-
emplifies all that our Proba-
tion Department stands for – I 
commend her for her bravery, 
commitment to the safety of 
others in need, and contin-
ued service to LA County’s 
youth.”

Supervisor Hahn Honors 
Probation Officer Who 
Saved Young Norwalk Boy 
From Oncoming Train
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Guardian Newspaper, Inc.
GATEWAY

Subscription Form

   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
Gateway Guardian

Please mail this form to:
 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703

Questions?  562-522-8776 

Cost: $30 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma
Published bi-weekly

   For Only
 $30

Call Melinda
562-522-8776

 

Crossword Answers

1.   Which nut is also considered a bean?

2.  What is the longest river in the world?

3.   What is the fastest breed of dog? 

4.  In the 'Wizard of Oz', which 
companion did Dorothy meet first?

5.  The song 'Ring-a-Round The Rosie' 
originally describes what dark 
moment in history?

Answers  1. Peanut  2. Nile 3. Greyhound  
4. Scarecrow 5. The Black Death/Plague

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

SEPT. 14

Crossword

Secretive
Competitive
Obsessive
Resourceful
Playful
Intuitive
Open-minded

October 24 - November 22
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& java 
Networking Coffee 
Last Friday of every month 
8:00 am ‐ 9:00 am 
 
Free to members and invited guests.  
�� �ou are i�tereste� i� a�e��i�g as a 
guest, please call (562) 467‐0800 or email 
chamber@cerritos.org 

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce 

(Jeans not required)

Starbucks 
15925 Studebaker Road ‐ Cerritos 

Starbucks is located in the College Square Shopping Center 
across from Cerritos College ‐ near the Home Depot 

& java 
Networking Coffee 
Last Friday of every month 
8:00 am ‐ 9:00 am 
 
Free to members and invited guests.  
�� �ou are i�tereste� i� a�e��i�g as a 
guest, please call (562) 467‐0800 or email 
chamber@cerritos.org 

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce 

(Jeans not required)

Starbucks 
15925 Studebaker Road ‐ Cerritos 

Starbucks is located in the College Square Shopping Center 
across from Cerritos College ‐ near the Home Depot 

For more  
information, call
(562) 467-0800

Santa Ana winds and low humidity have brought wildfires to LA 
County. As our firefighters continue to work night and day to 
protect the communities impacted by Saddleridge, make sure that 
you and your loved ones have a plan in case of a wildfire near you.
Go to fire.lacounty.gov/ready-set-go.pdf to get the LA County 
Fire Department's "Ready! Set! Go! Guide" to create your own 
customized fire action plan tailored to the needs of your family.

Sunday, Nov. 10
1p.m. • 4p.m. • 7p.m. 

$270
Prices are set by third-party sellers and may be 

above face value.


