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Mayor Pro Tem Rene 
Trevino and Friends 
Distribute Food to the 
Artesian Community

By Melinda Kimsey

I hope everyone had a hap-
py 4th of July. The food dis-
tribution fundraising event in 
the City of Artesia was a very 
successful event. A big shout 
out of thanks to Linda Hernan-
dez and Mayor Pro Tem Rene 
Trevino and their helpers who 
continued to distribute food.

The food distribution was 
going to stop at the end of 
June, but they decided to con-
tinue into the month of July 

based on the needs of the com-
munity. Also, a big thank you 
to the local businesses owners 
for supplying some of the food 
for the community. They were 
able to bring in initial dona-
tions totaling approximate-
ly $2,525 from friends and 
friends of friends! 

The money helped aug-
ment the donated food items 
from businesses so everyone 
could all help the entire com-
munity. Thanks to so many for 
donating food and for spread-
ing the word to your friends. 
Also, the members of the Ar-
tesia Cerritos Lions Club, who 
were helping other members 
of the community, decided to 
donate a check for food in the 
amount of $100. Since the do-
nation of $100 raised the origi-
nal donation to close to $3000, 
individual members of the 
Lions Club donated money to 
actually raise a total of $3000.

CCPA Will Not Present 
a 2020-2021 Season

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the uncertainty 
of when and how the Cerri-
tos Center for the Performing 
Arts (CCPA) will be allowed 
to re-open, the theater will not 
present a 2020-2021 Season. 
The CCPA is owned and op-
erated by the City of Cerritos.

“The City is committed to 
providing a safe and healthy 
environment for CCPA pa-
trons, performers, volunteers 
and employees,” remarked 
Cerritos Mayor Naresh Solan-
ki. “This was a difficult deci-
sion, but one that the City be-
lieves is in the best interests of 
everyone’s safety as we navi-
gate through the pandemic. 

“Since 1993, the CCPA 
has presented world-class per-

formers and brought the joy of 
live entertainment and cultural 
enrichment to the community. 
The City looks forward to con-
tinuing this proud tradition as 
the theater plans presentations 
for the 2021-2022 Season and 
beyond.”

During the CCPA’s clo-
sure, the theater will undertake 
critical maintenance projects, 
including the installation of a 
new fire suppression system.

The CCPA is currently 
closed pursuant to a Safer at 
Work and in the Community 
for Control of COVID-19 
Health Officer Order issued by 
the County of Los Angeles De-
partment of Public Health Of-
ficer that prohibits mass gath-
erings. County officials have 
indicated that the re-opening 
of venues will be allowed in 
phases and with requirements 
for social distancing and disin-
fection protocols. 

Update from LA County's Superintendent of Schools
LA County parents, teach-

ers and students may be won-
dering what the start of the new 
school year will bring. While 
many factors, metrics or con-
ditions are being considered, 
LA County Superintendent of 
Schools Debra Duardo has is-
sued the following statement:

We want to do everything 
possible to bring students back 
to school as safely as possible. 
Districts have been planning 
to reopen since the day they 
closed, and we know our young 
people learn best in the class-
room. However, it is important 
to acknowledge that planning 
for reopening is complicated. 
Our plans must abide by public 
health orders. Our models must 
meet the needs of all students, 
including their mental health 
and emotional wellbeing.

Districts have plans for 
different types of instruc-
tional models and scenarios. 

The goal of each plan is to get 
students back into safe class-
room environments, whether 
we bring everyone back at 
once, in phases or with hybrid 
models. Different models will 
offer parents choices in what 
works best for their child. We 
are working on partnerships 
to find alternative locations 
to support our families who 
need childcare support. We 
are looking at ways to support 

students who struggle with 
learning.

School districts are faced 
with difficult decisions as we 
await final guidelines from the 
Department of Public Health. 
We are grappling with finan-
cial uncertainty and concerns 
about paying for required 
health and safety equipment, 
even as supplies arrive from 
the Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services.

While the future is uncer-
tain, we want every family, stu-
dent, educator and school em-
ployee in Los Angeles County 
to know our 80 school districts 
are focused on continuing to 
educate and support our young 
people while complying with 
public health guidelines. It is 
LACOE’s commitment to help 
districts succeed by leveraging 
partnerships and resources and 
providing guidance, technical 
assistance and support.

Debra Duardo

Rene Trevino

Downey Surpasses 2K Coronavirus Cases
Downey reached another 

unfortunate milestone in the 
coronavirus pandemic last 
week: more than 2,000 con-
firmed cases. 

As of July 8, public health 
officials had identified 2,014 
Downey residents who had 
contracted the virus. 

The virus has killed 52 
people here, with many of the 
victims being nursing home 
patients.

To date, Public Health has 
identified 123,004 positive 

cases of COVID-19 across all 
areas of LA County, and a total 
of 3,642 deaths.  

There are more than 2,000 
people currently hospitalized, 
26 percent of these people are 
confirmed cases in the ICU and 
17 percent are confirmed cases 
on ventilators. This remains 
substantially higher than the 
1,350 to 1,450 daily hospital-
izations seen four weeks ago.

Health officials confirmed 
65 new deaths on Wednesday. 
Of those, 93 percent had un-

derlying health conditions. 
“We need our residents to 

repeat what we did just weeks 
ago if we are going to flatten 
the curve again,” said health 
director Barbara Ferrer. “If we 
can’t get the infection numbers 
back under control by the end 
of July, we will see thousands 
more people that require hos-
pitalizations and that could 
easily overwhelm our health 
care system.”
Story Provided By 

The Downey Patriot
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 The California Latino 
Legislative Caucus Founda-
tion (CLLCF) announced that 
52 students across California 
have been selected to receive 
a 2020 CLLCF Scholarship, 
one of whom is from the 58th 
Assembly district. The Foun-
dation has continued its com-
mitment to helping students in 
California further their educa-
tion.

Jose Miranda Cruz of 
Montebello who will be at-
tending UCLA and will re-
ceive a $5,000 scholarship for 
education purposes.

“Mr. Cruz embodies the 
American Dream,” said As-
semblywoman Cristina Garcia 
(D-Bell Gardens). “His strug-
gles and resolve to overcome 
and persevere are exactly the 
type of tenacity and determi-
nation that makes investing 
in his future an honor.  I am 
proud to have him as a con-
stituent and know the 58th 
Assembly District will benefit 
from him in the future.”

In its sixth year of opera-
tion, the CLLCF Scholarship 

Program received over 1200 
applications from through-
out the state, more than triple 
the applications compared to 
2017. Winners were selected 
from the highly competitive 
pool of applicants, and evalu-
ated using the following cri-
teria: academic performance, 
personal statements, extracur-
ricular activities, leadership 
positions held, special awards 
and honors received, and work 
history.

Details for the 2021 Schol-
arship Application process 
will be posted to the website 
early next year. For complete 
details about the scholarship 
parameters and to view all 
the 2020 recipients, please 
visit the Foundation website 
at www.cllcf.org. The Califor-
nia Latino Legislative Caucus 
Foundation is a charitable, 
non-profit established to pro-
mote and advocate on behalf 
of the Latino community in 
California and to educate the 
public about Latino culture, 
heritage and issues of impor-
tance to Latinos in California.

City of Artesia Resumes 
Enforcement of Paid Parking 

and Other Restrictions
Due to State and County Stay at Home Orders throughout the 

last few months, the City of Artesia has not been ticketing for street 
sweeping or enforcing paid parking restrictions in Downtown Artesia 
since March. Since July 13th, the City has resumed enforcement 
of these parking restrictions, and has been issuing warnings and 
informational flyers throughout the community since June 29th to 

alert the community to these changes.

New Degree and Certificate Programs 
Coming To Cerritos College In Fall 2020

As the current public health 
crisis and social distancing re-
quirements continue, Cerritos 
College has announced new, 
innovative programs, includ-
ing online associate degrees 
and certificate programs that 
are exclusively virtual starting 
Aug. 17. 

Cerritos College Online
Starting Aug. 17, five fully 

online programs will be avail-
able in business administration, 
commercial music, cloud com-
puting, cyber security, and net-
work/system administration. 
Most classes are asynchronous 
online classes, in which stu-
dents can log on any day or 
time they choose to complete 
coursework. All of the campus’ 
student and academic support 
services are available online. 
Interested students can refer 
to the step-by-step enrollment 
process by visiting www.cer-
ritos.edu/futurestudents. For 
more information about Cerri-
tos College Online, visit 
www.cerritos.edu/online. 

The College is also intro-
ducing a variety of new Associ-
ate of Art for Transfer (AA-T), 
Associate of Science for Trans-
fer (AS-T) degrees, and an ac-
celerated certificate program 
this fall.

Social Justice: Africana 
Studies

As global protests against 
systemic racism continue, the 
College’s new Social Justice: 
Africana Studies Associate of 
Art for Transfer (AA-T) offers 
an introduction to the theoreti-
cal principles and practices of 
social justice studies. The pro-
gram focuses on the life his-
tory, culture, and social justice 
traditions of Black people. The 
program will prepare students 
for advocacy work in under-
represented communities with 
guaranteed admission to a 
CSU. For more information, 
visit 
www.cerritos.edu/black-afri-

cana-studies/

Hospitality Management
The Hospitality Manage-

ment Associate of Science for 
Transfer (AS-T) program pro-
vides an introduction to hospi-
tality management, including 
culinary operation, hotel man-
agement, sanitation and safety, 
microeconomics, business and 
hospitality law, and food man-

agement. 
The AS-T degree allows 

students to transfer to hospi-
tality programs at a CSU, in-
cluding California Polytechnic 
State University, Pomona, and 
CSU Long Beach with guar-
anteed admission. For more 
information, contact Michael 
Pierini at 
mpierini@cerritos.edu. 

Film, TV, and Electronic 
Media

The new Associate in Sci-
ence for Transfer (AS-T) in 
Film, Television and Electronic 
Media keeps abreast of a quick-
ly evolving media landscape, 
which now combines elements 
of journalism, social media, ra-
dio, and traditional television . 
The new program will prepare 
students with hands-on skills 
to produce digital video, pod-
casts, and webcasts in the era 
of YouTube, TikTok and other 
emerging platforms. 

Additionally, the program 
will focus on film production, 

live television, radio program-
ming, and all aspects of audio 
and visual content. The AS-T 
degree allows students to trans-
fer to a CSU with guaranteed 
admission. For more informa-
tion, contact   Christian Brown 
at 
cbrown@cerritos.edu.    

Accelerated Crossover 
Esthetician

The new accelerated cross-
over Esthetician program is 
targeted to licensed cosmetolo-
gists. To enroll, students must 
have a cosmetologist license. 
Cosmetologist students can 
obtain an esthetician license 
for only 200 extra hours in a 
9-week session in fall or spring. 
The course is currently offered 
online while the College con-
tinues its programs remotely 
due to COVID-19. For more 
information, please contact 
Rossi Petrova at 
rpetrova@cerritos.edu.  

“It is critical that we con-
tinue to evolve with the chang-
ing times to offer more innova-
tive programs and methods to 
deliver higher education and 
training to students,” said Rick 
Miranda, vice president, Aca-
demic Affairs. “We are excited 
about all of our new programs 
geared towards making stu-
dents more socially aware and 
more competitive for the work-
force.”

COVID-19 Temporary 
Outdoor Dining Program

Restaurants have been 
deeply impacted economically 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As Los Angeles County moves 
towards recovery, physical 
distancing measures may con-
tinue to prevent restaurants 
from operating at full capacity. 
For this industry, every table 
matters.

The County has developed 
the COVID-19 Temporary 
Outdoor Dining Program for 
restaurants in unincorporated 
Los Angeles County that are 
interested in expanding dining 
seating into private walkways 
and parking facilities and the 
County road right-of-way, in-
cluding public sidewalks, al-
leys, streets, and parking spac-
es. Additionally, restaurants 
may apply to have curbsides 
designated as a time-limit 

parking zone to encourage 
parking turnover where food 
pickup is in demand.

With the Temporary Side-
walk Dining Permit, restaurant 
owners may apply to Public 
Works to receive a no-fee, 
temporary permit to utilize 
the sidewalk adjacent to their 
restaurant for outdoor dining 
services.

With the Temporary Food 
Pick-up Zone, restaurants may 
request that Public Works des-
ignate temporary 15-minute 
time-limit parking zones along 
the curb of public streets to 
encourage parking turnover 
where food pick-up and deliv-
ery is in demand. 

Visit the city’s website 
and learn more about the L.A. 
Al Fresco Outdoor Dining 
Program.
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Email your letter to:
mkimsey007@verizon.net

•  Letters must be no more than 

200 words, typed and double 

spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the 

author and must include the 

author’s address and phone 

number.

County Lays Groundwork for 
Fining Non-Compliant Businesses

Supervisors Sheila Kuehl 
and Janice Hahn are proposing 
to lay the groundwork for LA 
County to begin to fine, or, in 
the case of repeated non-com-
pliance, even pull the permits 
of businesses, that do not com-
ply with County health orders. 

The “Protecting Public 
Health Through Health Of-
ficer Order Enforcement” 
motion comes in response to 
reports from LA County De-
partment of Public Health 
inspectors indicating that 49 
percent of bars and 33 percent 
of restaurants were not adher-
ing to physical distancing pro-
tocols indoors; and workers 
were not wearing face masks 
and face shields at 54 percent 
of bars and 44 percent of res-
taurants. The motion calls for 
an enforcement plan to be de-
veloped within 14 days.

Supervisor Kuehl said, 
“We wanted to have a pub-
lic trust relationship with our 
business community. We as-
sumed businesses, who had 
indicated they would comply 
with directives in order to re-
open, would follow the rules, 
but last weekend suggests that 
far too many people are shrug-

ging off the danger. The recent 
spike in cases and hospitaliza-
tions is very, very serious and 
jeopardizes our ability to care 
for people who get sick. This 
motion says, ‘Business own-
ers, please take this seriously. 
We will fine you if you’re out 
of compliance, and if we find 
you’re out of compliance a 
second time, we will shut you 
down.’"

Tens of thousands of res-
taurants, bars, retail stores, 
gyms, and other businesses in 
Los Angeles would be covered 
by the motion. 

Supervisor Janice Hahn, 
co-author of the motion, add-
ed, “We want every business 
to reopen safely.  We had 
hoped we could rely on vol-
untary compliance, but it is 
clear we will need to enforce 
the health orders.  We think it 
is time to give the Department 
of Public Health the author-
ity to fine or even shut down 
businesses that are not com-
plying with the health order 
and I urge business owners 
to take all necessary steps to 
protect their workers and cus-
tomers and avoid any of these 
consequences.”

Sánchez Introduces Bill to Boost 
Nonprofit Workforce During Pandemic

Representative Linda 
Sanchez introduced legisla-
tion to help nonprofit orga-
nizations meet an increase 
in demand for their services 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic while helping newly 
unemployed Americans get 
back to work. The Work Op-
portunities and Resources to 
Keep Nonprofit Organiza-
tions Well (WORK NOW) 
Act will create a major new 
grant program to help non-
profit organizations retain 

their employees, scale their 
service delivery, and provide 
unemployed Americans with 
new jobs serving their com-
munities.

“Since the pandemic be-
gan, nonprofits and front-
line organizations catering to 
vulnerable populations like 
homeless shelters, foodbanks, 
and domestic violence shel-
ters, have seen declines in 
revenue and volunteers,” said 
Rep. Linda Sánchez.  “At the 
same time, these nonprofits 
are trying to adhere to social 
health guidelines while try-
ing to stay afloat.  This bill 
will provide new grants to al-
low nonprofits to retain their 
workforce or provide jobs for 
newly unemployed people.”

 The program will be ad-
ministered by the Treasury 

Department and allocations 
will be made to states and 
local governments—with all 
funding being channeled to 
eligible nonprofits meeting 
needs that have increased as a 
result of the pandemic and the 
attendant economic crisis.

National nonprofit orga-
nizations will be invited to 
apply directly to the Treasury 
Department on behalf of their 
local chapters across the na-
tion. The bulk of federal fund-
ing must be used for employ-
ee compensation—paying the 
wages, salaries and benefits of 
either existing employees or 
new employees. Some fund-
ing may also be used to help 
nonprofits innovate in deliv-
ering services in new ways to 
meet the challenges imposed 
by the pandemic.

Emergency Cooling Centers
Visit ready.lacounty.gov/heat
Cooling centers 
are free, indoor air-
conditioned locations 
where you can keep 
cool when there are 
extreme heat weather 
conditions.
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Cerritos College Virtually Celebrates The Largest Graduating Class

The 62nd annual com-
mencement marked the fifth 
consecutive year Cerritos 
College celebrated its largest 
number of degrees and cer-
tificates with approximately 
5,300 awarded.  From 2015 to 
2020, the College has seen a 
two-fold increase in the num-
ber of graduates. The College 
hosted a virtual, asynchronous 
commencement ceremony on 
June 23-30, 2020. 

The College increased by 
ten percent the number of As-
sociate Degrees for Transfer 

from 2019. The AD-T degree 
guarantees transfer admis-
sion to the California State 
University system. Since the 
program’s inception in 2012, 
more than 7,000 students 
have earned AD-T degrees. 
The College currently has 30 
AD-T degree programs. 

Tran PhamTran Pham re-
ceived an associate degree in 
accounting during the virtual 
ceremony. She moved from 
Vietnam to the United States 
in 2017 and enrolled at Cerri-
tos College. At first, she was 
afraid to speak up because of 
the language barrier. Howev-
er, once she joined the Toast 
Master Club on campus, Tran 
became more confident in 
public speaking; and assumed 
leadership positions with the 
Accounting Club where she 
currently serves as the presi-
dent. The accounting major is 
transferring to the University 
of California, Berkeley. Tran 
plans to pursue a career as an 
accountant.

Jesus Ayala is a 32-year-
old single father. He is a 

eleven-year survivor of a vio-
lent crime that left him with 
paraplegia. For Jesus, there is 
no such thing as quitting or 
giving up. Shortly after the 
birth of his daughter, Jesus 
experienced many challenges 
as a single parent. Making a 
better life for his daughter 

motivated him to work hard 
to finish his goals. Jesus is the 
first person in his family to 
go to college. He earned two 

associate degrees – one in 
sociology and one in liberal 
arts – and is transferring to 
UCLA. Jesus plans to pursue 
a master’s degree to become a 
social worker. 

“Considering these un-
precedented times, this year’s 
commencement ceremony is 
especially significant. The fact 
that our students were forced 
to transition to an online learn-
ing environment and leave 
campus within weeks – yet 
still completed their degrees – 
is extraordinary,” said Dr. Jose 
Fierro, Cerritos College Presi-
dent/Superintendent. 

“I applaud every single 
graduate for overcoming the 
odds and staying focused on 
finishing their educational 
goals. I am always amazed by 
the amount of grit and perse-
verance our students show in 
order to succeed.  A special 
thank you to our entire cam-
pus community, including 
faculty, staff, managers, and 
administrators for supporting 
our students through these 
hard times. We are also ex-

Tran Pham
Jesus Ayala

tremely proud to celebrate an-
other historic year, having the 
largest number of degrees and 
certificates awarded in cam-
pus history.” 

“The Board is honored to 
congratulate the Class of 2020. 
It is gratifying to celebrate this 
year’s graduates as they transi-
tion to a four-year college or 
into the workforce. The Board 
will continue to make sure our 
students have the best possible 
resources they need to be suc-
cessful. We are grateful to all 
of the dedicated instructors 
and staff who continue to help 
our students chart a pathway to 
a better life for themselves and 
their families,” said Marisa 
Perez, President, Board of 
Trustees.” 

This year’s graduates 
have been accepted to some of 
the nation’s top colleges and 
universities, including Yale, 
NYU, Boston University, 
the University of La Verne, 
Loyola Marymount Universi-
ty, USC, UC Berkeley, UCLA, 
and Cal Poly Pomona, among 
other schools.

Backpack & School Supply Drive
The LA County Depart-

ment of Public Social Ser-
vices' (DPSS) Toy Loan Pro-
gram, which serves approxi-
mately 3,500 children a month 
at more than 50 locations, 
is hosting a School Supply 
Drive to benefit low-income 
children across the County.

The Backpack & School 
Supply Drive will run through 
August 6 and is currently ac-
cepting the following items 
(in new condition):

Backpacks, lined paper 

(college and wide rule), in-
dex cards, folders, notebooks/
notepads, calculators, pen-
cils and pens, binders, pencil 
cases/sharpeners, art sup-
plies, erasers, glue, and rulers 
(among other school items).

To help LA County's 
most vulnerable children pre-
pare for the new school year, 
you can: 1) Donate via Ama-
zon Smile OR 2) Schedule 
your donation drop-off by e-
mailing: 
toyloan@dpss.lacounty.gov.

Senior Citizen Replacement Home Program
Are you 55 and want to 

downsize or relocate to a new 
property? Take advantage of 
the Senior Citizen Replace-
ment Home Program, which 
allows qualified homeowners 
to transfer the property tax 
base-year value of their cur-
rent home when they purchase 
a replacement property of 
equal or lesser value. 

We know moving can 
seem like the most impossible 
task. However, there is excite-
ment in knowing you can keep 
paying the same taxes when 
you relocate to a new home 
within LA County or any other 
participating county through-
out the State of California.

To qualify:
1. Homeowner must be 

55 years of age. If married, at 
least one spouse must be 55.

2. The original property 
must be the homeowner’s pri-
mary residence

3. The replacement prop-
erty must be purchased (or 
newly constructed) within 2 
years of the sale of the original 

property.
4. Qualifying applicant 

must file within 3 years of the 
date replacement home is pur-
chased (or completion of new 
construction).

The meaning of “equal or 
lesser value” depends on when 
you purchase the replacement 
property. In general, “equal or 
lesser” value means:

100 percent or less of 
the market value of the origi-
nal property if a replacement 
property was purchased or 
newly constructed before the 
sale of the original property, 
or

105 percent or less of 
the market value of the origi-
nal property if a replacement 
property was purchased or 
newly constructed within the 
first year after the sale of the 
original property, or

110 percent or less of 
the market value of the origi-
nal property if a replacement 
property was purchased or 
newly constructed within the 
second year after the sale of 

the original property.
 When making the “equal 

or lesser value” test, it is im-
portant to understand that the 
market value of a property is 
not necessarily the same as 
the sale or purchase price. The 
Assessor will determine the 
market value of each property. 
In some new developments, 
the indicated sale price does 
not include upgrades paid for 
outside of escrow. The Asses-
sor must consider the value of 
these upgrades when deter-
mining the market value of the 
property.

If the market value of your 
replacement dwelling exceeds 
the “equal or lesser value” test, 
no relief is available. It is “all 
or nothing” with no partial 
benefits granted.

A claim must be filed 
within three years of purchas-
ing or completing new con-
struction of the replacement 
property. If a claim is filed af-
ter the three-year period, relief 
will be granted beginning with 
the calendar year in which the 
claim was filed.

Restaurant owners in 
Cerritos who would like to 
add an outdoor dining area 
can apply for a Temporary 
Use Permit (TUP) from the 
City of Cerritos. During the 
COVID-19 local emergency, 
there will be no fee charged 
for the permit. City staff will 
evaluate the application to 
ensure that outdoor dining 
can be provided in a safe en-
vironment. 

TUP applications are 
available on the City’s website 
at cerritos.us/BUSINESSES/
planning_and_building_per-
mits.php#planning. The ap-
plication requires property 
owner and/or property man-

agement approval and will be 
processed by City staff within 
48 hours. 

Applicants also must 
submit a site plan indicating 
the proposed location of the 
outdoor dining area, mea-
sures to protect the safety of 
restaurant patrons and verifi-
cation that the configuration 
of tables and chairs does not 
impede pedestrian access and 
meets minimum clearances of 
four feet pursuant to ADA ac-
cessibility law. 

Effective until further 
notice, the L.A. County De-
partment of Public Health 
has required the closure of 
restaurants for indoor dining. 
Outdoor dining, delivery and 
take-out are permitted.

For more information 
about applying for an out-
door dining area TUP, call 
the Community Development 
Department at 

(562) 916-1201. 

City Offers No-fee Outdoor 
Dining TUP to Restaurants
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Aquarium's Outdoor Exhibits Open For Visitors Now Through July 24

The Aquarium of the Pa-
cific is offering discounted 
admission to visit its expan-
sive outdoor areas with safety 
protocols in place. Whether 
you are planning a staycation 
or looking to unwind watch-
ing fish or playful penguins 
and sea lions, the Aquarium 
is an affordable option for just 
$12 per person with advance 
reservations. You can feed 
colorful lorikeet birds and 
safely touch sharks, rays, and 
even moon jellies in its out-
door exhibits.

On the Aquarium’s Har-
bor Terrace with ocean views, 
you can see an exhibit with 
archerfish that can shoot wa-
ter out of their mouths and 
another with mudskippers, 
fish that can live out of water. 
The Moon Jelly Touch tank 
is also located on the Harbor 
Terrace. 

You can journey into the 
Lorikeet Forest aviary to feed 
colorful Australian bird spe-
cies. As you exit the aviary, 
you can learn about the im-
portance of fresh water and 
what you can do to conserve 
it in the Our Water Future ex-
hibit. Then, visit the Southern 
California Steelhead Story ex-
hibit, where you can see and 
learn about a local fish that 
can change its body to live in 
both freshwater rivers and the 

ocean.
Visitors can see large 

sharks and rays in the Shark 
Lagoon’s main habitat and 
touch tropical species of sharks 
and rays in its two-touch pools. 
Adjacent to Shark Lagoon, you 
will find the Molina Animal 
Care Center, where you can 
learn how the Aquarium cares 
for its animals. 

On the second floor out-
doors, you will find the Seals 
and Sea Lions Habitat. The 
upper floor is home to the 
June Keyes Penguin Habitat, 
the Ray Touchpool with bat 
rays and shovelnose guitar-
fish, and the Shorebird Sanc-
tuary featuring local wetlands 
species, including fish and 
rescued birds. The Aquar-
ium’s outdoor gift store is 
open and some food service 
is available. Indoor areas are 
temporarily closed.   

Safety is the nonprofit 
Aquarium of the Pacific’s top 
priority. The Aquarium is lim-
iting the number of visitors, 
requiring advanced timed res-
ervations, managing traffic 
flow to ensure social distanc-
ing, requiring face coverings 
for everyone age two and old-
er and temperature checks for 
everyone, providing numer-
ous hand-sanitizing stations, 
sanitizing surfaces constantly, 
and much more. Photos Taken By Robin Riggs.

Following Natural Gas 
Pipeline Safety Guidelines

Underground pipelines 
can be located anywhere – 
under streets, sidewalks and 
private property. Sometimes 
they're only inches below the 
surface. Hitting a pipeline 
while digging, planting or 
doing demolition work can 
cause serious injury, property 
damage and loss of utility ser-
vice.

Before a major develop-
ment or landscaping project, 
residents should call Under-
ground Service Alert at 811 
at least two working days be-
fore starting the work. Under-
ground Service Alert will co-
ordinate with Southern Cali-
fornia Gas Company and oth-
er utility owners in the area to 
mark the locations of buried 
utility-owned lines for free. A 
ticket request can also be sub-
mitted online at call811.com.

Do not begin digging un-
til Southern California Gas 
Company marks its natural-
gas pipelines and clears the 
area. Only hand tools should 
be used within 24 inches of 
each marked utility line to de-
termine the exact locations of 
all lines before power excava-
tion equipment can be used in 
the area.

Southern California Gas 

Company does not mark 
customer-owned natural gas 
lines, which typically run 
from the natural gas meter 
to the customer's natural gas 
equipment and appliances. To 
have customer-owned lines 
located and marked before a 
project, contact a qualified 
pipe-locating professional. 
All contractors need to call 
811 to have the natural gas 
lines marked.

If you see, hear or smell a 
natural gas leak, immediately 
evacuate the area and call 
911. Don't smoke or light a 
match, candle or other flame 
because static electricity can 
ignite leaking gas. Do not use 
machinery or turn electric ap-
pliances or lights on or off. 
Do not use any device that 
could cause a spark. Don't 
attempt to control the leak 
yourself.

Report any pipe damage 
immediately by calling (800) 
427-2200, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Even a 
slight gouge, scrape or dent 
to a pipeline, its coating or 
any component attached to 
or running alongside the pipe 
(such as a wire) can cause a 
dangerous break or leak in the 
future.

Los Angeles County is 
committed to its unprecedent-
ed efforts to address the crisis 
of homelessness. Through 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
County is urgently mobilized 
to prevent the spread of CO-
VID-19 in our communities, 
continue to provide services 
and support to those experi-
encing homelessness and pre-
vent others from losing their 
housing.

Project Roomkey
Project Roomkey is a col-

laborative effort by the State, 
County and the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority 
(LAHSA) to secure hotel and 
motel rooms for vulnerable 
people experiencing home-
lessness. It provides a way 
for people who don’t have a 
home to stay inside to prevent 

COVID-19: Homelessness & Housing
the spread of COVID-19.

Project Roomkey aims to 
not only protect high-risk in-
dividuals, but to also prevent 
the spread of the deadly virus 
in our communities and pro-
tect the capacity of our hospi-
tals and healthcare system.

As L.A. County moves 
toward reopening, one of the 
prerequisites is making sure 
vulnerable people are pro-
tected, and that is the goal of 
Project Roomkey.

Medical Housing
Los Angeles County has 

stood up temporary quaran-
tine and isolation housing to 
prevent the spread of COV-
ID-19. This temporary hous-
ing, using hotels and motels 
throughout the County, is for 
individuals who have been 
exposed to COVID-19 and 

must isolate and need assis-
tance from the County to do 
so. Users include, but are not 
limited to, people experienc-
ing homelessness.

The only clients allowed 
to stay here are:

• Clients who have tested 
positive for COVID-19; or

• Clients who show symp-
toms of COVID-19 (for ex-
ample have a fever, cough, 
or difficulty breathing) and/
or are waiting for their test 
results.

County medical shelter-
ing sites will accept individu-
als from the local community 
that are referred through DPH.  
The socio-economic status of 
individuals needing medical 
sheltering is not a determin-
ing factor in terms of who gets 
placed.
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Artesia Cerritos United 
Methodist Church
18523 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Artesia Christian Church
11625 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos First Assembly
18400 Pioneer Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos Presbyterian Church
11841 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Church in Cerritos
11428 187th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Cornerstone Community 
Church
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Baptist Church of Artesia
18400 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Christian Reformed 
Church of Artesia
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Holy Family Catholic Church
18626 Clarkdale Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11972 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

 
 
 

 
Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11976 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Korean Independent 
Presbyterian Church
18116 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
New Life Community 
Church
18800 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Pentecostal Church of God
18510 Corby Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
River Shore Korean 
Chuch
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Seam International 
Christian Training Center
18021 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
St Paul Evangelical 
Community Church
11428 Artesia Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Trinity Christian Reformed 
Church
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
World Full Gospel Church
18021 Norwalk Blvd Ste 204 
Artesia, CA 90701
 

DIRECTORY: 

CHURCHES IN ARTESIA

New City Online Water Billing 
Payment Portal Available

The City of Cerritos 
launched a new online water 
billing payment portal in Feb-
ruary. The new portal is avail-
able through the City's website 
and offers Cerritos residential 
and business water customers 
enhanced services when pay-
ing their water utility bills.

The new portal allows 
customers to make a one-time 
payment or set up automatic 
payments. Payments can be 
made from an eCheck, debit 
card or credit cards, includ-
ing American Express, Mas-
terCard and Visa. Customers 
can also view their 12-month 
bill amount history. Bill state-
ments will become available 
as part of the payment history 
starting with the first bill paid 
through the new system.

Customers can also re-
quest paperless billing with 
the new system. When this op-
tion is selected, the portal will 
email a secure PDF of the bill 
summary to the customer.

Customers who have se-
lected paperless billing can 
choose to receive their bill 
statements via an email mes-
sage or text message. The 
system also allows customers 
to request email reminders of 
upcoming payment due dates.

Customers who own mul-
tiple properties in the City can 

add all of their City water util-
ity accounts to the portal.

To create an account in 
the portal, customers must en-
ter an email address, account 
address, 16-digit customer 
number (including leading 
zeroes and without the dash), 
password and answers to se-
curity questions. Custom-
ers should make note of their 
password and answers to secu-
rity questions; resetting one’s 
password will require custom-
ers to call the Water Billing 
Division.

Customers can still make 
payments at the Water Billing 
counter in City Hall. Credit 
card payments can also be 
made over the phone us-
ing a new interactive voice 
response system by calling 
(562) 916-1285.

Customers who are al-
ready signed up for automatic 
payments from their checking 
accounts will continue to be 
billed as usual; no action is re-
quired. If they would like the 
option of paperless billing or 
viewing bill amount history, 
they should sign up through 
the new portal.

For more information 
about the new water billing 
portal, please call the Water 
Billing Division at (562) 916-
1235.

California County Data Monitoring & Info
California is monitoring 

COVID-19 closely in each lo-
cal community and keeping 
the public informed. We’re 
teaming up with counties to 
fight it with every tool we 
have: current local data, test-
ing, contact tracing, infection 
control, emergency supplies, 
containment measures, and 
more.

Counties should be ready 
to restore limitations if out-
breaks increase. The State 
Public Health Officer may 
take action if needed.

ALL counties must close 
indoor operations in these sec-
tors:

• Dine-in restaurants
•  Wineries and tasting 

rooms
• Movie theaters 
•  Family entertainment 

centers (for example: 
bowling alleys, minia-
ture golf, batting cages 
and arcades)

• Zoos and museums
• Cardrooms
Additionally, bars, brew-

pubs, breweries, and pubs 
must close all operations both 
indoor and outdoor statewide, 
unless they are offering sit-
down, outdoor dine-in meals. 
Alcohol can only be sold in 
the same transaction as a meal.

Counties that have re-
mained on the County Moni-
toring List for 3 consecutive 
days will be required to shut 
down the following industries 
or activities unless they can be 
modified to operate outside or 
by pick-up.

• Fitness centers
• Worship services
• Protests
•  Offices for non-essen-

tial sectors

•  Personal care services, 
like nail salons, body 
waxing and tattoo par-
lors

•  Hair salons and barber-
shops

• Malls

It is incumbent upon state 
and local governments, busi-
ness sectors, and individuals to 
work together and take actions 
that limit the transmission of 
COVID-19.  Only together can 
we make a difference.  

Opened sectors should 
follow state guidance on how 
to reduce risk to the public, 
and individuals should con-
tinue to practice safety pre-
cautions such as wearing face 
coverings in public, physical 
distancing of at least six feet, 
frequent handwashing, and 
disinfecting surfaces. Those 
over 65 or those with underly-
ing health conditions should 
continue to stay at home.

Affected Counties as of July 13
Colusa Contra Costa

Fresno Glenn

Imperial Kings

Los Angeles Madera

Marin Merced

Monterey Napa

Orange Placer

Riverside Sacramento

San Benito San Bernardino

San Diego San Joaquin

Santa Barbara Solano

Sonoma Stanislaus

Sutter Tulare

Yolo Yuba

Ventura

Remain calm and reassuring 
Children react to both 

what you say and how you 
say. They will pick up cues 
from the conversation you 
have with them and others.

Be available to talk and 
listen 

Make time to talk to 
your children. Be sure your 
children know they can come 
and talk to you.

Don’t be afraid to discuss 
coronavirus 

Most children have 
already heard about it. Not 
talking about it actually makes 
kids worry more. Look at the 
conversation as an opportunity 
to convey the facts and set the 
emotional tone.

Provide information that’s 
honest and accurate

Give children information 
that is truthful and appropriate 
for the age and developmental 
level of the child.

Be developmentally 
appropriate

Don’t volunteer too much 
information as this may be too 
overwhelming. Instead try to 
answer your child’s questions.

Avoid language that may 
blame others
Remember viruses make any-
one sick. Avoid making as-
sumptions about who might 
have coronavirus. Bullying or 
negative comments made to-
wards others should be stopped 
and reported to schools.

Teach children everyday 
actions to reduce spread of 
germs

Remind children to stay 
away from people who are 
coughing, sneezing or sick. 
Remind them to cough or 
sneeze into a tissue or elbow. 
Then throw the tissue into the 
trash. Remind children not to 
share drinks or food. Get chil-
dren into the habit of hand-
washing.

Communicate with your 
school: 

Talk to your school nurse, 
school counselors, school 
psychologist, or school social 
worker if your child is hav-
ing difficulties as a result of 
anxiety or stress related to the 
coronavirus.

How to Talk to Children About COVID-19
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Guardian Newspaper, Inc.
GATEWAY

Subscription Form

   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
Gateway Guardian

Please mail this form to:
 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703

Questions?  562-522-8776 

Cost: $30 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma

Published bi-weekly

   For Only

 $30
Call Melinda
562-522-8776

 

Crossword Answers

1.   Which fruit floats because 25% of its 
volume is air?

2.   What is the world’s oldest currency 
still in use?

3.   In chess, what is the only piece that 
can jump over other pieces? 

4.  Which pair of superheroes are known 
as the ‘Dynamic Duo’? 

5. What country would you have to visit 
to see the ruins of Troy?

Answers  1. Apple  2. British Pound 3. Knight 4. Batman and 
Robin 5. Turkey

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

SEPT. 14

Crossword

Confidential Help for 
Veterans and Their Families

Is There a 
Streetlight Out?

If you would like to report 
a streetlight outage or a 

malfunctioning streetlight, 
please visit the Southern 

California Edison website at:
www.sce.com 
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Keep Your PetsCOOL
TIPS TO HELP YOUR PET THROUGH THE SUMMER HEAT

• Never leave your pet in the car.

• Keep your house cool.

• Limit their exercise.

• Check the pavement before they go outside.

• Offer plenty of water and shade.

• Watch the humidity.

•   Watch for signs of overheating:
- Heavy Panting
- Excessive Drooling
- Dark or Red Gums/Tongue


