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Cerritos Mayor Pro Tem 
Mark Pulido Appointed 
to LA Memorial Coliseum 
Commission by Gov. Brown

   See Car Storage Lot Page 8

Staying Overnight 
in a Lighthouse 

Page 6

Mark Pulido

Homeowners Upset over Replacement of
Strawberry Field with New Car Storage Lot

Cerritos Mayor Pro Tem 
Mark E. Pulido has been ap-
pointed to the Los Angeles Me-
morial Coliseum Commission 
by California Governor Ed-
mund G. Brown Jr. The Com-
mission is a governmental en-
tity created by a Joint Powers 
Agreement between the City 
of Los Angeles, the County of 
Los Angeles and the California 
Science Center (State of Cali-
fornia). The Commission’s 
purpose is to provide for the 
ongoing operation and mainte-
nance of the Los Angeles Me-
morial Coliseum and Los An-
geles Memorial Sports Arena.

“I am honored and humbled 
to have received this appoint-
ment,” remarked Pulido. “This 
will provide me with a won-
derful opportunity to serve and 
give back to our great state.”

A Cerritos resident since 
1972, Pulido has an extensive 
history of local community 
service and professional work 
experience in local, state and 
federal government. Pulido 
was elected to the Cerritos 
City Council in March 2011. 
He served as Mayor Pro Tem 
in 2013-2014 and as Mayor 
in 2014, was re-elected to the 
City Council in 2015, and be-
came Mayor Pro Tem in 2017. 
He has served on the ABC 
Unified School District Board, 
including a term as president, 
and also served as the Board 
Liaison for the ABC Federal 
Head Start and State Preschool 
programs for seven years. He 
served on the CaliforniaVol-
unteers Commission from 
2013 to 2017 and in 2017 was 
appointed by Governor Brown 
to the California Science 

Center Board of Directors.
Pulido is the Deputy Chief 

of Staff for Congressman 
Alan Lowenthal. He previ-
ously worked for the Califor-
nia Legislature for more than 
a decade, serving as District 
Director to State Senator Alan 
Lowenthal. Prior to that, he 
served as a legislative consul-
tant with the California State 
Assembly in the Los Angeles 
offices of Assembly Speakers 
Robert M. Hertzberg, Herb J. 
Wesson Jr. and Fabian Núñez. 

Pulido graduated with 
honors from Whitney High 
School in the ABC Unified 
School District. He received 
his bachelor's degree in His-
tory and Asian American 
Studies from the University of 
California, Los Angeles. He 
received his Master of Public 
Policy degree from The Uni-
versity of Chicago as a Wood-
row Wilson National Fellow. 
During his graduate studies, he 
served as a graduate fellow of 
the Congressional Asian Pa-
cific American Caucus Insti-
tute at the U.S. Department of 
Justice, Bureau for Justice As-
sistance in Washington, D.C. 

By Jerry Bernstein

Cerritos College hosted a 
community meeting Aug. 24 
in the college’s Teleconfer-
ence Room on plans to con-
vert the Strawberry Patch lo-
cated on the northeast corner 
of 166th Street and Studebaker 
Road into a storage area for 

new cars.
On July 19, the college 

signed a five-year agreement 
with Norm Reeves Honda, 
located in the Cerritos Auto  
Square, to store new cars on 
the site. The college will re-
ceive $35,500 a month for a 
total of $426,000 per year for 
the Foundation.

Residents living in the 
homes across from the pro-
posed storage site filled the 
Teleconference Room to ca-
pacity. Those whose homes 
backed onto 166th street com-
plained the lights from the 
parking lot would reflect di-
rectly into  their second. floor 
master bedrooms. 

“This is a residential area, 
not a business area,” stated 
one angry resident. “We don’t 

need a parking lot. Another 
asked why the college didn’t 
build an Alzheimer’s facil-
ity or Physical Therapy Cen-
ter where college nursing and 
medical students could get 
hands on experience.

All of this was a bit pre-
mature, however, since Cerri-
tos City Manager Art Gallucci 
said he knew nothing about 
the plan to store new cars there 
and that the college did not get 
city approval for the project.

President Dr. Jose Fi-
erro and Vice President Fe-
lipe Lopez recently met with 
City Manager Art Gallucci, at 
which time they outlined the 
plan for the property. 

The city issued a Stop 

Kaiser Permanente Donates 108 Backpacks

The ABC Education Foun-
dation received 108 backpacks 
full of school supplies from 
employees and physicians of 
Kaiser Permanente Cerritos 
Medical Offices to support the 
Foundation’s annual backpack 
drive. Backpacks were dis-
tributed on Aug. 23 to schools 
throughout ABC Unified 
School District. 

The ABC Education 
Foundation has been raising 
funds throughout the commu-
nity since 2012 for this project 
and has distributed backpacks 
to more than 4,600 students 
over the years. Mark Anthony 

Ruiz, realtor with Century 21 
Astro and former ABC Educa-
tion Foundation President, ini-
tiated the Foundation’s back-
pack drive in 2012 and chaired 
the committee for the last four 
years. Century 21 Astro con-
tinues to participate and vol-
unteer their support and funds 
each year.

Each year the schools are 
asked to provide a wish list 
of backpacks based on their 
knowledge of low income 
and homeless students at their 
school. District Social Worker, 
Tina Porter, worked directly 
with the schools to determine 

their needs this year. 
“Kaiser Permanente has 

been instrumental in support-
ing our backpack drive every 
year,” said ABC Education 
Foundation Board Member, 
Cindy Yen Chen, who is also 
the chair of the Foundation’s 
Backpack Initiative. “These 
backpacks were put together 
by Kaiser Permanente doctors 
and staff and include a variety 
of school supplies needed to be 
successful during the school 
year as well as notes of en-
couragement to the students.”

See Kaiser Permanente Page 7

Kaiser Permanente Cerritos administrators, physicians and other employees join ABC Foundation leaders Cindy 
Yen Chen and Mark Anthony Ruiz and children, as they donate 108 backpacks. 

Monday, Sept. 11 
12 Noon   
Artesia Veterans  
Memorial 
Artesia Park,  
18750 Clarkdale 
Ave., Artesia  Ceremony
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SCHOOL NEWS

And many more!

CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER

Dr. Shin Liu Awarded 
Excellence in Community 
Partnership Award

Next School 
Board Meeting:

  Sept. 5
7 p.m.

District Office
16700 Norwalk Blvd.
Cerritos, CA 90703

The University of Phoenix 
Southern California recently 
announced its Leadership Im-
pact Award Nominees, 65 dis-
tinguished alumni and com-
munity partners, who received 
top nominations for making a 
leadership impact.

Of 65 distinguished alum-
ni and community partners, 
26 award winners were an-
nounced at the Aug. 17 dinner 
at the Disney’s Grand Califor-
nian Hotel & Spa in Anaheim. 
Among them was Dr. Shin 
Liu, Professor at Rio Hondo 
College and Cerritos College 
Board Member.

 At the event, University 
of Phoenix Southern Califor-
nia highlighted the accom-
plishments of individuals and 
community partners who have 
made great strides in impact-
ing the local community, set-
ting high education standards 
and providing career-relevant 
higher education for working 
adults.

“This is the first year we 
have hosted the Leadership 
Impact Awards in Southern 
California, and the caliber of the 
nominees cannot be overstated,” 
said Mikal Powers, Campus Di-
rector for the Southern Califor-

nia and Hawaii campuses. 
Powers went on to state, 

“We have over 92,000 alumni 
in Southern California, and we 
work with 44 community or-
ganizations so we wanted to 
find a way to honor our most 
distinguished alumni and com-
munity partners.” 

LeeAnne Herbold, West 
District Vice President was at 
the event and said, “It was a 
privilege those who have dem-
onstrated leadership in their 
chosen profession or organiza-
tion and have made a lasting 
impact in the communities in 
which they live and work.”

Cerritos College is ranked 
14th among the top 100 schools 
with most Hispanic enrollment 
in the United States by the 
United States Department of 
Education.

Cerritos College is a His-
panic-Serving Institution and 
boasts nearly 70 percent La-
tino student population. The 
College also tops list for La-

Cerritos College Ranks 14th 
for Hispanic Enrollment

By Dr. Mary Sieu

Welcome back to school! 
ABC Unified School District 
began school on Thursday, 
Aug. 24.  To our 21,000 stu-
dents and families in the Dis-
trict, I hope that you had a safe 
and memorable time this sum-
mer. It has been a busy sum-
mer with a number of mainte-
nance projects focusing on our 
school renovations. 

Notwithstanding all of 
these improvements, we know 

Message from the ABC Superintendent

Welcome Back to the 2017-18 School Year
that an outstanding education 
starts with a cohesive Board of 
Education, a high quality staff 
and community to support our 
students. In ABCUSD, we 
take our greatest pride in our 
students. 

When asked what five 
things I would love people 
to know about ABC Unified 
School District, these would 
be on the top of my list:

• We have one of the most 
diverse school districts in 
the country. With 92 percent 
of our students from differ-
ent ethnic and socio-cultural 
backgrounds, we are able to 
flourish as a high performing 
school district in the State. 
Each year, our schools are rec-
ognized for the highest honors 
including National Blue Rib-
bon, California Gold Ribbon 
Schools and National Model 

Middle Schools. 
• ABC’s 16 magnet schools 

provide specialized thematic 
programs that are open to all 
students and families in and 
outside the District. Magnet 
schools provide an alternative 
choice for families interested 
in specialized areas such as 
Visual and Performing Arts, 
STEM Program, International 
Baccalaureate Program, Dual 
Language Immersion Program 
and Environmental Science to 
name a few. 

• For over a decade, our 
District’s collaborative labor-
management partnership has 
contributed toward focusing on 
what’s most important—rais-
ing student achievement. The 
dynamic collaboration at all 
levels of the organization with 
our labor groups has allowed 
us to weather the recession 
together. Our unique labor-
management partnership with 
ABC Federation of Teachers 
has been showcased through-
out the country as a model col-
laborative framework.

• ABCUSD serves the di-

verse communities of Artesia, 
Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens, 
and portions of Lakewood and 
Norwalk. We have developed 
strong collaboration with all 
these cities as well as part-
nered with many businesses 
and community organizations 
to support our students. 

• Our Class of 2017 in the 
ABC Unified School District 
was awarded $24.1 million in 
scholarships and grants. This 
total represents an increase of 
about $8 million since 2014 
and a $900,000 increase from 
the previous year.

I look forward to another 
exciting new school year. I 
wish to express my apprecia-
tion to all the staff, students, 
parents and community mem-
bers who do their part on a 
daily basis to ensure that our 
students in ABC learn in a safe 
and nurturing environment. 

To learn more information 
about our District, please go to 
the link and subscribe to our 
bimonthly District Digest.

Website: http://www.
enewsjet.com/districtdigest

tino transfers to the Califor-
nia State Universities, ranking 
second in the state.

The College will be recog-
nized as one of the leading in-
stitutions for Hispanics in the 
United States in the August is-
sue of Hispanic Outlook (HO) 
magazine, available on August 
28 at www.hispanicoutlook.
com.

Shin Liu
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ARTESIA:                                          
Labor Day Community BBQ 
Thursday, Aug. 31  •  5 - 8 p.m.   AJ Padelford Park 
Come to the park for some grilled food and fun. Bring a 
side dish to share with your family and your lawn chairs.

Patriot Day Ceremony 
Monday, Sept. 11 • 12 Noon   Artesia Veterans Memorial  
located at Artesia Park, 18750 Clarkdale Ave., Artesia  
A memorial to remember the victims of 9/11.
Join the community as we gather to display unity and
patriotism for this great United States of America.
Light refreshments will be served. 
 
CERRITOS
Cerritos on 2 Wheels Community Bike Event 
Saturday, Oct. 7  •  7 a.m. - 2 p.m. Sports Complex  

HAWAIIAN GARDENS 
 
3K Fun Run/Walk 
Saturday, Sept. 30  •  Fedde Sports Complex 

 Attorney at Law

(562) 404-4039
Probate, Wills and Trusts

 Guardianship, Conservatorship
 Elder Law, Powers of Attorney

CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER

 Invites You to Visit
Artesia Historical Museum

Frampton/Dantema House
 18644 Alburtis Ave.
Old Fire Station #30
      18641 Corby Ave.

     
562-865-3107

Artesia Historical Society
Open the 2nd 

Saturday of each 
month from 1-3 

p.m.
Free Admission

Welcome 
Back to 
School

ABC 
Students

askme@renejtrevino.com
562-842-7310  

You May Qualify for Student Loan Forgiveness 

WE CAN HELP!

Lower Monthly Payments

Full or Partial Forgiveness 

on your loans

Flexible Repayment Plans

Additional Forbearance 

and Federal Benefits

PPeace of mind knowing 

your loans are in the best 

place for YOU!

You May Qualify for...

The Cerritos Library pres-
ents “Golden Age of Classical 
Music” on Wednesday, Sept. 
13 at 7 p.m. in the Skyline 
Room. Virtuoso violinist Ju-
dith Aller and cellist Manon 
Robertshaw pay tribute to the 
Gypsy influence in the classi-
cal repertoire from 15th-centu-
ry Spain to the contemporary 
age.

Critically acclaimed for 
her recording of the Corelli “La 
Folia Variations,” Aller has 
toured as a soloist, recorded 
with the Finnish Radio Sym-
phony and taught at Sibelius 

Academy. Her teachers were 
Jascha Heifetz and her father, 
piano virtuoso Victor Aller.

Classically trained cellist 
Robertshaw, who began study-
ing cello and piano at age 5, 
has toured Europe and North 
America as soloist, orchestral 
and chamber musician. Rob-
ertshaw performed with Mu-
sique Sur La Mer at the Trib-
ute Concert in honor of Prince 
William and Duchess of Cam-
bridge Kate Middleton. 

For more information, call 
the Cerritos Library at (562) 
916-1342.

Cerritos Library to Host  
Classical Music Concert

Ernie Nishii Kicks Off Campaign  
for ABCUSD School Board 

Ernie Nishii supporters gathered at Frontier Park on Sunday, Aug. 27 to kick off his campaign for the ABC School Board.

Ernie Nishii’s campaign 
motto is “Better Schools for a 
Better Tomorrow!” He advo-
cates more instructional time to 
increase student performance. 
More instructional time means 
better performance. 

“We need more than the 
minimum to improve our 
standings. More instructional 
time will also enable lower 
performing schools to bridge 
the gap with the higher per-
forming schools, he said.  

“More instructional time 
will allow for more arts and 
more vocational education 
without sacrificing academics 
and will enhance our academ-
ics. It just takes prioritizing.” 

Nishii believes the ABC Dis-
trict needs new blood and new 
ideas on the board. “We have 
great administrators and teachers 
but we need out of the box think-
ing to advance our district.”   

His qualifications include: 
Southeast Japanese School 
and Community Center, Board 
member, 2013-present; Leal 
Elementary Arts Program, 
Co-President 2013-14; ABC 
Legislative Review Commit-
tee 2010-2016, Chair 2013; 
Ad Hoc Facilities Commit-
tee member 2016; Historic 
Wintersburg Committee le-
gal counsel/member, 2013-
present; Whitney High School 
Foundation member 2016-17; 

Whitney High School PTSA 
VP 2016; Measure M Com-
mittee 2003-2006, chair 2005, 
2006; Ovation Award (given 
to persons involved in the 
schools by ABC 2014); and  
City of Cerritos Asian Ameri-
can Recognition (2014).  

“As a parent I provide a 
perspective that needs to be 
heard on the board.  My expe-
rience as an attorney enables 
me to minimize liability hope-
fully before a lawsuit strikes.”

Nishii’s wife of 23 years, 
Young Choi, is a retired 
LAUSD teacher. His daughter, 
Yuri Nishii was a Leal gradu-
ate and currently attends Whit-
ney High School.   
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

By Jerry Bernstein

In Dealing with Others, 
Learn How to Compromise

A Wonderful Start to a New School Year

By Melinda Kimsey

I was having lunch with 
my FRIEND FROM FRUIT-
CAKE FLORIDA when VAL 
LYNDER, DEFENDER OF 
ALL THAT IS TRUE walked 
into the restaurant.  “I thought 
I’d find you here,” she said.
Mind if I join  you?” 

“Please do,” I said, know-
ing she wanted to discuss 
something. “What’s on your 
mind VAL?” I asked.

“I was sitting in the back 
of the Artesia council chamber 
during the Aug.  14 meeting.”

“I didn’t see you there,” I 
interrupted her.

“That’s because you 
weren’t looking,” she re-
sponded. “As I was saying, 
I don’t understand what the 
controversy is about the pro-
posed promenade on Pioneer 
Boulevard.”

“What don’t you under-
stand?” I asked.

 “I know It needs to be re-
designed, mainly reduced in 
width so there are two lanes for 
north and south bound traffic 
between 187th Street and 183rd 
Street, and I understand the left 
turn from  Pioneer at 183rd 
Street needs to be improved. 
What I don’t understand is why 
nothing is being done?”

“I agree with you,” my 
FRIEND FROM FRUIT-
CAKE, FLORIDA interjected. 
“I can see why the residents on 

the adjacent residential streets 
are upset, with the increased 
traffic on their streets because 
of the traffic congestion on 
Pioneer Boulevard.”

“I don’t have answers for 
you, VAL LYNDER,” I said, 
“but apparently the residents 
will decide how to fix the 
problem if the council doesn’t. 
You know there’s a recall 
movement pending against 
Mayor Ali Taj and Council-
men Miguel Canales and Vic-
tor Manalo.”

VAL LYNDER didn’t re-
spond immediately. Finally she 
said, “If the recall is held, the 
election is going to be nasty.”

“Why do you say that,” I 
asked.

“Both Canales and Mana-
lo have accused the recall pro-
ponents of making accusations 
about them they claim have no 
truth in them.”

At this point my FRIEND 
FROM FRUITCAKE, FLOR-
IDA interjected. “You know,” 
he said, “back  home we have 
had our share of recall elec-
tions. Sometimes accusations 
are made that tend to become 
nasty, to say the least, but the 
residents of FRUITCAKE 
know better than to let them 
decide how they will cast their 
ballot. I believe Artesia voters 
are no different” 

He paused for a moment. 
“And it’s time the council 
needs to take another look at 
the parking meters and how 
long shoppers can park on Pi-
oneer before they have to put 
money in the meters.”

Saying that, she arose from 
her chair. I have to go,” she said. 
My Friend from FRUITCAKE, 
FLORIDA also excused him-
self. Taking her arm, he said, 
“I’ll escort you to your car.”

 

In an article titled “Cerritos Resident Questions Appoint-
ment of Brian Hews to a City Commission,” which was 
printed in the Aug. 17 issue of the Gateway Guardian, Cer-
ritos resident Chris Foster was incorrectly quoted. 
The correct quote is: “Hews, the LA Weekly pointed out, 
uses his newspaper as a weapon. In the story, the former 
editor for the Cerritos Community News said that if Hews 
likes you, fine. But when he goes after you, he will use in-
nuendos, he will falsify, he will exaggerate and he does it 
without substantiation.”

By Brad Beach

The solar eclipse domi-
nated social media for several 
days, and now it is all about 
the newly developed vehicle 
storage lot on the Cerritos Col-
lege campus where Manassero 
Farms use to be.  

The college is attempting 
to lease the ground to Norm 
Reeves Honda for $35,000 a 
month, but local residents say 
they were not notified and giv-
en the opportunity for input.  
The City of Cerritos reports 
that they did not know about 
the development and a tempo-
rary use permit public hearing 
is set for Sept. 18 at City Hall.

I was very honored to help 
volunteer at the ABC Educa-
tion Foundation’s Backpack 
Drive. They do great things 
and should be commended for 
all the work they do for our 
students in ABC Unified. 

My wife and I had the 
pleasure of walking our old-
est daughter to Kindergarten 
last Thursday. Grandma came 
along, too, and took photo-
graphs to capture the event. I 

plan on joining the PTA at the 
school and encourage all par-
ents to join and help our kids.  

While driving around the 
City I noticed that Whitney 
High School has a new elec-
tronic sign. It looks great. 
Good luck to all the students in 
ABC Unified who just started 
back to school. 

Since my Neighborhood 
Watch Block Party, I have 
heard about three others and 
attended one of them. I love 
seeing the new ideas presented 
in different neighborhoods.  
The event last Saturday helped 
neighbors put up motion sensor 
lights and then had a potluck 
luncheon. Great job, Karen!  

A lot of these different 
neighborhood watch groups 
have also started their own Fa-
cebook pages and Whatsapp 
groups to keep the local resi-
dents more informed. If there 
is no block captain on your 
street please consider signing 
up with the city.

Crime continues to plague 
our streets, and residents have 
posted video surveillance of 
two men, one who was on a 
bike, going through Cerritos 
and checking vehicle door 
handles at night. Please lock 
your cars in the driveway or 
on the street and do not leave 
any valuables in the car. 

You can put up surveil-
lance cameras and outside 
flood lights to deter these crim-
inals and get footage for the 
Sheriff’s Dept. Houses that are 

tented for fumigation continue 
to be targeted for burglaries.  
If you need to do this, remove 
any valuables and notify the 
Sheriff’s Dept. as they can put 
motion sensors in your house.

Cars were recently racing 
through the northwest end of 
town. The racers then went 
into Bellflower and did do-
nuts in a parking lot. A huge 
crowd formed around the cars, 
and while I watched the video 
I was thinking how dangerous 
it was. 

Just then one of the cars 
lost control and ran over nu-
merous people. There was a 
also a CHP pursuit that came 
through Cerritos.  It went down 
South Street, Studebaker and 
Del Amo before leaving.

We have some new busi-
nesses coming to the Cerritos/
Artesia area. 7 Leaves Cafe is 
open on Norwalk and Artesia.  
Cauldron Ice Cream is open-
ing on Sept. 2 on Artesia Blvd.  
Sprouts is also opening soon 
on Pioneer and South and will 
be hiring approximately 100 
people if anyone needs a job.  

Four Seasons Buffet, Ve-
gas Style, is open at the loca-
tion where Home Town Buffet 
was on South and Gridley.  I 
was sad to hear our second 
KFC closed on Studebaker 
and Alondra.  

My thoughts and prayers 
are with the people of Texas as 
they deal with the aftermath of 
Hurricane Harvey.  Stay safe, 
Cerritos!

CORRECTION

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

Well, school is in session 
and our students are having 
a wonderful start to a new 
school year. I know because 
my grandkids are loving their 
Carver Elementary School 
teachers and their awesome 
principal! 

Thank you, Dr. Mary Sieu, 
for your great District Digest 
highlighting the many great 
achievements of the ABC 
School District and your very 
informative back to school col-
umn. We are so fortunate to 
have our great Superintendent, 
Dr. Mary Sieu, administrators, 
and teachers working so hard 
for our students!

As we move towards 
fall, lots of great events are 

still happening around town. 
There are some awesome Labor 
Day festivities and the Artesia 
Historical Society is honoring 
America’s military and their 
event is on Sept. 16. I have been 
to this event before and it is great 
fun. Hope to see you there. 

Of course, 9-11 is also a 
very important date for us to 
remember. Some cities are 
having formal events and oth-
ers are not. We can always 
remember our fallen friends 
and neighbors in other ways. 
For example, flying the flag is 
always good, or you can take 
some goodies to your local fire 
station or sheriff station. 

Artesia and Cerritos Li-
braries are having lots of ac-
tivities, too. One of particular 
interest is the activity, “Think-
ing Money.” This should be not 
only interesting and fun, but will 
also educate our youngsters on 
the value of a dollar. Frankly, 
some adults could probably 
benefit from a refresher course, 
including me. 

Be sure to check out the 
travel section this week, as 
our very own managing editor, 
Janet Beach, gives us a virtual 
tour, of sorts on her fabulous 
vacation where she traveled 
seeking out lighthouses. Very 
interesting!

Lots of congratulations are 
in order for some of the lead-
ers in our community.  First, 
congrats to Dr. Shin Liu from 
Cerritos College on her Lead-
ership Impact Award from the 
University of Phoenix.  Next, 
congrats to Councilmember 
Mark Pulido on his appoint-
ment to the Los Angeles Me-
morial Coliseum Commission. 

We are so fortunate to 
have these great leaders in our 
community.  Also, congrats to 
Cerritos College for being rec-
ognized as 14th out of the 100 
top schools with the most His-
panic students. Additionally, 
thank you Kaiser Permanente 
for donating 108 backpacks to 
the ABC Foundation’s Back-
pack Drive. 

Lastly, there is some 
controversy over the former 
strawberry patch at Cerritos 
College. Without going into 
the particulars of the subject 
matter, we elect people to 
solve these kinds of concerns 
and issues. 

Rather than taking a con-
tentious and acrimonious 
stand, perhaps it is wise to let 
the experts, both elected and 
staff to come to a mutually 
beneficial solution to this con-
troversy. 

As always, Happy Trails
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Are you a young woman 
between the ages of 14 and 17 
who volunteers in your com-
munity or school? Who sees 
challenges instead of obsta-
cles? Hope instead of despair? 
If you are a young woman who 
believes in the power of vol-
unteer action, then you may be 
eligible to win a Soroptimist 
Dream Believer Award.

The Dream Believer 
Award recognizes young 
women who make the commu-
nity and world a better place 
through volunteer efforts such 
as: fighting drugs, crime and 
violence; cleaning up the envi-
ronment; and working to end 
discrimination and poverty. 
Volunteer actions that benefit 
women or girls are of particu-
lar interest.

Soroptimist is an organi-
zation of women whose mem-
bers volunteer in their com-
munities, often working on the 
same problems that you do. 
Although we realize that vol-
unteering is its own reward, 
we also know it feels good to 
be recognized for your actions. 
And that’s why we sponsor 
this award.
Soroptimist International  
of Lakewood/Long Beach

5050 Clark Ave.
Lakewood CA 90712
Deadline: Sept. 15, 2017
Please contact Tawny 

Ruiz, Dream Believer Awards 
Chair, at 562-444-5203 or si-
tawnyruiz@gmail.com.

Lakewood/LB
Soroptimist 
Club Dream 
Believers Award

Bookmark Contest for  
students! Theme is “What’s 
Your Story?” This contest is 
for students in Kindergarten 
through Grade 12. There are 
four grade divisions: K-2; 3-5; 
6-8 & 9-12. Pick up an entry 
form today at Artesia Library. 
Deadline is Oct. 14.

Homework Center!  Free 
homework assistance for stu-
dents in Kindergarten through 
Grade 6. Homework Center 
hours are Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Thursdays 3-5 p.m.; 
Fridays 3-4:30 p.m.; Saturdays 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Thanks to the 
Woman’s Club of Artesia-
Cerritos for homework assis-
tance on Wednesdays!

Toddler Storytime. Fri-
days, Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29. From 
11 - 11:20 a.m. Following the 
Storytime, there will be plenty 
of time for play with age-ap-
propriate toys. This program 
is suggested for ages 1-3 and 
their parents/caregivers.

Beginning Readers Book 
Club. Saturday, Sept. 9. From 
12-1 p.m. Suggested for chil-
dren in Kindergarten through 
Grade 2. Books will be passed 
out during the book club ses-

sion, no need to check them 
out ahead of time.

Artesia Adult Book Club. 
Tuesday, Sept. 12. From 12 - 
1 p.m. The Tea Girl of Hum-
mingbird Lane by Lisa See. 
All interested persons are wel-
come and invited to attend.

Binary Bracelets. Satur-
day, Sept. 16. From 2-3 pm. 
Suggested for ages 6-18.

Mexican Bark Painting. 
Tuesday, Sept. 19. From 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month. For all ages.

Nutrition and Zumba for 
Adults. Saturday, Sept. 23. 
From 2-3:30 p.m. This pro-
gram will include a 20-minute 
Zumba exercise session to-
ward the end of the program. 
Presented by Challenge for 
Change The Whole Child.

Tuesday Evening Story 
Art. Tuesday, Sept. 26. From 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Suggested for 
ages 4-10 and their families!

Build-A-Thon. Saturday, 
September 30. From 6:30-7:30 
pm. Suggested for ages 3-14.  

Friends of the Artesia Li-
brary Meeting. Tuesday, Oct. 
3. From 6:30-8 p.m. All inter-
ested persons are welcome.

Artesia Library Events 
for September A fundraising event sup-

porting the re-election of ABC 
Unified School District Board 
Member Lynda Johnson was 
held on Aug. 23 at Julio’s Piz-
za in Artesia. Co-hosts for the 
event were prominent business 
leaders Parimal Shah and Bi-
pin Morari.

Since being elected to the 
ABC School board in 2011, 
Johnson has made student 
achievement and safety her pri-
orities. In the past school 
year, four district schools were 
recognized as California Gold 
Ribbon Schools as designated 
by the California Department 
of Education.

Johnson currently sits as 
the Board Liaison to the Citi-
zen’s Ad-Hoc Facilities Com-
mittee. This vital committee 
comprised of ABCUSD resi-
dents and district employees, 
is currently updating the Dis-
trict’s Facility Master Plan and 
will report back to the Board 
of Education in the fall with 
their findings.

“I look forward to serving 
residents of the ABC Unified 
School District another four 
years as their Board Mem-
ber,” Johnson said. “Our Dis-

trict will face challenges in the 
coming years. 

The District’s share of 
funding employee pension li-
ability payments will increase 
dramatically in the coming 
years just as revenue from the 
state is expected to be reduced. 
My experience and leadership 
during the District’s previ-
ous lean times provide me a 
unique perspective on manag-
ing future challenges.”

Lynda Johnson is en-
dorsed by Los Angeles County 

Fourth District Supervisor Jan-
ice Hahn, retired Los Angeles 
County Fourth District Super-
visor Don Knabe, State Board 
of Equalizaion Member Fiona 
Ma, Cerritos College Trust-
ee Shin Liu, Artesia Coun-
cilmembers Tony Lima, Sally 
Flowers and Victor Manalo, 
Cerritos Councilmember Na-
resh Solanki, Bellflower Coun-
cilmember Juan Garza and 
Former Cerritos Mayors Carol 
Chen, Bruce Barrows, George 
Ray and Barry Rabbitt.

Bipin Morari, Candidate Lynda Johnson and Parimal Shah.
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By Janet Beach

Have you ever stayed 
overnight at a lighthouse? If 
you have, you’ll know what a 
fantastic and truly original ex-
perience it is. If not, add it to 
your “must do” list right now!

For the past 19 years, my 
hobby has been visiting and 
photographing lighthouses. 
I’m sure that my husband and 
I have seen at least 500 light-
houses in our travels around 
the U.S., Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand.

While doing research for 
my first “Lighthouse Trip,” 
I discovered that several of 
them are B&B’s, offering 
overnight accommodations. 
My first experience was stay-
ing in the keeper’s house at 
Haceta Head Lighthouse on 
the Oregon Coast. 

I can’t even describe the 
beautiful setting with the 
lighthouse perched atop a high 
cliff and the ocean surging be-
low. And watching the beam 
of light go out over the ocean 
at night was mystical!

Just what do I love about 
lighthouses? Fresh air. Incred-
ible views. Nature around you. 
And the sea stretching out in 
front of you, vast and powerful.

Besides being set in beauti-
ful places, each one has its own 
story - how they were haunted, 
how they were destroyed by 
storms, how the keepers faced 
many hardships, etc.

So, we just returned from  
a trip to Canada and New York 
State. We saw about 20 light-
houses and stayed overnight in 
three of them. Each provided 
a unique and unforgettable ex-
perience.

We flew to Toronto, rented 
a car and thus began our 2017 
Lighthouse Adventure. After 
seeing a couple of lighthouses 
in Toronto, we drove to Bruce 
County, which actually has its 
own Lighthouse Tour of about 
15 lighthouses.

Then it was on to Montre-

al and Quebec City. Along the 
way, we stopped and visited 
lighthouses that were acces-
sible. (Some are out on islands 
and require a boat to see, so 
we crossed those off our list.) 

North of Quebec City we 
stayed at two “French” light-
houses, both of which were 
on islands. The first one was 
called Pot a l’Eau-de-Vie, 
loosely translated as Brandy 
Pot Lighthouse. In the town 
of Riviere du Loup, we met a 
four other adults at the dock, 
where a boat took us over to 
the island. 

The bright white lighthouse 
perched atop a hill was spetacu-
lar as it came into view. It is ba-
sically the only thing on the is-
land, except for a couple of out 
buildings, a viewing deck and a 
small separate residence.

We were given a tour of 
the lighthouse and told about 
its history. Then we got to 
climb the stairs to the top of 
the tower were the light used 
to be. The actual lens had been 
removed and was on display 
downstairs. 

The Lighthouse itself had 
three bedrooms, a kitchen, 
and a sitting room. Our hosts 
served the six of us a gourmet 
salmon dinner that night as a 
storm raged outside. This was 
exactly the kind of weather 
where ships needed the guid-
ing light from the lighthouse 
back in the day. Of course, 
now they all have GPS to keep 
them safe. 

The next morning, we had 
rolls and coffee, followed by a 
delicious full breakfast. About 
1 p.m. the boat arrived and 
took us back to the mainland.

Two days later, we stayed 
at the L’Isle Verte (Green Is-
land) Lighthouse, which was 
also on an island. This time we 
took our car on the ferry. 

This lighthouse was a tall 
tower, separate from the two 
keepers houses where guests 
stayed overnight. We had to 
bring our own dinner to this 

lighthouse because they only 
served a hot breakfast. 

Luckily, the hosts at these 
two lighthouses both spoke 
English, as well as French.

I took a tour of this light-
house and climbed close to 
100 steps to the top of the 
tower. It had a 500 watt bulb 
in it, which we saw turning 
that night in the dark. What a 
view from the top! It was in-
credible.

I learned that the two can-
nons next to the lighthouse 
were actually fog guns. I had 
heard a lot about fog horns, 

Staying Overnight in a Lighthouse: A Mystical Experience

Pot a l’Eau-de-Vie (Brandy Pot) Lighthouse, Riviere-du-Loup,  QC, Canada

Phare (Lighthouse) de L’Isle Verte,  QC, Canada

Braddock Point Lighthouse, Hilton, NY

Photos by Janet Beach

Pointe au Pere Lighthouse - Rimouski, QC, Canada Kincardine Lighthouse - Kincardine, ON, Canada Windmill Point Lighthouse - Windmill Point, ON, Canada

See Lighthouse Tour Page 8


