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By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil formally adopted a $89.3 
million budget for fiscal year 
2014-15 at its June 16 meet-
ing. Combined with the $20.5 
million budget of the Succes-
sor Agency to the Redevelop-
ment Agency, the total budget  
is $109.9  million. 

Budget Manager Jerry De-
Masi said recommended  City 
Council changes have reduced 
travel meetings expenses by 
$32,050 for an annual expen-
diture of $65,000. City Coun-
cilman George Ray said he 
felt the travel budget could be 
reduced by another $7,000 to 
$58,000,  which received coun-
cil approval. 

Ray said, “With the current 

Cerritos Approves $109.9 Million Budget;
Council Reduces Travel Budget to $58,000

economic situation, it gives the 
council an opportunity to exert 
a leadership role, especially 
when we’re asking city em-
ployees to reduce spending and 
as other employees have retired 
and not been replaced. In addi-
tion, we’re asking residents to 
assume responsibility for some 
of the cost of programs.” 

He said, “I believe  coun-
cil members communicating 
with each other can determine 
who is going to attend meet-
ings and can allocate sufficient 
times for members to attend a  
number of meetings.”

At the same time the coun-
cil added $30,000 for medians 
and parkway repairs and to in-
sure the median maintenance 
cycle. 

The council also upheld its 

previous reduction of  $15,480 
that discontinued the city’s 
community calendar. 

Mayor Pro Tem Carol 
Chen expressed strong sup-
port for the city’s Economic 
Commission and  the  “Busi-
ness Retention and Expansion 
Workshop,” which was held 
earlier this year that offered 
information and service by the 
city’s local businesses. 

She said, “Even if the at-
tendance wasn’t what they 
expected, the information pro-
vided was good. She felt fur-
ther outreach programs were 
in order and hoped there was 
room in the budget for them. 

Chen suggested the com-
mission might contact the 

ABC Approves Facilities Plan; 
To Vote on Bond Issue July 15

Cerritos Fire Station 30 on 
Pioneer Boulevard received a 
new fire truck in June.

The 450-horsepower fire 
engine enhances firefighter 
safety and comfort. The truck 
accommodates a 200-gallon 
foam tank and a 500-gallon 
water tank. The vehicle’s main 
fire pump is capable of emit-

Cerritos Station 30 Gets New Fire Truck
ting 1,500 gallons per minute. 
The truck’s Compressed Air 
Foam System delivers re-
tardant foam to extinguish 
flames. The foam helps to 
prevent structures from being 
caught in flames. 

With improved vehicle 
braking and emergency light-
ing systems for community 

safety, the fire engine features 
a 30 percent more fuel-effi-
cient diesel engine. The ve-
hicle is expected to improve 
serviceability while reducing 
maintenance costs.

The Cerritos Fire Station 
recently also acquired a para-
medic squad unit to serve the 
community. Cerritos City Council members take a look at the new fire truck at Station 30.

        See ABC District Page 2            See Cerritos Budget Page 5

Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens Celebrate the 4th Cerritos College in Danger 
of Losing Accreditation 

Lady Liberty and Uncle Sam on stilts, young singers, and historical figures entertain the crowds in Cerritos 
on July 4. Artesia and Hawaiian Gardens had festivities as well.    See story and more photos on Page 3.

By Jerry Bernstein

Cerritos College has been 
issued a warning by the Ac-
crediting Commission for 
Community and Junior Col-
leges that it is in danger of los-
ing its accreditation. 

The warning, signed by 
Commission President Bar-
bara A. Beno, PhD, stated the 
Commission recognizes the 
achievements under the lead-
ership of Dr. Linda Lacy; how-
ever, interference by the Board 
of Trustees majority has placed 
the College in jeopardy. 

According to the report, 
areas of improvement for the 
College include degree and 
certificate student-learning 
outcomes and Board of Trust-
ee leadership.

In the report Dr. Berno 
stated the district has provided 

numerous training sessions 
for Board members, but their 
behavior remains unchanged. 
“The behavior of the Board 
majority must align with Eli-
gibility Requirements, Ac-
creditation Standards, and 
Commission policies and in 
accordance with its own poli-
cies and state laws.” 

The majority board mem-
bers referred to are Sandra 
Salazar, Marisa Perez, Carmen 
Avalos and John Paul Drayer.  

Under U.S. Department of 
Education rules, the commis-
sion may take immediate ac-
tion to terminate the accredita-
tion of an institution which is 
out of compliance. It can  also 
allocate a one-time, short-term 
“good cause extension,” giv-
ing the college time to comply.  

           See Cerritos College Page 9

By Jerry Bernstein

The ABC Board of Educa-
tion approved a District Facili-
ties Master Plan (DMP) in a 
4-3 vote following a conten-
tious meeting before a packed 
room of school officials, teach-
ers and district residents. 

Questions asked from the 
floor included how the plan 
would be funded since a pro-
posed $235 million bond issue, 
which the Board will vote on 
at its July 15 meeting, would  
provide only one-third of its 
proposed cost.

Chief Financial Officer Toan 
Nguyen explained the DMP was 
a plan that showed the physi-

cal needs of the District. If the 
Bond Issue, which is separate, 
is approved, then the Board 
will have to decide what facil-
ities will be paid for with the 
bond funds. He stressed the 
two were separate issues. 

Supporters of both the 
DMP and bond issue noted 
the deficiencies in the Dis-
trict’s 16 schools that included 
classrooms that were too small 
for the increased enrollment, 
lack of current equipment in 
the science laboratories and 
classrooms, lack of band in-
struments and, in general, the 
technology tools students need 
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Certificates of Recognition were presented to Student Board Representa-
tives at the June 4 ABC School Board meeting. Superintendent Dr. Mary 
Sieu thanked the students for a job well done. Rrepresentating their schools 
during the school year were: Cintya Arechiga and Avalee Dawson, Artesia 
High; Gabriel Costa and Briana Davis, Cerritos High; Amanda Lin and 
Neethu Mathew, Gahr High; Brittany Casady, Tracy High; Pete Thieng-
trong and Mary Ann Tinengtrong, Whitney High; and Mary Ann Kaurthara 
and Camina Rivera, ABC Adult School.

ABC Board Recognizes CIF Champs

ABC Board of Education President Sophia Tse presented Certificates of 
Recognition to members  and their coach of the Cerritos High School Tennis 
Team Division IV CIF Championships at the Board’s June 4 meeting. Team 
members are Siv Chevum, Karishma Gokhale, Rachel Guaderrama, Taylor 
Heath, Eunice Kim, Eugenee Lee, Sami Leung, Viannca Martinez, Niyati 
Patel, Colleen Phong, Adhithi Raghaven,Toby Tsai,Krystal Ueno, Katie 
Wee, Shirline Wee, Justine Wu, Michelle Megan and Coach Alvin Kim.

ABC CyberSmart Month Video Contest winners were presented with Cer-
tificates of Recognition by the ABC School Board members and Dr. Mary 
Sieu, Superintendent.

Student Board Representatives

CyberSmart Month Video Winners

From Page 1ABC District

Superintendent’s Column

to succeed in today’s techno-
logical world.  

Parents with children 
enrolled in ABC agreed the 
schools needed to be updated 
and repaired, but they too 
wanted to be kept informed.

Scott Gaudineer, AIA, 
president of Flewelling & 
Moody related that when his 
generation was in school there 
were no Stem programs, iPads 
and calculators. It was a differ-
ent world.  He said technology 
is now a necessary tool used in 
educating our children, and our 
schools need to be prepared to 
meet the challenge. 

Many present appeared 
to be concerned with District 
transparency. They wanted to 
be kept informed and weren’t 
necessarily opposed to the 
Bond Issue and the DMP. 

Questions asked included 
what criteria was used to come 
up with the FMP draft and how 
the cost was determined. There 
was also questions on how the 
school site committees were 
selected and how many times 
they met and why there was no 
at-large community members 
on any of the committees.

Representatives from the 
firm of Flewelling & Moody 
and ABC Chief Financial Of-
ficer Toan Nguyen said ev-
ery school in the District had 
been visited to determine their 
physical condition and needs.  

Discussions were held with the 
principals and teachers, as well 
as parents. Notifications were 
sent to 17,000 homes in the 
District. However, Board Vice 
President Lynda Johnson ques-
tioned if residents with no chil-
dren attending ABC schools 
but lived within the District 
boundaries were notified. 

One resident said some 
of the school have less than 
400 students, while others 
had 700 or more. She asked 
if any thought had been given 
to consolidating two or more 
schools and possibly rent out 
the empty school to generate 
additional revenue. 

“I know this is not a subject 
you like to discuss, but can the 
District afford a $235 million 
bond debt? asked Johnson.

One parent said he favored 
upgrading the schools but not-
ed technology changes every 
four or five years. “Will we be 
paying for old technology for 
30 years? 

Those who recognized the 
need for classroom improve-
ments questioned the rush for 
putting the Bond Issue on the 
November. What’s the rush? 
They felt the community 
needed more time to review 
the FMP. 

However, one supporter 
commented to this reporter,”If 
we wait, the interest rates will 
raise, and it will cost more.”

By Dr. Mary Sieu

On June 24, the Board 
of Education approved of the 
Local Control Accountability 
Plan (LCAP) for the District. 
The LCAP focuses on the eight 
State priorities, as well as how 
the Local Control Funding 
Formula (LCFF) is going to be 
used to support it. 

Included in the LCAP are 
the annual actions, services 
and expenditures over the 
course of the next three years 
to address the eight State pri-
orities. 

In brief, the LCAP sup-
ports K-3 class size reduction; 
adoption of new textbooks and 
instructional materials aligned 
with the Common Core State 
Standards; professional devel-
opment for K-12 teachers on 
the Common Core; providing 
AVID (Advancement Via In-
dividual Determination) at all 
secondary schools; restoring 

elementary summer school; 
increasing access to Advanced 
Placement classes and adding 
counselors and wellness coor-
dinators at the high schools.  

New supplemental and 
concentration funds, LCFF 
funds, will be dedicated to 
support English learners, low 
income students, redesignat-
ed English learners and foster 
youth as required by the State.  
New programs such as Imagine 
Learning for English learners and 
struggling students will be avail-
able at all elementary schools.  

Reading Plus will be avail-
able for all secondary ELD 
students. Support for greater 
parent engagement and stu-
dent connectedness will be 
available. For a list of all the 
goals, services and actions in 
the LCAP, please refer to the 
50 page LCAP available on 
the District’s website.  

This is still a “work in 
progress.” The Los Angeles 
County Office of Education 
will be reviewing all LCAPs 
in the County and will give 
feedback in August.

On July 15 at 7 p.m., the 
Board of Education will con-
tinue their discussion on the 
Facilities Master Plan, as well 

ABC Board Approves Local 
Control Accountability Plan

      See Superintendent Page 3

Next School Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 15  •  7 p.m.

District Office: 16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703
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ARTESIA:
Free Summer Food Program for Children at Artesia Parks
June 23 - Aug. 29
All children age 18 and under are welcome to participate in 
the free breakfast (9-10 a.m. at Artesia Park & 9:30 - 10:30 
a.m. at AJ Padelford Park). The lunch program is available 
(12:30-1:30 p.m. at Artesia park & 12:30 - 1:45 at AJ Padelford 
Park. Meals are served Monday-Friday. Call (562) 860-3361 
for Artesia Park and (562) 407-1723 for Padelford Park.

Just Dump It (Legally) Event
July 12  •  8 a.m. - 12 p.m.   
Artesia Park & AJ Padelford Park 
Residents may drop off large and bulky items for free haul 
away. Los angeles County will also be collecting e-waste and 
hazardous waste at Artesia Park in the Elaine parking lot.
(562) 865-6262

Senior Excursion to Orange County Fair
July 16  •  10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  Bus leaves from and returns to 
Artesia Park Elaine parking lot.  (562) 860-3361

Six Flags Magic Mountain Excursion
July 24 - 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.   AJ Padelford Park and North 
Artesia Community Center   $31.50 per person
Must be 48 inches tall to participate.   (562)-407-1723

CERRITOS:
Concert in the Plaza
Friday, July 11  •  6:30 p.m.  Liberty Park

Grandparents Month Activity
July 11 & July 18  •  Cerritos Senior Center 

Rabies Clinic
Wednesday, July 23  •    6:30 – 8 p.m.
Cerritos Park East, Shelter 1 

HAWAIIAN GARDENS:
12th Benefit Car Show and Concert
Sunday, July 20 •  11 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Fedde Jr. High 
School Grounds, 21409 S. Elaine Avenue
Spectators $5 Donation, 12 and under free with paid adult 
(562) 420-2641 ext. 254 

LA PALMA:
Concert in the Park - Neil Diamond Tribute
Saturday, July 12  •  6:30 - 8 p.m.
La Palma Central Park Amphitheater

By Jerry Bernstein 

The Hawaiian Gardens City 
Council approved a $19,987,839 
budget for the fiscal year 2014-
15 at its June 24 meeting. 

In his report to the council 
City Finance Director David 
Sung said estimated casino 
license revenue was lower by 
93 percent, which he said was 
about $745,006. Sung said this 
was in anticipation of the fiscal 
impact during the construction 
of the new Hawaiian Gardens 
Casino building. 

He said estimated building 
permit revenue will increase 
by $480,000 from the casino 
project. The city will use Gen-
eral Funds that are unassigned 
to make up the budgeted defi-
cits of $220,219.

The Finance Director also 
reported the city has met its 
fiscal obligation to meet the 
$15 million in reserves to be 
used only in the event of an 
emergency or natural disaster. 
The ending fund balance of 
the General Fund as of June 
30, 2014 is estimated to be 
$18,985,489. 

The $750,000 Equipment 
Replacement Fund is fully 
funded as of July 1, 2014. He 
said the city will continue to 
maintain a strong funded posi-
tion in the General Fund.

Capital projects scheduled 
for the new fiscal year include
the $2.4 million Carson Beau-
tification Project, which will 
be paid for by the develop-
ment fee the city anticipates to 
collect from the construction 

Hawaiian Gardens Approves Budget 
project of the Hawaiian Gar-
dens Casino and the $100,000 
Residential Rehabilitation Pro-
gram, which will be restarted 
after being cancelled last year. 

Measure R fund revenue 
will pay for this year’s street 
overlay project, estimated at 
$400,000. The traffic signal 
project at Norwalk Boule-
vard and 223rd Street will be 
paid for by the Landscape and 
Lighting District Fund. Esti-
mated costs are $270,000.
Budget Summary General Fund

A breakdown of  the bud-
get reveals  the Human Servic-
es Department has a projected 
budget of  $3,193, 246. This in-
cludes administration, the sum-
mer lunch program, Clarkdale 
Park, Youth and Adult Sports, 
Teen Center, Special Events, 
Lee Ware Park and Pool, Se-

By Jerry Bernstein

The cities of Artesia, Cer-
ritos and Hawaiian Gardens 
celebrated America’s Indepen-
dence Day with a large turnout 
of residents and friends. In Ha-
waiian Gardens, the celebration 
took place on July 3 at Fergu-
son Elementary School.

There were games for 
the youngsters and the In-N- 
Out Hamburger truck offered 

Cities Celebrate 4th of July
Cerritos

Hawaiian 
Gardens

hamburgers for $1. Music 
was provided  in all three cit-
ies. Looking at the parents 
and youngsters in attendance, 
Mayor Reynaldo Rodriguez 
said, “This is why we celebrate 
America’s Independence Day. 
It brings the people together.”

In Cerritos, Bloomfield 
Avenue was blocked off from 
183rd Street north to the Town 
Center intersection. There were 
food booths, games and rides, 

and like in Hawaiian Gardens 
and Artesia. People were set-
ting up chairs and placing blan-
kets on the grounds for  family 
picnics. 

At 6:30 p.m. Mayor Mark 
Pulido greeted the celebrants 
and introduced Martha and 
George Washington, who rang  
the first gong of a bell repre-
senting the Liberty Bell in Phil-
adelphia. 

This was followed by the 
Mayor and members of the 
City Council and the Let Free-
dom Ring Committee. In all, 
there were 13 rings in honor of 
the 13 colonies that declared 
their independence from Great 
Britain in 1776.

In Artesia, Mayor Tony 
Lima and Mayor Pro Tem 
Miguel Canales looked across 
Artesia Park where families 
were settling in for the fire-
works display. 

The children’s area was 
filled with youngsters sliding 
down the slide and climbing 
the monkey bars.

“Artesia is a city made up 
of a diverse population, but they 
are all Artesians,” said Mayor 
Tony Lima. “This is the mean-
ing of America and our July 4 
celebration.” 

At 9 p.m. the fireworks in 
all three cities began, signifying 
three cities, one country.

nior Citizens Center, Commu-
nity Outreach Services, Alter-
native to Gang (ATGM) Fedde 
Sports Complex, and the Rec-
reation Commission.

Public Works has a budget 
of $1,275,475. Parks and Fields, 
$1,446,895. Public Safety in-
cludes Community Services, 
$3,376,267 and Public Safety 
Commission $4,844. General 
Government includes the City 
Council, City Manager, City 
Attorney, City Clerk, Finance, 
Non-Departmental, Information 
Technology, Card Club and Per-
sonnel for a total of $4,597,336.

Community Develop-
ment  includes Planning, Plan-
ning Commission, Building 
and Engineering for a total of 
$1,487,046. City Council mem-
bers receive an annual gratuity 
of $9,550 plus medical benefits.  

as explore a bond measure for 
the November election. The 
Facility Master Plan is avail-
able on the District website.

The Facilities Needs As-
sessment and Facilities Master 
Plan is the product of a plan-
ning process undertaken by the 
District in an effort to identify 
potential improvements to its 
existing facilities and to en-
hance educational opportuni-
ties for its students. 

A needs assessment and 
community engagement prog-
ress was conducted at each 
school site from April through 
June this year. The team of 
architects from Flewelling & 

Moody, along with District 
staff, conducted site meetings 
with administrators, teachers, 
support staff, parents and stu-
dents to provide input regard-
ing key improvements for con-
sideration. Findings from these 
meetings contributed to the 
overall vision for the District 
schools as a long-range plan.   

At the upcoming Board 
meetings on July 15, staff will 
review the process and ratio-
nale for the Needs Assessment 
and Facilities Master Plan. 
The community is welcome to 
tune in or come to the Board 
meetings to learn more about 
the District’s plans.

Superintendent’s Column From Page 2
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Letters 
to the Editor
The Gateway Guardian 
encourages submission 
of Letters to the Editor.

•  Letters must be no more than 
200 words, typed and double 
spaced or sent electronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by 
the author and must include 
the author’s address and 
phone number.
•  Opinions expressed in let-
ters do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Gateway 
Guardian staff.
•  The editors reserve the right 
to refuse or edit editorial con-
tent, without notice, for length, 

By Jerry Bernstein

One Does Not Have a Claim on 
Life but Only the Right to Use It

A Note from the Publisher

By Melinda Kimsey

School Is Out;  Time for Some Summer Fun!

It was a slow morning. I 
had just finished my last story 
for that week’s edition when 
my friend VAL LYNDER, 
DEFENDER OF ALL THAT 
IS TRUE, marched into the of-
fice. I could tell she was agitat-
ed. Her blue umbrella with the 
white polka dots was swinging 
dangerously at her side. “Good 
morning Val,” I said. “It’s a 
beautiful morning.”

“Yes, I supposed it is,” she 
replied.

“What’s wrong, Val?” I 
asked. “You seem upset.”

 “You would be too,” she 
said, “if you had a closed busi-
ness meeting with your Board 
of Directors to discuss a new 
advertising program your com-
pany was going to launch, and 
one of your directors broke 
confidence and informed a 
newspaper reporter who wrote 
an unsavory story about it.”

“Not good,” I replied. 
“What’s the name of the com-
pany?” I asked.

“Can’t tell you,” she an-
swered. “But, it’s a company 
my sister works for in North-
ern California. They were 
forced to cancel the program.” 
VAL LYNDER paused for a 
moment. “Can you believe 
that?” she asked.

“Yes I can,” I answered. 
“Something similar occurred 
here, only it wasn’t a company 
but a public agency.”

“Oh?”
“That’s all I can tell you, Val.
“Well, I don’t know what the 

world is coming to,” she said.
I could tell she was calm-

ing down. Her umbrella was 
no longer tapping on the floor. 

“Some people are in it for 
themselves,” I said. “Fortu-
nately, most people are honest 
and do the right thing.”

“I guess you’re right,” she 
said. “It’s like politics. Some 
people will vote for a candi-
date because they belong to 
the same political party even 
though the candidate is not 
qualified for the job.” 

“That’s why it’s so impor-
tant for the average voter to 
cast his/her ballot at election 
time,” I said, “and know what 
the issues are. I’m a registered 
Republican, have been since I 
cast my first ballot for Dwight 
Eisenhower,” I said. “However, 
I’ve made no secret that I’ll split 
my vote if the other party has a 
more qualified candidate.”

VAL LYNDER, DEFEND-
ER OF ALL THAT IS TRUE, 
looked at me. “Really!” she 
exclaimed.

“Really,” I said.

We sat there in silence for 
a few minutes. Finally she ex-
claimed, “Good for you.”

“Don’t get me wrong, Val. 
I vote Republican, but I also 
look at the candidates’s quali-
fications and then make my 
decision.”

“I thought education was 
supposed to be bipartisan,” 
she said.

“It’s supposed to be,” I 
answered. “So are city council 
elections, I added.

My friend sat there for a 
moment. Finally she said, “I 
have to go, but I’m really upset 
with his breaking a confidence 
like he did.” Saying that, she 
raised her umbrella and brought 
it down on my desk.

VAL LYNDER,” I said, “I 
wish you wouldn’t do that.”

No sooner had VAL 
LYNDER left than my Friend 
from Fruitcake Florida breezed 
in. “What’s new?” he asked as 
he sat himself down.

“Not much,” I answered.
“I heard your Cerritos 

Sheriff Captain Keith Swens-
son is being transferred to 
Lakewood, which oversees 
Artesia, Hawaiian Gardens 
and Lakewood, replacing Cap-
tain  Ladenheim

”His Last day in Cerritos 
was June 22,” I answered.

“That was a surprise,” he 
said.

“True, but with the reor-
ganization of the Sheriff’s De-
partment, I’m not surprised. 
Bill Cicchillo will be Cerri-
tos’ new Sheriff Station Com-
mander.” Before my Friend 
From Fruitcake, Florida could 
ask, I said, “Cicchillo’s previ-
ous assignment was oversee-
ing the Los Angeles County 
Reserve  Forces Bureau.”

“Where’s Captain  Laden-
heim been transferred to?” he 
asked.

“He told me his new as-
signment is in the Major Crimes 
Unit for the department.

Changing the subject, he 
asked, ”How’d the installation 
of the Cerritos Chamber of 
Commerce officers go?”

“Fine,” I said. “Why do 
you ask.”

“I thought it was nice the 
way they honored the volun-
teers. Mary Ann Wood was 
named Ambassador of the 
Year, and Jamie Schramm  as 
Volunteer of the Year, with 
Amber Lee and Tony Borri-
boonratara as Business Per-
sons of the Year, but then I had 
to leave.” 

“A’Roma Ristorante was 
named Busness of the Year 
and the Doug Padelford Me-
morial Award was presented 
to Megan Richardson with the 
Los Cerritos Center,” I said.

“I know,” he answered. 
“Well, I have to leave. Have 
a good day,” he said as he 
walked out the door.  

Greetings, friends and 
neighbors! I hope you all had a 
safe and accident free July 4th. 
There is nothing that celebrates 
the 4th like a great barbeque 
and some fireworks. Some-
how, the 4th of July sends a 
message that summer is really 
here and to be enjoyed. 

Speaking of summertime 
events, be sure to check out the 
community calendar as most 
parks in our area are starting 
their concerts in the park. 

The City of Cerritos 
claims that the Heritage Park 
Island Stage is the hottest tick-
et in town.  I live very close to 
Heritage Park and the concerts 
really are fabulous. 

Also, you don’t need to 
cook (what a shame) as there 
are vendors selling lots of es-
pecially delicious food. The 
first concert is tonight, July 
10th with the Stone Soul band 
performing. 

Speaking of good things, 
we have some great photos of 

city kids and folks having a 
good time during July 4th ac-
tivities. I know you will enjoy 
those photos, as well as the ar-
ticles that accompany them. 

Now that school is out, 
there are some great opportu-
nities to have some new ad-
ventures, both in recreation 
and education opportunities. I 
hope you will check out what 
is happening in the Cities of 
Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian 
Gardens, La Palma and Cerri-
tos College. 

I recently attended a Cer-
ritos Chamber grand opening 
at Planet Fitness in the City of 
Hawaiian Gardens. This place 
is fantastic! The folks there 
are nice and friendly. I would 
highly suggest that, if you are 
so inclined, stop by and take 
the tour. I am sure you will feel 
very welcomed! 

Hope you mark your cal-
endars for July 17 as that is the 
Cerritos Chamber’s mixer at 
Lazy Dog, located at the Cer-
ritos Mall. This place is awe-
some! Really good food and 
lots of really nice people. Be 
sure to check out the paintings, 
especially the one of the Bull-
dog. Too cute!

I would like to offer a big 
welcome to our newest part-
ner, the Aquarium of the Pacif-
ic. They have so many exhibits 
at the Aquarium, and they of-

fer some very enjoyable op-
portunities to interact with our 
friends from the ocean. 

My grandkids and I always 
have a great time when we vis-
it. We have fun looking at the 
animals and having lunch. 

I would highly recom-
mend a visit, especially if you 
have not been. Also, they have 
a very nice gift shop too. Just 
ask my granddaughter, she 
loves to shop!

  Happy Trails!

 Hawaiian Gardens newest business, Planet Fitness, officially opened its 
doors June 26 with a ribbon cutting ceremony conducted by the Cerritos 
Regional Chamber of Commerce. Located on the southeast corner of Nor-
walk Boulevard and Centralia  Avenue, the health club is a friendly place 
to exercise with the latest brand name equipment. Featured is a popular 
30-minute express workout, as well as unlimited fitness training classes. 
Besides the latest exercise equipment, it also has showers and lockers and 
is open 24 hours. Planet Fitness was established in 1992 and has facilities 
nationwide.

Planet Fitness Holds Ribbon 
Cutting; Donates $500

Hawaiian Gardens received a check for $500 from Planet Fitness to help battle 
child obesity in the city. An estimated 33 percent of the city’s youngsters are 
over weight. Together the city, Tri-City Regional Medical Center and ABC 
Unified School District have partnered to combat this pressing issue. Created 
by Tri Cities’ Alexander Khananashvi, the program is being introduced in the 
curriculum of four elementary schools that serve the city. Planet Fitness Gen-
eral Manager Ryan Perez said the health center is more than happy to support 
this program, which he said fits into their fitness program.

for the 
Gateway 
Guardian

AD
Salesperson

Call 
Jerry Bernstein                           
(562) 650-0437

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com 
562.493.6653
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Buying or Selling Real Estate?
Call... Lou Trerotola
 @ 310-408-9249

Your Realtor 
& Neighbor

LouTrerotola@yahoo.com
Lou-StoreAndMore.com

and consider it done!
Interior Design 
Prof. Photographer*

T  h  e
Paparazze

Realtor

BRE 00972527

By Mayor Mark E. Pulido

Summer is here, and if 
you’re looking for something 
fun to do, look no further than 
our own backyard here in Cer-
ritos. The City offers a wealth 
of activities and recreational 
facilities to keep you and your 
family busy.

The City’s 2014 Fam-
ily Entertainment Showcase 
kicked off this week with 
Monday Night at the Movies 
at Liberty Park, Tuesday Fam-
ily Nights at various neighbor-
hood parks, Wednesday Little 
Kids’ Big Show at Liberty 
Park, Thursday Concerts Un-
der the Stars at Heritage Park 
and Friday Concerts in the 
Plaza at Liberty Park. 

All of these events are free 
and feature family-oriented 
fun. Some of the movies be-
ing shown this summer in-
clude “Monsters University,” 
“Frozen” and “The Croods.” 
Knyght Ryder (80s), Smokin’ 
Cobras (Oldies) and Abbey 
Road (Beatles Tribute) are 
among the musical groups that 
will perform at this summer’s 
Thursday Concerts Under the 
Stars. For a complete listing of 
Family Entertainment Show-
case events, visit the City web-
site at cerritos.us or call the 
Recreation Services Division 
at (562) 916-1254. 

With 25 parks and recre-
ation facilities throughout the 
city, there is no shortage of 
activities. Take your family to 
any of the City parks, such as 
Cerritos Park East, Heritage 
Park and Liberty Park. 

A new playground area 
featuring colorful slides and 
swing sets was recently opened 
at Heritage Park. Several parks 
have been upgraded with new 
rubberized playground surfac-
ing, including Heritage Park, 
the Cerritos Sports Complex 

and Gonsalves Park. All neigh-
borhood parks will eventually 
receive the new playground 
surface material.

 Sign your children up for 
swim lessons or simply take 
a dip in the pool and cool off 
this summer at the Cerritos 
Swim & Fitness Center. Reg-
ister for a golf lesson, hit the 
driving range or play a round 
at the City’s Iron-Wood Nine 
Golf Course. A wide variety 
of classes, excursions and 
sports activities for children 
and adults will be offered in 
the “Community Services Pro-
gram” that will arrive in the 
August issue of “The Cerritos 
News” later this month.

Visit the Cerritos Library 
for some fun activities, includ-
ing special Summer Reading 
Programs for children, teens 
and adults. Kids will enjoy 
storyteller Karen Kraut; a pre-
sentation about wildlife from 
Pacific Animal Productions; 
comedy, music and magic in 
an Animal Magic! Show; and 
a sing-along class with Pris-
cilla Kandel.  

Teens are invited to par-
ticipate in a Handmade Cards 
Workshop and two Paper Toy 
Workshops in which they will 
create some innovative wild 
animals. Summer Reading 
Program offerings for adults 
include a Music of China pre-
sentation, a musical production 
from the Pennyroyal Players, a 
vocal and classical guitar duo 
concert and a performance by 
Ballet Folklorico Mexico L.A. 
For more information about 
summer Library activities, call 
(562) 916-1388.

Those who are 50 years 
and older can participate in 
workshops and recreational 
programs available at the Cer-
ritos Senior Center at Pat Nix-
on Park. Take a Zumba class, 
learn about stress and relax-
ation or take an excursion to 
the Pageant of the Masters in 
August. 

For more information 
about activities at the Cerritos 
Senior Center, call (562) 916-
8550.

The City’s website at cer-
ritos.us offers information 
about the programs and events 
throughout the city. I encour-
age all Cerritos residents to en-
joy all that the City has to offer. 
Have a safe and fun summer!

Enjoy Summertime 
Fun in City of Cerritos

Mayor’s Column

The Downey Patriot took 
home four awards at the L.A. 
Press Club's annual awards 
banquet held Sunday night at 
the Biltmore Hotel.

Staff writer Christian 
Brown won third place in the 
News Feature category for 
his story "Vulnerable Home-
less Residents Discovered in 
Downey," which chronicled 
an effort to count Downey's 
homeless population.

Brown won another third 
place award for his investiga-
tive piece titled "PIH Acqui-
sition of Downey Regional 
Raises Eyebrows in Health 
Community."

The article reported that 
Downey Regional Medical 
Center management "evident-
ly dismissed more than one 
eligible acquisition offer from 
credible health care entities 
without proper due diligence 
in order to advance negotia-
tions with PIH Health."

Graphic designers Cristina 
Garcia and Jonathan Fox won 
third place in the Design cate-
gory for their work on "Downey 

2013: A Year to Remember," an 
end-of-the-year magazine pub-
lished by the Patriot.

Editor Eric Pierce won 
second place for his profile on 
Downey boxer Christopher Pi-
cos as he prepared for his first 
professional fight. The article 
was titled "Christopher Picos 
is Ready to Rumble."

The event also recognized 

Gene Maddaus of L.A. Weekly 
and Alfred Lee of the Los An-
geles Business Journal as print 
journalists of the year.

Downey Patriot staff writ-
er Christian Brown won two 
awards at the L.A. Press Club 
awards banquet Sunday. It was 
the Patriot's first time compet-
ing in the annual journalism 
awards competition.

Downey Patriot Receives 4 Awards    
at LA Press Club’s Awards Banquet

Chamber in this effort. She 
suggested perhaps the Com-
mission could have a more 
robust program tied into an 
existing Chamber program.
She moved the program’s al-
location of $7,000 be put back 
in the budget.

Councilman Ray agreed 
and said maybe the Chamber 
could take the lead. However, 
he disagreed with putting the 
allocation back in the budget 
at this time.

Chen also suggested the 
council increase the $150,000 

Cerritos Approves Budget From Page 1

allocation for sidewalk and 
gutter repairs to $200,000 so 
the city can have a consistent 
repair program for the next 
two or three years. 

Council member Bruce 
Barrow agreed the sidewalks 
and gutter repairs need to be ad-
dressed, “but the city doesn’t 
have the resources to increase the 
budget for the repairs,” he said. 
All three motions were denied.

Councilman Ray said he 
understands the needs of the 
city, but first we have to ad-
dress the city’s revenue. “If we 

don’t start increasing our rev-
enues, deferred maintenance 
will overcome us.”  He added, 
“We will need the city’s reserve 
to ultimately resolve our finan-
cial problems with the state.”

Councilmember Joseph 
Cho said  we need $1.6 million 
to repair the city’s infrastruc-
ture. “To do that,” he stated, 
“we must continue to stream-
line our expenditures.”

Mayor Mark Pulido said, 
“While the city’s infrastruc-
ture needs upgrading, the 
funds aren’t there. We can’t 
do it with one hand. We have 
to do some rethinking.” He 
agreed with Councilman Ray 
that the city needs to increase 
its revenue. Ray also said 
council members need to go to 
the residents and engage them 
in what we are doing.”

Mayor Pulido also agreed 
the council needs to engage 
the city’s residents concerning 
the city’s financial situation. 

Gateway Guardian Editor Jerry Bern-
stein recently enjoyed a conversation 
with the second highest Republican in 
the House of Representatives, Major-
ity Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA23). 
Congressman McCarthy discussed 
notable issues, such as; critical water 
shortages, busineses, support for vet-
erans, and the necessity of letting your 
elected officials know what is impor-
tant to you. Majority Leader McCarthy 
is working on a special project to get 
young people involved in government. 
If you would like more information 
about this project or would like to voice 
your concerns about any issue, contact 
Congressman McCarthy at, (661)-327-
3611or Bernstein at (562)-650-0437. 

Bernstein meets Kevin McCarthy

Downey Patriot writer Christian Brown won third place in the News Fea-
ture category and third place for his Investigative piece.
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On July 26 from 3 - 10 
p.m. and July 27 from 2 - 8 
p.m., the Southeast Japanese 
School and Community Cen-
ter will celebrate its 51st an-
nual Cultural Festival.  

The center, located at 
14615 Gridley Road, in Nor-
walk, will have great food, 
including homemade Udon, 
delicious won ton, fresh corn, 
tasty teriyaki, Imagawayaki, 
sushi, and our famous Dango.  

While eating your festi-
val favorites, free entertain-
ment including dramatic Taiko 
beats, dramatic Judo demon-
strations and Kendo demon-
strations will be performed 
throughout the day.  

More relaxing, the Ike-
bana displays will provide you 
some inspiration for your own 
home. Or, if you are seeking 
the solace of the islands, on 
Saturday the music and dance 
of the Hawaiian Delites will 
put you on the Big Island.  

On Sunday, the wonder-
fuly rhythms of Na Wahine 
will take you away. Aloha! Af-
ter the Islands visit, Japanese 
traditional dances – including 

Southeast Japanese School 
to Host Community Festival

some modern takes on these 
old favorite dances will be per-
formed by EVERYONE.  

Accompanied by a taiko 
drum beat, Anyone can join in 
and just follow the persons in 
the center and enjoy!!   

Atendees can play a little 
Bingo or shop for bargains at a 
boutique and plant sale.  Prices 
for these treasures are amaz-
ingly low.      

For the kids, numerous 
games will be offered, includ-
ing the goldfish bounce, shoot-
ing gallery, basketball shoot-
ing  and of course “fishing.”    

Also new this year the 
Tuna Canyon Detention Cen-
ter (TCDS) will have a histori-
cal display during the festival. 
Find out if one of your ances-
tors, (German, Italian, Peru-
vian  or Japanese) were among 
the 2,500 detained at the His-
toric Monument over 69 years 
ago at the TCDS. You might 
be surprised! 

For further information, 
contact H. Ernie Nishii, Esq. at 
Nishii@aol.com, 18516 Kam-
stra, Cerritos, CA 90703, 714 
553-3663.

ROSE A. REETS

 

Family Owned 
Since 1958

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL

24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  

Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  

Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  

Water Piping  •  Disposals 

Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 

Water Softeners 

       11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com

LUTCF     Lic. # 0539473

11423 E. 187th St.  Ste. 103
Artesia, CA  90701
Bus:  (562) 926 7744
Fax:  (562) 926- 0707

rreets@farmersagent.com
www. farmersagent.com/rreeets

1st CEB Marines Attend ‘Let Freedon Ring’
4th of July in Cerritos

Marines from the 1st Combat 
Battalion at Camp Pendleton 
attended the Cerritos July 4th 
celebration, where they demon-
straed their robotic mine detec-
tion unit. The four recently re-
turned from a 7-month tour of 
duty in Afganinstan. 

Asked if they were glad to be 
home, they answered “Yes.” 
They are (l-r) L/Cpl Christo-
pher Scott and Cpls Joanthon 
Carr, Coleby Miller, and Mi-
chael Peddie.

The 1st CEB Adoption Com-
mittee invited them to the  
event and provided them with 
a free meal at the vendors. 

JULY is 
National 

Picnic Month

Visit the Aquarium of the Pacific 

Hovering above the floors 
of the Great Hall at the Aquar-
ium of the Pacific in Long 
Beach is an 88-foot long scale 
model of planet Earth’s largest 
creature: the blue whale. The 
whale dwarfs the visitors who 
walk below, and even the calf 
that “swims” with it is daunt-
ing in size when compared to 
the average human. 

The sheer scale of the 
whale model gives visitors at 

the Aquarium an idea of just 
how big the creatures of the 
Pacific Ocean can be. Now as 
the warm weather approaches 
for the summer, visitors have 
the opportunity to see these le-
viathans out in the open waters 
of the Pacific. 

The blow of a blue whale 
is similarly impressive. The 
column of water that is blown 
straight into the air when a blue 
whale surfaces and exhales 

through its blowhole can reach 
heights of over 30 feet and can 
be as wide as 22 feet. 

Even more impressive is 
the fact that the blow can be 
seen and heard from as far as 
four miles away. Despite their 
gigantic size, blue whales 
are fast swimmers capable of 
speeds around 12 miles an hour 
and, when necessary, can reach 
30 miles per hour. Not bad for 
an animal that reaches lengths 
of up to 100 feet and weights 
up to 300,000 pounds.

As long and heavy as these 
creatures are, much about the 
life of the endangered blue 
whale is unknown. No calf has 
ever been seen born nor has 
any mating behavior ever been 
documented. 

The Aquarium of the Pa-
cific in Long Beach is offer-
ing visitors a chance to catch 

See Aquarium Page 11
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(562) 860-8818

WORLD CUP 

Special Prices! 
Food & Drinks!

Come enjoy the 
World Cup with us!

11435 South St., Cerritos, California 90703

By Selene Lee& William Lee

La Tavolata is a little Ital-
ian gem in the City Plaza in 
Artesia. Opened three years 
ago, it has become a place to 
go for people who love freshly 
made pasta and we heard them 
raved especially on their “pink 
sauce' as heavenly. We decided 
to go for lunch and revisit the 
restaurant since we have not 
been there for a while. 

The restaurant is small but 
intimate and it has that casual 
but comfortable feeling. It was 
a slow Tuesday for the restau-
rant's lunch hour and owner/ 
chef John had just left, but our 
waitress was quick to proceed 
after sitting us down with our 
menus and today's special. 

Their menu is easy to read 
with a detailed description of 
each entree so you know ex-
actly what is in that dish you 
are ordering. We ordered the 
Insalata Caprese to share, and 
for entrees, one of us ordered 
the Spaghetti ai Frutti di Mare 
and the other Scaloppine di 
Pollo Provenzale, plus a glass 
of Pinot Grigio Blend ( Car-
letto) for $7.00. 

We were disappointed 
in the Salad Caprese, it has a 
few slices of tomatoes, a few 
chunks of mozzarella, basil 
and their own dressing. Maybe 
we ordered the wrong salad as 
we remember we had a won-
derful salad the owners recom-
mended to us when they first 
opened, but we could not re-
member the name or may be it 
is not on the menu anymore. 

The entrees though, were 

delicious. We loved the spa-
ghetti with seafood, it had 
chilies, clams, mussels and 
shrimps in a light tomato 
sauce. You can taste the fresh-
ness in the pasta, as we spoke 
to owner/ chef John later af-
ter lunch outside that they 
are made in Los Angeles and 
delivered here. The Scalop-
pine was equally delicious and 
eye-popping  to look at. It is 
sauteed chicken (quite a few 
pieces) with a tomato-herb 
Provencal sauce served with 
penne and vegetables.  It was a 
large serving for lunch and the 
sauce is heavenly in our opin-
ion. Compliment to the chef 
even though John was not in 

the kitchen.
We almost left out the 

wonderful garlic tomato bread 
they served in the beginning; 
they are always good. Too bad 
we were too full to order any 
dessert. Maybe next time.

Our check before gratuity 
came to almost $50 without 
dessert, maybe a bit pricey in 
this area for lunch, although 
certainly not in the west side 
of town. 

We are happy to know the 
restaurant is doing well accord-
ing to John. All in all, the ser-
vice was sufficient, although 
we thought our server could 
have come to check on us a little 
more often.

By William Lee

Last September, Califor-
nia passed House Bill AB10 
which increased California’s 
minimum wage from $8 to $9 
per hour, effective July 1. On 
Jan. 1, 2016, it will rise again 
to $10 per hour. 

This increase in minimum 
wage has required restaurant 
operators to adjust to higher 
labor costs.

The restaurant industry 
employs many 
people, and 
most restaurant 
employees in 
the food service 
are being paid 
minimum wage.

P r e s e n t l y 
the Federal minimum wage is 
$7.25. In most states across 
the country, which are at this 
level, the tipped minimum 
wage is $2.13 per hour, which 
means the servers's tip can 
count to make up the differ-
ence of $7.25. 

However, a few states, 
California included, do not 
count tips to be included as 
minimum wage. That means 
the servers will receive the 
minimum wage plus their tip.

Most restaurant operators 
are ready for the wage hike, 
and an increase in menu prices 
will likely help offset the in-
creased labor costs. 

According to National 
Restaurant News, Sean Ko-
hmescher, chief executive of  

California Raises Hourly 
Minimum Wage to $9

Temple Coffee Chain in Sac-
ramento, said he has posted 
signs warning customers the 
wage increase will result in a 
7 percent increase on his menu 
prices. 

According to www.busi-
nessweek.com, to maintain 
profits, a number of chains 
have recently announced plans 
to partially offset the increases 
by passing them to consumers:

Jack in the Box plans to 
increase menu prices by 1.4 

percent just in Cali-
fornia.

BJ’s antici-
pates that a 1.7 
percent menu price 
increase will help 
cover the change.

Denny’s said it 
plans on making “an addition-
al modest price increase” at its 
California restaurants.

Cheescake Factory has 
already boosted prices 2 per-
cent in anticipation of the min-
imum wage hike.

In fact, some of the restau-
rants that we visited on or after 
July 1 have actually increased 
their menu prices by 10 per-
cent or more.

A handful of restaurant 
chains, such as In-N-Out 
Burger, don’t have to wor-
ry about the increase since 
they deliberately pay well 
above the federal minimum 
wage. The chain pays all of 
its employees at least $10.50 
an hour because they want-
ed to “do the right thing.” 

When the Minimum Wage Goes Up, So Do Menu Prices

Fresh & Fabulous
La Tavolata is a Gem in Artesia’s City Plaza

Spaghetti with Seafood Scaloppine

11688 South St.  Suite #106    Artesia, CA 90701  (562) 924-8000

ASHOKA THE GREAT

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701562-809-4229

 

BEST LUNCH 
BUFFET IN 

TOWN!

Indian Cuisine

The World Cup has significant-
ly helped Brazil’s economy 
It is estimated to kick in $3.3 
billion. In the U.S., cities from 
coast to coast have reported a 
windfall in World Cup gen-
erated profits, especially in res-
taurants and sports bars, where 

some report spikes in sales 
surpassing 50 percent.
Local sports bars are also 
profiting, such as Buffalo Wild 
Wings, BJ’s, Grandstand Grill 
and even  Mezza, where owner 
Jake says that sales have in-
creased significantly.    

 
Local Businesses Score Big Sales During World Cup

12612 South Street, Cerritos 
(Corner of South & Bloomfield)

www.ave3pizza.com 562-865-9215

CATERING
SPECIALS!

2 Large - 2 Topping Pizzas
2 Buffalo Wings (full size)

2 Large Dinner Salads
10 Canned Sodas or Waters

Serves 10 People

$49
With this coupon. One coupon per person, per visit. 
Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 7/31/14.

$70 Value!
Ave 3 catered the Heritage 
Park Tot Lot Graduation
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P i o n e e r  RV  S t o r a g e
Motorhomes, Boats & Trailers

Lighted  •  Fenced  •  Paved
Dump Station

16703 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90703

(562) 924-1583
www.RVStorage.com

AB 2621, a measure by As-
semblymembers Cristina Garcia 
(D-Bell Gardens) and Kristin 
Olsen (R-Modesto) that would 
make inspector and complaint 
reports relating to child care cen-
ters available online, has passed 
out of Senate Human Services 
Committee on a unanimous, 
bipartisan 4-0 vote.

Currently, California law 
does not provide a source for 
parents to learn about inspec-
tion and complaint reports that 
have been filed against state-
licensed day care, pre-school 
and after-school programs. If 
enacted, AB 2621 will give 
parents easy access to a more 
comprehensive picture of 
child care facilities by requir-
ing the Department of Social 
Services to post substantiated 
complaints on its website.

In attendance at the hear-
ing was Julie Garcia, mother 
to Adam Dash, who came to 
share the highly publicized 
story about her sons’ death 
and to convey the importance 
of having validated complaint 
reports accessible to the pub-
lic. Adam was an 11-month-old 
baby, who died when he was 
unable to breathe after being 
improperly strapped into a car 

Optimist President Phil Hickok presents UCLA mug to guest speaker, Cer-
ritos College Athletic Director Dan Clauss, at the June 26 breakfast meet-
ing. Clauss, who was hired by the college on April 11, 2011 discussed the 
school’s athletic program. Since he has been at the college, he has helped 
solidify the athletic program and staff. Clauss began his professional teach-
ing and football coaching career at Cerritos College. Following the conclu-
sion of the 2004 season, he was hired by San Bernardino Valley College 
where he was a full-time faculty member and assistant coach from 2008-
11. He and his wife of 14 years, Lee live in Fullerton and have a seven 
year-old-son, Elijah. The Optimist Club meets the first, second and fourth 
Thursdays at Off-Street Cafe across from Gahr High School at 7 a.m. and 
on the third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. in Downey.

Cerritos College Athletic 
Director Speaks to Optimists

Garcia, Olsen Child Day Care Center Transparency 
Bill Passes Senate Human Services

seat and placed in a closet to 
nap, an illegal practice that was 
commonplace at this child care 
center. The center had been is-
sued multiple citations, but that 
critical information that was 
not accessible to Ms. Garcia.

“Currently, this type of in-
formation, invaluable to new 
parents, is all but inaccessible 
to the general public. Adam 
would still be alive today had 
his father and I been aware of 
the history of violations.” Gar-
cia said. “Making complaints 
and violations easily accessible 
to parents online will prevent 
other families from the pain-
ful experience and the loss my 
family and I have suffered.”

The operator of the child 
care center, Twinkle Twinkle 
Little Stars, had been cited in 
2009 and 2010 for multiple 
violations and had more than 
twice as many infants than 
what was allowed under her 
license, yet none of the parents 
were aware of this. Last month 
the operator of the facility was 
sentenced to six years in state 
prison for the death of Adam 
Dash.

“It should not take a trage-
dy like Adam Dash to awaken 
the department on the need to 

have validated complaints on-
line,” Assemblymember Gar-
cia said. “This is where we are 
today, and it is time for us to 
hold the Department’s feet to 
the fire.” 

“As a working mom, one of 
the greatest challenges over the 
years has been to find child care 
for our children. In California, 
it is nearly impossible for par-
ents to even research violations 
against an unscrupulous day 
care center,” Assemblymember 
Olsen said. “The sooner we can 
begin the process of listing sub-
stantiated complaints online, 
the better off children in Cali-
fornia will be.” 

Both authors stressed that 
reporting a violation means 
little if the information is not 
made transparent to families 
who are searching for child 
care centers.

As a serious issue affect-
ing the safety of children, AB 
2621 has solid support from 
women Legislators in both the 
State Assembly and Senate.

AB 2621 passed out of the 
Senate Human Services Com-
mittee with a 4 to 0 vote and 
will be on its way to Senate 
Appropriations committee in 
the coming weeks.

The Gateway Guardian 
is very pleased to have part-
nered with the ABC Adult 
School and the Apprenticeship 
Program. The newspaper had 
Brett Colbert as an intern for 
several weeks. 

Colbert gained real-life 
experiences and skills during 
his apprenticeship program. 
He told Editor Jerry Bernstein, 
the editor, “I had a lot of fun 
working at the newspaper, and 
I learned a lot, too. Thanks 
Gateway Guardian for a great 
experience!”

The publisher of Gateway 
Guardian newspaper, Melinda 
Kimsey, said, “We were so 
pleased to have Brett as one 
of our interns. He was a valu-

able asset to our company and 
we really enjoyed having him 
working in our office.” 

The Apprenticeship Pro-
gram, through the ABC Adult 
School, is a great opportunity 
for businesses to offer students 
a chance to participate in the 

ABC Adult School, Gateway Guardian 
Newspaper Form Business Partnership

everyday experiences of a busi-
ness and to learn skills that will 
be beneficial in the future. 

Please contact ABC Adult 
School’s Apprenticeship Coor-
dinator, Todd Tabon at: Todd.
Tabon@abcusd.us for more 
information. 

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil approved  the filing of an 
unfunded mandate test claim 
on the 2012 municipal  storm 
sewer system (MS4) permit at 
its June 26 meeting. The city 
claims it is owed $484,000. 

Environmental Service 
Manager Mike O’Grady said 
the city discharges storm wa-
ter and urban runoff from its 
storm drain system into the 
San Gabriel River, Coyote 
Creek, and the Los Angeles 
Channel. He said until recent-
ly, Los Angeles County cities 
operated their drain systems 
under a permit issued by the 
Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Board. However, a 
more stringent permit was is-
sued in 2012.

O’Grady said the majority 
of the requirements are based 
on federal regulations. The cit-
ies, however, contend  some 
requirements go beyond federal 
requirements, and State funding 
should be provided for them.  

In 2013 the county and sev-
eral cities initiated a test claim 
to the California Commission 
on State Mandates.   The per-
mit contained several man-
dates considered by the cities 
to be unfunded mandates. The 
test claim focused on the re-
quirement to place trash cans 
at bus stops. The cities claim 
these are unfunded mandates, 
and therefore the County and 
cities are entitled to reimburse-
ment by the State, 

Favorable rulings issued 
by the Commission and Supe-
rior Court were overturned by 
the Appellate Court; however, 
the California Supreme Court 
has decided to take up the is-
sue and is expected to hear the 
case next year. 

Cerritos Council Seeks 
Claim of $484,000

The council also approved a 
resolution adopting the consoli-
dated fire protection district of 
Los Angeles County Fire Code, 
ratifying the more restrictive 
building standards contained 
within said code and delegating 
enforcement of the fire code in 
the city to the fire chief.

Advance Planning Manager 
Ryan Cary explained approxi-
mately every three years the 
code is updated. In the past the 
city updated its codes to match 
the county’s. On March 25 the 
Board of Supervisors adopted 
the Consolidated Fire Protection 
District of Los Angeles, which 
contain building  and fire safety 
standards that are more restric-
tive than those contained in the 
California Building Standards 
Code, as adopted by the State 
Fire Marshal. Accordingly the 
County has requested that all 
agencies under the County Fire 
District jurisdiction ratify the 
more restrictive codes.

An ordinance updating the 
city’s storm water low impact 
development ordinance was 
approved by the council.  City 
Clerk Vida Barone said pur-
pose is to protect the health, 
safety and general welfare of  
city and state citizens. Specifi-
cally the ordinance regulates 
non-storm water discharge to 
the storm drain system, pro-
vides for control of spillage, 
dumping or disposal of materi-
als into the storm drain system, 
and reduces pollutants in storm 
water and urban runoff to the 
maximum extent practicable.

The council also  approved 
a contract in the amount of 
$38,485 for the construction  of 
the Infinity Sculpture Founda-
tion in the city’s Sculpture Gar-
den. The art piece by Cliff Gar-
ten is expected to be installed in 
the next few months.

Melinda Kimsey,  Brett Colbert and Todd Tabon
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Business Networking Mixer "Lazy Dog Cafe"
Come mix and mingle with Chamber members at Lazy Dog 

Cafe - Los Cerritos Center on July 17 from 5 – 7 p.m. Enjoy great 
food on Lazy Dog's patio - a great way to enjoy a summer evening! 
Chamber members - Be our guest. Non-members - $20/person. 
RSVP at (562) 467-0800 or just stop by.

It’s for the Kids - Cerritos Optimist Club’s 26th Annual 
Golf Tournament

The Cerritos Optimist Club will be holding its annual golf 
tournament for the 26th year on Monday, Aug. 25 at the Rio 
Hondo Golf Club. The event begins with a shotgun start at 
12:30 p.m. For more information, contact Gordon Miyamoto 
at (310) 625-3109 or gymiyamoto@aol.com.  

The 1st CEB Adoption Golf Classic
The 7th Annual 1st CEB Golf Classic, sponsored by the 

U.S. Marine Corps 1st Combat Engineer Battalion Adoption 
Committee, is scheduled for Oct. 18 at 7 am at Iron-Wood 
Nine Golf Course in Cerritos. Those interested in supporting 
this event should contact Jim Edwards at (562) 924-6582.

By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Enjoying the Extremes of Niagra Falls - Part 3
Around and About 

On Friday, our final day 
in town, we motored in style 
north to Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
a small town reminiscent of 
the boutiques and pricey res-
taurants of Moro Bay. We 
stopped just short of our desti-
nation at Fort George to take in 
the authentic re-enactments of 
cookie baking and musket fir-
ing by the eager docents who 
appeared to be well schooled 
in the War of 1812.    

Questions for the ages, 
such as why those British 
dudes wore  such bright red 
uniforms and why they stood 
in such close formations were 
answered, and he did demon-
strate the loading of a round in 
15 seconds.  

Not to be a tease, the red 
was to provide easy identifica-
tion by their comrades on the 
smoke-filled battlefield, and 
they closed ranks because the 
muskets were so inaccurate that 
a volley of lead was the more 

effective than individual shots. 
We strolled the mile walk 

from the Fort to the quaint town, 
passing many Victorian homes 
converted to Bed and Break-
fasts.  After a brief stop at a park 
on Lake Ontario, we walked 
back along the Niagara River.

The Skylon is a 520-foot 
high observation tower with an 
excellent revolving restaurant 
at the top. Spectacular views 
of all three falls and the rapids 
leading to them were coupled 
with surf and turf dinners fea-
turing Cuban lobster. We were 
further surprised by an early 
fireworks display which ex-
ploded below our location in 
the observation tower.

After a last restful night, 
we drove to the Buffalo airport 
to bid adieu to the Hickoks and 
Dunns who were returning a 
day before us. On our way to 
Lackawanna, Virginia, we dis-
covered that there was a huge 
bike race which had taken 
over several thruways and, of 
course, all of the off ramps be-
tween us and our hotel.  

We covered pretty much 
all the sections of Buffalo 
from seedy to super trying to 
close in on our destination 

Once we did find our new 

home, we dropped our suit-
case and journeyed off to Coca 
Cola Field, home of the Buffa-
lo Bisons - Toronto's AAA mi-
nor league team.  An excellent 
game at an excellent facility 
was concluded by a victory for 
the home team. There is noth-
ing like a minor league game 
complete with mascots such 
as a costumed stalk of celery, 
a chicken wing and a dab of 
Bleu cheese dressing (remem-
ber, we were in Buffalo, home 
of those famous wings). 

We were pleased to discov-
er that it was dog day at the sta-
dium, so all those accompanied 
with their best friend got free 
entry and a box of Milkbone 
biscuits. We must have looked 
canine friendly because we got 
a box of bones each - souvenirs 
for Pickles and Maggie. 

During the game, we were 
informed that Milkbone has 
been located in Buffalo since 
1957 and produces over 2 bil-
lion biscuits yearly. 

At game’s end we decided 
to sample the real thing so we  
motored to the Anchor Bar, 
self-proclaimed creator of the 
buffalo wing in 1992.  Having 
just seen a life-sized statue of 
a bison at the game, we fig-

ured that a wing would run 75 
pounds at least.  

When Flo explained that 
“it’s a chicken wing, tourist” 
we felt properly mortified and 
asked for 20. Our pricey plat-
ter was quite tasty. 

Our final stop of the day 
was at the residence of Millard 
Fillmore, allegedly the fourth 
worst president in U.S. histo-
ry.  We made the 17-mile side 
trip as an homage to Maynard, 
the furry half of our normal 
travel companions who is odd-
ly attracted to Pres. Fillmore. 

A leisurely Sunday was 
spent at the complimentary 
breakfast bar, getting gas and 
driving to the airport. There 
we were totally shocked and 
stunned to hear that the first leg 
of our trip had been cancelled, 
agent Clarice saved the day. 

Nothing more to report 
beyond a boring layover in 
Chicago followed by a boring 
flight to Los Angeles followed 
by dinner with our airport to 
home transportation by the 
Lawlaws - which is anything 
but boring  

Let me know what you 
think of this column and sug-
gest others at bhughlett@veri-
zon.net.

The Cerritos Regional 
Chamber of Commerce is a 
member-driven, non-profit as-
sociation of business profession-
als and civic-minded residents 
whose mission is to promote 
and enhance business within 
the Cerritos area. 

What began as a commu-
nity Chamber of Commerce in 
1963, is now a regional business 
association with over 300 active 
members. The Chamber works 
to benefit Chamber members 
and the local economy through 
its events and programs. Here 
are a few highlights of this 
year’s accomplishments:
Events

An estimated attendance 
of 1,000 people visited the 
Chamber’s annual Taste of the 
Region & Business Expo, held 
at the Cerritos Center for the 
Performing Arts in Septem-
ber. Guests were able to en-
joy food and beverage tasting, 
business exhibits, auto dis-
plays and live entertainment.  
    The Chamber’s monthly 
luncheons continued to attract 
a wide audience. Some of our 
keynote speakers this year in-
cluded City of Cerritos Mayor 
Pulido and City Manager Art 
Gallucci at the State of the 
City, LA County Supervi-
sor Don Knabe at the State of 
the County, Congresswoman 
Linda Sanchez at the State of 
the Nation and ABC Unified 
School District Superinten-
dent Dr. Mary Sieu at the State 

By Scott Smith
Executive Director 

It's the end of the fis-
cal year here at the Chamber. 
Overall, the 2013-14 fiscal year 
was successful, but it had it's 
challenges. In the end, we held 
some great events, provided 
useful and timely information, 
and provided great value to our 
members. 

The good news is that the 
economy is slowly recover-
ing. The bad news is that it's 
still sputtering along like a car 
in need of a tuneup. Until the 
economy truly stabilizes, our 
local business community will 
face uncertainty. Consumer 
spending looks good, but we 

are all a bit more fickle than we 
were prior to the recession. 

However, I feel “bullish” 
on the economy and the local 
business community. The Cerri-
tos region is a GREAT place to 
do business and is only getting 
better. Need proof? Just look at 
the businesses coming into the 
area and then growing here. 

The Chamber is very 
happy to play a role in the suc-
cess of the local economy, and 
we will continue to work hard 
to make sure every company 
knows the Cerritos region is a 
THE place to do business.

 We appreciate the support 
of all of our members, and we 
look forward to a successful 
2014-15.

 

of the District.
Two ABC Unified School 

District Board of Trustees 
Candidates Forums and one 
Candidates Forum for Los 
Angeles County Sheriff were 
sponsored and hosted by the 
Chamber. 

The Chamber proudly pre-
sented its annual Fiesta on the 
Fairways Golf Tournament at 
the Los Coyotes Country Club 
Golf Course in May. Golfers, 
businesses sponsoring holes, 
and volunteers all enjoyed 
“networking on the course.”  
The popular Turkey Bowl, at 
AMF Cerritos Lanes in Novem-
ber, provided an opportunity for 
businesses to enjoy an afternoon 
of bowling, networking, team 
building, and staff development.

Business Networking 
Mixers included Mixin’ in the 
Mornin’ Speed Networking 
Breakfast Mixers throughout 
the year, as well as evening 
Mixers hosted by a differ-
ent Chamber member each 
month.

We also introduced new 
events during this fiscal year 
The 1st Distinguished Student 
Awards program was inaugu-
rated in March at the Cerri-
tos Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

Chamber Members were 
encourage to nominate high 
school and college students 
in three different categories: 
“Going the Extra Mile,” Per-
sonal Achievement and Vol-

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Concludes Another Year of Success

unteerism. All the nominees 
were recognized and honored 
at the event, while three stu-
dents were awarded with the 
Chamber’s first Distinguished 
Student Awards.

The Power of Online Mar-
keting Business Conference, 
held in April at Cerritos Park 
East, was a new luncheon con-
cept that offered a series of morn-
ing workshops and culminated 
in a buffet luncheon workshop. 
Chamber members presented 
online marketing workshop ses-
sions on topics ranging from 
social media to e-commerce. 
Advocacy

The Chamber actively ad-
vocated on behalf of business-
es through our participation in 
the Gateway Chambers Alli-
ance - a group of Chambers of 
Commerce and business asso-
ciations from across the Gate-
way Region. 

This group took action 
against anti-business legisla-
tion and regulation including 
increasing the minimum wage 
and expanded opportunities 
for “drive-by” litigation. The 
group also supported actions 
to increase international trade 
by supporting Federal bills. 
Communications

This Week at the Chamber 
weekly email blast s  gave Cham-
ber Members the opportunity 
to submit articles to promote 

See Cerritos Chamber Page 11 

The report gave Cerritos Col-
lege until March 2015 to fully 
resolve the deficiencies. The 
college is also required to dis-
seminate copies of the warning 
to the college staff.

The four trustees were 
elected to the college board  in 
the 2012 election following a 
meeting on Dec, 7, 2011 when 
the previous Board of Trustee 
adopted a plan to create seven 
trustee areas within the Col-
lege District. The Board took 
the action to comply with the 
California Voting Rights Act 
and the Federal Voting Rights 
Act.

Cerritos College Presi-
dent Dr. Linda Lacy said the 
College remains fully accred-
ited and continues to provide 
strong academic programs and 
resources that prepare students 
for future careers and to trans-
fer to four year colleges and 
universities. 

The recommendations will 
not impact students earning 
credits toward degrees, certifi-
cates, and transfers. Financial 
Aid is also available for eli-
gible students.

Cerritos 
College
Accreditation

From Page 1
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For Only $20

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

      Share Your Church News With our Readers

      •  Church Services
     •  Bible Study Classes
     •  Special Events      

FAITH/NEWS

     •  Youth Activities
     •  Afterschool & Preschool  
        Programs

Please submit information about:

Pastor Steve De Ruse DMin
First Baptist Church 
of Artesia 
18400 Grayland Ave. 
Artesia CA
Sunday Service 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.

The book of Exodus tells 
the story of the Hebrew peo-
ple, whom the Egyptians held 
captive. The Hebrews cried 
out to God for deliverance, and 
God answers their prayers. We 
are then introduced to Moses 
whom God would use to lead 
the people out of bondage. 

Moses, a Hebrew, was 
raised as an Egyptian (See Ex-
odus Chapters 1 & 2) and fled 
the only home he had known 
as a result of his trying to help 
another Hebrew from being 
punished and in the process 
kills an Egyptian. In Chapter 3 
of Exodus, we find Moses, the 
outcast, living in the land of 
Midian, pasturing the flock of 
his father-in-law Jethro.

One day the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Moses in a 
fire from the midst of a bush 
that was not consumed by the 

fire. As Moses approached the 
bush, God called out to him, 
“Moses, Moses!” What fol-
lows is a dialogue between 
the Lord and Moses where the 
Lord revealed to Moses that he 
had chosen him to go back to 
Egypt to deliver the people. 

Moses was reluctant, try-
ing his best to get out of the 
task, and a one point he said to 
God, “What if the people ask 
me your name; what shall I tell 
them?” 

Then God responds with a 
curious reply, “Thus you shall 
say to the sons of Israel, I am 
sent me to you.” God reveals 
His name in Exodus 3:14 as “I 
Am Who I Am.” 

Just what does “I Am” 
mean? What kind of descrip-
tion for God is this? At best it is 
ambiguous. The Old Testament, 
which the Book of Exodus is a 
part of, reveals God in various 
forms such as Creator, Covenant 
Maker, Ruler, Judge, etc. 

But most importantly, it 
points the reader in the direc-
tion of deliverance through 
the coming Messiah. In the 
New Testament, the Messiah 

is known as Jesus of Nazareth. 
Thus, it is Jesus the Christ who 
is the fulfillment of the Law 
(Old Testament Scriptures) 
who expands our understand-
ing of “I Am.”

In the Gospel of John, we 
find seven “I Am” statements 
by Jesus is as He discloses to 
His Disciples that He is the 
Son of God. John 6:35, “I am 
the bread of life.” 

John 8:12, “I am the light 
of the world.” John 10:14, “I 
am the good shepherd.” John 
11:25, “I am the resurrection.” 
John 14:6, “I am the way the 
truth and the life.” 

The point here is, the Bible 
as a whole reveals the nature 
and character of God, as well 
as His plan for our salvation 
through Jesus Christ. The He-
brews found out the hard way 
who God is as He delivered 
them, gave them His Law, and 
their subsequent disobedience 
resulted in their wandering in 
the desert for 40 years. 

Fortunately you and I 
don’t to guess about whom 
God is as he reveals Himself to 
us throughout the entire Bible.

I Am Who I Am

Club Installs 
New Officers
(above) New co-pres-
idents Susan Green 
and Phibun Ny. (right) 
Outgoing co-presi-
dents Betty Hyatt and 
Esther Chin.

By Pat Law & Christina Alosi

The Soroptimist Interna-
tional of Artesia Cerritos held 
their 42nd Annual Installa-
tion Dinner at the Rio Hondo 
Country Club on June 25. 

The club announced that 
they had donated over $25,000 
to charities both local and in-
ternational during 2013-2014.  

Some of the recipients on 
the list included:  Commu-
nity Family Guidance Center, 
Kiva, Mary Magdalene Proj-
ect, Su Casa Ending Domes-
tic Violence Shelter, WELLO 
Water and Women to Women 
International.  

Earlier in the year, the 
club awarded scholarships to 
three women for the Women’s 
Opportunity Award which rec-
ognizes women who are head 

Soroptimist International 
of Artesia Cerritos Donates 
More Than $25,000 in Past Year

of household and continuing 
their education. This comes 
under the leadership of outgo-
ing co-presidents, Betty Hyatt 
and Esther Chin and their 38 
club members.  

The club installed its new 
Board with Susan Green and 
Phibun Ny as Co-Presidents.  
“The mission of Soroptimist 
International is to improve 
the lives of women and girls 
through programs leading to 
social and economic empow-
erment,” said Green. “During 
the upcoming year, Phibun 
and I plan to continue this by 
serving the needs of women 
and girls in our community 
both locally and abroad.” 

For more information visit 
www.Soroptimist.org or call 
Susan Green at (562) 860-
8747.

Girl Scouts Donate to Philippines Relief Fund  
By H. Ernie Nishii

After selling hundreds of 
Girl Scout cookies, Troop 513 
recently presented a $150 
check to the Phil-American 
Chamber of Commerce South-
east Corridor for the Philip-
pines Relief Fund.

Felix  Lopez, President of 
the Filipino-American Cham-
ber of Commerce South East 
Corridor said, “It is a great 
thing that these girls worked so 
hard—not for themselves but 
instead for the world commu-
nity.  I am so proud of them.” 
He is making a matching dona-
tion of $150.  

“The victims of the ty-
phoon in the Philippines are 
still in desperate need of help,”  
said Jose Iglesias. “It means a 
lot to the people of the Philip-
pines to know that we have not 
forgotten.”  

The girls selected the Philip-

pines because they could see the 
devastation of the typhoon and 
sympathized with their plight. 

Yuri Nishii, Junior, said, 
“It is hard to believe that one 
day you have a home and fam-
ily, and the next day you have 
nothing. The least we could do 
is work hard for them because 
someday we could be in the 
same situation.”  

Under the leadership of 

Linda Sanchez and Nancy 
Alcocer, the girls were also 
able to donate more than 500 
pounds of food for the “Feed 
your Neighbor” program. 

Troop 513, which is made 
up of girls ages 7-10, meets 
at Artesia Community Center 
on alternate Fridays between 
6:30-7 p.m. For more infor-
mation contact Nancy at Sire-
nita787878@yahoo.com.  

Presenting a $150 check are: (back row) Ernie Nishii; Nancy Alcocer, troop leader; 
Linda Sanchez, troop leader; Feliz Lopez, Filipino-American Chamber of Com-
merce South East Corridor president; Jose Iglesias, Philsela past president; Doris 
Iglesias, Philsela member; and Dan Mino (front row) Ashley Gonzalez, Emily 
Sanchez, Mileybi Portillo, Yuri Nishii, Emilia Frausto, and Anaiah Padmore.



July 10, 2014                                                                                      Page 11LOCAL NEWS

 Los Cerritos Center is 
pleased to present the fourth 
annual National Dance Day, 
celebrating health and well-
ness on Saturday, July 26 from 
12 – 4 p.m. 

Hosted by Casey McCabe 
from 97.1FM AMP Radio, 
National Dance Day encour-
ages everyone to get up and 
move with special dance guests 
and performances, interactive 
Zumba fitness programs, active 
wear displays, health conscious 
culinary options and more.

 Los Cerritos Center’s Na-
tional Dance Day will pres-
ent live dance performances 
by multiple local Southern 
California dance schools and 
professional groups of various 
cultures and styles throughout 
the event. 

Dance and fitness fashion 
tips will take place, along with 
interactive dance classes and 
demos. Various health-focused 
vendors will offer product 
sampling and educational in-
formation. 

National Dance Day was 

Save the Date: 

National Dance Day at Los 
Cerritos Center July 26
Signature Event Promotes Health and 
Self-Esteem Through Dance

 
launched in 2010 by “So You 
Think You Can Dance” co-cre-
ator Nigel Lythgoe as a grass-
roots campaign to encourage 
Americans to embrace dance 
as a fun and positive way to 
maintain good health and com-
bat obesity. 

National Dance Day was 
first celebrated at Los Cerritos 
Center in 2011 with a Zumba 
flash mob that led to the start 
of an on-going Zumba Fitness 
Program at the center the fol-
lowing year. The popularity of 
the program created the plat-
form to host an annual Nation-
al Dance Day event. 

Zumba Fitness classes are 
available for $5 per class in 
the mall in front of Forever 
21 every Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Saturday 
from 9-10 a.m. No RSVP is 
required.

More information sur-
rounding National Dance Day 
and the Zumba Fitness Pro-
gram can be found by visiting 
the Los Cerritos Center web-
site.

The Cerritos City Council recently congratulated longtime residents, Vera 
and Vincent Olvera, on their 50th wedding anniversary. The Olveras were 
married in Los Angeles on April 25, 1964, and have two sons, one daugh-
ter, eight grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. Vincent Olvera was a 
truck driver for 40 years, and Vera Olvera was a homemaker. The couple 
have been Cerritos residents since 1970.

Qwik Response Restoration & Construction was recently featured in the 
Cerritos’ Business Recognition Program, which showcases local busi-
nesses that foster pride in the City’s thriving community and strong local 
economy. Opened in 1921, Qwik Response Restoration & Construction 
specializes in fire and flood restoration for insurance companies. The com-
pany resolves fire and smoke damage, and provides water, sewage, mold 
and asbestos remediation. A fully licensed general contractor, Qwik Re-
sponse handles all aspects of a project, including dry walling, baseboard 
installation, flooring and roofing. The largest provider of warranty services 
for new home builders in California, Qwik Response opened its first small 
office in Cerritos nearly 30 years ago. “There is just no better place for us 
to conduct business. I have completed several projects in Cerritos, and the 
building department has always been helpful and professional,” said Mark 
Knight, Qwik Response’s president and chief executive officer.  

City Council Honors Residents’ 
50th Wedding Anniversary

Qwik Response Spotlighted  
in Cerritos’ Business Recognition 

On July 16, Cerritos Col-
lege's will hold a Grand Open-
ing of its new Liberal Arts/
Disabled Student Program & 
Services Building, which has 
drastically changed the land-
scape of the college and Nor-
walk community. 

The new 40,000 sq. ft., 
two-story building at the 
Northwest corner of Alondra 
Boulevard and Studebaker Av-
enue is the college's new cam-
pus gem that provides more 
learning resources to students.

The new building was 
funded by the college's Gener-
al Obligation Bond passed by 
voters in 2012 to modernize 
the 59-year-old campus with 
new facilities and campus up-
grades. 

The first floor supports 
the Disabled Student Program 
and Services faculty/staff and 
features a large reception area 

Cerritos College to Open New Liberal    
Arts, DSPS Building on Campus July 16

that better serves students, 
instructional classroom with 
computers and interactive 
white boards and computer 
laboratory equipped with assis-
tive technology.

The facility also houses 
the Liberal Arts division and 
features state-of-the-art multi-
media and computer labs, and 
it provides office space for the 
division's faculty and staff.

The eco-friendly building 
also features various green, 
energy efficient technologies 
including solar tubes that il-
luminate offices without direct 
windows, helping the college 
save on energy costs and re-
duce its carbon footprint.

The Grand Opening event 
is open to the public, and light 
refreshments will be served.

It will tak place on July 16 
at 4 p.m. Local elected offi-
cials, students and college rep-

resentatives will be on hand. 
Building tours are available 
upon request.

The Cerritos College Lib-
eral Arts / Disabled Student 
Program & Services (DSPS) 
Building is located on the 
northwest corner of the campus 
along Alondra and Studebak-
er), 11110 Alondra Blvd., Nor-
walk, CA 90650.

Cerritos College recently 
announced that its Film and 
Television program became 
an Apple Authorized Training 
Center for Education.

Associate Professor of 
Theatre and Film Steven Hi-
rohama, an Apple Certified 
Trainer, will be teaching the 
new Apple curriculum in con-
junction with another editing 
textbook. 

Students who enroll in 
Hirohama's motion picture 
editing class (FILM 107) will 
have the option of taking the 
Apple Final Cut Pro certifica-
tion exam for a fee.

“The certification would 
give students the distinction 
of being an Apple Certified 
Pro for Final Cut Pro,” said 
Hirohama. “Having this 'pro' 
certification could make a dif-
ference for students to distin-
guish themselves from others 
and in building credibility with 
clients and employers.”

Cerritos College 
Film Program      
Now Offers Apple 
Certification

their businesses each week.  
The Chamber’s Cerritos Busi-
ness Insider newsletter was 
emailed to over 1,000 contacts 
each month. 

Newsletter articles in-
cluded reports on past and 
upcoming Chamber events, in-
troduced new Chamber Mem-
bers, recognized Chamber 
Members’ Anniversaries and 
highlighted businesses and 
business leaders.

The Chamber launched its 
redesigned website in January, 
providing visitors with an on-
line business directory, event 
listings, and access to local re-
sources. 

The Chamber’s Facebook 
page was another social media 
tool which helped the Cham-
ber reach out to its members 
and community with event 
news and Chamber Member 
recognition.

Economic Development
The Chamber participated 

in a tour of the Port of Los An-
geles with the City of Cerritos 
Economic Development Com-
mission

The Chamber is continu-
ally looking for ways to help 
promote and enhance the busi-
ness community. 

Even if you aren’t able to 
attend events, there are many 
ways for our members to ben-
efit from the Chamber. 

Remember, just publiciz-
ing the fact you belong to the 
Chamber holds cache with 
your customers – making them 
10 percent more likely to think 
your products stack up better 
than your competition. 

The Chamber also serves 
as your link to the business 
community and works as a re-
ferral center, connecting mem-
bers for goods and services.

Cerritos Chamber Concludes 
Another Year of Success From Page 9

a glimpse of these creatures, 
along with an array of other 
sea life that includes dolphins, 
sea lions, seals, and more.  

The Aquarium of the Pacif-
ic partners with Harbor Breeze 
Cruises to provide daily whale 
watch trips allowing those 
aboard to take in the sights, 
sounds, and even smells of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Combo tickets including 
a cruise and admission to the 
Aquarium are available here: 
http://www.aquariumofpa-
cific.org/education/info/blue_
whale_and_sea_life_cruise

Keep up with our other 
seasonal whale watches right 
here: http://www.aquari-
umofpacific.org/education/
programs/category/boat_pro-
grams.

Aquarium 
of the Pacific 

From Page 6
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Rare Books Circle - $1000
Republic Services, Inc. 

Consolidated 
Disposal Services

Classics Circle - $500
Golden State 

Water Company
Beverly James

Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Don Knabe

Pioneer Artesia Center/Luko 
Development

Southern California 
Gas Company

Poets Circle - $250
Winnie Kho
Nationwide 

Environmental Services
Pioneer Cash & Carry

Richards, Watson, 
& Gershon

Literary Circle - $100
Central Basin Water District

Austina & Eun Choi Cho
Michele Diaz

Ron &Delores Eveland
Tony & Shiela Martins
The Medicine Shoppe

Tony & Leticia Mendoza
Isidro Menezes

Surati Farsan Mart
Woody’s Muffler 

& Artesia Transmission

Table Sponsors
Artesia Chamber 

of Commerce

Artesia D.E.S
Miguel Canales 

Artesia Mayor Pro-tem
City of Artesia

County of Los Angeles 
Public Libraries
East West Bank
Sally Flowers

Artesia Council Member
Beverly James

Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Don Knabe

Tony Lima, Artesia Mayor
John Lyon

Linda Madrid
Republic Services, Inc.

Rotary Club 
of Artesia-Cerritos

The Rusting/Morey Family
Mary Slattery

Su Casa
Ali Sajjad Taj

Artesia Council Member
Traffic Safety Engineers

Waste & Recycling Services
Windsor Palms

Joanne Witt
Woman’s Club 

of Artesia-Cerritos

Live Auction Donor
Republic Services

Silent Auction & Opportunity 
Drawing Donors

AMF Cerritos Lanes
Amor y Tacos

Gloria Ampolilla
Aquarium of the Pacific

Artesia D.E.S.

Artesia Historical Society
Avenue #3

Bacana Grill
Chik-Fil-A

City of Artesia
City of Cerritos
City of Norwalk

City of Pico Rivera
The Deuce
Lisa Diaz

Michele Diaz
East West Bank

East West Ice Palace
Joe Faria

Sally Flowers
Golf n’ Stuff

House of Fade
Los Angeles County 

Supervisor Don Knabe
Knott’s Berry Farm
La Mirada Theater

La Tavolata
Tony Lima, Artesia Mayor

Los Angeles County 
Fire Department

Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Department
Los Cerritos Center

John Lyon
Linda Madrid – 

Longaberger Consultant
Tony Martins

The Medicine Shoppe
Barbara Nightingale

Oasis Spa
C.J. Oliver

T Pham Optometry
Precision Eye Care
Dr. Arti Shah, DDS

Sheraton Cerritos Hotel

Skate Depot
Sona Chaandi
Karen Speers

Splash, City of La Mirada
TNT Fireworks

Traffic Safety Engineers
Vicencia Insurance

Ed Ware
Waste & Recycling Services

Joanne Witt
Yuzu Shabu
Ziba Beauty

Food Sponsors
99 Ranch Market

American Ranch & Seafood
Amor y Tacos

Ashoka the Great
Bacana Brazilian BBQ

Bhimas Bakery
Buffalo Wild Wings

Central Basin Water District
Chung King

Elbows Mac ‘n’ Cheese
Falafel Shack
Flame Broiler
Gerry’s Grill

Haveli India Cuisine
India Restaurant

Julio’s Pizza
Kabob Corner
La Tavolata

Lee’s Sandwiches
Lori McMann

Mezban Biryani Palace
Muse Garden 

Shanghai Restaurant
Nine Seafood Restaurant

Panda Express
Panda Inn

Ralph’s Grocery Cerritos
Rasbhog
Rasraj

Red Ribbon Bakeshop
Seafood Shack
Shanghai Style

Sonora Tortilleria
Starbucks
Subway

Surati Farsan Mart
Ten Ten Seafood Restaurant

Thailicious
Turmeric Restaurant

And a Special Thank You to:
Steve & Lisa Diaz – Hosts

DJ Marvelous – Music
Dan Olivo – Music

Flower Works – 
Centerpieces

Linda Gonzales – 
Table Linens
Lily Quo – 

Food Sponsor Solicitor
Lori McMann – City Plaza 

Food Sponsor Solicitor
Artesia Library Volunteers

Central Basin Water 
District - Water
City of Artesia –
Tables & Chairs
Artesia Cerritos 

Lions Club - Drinks
Holy Family – Tables

City of Artesia Royal Court
Woman’s Club of Artesia/

Cerritos – Bake Sale
County of Los Angeles 

Public Library – Printing & 
Overall Support

Friends of the Artesia Library 
Wish to Thank the 2014 Garden Party Library Benefit Sponsors 

Friends of the Artesia Library held a Garden Party 
Library Benefit featuring the Sounds of Sinatra on 

Friday, May 2 at Andy's Garden in Artesia. 

The event included entertainment, wine tasting, a taste of 
Artesia-Cerritos cuisine, bake sale, book sale, silent auction, 

live auction and an opportunity drawing. 

Tickets were reasonably priced at $7 per child and $15 for 
adults. The event was enjoyed by the approximately 300 

people. The event raised approximately $12,000 
toward library programs and services. 

There was a special announcement made at the event that 
Supervisor Don Knabe has designated a site in the City of 

Artesia to receive a new $10 million library 
building through his "Operation Libraries" project.  

      
The Friends of the Artesia Library would like to thank 

all of the following sponsors and donors 
who contributed to the success of the event:

Friends of the Artesia Library
Garden Party Library Benefit


