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Department of 
Finance Withdraws 
Order Withholding 
Sales Tax to Cities

California cities won a 
major battle with the State  
when the Sacramento Superior 
Court ruled the state would be 
violating the state constitution 
if it touched city sales taxes. 

The State Board of Equal-
ization has informed the City 
of Cerritos that the Department 
of Finance has withdrawn its 
order for the City’s sales tax 
revenue to be withheld. 

Sales tax revenue pay-
ments to the City of Cerritos 
and all other agencies will be 
processed as normal. The De-
partment of Finance’s with-
drawal of its order took effect 
before any of the City’s sales 
tax revenue was withheld.

The reversal is in response 
to a Dec. 9  ruling by the Supe-
rior Court of California in Sac-
ramento. The court ruled that 
the taking of sales tax from 
agencies violates the Califor-
nia Constitution, specifically 
Section 24(b) (adopted by 
Proposition 22 in 2010). 

The court’s ruling was in 
response to a lawsuit brought 
against the State by the League 
of California Cities, City of 
Vallejo and the Successor 
Agency to the former Vallejo 
Redevelopment Agency.   

Cerritos Mayor Bruce 

By Jerry Bernstein

Reynaldo Rodriguez was 
unanimously elected Mayor of 
Hawaiian Gardens at its Dec. 
3 meeting. Elected Mayor Pro 
Tem was Councilman Barry 
Bruce. Both were recently 
re-elected by the Hawaiian 
Garden voters on the Nov. 5. 
Joining them was new Coun-
cilmember Mariana Rios who 
replaced Michiko A. Oyama-
Canada. A total of 867 ballots 
were cast out of a registration 
of 4,703.

Outgoing Council mem-

Rodriguez New Mayor of Hawaiian       
Gardens, Bruce elected Mayor Pro Tem

ber Michiko A. Oyama-Cana-
da  thanked the many citizens 
of Hawaiian Gardens for their 
constant support over her 12  
years on the council. She also 
praised the staff members she 
has worked with to make Ha-
waiian Gardens a better place 
to come home to, and she 
lauded the ABC School Dis-
trict for their work in raising 
the grades of Hawaiian Gar-
dens’ students, especially the 
principals and teachers. 

She also praised her fel-
low City Council members 
for  their promoting the youth 

of “our” city  and their work 
in making Hawaiian Gardens 
a city to be proud of, past and 
present. She also congratulated 
her successor on the council,  
Mariana Rios and wished her 
much success.

Outgoing Mayor Victor 
Farfan said it has been his hon-
or to have served on the coun-
cil the past six years with Mi-
chiko Oyama-Canada, “from 
the bottom of my heart.” 

He also congratulated 
Mariana Rios upon her election 

Hawaiian Gardens City Clerk Sue Underwood gives the oath of office to re-elected Councilmembers Reynaldo 
Rodriguez and Barry Bruce and newly-elected Councilmember Mariana Rios at the council’s reorganization 
meeting on Dec. 3.

Republican Club Presents Toys to 1st CEB Marines
By Janet Beach

Members of the Cerritos 
Republican Club and guests 
attended the annual Christmas 
Dinner and Fundraiser on Dec. 
10 in the Skyline Room at the 
Cerritos Library. 

Special guests included 10 
1st CEB Marines from Camp 
Pendleton - Captain Adorjan 
Ferenczy and Capt. Will Oli-
ver and eight enlisted men.

Everyone who attended 
enjoyed a delicious dinner 
consisting of roasted turkey, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, 
salad, rolls and dessert.

Capt. Ferenczy thanked 
the Republican Club for invit-
ing the Marines to the event. 
He also thanked the City of 
Cerritos and the 1st CEB 
Adoption Committee for their 
support throughout the year. 

Entertainment for the eve-
ning was provided by Shan-
non Kauble and Sean Saclolo, 
who sang Songs of the Season, 
including “Oh, Holy Night” 

and “My Grown Up Christmas 
Wish.”

The club also sold raffle 
tickets and awarded a special 
1st CEB Medalion to each of 
the three lucky winners. They 
raised $247 from the raffle, 
which will be given to the 1st 
CEB Adoption Committee.

Everyone who attended 
the dinner brought a toy, and at 
the end of the evening the Ma-
rines took the toys back to the 
base, where they were given 
to the children at the Marines’ 
Christmas Party on Dec. 20.  

Dignitaries in attendance 
were: Cerritos Mayor Bruce   
Barrows,  Councilmembers  Car-
ol Chen and George Ray, Yorba 
Linda Water District Director 
Phil Hawkins and ABC School 
Board President Sophia Tse.

At the conclusion of the 
meeting, the new club officers 
were sworn in: President Na-
resh Solanki, Vice President 
Becky Lingad and Treasurer 
Benjamin Campos. The posi-
tion of Secretary is still open.

  

Please see New Mayor  Page 5

1st CEB Marines get ready to take the donated toys back to Camp Pendleton 
after having dinner at the Republican Club Christmas Party on Dec. 10.

Capt. Adorjan Ferenczy, Capt. Will Oliver and other 1st CEB Marines are 
greeted by Cerritos Mayor Bruce Barrows and Councilmembers Carol Chen 
and George Ray, as well as Naresh Solanki, Phil Hawkins and Sophia Tse.
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Barrows said, “The City of 
Cerritos has long argued that 
the taking of sales tax revenue 
is a violation of the California 
Constitution. We are pleased 
that our position has been vin-
dicated by the Superior Court 
of California.”  

He said the ruling protects 
the ability of California cities 
to effectively deliver services 
to their residents and insist the 
voter-approved constitutional 
protections of these revenues 
be respected by the state gov-
ernment. 

Sales Tax 
       From Page 1 

By Dr. Bob Hughlett

Twenty-two members and 
guests of the Cerritos Optimist 
Club recently visited the Ron-
ald McDonald House in Long 
Beach.   

The Optimists joined with 
the Cerritos–Artesia Sorop-
timist International Club six 
years ago to raise funds, which 
led to significant additions to 
the home’s playground. Both 
groups have also been active 
in a program to prepare meals 
for the residents.

“I can think of no better 
example to demonstrate our 
motto of “Friend of Youth” 
than our involvement with the 
Ronald McDonald House,” 

said Club President, Phil Hick-
ok.  “We look forward to a long 
and involved association  with 
this wonderful place.”

The House is one of 300 
worldwide that serve as a 
“home away from home” for 

Optimists Visit Ronald McDonald House
children who are undergoing 
treatment for cancer or other 
life-threatening diseases at 
Miller Children’s Hospital 
and other nearby facilities and 
their families. There are cur-
rently 21 families in the 24-
room facility.

The Ronald McDonald 
House provides inexpensive, 
and often free, lodging for 
families who often travel long 
distances (sometimes from out 
of state) to obtain specialized 
medical care for their children. 

Much of the need ema-
nates from Miller Children’s 
Hospital’s special care area 
for newborns, whose length of 
stay is anywhere from 20 days 
to several months. 

Referrals can also come 
from the Hospital’s pediatric 
rehabilitation program, where  

patients often require long-
term rehabilitation. 

Juvenile cancer cases and 
complex chronic disease pa-
tients have a great need for 
hospital care, and that can be a 
time of tremendous distress to 
both children and their fami-
lies, so having a place to stay 
near the hospital is vital.

Research shows that a 
family’s presence in the hos-
pital helps children heal faster. 
Staying close by allows par-
ents to better communicate 
with their child’s medical team 
and improves adherence to 
complicated treatment plans. 
These are only some of the 
reasons that make the Ronald 
McDonald Family Rooms an 
important service. 

The Ronald McDonald 
House is located at 500 E. 27th 
St. in Long Beach.    

If you wish to help, con-
tact the House at http://www.
longbeachrmh.org. 

By Jerry Bernstein

The Artesia-Cerritos Rota-
ry Club held its annual  Christ-
mas luncheon Dec. 16 for Tra-
cy High School teen parents 
and expectant parents at the 
Artesia Community Center. 
Thirty-five teenagers and their 
children attended. 

Special guest was Ol’ 
Chris Kringle, Santa Claus 
himself. Also present was ABC 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu. 
Special guest was Mrs. Marga-
ret Caballero who brought her 
King Charles Cavalier dog, 
Lenny. Dressed in a Christmas 
costume, Lenny proved popu-
lar with the youngsters and 
adults, too.

Rotary Club Holds Annual Christmas Luncheon  
For Tracy High School Teen Parent  Students

The CAL-SAFE (Tracy 
Teen Parent Program) serves 
students who are expecting 
children and those who are 
already parents. Academic 
coursework and the impor-
tance of earning a high school 
diploma are the emphasis of 
the program, along with elec-
tive classes pertaining to par-
enting skills.

Individual and group coun-
seling is also available, as well 
as a part-time nurse practitio-
ner specializing in prenatal 
care. A mental health counsel-
or and a case manager are on 
staff part-time. 

Child care is provided 
at the Infant Center adjacent 
to Tracy High School where 

professionals and teen parents 
work at the center. The CAL-
SAFE program also provides 
off-campus services to teen 
parents at all schools in the 
ABC District.

Rotarian Dr. Steve Sher-
man told the students that their 
high school education is very 
important. “I dropped out of 
school when I was younger,” 
he said. “I didn’t go back for a 
year and a half, but when I did, 
after finding myself, I went on 
to college and became a doc-
tor. Today, obtaining an edu-
cation is more important than 
ever.”

Members of the Optimist Club and their guests tour the Ronald McDon-
ald House in Long Beach on Dec. 12.

Tracy High School students, who are mothers and expectant mothers, attend the annual Christmas luncheon spon-
sored by the Artesia-Cerritos Rotary Club and gather around Santa Claus, who has gifts for all. 

You’re never to old to greet Santa Claus and to prove it, members of the 
Artesia-Cerritos Rotary Club gave Santa a warm welcome to the 20th An-
nual Christmas Luncheon for Tracy Continuation High School Students. 
They are (l-r) Manu Patel, Artesia Mayor Tony Lima, Dr. Steve Sherman, 
Lee Pfeffer, Sharon Carlson and Sug Kitahara. Sitting on Santa’s Lap are 
ABC Superintendent, Dr. Mary Sieu, and Tracy Principal Jeff Green.
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NEW YEAR & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Friday, Jan. 3   •   6 - 10 p.m.    Cerritos Senior Center                                                       
Welcome the New Year and celebrate the 20th Anniversary 
of the Cerritos Senior Center. Enjoy dinner, dancing, karaoke 
and time spent with loved ones and friends. 
For additional information & reservations, call 562-916-8550.

Cerritos Community Open Golf Tournament
Saturday, Jan. 11  •   8 a.m.   Iron-Wood Nine Golf Course                               
City of Cerritos Community Open Golf Tournament

Martin Luther King Jr. Ceremony
Monday, Jan. 20  •  10 a.m.    Cerritos Civic Center  
City of Cerritos Martin Luther King Jr. Ceremony

Cerritos Festival of Friendship
Saturday, Feb. 1  •  12 – 4 p.m.  Los Cerritos Center
Festival of Friendship 

Parkway Tree Removal Policy 
To Be Reviewed in Study Session 
The Property Preservation Commission will hold a study 
session at 6 p.m. on Jan. 14 to review the City’s parkway 
tree removal policy. The meeting will be held at the Cerritos 
Sheriff’s Station/Community Safety Center and is open to 
the public. For more information, call the Code Enforcement 
Division at (562) 916-1203. 

Artesia: Recycle Trees After the Holidays
Holiday trees will be picked up on your regular collection 
day by a different truck. Place the tree at the curb no earlier 
than noon on the day preceding your regularly scheduled 
collection. Please remove all decorations, ornaments, lights, 
garlands, and tinsel, as well as the stand. If your tree is more 
than six feet tall, please cut it in half before placing it at the 
curb. When you set your tree at the curb, it should be bare. 
Flocked trees will also be accepted.

Hawaiian Gardens: Little League 
Baseball & Softball Registration
Jan. 4, 11, 18, & 25  •  12 - 3:30 p.m.
Early Bird Sign-ups -  Ages 4-18
Fedde Middle School Sports Complex Baseball Fields
21709 S. Elaine Ave., Hawaiian Gardens
For more information, call (562) 209-2065       
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40,000 Classroom Teachers Endorse 
Tony Mendoza for State Senate
Los Angeles Classroom Teachers Believe Mendoza is Best 
Candidate to Protect Kids and Education in California
  

United Teachers Los An-
geles (UTLA), established in 
1970, is a union of profession-
als representing over 40,000 
public school teachers and 
health and human services 
professionals in Los Angeles. 

Their members include 
nurses, psychologists, social 
workers, librarians and class-
room teachers.

“Tony Mendoza has pas-
sionately fought for better 
education, better textbooks 
for our kids, and better re-
sources in our classrooms and 

has been one of the staunch-
est opponents of cuts to edu-
cation funding,” said Warren 
Fletcher, President of UTLA. 
“As a classroom teacher him-
self, Tony understands the 
unique set of issues that face 
California’s schools and we 
are confident that he has an 
intimate understanding of just 
what those issues are.  UTLA 
looks forward to working with 
him and to do whatever is nec-
essary to ensure he is elected 
State Senator.”

 In addition to this endorse-
ment and his endorsement 
from the California Federation 
of Teachers(CFT), Mendoza 
has also earned the support of 
California’s Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Tom Tor-
lakson, and classroom teachers 
in the Downey Unified School 
District, El Rancho Unified 
School District, Hacienda-
La Puente Unified School 
District, Norwalk-La Mirada 
Unified School District, East 
Whittier City School District, 
Little Lake City School Dis-
trict, ABC Unified School Dis-
trict and the Montebello Uni-
fied School District.

“I am so honored to have 
received the endorsement of 
ULTA,” said Mendoza.  “As 
an elementary school teacher 
in L.A. Unified and as a mem-
ber of UTLA, this endorse-
ment is extra special because 
it shows that my colleagues in 
the classroom have the faith 
and confidence in my ability 
to stand up for our children 
in ensuring that we create a 
world class education here in 
California.”

UTLA is the latest in a 
string of high profile endorse-
ments from individuals and 
organizations such as Sen-
ate President Pro Tem Darrell 
Steinberg, Congresswoman 
Janice Hahn, Congresswoman 
Grace Napolitano, Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Tom 
Torlakson, Board of Equaliza-
tion Chairman Jerome Horton 
and a host of local city council 
members, community college 
trustees, school board mem-
bers, water board members 
and many labor organizations.

For a complete list of en-
dorsements, please visit http://
tonymendoza.net/endorse-
ments/.

The Cerritos Optimist 
Club has once again partnered 
with Soroptimist International 
of Artesia-Cerritos for their 
annual Needy Family Project 
supporting more than 30 fami-
lies in our community.   

Each of the families, 
which are identified by lo-
cal agencies, receives at least 
a half dozen boxes of food, 
along with Christmas presents 
for every child tailored to their 
age and gender.  

The Optimists’ and Sorop-
timists’ support of the Needy 
Family Project has become an 
operation of love and giving 
that has now reached its 20th 
year of operation.  

This community effort in-
volves the City of Cerritos in 
procuring a site to serve as a 
warehouse and dispatch center, 
local companies, such as Le-

Optimists, Soroptimists Participate 
in Annual Needy Family Project

Barbie Doll Collection 
on Display in the 
Cerritos Library Lobby
An impressive exhibit of special edition Barbie dolls 
and other Barbie related items are on display in the 
Library’s lobby area and Local History Museum until 
the end of January.  Library visitors were stopping 
and spending time enjoying the display even before 
the display was finished.  These beautiful dolls are 
from the collection of Library Assistant Brenda Sunio.

Soroptimist members Joan Flax, Terrisa Ha and Kathy Lovell sort the do-
nated toys by age level and gender.

Fiell Manufacturing, students 
from Cerritos High School, 
who solicited food donations 
at Walmart, Ralph’s and Stater 
Brothers,  as well as  Toys for 
Tots and dozens of volunteers 
from both organizations.   

The students of Gahr High 
School also contributed five 
truckloads of food collected 
on their campus.

“Without the efforts of 
so many,” said Kathy Lovell, 
“many children who live with-
in a few miles of our homes 
will not have any Christmas 
presents, let alone a supply of 
food, clothing and toiletries 
over the holidays.”

Find out more by visiting 
www.siartesiacerritos.org (So-
roptimists) or www.cerritos 
optimist.org (Optimists).
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A Young Boy Goes to War Gateway Guardian Looks
Forward to Exciting 2014

It was the night before Christ-
mas and all through the house 
not a creature was stirring, not 
even a mouse...

He was 18 years old. The 
first time he had been away 
from home for any length of 
time.  He had not told anyone 
he had volunteered for active 
duty, except his oldest brother, 
a veteran of World War II.

He had joined the Con-
necticut National Guard when 
he was 16 years old. Shortly 
thereafter, his family moved to 
St. Petersburg, Florida, where 
he transferred into an Army 
Reserve Medical company. 
Nine months later North Korea 
invaded South Korea. It was 
June, 1950. He  volunteered 
for active duty a year later. 

His brother asked why 
he had volunteered for active 
duty. He replied, “I want to. 
The country is at war.” 

“Does mom know?” his 
brother asked.

“No, she’d just get upset. 

It’s better she not know until 
my orders come.”

A few weeks later, he was 
on a train to Ft. Jackson, South 
Carolina, where he spent three 
weeks being processed, later to 
be transferred to Fort Benning, 
Georgia, for his basic training.

He was 18 years old and 
homesick. The Christmas Hol-
idays were near. He missed his 
family. He had made friends, 
and together they completed 
their basic training. He had 
paired up with one soldier 
from Georgia, Sam, and they 
had become buddies.

They were on bivouac  
and had been told to dig a fox 
hole. When they had finished 
digging, he had jumped into it 
to see if it was deep enough. 
“What do you think?” he asked 
Sam. “Is it deep enough? It’s 
up to my neck.”

“It’s deep enough,” Sam 
answered. 

Just then a shadow fell 
over him. He looked up and 
a first lieutenant was looking 
down at him. “Private, how 
old are you,” he asked.

“I’m 18, sir.”
“Well, if you want to live 

to be 19 years old or longer, 
dig that fox hole deeper. Much 
deeper.”

“Yes sir,” he answered.

He finished  basic training, 
always remembering what the 
Lieutenant had said.

Later, back in the barracks, 
the men were told they would 
be given leave time. Everyone 
knew what that meant.

Back home he was greeted 
like a hero. “You look healthy” 
his mother said. “You lost 
some weight.” She then gave 
him a letter from his old draft 
board in Connecticut. “They’re 
a little late,” he said.

It was Christmas, and after 
his family was seated around 
the table, he said, “When I 
get back to Fort Benning, I’ll 
probably be sent to Korea.

The family grew quiet. 
Don’t worry, I’ll be okay. I’ve 
no intention of getting killed. 
After all, we survived two 
world wars. I intend to survive 
Korea.

It was late at night. Quiet. 
Time to write a letter.

Dear Mom and Dad, war is 
a terrible thing. Sam was killed 
in action. I don’t understand 
why we can’t learn to live in 
peace. People are the same all 
over. Why can’t it be?”

It was the night before 
Christmas and all through the 
house, not a creature was stir-
ring, not even a mouse.

Whew!!! I hope Santa 
brought you all of the treasures 
that you wanted for Christmas, 
and you found lots of presents 
under the tree and were super 
delighted! 

However, if by any slight 
chance you did not receive all 
that you had hoped for, now 
is the time for unwanted gift 
returns and those great after- 
Christmas bargains. 

As 2013 slowly drifts into 
the past, we are looking to-
ward New Year’s Eve and all 
of the excitement of recon-
necting with friends at par-
ties, all of the great food and 
all of the people wearing those 
goofy hats. 

At the Gateway Guard-
ian we are looking forward to 
a very exciting 2014.  We are 
going to continue to have lots 
of community news in the pa-
per, so be sure to send us your 
photos and press releases, es-
pecially if you have any pho-
tos of your friends in those hi-
larious New Year’s Eve hats.  

I would like to congratu-
late the new mayor of Artesia, 
Tony Lima, and Mayor Pro-
Tem Miguel Canales. Also, the 
new Hawaiian Gardens Mayor 
Reynaldo Rodriguez and the 
Mayor Pro-Tem Barry Bruce.  
Congratulations, gentlemen 
and the Gateway looks for-
ward to working with you! 

Hot off the press!!! We 
have some new staff members, 
and we are so pleased to have 
them at the Gateway! Be sure 
to look for some new by-lines, 
and we will have some fea-

tures, too. In the features, we 
will focus on interesting peo-
ple in the area. So, like myself, 
if you happen to have a Medal 
of Honor awardee living in 
your neighborhood, or some-
one who has done something 
extraordinary, please call or 
email us with that information, 
and we will do a bio on them. 

I was thinking of starting 
a travel page. What do you 
think? I don’t travel too much, 
but I love to read about differ-
ent places. The world is such 
a fascinating place and it is 
always interesting to see what 
other people in other countries 
are doing. 

I especially like to see pho-
tos from those far-away places 
that only the brave dare to go.  
Yet, there are some very inter-
esting places to travel to and 
not so far away. Perhaps those 
traveling people will write to 
us about some of their favorite 
places to go, places to eat and 
places to stay. 

I would like to thank our 
guest writers for their contri-
butions to the Gateway. We 
are blessed to have so many 
friends. 

As 2014 fast approaches, 
I would like to remember a 
lovely lady, Carolyn Bowlen. 
She was many things to many 
people. She was a teacher, a 
devout Christian, a devoted 
wife, and a much loved moth-
er. I would also like to remem-
ber all of those dear friends 
and loved ones who have gone 
before us and, yes we miss 
them. 

There is a great thought 
that goes something like this... 
to the world you were just an-
other person, but to this per-
son, you were their world. 

I would also like to re-
member our armed forces and 
those gallant men and women 
who have made the supreme 
sacrifice. You will be remem-
bered, and you will be missed. 
Rest assured, your sacrifice 
does make a difference. 
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By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Off on a six-day fishing 
expedition to Loreto, Baja 
California Sur at the end of 
July. Loreto is a sleepy town 
of 14,000 plus souls and is 750 
miles due south of Tucson or 
220 miles north of La Paz on 
the sea of Cortez.   

The flight down is always 
amazing. We have no trouble 
identifying when we have 
crossed the border as the des-
erts grow and the structures 
disappear. 

"We" are James Watson 
and Jim Cox, along with Ray 
Lovell and me. We look for-
ward to four days of panga 
fishing for Dorado, sailfish 
and yellowtail, along with 
pool time at the Oasis Hotel. 
The Oasis is a venerable fish-
ing "resort" that caters to the 
panga drivers. 

The next morning, Jim 
and I did very well on Dorado 
(a.k.a. mahi-mahi), five total, 
which were our individual lim-
its and half of the pangadore's.  

Around and About – Fishing in Loreto
Three were big so they hung 
them up when we returned, 
took our picture and said we 
will be cover guys on a maga-
zine the following week.  The 
biggest one was quite a strug-
gle, but after 25 minutes, he 
was on board.  

That night we had a clam-
bake combo for dinner at the 
Oasis, which wasn’t up to our 
recollections from a feast 10 
years previous.

The following Sunday 
turned out to be a day of rest 
for everyone including the Do-
rado. James and I cruised and 
trolled all day to produce two 
mediocre fish. Definitely the 
highlight of the day was dinner 
in town at Orlando's, the num-
ber one restaurant according to 
Yelp reviews (yes, Yelp lives 
in Baja).  Spectacular fish stew 
along with jumbo prawns.    

Monday continued our un-
happy string of so so fishing.  
We did catch the limit, but they 
were ninos with an end result 
of 19 bags of fillets - compared 
to 39 bags two days ago when 
Jim and I had just five fish. Off 
to dinner at Orlando's again, 
then wild and crazy until we 
all retire at 9. 

We quickly saw the im-
pact of declining tourism the 

first day fishing when only six 
pangas were launched com-
pared to the usual two dozen 
10 years ago. Several of our 
favorite restaurants have dis-
appeared, despite infrastruc-
ture improvements in lighting 
and walkways.  

The last day of fishing we 
once again caught five Do-
rado, yielding 24 pounds of 
fillets. Ray and Jim went for 
marlin and sailfish and met 
with great success, although 
they were all released since 
marlin is far from tasty.   

Dinner was at El Nido's, 
the premier restaurant in 
town. I had dinner there with 
the mayor 10 or so years ago 
when here on a sister city gig 
with Cerritos and enjoyed a 
rousing evening with full ta-
bles, mariachi minstrels and 
an effusive owner seeing to all 
our needs.  Ten years later the 
crowds were down, the maria-
chi’s gone and the owner no-
where to be seen.  

So we flew home on Alas-
ka Airlines the next day with 
our fish in tow along with many 
interesting new memories.   

Let me know what you 
think of this column and sug-
gest others by emailing me at 
b.hughlett@verizon.net.

To make the holiday sea-
son just a little more festive for 
one La Palma family, Komput-
ers 4 R Kids donated a com-
puter at a recent La Palma Ki-
wanis general meeting. 

In addition to a computer, 
spokesperson James Watson 
and La Palma Kiwanis mem-
ber Michele Steggell gave the 
family a complimentary one-
year free internet service.  

One happy La Palma mom (center) now has one more gift to put under the 
family’s Christmas tree.  Shown with the computer donated by Komputers 
4 R Kids are spokesperson James Watson and La Palma Kiwanis member 
Michele Steggell.

The organization donates 
computers periodically through-
out the year to families in need.

Komputers 4 R Kids is a 
501 c(3) public charity and a 
state licensed collector of sur-
plus electronics whose main 
goal is ensuring that children 
are provided with computer 
systems that are reused so that 
they do not end up in our land-
fills.

 

Komputers 4 R Kids Donates 
Computer to La Palma Family

and said he hoped she would 
find serving on the council as 
rewarding as he has.

The outgoing Mayor, Vic-
tor Fafan, also congratulated 
Rodriguez and Bruce upon 
their re-election to the council. 
He said he looks forward in 
continuing to work with them. 

“I have strong hope that 
we can work together and use 
our combined energy for the 
betterment of Hawaiian Gar-
dens,” he said.

He said that during the past 
12 months, the city has accom-
plished much. The city budget 
is balanced and sound with no 
negative impact on the city.  

In the area of public safe-
ty, the city has improved by 50 
percent by working together.  
He also took note that First 
Lady Michelle Obama  recog-

New Mayor of Hawaiian Gardens     From Page 1 

nized Hawaiian Gardens for its 
fight on obesity and our fight to 
reduce child obesity. “Hawai-
ian Garens is the only city in 
Los Angeles County to receive 
this recognition,” he said.

Both Farfan and Oyama-
Canada received a video from 
the City highlighting their 
achievements during the past 
year as mayor and coun-
cilmember.

Members of the Hawaiian Gardens City Council give outgoing member  
Michiko A. Oyama-Canada a warm farewell at the Dec. 3 meeting and 
thanked her for makingHawaiian Gardens a better place to live.

Representing the ABC School Board, Lynda Johnson and Soo Yoo present 
outgoing Mayor Victor Farfan with a Certificate of Recognation for his 
year in office and his strong support of the ABC Unified School District.

Jesus Mendoza presents Council-
woman Michiko A. Oyama Canada 
a plaque for her support of schools.

For the last 12 years, La 
Palma Kiwanis Club members 
have hosted a charity event 
at Christmas time where they 
gather food for 30 needy fami-
lies who reside in neighboring 
communities.

It begins with the stu-
dents at John F. Kennedy High 
School in La Palma collecting 
canned goods and ends with 
the members of the Kiwanis 
Club of La Palma soliciting 
donations from the local busi-
ness community. This year, 
2013 has set a record for dona-
tions and support.

It was topped off with a 
generous monetary donation 

La Palma Kiwanis Supports 
Needy Families at Holidays

from the employees of the City 
of La Palma, and Mayor Steve 
Hwangbo assisted in getting 
much needed food from Super 
1 Korean Market (a.k.a. Han-
Nam Market). Costco also do-
nated various fruits and veg-
etables. 

As a joint effort, Kiwanis 
Club and the Key Clubs gath-
ered on Dec. 20 at offices next 
to the Hub on La Palma Blvd. 
to assemble the food boxes to 
be given out the following day. 

“This is a prime reason we 
all are members of the Kiwan-
is Club,” said President John 
Theilen and Event Coordina-
tor John Alvis.

La Palma Kiwanis members Larry Herman, John Alvis, John Theilen, 
Keith Nelson and Steve Hwangbo pick up food supplies at Super 1 Market 
for their annual food giveaway to needy families.  
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Local Red Hat Chapter Celebrates the Holidays

Janet Beach, Queen of her Red Hat 
chapter in Cerritos, shows off her 
“Queen” stocking and her group’s 
mascot, Scarlet O’Beara.

By Janet Beach

“When I am old, I shall 
wear purple with a red hat....” 
These lines from a poem by 
Jenny Joseph describe what the 
Red Hat Society is all about. 

It is an organization with 
20,000 chapters in all 50 states 

and more than 30 foreign 
countries for women over 50 
who just want to have fun and 
friendship.

It began in 1997 when Sue 
Ellen Cooper gave her friend a 
copy of the poem and red hat 
as a birthday gift. Cooper and 
a group of five friends then 
started the Founding Chap-
ter in Fullerton, Calif. They 
dressed in purple outfits and 
red hats and went out for tea as 
their first official outing.

Word quickly spread of 
these outings after a story ap-
peared in Romantic Homes 
in July 2000. Women all over 
wanted to join in the fun, and 
soon the Red Hat Society ex-
ploded.

In Cerritos, there are four 
chapters, one of which is the 
Red Hot Beach Babes, led by 
Queen Janet Beach and Vice 
Queen Elizabeth Kelley. 

The Beach Babes chapter 

started in 2005 with a picnic 
in Beach’s backyard and about 
20 ladies interested in joining.   

The group meets once a 
month, when the ladies go 
out to lunch, have a potluck at 
someone’s home, or attend a 
play or festival.

They always wear purple 
outfits and red hats, except 
when it’s their birthday month, 
and then they reverse the col-
ors - red outfit and purple hat. 

Occasionally, members 
travel to other states for national 
or regional conventions. At the 
Las Vegas convention a few 
years ago, 5,000 Red Hatters 
took over the MGM Grand Ho-
tel, where they had food enter-
tainment and dancing. Conven-
tions also have vendors, where 
the ladies can purchase hats, 
jewelry and other accessories.

I have a whole section in 
my closet of purple and red 
clothes, several pairs of red 

The Red Hot Beach Babes of Cerritos:  Queen Janet Beach, Jean Martella, 
Karen Richards, Janet Balstad, Vice Queen Elizabeth Kelley, Joyce Grohm-
ann, Barbara Hvizdos, Nelly Gillogly, Nancy Selof, Lee Bonetti, Martha 
Stearman, Alice Montcalm, Carole Heidary and Sheryl Chambers.

ARTESIA & CERRITOS CHAMBERS HOST HOLIDAY MIXERS

Quality Inn General Manager Keith Donner (l-r) with 
Artesia  Chamber President Elizabeth Makavali, Artesia 
Councilmember Sally Flowers, Mayor Tony Lima, Mayor 
Pro Tem Miquel Canales, and Councilmember Ali Taj.

Under the direction of Jimmy Rink, students from Ross Academy 
provided entertainment at the Artesia Chamber’s Christmas cel-
ebration held at the Quality Inn.

Representing the ABC Unified School District were (l-r) 
Adult Education Principal Pao Ling Guo, Director of Hu-
man Resources Susan Hixson, and Assistant Superinten-
dent of Human Resources Carol Hansen.

and purple shoes and probably 
15 - 20 red hats. Oh and lots of 
jewelry, too!

The whole idea is that 
women our age rarely get no-
ticed, but when we dress like 

this, we get lots of attention.
One man once asked us what 
“tribe” we belonged to.      

To find out more about the 
Red Hat Society, go to www.
redhatsociety.com.

Miss Cerritos and for-
mer presidents Ann 
Smith and Linda Fris-
be, along with Gigi 
Manzanilla join sever-
al members of the Cer-
ritos Chamber of Com-
merce at the Chamber 
Mixer on Dec. 12.
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Restaurant Review

ASHOKATHE GREAT

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701562-809-4229

 

THE BEST LUNCH BUFFET IN TOWN! 12612 South Street
Cerritos 

562-865-9215
  (Corner of South & Bloomfield)

www.ave3pizza.com

Jeepney Asian Grill - A 
Unique Dining Experience

Ave 3 has been a cornerstone in the 
city of Cerritos since its establishment 
in 1971. Created in one of the first com-
mercial centers in the area its origins 
date back to the days of the dairy fields. 

As Cerritos has developed over 
the years, Avenue 3 has been at its 
side. Through its multiple ownership 
changes, one thing has remained the 
same - the foundation of providing our 
customers with high quality cuisine.

Ave 3 has always been committed 
to providing quality Italian cuisine in a 
warm and friendly environment. Ave. 
3 is proud to be a part of the Cerritos 
community and has participated in fund 
raising for local schools, sports teams, 
churches and government facilities 
in Cerritos and Southern California.

Whether you are looking for a 
place to order catering for your next 
business meeting or party, or you like 
to drop by for lunch, Ave 3 will provide 
you with the best experience possible. 
They pride in using the finest ingredi-
ents in all of our dishes. Their dedica-
tion to the use of only whole milk low 
moisture mozzarella on all of our piz-
zas, in-house slicing of cold cuts, deli 
meats and vegetables, and the strict use 
of only California olives are a few rea-
sons why Ave 3 has remained a part of 
the city of Cerritos through the years.

Please place internet orders at 
least 36 hours in advance, we will 
contact you back during normal busi-
ness hours to confirm the order. Hope 
to see you  soon!

RESTAURANT NEWS
There is a small strip mall on Or-

angethorpe Avenue located between 
El Torito and Marie Callender’s res-
taurants just west of Valley View in 
Buena Park. 

All the stores in one row are eating 
places, including Starbucks, Chipotle, 
Jersey Mike’s Subs, Yogurtland, The 
Pizza Studio and Habit Burger Grill. 
Judging from the traffic going in and 
out of the parking lot, it is already a 
popular place.

In Artesia, the Tea Bar Metro re-
cently opened at 18174 Pioneer Blvd. 
They serve all kinds of tea, such as 
Honey Oolong, Boba Green Milk and 
Lemon Black Tea. They also offer 
snack foods to compliment your tea.

Aga, a Taiwanese Bistro, is locat-
ed at 17901 Pioneer Blvd. in Artesia. 
Although their menu is small, featur-
ing appetizers, two soups, one dessert 
and seven entrees, they do have 29 dif-
ferent kinds of tea.

Coming soon to Cerritos in the 
Fountain Plaza near South and Grid-
ley is 85° C Bakery Cafe at 11482 
South St., which specializes in coffee 
and fresh gourmet cakes and breads. 
Each cup of coffee is brewed individu-
ally with ground beans. Also watch for 
the Gen. Korean BBQ House at 11472 
South St. It has an All-You-Can-Eat 
lunch and dinner menu!

 New Restaurants in the Area

By William Lee

Jeepney Asian Grill is unique in 
that the name “ Jeepney” is taken from 
the U.S. military jeeps the Americans 
left behind after the World War II, now 
transformed into van-like vehicles 
adorned with ornaments traversing 
about the metro areas in virtually every 
city in the Philippines. The restaurant 
opens for breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
and although it is mainly Filipino, there 
are some Chinese and Thai dishes as 
well. 

Another unique con-
cept is the Caramia 
Gelato Tropi-
cale located on 
one side of 
the restau-
rant near 
the front 
e n t r a n c e 
area which 
serves dozens 
of exotic tropical flavored 
home-made ice cream, shave i c e , 
mango cake and other Filipino des-
serts.

I have eaten there many times be-
fore, and my favorite dish  is the Grilled 
Boneless Chicken with a special peanut 
sauce to die for. However, this time I  
ordered the Mega Lunch at $7.95.

It came with soup of the day, 
steamed rice and three dishes. I chose the 
chicken skewers, which were tender and 
juicy, the Tilapia fillet and the Lumpiang 
Shanghai, which were fine as well.

General Manager Ramon Sa-
porsantos came and said “hello” and 
helped serve us. That always makes 
customers feel welcome and important. 
In my opinion, with the long hours the 
restaurant is operating, Ramon is doing 
an excellent job scheduling his servers 
and having his staff serve with a smile 
at all times. 

Other favorite dishes, according 
to Ramon are Pancit Canton, a dish 
with stir-fried, sauteed egg noodles 
topped with vegetables and fried pork 
and Kare-Kare, a beef and oxtail stew 
served in thick peanut sauce with tripe 
and vegetables.

The restaurant is quite large, and 
the décor is modern and colorful. It has 
two different sections, both providing 
televisions, and there is a patio outside 
with heaters.

I found the new menu full of many 
colorful food 

dishes and 
very com-
prehensive. 
Jeepney also 
offers family 
meals to go 
and catering 
to all occa-

sions, large 
and small.

Jeepney goes way out to sup-
port our community, whether it is for 
fund raising for the Artesia Library or 
participating in the Taste of  Cerritos 
Business Expo, as well as the Astesia 
Business Expo, and hosting mixers for 
the Artesia Chamber of Commerce, the 
Cerritos Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Filipino Chamber of Commerce. 

The restaurant also supports our 
local high schools and colleges. I per-
sonally remember the Astesia Chamber 
of  Commerce had one of the most suc-
cessful mixers there, with good food, 
drink, music and good conversation. 

I wholeheartedly recommend you  
dine there and see it yourself.

Jeepney Asian Grill
11900 South St.

Cerritos, CA 90703
   

(562) 2070070
www. Jeepneyasiangrill.com

Ave 3:  A Favorite in Cerritos

Pancit CantonKare-Kare

*****

*****
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Holiday Gathering Held at Vintage Cerritos

Sounds of classical and 
Christmas music could be 
heard coming from the dining 
room with Tammy Tsal play-
ing the violin. 

For those who enjoyed 
dancing, upstairs in the activity 
room there was rocking coun-
ty holiday music performed by 
Country Plus.

 Hallways on the first and 
second floors had tables with 
food and deserts that tempted 
the best appetite. 

Providing background music on the violin was Tammy Tsai.

By Jerry Bernstein

It was a special evening 
Dec. 8 at Vintage Cerritos, the 
Assisted Living home for se-
niors adjacent to Cerritos Col-
lege on New Falcon Way. 

There was food and good 
cheer, visits with family, and 
best of all, a visit from Santa 
Claus who had gifts for the 
residents. He also posed for 
pictures with the residents and 
their families.

It was  also time for fam-
ily gatherings that created new 
memories for young and old, 
with Christmas decorations in 
the entryway highlighted by a 
beautiful decorated Christmas 
tree.

Families and friends gath-
ered around tables in the din-
ing room and the entryways to 
the halls leading to the activity 
room. All in all it was an eve-
ning to be remembered by all 
who attended.

VINTAGE CERRITOS

Independent Living 
& Assisted Living

11000 New Falcon Way
Cerritos, CA 90703

vintagesenior.com

Call us for a tour and 
lunch is on us.

(562) 356-8334

John and Janice Dawson enjoyed their visit with his mom, 
Josephine Dawson.

Country western music was provided by Country Plus in the 
activity room.

State Senator Bob Huff presents outgoing La 
Palma Mayor Steve Hwangbo with a Cer-
tificate of Achievement from the California 
State Legislature.

When Mayor Steve Hwangbo 
ran for election to the La Palma City 
Council, he promised to “fight against 
wasteful spending, make sure the bud-
get is balanced, work with police and 
fire to keep La Palma safe, continue to 
improve an aging infrastructure, part-
ner with schools to make education a 
priority, expand recreation opportuni-
ties for every resident, and revitalize 
retail shopping in La Palma.”

It was a tall order, but after serving 
for one year as mayor, Hwangbo feels 
that he mostly accomplished his goals, 
and so did the community leaders who 
attended the Dec. 17 mayoral reorga-
nization to honor him at the La Palma 
Civic Center.

State Senator Bob Huff compli-
mented Hwangbo for being a proac-
tive mayor “who got things done when 
they needed to be,” and Kara Medrano 
from the office of Congresswoman 
Linda Sanchez thanked him for wel-
coming her to La Palma when the 

Congresswoman began representing 
the City a year ago.  

Calvin Sung from the office of 
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-
Silva said the Assemblywoman con-
siders Hwangbo a good friend who 
cares about his city. Quirk-Silva once 
told Hwangbo that he’s “my favorite   
Mayor.”

He was well-qualified to serve on 
the La Palma City Council since he 
already was a seasoned businessman / 
entrepreneur with more than 30 years 
of successful experience in the cor-
porate world. He studied at the USC 
School of Business Administration, 
and active in several chambers includ-
ing the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 
La Palma Chamber of Commerce  and 
Cypress Chamber of Commerce.

Not only is he an engineer with a 
B.S. Degree from UCLA, he has be-
come an effective fundraiser for the 
community as President of the Oxford 
Academy Foundation for the last eight 
years. (Oxford Academy is ranked #4 
in the nation and belongs to Anaheim 
Union High School District).

Hwangbo has been a community 
volunteer for many years in the Ki-
wanis Club of La Palma , Neighbor-
hood Watch District Coordinator and 
Board Member, La Palma Activities 
and Beautification Committee (CAB), 
PTA member (Steve Luther & Oxford 
Academy), Relay for Life (Ameri-
can Cancer Society), Kennedy High 
School Scholarship Foundation, and 
the La Palma Day Activities Commit-
tee.

He said that he hopes to continue 
giving of his time and talents to make 
La Palma “an even better place to live 
for our residents.”  MONEY magazine 
had recently named La Palma one of 
the best places to live in the nation for 
cities of fewer than 50,000 residents.

La Palma Mayor Honored 
for Outstanding Year

From The Gateway Staff

MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595

www.michaelsfieldslaw.com/
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Are you having problems with your 
human? Please email me at mkim-
sey@thegatewayguardian.com.  
Don’t forget to send along a photo.

Duchess is a gorgeous, 
5-year-old English bulldog 
who loves her mistress and 
cookies. She is in the process 
of writing her autobiography.

  
  

Counselors from local 
high schools visited Cerritos 
College on December 6 for 
the seventh annual 2013 High 
School Counselor Conference.

Organized by the School 
Relations and Career Services 
offices, the conference offered 
vital updates to high school 
counselors on admissions, 
various career technical edu-
cation and academic programs 
offered by Cerritos College.

All district high schools at-
tended the conference as well 
as from Valley Christian, St. 
John Bosco and St. Matthias.

The counselors spent the 
day learning about Cerritos 
College and what it has to of-
fer their students when they 
move on to post-secondary 
education.

Cerritos College’s High School 
Counselor Conference is a Success
90 Local High School Counselors Spend a Day on Campus

The day began with a 
panel of diverse Cerritos Col-
lege students told their stories 
such as why they chose Cer-
ritos, what they liked about 
this school and how they have 
benefitted from attending Cer-
ritos College. The student 
panel represented a variety of 
programs such as culinary arts, 
automotive mechanical repair, 
engineering, sociology/com-
munications and psychology.

Following the panel, the 
counselors were given the op-
portunity to take a tour of cam-
pus and received presentations 
about some of the programs 
such as Scholar's Honors, 
welding and cosmetology.

At the end of the half-day 
conference, the high school 
counselors enjoyed lunch and 

an improvisational comedy by 
Instructor Forrest Hartl's the-
atre team.

"The conference was a 
campus wide endeavor with 
faculty, staff, programs and 
students all participating to 
make it possible," said Shirley 
Arceo, coordinator of school 
relations. "It was an excel-
lent opportunity to strengthen 
our relationship with high 
schools."

Feedback from the coun-
selors was positive. "The con-
ference was very informative 
and the student panel made it 
real, as students are our cli-
ent," said a counselor in atten-
dance.

Online release: http://cms.
cerritos.edu/releases-2013/12/
hscc.htm-2013.

By Edna Ethington

   The La Palma-Cerritos 
Branch of the American Asso-
ciation of University Women 
(AAUW) was one of 72 spon-
sors of booths at the Annual 
Cerritos Holiday Boutique, 
held at the Cerritos Senior 
Center on Dec. 

In spite of the gloomy 
rainy weather, members of the 
AAUW and all booth spon-
sors came early to set up their 
booths with the items they 
wished to offer for sale.  

AAUW members, with 
sewing and baking talents, 
brought homemade cookies 

Holiday Boutique Helps AAUW Raise Funds

and other baked goods, flannel 
blankets, crocheted or knitted 
caps for babies, gifts for teach-
ers, decorative bags and other 
items to sell at the holiday 
boutique.  

AAUW booth chairper-
son Judy Figal said that more 
than $600 was raised from the 
event, and the funds raised will 
be designated for the AAUW 
Education Funds.

The La Palma-Cerritos 
Chapter of the AAUW is 
grateful to the city of Cerritos 
for providing so many indi-
viduals, non-profit groups and 
businesses in the community 
with an opportunity to market 

their crafts, homemade items 
and other products.  

All of the rooms in the 
Cerritos Senior Center were 
beautifully decorated with 
Christmas colors and even in-
cluded a huge Christmas tree 
in front of the fireplace.  
Every room was filled with 
holiday gift items for sale by 
vendors.  There were even 
booths outside the Senior Cen-
ter with Easy Ups protecting 
their products from the rain.  
Members of the La Palma-
Cerritos Chapter of the AAUW 
said that they enjoyed being 
part of the City of Cerritos 
annual Holiday Boutique and 
hope to participate again in 
2014.

The next General Meet-
ing  of the La Palma-Cerritos  
Chapter of the AAUW will 
be held on Jan. 16  from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. in the Skyline 
Room of the Cerritos Library 
at 18025 Bloomfield Avenue 
in Cerritos.  

The guest speaker for the 
evening will be Kathleen Doty, 
President-Elect of the State of 
California AAUW, who will be 
speaking on “The State of the 
State of California AAUW.”  

For more information 
about the program, contact 
Program Vice-Presidents Bar-
bara Dunstan at 562-404-4760 
or Christine Taxier at 714-828-
7711.

(l to r) Flo Buchanan, Sue Carruthers, Patty Riedel, Judy Figal, chairman 
of booth for the AAUW, and Barbara Dunstan show off all of the hand-
made items and tasty treats at the Holiday Boutique at the Cerritos Senior  
Center on Dec. 7.

Dear Duchess,
Hope you had a fabulous 

Christmas! I would like to take 
my girlfriend Oreo to a really 
nice place for dinner on New 
Year’s Eve. Any suggestions?

Hungry in Cerritos,
  Brutus

Dear Brut,
Sounds like a fab idea!!! 

What kind of food are you 
looking for? My favorite is the 
delectable food at that place 
in the mall, Lazy Dog!!! You 
know where they have all of 
those adorable puppies. Check 

out the cute baby Bulldog; 
he is adorable. You can al-
ways have your mommie 
stop at the Forever 21 store 
for some darling accessories 
for your cutie pie. Bon Ape-
tite!

  Duchess

Dear Duchess,
I want to keep my New 

Year’s resolution - losing 
weight.  Any suggestions?

  Chunk

Dear Chunk,
Really, are you sure??? 

Well, after the holidays, 
we all need to lose a few 
pounds. My clothes are 
feeling a bit tight, too. So, 
I had my mommie take me 
to Petsmart, and she bought 
me a new harness (pink, of 
course), and new leash (dia-
monds, of course). And a 
dazzling new designer-style 
cozy. Too cute. 

We also checked out the 
diet cookies and sweets, and 
they are delicious, YUM, 
YUM!!! Then, we went to 
the Los Cerritos Mall, and 
my mommie went to Nord-
stroms to do some shopping 
and bought a gorgeous pair of 
running shoes. BAM! We are 
ready to lose a few pounds 
and look marvelous doing it. 
   Duchess

More than 352 gifts and 
$493 in gift cards were do-
nated by Cerritos and Cerritos 
Sheriff Station employees to 
help families during the holi-
day season. Employees bought 
new, unwrapped toys or gift 
cards to the employee holiday 
luncheon.

The gifts have been dis-

City and Sheriff Employees Hold Toy Drive
tributed through the Artesia-
Cerritos Community Christ-
mas program, the Cerritos 
Red Bucket program, Cerritos 
Optimist Club's Needy Fam-
ily Project, and the Salvation 
Army Angel Tree Project.

"City employees have giv-
en generously to brighten the 
holidays for people in need. 

“My City Council colleagues  
and I are proud of their gen-
erousity," said Cerritos Mayor 
Bruce Barrows. He added, 
"Our staff works hard to serve 
the community throughout the 
year. Their efforts and caring 
attitude toward the community 
help make Cerritos a wonder-
ful place to live." 

By  Gail Grossman
 
 The Woman's Club of 

Artesia Cerritos celebrated 
the holiday season by giving 
$7,350 to various organiza-
tions in the community.

The December luncheon 
included a Baked Potato Bar, 
hosted by the Scholarship Com-
mittee, which raises funds for 
Cerritos College Scholarships.  

Checks and toys were given 
to Su Casa, a check and arts and 
crafts supplies to Community 
Family Guidance, and a check 
to Tracy Teen Parent Program 
and ABCUSD Foundation.  

Checks were also sent to:  
Adult Adaptive Education pro-
gram at Cabrillo Lane School, 
Pathways, Special Olympics 
and Cerritos High School’s 
Wind Symphony Band to help 
with their upcoming trip to 
Carnegie Hall in New York. 

 The Woman’s Club also 
gave checks and various items 
to the Veteran's Hospital in 
Long Beach, Vets Home of 
CA, Long Beach Emergency 
Fund and the 1st CEB Adop-

tion Committee.These items 
included handmade crocheted 
lap robes and various toiletries.

The club made donations  
to the Bob Hope USO at LAX, 
Operation Phone Home, Unit-
ed Through Reading which is-
sponsored by the USO, Fisher 
House and Wounded Warrior 
programs. 

The National Osteopo-
rosis Foundation, America 
Heart Association, Go Red for 
Women, Breast Cancer, Shot@
Life, Alheizeimer Association, 
Habitat for Humanity, Canine 
Companions and Search and 
Rescue Dog Program were 
also recipients.

Each  quarter, the women 
look to see what other organi-
zations that they can help out.  
They also support the Friends 
of Arts Education at the Cerri-
tos Center for Performing Arts.

Anyone interested in help-
ing these charities are invited 
to join the Woman’s Club of 
Artesia Cerritos. More infor-
mation is available on Face-
book or contact the club presi-
dent, Marilyn McGorman.

Woman’s Club of Artesia Cerritos
Donates to Various Charities
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, LLC
WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

scott@angelesinstitute.edu     www.angelesinstitute.edu

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Place Your Ad Here 
For Only $10

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com  • 562.493.6653

Consumer Banking
11900 South St.
Cerritos, CA 90703

Telephone:  562-865-1839
Facsimile:   562-865-3569
ServiceLine:  800-935-9935

Donald D. Kent
Relationship Banker
Vice President
NMLS ID: 671237

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD 

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

13357 South Street
Cerritos, CA  90703
562-860-7005

info@grandstandgrill.com
       www.grandstandgrill.com

By Melinda Kimsey

God of life and love, we 
lift our hearts to you in praise 
and thanksgiving.

We bless you for the good-
ness and beauty of creation, for 
the rhythm of sunrises and sun-
sets, for the patterns of color 
and texture of growing things 
that sustain our hope in the 
abundance of what is to come. 

We bless you for the land-
scape of our lives, for our suc-
cesses and our failures, for our 
friends and our enemies, who 
weave a mosaic through our 
horizon. We praise you for all 
your works. 

We ask for grateful hearts 
and a spirit of generosity. Free 

us from being apathtic with 
our words of praise and af-
firmation and our acts of for-
giveness. In contrast, support 
us in our words of praise and 
encouragement and remind us 
that forgiveness is the begin-
ning of understanding. Open 
us to the abundance of life and 
love you set before us. 

At the core of our relation-
ship with God is a twofold ur-
gency; to let go of the past and 
to trust in God. Each is difficult, 
demanding and the struggle of 
a lifetime. Neither will happen 
without the other; they work 
in tandem. They are so closely 
related that they resemble the 
same thought process. 

Letting go tears at the 

heart of our prejudices; our de-
sire to possess power, wealth, 
and even people; our appetite 
for comfort and security; our 
hunger for acceptance. To let 
go of injustices, hurts and fear 
is no small thing for any of us. 

We must remember that 
God tells us… “Fret not the 
evildoers, for they shall bring 
about their own destruction.” 
Also, to let go of the status 
symbols, power and wealth is 
difficult for us... for after all 
we are only human. We all 
have our human weakness. 
Yet, we want to have both. We 
want the pleasures of life and 
we want a close relationship 
with God. 

We rationalize our accu-
mulation of possessions, mate-
rial and non-material as being 
done in the name of God. Re-
ally. That is called rationaliza-
tion. We rationalized that what 
we did to obtain those riches 
are justified in our own minds.

To let go, we need to trust 
God, to believe that God will 
be there to fill the void. It 
means allowing God into our 
lives unconditionally. This al-
lows our minds and hearts to 
have the courage to trust God. 
An open heart, to allow the 
love of God and all creation 
to fill it. An open mind, to be 
guided by the Holy Spirit in 
discerning the way to God. 
When we let go, God will de-
liver His promises. 

By Edna Ethington

Parishioners of St. Ire-
naeus Church in Cypress wel-
comed Bishop Kevin W. Vann 
to their parish on Dec. 13 - 15.  
Bishop Vann was serving as 
Bishop of the Catholic Dio-
cese of Fort Worth, Texas, until 
Pope Benedict XVI appointed 
him as the fourth Bishop of the 
Catholic Diocese of Orange on 
Sept. 21, 2012.     

Bishop Vann presided at 
the 9:45 Mass at St. Irenaeus 
Church in Cypress dressed in 
rose-colored vestments for 
the third Sunday of Advent on 

Dec. 15.  The third Sunday of 
Advent is known as Gaudete 
Sunday, and the presider at all 
the Masses that day dresses in 
rose colored vestments in joy-
ous anticipation of the celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ on 
Christmas Day.  

Bishop Vann said he came 
to St. Irenaeus to get to know 
the parishioners and also to let 
them know more about him.  He 
said that he was born and raised 
in Illinois and was the oldest of 
six children, all of whom had 
red hair when they were young. 
He posed for pictures after 
Mass wearing his rose-colored 
vestments and the miter, staff 
and ring that are symbols of his 
office as Bishop. 

Bishop Vann said that 
he studied in Rome when he 
was a newly ordained priest 
and was acquainted with St. 
Irenaeus’ former pastor, now 
Msgr. Michael Heher, and 
Bishop Tod D. Brown, the 
third Bishop of the Diocese of 
Orange.  Bishop Vann said that 
he had just returned from Pad-
ua, Italy, where the organ from 
Christ Cathedral was taken 
for repairs. He said that he re-
quested an audience with Pope 
Francis and was pleased to be 
able to meet with the Pope. 

Bishop Vann was very 
warm and friendly person as 
he talked to parishioners after 
the 11:30 a.m. Mass.    

Assemblymember Garcia 
Initiates First

“There Ought to Be a Law” 
Contest

 
Assemblymember Cristina 
Garcia is launching her first 
“There Ought to Be a Law” 
contest for residents of the 58th 
Assembly District. Constituents 
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God, We Lift Our Hearts to You in Praise Parishioners of St. Irenaeus 
Church Welcome Bishop Vann

Bishop Kevin W. Vann

“Here’s a kiss for ya…….” 
If you ever heard Hank utter 
those words you would have 
had to be either family or a 
close friend and likely, you 
were running for cover.

Hank Gray, former direc-
tor of the previous Artesia 
Chamber of Commerce, was 
taken from us on Oct. 13. His 
death occurred suddenly, and 
without suffering, at the home 
he shared with his wife Jetta.

Born on Feb. 14, 1947, 
in Artesia, Hank was the sec-
ond child, and first son, born 
unto Cecelia Mary and Orville 

Orville Henry “Hank” Gray  Passes
Henry Gray, who along with 
sister Judy, preceded him in 
death.

Hank is survived by his 
wife Jetta, five children and 
their spouses, Jay (Sandy), 
Pamela Rose (Dough), Hank 
(Shannon), Dean, Ken and 
Stacy Gray; grandchildren, 
Dawn Marie (Chip), Rachel 
(Patrick), Joanna (Travis), 
Elizabeth, Kayla, Destiney, 
Dean; greatchildren, Austin, 
Dakota, Larry, Smantha, and 
Hayden; his brother Alan Gary 
and countless aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews and cousins.

OBITUARY
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Portuguese Family Dedicates Whole Room to Christmas

Many traditional families 
have a nativity scene, or pre-
sepio, during the Christmas 
holiday. But it is a rare sight 
for most Americans to see an 
entire room dedicated to it.

Gil and Gasselina Fer-
reira are just one family out of 
many in Artesia who carry on 
this ancient tradition.

"It took me over a month 
to finish this," said Gasselina 
(pronounced 'Goss-leen-ah'). 

"I started in September, then 
I babysit and carry on my du-
ties throughout the week, and I 
work on it again over the week-
ends. I finished on Nov. 6."

Portuguese presepios are 
set on a stage, often tiered, and 
are modeled after a village. 
Gasselina and Gil said they 
purchased many of the houses 
from Home Depot, Lowe's, 
Walmart, and antique stores.

Gasselina joked that she 

Presepios:

Assemblymember Cristina 
Garcia is launching her first 
“There Ought to Be a Law” 
contest for residents of the 
58th Assembly District. Con-
stituents are invited to submit 
ideas and proposals for a new 
state law that can cover a wide 
range of issues addressed by 
legislation that may improve 
the quality of life in neighbor-
hoods throughout the state of 
California.

People of all ages are en-
couraged to enter, and  high 
school and college students in 
the 58th Assembly District are 
also encouraged to participate.

“I want my constituents to 
have a voice and an opportunity 
to be a part of the process a bill 
idea goes through in Sacramen-
to, “Garcia said.  “I encourage 
my constituents to share with me 
their bill ideas, inspired by their 
daily experiences - ideas that 
will make California better.”

Previous contest entries, 
submitted to legislators across 
the state, have included laws 
that have cracked down on mis-
leading floral advertising, a bill 
that enables individuals who 
vote by mail to confirm that 
their ballots were counted, and 

a measure that created a pilot 
program to link the state’s 
community colleges with lo-
cal chambers of commerce 
to promote business develop-
ment and job creation.

Assemblymember Gar-
cia will choose one winner 
from the contest who will 
have the opportunity to travel 
to Sacramento, testify before 
an Assembly Committee on 
the merits of the bill, and 
have lunch with the Assem-
blywoman. 

Jan. 17 is the deadline 
for entries, and the office en-
courages applicants to submit 
their ideas online at:   http://
asmdc.org/members/a58/dis-
trict/upcoming-events/there-
ought-to-be-a-law-contest, 
faxed to 562-861-5158, or 
mailed to: Office of Assem-
blymember Cristina Garcia, 
8255 Fire-stone Blvd. Suite 
203, Downey, CA 90241.

The 58th Assembly District 
includes the cities of Mon-
tebello, Pico Rivera, Com-
merce, Bell Gardens, Downey, 
Norwalk, Bellflower, Cerritos 
and Artesia, and any questions 
can be directed to her office at 
562-861-5803.

La Palma residents are in-
vited to submit applications for 
current and upcoming vacan-
cies on two Council Appointed 
Committees – the Community 
Activities and Beautification 
Committee and the Develop-
ment Committee. There are no 
current or upcoming vacancies 
on the Traffic Safety Commit-
tee.

The Community Activi-
ties and Beautification (CAB) 
Committee members work 
with City staff to coordinate 
special events including Me-
morial Day, Concerts in the 
Park, and the annual Holiday 
Tree Lighting event. CAB 
committee members also as-
sist the City in planning the 
annual La Palma Days event. 
CAB members meet on the 

La Palma Urges Residents to Get Active
second Tuesday of each month 
from September to June.

The CAB Committee cur-
rently has five vacancies, with 
varying terms, and another 
two vacancies with four-year 
terms will be created when the 
incumbents’ terms expire on 
Dec. 31, 2013. Youth repre-
sentatives may fill up to three 
of these vacancies.

The role of the Develop-
ment Committee is to review 
and evaluate plans for new 
construction in the City, and 
act as an advisory body to the 
Planning Commission. The 
Planning Commission relies 
on the Development Commit-
tee’s expertise in ensuring that 
every project meets the high 
standards maintained through-
out La Palma.

The Development Com-
mittee meets every other 
month on the second Monday 
of the month, with special 
meetings conducted on an as-
needed basis. The Develop-
ment Committee currently has 
one vacancy with a term end-
ing Dec. 31, 2016, and another 
two vacancies with four-year 
terms will be created when the 
incumbents’ terms expire on 
Dec. 31, 2013.

Applications for all va-
cancies are available at City 
Hall or at the City’s website 
and are due by Jan. 10, 2014. 
If you have any questions or 
for further information, please 
visit www.cityoflapalma.org/
committees or contact the 
City Clerk’s office at 714-690-
3333. 

Assemblymember Garcia Initiates 
1st ‘There Ought to Be a Law’ Contestlikened the higher tiers of her 

presepio to Big Bear and Lake 
Arrowhead, and the lowest 
tiers are near the ocean.

Gasselina had a story 
for every doll and building; 
and the presepio had nativity 
scenes, bull and cow pens, a 
harbor scene, a McDonald's, 
and various street scenes.

There are more photos of 
the Ferreira's presepio in the 
Artesia website Photo Gallery.

Spirit of Community & Christmas Arrives at AJ Padelford Park

(l to r) Mayor Pro Tem Miguel Canales, San-
ta, Mayor Tony Lima and City Councilmem-
ber Ali Taj enjoy the festivities.

By Richard Guiss 

The true spirit of Christmas filled 
AJ Padelford Park on Dec. 20 when 
hundreds of family members repre-
senting three generations attended the 
18th Annual Posada Navidena De La 
Comunidad.  

The celebration was held on the 
seventh day of a nine-day celebration 
reenactment of the search for lodging 
that Mary and Jesus did nine days be-
fore Christmas. 

Traditionally the celebration be-
gins on Dec. 16 and ends on Christmas 
Eve. Artesia begins the tradition two 
days early and ends on Dec. 20 since 
many residents have their family gath-
erings on the Dec. 24 and 25. 

Maria Hurtado is a parent who has 
been involved since its beginning more 

than 18 years ago. “I do it for the com-
munity,” she said through a Spanish 
translator. “The event keeps the com-
munity united and passes on the tradi-
tion to our future generations.” 

She said each night a different 
family will gather at the park and walk 
through the streets to another family’s 

home, who takes the Nativity scene 
into their home giving shelter to Mary 
and Joseph. “Each night we pray to 
the Holy Spirit so by the ninth day the 
Holy Spirit will answer our prayers,” 
said Hurtado. 

The evening’s festivities began 
around 5:30 p.m. The Nativity scene 
was carried by four participants and 
led the candle-lit procession through 
the neighborhood with everyone sing-
ing the Posada Song.  

Former State Assembly member 
Tony Mendoza was among the hun-
dreds of residents in the procession. 
He said the Posadas began in 1996 on 
167th Street by parents to introduce the 
tradition to the children. The following 
year another block joined followed by 
another, and the tradition grew to the 
event it is today. 

Around 6:30 p.m. everyone returned 
to park’s recreation center. Residents 
enjoyed the evening with a traditional 
feast of tamales, tostadas, along with 
hot coco, pastries, and treats including 
youth song and a magic show. The eve-
ning culminated with the toy give away 
and a visit from Santa. 

AJ Padelford Park Parent Group, 
the LEAD Foundation, and Artesia & 
Cerritos Rotary Club sponsored the toy 
giveaway. The City of Artesia and the 
Parks and Recreation Department are 
co-sponsors along with community 
partners: Artesia and Cerritos Lions 
Club, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department, Cerritos Optimist Club, 
AJ Padelford Park Teen Group, Miss 
Artesia and Court, Los Angeles Fire 
Department Station No. 30, and many 
residents and volunteers.

Gil and Gasselina Ferreitra of Artesia are proud of their presepio, which fills a whole room in their house.
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EAST WEST ICE PALACE
Introduction - East West Ice Palace is a first-class ice skating and 
training center that features a full-size ice surface (measuring 85 x 200 
feet), a complete fitness center, dance and group exercise programs, 
locker rooms, snack bar, gallery, and Pro Shop. East West Ice Palace is 
a safe and affordable facility where families and individuals can enjoy 
a wide range of activities. Our facility is capable of accommodating 
those who are serious about skating, hockey, or fitness, and it is also a 
place for those who just want to have fun. The facility opened its doors 
in May 2005 and has quickly become one of the top skating arenas in 
California.  

Ice Rink - In the ice rink we offer hockey and figure skating schools, 
pick-up hockey, stick time, freestyle sessions for figure skating train-
ing, private ice, and recreational skating for the public. The ice can 
also be rented out for special events such as hockey tournaments, skating 
competitions, birthday parties, group gatherings, fundraisers, company 
parties, and school field trips to name a few.  

Pro Shop - The ice rink also features a Pro Shop that carries every-
thing a skater or hockey player may need. This includes basic figure 
and hockey skates for recreational skating, and top-quality boots and 
blades for the competitive skater. For the hockey skaters the Pro Shop 
sells sticks, protective gear, apparel, accessories, and uniforms. For the 
figure skaters we sell tights, dresses, clothing and accessories. Skate 
mounting, skate repair, and sharpening services are also available 
through the Pro Shop. 

Snack Bar - East West Ice Palace hosts a complete snack bar where 
customers may purchase a wide array of drinks and food.  For drinks 
we offer soda, fruit juice, coffee, cappuccino, hot cocoa, energy drinks, 
water, and sports drinks.  For food, we serve pretzels, chips, candy, 
soup, hot dogs, burritos, muffins, cookies, bagels, cereal bars, and vari-
ous other snack items. 

Fitness Center - Our fitness center located on the second floor boasts 
over 10,000 square feet of floor space and a full complement of cardio 
and weight training equipment, group exercise classes, and personal 
trainers to help meet individual fitness goals.  The group exercise and 
dance room hosts activities such as Cardio Step, Cardio Dance, bel-
ly dancing, yoga, and ballet (specially designed for figure skaters) to 
name a few.  The fitness center also offers locker rooms, showers, and 
free towel service for its members.   

Gallery - Also on our premises is a museum gallery which displays a 
unique collection of trophies, medals, memorabilia, and historical arti-
facts from the sport of figure skating and hockey.

 NOW 
OPEN!

Amor Y Tacos = Love & Tacos

Critically 
acclaimed Chef 
Thomas Ortega 

brings his 
culinary talents 

to his hometown 
of Cerritos. 

13333 South Street
Cerritos, CA 90703  

562-860-Amor (2667) 
AmoryTacos.com


