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By Jerry Bernstein

Keynote speaker at the 
Congressional Club Holiday 
Season Party,  hosted by Con-
gressman Ed Royce and his 
wife Marie, was Assembly 
Candidate Young Kim (65th 
District). 

Royce, who is Chairman 
of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, described Kim as 
a dedicated worker who will  
make Orange County voters 
proud of her representing them 
in Sacramento. 

He said Kim has worked 
for him 23 years and repre-
sented him throughout the 
District. He said his top prior-

Republicans Gather at Congressional 
Club Hosted by Congressman Ed Royce

Enjoying the Congressional Club Holiday Season Party held Dec. 23  at The Summit House Restaurant in Ful-
lerton and hosted by Congressman Ed Royce are (l-r) Cerritos Mayor Bruce Barrows, State Assembly Candidate 
(65th District)Young Kim, Rep. Royce, and Cerritos Councilmember Carol Chen. 

ity is to elect Young Kim to the 
state legislature, noting State 
Republican Leader Bob Kipp 
has asked her to bring Orange 
County’s young Asians back 
into the fold. There are 3,000 
Asian-Americans in Orange 
County.

Kim described the Con-
gressman as being her mentor 
and would continue to be her 
mentor. “He is a true leader,” 
she said. “The fact that he is 
Chairman of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee is a 
testiment to his service and 
commitment to his country.”

Turning to her quest for a 
seat in the state legislature, she 
said, “We lost that seat in the 

65th District  last time because 
we took it for granted,” indi-
cating that would not be the 
case now.  She said if elected 
she would work to bring posi-
tive changes in Sacramento.  

She described the State 
Legislature as being a broken 
mess and out of touch with the 
real problems faced by local 
families.

“I will work to bring 
changes in a positive way,” 
she asserted that will include 
making California business 
friendly so businesses can 
grow and create jobs. “I’m 
running for the state assembly 
because we deserve better,” 
she concluded.

Cerritos Senior Center Celebrates New Year, 20th Anniversary

Sheriff’s deputies from the 
Cerritos Sheriff’s Station ar-
rested two residential burglary 
suspects on Jan. 2. 

At approximately 11:11 
a.m. on Jan. 2, Cerritos Sher-
iff’s Station deputies respond-
ed to a burglary-in-progress 
call. 

The caller advised Cerri-
tos Sheriff’s Station deputies 
that she saw a man attempting 
to break into the rear side of 
her residence. 

Responding units from the 
Cerritos Sheriff’s Station con-
tained the location and depu-
ties observed the man exiting 
the residence and entering the 
passenger side of a truck that 
was driven by another male. 

The driver attempted to 
drive the truck around a re-
sponding deputy. The truck 
struck a curb and sustained 
minimal damage. 

The suspects, a 23-year-
old male and a 25-year-old 
male, are both residents of Los 
Angeles and were detained for 
burglary.

Cerritos Sheriff’s Station 
detectives are handling the 
follow-up investigation.

Cerritos residents are en-
couraged to observe the activi-
ties in their neighborhood and 
report any suspicious activity 
to the Cerritos Sheriff’s Station 
by calling (562) 860-0044. 

To report an emergency or 
a crime in progress, residents 
should call 911. More crime 
prevention tips are available 
on the City’s Safer Cerritos 
website at safercerritos.com. 

Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Deputies Arrest 
Burglary Suspects

Society of Seven Perform 
at Benefit Concert, Raise 
$50,500 for Typhoon 
Victims in Philippines    

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Dancing to the band, A Casual Af-
fair, ladies and gentlemen have a 
great time at the Cerritos Senior 
Center’s Happy New Year and 20th 
Anniversary Celebration on Jan. 3.
       See more photos on Page 6

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos Senior Cen-
ter at Pat Nixon Park was dedi-
cated on Jan 29, 1994. On Jan.  
3, 2014, the City of Cerritos 
celebrated the Center’s 20th 
Anniversary and the New Year 
with a dinner dance.

City officials attending the 
affair were Mayor Bruce Bar-
rows, Councilmember Carol 
Chen and former Councilmem-
ber and Mayor Paul Bowlen.

Greeting the 182 seniors in 
attendance was Mayor Barrows, 
who welcomed them to the the 
celebration. “Since the doors 
opened two decades ago,” he 
said, “hundreds of thousands of 
people have visited the Senior 
Center to take a class, receive 
services or attend a program, 
and this is a testament to its im-

portance to Cerritos.”
The Mayor paid tribute to 

the Center’s volunteers, who 
he said over the past 20 years 
have shared 192,000 hours of 
their time. 

He also recognized the 
Center’s staff under the lead-
ership of Director Dianne 
Cheney and Community Par-
ticipation Manager Connie 
Hinger and her staff.

Those who attended the an-
niversary celebration enjoyed a 
tri tip and chicken dinner. For 
dessert they could choose from 
tiers of delicious cupcakes. 
They danced to music provided 
by a live 3-man band called A 
Casual Affair, who played rock, 
country and oldies. 

Everyone who attended 
went home with a 20th Anni-
versary clock/picture frame.
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By Jerry Bernstein

The Artesia D.E.S. is a his-
toric community center that fo-
cuses on promoting Portuguese 
pride and heritage. It’s main 
community projects include 
the Artesia D.E S. Band and the 
Artesia D.E.S. Soccer Club.

Board and officers of the 2014-15 D.E.S. gather together below the stage 
to be introduced to members and friends where they received a congratula-
tory welcoming applause.

Artesia Portuguese Hall Scene of New Year Celebration
The original hall was con-

structed in 1935, featuring 
a full service bar and stage, 
perfect for weddings, theatri-
cal performances and special 
events. 

In 2010 the Grand Event 
Hall was constructed adjacent 
to the original hall. It can com-
fortably seat more than 400 
dinner guests or host meetings 
and seminars for up to 700 
people. It also features a full 
service bar in the lobby

An estimated 225 attended 
the festive New Year’s event.
Outgoing President John Mar-
tin asked those present how 
they liked the dinner served. 
To a round of applause he 
announced the entire meal 
was planned and prepared by 
D.E.S. family volunteers. The 
menu included steak, shrimp, 
salad and dessert.

Outgoing President John Martin 
(left)  congratulates incoming 2014-
2015 President Paulo Menezes, at 
the Artesia D.E.S. New Year’s  Eve  
celebration held at the Portuguese 
Hall in Artesia.

Greeting the New Year at the Artesia D.E.S.  New Year Dinner-Dance cel-
ebration  held at the Portuguese Hall in Artesia are (l-r) Gateway Guardian 
Editor Jerry Bernstein, Artesia Mayor Tony Lima ,Mike and Lou Treratola, 
Larry and Margaret Caballero, Lee Pfeffer and Dr.  Steve and Mary Sherman.

By Mary Ann Tipton

More than 40 guests cel-
ebrated the holidays at the Hu-
bert H. Humphrey Democratic 
Club (HHHDC) holiday party 
at El Torito in Cerritos on Dec. 
16. Distinguished guests in-
cluded Congresswoman Linda 
Sanchez, Assembly Member 
Christina Garcia, many local 
elected officials and candi-
dates for 2014 offices.

The festive atmosphere was 
enhanced by a delicious buffet, 
a Christmas sing-along, a silent 
auction, and a 50-50 drawing.  
Christopher Duvali, treasurer, 
and Mary Ann Tipton, presi-
dent, acted as emcees. 

With Roger Roussell at the 
guitar and Gail Roussell at the 
mike, members “shut down the 
place,” singing Beatles songs 
and other fun oldies.  

Hubert H. Humphrey 
Democratic Club 
Celebrates Holidays

HHHDC’s next event is the 
installation and endorsement 
meeting on Jan. 20. Outgoing 
officers are Mary Ann Tipton, 
president, and Tina Cho, vice-
president. The 2014 Executive 
Board will be Tina Cho, presi-
dent; Roger Roussell and Sul-
tan Ahmad, vice-presidents; 
Christopher Duvali, Treasurer; 
and Beverly Porter, Secretary.

Participating in the State 
Senate candidate forum will be 
former 56th Assembly Mem-
bers Sally Havice and Tony 
Mendoza and Whittier Unified 
School District Board Member 
Irela Perez.  

HHHDC meets the third 
Monday of each month at Co-
co’s Bakery and Restaurant, 
11510 East South St., Cerritos, 
at 6 p.m. for dinner and 7 p.m. 
for the meeting.  All are wel-
come.

Cerritos Library  
Several colorful photos of 
brides from different parts 
of India are on display in the 
multimedia area until the 
end  of January. These photos   
depict the wide variety of 
clothing, jewelry and makeup 
of these beautiful women.

Enjoying the HHHDC holiday party are: (l to r) Laura Lee and Diana 
Needham, former Mayors of Cerritos; John Paul Drayer, Cerritos City 
College Board of Trustees; Congresswoman Linda Sanchez; CA Assembly 
Member Christina Garcia; Artesia Councilmember Victor Manalo; Debbie 
Cuadros, President of Bellflower Unified School District Board; Artesia 
Councilmember Ali Taj; and Tony Mendoza, former CA Assembly Mem-
ber. Center: Peggy Lee, former ABCUSD Board member.

More than 40 years ago, 
the City of Cerritos established 
two redevelopment agencies. 
Through careful planning and 
management, the City success-
fully redeveloped properties and 
received property tax income 
known as “tax increment.” 

Property tax increment 
received by the Cerritos Re-
development Agency funded 
such projects as Fire Station 
#30 and the Cerritos Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. 
Property tax increment also 
funded the construction of the 
City’s affordable senior hous-
ing projects, such as Emerald 
Villas, Pioneer Villas, Vintage 
Cerritos and Fountain Walk. 
Without redevelopment, none 
of these community facilities 
would have been possible. 

Redevelopment was also 
critical for the developments 
of the Cerritos Towne Center, 
Los Cerritos Center, Cerritos 
Auto Square and Cerritos In-
dustrial Park. The financial 
success of these projects has 
benefitted the entire southeast 
Los Angeles County region 
with thousands of people em-
ployed in the businesses located 
in these developments. These 
employees spend their salaries 
in cities throughout the region, 
making a significant contribu-

California’s Cities Deserve 
Fair Treatment From State

tion to local economies.
The State of California 

passed a law dissolving rede-
velopment agencies in 2011. 
The State Assembly and Sen-
ate took this action to alleviate 
the State’s budget challenges 
by reallocating $1.7 billion in 
annual property tax increment 
revenue. The revenue had le-
gally gone to more than 400 
redevelopment agencies as a 
result of their efforts to remove 
blight and develop properties. 

Significant financial harm 
to cities throughout California 
has resulted from the state’s 
action. Cities have also been 
harmed by the passage of a 
redevelopment trailer bill, 
AB1484, which includes a 
“claw back provision.” The 
claw back applies to actions 
taken by redevelopment agen-
cies before the redevelopment 
dissolution law was approved. 
This retroactive application 
of the law is extremely unfair 
and harmful to cities. Through 
the claw back, the State is re-
viewing all asset transfers and 
payments made from redevel-
opment agencies to cities dat-
ing back to Jan. 1, 2011 - six 
months before the law dissolv-
ing redevelopment was ap-
proved.

By 

Bruce W. Barrows

MAYOR’S COLUMN

Please see California Cities  Page 8
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By Chuck Sooter

Gunnery Sergeant Jason Wilson, a member 
of the U.S. Marine Corps 1st Combat Engineer 
Battalion stationed at Camp Pendleton, was 
hosted and honored in the City of Cerritos on 
Dec. 28 at the Sheraton Hotel Fountain Court. 
Cerritos Mayor Bruce Barrows, on behlf of the 
City Council, presented a proclamation to Gun-
ny Wilson to commemorate and thank him for 
his service.

The City of Cerritos adopted the Marines 
and Sailors of the 1st Combat Engineer Bat-
talion, on Nov. 11, 2007. A large contingent of  
Marines from this engineering battalion is al-
ready deployed in Afghanistan. 

After the ceremony, Gunny Wilson and 
his wife and daughter were given a tour of the 

Honoring the Meritorious Marine of the Month, 1st CEB Gunnery Jason Wilson, are: (l to r) Sherman Kappe, Ja-
net Beach, Brittney Wilson (daughter), Darcie Wilson (wife), Mickey Christiason (host), Gunnery Wilson, Mayor 
Bruce Barrows, Dorothy Owen (1st CEB Adoption Committee President), Councilwoman Carol Chen, Laurie 
Forward, Mary Ann and Chris Tierheimer.

city by their host, Mickey Christiason, and then 
spent the weekend enjoying the amenities of 
the community  with lodging and meals com-
plements of the Adoption Committee’s spon-
sors: Sheraton Hotel and Grille 91, Mimi's, TGI 
Friday’s, Wood Ranch BBQ and Grill, BJ’s 
Restaurant, and the Macaroni Grill.  The City 
of Cerritos also provided tickets to attend the 
evening performance of Broadway on Ice at the 
Cerritos Center. 

 Gunnery Sergeant Wilson was selected to 
represent his battalion based on his vast experi-
ence,  professionalism, personal demeanor and 
work ethic, unrelenting perseverance, and loyal 
devotion to duty, reflecting credit upon on him 
and in keeping with the highest traditions and 
standards of the United States Marine Corps 
and the Naval Service.

1st CEB Gunnery Wilson Honored by CIty 
of Cerritos, 1st CEB Adoption Committee

Artesia Spring Baseball League
Registration for the Spring Baseball league begins on 
Thursday, Jan. 2. Opening Day will be held March 15        
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. Pee-Wee Ages 4 - 6: Resident $50,  
Non-Resident $69   
All Other Age Divisions: Resident $59, Non-Resident $81 
Register early to ensure your child’s spot on a team. 
Volunteer coaches needed! Volunteer to manage a team and 
one child plays free! 

Artesia Library Events
Family Story Time and Art Activity, Tuesdays,                     
Jan. 7, 14, 21, and 28, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Friends of Artesia Library Meeting, Tuesday, Jan. 7, 6:30 p.m.
Book Bingo, Saturday, Jan. 11, 2 - 3 p.m.

Free Tax Preparation Assistance
Free tax prep assistance will be offered through AARP at 
Artesia Park. Tax assistance will be provided by trained 
volunteers on software made available by the IRS. 
Appointments will be on Mondays from 1 - 4 p.m. beginning 
Feb. 3 and will continue until tax day. 
Registration begins on Jan. 6 for residents and on Jan. 13   
for non-residents. Call Artesia Park for details: 
Albert O. Little Community Center, 18750 Clarkdale,       
Artesia, 90701  (562) 860-3361 

Cerritos Community Open Golf Tournament
Saturday, Jan. 11 - 8 a.m.  Iron-Wood Nine Golf Course 
City of Cerritos Community Open Golf Tournament

Cerritos International Little League
Now taking registration for Spring 2014. Boys and girls 
ages 4-14 may sign up online at www.eteamz.com/
cerritoslittleleague/ or in person at Gonsalves Park,                                  
13611 E. 166th St, Cerritos.
Walk-up registration dates: Saturday, Jan. 11, 1 - 3 p.m.  
Sunday, Jan. 12,  1 - 3 p.m.   
Sign up at tryouts on Jan. 18 and 19

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Ceremony       
Monday, Jan. 20, 2014 at 10 a.m. Cerritos Civic Center    
Participate in a celebration of American civil rights leader 
and 1964 Nobel Peace Prize winner Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. The ceremony will include comments by the Cerritos City 
Council and musical performances. Light refreshments will 
be served. For more information, call (562) 865-810

Parkway Tree Removal Policy  To Be Reviewed
The Cerritos Preservation Commission will hold a study ses-
sion at 6 p.m. on Jan. 14 to review the City’s parkway tree 
removal policy. The meeting is open to the public and will be 
held at the Cerritos Sheriff’s Station/Community Safety Cen-
ter. For more information, call the Code Enforcement Division 
at (562) 916-1203. 

Cerritos Festival of Friendship
Saturday, Feb. 1  •  12 - 4 p.m.  Los Cerritos Center
Festival of Friendship 

Hawaiian Gardens Community Events 
Volunteer Recognition Dinner - Jan. 11 at Mary Rodriguez 
Senior Center
Student Government Day - Feb. 25 at C. Robert Lee        
Activity Center

Hawaiian Gardens: Little League 
Baseball & Softball Registration
Jan. 18, & 25  •  12 - 3:30 p.m.
Early Bird Sign-ups -  Ages 4-18
Fedde Middle School Sports Complex Baseball Fields
21709 S. Elaine Ave., Hawaiian Gardens
For more information, call (562) 209-2065       

Deputy District Attorney 
Ann H. Park held a campaign 
kick-off party Dec. 18 for more 
than 50 guests at the Garden 
Buffet Restaurant in Artesia 
to announce she is running for 
L.A. Superior Court Judge in 
2014. 

Park is a long-time Cer-
ritos resident, an appointee on 
the ABC Legislative and Poli-
cy Committee for the past two 
years. She has worked for the 
Los Angeles County District At-
torney’s office for more than 20 
years prosecuting sexual assault 
and domestic violence cases. 

Former Irvine Mayor 
Sukhee Kang, the first Korean 

Cerritos Resident Ready to 
Serve as Superior Court Judge

Among the many guests supporting Ann H. Park (center) for Superior 
Court Judge are Cerritos leaders James Kang, Soo Yoo and Tina Cho, 
friends, neighbors and students from local high schools.

American to serve in that posi-
tion, has known Park for many 
years. “She is extremely quali-
fied,” Kang said, “and I know 
she will work hard when elect-
ed to a judgeship.”

Previous ABC Boardmem-
ber James Kang and current 
Boardmember Soo Yoo praised 
Park for her dedication to “jus-
tice, fairness and for people in 
need.” Both agreed that Park 
could be very instrumental in 
bringing diverse communities 
together to work as one.

Deputy District Attorney 
Tony Cho, son of Cerritos City 
Council member Joseph Cho, 
said that Park understands 

what is fair and just, and she 
has always shown “a good ju-
dicial temperament that can 
turn chaos into order.”

Past Cerritos College 
Board Trustee Tina Cho said 
Park is well qualified with an 
excellent background and de-
serves to be elected.

Park thanked everyone 
for attending and promised to 
work hard “all the way up to 
election day. I am so grateful 
to have so many people who 
support me and are willing to 
work on my campaign.”

Park is currently President 
of the Korean Prosecutors As-
sociation, which has assisted 
victims throughout Los Ange-
les County, and she believes 
that “a judge needs to under-
stand the hardships that people 
go through in their daily lives.”

She said she would be a 
compassionate but firm judge 
who would resolve matters in 
a fair way, and said that her 
interest in women’s issues and 
fighting the sexual abuse of 
children led her to the decision 
to become a prosecutor.

Park has been endorsed by 
District Attorney Jackie Lacey 
and by numerous local officials. 

CPR Training
On Saturday, Jan. 11, a Community CPR 
and First Aid Basics class will be offered 
at Cerritos Park East. Participants who 
successfully complete the course will 
receive a two-year certificate from the 
American Red Cross.
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By Jerry Bernstein

By Melinda Kimsey

“Well?” asked VAL LYN-
DER, DEFENDER OF ALL 
THAT IS TRUE, as she burst 
through the office door. “Are 
you going to attend the Cerri-
tos Senior Center’s 20th Anni-
versary Dinner on Jan. 20th?”

“I wouldn’t miss it,” I re-
plied. “Are you going to be 
there? I asked.

“I originally planned to,” she 
started to explain, “but I can’t.”

“What do you mean, you 
can’t?” I asked.

“I have to be in San Fran-
cisco on the 20th. My niece is 
getting married on that day,” 
she explained.

“I didn’t know you had a 
niece,” I said.

“There are a lot of things 
you don’t know about me,” she 
snapped back, her purple um-
brella with the white poker dots 
beginning to tap on the floor.

“Now, VAL LYNDER, 
don’t get upset. In all the years 
I’ve known you, you have 
never mentioned you had a 
sibling, let alone a niece.” I 
waited for her to respond. 

Ignoring my comment, she 
asked, “I hear you have a new 
reporter. What’s his name?” 
“Richard,” I replied. “He’ll be 
reporting about happenings in 
Artesia and La Palma and do 
some general reporting,” I said.

“Well, if he’s going to do 
all that, what are you going to 
do? Sit in your chair and edit?”

“I’ll still be reporting on 
happenings in Cerritos, the 
ABC School District and Ha-
waiian Gardens, and I’ll be 
doing general reporting, too,” 
I said. “Why?”

“Just wondering,” she re-
plied.

I’ve known VAL LYN-
DER, DEFENDER OF ALL 
THAT IS TRUE, a long time. 
There was something on her 
mind. “VAL, what’s bothering 
you?” I asked.

“Well, if you must know, 
I’m concerned,” she replied in 
a matter of fact tone, her um-
brella beginning to tap faster 
on the floor.

“About what?”
“I read where the Cerritos 

City Council is taking another 
look at its advertising budget, 
which includes its legals.”

“That’s what the council 
unanimously voted on,” I ex-
plained, “to take another look 
and see if they could reduce 
some of the cost in that area. 
Concerning the legals, that 

wouldn’t affect the Gateway 
Guardian since we are not eli-
gible to print them at the pres-
ent time. We have to be Coun-
ty Adjudicated to be eligible 
to bid on the legals, and we’re 
only four months old.”

“What do you mean bid on 
the legals?” she asked

“According to the city 
charter, the city is required to 
go to bid every year and usu-
ally the lowest bidder gets the 
legals,” I said.

“Why hasn’t it been done 
in the past?”

“I don’t know.” I answered. 
“I know that any newspaper 
that is County Adjudicated, 
which means it has general cir-
culation in the county for three 
or more years is eligible to bid 
on the legals. 

“Well, I guess the council 
will be looking at the entire 
budget,” she said.

“I would expect they 
would,” I responded. The coun-
cil wants to see if the budget 
can be balanced without tap-
ping into the city reserves. With 
the economy slowly picking 
up and the recent ruling by the 
State Superior Court in Sacra-
mento that the state can’t take 
sales taxes from the cities to 
balance the state budget, that 
should help balance the city’s 
budget.”

“Well, I should hope so,” 
she said. “I have another ques-
tion. “Who’s running for City 
Council?

“VAL,” I answered, “It’s a 
little early to know. Both May-
or Barrows and Councilman 
Cho will be termed out of of-
fice leaving their seats vacant 
and Mayor Pro Tem Mark Pu-

lido will be up for re-election, 
which won’t be held for an-
other year. It’s too early to say 
who the candidates will be.”

VAL Lynder didn’t reply. 
She stood up to leave as her 
umbrella came crashing down 
on my desk, “We’ll see.”

 “VAL, I wish you wouldn’t 
do that.”

Greetings, friends and 
neighbors! Well, the New Year 
has officially started, and that 
means those pesky New Year 
resolutions.  In the past, I would 
make several resolutions, but 
then there is the stress of the 
commitment to actually keep 
those resolutions.

 That is the paradox! It is 
a good thing to make a reso-
lution, but sometimes difficult 
to accomplish. So, my solution 
is don’t make any resolutions 
that you can’t keep. Sounds 
simple to me. However, if you 
feel compelled to make some 
resolutions, here are my sug-
gestions for keeping some of 
the more popular resolutions:

1. Lose weight… don’t eat 
anything that tastes good. 
2. Get out of debt… dis-
own your children. WAIT, 
this could mean more money 
and fun with your grandkids, 
which falls under the grand-
kids exclusion clause. 
3. Stop drinking… don’t 
hang out with fun people; 
hang out with boring people. 
4. Go on a really nice family 
vacation… see number 2!
5. Meet new friends… don’t 
hang out at any fun places if 
you are under number 3.
6. Get a new best friend… 
buy a dog. I would high-
ly recommend a Bulldog. 
7. Buy a new car... buy 
a second hand one. This 

will help with number 2. 
8. Buy a condo in Ha-
waii... I would be happy 
to be your live-in maid. 
9. Travel… I will meet you at 
the Eiffel Tower for drinks. I am 
no longer worried about num-
ber 3. It was mostly a guide-
line rather than a resolution. 
10. Don’t lose weight... buy 
new clothes… use reverse 
psychology on yourself.

Well, those are my top 10 
suggestions. Mostly, I was just 
kidding, except for a few of 
the resolutions. I have already 
started my own list of do’s and 
do not’s. 

Really, all hearts and flow-
ers set aside, all that we can do 
is to live well, love much and 
laugh often. To be kind and 
generous to others and give 
others the benefit of the doubt 
when harsh words are spoken.  

Nelson Mandela recently 
passed away and, like many 
others, I read about his many 
trials and tribulations. How-
ever, his greatest legacy for us 
is forgiveness.  

My resolution for you is….
don’t be too hard on yourself, 
after all we are only human 
and tomorrow is another day! 
I have heard that somewhere 
before.

Lastly, on a more seri-
ous note, for all of you folks 
out there including the fluffy, 
hearts and flowers type people 
and for the more strong-willed 
too, if you are thinking of tak-
ing a spiritual journey or a 
retreat, I would highly recom-
mend visiting Graymoor, the 
Franciscan monastery at Gar-
rison, New York.  Our beloved 
President John F. Kennedy ad-
mired St. Francis and named 
one of his sons after St. Fran-
cis. May your journey in 2014 
be the one that ends with your 
chosen destination. 

Editor’s
       Column
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By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Around and About – Fishing in Sitka, Alaska

Time to tie up our summer 
adventures with a last outing 
to Sitka.  After an early trip to 
Orange County Airport, a brief 
stop to transfer in Seattle, an-
other two hours northeast and 
we landed in Sitka, Alaska.  

This special place is north-
EAST of Seattle because it is 
located in the further most 
southeast corner of Alaska.  
Ages ago Sitka was the east-
ern Capitol of Russia and has 
the architectural and cultural 
vestiges of those days.  

Day 1 - Arrivival in Sitka
We were met at the air-

port by Kingfishers vans and 
caravanned the six miles to 
our home base for the next six 
days. It was drizzling with a 
temp in the high 50s...perfect 
salmon and halibut weather. 

After a king crab leg din-
ner and an hour watching the 
little league World Series (an 
event which always marks 
our annual visit) it was off to 
bed to dream of fishhooks and 
halibut.

 Fishing - Day 1
On Saturday we began our 

schedule with a buffet breakfast 
at 5 a.m., vans to the harbor at 
5:45 a.m. and off in the Tama-
ryn C with three fellow fisher-
man, Captain Heath Stone (now 
there’s an Alaska name for you) 
and his dog Gravel.  

We were immediately 
lucky with Coho (silver salm-
on), eventually coming just 
short of our 24 limit of six 
each.  We picked up one King 
and scrambled to get our limit 
of four halibut.  I had a beauty 
that was, unfortunately, five 
inches too long to keep, so ap-
proximately 90 pounds of fil-
lets went back in the briny.  

A legal ling cod and yel-
low eye rounded out the day 
as a rainstorm blew up and 
chased us back to the dock 
by 4 p.m. Snacks of ceviche 
(compliments of Ebie, owner/
chef of Café N Stuff who an-
nually makes the trip to fish 
and cook) followed by a sea-
food chowder, calamari and 
beef ribs dinner. A day that had 
all that Sitka has to offer,  ex-
cept for snow.

 
Day 2 - Fishing 

The next day started with 
a rainstorm and barely got bet-
ter later. We made our way 
to the docks and were off at 

the stroke of 6 a.m., to rough 
seas and threatening skies. We 
"stayed inside" the many is-
lands south instead of braving 
the open sea.  

We picked up a dozen sil-
vers and two kings and then 
threw caution to the wind by 
heading west into Neptune's 
kitchen for halibut. After four 
hours we were battered and 
bruised and had not seen one 
halibut, but we did do seri-
ous damage to the Yellow Eye 
population. 

Dungeness crab for din-
ner partially made up for the 
rugged day.  We then took our 
typical group picture in front 
of the lodge sign.

 
Day 3 - Fishing  

On Monday two plus 
hours of bumpy boat ride 
south took us to Whale Bay at 
9:30 a.m.  We had immediate 
luck and finished with our 24th 
Coho salmon by 10:40 a.m.  

During our trolling runs 
we admired the spectacular 
wilderness - waves crashing on 
rocky shores, stately pines to 
the water’s edge, otters float-
ing by.....you can't help but 
wonder how long it will last.  

We bounced back from 
where we had come for an hour 
to try a favored halibut hole 
for a few hours. Once again 

we had a problem getting our 
limit of four - two "chickens” 
and a 45 pounder. The "chick-
ens," BTW, would be consid-
ered brutes in Southern Cal 
waters at their 15 pounds.  

Dinner was steak and noo-
dles and then we sat at the altar 
of ESPN cheering or sobbing 
at the scores of our home town 
baseballers. 

Day 4 - Fishing
We couldn't have ended 

our fishing with a better day 
on Tuesday. We went to Cape 
Edgecombe and caught 24 
Coho by 9:30 a.m. From there, 
we traveled about a mile out and 
fished halibut for five hours.  

We caught a dozen or so of 
them but had to release eight 
to keep within the limit. They 
were all in the 40-45 pound 
range though, so we finished 
the day with 2 limits. 

Ebie cooked a fish taco 
lunch with a yellow eye caught 
24 minutes before consump-
tion. Returned to the lodge for 
our last supper, with an early 
van ride to the airport the next 
morning before we scattered to 
the four corners of the USA.

 
The Flight Home

All that remained was a 
boring return flight with 120 
pounds of flash frozen fish fil-

lets in the luggage compart-
ment of our 737. 

My assumption that noth-
ing exciting would happen 
lasted until we were sitting in 
our Alaska Airlines jet in Sitka 
and watching the clock tick 
25 minutes past our departure 
time.  

“We just have a small 
problem with the paperwork,” 
said our captain. Finally, we 
made the run to Seattle land-
ing with seven minutes to 
spare before our next depar-
ture to Long Beach.  “No wor-
ries,” we were told; they held 
the flight for us.  

When we got to Long 
Beach, we waited the arrival 
of 25 boxes on the baggage 
conveyor belt.  Alas, the fish 
never appeared, but an Alaska 
lady did ask if we were look-
ing for fish.  

She explained that the 
plane in Sitka was overweight, 
which they resolved by tak-
ing off our fish. “No worries,” 
we were told, “your fish were 
flown first class on a later 
flight and will be delivered 
tomorrow. It ended well when 
the fillets, still well frozen, ap-
peared on schedule.  

 Let me know what you 
think about the column or sug-
gest others at b.hughlett@veri-
zon.net. 

The City of Cerritos spon-
sored benefit concert held on 
Dec. 19 raised $50,500 for 
victims of Typhoon Halyan 
in the Philippines. The dona-
tions, which are still coming 
in, will go to the American 
Red Cross. 

Performers, sponsors, and 
local businesses and residents 
generously supported the fun-
raiser at the Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts. Asside 
from the event’s main attrac-
tion, a concert featuring popu-

Philippine Benefit Concert Raises 
$50,000 for Typhoon Victims

lar Filipino entertainers Soci-
ety of Seven, Martin Nievers, 
Nonoy Zuniga, and Lilly Bella 
- there were performances by 
local school groups, dancers 
and musicians. Clothing, shoes 
and other essentials were also 
collected for distribution to 
hard-hit areas in central Philip-
pinies.

Cerritos Mayor Bruce Bar-
rows applauded the success of 
the effort: “The community has 
really come through tonight in 
a profound show of support 

A ceremonial check for $50,500 was presented to the American Red Cross following the benefit concert held in 
behalf of the victims of Typhon Halyan in the Philippines. Making the presentation were (l-r) two members of 
the Society of Seven, Congressman Alan Lowenthal, Councilmember Carol Chen, Mayor Bruce Barrows, Consul 
General of the Philippines Maria Hellen Barber De La Vega, Councilmember Joseph Cho, Ph.D., Councilmember 
George Ray, American Red Cross volunteer Phillip Wendel, Mayor Pro Tem Mark E. Pulido and members of the 
Filipino American Soldiers Color Guard.

and generosity for the victims 
of Typhoon Halyan. Without 
the performers, businesses, 
patrons, and various groups 
that turned out for the show, 
the night would not have been 
possible.”

The story, known as Yo-
landa in the Philippines, pum-
meled the central Phillippines 
on Nov. 8, killing 5,598 people 
and displacing an estimated 
3.8 million people. Roughly 
1.2 million homes were dam-
aged or destroyed.

Hawaiian Gardens Mayor Reynaldo Rodriguez congratulates Hair 
& Nails USA owner, Ivonne Yoguez, on the Dec. 22 Grand Open-
ing of her new location at 12100D Carson St. at the site of the old 
county library, which has been remodeled. Yoguez said the shop 
specializes in children, men’s and women’s haircuts, weaves and 
coloring, nails and massages. During the Grand Opening, 23 chil-
dren and 14 adults received free haircuts.

Hawaiian Gardens Hair & Nails 
USA Holds Grand Opening

Cerritos College Technol-
ogy division is pleased to of-
fer an Introduction to Machine 
Tool Technology class (MTT 
100) for current high school 
juniors and seniors in spring 
2014.

 This free class was made 
possible by the State SB 70 
funding that aims to improve 
career technical education 
(CTE) at the community col-
lege and secondary level. Cer-
ritos College’s Machine Tool 
Technology (MTT) program 

Cerritos College Offers Free Class 
for High School Students Spring 2014

aims to provide students 
with the practical, working 
knowledge required for ca-
reers in manufacturing. The 
class provides students with 
an opportunity to explore the 
various careers in machine 
tool technology through 
hands on learning and class-
room lecture.

 The MTT 100 class be-
gins Saturday, January 18, 
2014. The 16-week class 
takes place once a week on 
Please see Cerritos College Page 6
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Cerritos Senior Center  - 20th Anniversary   From Page 1

It is a little known fact that 
Former First Lady Patricia 
Nixon was raised in the Ar-
tesia and Cerritos area during 
the 1920s. Likely our most fa-
mous resident of all time, Pa-
tricia Nixon's life and impact 
is still visible in our commu-
nity today.

Originally named Thelma 
Catherine Ryan, Mrs. Nixon 
was affectionately nicknamed 
"Pat" by her father. She was 
born in Nevada, and her fami-
ly moved to a farm in Cerritos, 
then called Dairy Valley, when 
she was less than a year old. 

Growing up, a "trip to 
town" for young Pat meant a 
buggy ride to Artesia where 
she and her family could visit 
the fledgling town that consist-
ed only of a drugstore, hard-
ware store, bank, general mer-
chandise store, barbershop, 
and two blacksmiths.

Pat graduated from high 
school in 1929. She attended  
Fullerton College ans later the 
University of California.

The former First Lady met 
a young lawyer named Richard 
Nixon while working with the 
Whittier Little Theater group 
in 1937. By 1940, the two were 
married and living in Whittier. 

Former First Lady Patricia Nixon Raised in Artesia

They had two daughters, Tricia 
and Julie.With his wife at his 
side, Richard Nixon's political 
career flourished, and he was 
elected President in 1968. 

On Sept. 5, 1969, Patricia 
Nixon returned to the Cerritos-
Artesia area for the ground-
breaking ceremony for Pat 
Nixon Park. The park sits on 
the same land that the her fam-
ily once lived on. Their home 
on the corner of South Street 
and Ely Avenue was restored 
and converted into a museum 
and recreation center. 

Unfortunately, the building 
was burned down by vandals 
in 1977 (three years after Mr. 
Nixon's resignation). The dam-

age was so vast that the build-
ing was demolished and a rose 
garden was planted in its place. 

Prior to her husband's pres-
idency, Mrs. Nixon worked as 
a local educator. As First Lady, 
she championed literacy for 
our nation's youth. Thus, it was 
only natural for a local school 
to adopt Patricia Nixon's name. 
In 1975, Mrs. Nixon attended 
the dedication ceremony of Pat 
Nixon Elementary School.

The Cerritos City Council 
voted in April 1996 to install 
a bronze statue of the former 
First Lady at the site of her 
childhood home. It is one of the 
first life-size, full-body statues 
ever created in the image of a 
United States First Lady. 

East Coast artist Ivan 
Schwartz of Studio EIS was 
selected by the City Council 
to create the statue. A talent-
ed sculptor, Mr. Schwartz is 
known for his life-size statues 
of world leaders on display at 
the Richard Nixon Library in 
Yorba Linda.

The statue was dedicated 
on March 1, 1997. Mrs. Nixon 
is depicted at the age of 55, 
standing in the Senior Center's 
rose garden with her hands 
resting behind her back.

Saturdays from 8:30 - 12:30 
and ends May 17. The class 
will cover the basics of running 
a lathe, mill, and drill press, 
reading blueprints and getting 
an overall knowledge of ma-
chine tool technology.

Students can enroll for 
free, earn two college credits 
transferable to CSU schools 
and earn an industry recognized 
certification. 

Students will be able to take 
the NIMS (National Institute of 
Metalworking Skills) certifica-
tion exam for drill presses for 
free. Students who pass this test 
will receive a free robot and 
programming kit.

“Through the application 
of skills learned at school, stu-
dents are familiarized to college 
at a younger age. This builds 

their confidence and proves to 
them that college is an attain-
able goal. 

“This class opens up op-
portunities for students to pur-
sue and successfully complete 
post-secondary degrees and 
industry valued certifications, 
while increasing student en-
gagement and achievement,” 
said Nick Real, instructional 
dean of the Cerritos College 
Technology Division.

If you are interested in en-
rolling, contact Nick Real at  
yreal@cerritos.edu.

To learn more about the 
Machine Tool Technology de-
partment, visit http://cms.cer-
ritos.edu/mtt/ and https://www.
facebook.com/CerritosCol-
leFabLabs or call (562) 860-
2451 Ext. 2925.

Cerritos College Classes  From  Page 5

Since 1994, the beautiful Cerritos Senior Center has been 
a place for Cerritos senior citizens and those in surrounding 
communities to socialize, participate in educational and rec-
reational programs and receive social services. 

For the past 20 years the Senior Center has been a focal 
point for community involvement for many senior patrons, 
age 50 years and older. 

Since 1994... 
• More than 446,500 daily nutritional lunches have been 

served. 
• Nearly 212,250 home delivered meals have been pro-

vided to homebound seniors. 
• More than 38,575 information and referral questions 

have been answered. 
• Nearly 18,000 seniors have attended special event 

dances. 
• More than 984,840 seniors have attended exercise 

classes. 
• More than 303,000 workout visits have occurred since 

the 2006 opening of the 5,000-square-foot Fitness 
Center expansion. 

• Senior Center volunteers have contributed more than 
192,100 hours of service. THANK YOU to our vol-
unteers for your commitment to the Cerritos Senior 
Center and its patrons. 

• The interior and outdoor areas of the beautiful Cerri-
tos Senior Center have been the site of approximately 
2,700 private weekend reservations, hosting over 
411,000 guests. These events have included wedding 
ceremonies/receptions, anniversary celebrations and 
milestone birthday festivities. 

Fun Facts About the Senior Center
The Cerritos Senior Center will 
officially turn 20 on Jan. 29. 
Seniors, City Council and the 
Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion are invited to visit the Center 
on Jan. 29 at 2 p.m. for cake and a 
special treat.
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ASHOKATHE GREAT

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701562-809-4229

THE BEST LUNCH BUFFET IN TOWN!

12612 South Street
Cerritos 

562-865-9215
  (Corner of South & Bloomfield)

www.ave3pizza.com

By William Lee

“Have you eaten yet?”  
That’s a typical greeting in the 
Chinese culture. As you can 
see, eating is very important to 
them.

There are four regional 
cooking schools in China: 
northern or Beijing cuisine, 
eastern or Shanghai cuisine, 
western or Szechuan cuisine, 
and southern or Cantonese 
cuisine.  

Of the four, Cantonese is 
the most popular in the United 
States. This is due to the fact 
that the first wave of Chinese 
immigrants came mostly from 
southern China.

These Chinese immigrants 
came to San Francisco in the 
19th century to work on the 
railroad or in mines as miners. 

By William Lee

Beginning in January      
2014, a new law will allow 
the Internal Revenue Service 
to classify automatic gratu-
ities added to restaurant bills 
for large parties as service 
charges. 

Service charges are treated 
as regular wages and are sub-
ject to payroll tax withholding, 
while gratuities are left to the 
employee-server to report to 
the IRS as income. 

By treating these automat-

A Short History of Chinese Restaurants in the United States

Chinese restaurants sprung up 
to serve these immigrants, and 
eventually these restaurants 
changed the food to appeal 
better to the American taste. 

They would take tradition-
al Chinese dishes and modify 
them using local ingredients or 
create totally new, non-tradi-
tional Chinese-American food. 
Dishes such as chop suey do 
not come from China but were 
created specifically to appeal 
to the American palate. 

The proliferation of Chi-
nese restaurants was due to 
the fact that owning a Chi-
nese restaurant or a Chinese 
laundry were the only types of 
businesses that Chinese people 
were allowed to run due to ra-
cial discrimination or an in-
ability to speak English.

According to “Chinese 

Restaurant News,” there are 
now nearly 41,000 Chinese 
restaurants in the United 
States, three times the number 
of McDonald’s franchises. 

Chinese food has long 
been available in the form that 
suits American taste, some-
times called “ Chinese Ameri-
can food,” as well as in variet-
ies that more closely resemble 
the cuisines actually served in 
China and in Chinese commu-
nities around the world. 

Two totally American 
inventions are Chop Suey 
(which means bits of this and 
that mostly vegetables cut up 
and stir fried together) and 
Fortune Cookies.

Later on, change was on its 
way. The 1965 liberalization 
of immigration laws brought-
new immigrants and new food, 

New Tax Law May Affect 
Tipping in Restaurants

from Sichuan and Hunan and 
Shanghai. President Nixon’s 
visit to China in 1972 further 
increased the authenticity of 
the different regions of Chi-
nese cuisine.

Here in our local commu-
nity, we have Chinese restau-

ic gratuities as income, there 
could be increased taxes for 
employee-servers and more 
paperwork for the restaurant 
owner.

Because of this, many res-
taurants are no longer adding 
these automatic gratuities for 
large parties to their bills. 

Some restaurants such as 
Wood Ranch BBQ & Grill, 
BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse 
have already discontinued 
their automatic gratuities for 
large parties before January 
2014. 

rants that represent different 
Cuisines of China, with the 
Cantonese cuisine the most 
dominant. 

I plan to give you detailed 
information and reviews on 
some of these restaurants in 
future issues.

Peking Duck

Egg Roll

Chinese Restaurants in Cerritos & Artesia
New Peking - Chinese American Egg Roll
19131 Bloomfield Ave.  Cerritos  Mu Shu Pork
562-865-8139    Egg Foo Young

Royal Garden - Cantonese  Live Fish, Lobster, Crab
11828 South St.  Cerritos  Dim Sum
562-809-1812    Peking Duck

Sam Woo BBQ Seafood - Cantonese Roast Duck
19008 PioneerBlvd.  Cerritos  Steamed Tilapia
562-865-7278    Won Ton Soup

Shanghai Style Restaurant - Shanghai  Shredded Jelly Fish
18311 S. Pioneer Blvd.   Artesia  Taro Duck Hot Pot
562-916-0091    Dongpo Roasted Pork

Canaan - Taiwanese  Meat Ball, Taiwanese Style
11610 South St.  Artesia  Sour Cabbage w/ Lamb
562-809-8369   Casserole, Typhoon Style   
    Soft Shell Crab

Dim Sum
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MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595

www.michaelsfieldslaw.com/

Enjoying the festivities at the Arte Café in Cerritos are Rotary Club of Artesia 
Cerritos members Dr. Steve Sherman, Artesia Mayor Tony Lima, Sug Kitahara 
and Lee Pfeffer. More than 20 members, including ABC Superintendent Mary 
Sieu and friends, enjoyed a delicious dinner and exchanged Christmas gifts while 
planning events for 2014.

Rotary Club Hosts Holiday Party

High school junior girls from Arte-
sia and Cerritos will participate in the 
Distinguished Young Women (DYW) 
of Cerritos-Artesia scholarship pro-
gram on April 6 at a local auditorium. 

Participants will compete for more 
than $7,000 in college scholarships and 
the opportunity to represent the cities 
as the Distinguished Young Woman of 
Cerritos-Artesia.The program is open to 
the public and will begin at 5 p.m. Tick-
ets will be available at the door for $10. 

Juniors who reside in Cerritos- Ar-
tesia, and are US citizens, and with a 
minimum GPA of 2.5 can participate 
to win scholarships. All participants 
must register at www.distinguishedyw.
org by Jan. 31. DYW is on Facebook 
and Twitter. All registered participants 
will be invited to a mandatory meeting 
(parents welcome, too) to be held on 
Jan. 19 (location to be decided). 

The young women applicants will 
be evaluated by a panel of five judges 
in the following categories: Scholas-
tics (20%), Interview (25%), Fitness 
(15%), Self-Expression (15%) and Tal-
ent (25%). 

The participant selected as the Dis-
tinguished Young Woman of Cerritos-
Artesia will advance to the state level 

High School Junior Girls May
Register for Distinguished 
Young Women Scholarships

at the Distinguished Young Women 
State Finals in Bakersfield, Calif. on 
July 24, 25 and 26, 2014.

There she will join many other lo-
cal representatives in competing for 
cash scholarships and the opportunity 
to represent the program as the Distin-
guished Young Woman of California.

For more information on Distin-
guished Young Women of Cerritos-Ar-
tesia, please contact Jenny Ma at 562-
833-0868 or jennyleema@gmail.com.

Founded in 1958 in Mobile, Ala-
bama, Distinguished Young Women is 
the largest and oldest national schol-
arship program for high school girls. 
During its 54 years of operation, the 
program has provided life-changing 
experiences for more than 700,000 
young women. 

Last year Distinguished Young 
Women provided more than $108 mil-
lion in cash and college scholarship 
opportunities to program participants 
at the local, state and national levels. 

The mission of Distinguished 
Young Women is to positively impact 
the lives of young women by providing 
a transformative experience that pro-
motes and rewards scholarship, leader-
ship and talent.

Through the claw back review pro-
cess, the State is deeming transfers to 
be unallowable that were permissible 
under State law during the time they 
were made. The State refuses to recog-
nize cooperative agreements that had 
been in place for years and invalidates 
legal contracts that had been entered 
into in good faith. 

The City of Cerritos has always as-
serted that the claw back provision vio-
lates the California State Constitution, 
including both Proposition 1 A (2004) 
and Proposition 22 (2010). Now it ap-
pears that the Courts agree with Cer-
ritos. Many of the more than 153 re-
development-related lawsuits brought 
by cities and agencies against the State 
relate to the clawback provision. 

In a tentative ruling issued by 
Judge Allen Sumner on Dec. 6, the 
Judge found the claw back provision 
to be unconstitutional. The ruling, in a 
case brought by the City of Brentwood, 
noted: “The court finds the Department 
of Finance’s claw back determination 
violates Proposition 22. The claw back 
seeks to reallocate to other local enti-
ties tax increment that had already 
been transferred by the Redevelopment 
Agency prior to its dissolution.” 

In a lawsuit brought by Foster City, 
Judge Sumner issued a tentative ruling 
on Dec. 13 that finds: “The City’s pri-
mary argument is the claw back vio-
lates Proposition 22, which prohibited 

the Legislature from requiring a rede-
velopment agency to indirectly trans-
fer tax increment to other local entities. 
The court agrees.”

Cities were also vindicated by a 
Dec. 9 Superior Court ruling that the 
taking of sales tax from cities by the 
State violates the California Constitu-
tion. This lawsuit was brought by the 
League of California Cities. The cities 
of Cerritos and Lakewood had been 
facing a withholding of their sales tax 
revenue over disputed funds, but the 
State relented after the court’s ruling.   

The State has not followed through 
on its promises to allow redevelopment 
agencies to continue in a new form, 
in effect denying cities a desperately 
needed tool for economic stimulation 
and job creation. Californians should 
also be concerned that the State has 
not followed through on its claims that 
dissolving redevelopment agencies 
would increase funding to local school 
districts. The State has not increased 
school funding; it has merely changed 
the source of the money from its cof-
fers to revenue that was going to rede-
velopment agencies.

The City of Cerritos will not give 
up on its effort to defend the communi-
ty’s assets. The City expects the State 
to act in a fair manner to correct the 
inconsistent distribution of property 
tax revenues and to abandon unfair            
attempts to claw back assets and cash.

California’s Cities Deserve 
Fair Treatment From State
From  Page 2
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By Jerry Bernstein 

 Everyone is familiar with 
the 30 schools comprising 
the ABC Unified School Dis-
trict. However, you may not 
be familiar with the Cerritos 
Chinese School that holds its 
classes on the Artesia High 
campus on Saturdays. 

Affiliated with the Chi-
nese Culture Association of 
Southern California (CCASC), 
the school’s Saturday morning 
program has been teaching the 
Chinese language in the Cer-
ritos community for more than 
40 years. The school was estab-
lished in 1972.

Every year parents and 

Cerritos Chinese School Is 40 Years Old
Parents of the students and friends show their support at the annual school carnival held last year in early Novem-
ber at the Carmenita Middle School.

Two students demonstrate how to play with Chinese Yo Yo’s at the school’s 
carnival and not get tangled up in them.

friends participate in the 
school’s annual carnival, held 
the past two years at Carmenita 
Middle School. Here students 
and adults enjoy themselves 
visiting with friends and dis-
cussing school events during 
the past year, as well as  up-
coming events. Students par-
ticipate in games, while others 
demonstrate their talent in the 
field of music. 

Currently the CCASC of-
fers 18 language courses that 
cater to a full spectrum of lan-
guage skills. The student body 
spans from preschool children 
to adults, from non-speakers 
to the more advanced students 
preparing for the accredited 

class.
Complementing the lan-

guage curriculum are activity 
classes that introduce students 
to various aspects of the Chi-
nese culture. 

These include Chinese 
knotting, Chinese calligraphy, 
beading, folk dance, Chinese 
yo-yo and kung-fu.

Students are also encour-
aged to participate in a variety 
of CCASC-sponsored commu-
nity events, such as Cerritos 
Festival of Friendship, Chinese 
New Year Celebration, as well 
as track and field events, art, 
and academic contests with 
other Chinese language schools 
in Southern California.

1st CEB Marine, Lance 
Corporal Matthew R. Rodri-
guez, age 19,  of Fairhaven, 
Mass. was killed on Dec. 11 
while conducting combat op-
erations in Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan. 

He was born on March 1, 
1994, to Lisa and Rolando Ro-
driguez. 

Matthew R. Rodriguez 

By Dorothy Owen

The 1st CEB Adoption 
Committee and Friends of 1st 
CEB Cerritos will assemble 
Care Packages for the Marines 
at Cerritos Park East at 7 p.m. 
on Jan. 15. Everyone is wel-
come to come help. 

Hundreds of gift bags, 
filled with about 20 comfort 
items, one for each 1st CEB 
Marine, will be filled by vol-
unteers. Hopefully, these will 
be reminders of home to those 
Marines that care packages are 
sent to in Afghanistan. 

Items packed into the gift 
bags were donated by or pur-
chased with funds provided by 
Cerritos residents, local and 
regional governmental agen-
cies and staff, businesses, and 
educational and community 
organizations.

 Since the City of Cerritos 
adopted the 1st Combat En-

1st CEB Adoption Committee to 
Send Care Packages to Marines

gineer Battalion (CEB) of the 
United States Marine Corps 
on Veterans Day, November 
11, 2007, the 1st CEB Adop-
tion Committee has completed 
a Care Package shipment proj-
ect for each 1st CEB deploy-
ment. 

This project is just one of 
the nonprofit's projects fulfill-
ing its mission to enhance the 
morale and well-being of 1st 
CEB and express Cerritos' ap-
preciation for their service to 
our country.

The Friends of the 1st CEB 
meet twice a month at Liberty 
Park in Cerritos to plan fund-
raising events and projects to 
assist the Marines throughout 
the year. 

Anyone interested in be-
coming a Friend or in learning 
more about the 1st CEB Adop-
tion Committee can go to its 
website: www.friendsofthe1st-
ceb.org.

1st CEB Marine Killed in Action in Afghanistan

LCpl Matthew R. Rodriguez

WE WANT YOU!

Community Volunteers
needed to assist the 

Friends of the 1st CEB 
at their

Cerritos Park East, Cerritos
January 15  •  7 p.m.

Come and help 
pack 500 gift bags 
and many com-
munity boxes for 
the Marines of the 
1st CEB, many of 
whom are deployed 
in Afghanistan. 

All Cerritos residents and non-residents are 
welcome. Bring your friends and neighbors. 

Refreshments will be served.

Demonstrating his musical talent one 
student played a violin solo, later 
joined by another violinist for a duet.  

reported to Marine Corps Re-
cruit Depot Parris Island on 
Aug. 20, 2012 and graduated 
Nov. 16, 2012. Upon gradua-
tion, he attended MCT in De-
cember 2012. Once he com-
pleted MCT, he reported to the 
Marine Corps Engineer School 
in Camp Lejeune, North Caro-
lina. 

PFC Rodriguez reported 
for duty to 1st Combat Engi-
neer Battalion, Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif. on April 14, 2013 to 
serve as a Combat Engineer, 
assigned to 3d Platoon, Mobil-
ity Assault Company.  He was 
promoted to Lance Corporal 
on May 1, 2013.

LCpl Rodriguez deployed 
with 1st Combat Engineer 
Battalion on Oct. 5, 2013, for 
combat operations in support 
of Operation Enduring Free-

dom. LCpl Rodriguez served 
as the operator of a Mine 
Resistant Ambush Protected 
(MRAP) vehicle (6x6). 

On Dec. 11 LCpl Ro-
driguez was operating a 6x 
MRAP when it was struck by 
an improvised explosive de-
vice (IED), and he suffered 
injuries which led to his death. 
The vehicle contained five 
additional Marines when at-
tacked. All were injured in 
varying degrees.

LCpl Rodriguez was post-
humously awarded the Purple 
Heart Medal, and is buried at 
the Massachusetts National 
Cemetery in Bourne, Mass.

LCpl Matthew Rodriguez 
is survived by his mother, fa-
ther, sister Lauren Webber, 
brother Alex, and his fianceé 
Julia Tapper.
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, LLC
WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

scott@angelesinstitute.edu     www.angelesinstitute.edu

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Place Your Ad Here 
For Only $10

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com  • 562.493.6653

Consumer Banking
11900 South St.
Cerritos, CA 90703

Telephone:  562-865-1839
Facsimile:   562-865-3569
ServiceLine:  800-935-9935

Donald D. Kent
Relationship Banker
Vice President
NMLS ID: 671237

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD 

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

13357 South Street
Cerritos, CA  90703
562-860-7005

info@grandstandgrill.com
       www.grandstandgrill.com

By Melinda Kimsey

As we move toward the 
second Sunday after Christ-
mas, the Prologue of John’s 
Gospel always seems a little 
out of place during the Christ-
mas season. There are no shep-
herds or magi or angels. There 
is no Christmas “story.” 

Instead, we are invited to 
reflect on the profound mys-
tery of the Incarnation, Jesus, 
as the enfleshment of the Word 
of God. 

The Word is described 
here as the means of God’s 
power to create. The Word is 
the source of life and light, and 
yet this Word, who is Creator, 
becomes man. 

The Word, whose breath 
turns dust into living beings, be-
comes dust. This is such a great 
mystery that one must repeat-
edly examine into meaning. 

The Word made flesh is 
the place where God and hu-
manity meet. This Word is the 
common ground where God 
and humanity can stand open 
with each other. This Word is 
the common language that both 
God and humanity speak. 

The Work is God’s love 
extended and offered to cre-
ation and, at the same time, and 
in the same place, the Word is 
humanity’s faithful and trust-
ing response to that love.  

In the history of Israel, 
God was “enfleshed” in action 
(the exodus), in covenant (To-

rah), in poetry (the prophets 
and the psalms), and in wor-
ship (temple and priesthood). 

The Bible is perhaps the 
only great spiritual text where 
the principal event is not hu-
manity’s search for God, but 
God’s search for humanity. Al-
most no one in the Bible is on 
a spiritual quest. From Abra-
ham to Paul, it is God who 
makes the first contact. Often, 
that contact is unexpected and 
unannounced. 

That being said, the Word 
or Man has been born, and 
the more we see and hear, we 
discover that this Word brings 
the fullness of life, the light of 
Glory, and the grace and truth 
of the Creator God who is 
pleased with His Son. 

It is His Son who brings 
this world the unseen love that 
God bestows on us. We see this 
Creation of the Word in one of 
the most beautiful painting in 
the Sistine Chapel where God 
almost touches Jesus. 

It is this visual sign that 
defines the moment of the Cre-
ation as God sends His Son to 
us. Most would say that this is 
the best Christmas present we 
will ever receive. 

At this time of year, let us 
give thanks to God for insights 
gained, for desires awakened, 
for directions clarified, for the 
gift of one’s openness and sen-
sitivity. May 2014 be a won-
derful year filled with hope, 
wisdom, and enlightenment. 

The Word: God’s Power to Create

By Edna Ethington

   Each year, members of 
St. Irenaeus Health Ministry 
work on their Annual Giving 
Tree Project together with the 
students, the staff of St. Ire-
naeus School, and St. Irenaeus 
parishioners.  

After Health Ministry 
members purchased and pre-
pared about 400 large paper 
bags, St. Irenaeus students, 
decorated the bags with color-
ful Christmas decorations for 
the residents of five different 
Care Centers. 

The Giving Tree Project 
started right after Thanksgiv-
ing in November and by De-
cember 15, the baptistery was 
filled with 400 gift bags.  

During the week of Dec. 
16-21, teams of Health Min-
istry members delivered the 
gift bags at Christmas parties 
of four of the five Care Centers 

St. Irenaeus Completes Giving Tree Project
- Knott Avenue Manor, Karl-
ton Care Center and Anaheim 
Terrace. The staff at Anaheim 
Terrace prepared delicious 
refreshments for the parish-
ioners who came to celebrate 
with them. The delivery of gift 
bags to the fifth Care Center, 
Sunrise Assisted Living in La 
Palma, was postponed to a lat-
er date due to an outbreak of 
flu at the facility.

Adult Choir members and 
parishioners sang carols and 
other Christmas songs until 
Santa came to deliver the gift 
bags to each resident. This 
year, three men and one wom-
an volunteered to act as Santa.  
Volunteer Santas were Troy 
Kissell, John Lewallen, Ken 
Francis, and Vickie Larson, all 
of whom personally handed 
each person their bag of gifts.    

Just seeing the Santas 
brought smiles to the faces of 
the residents and some resi-

dents even joined in singing 
familiar Christmas songs.   The 
Santas then brought gifts to 
the rooms of those who were 
bedridden.

At  Knott Avenue Manor, 
there was a special Tahitian 
dance performance by parish-
ioner Sylvia Valdez’s grand-
daughter, Kassidy Harrington 
and her friend Teuila Poloa.  

Health Ministry would like 
to thank all parishioners who 
helped to fill the Giving Tree 
bags with gifts for the residents 
of the Care Centers and for 
homebound parishioners. 

The Giving Tree Project 
always takes place at one of 
the busiest times of the year 
and it would not succeed with-
out everyone’s participation.  
It was a wonderful opportuni-
ty for St. Irenaeus parishioners 
to act as the hands and feet of 
Christ in bringing the joy of 
Christmas to others.  

Members of St. Irenaeus Adult Choir and St. Irenaeus parishioners, (l to r) Edna Ethington, Theresa Ho, Hennie 
Directo, Juliette Graff, Donna Kriesel and Carol Werdin entertain residents with Christmas carols.
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Coat Collection
Soroptimist International of Artesia-Cerritos is team-
ing up with One Warm Coat to provide coats to assist 
homeless and low income people     in our community.  
All new and gently used clean coats will be donated to:

Naomi House - a residential shelter for homeless 
female Vets co-sponsored by the Salvation Army and  
Los Angeles Veterans Hospital 
Lydia House - a shelter for women and children 
supported by the Long Beach Mission.

Where do you donate your coat?
	Give it to a Soroptimist Member 
	Drop it off at one of our meetings, (2nd and 4th Wed.,    

6 p.m. @ Coco’s) 
	Call Pat Law at (562) 537-9117  for questions or pick up 

arrangements 

January 31, 2014 is the last day to donate

“One cannot help themselves if no one is willing to assist”

La Palma residents are in-
vited to submit applications for 
current and upcoming vacan-
cies on two Council Appointed 
Committees – the Community 
Activities and Beautification 
Committee and the Develop-
ment Committee. There are no 
current or upcoming vacancies 
on the Traffic Safety Commit-
tee.

The Community Activi-
ties and Beautification (CAB) 
Committee members work 
with City staff to coordinate 
special events including Me-
morial Day, Concerts in the 
Park, and the annual Holiday 
Tree Lighting event. CAB 
committee members also as-
sist the City in planning the 
annual La Palma Days event. 
CAB members meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month 
from September to June.

The CAB Committee cur-
rently has five vacancies, with 
varying terms, and another 
two vacancies with four-year 
terms will be created when the 
incumbents’ terms expire on 
Dec. 31, 2013. Youth repre-
sentatives may fill up to three 
of these vacancies.

The role of the Develop-
ment Committee is to review 
and evaluate plans for new 
construction in the City, and 
act as an advisory body to the 
Planning Commission. The 
Planning Commission relies 
on the Development Commit-
tee’s expertise in ensuring that 
every project meets the high 
standards maintained through-
out La Palma.

The Development Com-
mittee meets every other 
month on the second Monday 
of the month, with special 
meetings conducted on an as-
needed basis. The Develop-
ment Committee currently has 
one vacancy with a term end-
ing Dec. 31, 2016, and another 
two vacancies with four-year 
terms will be created when the 
incumbents’ terms expire on 
Dec. 31, 2013.

Applications for all vacan-
cies are available at City Hall 
or at the City’s website and are 
due by Jan. 10. If you have any 
questions or for further infor-
mation, please visit www.cit-
yoflapalma.org/committees or 
contact the City Clerk’s office 
at (714) 690-3333. 

La Palma Urges Residents 
To Get Active on Committees

The Green Band Asso-
ciation high school students 
performed at the Kennedy 
High School Performing Arts 
Center in La Palma Jan. 2 to 
thank La Palma families who 
housed them during their stay 
in Southern California where 
they marched in the annual 
Rose Bowl Parade.

The Green Band was or-
ganized to perform charity 
concerts worldwide, with the 
proceeds donated to benefit 
environmental causes, includ-
ing victims of natural disasters 
such as wildfires, hurricanes 
and earthquakes.

Green Band Performs at Kennedy 
High School Performing Arts Center

Most of the concerts are 
performed by Japanese high 
school and college students, 
and since 1998, more than 
1,500 members have per-
formed mostly in the United 
States. This year’s band is an 
honor band composed of stu-
dents from Nagoya Minami 
High School in Japan.

More than 125 Green 
Band members performed at 
the Performing Arts Center, 
playing such popular numbers 
as “America the Beautiful,” a 
medley of Disney hits, “Stand 
Alone” and “Tequila.”

Before playing a finale 

in tribute to the La Palma 
host families, the students 
were given an opportunity to 
say goodbye to them as each 
player presented a gift and re-
ceived a gift in return. 

Families told the Gateway 
Guardian that it was a great 
experience that they will not 
soon forget, and they are anx-
ious to host a student or two 
again. One parent summed 
it up this way: “We enjoyed 
their company as much as they 
enjoyed ours, and what a great 
way to bond with someone 
from a different country and 
culture.”

By Edna and David Ethington

For the third year in a row, 
my husband David and I host-
ed two girls from Japan, who 
are members of their cities’ 
Green Honor Bands.

Yuri Sekido is a 22-year-
old college  senior majoring in 
Applied Biological Chemistry. 
She played the euphonium, an 
instrument we had not heard 
about before. Mayu will be 
22 in February and played  

Green Band Students Touch a Host Family’s  Hearts

the snare drum. Mayu is also 
a college senior studying the 
foreign languages of English, 
Korean and Chinese. Both are 
graduates of Nagoya Minami 
High School.

The Nagoya Minami High 
School Green Band’s primary 
performance is at the Rose 
Parade on Jan. 1 each year, 
but they also participated in a 
Pasadena Band Fest and per-
formed at Disneyland.  

Their final performance 

was a free benefit concert 
on Jan. 2 at Kennedy High 
School’s Performing Arts Cen-
ter in La Palma. This year, do-
nations will go to two schools 
affected by the tornadoes near 
Oklahoma City.

Also performing at the 
concert was the Kennedy High 
School Jazz Band directed by 
Joshua Parsons. 

Each year, the girls we 
have hosted have been very 
polite, sweet, smiling and hap-
py, and they all love music.  
Some were graduate students 
in college or teachers. 

David thought it was 
amazing that in a short period 
of three days, two nights in 
our home, six meals and a few 
car trips, that so much was 
achieved in creating a respect-
ful, loving and happy “family” 
relationship! 

The girls we hosted this 
year started calling us “Mom” 
and “Dad” from the first day 
we met them, and we felt like 
they were like our own grand-
daughters.

We shared our personal 

family information with pho-
tos, a memory book, and vid-
eos of our 50th Wedding Anni-
versary celebration this year. 

David and I tried to have 
the girls sample different kinds 
of food, teach them some 
things, and show them places 
that they wanted to see. 

For dinner on New Year’s 
Eve, Edna prepared a tradition-
al Japanese “soba” (buckwheat 
noodles), beef teriyaki and 
shrimp tempura. For dinner, 
we had a traditional American 
Thanksgiving turkey dinner 
with all the trimmings. 

We took them to Target 
and the Disney Store where 
they could shop for “omi-
yage,“ gifts to take home. The 
girls’ also wanted to see the 
ocean so we took them to the 
Seal Beach Pier. 

We were sad when it came 
time for the girls to leave. Da-
vid said, “We are in an era 
where our nation’s respect and 
understanding by other coun-
tries is in decline. However, 
the Green Band process of im-
mersing more than 100 high 

school/college age students 
through an experience of in-
tensely living with our local 
family and community cul-
tures has to do so much good 
in promoting future interna-
tional relations.”

  For those who want to 
be a host family in the future, 
we offer this “warning.” After 
a few days, you will find that 
it is so very hard to finally say 
“good-bye.”  The visiting stu-
dents will be crying, and you 
will be crying with them!

The Green Band, made up of mostly Japanese high school and college students, performs in La Palma.

Two Council Appointed Positions

Mayu Hashimoto (left) and Yuri Sekido (right) pray “Itadakemasu” before 
eating a Japanese dinner of soba, beef teriyaki, shrimp tempura, takuan 
and rice at the home of their hosts, David and Edna Ethington. They are 
members of the Nagoya Minami High School Green Band.

(l to r) Mayu Hashimoto and Yuri 
Sekido with her euphonium per-
form at Kennedy Performing Arts 
Center in La Palma on Jan. 2.
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EAST WEST ICE PALACE

It is with a full heart that I thank the commu-
nity members of the City of Artesia for the 
support I received during the recent Council 
elections. I look forward to serving you on the 
Artesia City Council for the next four years.

It is a beautiful thing to serve others. Are you 
interested in volunteering? Sign up with Ar-
tesia’s new “Team Artesia” volunteer registry 
to learn of the opportunities. Together, we can 
make a difference. Visit www.cityofartesia.us
or call 562-865-6262. I hope to see you   
around town.

Blessings,  
Sally Flowers 
Councilmember, City of Artesia

HAPPY 
NEW 

YEAR!

National Skating Month Celebration 
Fridays, Jan. 24 & Feb. 28

Skate Your Way Through Free Lessons      
6 - 6:30 p.m. on Fridays, Jan. 24 and Feb. 28! 

Celebrating National Skating Month
Save with discounts on new skating school 
registrations, public skating admission and gym 
memberships, plus pro-shop specials.

Adult Mid-Winter Warm Up 
Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 15 & 16

Destination Sochi Competition 
Saturday, Feb. 15   Come watch our skaters 
participate in a multi-skating level competition to 
celebrate the Winter Olympics! 

Come watch or participate in the Los Angeles 
Figure Skating Club’s Adult Mid-Winter Warm Up 
Open Championships! The Los Angeles Figure 
Skating Club, founded in 1933, is a member of the 
United States Figure Skating Association. Home 
to more than 70 National, World and Olympic 
Champions, the club is one of the largest and most 
notable in the United States.


