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Hahn Explores Using County Parks and 
Libraries as Alternative Learning Sites

On July 22 the Los Ange-
les County Board of Supervi-
sors supported a proposal by 
Supervisor Janice Hahn to ex-
plore using county parks and 
libraries for alternative learn-
ing sites for children in the un-
incorporated area while school 
campuses remain closed.

“In the middle of this wors-
ening pandemic distance learn-
ing is our safest option right 
now, but this is untenable for 
parents who can’t work from 
home and some of our most 
vulnerable families,” said Su-
pervisor Janice Hahn. “We 
have been able to run summer 
day camps at our County parks 
safely this year despite the pan-
demic. I hope we can use a sim-
ilar model to utilize our parks 
to provide safe, supervised 
spaces for kids to do their dis-
tance learning while they can’t 
be in the classroom.”

On the week before, Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom announced 
that counties on the state’s 
“watch list,” which includes LA 
County, would not be able to 
return to in-classroom learning 

this fall. Local school districts 
have been working diligently 
to develop distance learning 
plans that work for all students. 
Despite all best efforts, there is 
a gap anticipated between what 
schools can provide and what 
families need, either in terms 
of technology and internet ac-
cess, or supervision during the 
school day.

Hahn hopes that the County 
can help close this gap by using 
LA County parks and libraries 
in unincorporated areas as safe 
spaces children can spend the 
school day if they cannot do 
their distance learning at home.

“Parks have been available 
to support our county families 
during this pandemic and are 
ready to fill the gap for parents 
who are integrating back into 
the workplace and looking for 
a safe, supportive environment 
for their children,” said Los 
Angeles County Department of 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Norma E. Garcia. “We under-
stand that there are limited op-
tions for school-age kids, and 
we are happy to look into our 
department’s capacity to serve 
as alternate learning locations.”

LA County parks have al-
ready proven they can run pro-

gramming safely amid this pan-
demic and have offered full and 
half-day camps this summer 
to help working parents. LA 
County parks also have WiFi 
access that would allow stu-
dents to participate in distance 
learning. Local LA County Li-
braries have been supporting 
students with online homework 
support, reading activities, and 
grab and go summer lunches, 
while recently exploring ad-
ditional options for student 
and parental support utilizing 
community rooms and outdoor 
spaces with safety protocols in 
place.

“I know that this won’t be 
an easy fix,” said Supervisor 
Janice Hahn. “This have never 
been done before. But we are 
in unprecedented times and we 
need to meet them with unprec-
edented and creative solutions 
for our residents.”

The motion passed asks the 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation, in coordination with 
LA County Public Library, the 
Internal Services Department 
and the LA County Office of 
Education LACOE, in consul-
tation with the Public Health 
Department, to report back to 
the Board in thirty days with 
a plan to provide appropri-
ate staffing, supervision and 
supplemental programming at 
County sites to provide chil-
dren in the unincorporated 
County with alternative learn-
ing environments during the 
period of online schooling.

CARES Act Spending Plan 
Provides $1.22 Billion to Fund 
Broad Range of COVID-19 
Services and Support for 
Residents and Businesses

The Board of Supervisors 
has approved a $1.22 billion 
spending package to fund a 
broad range of essential ser-
vices and relief measures to 
assist people and businesses 
affected by the COVID-19 cri-
sis.

The plan covers spending 
in four main areas:

•  $656 million for public 
health measures including 
testing and contact tracing

•  $200 million for financial 
support for residents in the 
form of assistance for rent 
relief, food and child care

•  $160 million in grants to 
support small businesses

•  $150 million to support the 
County workforce’s response 
to the emergency, including 
disaster services workers and 
personal protective equip-
ment for employees

The plan also includes 
nearly $55 million to cover 
contingencies including po-
tential health care system 
surges and other urgent needs 
that may emerge as the pan-
demic continues.

The comprehensive 
spending proposal allocates 
funding across a wide range 

of services. Major alloca-
tions include $226 million for 
community-based COVID-19 
diagnostic testing and $100 
million for rent relief to assist 
residents countywide.

Funds were also allocated 
to programs to assist vulner-
able people during the crisis, 
including $148 million for 
Project Roomkey, which pro-
vides temporary housing to 
medically at-risk people expe-
riencing homelessness.

Other allocations include 
$10 million allocated to the 
L.A. Regional Food Bank for 
food distribution events; $60 
million to support other nutri-
tional programs; $15 million 
for the Great Plates delivery 
program for seniors and medi-
cally at-risk adults; and $15 
million for child care vouchers 
for low-income families and 
essential workers.

“This funding comes at 
a critical time for Los Ange-
les County,” said Supervisor 
Kathryn Barger, Chair of the 
Los Angeles County Board 
of Supervisors. “This plan ad-
dresses our ability to provide 
essential services, expand test-

See Cares Act Plan Page 3
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Next School  
Board Meeting:  

No Meetings in July

District Office: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom laid out new rules 
Friday July 17 that will require 
schools in counties with high 
rates of coronavirus infections 
to keep campuses closed until 
they can meet certain public 
health standards.

Schools located in coun-
ties that are on the state's coro-
navirus watch list must not 
physically open for instruction 
until they have been removed 
from that monitoring list for 
14 consecutive days. As of 
Friday, more than half of Cali-
fornia’s 58 counties were on 
the state’s watch list, includ-
ing most of Southern Califor-
nia, the Central Valley, Sacra-
mento region and Bay Area.

About 80 percent of Cali-
fornia's population lives in a 
watch list county. The order 
applies to all schools, including 
private and charter programs 
that might have been planning 
to run in-person classes.

For schools that do reopen, 
students in the third grade and 
above will be required to wear 
a face covering. An official in 
the Newsom administration 
told POLITICO Friday that 
California is the first state to 
take school mask enforcement 
further and will exclude stu-

Gavin Newsom Mandates 
Virtual Instruction in Most 
California Counties for Now

Sánchez and OC Delegation Request 
Briefing from School Board Over Its 
Decision to Reopen Schools

U.S. Representatives Lin-
da T. Sánchez (CA-38), Har-
ley Rouda (CA-48), and Katie 
Porter (CA-45) led a group of 
Orange County lawmakers in 
requesting a briefing from the 
Board of Education over its 
decision to reopen schools this 
fall. In a letter to the Board, 
the Members expressed safety 
concerns and sought addition-
al clarification over its recom-
mendations.

The Members wrote, 
“Last night’s Board meet-
ing highlighted the worries 
held by parents about their 
children’s sense of normalcy 
and emotional health. Just 
as valid are the concerns for 
children’s, teacher’s, and 
staff’s physical health. We 
are deeply concerned by the 
Board’s decision to not ad-
dress the health threats that 
COVID-19 poses to our com-

SoCalGas Awards Two $5,000 Scholarships to Cerritos College Graduates
Cerritos College Founda-

tion has announced Rachelle 
Elhessen and Tran Pham as 
the recipients of the SoCalGas 
Scholarship. Both students 
will receive $5,000 to sup-
port the continuation of their 
higher education. SoCalGas, 
a Sempra Energy utility, be-
lieves that a well-educated 
workforce makes good busi-
ness sense and is essential for a 
vital and economically healthy 
Southern California.

Rachelle Elhessen just 
earned associate degrees for 
transfer in mathematics and 
physics from Cerritos Col-
lege and has been accepted 
to the University of Southern 
California (USC). She plans 
to earn a B.S. in chemical 
engineering with the goal of 
advancing technologies in sus-
tainable and clean energy to 
aid third-world countries. A 
Bellflower resident, Rachelle 
was active in the Cerritos Col-
lege's Scholars' Honors Pro-
gram and NASA Aerospace 

Scholars Program. She also 
participated in the Research 
Experience Program at USC. 

"Engineering can be used 
for so much more than just 
structurally designing houses 
and buildings," said Rachelle. 

"Having visited third world 
countries in the Middle East, 
I have witnessed first-hand 
the consequences of water 
and electricity shortages. As a 
chemical engineer, I can rem-
edy this problem."

Tran Pham will matricu-
late to the University of Cali-

fornia, Berkeley where she 
will continue her business 
administration studies. After 
earning her bachelor's degree, 
she wants to work for a Big-
4 accounting firm as a certi-
fied public accountant (CPA).  

While at Cerritos College, 
Tran served as the President of 
the Cerritos College Account-
ing Club and Vice President of 
Education at Cerritos College 
Toastmasters. 

She also co-founded the 
campus chapter of the Asso-

ciation of Latin Professionals 
for America (ALPFA). "I want 
to become a CPA as I believe 
it will grant me a better future 
and help me become a better-
rounded professional. Orga-
nizations flourish by creating 
and supporting transparency 
and other community values. 
CPAs play an essential role 
in delivering that mission, as 
they are well-respected strate-
gic business advisors and deci-
sion-makers," said Tran. 

"We are honored to pro-
vide scholarships to Rachelle 
and Tran. Their academic 
achievements, goals, and vol-
unteer experiences were ex-
ceptional," said Julia Emer-
son, Public Affairs Manager at 
SoCalGas. Julia is a Cerritos 
College alumna, who served 
as Vice President of the As-
sociated Students of Cerri-
tos College and then-mascot 
Freda Falcon. "We send our 
appreciation and well-wishes 
to all of the students who ap-
plied," she said.

Rachelle Elhessen
Tran Pham

munities with its recommen-
dations to reopen schools 
without the use of face masks, 
social distancing, or reduced 
class sizes.”

They continued, “As of 
July 13, there were 1,382 
confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 among individu-
als ages 0-17-years. Indeed, 
COVID-19 cases are on the 
rise in the County and its sur-
rounding areas, so we also ap-
preciate the Orange County 
Health Care Agency’s (HCA) 
involvement with the White 
Paper. We request a briefing 
with the Board and HCA to 
better understand the recom-
mendations for schools re-
opening in the fall.”

The letter was cosigned by 
Reps. Alan Lowenthal (CA-
47), Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr. 
(CA-39), J. Luis Correa (CA-
46), and Mike Levin (CA-49).

dents from schools if they re-
fuse to wear a mask and force 
them to partake in distance 
learning instead.

Teachers in schools able 
to reopen will be routinely 
provided coronavirus testing 
by their districts.

The news comes as the 
California Teachers Associa-
tion has ramped up demands 
to prolong distance learning as 
the state is slammed by a surge 
in Covid-19 cases and hospi-
talizations. It marks a signifi-
cant shift from Newsom’s def-
erence to local control, though 
he is allowing county health 
officers to provide waivers to 
elementary schools if request-
ed by a superintendent, labor 
unions and other community 
members.

“Learning is non-negotia-
ble. The virus will be with us 
for a year or more, and school 
districts must provide mean-
ingful instruction in the midst 
of this pandemic. In Califor-
nia, health data will determine 
when a school can be physi-
cally open – and when it must 
close – but learning should 
never stop. Students, staff, and 
parents all prefer in-classroom 
instruction, but only if it can 
be done safely,” Newsom said.

PAD
In Motion

Join LA County 
Parks outdoors 
this summer!

Streets are closed off 
so that families can 

ride with the physical 
distancing needed.
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Email your letter to:
mkimsey007@verizon.net

•  Letters must be no more than 

200 words, typed and double 

spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the 

author and must include the 

author’s address and phone 

number.

New Legislation to Require  
Diversity on Corporate Boards

Assemblymember Chris 
Holden and Assemblymember 
Cristina Garcia, with Eloise 
Gomez Reyes as principal co-
author, introduced Assembly 
Bill 979, legislation that re-
quires publicly held corpora-
tions headquartered in Califor-
nia to have at least one director 
from an underrepresented com-
munity by the close of 2021.

“Corporations have mon-
ey, power, and influence,” said 
Assemblymember Chris Hold-
en. “If we are going to address 
racial injustice and inequity in 
our society, it’s imperative that 
corporate boards reflect the di-
versity of our State. One great 
benefit of this action – corpo-
rations with ethnically diverse 
boards have shown to outper-
form those that lack diversity.”

Soon after the social un-
rest following the killing of 
George Floyd, many corpora-
tions publicly stated their sup-
port for diversity and Black 
lives. Critics, however, have 
pointed out that this pub-
lic support for social justice 
movements often does not 
lead to long-term structural 
change in hiring and retention 
policies of a diverse staff and 
leadership. 

LA County Property Valued At $1.7 Trillion For 2020
Los Angeles County As-

sessor Jeffrey Prang certified 
the 2020 Assessment Roll, re-
flecting economic growth and 
an increase in the assessed 
value of all taxable real prop-
erty and business personal 
property countywide.

The 2020 Assessment 
Roll (Roll) grew by $95.9 
billion (or 5.97 percent) over 
the prior year to $1.7 trillion 
in total net value. In addition 
to the values of the County’s 
2.38 million real estate par-
cels, this total amount re-
flects $87.9 billion in busi-
ness personal property, which 
includes boats, machinery, 
equipment and aircraft.

The $1.7 trillion total net 
value translates into about 
$17 billion in property tax 
dollars for vital public servic-
es such as public education, 
first responders and health-
care workers, as well as other 
County services.

The Roll is the inven-

tory for all taxable property 
in the County and, as such, 
can provide some insight into 
the health of the real estate 
market. Although there was a 
slowdown in sales, there was 
continued growth in property 
values. The Roll is also driven 
in large measure by real prop-
erty sales, which added $49.6 
billion to the Roll as com-
pared with 2019; the CPI ad-
justment mandated by Prop. 
13, adding an additional $30.8 
billion; and new construction 
added $13.4 billion.

Assessments are based on 
the value of property as of the 
lien date of Jan. 1, 2020, which 
was a couple of months prior 
to the outbreak of COVID-19 
and there is a strong indication 
that the next year’s lien date 
may tell a different story.

“Although the 2020 As-
sessment Roll reflects steady 
growth, which is good news, 
it’s important to remember 
this report is pre-COVID-19,” 

Assessor Prang said. “It’s still 
too early to tell how the pan-
demic will affect our econo-
my but we already see early 
indications that our growth 
may be slowing next year, es-
pecially for commercial and 
industrial properties.”

This year’s 5.97 percent 
increase eclipsed the official 
May estimate, which was an-
ticipated at 5.25 percent. The 
increase was driven in large 
measure by the availability of 
significant production hours 
that normally would have 
been spent on assessment ap-
peals, which have been sus-
pended since March.

"I am pleased to report 
that the 5.97 percent increase 
in assessed property values in 
Los Angeles County repre-
sents ten years of consecutive 
growth," Assessor Prang said. 
"We continue to improve 
our ability to produce a fair, 
accurate and timely Assess-
ment Roll, which is aided in 

large measure by our new, en-
hanced technology."

However, Assessor Prang 
cautioned that next year is not 
going to be nearly as strong 
because of the pandemic, 
which has devastated the 
economy to levels only seen 
during the Great Depression. 
The reduction in sales tax 
revenue, housing market slow 
down and high unemploy-
ment is going to most likely 
have an adverse effect on the 
economy, Prang said. 

COVID-19 also present-
ed unanticipated obstacles to 
produce this year’s 2020 Roll, 
especially with the closure of 
County facilities to the public 
as well as the need to telework 
because of “Safer-At-Home” 
protocols.

“On any given day, we 
had 85 to 95 percent of our 
workforce teleworking.” 
Prang said. “The 1,400 em-
ployees here in the Assessor’s 
Office delivered a fair, accu-

rate and timely Assessment 
Roll, while still providing ex-
cellent public service, despite 
significant impediments.”

Assessor Prang also re-
minded residents that the 
growth does not mean prop-
erty owners will be subject to 
a corresponding increase on 
their annual property tax bills.  
Nearly 9 out of 10 property 
owners will see only the mod-
est two percent adjustment 
prescribed by Proposition 13.

Among the benchmarks 
set by the 2020 Roll is the total 
amount of $654 million in tax 
savings for seniors, veterans 
and charitable organizations. 

The 2020 Assessment 
Roll comprises 2.58 million 
real estate parcels and busi-
ness assessments, includ-
ing 1,882,121 single-family 
homes, 250,089 apartment 
complexes, 247,562 commer-
cial and industrial properties 
and more than 205,000 busi-
ness property assessments.

The current statistics are 
quite stark. The Harvard Law 
School Missing Pieces Report: 
The 2018 Board Diversity Cen-
sus of Women and Minorities 
on Fortune 500 Boards found 
that out of 1,222 new board 
members of Fortune 100 com-
panies, 77 percent were white.

“The lack of diversity on 
California’s boards and upper 
level corporate positions is a 
challenge we urged corpora-
tions to address on their own 
during our time in the Legis-
lature. However, it is clear we 
can no longer wait for corpo-
rations to figure it out on their 
own. By ensuring diversity 
on their boards, we know the 
corporations are more likely to 
both create opportunities for 
people of color and give them 
the support to thrive within 
that corporation,” said Assem-
blymember Cristina Garcia.

In addition to the 2021 
benchmark, AB 979 also re-
quires corporate boards to in-
clude two members from un-
derrepresented communities 
for corporations with more 
than four members, while cor-
porations with more than nine 
must have a minimum of three 
by 2022.

ing, contact tracing and meet 
tangible needs for working 
families and small businesses 
who are struggling and in-
creasing bearing the burden of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.”

“$1.22 billion is a lot of 
money, but it isn’t enough for 
a County as large as ours. We 
must maximize each precious 
dollar by investing resources 
in our communities of color 
that have been disproportion-
ately impacted by COVID-19 
due to years of systemic in-
equities that have left them 
chronically underinvested and 
underserved,” said Supervisor 
Hilda L. Solis. “The CARES 
Act funding plan will ramp up 
our testing and contact tracing, 
enhance our food assistance 
programs, and provide much-
needed rent relief and eviction 
defense to vulnerable resi-
dents. In addition, we made 

provisions to allocate grants 
to local small businesses to 
help them comply with work-
er protection requirements. I 
will continue advocating that 
CARES Act funding be direct-
ed to our most disadvantaged 
communities that have histori-
cally been denied access to re-
sources and services.”

Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas added, “From COV-
ID-19 testing and isolation, to 
rental subsidies and small busi-
ness assistance, it is impera-
tive that our COVID-19 relief 
strategies break down the racial 
disparities and longstanding 
systemic and structural inequi-
ties that limit access to health 
and wealth. By doing so, we 
can help communities not only 
recover but thrive.”

“It’s extremely important 
that the County make these 
commitments to our emergen-

cy health response, including 
strengthening our testing and 
contact tracing efforts, as well 
as for rent relief and to bolster 
and sustain our food security 
programs,” said Supervisor 
Sheila Kuehl. “COVID-19 has 
knocked many vulnerable resi-
dents to their knees, and these 
investments will allow us to 
continue to help people as we 
work to bring the pandemic 
under control.”

“L.A. County is the ul-
timate safety net and more 
people need our help than ever 
before. This funding is go-
ing to help residents pay their 
rent, get food to communities 
in need, and help small busi-
nesses keep their doors open,” 
said Supervisor Janice Hahn. “ 
I have challenged the County 
to meet this moment and I will 
continue to do so as this crisis 
continues.”

Cares Act Spending Plan From Page 1

Crimemapping.com Offers Current Crime Information

Cerritos residents and businesses are encouraged to access current crime information 
on crimemapping.com, which posts information obtained from law enforcement agencies 
throughout the United States. Users can create customized searches for a particular type of 

crime or a specific geographical area, and the site provides a map outlining where that crime 
has taken place. The site also provides comprehensive statistics about other crimes in a given 
location. Residents can create alerts, which notify them of crimes that occur within two miles 
of a selected location. The site also offers data on sex offenders and the frequency of crimes 

by day and time. For more crime information and safety tips, visit safercerritos.com.
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Rose Parade Cancellation 
Causes Heartache in Downey

With the announcement of 
the 2021 Tournament of Ros-
es cancellation, the Downey 
Rose Float has been left in a 
state of limbo.

Since 1955, The Downey 
Rose Float Association 
(DRFA) has maintained a con-
stant (and often, successful) 
presence in Pasadena’s annual 
beginning-of-year parade.

Unfortunately for par-
ticipants and spectators alike, 
the current coronavirus crisis 
would ultimately pull the plug 
on next year’s festivities, with 
parade officials announcing 
2021’s parade last week.

This is the first time since 
WWII that the annual parade 
has been canceled.

According to DRFA Pres-
ident Jeremy Clifton, the lack 
of a parade next year is a dis-
appointing reality, albeit not 
an entirely unexpected one.

“We anticipated that it 
would come to that,” said Clif-
ton. “We spoke to [parade of-
ficials] once, and it was, ‘We 
will let you know by basically 
June what our plan is.’ Then it 
went to, ‘We’ll let you know 
by July,’…Tournament basi-
cally was basing everything 
off of where the coronavirus 
was going and what LA Coun-
ty, Governor of the State, and 
CDC was recommending.”

“Once everything started 
spiraling out of control, they 
realized they couldn’t do it.”

Clifton added that it’s a 
decision that DRFA under-
stands, due to the pandemic.

Still, the announcement 
comes as more salt in the 
wound after an already dif-
ficult year for DRFA, as CO-
VID-19 has almost completely 
derailed the organization’s 
usual fundraising efforts, in-
cluding the Miss Downey Pag-
eant and Parade of Winners.

“The only major fundrais-
er that we’ve been able to have 
this year was the fireworks 
stand, and that was successful, 
thank God,” he said. That’s 
the only thing that’s keeping 
us afloat.”

If there’s any silver lining 
with the parade’s cancellation, 
it’s that there wasn’t any ma-
jor construction done for the 
upcoming float yet.

Downey’s 2021 float was 
entitled “Reading: It’s an Ad-
venture” and featured three 
storybooks coming to life. Its 
concept was that of current 
Little Miss Downey Alexis 
Givens. The final rendering 
was done by Tom Neighbors.

“It was based off of educa-
tion,” said Clifton.

It remains uncertain if 
Rose Parade officials will 
carry over the 2021 theme 
to 2022, and by extension, if 
DRFA will be able to use the 
same concept later on.
Story Provided By

The Downey Patriot

Alexis Givens designed the concept for the 2021 float.

William Medina Takes Second 
Turn as Rotary President

The Rotary Club of 
Downey held a virtual induc-
tion of officers and demotion 
of the 2019-20 board. Instead 
of the usual banquet the mem-
bers attended by Zoom.

In a technological first, 
William Medina took over 
the leadership of the club for 
a second time. President-elect 
is Jesse Vargas and vice pres-
ident is Mel Sanchez.  

“I hope you are as ex-
cited as I am,” President Will 
said. “We have lots of plans, 

and there’s new blood on the 
board.”

In true club tradition a dis-
respectful attitude prevailed. 
President Will was presented 
with two gavels, “one to use 
and one to lose.” 

“If I lose the gavel in my 
own house, that’d be pretty 
hard to do,” said Will. 

“You never know,” Trea-
surer Barbara Lamberth re-
plied.

Outgoing President Na-
than Mahoney was demoted 

and thanked for his year with 
the presentation of a plaque 
engraved with his name and 
year, and a mounted gavel. 

Barbara also gave into 
Nate’s keeping for the year 
the large plaque that has the 
name of all of Rotary’s presi-
dents, beginning with Robert 
Haas in 1924 and complete 
with now past- president Na-
than, 2019-20.

Story Provided By

The Downey Patriot

Dianne Xitco 1980s Era ABCUSD 
School Board Member Passes Away

Dianne R. Xitco died of heart and respirato-
ry complications following a stroke on Sunday, 
July 12.  She was 79.

Dianne Kelly Rawl was born in Natchez, 
Mississippi on Nov. 13, 1940.  Her family 
moved to Pacific Grove, California when she 
was four, and in 1953 moved to Long Beach, 
California. 

She graduated from Millikan High School 
in 1957 then met and married Garret (Jan) 
Muilenburg in 1958 and moved to Lakewood. 
They later divorced in 1970. Dianne and Jan 
had three children – Greg, Chris, and Amy. Di-
anne met Andrew (Andy) Xitco in 1971 and the 
two married on June 18, 1973. Andy had three 
children of his own – Andrew, Christopher, and 
Julieanne – when they married, extending both 
their families. They moved to Cerritos in De-
cember of 1974.  

Dianne began working for the ABC Unified 
school District in 1974 in the administrative of-
fices of the Superintendent until 1979, when she 
was appointed to the ABCUSD School Board in 
1979 to fill a vacated seat. She was re-elected 
in 1981 and served until 1987. During her two 
terms, Dianne served as School Board President 
from 1979 to 1980 and again from 1983 to 1984. 
She had a passion for ensuring quality in educa-
tion for the youth in the District’s reach and was 
proud of her time there.  

She had an unsuccessful run for California 
State Assembly in 1984, but that did not dissuade 
her from keeping active as a volunteer serving 
as a docent at the Los Angeles Zoo and Botani-
cal Gardens through the late 1980s into the early 
1990s. She had many interests and hobbies, most-
ly enjoying traveling with her husband through-
out the Southwest to various points of interests, 
including an archaeological dig, and yearly cattle 
round-up trips at the Lost Valley Ranch in Colo-
rado; always finding time to visit with family and 
friends. 

Dianne had affection for Southwest cul-

ture, art, and jewelry.  She took up knitting and 
crocheting and enjoyed making a wide-range 
of items for family and friends. Dianne and her 
husband left Cerritos in 1990 and lived briefly 
in Downey and Long Beach before settling in 
Norco in 2004.  For the last twenty-five years of 
her life Dianne’s biggest joy came from spending 
time with her grandchildren and sharing her love 
of travel, shopping, museums, zoos, and horses 
with them.  She loved planning marathon cookie 
baking days with them around the holidays.  

As her grandchildren entered their teens and 
early adulthood, Dianne loved having lengthy 
conversations about their interests, sports, poli-
tics, local and world events, and their dreams for 
their futures. She loved her family and couldn’t 
wait for the next holiday or family gathering to 
share time with them.  Dianne is survived by 
her husband Andy of 47 years; her six children, 
three daughters-in-law and one son-in-law, and 
her eight grandchildren - Tyler (25), Taylor (25), 
Andrew (20), Connor (19), Elisa (14), Malachi 
(14), Annika (9), and Itzamal (9).
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Mazen Nabulsi Announces Candidacy 
for Cerritos College Board of Trustees

Mazen Nabulsi, a Cer-
ritos College alumnus and 
chairperson of the Cerritos 
College Foundation, has an-
nounced his candidacy for 
the Cerritos College Board of 
Trustees seat (Area 1) which 
covers the City of Downey, 
Norwalk, and portions of Bell 
Gardens and South Gate.

Mazen is a lifelong 
Downey resident, attending 
the Downey Unified school 
system including graduating 
from Downey High School. 
He received his Associate 
Degree in General Education 
from Cerritos College. Upon 
graduation, Mazen trans-
ferred to Pepperdine Univer-
sity where he earned a politi-
cal science degree. 

Thereafter, he earned 
a law degree at California 
Western, San Diego, and 
practiced in the field of real 
estate, contracts, and tort law. 
Mazen currently works in 
Downey as a real estate bro-
ker-associate at 24 Hour Real 
Estate. 

“I am passionate about 
education and continuing to 
create successful pathways for 
our students. I will work tire-
lessly to create partnerships 
and opportunities between 
Cerritos College and our com-

munities”  said Mazen.
While he was a full-time 

student at Cerritos College, 
Mazen served as student body 
president and student trustee 
to the Cerritos College Board. 
The student body voted him 
Person of the Year and Stu-
dent Newsmaker of the Year. 

During his tenure, Mazen 
helped lobby state and nation-
al officials to support com-
munity college educational 
funding.   As president, he 
lobbied school administrators 
and officials to maintain edu-
cational funding levels, which 
helped to avoid classroom 
summer cuts, and extended 
library hours during exam pe-
riods. He also supported our 
students with educational and 
extracurricular activities.

“As student body presi-
dent, I lobbied in Washington 
D.C. for further community 
college funding. I met with 
local and state officials to 
advocate for passage of a bill 
which helped to bolster fund-
ing for K-12, including Cer-
ritos College.” said Mazen  
“When our summer school 
programs were in danger of 
being eliminated, I advocated 
our school administration at 
Cerritos College to continue 
funding it for our students.” 

Mazen is running on four 
key points: taxpayer account-
ability and transparency; 
community outreach and op-
portunities for all new and 
current students; partnering 
with local organizations and 
employers to expand post-
graduation employment op-
portunities for all students; 
and the modernization of 
classrooms by continuing to 
bring the latest technology, 
and campus safety.

“My commitment to Cer-
ritos College is for life be-
cause of the opportunities it 
provided me and what we can 
offer to the community and all 
of our students.” said Mazen.

Mazen is endorsed by 
Downey Council Member 
Rick Rodriguez, Downey 
Council Member Alex Saab, 
former Downey Mayor Mario 
A. Guerra, Cerritos College 
Board Trustee Zurich Lewis, 
and former Cerritos College 
Board Trustee and former Nor-
walk Mayor Bob Arthur.  For 
Mazen’s full list of endorse-
ments and detailed positions 
on why he is running for Cer-
ritos College Board of Trust-
ees, please visit www.Mazen-
forCerritosCollege.com. 
Story Provided By

The Downey Patriot

Students of Downey Will 
Begin School Year Remotely

Downey Unified School 
District has announced that 
students would be returning 
to full-distance learning at the 
beginning of the school year.

The announcement is just 
the latest in what has been a 
whirlwind couple of weeks for 
the district, which has strug-
gled to keep parents satisfied 
with answers as coronavirus 
cases continue to rise and – 
subsequently – mandates and 
protocols rapidly change.

However, the district re-
leased a video Tuesday eve-
ning that seemingly sealed 
immediate plans for students.

“We all want our students 
back in school full time in 
bricks and mortar as soon as 
possible, but at this moment 
it is simply not a possibility,” 
said Board of Education Presi-
dent Donald LaPlante.

Governor Gavin New-
som announced this past Fri-
day that schools within select 
counties throughout the state – 
including Los Angeles Coun-
ty – were ordered not to open 
their campuses and instead 
proceed online.

Schools in these counties 
will not be able to open until 
they have met certain public 
health benchmarks that indi-
cates their county has been off 
of the monitoring list for 14 
consecutive days.

“As of now, we are not a 
part of that criteria,” said Su-
perintendent Dr. John Garcia. 
“It has not been met by Los 
Angeles County.”

“All of those Southern 
California counties on the 
watchlist – of which it is the 
vast majority of Southern Cal-
ifornia – will continue in a full 
distance learning mode as the 
new school year starts. For us, 
that means in mid-August.”

Garcia added that the sec-
ond of the anticipated parent 
input surveys – which was de-
layed when DUSD’s previous 
hybrid schedule was forcibly 
shelved – would still happen.

“As we move forward, we 
will indeed issue a survey that 
will be more focused on dis-
tance learning,” said Garcia. 
“We will be asking our com-
munities what they thought 
went well in the spring, what 
they thought needs improve-
ment in the spring, and your 
ideas and thoughts about how 
we can get better for our stu-
dents when we come back in 
full distance learning in the 
fall.”

Garcia said teachers and 
staff have already started 
preparations and training in 
anticipation of the new school 
year.
Story Provided By

The Downey Patriot

Downey Kaiser Makes Newsweek’s 
List of Top Maternity Hospitals

Whether helping moms 
recover more quickly after a 
cesarean birth or protecting 
families and babies during the 
COVID- 19 pandemic, Kaiser 
Permanente Downey Medi-
cal Center has a reputation for 
top-notch maternity care. 

Kaiser Permanente 
Downey Medical Center was 
one of 22 Kaiser Permanente 
hospitals recognized among 
the “Best Maternity Care Hos-
pitals 2020” by Newsweek 
magazine. The elite desig-
nation, awarded to only 231 
hospitals in the United States, 
identifies leading maternity 
care programs based on rig-
orous quality and safety stan-
dards. Kaiser Permanente hos-
pitals represent nearly 10% of 
those named to the prestigious 
list nationwide – and 44.4% of 
those listed in California.

Newsweek’s Best Mater-
nity Care Hospitals demon-
strate the highest performance 
in the United States as verified 
by the 2019 Leapfrog Hospi-
tal Survey. Designated hospi-

tals meet Leapfrog’s rigorous 
standards for excellence in 
maternity care — including 
low rates of C-section, episi-
otomy (an incision to enlarge 
the vaginal opening for child-
birth), and early elective de-
livery — and follow important 
protocols to protect moms and 
babies, among other measures. 
Additionally, all of the hospi-
tals named earned either an A 
or B on the Spring 2020 Leap-
frog Hospital Safety Grade.

The Kaiser Permanente 
hospitals that received the 
“Best Maternity Care Hos-
pitals 2020” designation in 
Southern California are: Ana-
heim, Downey, Fontana, Pan-
orama City, Riverside, San 
Diego, West Los Angeles and 
Woodland Hills. 

For more details on meth-
odology and a complete list 
of designated maternity care 
programs, please visit News-
week’s “Best Maternity Care 
Hospitals 2020.”
Story Provided By

The Downey Patriot
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Artesia Cerritos United 
Methodist Church
18523 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Artesia Christian Church
11625 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos First Assembly
18400 Pioneer Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos Presbyterian Church
11841 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Church in Cerritos
11428 187th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Cornerstone Community 
Church
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Baptist Church of Artesia
18400 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Christian Reformed 
Church of Artesia
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Holy Family Catholic Church
18626 Clarkdale Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11972 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

 
 
 

 
Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11976 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Korean Independent 
Presbyterian Church
18116 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
New Life Community 
Church
18800 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Pentecostal Church of God
18510 Corby Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
River Shore Korean 
Chuch
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Seam International 
Christian Training Center
18021 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
St Paul Evangelical 
Community Church
11428 Artesia Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Trinity Christian Reformed 
Church
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
World Full Gospel Church
18021 Norwalk Blvd Ste 204 
Artesia, CA 90701
 

DIRECTORY: 

CHURCHES IN ARTESIA

LA County COVID-19 Facts

“The Son of Man will 
come again in his great glory.
All his angels will come with 
him. He will be King and sit 
onhis great throne. All the 
people of the world will be 
gathered before him.

Then he will separate them 
into two groups as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the 
goats. The Son of Man will put 
the sheep, the good people, on 
his right and the goats, the bad 
people, on his left.

Then the King will say to 
the good people on his right, 
‘Come. My Father has given 
you his blessing. Come and 
receive the kingdom God has 
prepared for you since the 
world was made.

I was hungry, and you 
gave me food. I was thirsty, 
and you gave me something 
to drink. I was alone and away 
from home, and you invited me 
into your house. I was without 
clothes and you gave me some-
thing to wear. I was sick, and 
you cared for me. I was in pris-
on and you visited me.’

Then the good people will 
answer, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and give you 
food? When did we see you 
alone and away from home 

and invite you into our house? 
When did we see you without 
clothes and give you some-
thing to wear? When did we 
see you sick or in prison and 
care for you?

Then the King answered, 
‘I tell you the truth. Anything 
you did for any of my people 
here, you also did for me.’ ”

Reflection
Separating sheep from 

goats was a familiar routine 
for the herders in Jesus’ day. 
Each night, the mixed herds 
would have to be separated. 
The King Will Judge All Peo-
ple, Matthew 25:31-46, hearty 
sheep could sleep outdoors in 
the cold Palestinian evenings, 
while the goats had to be shel-
tered for warmth.

Today’s passage is yet 
another story on divine judg-
ment. Matthew’s Gospel is 
marked with images of sepa-
rating; weeds from wheat, fish 
in the net, trees that bear fruit 
from trees that are barren, and 
good servants from abusive 
ones.

The words in today’s 
Gospel signify the final sep-
arating, the glory of Jesus’ 
kingship over all, and the 
judgment of the nations by 

the shepherdking.
The separating of the na-

tions is left to the harvest time 
by the shepherd king who 
judges with a focus upon the 
basis of giving to the ‘least’ 
who are those most in need.  
Simple acts of love, kindness, 
and compassion are required 
of humankind.

In these simple acts of 
providing food, water, cloth-
ing, shelter, company, and sol-
ace, the believer discovers the 
presence of Christ who reigns 
in the hearts of all people. 
These small, somewhat insig-
nificant deeds have eternal im-
plications upon which we shall 
be judged in the end of time.

Only active, overflowing 
love can prepare for the reign 
of Christ the King. The car-
ing, seeking, and embracing 
love of the shepherd for his 
flock characterizes this king-
ship. So, the circle of love and 
care for others is the only way 
to honor the kingdom and the 
reign of Christ.

As followers of Jesus, 
we are moved to honor our 
King by the simple deeds of 
love that witness the power of 
God’s kingdom.

 – PrayerTime

The King Will Judge All People

U.S. Census 2020 Timeline 
Adjusted Due to COVID-19

The U.S. Census Bureau 
has adjusted its timeline for 
the 2020 Census due to the 
COVID-19 crisis. The census 
count began in late March and 
more than half of the house-
holds across the country have 
so far responded.

The deadline for online, 
phone and mailed self-re-
sponses to the Census has been 
extended to Saturday, Oct. 31. 
It is anticipated that Census 
staff will follow-up with non-
responsive households Tues-
day, Aug. 11 through Satur-
day, Oct. 31. 

Appropriate safety pre-
cautions, including use of per-
sonal protective equipment 
(PPE) and social distancing 
practices, will be followed 
to ensure the safety of resi-
dents and Census staff. Dur-
ing these door-to-door visits, 

Census representatives will 
be equipped with devices that 
can digitally accept Census re-
sponses.

The U.S. Constitution 
mandates that the federal gov-
ernment conduct a population 
count of all individuals resid-
ing in the United States every 
10 years. Data obtained by the 
U.S. Census Bureau is used to 
determine the distribution of 
Congressional seats to states; 
make planning decisions relat-
ed to the allocation of resourc-
es for community services and 
infrastructure; distribute more 
than $675 billion annually in 
federal funds to local, state 
and tribal governments and 
serve as the nation's primary 
demographic resource.

For more information 
about the U.S. Census 2020, 
visit 2020census.gov.

Los Angeles County 
health leaders urged residents 
to complete the 2020 Census, 
highlighting the COVID-19 
crisis as an example of how 
important federal funding is 
to maintaining a strong local 
health care system. An accu-
rate count is essential because 
the census influences billions 
of dollars in federal fund-
ing that helps patients access 
health care services, as well 
as funding for substance use 
disorder treatment and pre-
vention, schools, support for 
people who lose their jobs and 
services for seniors.

“To help fight COVID-19, 
we not only need people to 
wear a face covering and 
maintain physical distanc-
ing—they should also make 
sure they are counted in the 
census. Not completing the 
census could deprive L.A. 
County of the very resources 
we need to fight the pandemic 
and other diseases that have 
life-or-death consequences in 
our community. It takes only 
ten minutes to fill out the cen-
sus, and you can do it right 
from home on your computer 
or phone,” 

L.A. County Public Health 
Director Barbara Ferrer, Ph.D., 
M.P.H., M.Ed., said. “We all 
lose if our residents don’t take 
part. Not completing the census 
is like throwing away money 

that we desperately need to 
protect the health and well-
being of our communities and 
families.”

Census forms can be com-
pleted online at my2020census.

gov, by phone at 844-330-2020 
or by mail if you receive a pa-
per form. The L.A. County 
2020 Census website at census.
lacounty.gov offers county-
specific information in 16 lan-
guages. The U.S. 2020 Census 
website offers general informa-
tion in 59 languages including 
in-language guides.As part of 
the County’s census outreach 
campaign, posters and flyers 
are being placed at COVID-19 
testing sites to educate and urge 
residents to respond to the cen-
sus immediately.

“We’re happy that resi-
dents taking advantage of our 
expanding network of commu-
nity-based COVID-19 testing 
sites will also be able to learn 
how important the census is to 
all of us in L.A. County,” L.A. 
County Health Services Direc-
tor Christina Ghaly, M.D., said. 
“Filling out the census means 
we can all contribute to our 
communities’ future health and 
resilience.”

L.A. County’s census re-
sponse rate is 58.6 percent as 
of July 23. This is significantly 
behind California’s overall 
63.6 percent response rate, and 
far behind L.A. County’s goal 

of 100 percent participation.
In response to the evolving 

situation around COVID-19, 
the U.S. Census Bureau ex-
tended the official deadline to 
participate in the census. The 
last day for households to re-
spond online, by phone or by 
mail is Oct. 31.

Completing the census is 
private. Responses are protect-
ed by federal law, specifically 
Title 13 of the United States 
Code. They cannot be shared 
with any other government 
agencies or other entities, in-
cluding your landlord.

The U.S. Constitution 
mandates a census of the na-
tion’s population every 10 
years. Census statistics are 
used to determine the num-
ber of seats each state holds 
in Congress and how much in 
federal funding is allocated to 
state and local communities for 
the next 10 years. 

Local government offi-
cials use the census to plan 
new schools and hospitals. 
Businesses use census data to 
decide where to build facto-
ries, offices and stores, which 
creates jobs. Real estate devel-
opers and city planners use the 
census to plan new homes and 
improve neighborhoods. Resi-
dents use the census to support 
community initiatives involv-
ing legislation, quality-of-life 
and consumer advocacy.

Covid-19 Crisis Points to the Need For Everyone 
In L.A. County To Complete The 2020 Census
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   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
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Please mail this form to:
 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703

Questions?  562-522-8776 

Cost: $30 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma
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   For Only

 $30
Call Melinda
562-522-8776

 

Crossword Answers

1.   What is the name for a male bee that 
comes from an unfertilized egg?

2.   What are the trees that never lose 
their leaves?

3.   The Roman Numeral “D” stands for 
what number? 

4.  What soda was originally developed 
as a mixer for whiskey? 

5.  In a website browser address bar, 
whad does “www” stand for?

Answers:  1. Drone  2. Evergreen 3. 500 4. Mountain Dew  
5. World Wide Web

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

SEPT. 14

Crossword

Confidential Help for 
Veterans and Their Families

Is There a 
Streetlight Out?

If you would like to report 
a streetlight outage or a 

malfunctioning streetlight, 
please visit the Southern 

California Edison website at:
www.sce.com 

July 23 - August 22

Loyal
Encouraging
Opinionated



          Page 8                                                          July 31, 2020      ADVERTISEMENTS

Keep Your PetsCOOL
TIPS TO HELP YOUR PET THROUGH THE SUMMER HEAT

• Never leave your pet in the car.

• Keep your house cool.

• Limit their exercise.

• Check the pavement before they go outside.

• Offer plenty of water and shade.

• Watch the humidity.

•   Watch for signs of overheating:
- Heavy Panting
- Excessive Drooling
- Dark or Red Gums/Tongue


