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Teacher TRAC 
Partners with Columbia 
Memorial Space Center

Happy
Independence Day!

From the staff at the Gateway Guardian

!  
The Bragg Elementary Green Team.

Bragg Elementary School’s Green Team 
Wins Environmental Grand Prize Award

Recently, Grades of Green, 
an international nonprofit or-
ganization that supports stu-
dent-led environmental proj-
ects, awarded Bragg Elemen-
tary School’s Green Team 
their Grand Prize to recognize 
the team’s work to spread en-
vironmental awareness across 
the ABC Unified School Dis-
trict and for reducing the use 
of single-use water bottles on 
campus. The award comes 
with a $1,000 Eco-Grant to be 
used on future projects. Bragg 
Elementary beat out more than 
85 participating student teams, 
many of which consisted of 
students from High Schools 
and Middle Schools. 

“This is an absolutely 
unprecedented win,” said the 
school’s Grades of Green Ad-
visor, Cathy Procopio. “This 
is the first time we’ve had a 
student team win our Grand 
Prize Eco-Grant after winning 
an award for their last project. 
The entire Bragg Elementary 
community should be so proud 
of this incredibly dedicated 

team!” Last semester during 
Grades of Green’s 2019 Water 
Campaign project, the Bragg 
Green Team won the Com-
munity Changemaker Award 
which came with $500 in grant 
funds.

Fifth-grade teacher Kerry 
Flores had the idea to start 
the Green Team. She pulled 
together a group of students 
who wanted to work on a re-
cycling project. From there, 
the students began leading the 
charge to make a change on 
their campus. Now, the team 
amounts to more than 50 stu-
dents spanning several grades. 

This semester, the Green 
Team expanded the target of 
their project to include the oth-
er schools in the ABC Unified 
School District. The Bragg 
Green Team took the lessons 
they learned while complet-
ing their award-winning proj-
ect last fall and developed an 
expansive education campaign 
about the problems caused by 
single-use plastic. The students 
produced educational posters, 

presentations for the PTA and 
other advocacy materials to in-
spire their school community 
to stop using single-use plastic 
bottles. The students began to 
work closely with the school 
district to produce videos that 
promote environmental action 
and the creation of other Green 
Teams at schools throughout 
the district. 

“I continue to be amazed 
by these students and their 
compassion for one another 
and for the environment,” 
said Ms. Flores. “Even while 
overcoming the struggles that 
come with adjusting to Stay-
at-Home orders, the students 
continued to work diligently 
on their Grades of Green proj-
ect.”

After the Stay-at-Home 
orders went into effect in re-
sponse to the coronavirus, the 
Bragg Green Team continued 
to advocate for the environ-
ment. The students worked 
together virtually to produce a 

See Bragg Green Team Page 4

Cerritos College Opens 
First Community College 
Housing Project to Tackle 
Student Homelessness

On June 11, Cerritos Col-
lege announced the official 
grand opening of The Village, 
California’s first community 
college housing development 
exclusively for students facing 
homelessness. Located just 
blocks away from the cam-
pus, the project features sev-
en modern townhomes with 
a mix of free and affordable 
rental options that will house 
students between the ages of 
18-25 years old.

The Village is part of the 
Cerritos College Board of 
Trustee’s vision and commit-
ment to address student suc-
cess by meeting students’ basic 
needs, including issues of pov-
erty such as housing and food 
insecurity. In 2016, the District 
entered into a partnership with 
Jovenes, Inc., a Los Angeles 
nonprofit that assists homeless 
and displaced young adults, to 
develop an innovative housing 
model with transitional homes 
and wrap-around support ser-
vices exclusively for homeless 
students. The College also re-

ceived support for the project 
from The City of Norwalk, 
Los Angeles County Supervi-
sor Janice Hahn (4th District), 
and the Los Angeles Homeless 
Services Authority.

Homelessness is a persis-
tent problem across Califor-
nia’s 115 community college 
campuses. According to the 
2019 #RealCollege Survey 
Report conducted by the Hope 
Lab:

• Nearly one in five com-

munity college students expe-
rience homelessness.

• More than half of Cer-
ritos College students who 
responded to the survey faced 
housing insecurity and had 
difficulty paying rent or a 
mortgage.

• Students who experience 
homelessness and food inse-
curity also find it difficult to 
manage personal and financial 
responsibilities and navigate 
the demands of college life.

• 46 percent of Cerritos 

See Community Housing Page 5
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LOCAL NEWS

Next School  
Board Meeting:  

No Meetings In July

District Office: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

Is There a 
Streetlight Out?

If you would like to report a streetlight outage or a 
malfunctioning streetlight, please visit the Southern 

California Edison website at:
www.sce.com 

From
Gateway Guardian

Teacher TRAC Partners 
with Columbia Memorial 
Space Center to Prepare 
Future STEM Educators

Cerritos College’s Teach-
er TRAC program, in partner-
ship with the Columbia Me-
morial Space Center, received 
$274,583 in grants from the 
National Science Foundation 
for its new BE-STELLAR 
program. The program will 
prepare underserved college 
students to become STEM 
educators.

California’s teacher short-
age is acute, especially in high 
school STEM areas. There is 
also a widening diversity gap, 
a disconnect between faculty 
and student demographics.  
To address these issues, Cer-
ritos College has partnered 
with the Columbia Memo-
rial Space Center (CMSC) 
to build pathways to STEM 
teaching careers through the 
new BE-STELLAR program. 
BE-STELLAR offers men-
toring and experiential learn-
ing to future STEM teachers 
through paid internships at the 
Space Center and STEM fac-
ulty mentorships. While de-
veloped primarily for Latinx 
students in order to address 
the regional diversity gap, the 
program is open to all Cerritos 
College students. 

“We are excited for this 
opportunity to partner with 
Cerritos College to help em-
power students in becoming 
exceptional educators who 
will one day continue to shape 
the world of STEM educa-
tion,” said Downey Mayor 
Blanca Pacheco. “Our Colum-

bia Memorial Space Center 
thrives in providing innova-
tive learning opportunities for 
all students, while strengthen-
ing pathways to careers in sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and math.” 

“This grant will help our 
aspiring educators,” said Dr. 
Jose Fierro, president/superin-
tendent, Cerritos College. “In 
our service area, the teacher-
student demographic gap is 
most severe for the Latinx 
population. The grant and 
our new BE-STELLAR pro-
gram will help prepare more 
qualified STEM educators, 
increase student achievement 
in K-12 math and science, and 
improve career opportunities 
for minority students in our 
area.” 

The award-winning 
Teacher TRAC program cele-
brated its 20th year of prepar-
ing students to become highly 
qualified K-12 teachers this 
year. The program has provid-
ed more than 2,000 students 
with a seamless transition to 
earning a bachelor's degree 
and teaching credential at uni-
versities including California 
State University, Long Beach. 
To date Teacher TRAC has 
trained more than 800 teach-
ers who work across Southern 
California and nationally, and 
has regional partnerships with 
five districts and 44 schools. 

Cerritos College was aid-
ed in the preparation of this 
grant by KickStarter, a tech-
nical assistance program that 
prepares and positions com-
munity college Hispanic-serv-
ing institutions to compete 
successfully for federal funds 
with focus on student recruit-
ment and retention in STEM 
fields. For more information 
about Teacher TRAC or the 
BE-STELLAR program, visit 
www.teachertrac.com

g Storytime Videos h
Cerritos Library staff have created delightful storytime 

and craft videos for patrons to enjoy on the Cerritos 
Library YouTube channel.

Also, the Enki California Digital Library is now available 
to every person in California. E-books for children, young 

adults and adults can be accessed for free at the Enki 
website.This service is provided through a partnership 

between Califa and Bibliolabs.

Statement on Supreme 
Court’s Rulings on DACA 
and LGBTQIA+ Equality

The Supreme Court’s re-
cent rulings preserve civil 
rights; diversity, equity, and 
inclusion across the United 
States. On June 18, 2020, the 
high court ruled to shield nearly 
700,000 Dreamers through the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program. 

Dreamers/AB 540 students 
will be protected from depor-
tation and allowed to continue 
their pursuit of higher educa-
tion, serve in the military, and 
seek employment opportuni-
ties, among other areas. The 
Supreme Court overruled the 
Trump Administration’s plan 
to immediately end DACA, 
which would have terminated 
the eight-year-old program es-
tablished during the Obama 
years. 

On June 15, 2020, the high 
court also ruled to protect the 
employment rights of LGBTQ-
IA+ workers under the 1964 
Civil Rights Act (under Title 
VII). The law forbids employ-
ment discrimination based on 
race, religion, national origin, 
or sex. The ruling also for-
bids employers from deny-

ing healthcare to LGBTQIA+ 
employees. Currently, only 21 
states and the District of Co-
lumbia provide full, explicit le-
gal protections for LGBTQIA+ 
people based on gender iden-
tity and sexual orientation, in-
cluding California. 

The Cerritos College 
Board of Trustees issued the 
following statement:

 "The Supreme Court’s 
historic decision to protect 
Dreamers/AB 540 students 
and LGBTQIA+ employees is 
a step in the right direction to-
ward civil rights; diversity, in-
clusion, and equity. The Board 
celebrates these unprecedented 
rulings as powerful examples 
of hope that one day we will get 
to a place where systemic dis-
crimination on the basis of im-
migration status, race, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender, gen-
der identity, or ability, is no 
longer tolerated. As a college, 
we must continue to do our part 
to disrupt all forms of systemic 
racism and discrimination at 
every level,” said Marisa Per-
ez, president, Cerritos College 
Board of Trustees. 

Committed to the preser-
vation of the environment and 
conservation of water, the City 
of Cerritos has taken steps to 
conserve natural resources 
through a recycled-water dis-
tribution system. Cerritos ir-
rigates more than 200 acres 
of City-owned property – in-
cluding most parks, parkways, 
decorative fountains and me-
dians – with recycled water.

The use of recycled wa-
ter saves about 815 million 
gallons of potable drinking 
water annually and is billed 
monthly at about half the cost 
of drinking water. In addition 

to being used on City-owned 
property, the recycled water 
is used to irrigate schools, a 
county park, a City of Lake-
wood park, cemeteries, free-
way landscaping and some 
privately owned landscaped 
areas. Originating from indus-
tries, businesses and homes, 
the waste water is treated by 
a three-stage process by the 
Sanitation District before be-
ing used for irrigation.

For more information 
about the City's recycled wa-
ter system or water conserva-
tion, call the Water Division at 
(562) 916-1223. 

City Saves Drinking 
Water by Irrigating 
With Recycled Water

Keep City Storm Drains 
and Gutters Clean

The City of Cerritos would like to remind residents and 
businesses to help keep City storm drains and gutters clean. 
Trash, including piles of leaves, animal waste, plastic water 
bottles and more, can clog storm drains and cause flooding. 
Depending on the types of trash left in storm drains, the rem-
nants can decompose and grow bacteria that can travel into the 
ocean. Please help keep our City and the environment clean by 
not dumping trash and waste in the storm drains and gutters.
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Email your letter to:
mkimsey007@verizon.net

•  Letters must be no more than 
200 words, typed and double 
spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the 
author and must include the 
author’s address and phone 
number.

Confidential Help for 
Veterans and Their Families

By  Dan E. Nino

That’s an intriguing state-
ment. Let me explain.  

There are several theories 
about this pandemic men-
ace that’s gripping across the 
world. We are in an uncertain 
and difficult health and medi-
cal crisis that seems to have no 
end in sight.

Several theories circulat-
ing as to the cause of  this Cov-
id-19 include:  It’s God’s pur-
pose to punish us for getting 
him out of our lives. Another 
speculation is that it’s part 
of a biological and chemical 
warfare instigated by China to 
halt continuing protest in Hon-
gkong and to infect the West 
for world hegemony or domi-
nance and distract these coun-
tries from restraining China in 
its control of the South Seas 
like the Philippines and Viet-
nam; conspiracy; espionage 
and counter espionage; the 
consumption of wild animals 
like bats, among others. 

My own theory is the first 
one that God allowed this to 
happen. God is loving,  for-
giving, fair but also a jealous 
God. Because God is just, He 
gave us free will to manage 
our own affairs. However, we 
went too far and abused that 
free will. Some of us are athe-
ists like China which is a God-
less society and  suppressed 
religious freedom. Even in the 
U.S. led by Ron Prescott Rea-
gan Jr., the son of our well-
admired Pres. Ronald Wilson 
Reagan, is promoting atheism 
on television. 

The seculars among our 
institutions even want to  
eliminate prayers in schools 
and other places, replace 
the Christmas greetings like 
“Merry Christmas” to “Hap-
py Holidays”, eliminate the 
crosses that symbolize our re-

demption, eliminate Christmas 
Nativity scene, eliminate the 
Ten Commandments replica in 
government and public build-
ings, etc.

These examples have ba-
sis in our bible. Remember the 
Israelites led by Moses who 
fled Egypt? They worshipped 
molten or graven images as 
their gods and bickered among 
themselves. When they  grum-
bled against Moses and Aar-
on after they ran out of food 
and  water, God at the request 
of Moses provided manna 
(bread) and quail from heaven 
and provided water after Mo-
ses struck a rock with his rod 
from which water had gushed 
out. 

As punishment for their 
doubts and wickedness, the 
Israelites wandered in the wil-
derness at the Jordan Desert 
for 40 years and did not reach 
the Promised Land. Eventual-
ly, they reached the Promised 
Land led by Joshua, the right 
hand man of Moses after Mo-
ses died somewhere in Mad-
aba, Jordan, about 18 miles 
from Amman, Jordan.

God destroyed the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah with 
brimstones and fire because 
of inhospitality when a mob 
accosted the angels sent by 
God, and other sins like sexual 
perversion, homosexuality (al-
though this reason is still de-
batable), etc. Only the good 
man Lot escaped this fury but 
his wife was transformed into 

a pillar of salt when she defied 
God’s instruction not to look 
back just to see the destruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

In Genesis 18-19: For I 
have chosen him (referring to 
Lot) so that he will direct his 
children and his household af-
ter him to keep the way of the 
Lord by doing what is right 
and just so that the Lord will 
bring about Abraham what He 
has promised him.     

The centurions who 
guarded and mocked Lord 
Jesus repented and acknowl-
edged that Jesus was the son 
of God when darkness fell and 
earthquake ensued with rocks 
splitting, and the tombs broke 
open. The bodies of many holy 
people who had died were 
raised to life, the centurions 
exclaimed, “Surely, he was the 
son of God.”  Matthew 27:54.  

And when Saint Paul 
whose former name was Saul 
of Tarsus was on his way to 
Damascus, Syria to perse-
cute Christians there, he was 
blinded and fell from his horse 
and saw the face of Jesus who 
said to him, “Why are you per-
secuting my people?” From 
that moment on, Paul, a for-
mer Pharisee,  became an avid 
follower and apostle of Jesus 
Christ. He became a preacher 
and wrote several letters to the 
Corinthians, Romans. Ephe-
sians, to name a few.    

In Isaiah 26-20, God said, 
“Come my people, enter thy 
chamber and shut the doors. 
Hide for a little moment after 
the wrath of is over.” This is 
what we are experiencing now 
with these lockdowns and 
quarantine.

These are some of the 
analogies that are worth re-
flecting as we are into the sev-
enth month of this pandemic 
in the U.S. Do we want God to 
be out of our lives?

From My Point Of View 
You Want Me Out Of Your Lives?

Dan E. Nino

The Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors passed a 
motion by Supervisor Janice 
Hahn aimed at improving the 
public’s access to alternative 
crisis response teams when 
armed law enforcement may 
not be appropriate.

“We are asking our law 
enforcement officers to take 
on too many challenges 
that they are not necessarily 
trained for whether that be 
mental health crises, home-
lessness, or substance abuse,” 
said Supervisor Janice Hahn. 
“There are situations where 
an unarmed trained profes-
sional would be a more ap-
propriate response in a crisis 
than a law enforcement offi-
cer and we need to make sure 
LA County residents can call 
these expert teams when they 
need help.”

While there are instances 
when law enforcement offi-
cers are the most appropriate 
response to a call for help, 
there are also many scenarios 
when they are not. For exam-
ple, calls for health and human 
services crises related to men-
tal health, substance abuse, 
physical health, or homeless-
ness would be better served 
in most cases by a non-law 
enforcement response team 
with appropriate training and 
expertise, like the County’s 
Psychiatric Mobile Response 
Team (PMRT) or the Los An-

geles Homeless Services Au-
thority (LAHSA) Emergency 
Outreach Team.

However, when people 
call for help during a crisis, 
they often call 911 and receive 
a law enforcement response 
that could be ineffective at 
best and harmful at worst.

In March, the Board of 
Supervisors approved a mo-
tion by Supervisors Hahn 
and Barger to have a Human 
Services Crisis Response 
Coordination Steering Com-
mittee, composed of various 
health, fire, and law enforce-
ment agencies to advise the 
Department of Mental Health 
on the development, expan-
sion, coordination, and utili-
zation of health and human 
services crisis response re-
sources throughout Los Ange-
les County.

The Board unanimously 
approved Hahn’s motion to 
instruct the Human Services 
Crisis Response Coordination 
Steering Committee to report 
back to the board in three 
months on the feasibility of:

1. Establishing a unique 
number for non-law enforce-
ment health and human ser-
vices crisis responses;

2. Reconfiguring 911 to 
more effectively triage calls 
involving health and human 
services crises to non-law en-
forcement first responders by 
default.

Hahn Wants LA County to Strengthen  
Non-Law Enforcement Crisis Response

Contracts Awarded for Tree 
and Concrete Improvements

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil recently awarded contracts 
for tree and concrete improve-
ments for the vicinity bordered 
by Shoemaker Avenue, South 
Street, Carmenita Road and 
Coyote Creek.

A $78,842 contract was 
awarded to Golden West Ar-
bor Services, Inc. in Pomona 
to remove 68 parkway trees, 
including stump grinding and 
root removal, and plant 52 
trees.

CJ Concrete Construc-
tion in Santa Fe Springs was 
awarded a $301,475 contract 

for concrete improvements. 
The work includes replacing 
handicap accessible ramps 
and rehabilitating sidewalks, 
curbs, gutters and driveway 
approaches.

The projects will be fund-
ed through the Road Mainte-
nance and Rehabilitation Ac-
count, which was created as 
a result of Senate Bill (SB) 
1. SB1 funds are allocated to 
eligible cities and counties for 
road maintenance, rehabilita-
tion and critical safety projects 
necessary for local streets and 
road systems. 

Health

LA County Can Help
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“Green Team in Quarantine” 
video with tips for reducing 
and upcycling plastics from 
home. 

The Bragg Green Team’s 
message has gone beyond just 
the Bragg Elementary School 
campus. Earlier this school 
year, the students made an im-
passioned presentation to the 
ABC Unified School District 
Board of Education. As a re-
sult, the Board of Education 
no longer uses single-use wa-
ter bottles at its meeting. 

 “We are so proud of the 
Bragg Green Team and what 
they have accomplished,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu. 
“They have done so much this 
school year, making chang-
es to not only the culture of 
Bragg Elementary School, but 
to our district as well. All I can 
say is congratulations and job 
well done!”

The Bragg Green Team 
was inspired to action by par-
ticipating in Grades of Green’s 
Waste Campaign - Reduce 
Plastics program in which stu-
dent leaders launch environ-
mentally-focused campaigns 
around the globe with Grades 
of Greens’ support. When a 

student team joins a campaign, 
they are paired with a Grades 
of Green mentor who provides 
personal guidance, research 
and leadership coaching. 

Participating student 
teams gain access to webi-
nars featuring environmen-
tal experts, the opportunity 
to connect with other Grades 
of Green students around the 
world, and the chance to earn 
eco-grants – like the one the 
Bragg team won – to extend 
the impact of their environ-
mental project. Grades of 
Green provides student teams 
with these services at no cost. 

"The team at Bragg El-
ementary has done it again!” 
said Kim Siehl, the Grades of 
Green’s Executive Director. 
“We’re so impressed by these 
students’ ongoing passion for 
the environment. To see them 
learn from their last campaign 
project and then go above-and-
beyond to this extent warms 
my heart. The Bragg Green 
Team proves that, by empow-
ering students to turn their 
passion into ongoing environ-
mental action, they're able to 
make long-lasting community 
impact.”

Bragg Green Team Wins 
Grand Prize Award From Page 1

Yaymaker Offers Virtual Paint Nite
For those of you who 

want to try something new in 
the comfort of your home (and 
kill some boredom), we bring 
you the Virtual Paint Nite! In 
this new twist on The Original 
Paint Nite, you can enjoy the 
experience you know and love 
right from your house, and 
still have the banter of an in-
person event.

This is a use your own 
supplies event: You Will 
Need a canvas (we recomend 
16 x 20) or something similar 
to Paint on, Red, blue, yellow, 
black and white paint (at least 
1 oz of each). A larger brush 
3/4" to 1" wide, some type of 
skinny brush to paint details 
and something in between. If 
you have an easel, great, but 
not needed. You can always 
lay them flat on a table or find 
something to lean a canvas on. 
If you don't have a canvas a 

piece of cardboard cut to size 
could also work! Other sup-
plies needed are a paper plate, 
a paper towel, and a cup half 
filled with luke warm water.

Grab a snack, pour a 
drink, and hop on to our live 
video streaming service. Our 
expert hosts will then walk 
you through how to make your 
unique masterpiece.

Please Note:
• This event is for children 

ages 6 and up
• Each child must be ac-

companied by an adult
• Every attendee(child and 

adult) need a ticket
At Yaymaker, we do a lot 

more than Plant Nite and Fam-
ily Events. Check out some 
of our other experiences like 
Paint Nite and Candle Making. 
For all of our events check out: 
www.yaymaker.com

Have fun. Stay safe.

July 18

This year’s SheLA Summer Theater Festival is going fully digital!
Due to COVID-19, we’re making sure our artists and audiences 

are safe. That means you’ll be able to watch all the shows in this 
year’s Festival from the comfort of your own home!

By Teresita Dillon

It was a terrific and chal-
lenging year for all of us as 
members of this great Club, 
Soroptimist International Ar-
tesia-Cerritos

We all made it! A list of 
achievements of this past year:

• We increased our mem-
bership by more than 10 per-
cent!

• We created our first-
ever webpage:  
SoroptimistArtesiaCerritos.org

• Our major fundrais-
ing event of the year, Monte 
Carlo Night with the Great 
Gatsby theme raised the most 
money ever, which is the ma-
jor source for our donations 
and scholarships. Moreover, 
we had the most Community 
members attending.  People 
from private professional 
medical offices, offices of the 
Cerritos Community College, 

the City of Artesia, the City of 
Cerritos, and representatives 
of the office of supervisor Jan-
ice Hahn.

• We kept our Club con-
nected and decided to move 
our physical meetings to vir-
tual meetings during a global 
pandemic where we were all 
required to socially distance. 
We were able to project a pos-
itive energy to our Club mem-
bers and keep moving toward 
supporting our award-winning 
girls and their scholarships.  
We deliver the checks to the 
young girls before our sys-
tem was strictly closed and 
suspended due to the Corona-
virus.

• We had Program meet-
ings, via zoom and  distin-
guished guest speaker: Sorop-
timist governor and United 
Nations representative Dawn 
Marie Lemonds.  We all 
learned more about the history 
of the Soroptimist Clubs and 

their role in the United Na-
tions. 

• We attended and men-
tored more than 60 girls in 
Tracy High School thru our 
Dream It Be Program, led by 
chair Betty Hyatt, Lou and 
Lola.

It is with many thoughts 
due to the uncertainty of the 
times in our current economy, 
in addition to forecasting our 
limitations to raise additional 
funds, I have decided that I 
would like to retain our re-
sources in house and allocate 
the President's Charitable 
Donation Choice to one of 
our Club signature programs 
which is the Live Your Dream 
Program.

These funds will be in-
vested in the education of one 
of the girls who, like single 
mom Sierra McKinney, would 
like to improve her education 
and provide a better life for 
her kids. 

Soroptimist International of Artesia –
Cerritos Highlights a Successful Year

The Soroptimist Board for 2020-2021. Photo taken by Diana Neddham.

Find more information and showtimes at shenycarts.org/she-la/
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College respondents experi-
enced food insecurity within 
30 days 16 percent of Cerritos 
College respondents utilized 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) ben-
efits. Only 6 percent of home-
less students utilized housing 
benefits.

• 15 percent of Cerritos 
College respondents expe-
rienced homelessness in the 
previous year.

Data from the #RealCol-
lege Survey identified spe-
cific Cerritos College student 
groups as high risk for facing 
homelessness. Foster youth, 
African American/Black, Na-
tive American, Southwest 
Asian, Pacific Islander, Asian 
American, and undocumented 
students are particularly more 
vulnerable than other student 
groups, according to the re-
port.

Cerritos College has a 
long history of supporting 
disproportionately impacted 
student populations, provid-
ing robust service programs 
and resources. The College 
established a Falcon Basic 
Needs Taskforce that seeks to 
improve students’ ability to 
access food and housing ser-
vices; LINC for former foster 
youth, Puente, UMOJA Suc-
cess Program, and UndocuAl-
ly for undocumented students, 
to name some.

“Meeting the basic needs 
of our students is a major pri-
ority for the District, which 
includes housing students who 
face homelessness,” said Cer-
ritos College Board President 
Marisa Perez. “The Village 
housing project is one of the 
many steps we have taken to 
serve one of our most vulner-
able student populations. The 
Village provides students with 
a secure environment so they 
can become self-reliant while 
finishing their educational 
goals.”

“We believe the col-
laboration model we used to 
develop the Village housing 
project can be widely repli-
cated across the state to solve 
the issue of student housing 
for community college stu-
dents facing homelessness. 
We are proud to have worked 
alongside such great partners 
to provide a unique and inno-
vative project that will serve 
our homeless students,” said 
President/Superintendent Dr. 
Jose Fierro. 

“Our goal with The Vil-
lage is to provide a safe haven 
to students who are housing 
insecure until they graduate 
and transition into their own 
self-supported space. When 
students don’t have to worry 
about where they are going to 
sleep at night, they can focus 
on their studies and improve 
their grades.”

“I applaud the innova-

tive, historic work at Cerritos 
College to provide safe and 
secure housing for homeless 
students on campus,” said 
Chancellor Eloy Ortiz Oakley. 
“Now, more than ever, is the 
time for our colleges to rise to 
the occasion, serve as centers 
of strength in their communi-
ties and find creative ways to 
support our students most in 
need as we adapt to challeng-
ing times. Cerritos College’s 
efforts to establish this new 
housing development, coupled 
with the collaborative support 
of local community partners 
throughout the process, serves 
as a model to our system.”

“Homelessness among 
community college students 
is a huge problem, especially 
here in LA County, but for 
too long it was overlooked 
by policy makers because it 
didn’t fit the preconceived no-
tion of what ‘homelessness’ 
looks like. Cerritos College is 
now leading the way with this 
innovative model for provid-
ing housing for community 
college students so they can 
focus on getting their educa-
tion and building their future. I 
hope that community colleges 
across the county follow their 
lead,” said Supervisor Hahn.

Jovenes, Inc. will serve 
as the lead housing service 
provider for The Village. It 
will provide day-to-day man-
agement, resident selection, 
on-site supervision, case man-
agement, and maintenance. 
Jovenes, Inc. will also offer 
services to help students com-
plete their educational goals. 
The service provider will re-
ceive referrals from Cerritos 
College staff and departments, 
such as Financial Aid, EOPS, 
and the Guardian Scholars 
Program, and provide recom-
mendations for alternative 
housing options when The 
Village units are at capacity.

“Jovenes, Inc. is proud 
and excited to open The Vil-
lage with Cerritos College. 
We believe that by providing 
housing for homeless students, 
we can help them achieve 
their dreams of higher educa-
tion. Jovenes is committed to 
expanding- our support for 
students experiencing home-
lessness, and The Village 
demonstrates a new model of 
how colleges and housing pro-
viders can partner together to 
create housing opportunities 
that help students succeed,” 
said Andrea Marchetti, Execu-
tive Director, Jovenes, Inc.  

For more information 
about The Village, contact Jo-
venes at CerritosPN@joven-
esinc.org

Community College Housing Project 
Opened By Cerritos College From Page 1

City Hall reopened to the 
public by appointment only 
on Monday, June 1. Appoint-
ments can be made by calling 
City departments directly. A 
directory of departments and 
phone numbers is posted on the 
City's website at cerritos.us. A 
City Hall Reopening Guide-
lines booklet is also posted on 
the website, and describes the 
measures being taken to ensure 
the health and well-being of 
visitors and staff.

Cerritos Library launched 
a Sidewalk Service for card-
holders on Wednesday, June 
10. The pick-up service is of-
fered Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
service meets the health and 
safety requirements outlined 
in the County of Los Angeles 
Department of Public Health 
Protocols for Libraries Open-
ing for Curbside Pick-up.

Library patrons can call 
(562) 916-1342 to place up to 
10 items on hold, and will re-
ceive a phone call when their 
items are ready. Patrons will be 
asked to call the Library when 
they arrive, and the items will 
be brought out and placed on a 

table in front of the Library for 
pickup.

Patrons must be prepared 
to present their Cerritos Li-
brary card, California Driver's 
License or California I.D. card 
to staff. Patrons are required 
to wear a cloth face covering 
when picking up items.

Los Angeles County's re-
vised Safer at Home for the 
Control of COVID-19 Health 
Officer Order, effective June 
12, moves the county into 
Phase 3 of the State's Resil-
ience Roadmap. The order al-
lows for the following sectors 
to reopen once they implement 
the required protocols for in-
fection control and distancing:

• Gyms and fitness facili-
ties

• Pro-league arenas with-
out live audiences

• Day camps
• Museums, galleries, zoos 

and aquariums
• Campgrounds, RV parks 

and outdoor recreation
• Music, film and televi-

sion production
• Hotels for leisure travel
The previous order issued 

allowed for restaurants to of-

fer in-person dining, and hair 
salons to reopen, once those es-
tablishments are able to imple-
ment the required distancing 
and infection control directives.

The City continues to 
carefully monitor information 
about when and how City fa-
cilities will be allowed to re-
open, and will provide updates 
as they become available. For 
a complete list of the status of 
City facilities, programs and 
events, please visit the City's 
website at cerritos.us.

Physical distancing, wear-
ing cloth face coverings, fre-
quent hand washing, and self-
isolation and self-quarantine 
for people with COVID-19 
will continue to be very impor-
tant throughout the foreseeable 
future. People with underlying 
health conditions will still be 
at greater risk for serious ill-
ness from COVID-19, so it is 
also important for vulnerable 
people to stay at home as much 
as possible.

The City will continue to 
update residents and the com-
munity through its website, 
email blasts, Cerritos TV3 and 
"The Cerritos News."
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Devotional Thoughts

The Book of Revelations
The Love of God

By Pastor Dustin Parker

19May you experience the 
love of Christ, though it 
is too great to understand 
fully. Then you will be 
made complete with all the 
fullness of life and pow-
er that comes from God.   
- Ephesians 3:19 (NLT2)

Right now on Wednes-
day evenings I am teaching 
through the Book of Revela-
tion. It is an amazing book of 
the Bible, but so misunder-
stood.  Some think it is like 
a mystery or a riddle that we 
have to figure out who the 
characters are. Others think 
that it is a prophetic calendar, 
that we have to determine how 
this is the time it is describing. 
Who is the beast? What is the 
mark of the beast? who is this 
who is that? Is the pandemic a 

sign there, what about the ra-
cial tension?

Amid all the questions, all 
the theories, all the guess, and 
hype there are two things the 
Revelation really does teach 
us. No, make that three.

1. Jesus is the LORD, He 
is, along with the Father and 
Spirit, God who is worshipped, 
and will be worshipped by all 
of creation.

2. Jesus is with us in the 
midst of life. Life may seem 
broken beyond repair, it may 
seem oppressed and anxiety-
laden by external events, or 
the effect of sin. Jesus is there 
to save us.

3. God loves us. Not in a 
simplistic way that has no ef-
fect on us, but in an intimate 
way, where He cares for us, 

bringing healing and peace to 
our brokenness.  This is what 
the Apostle Paul desires so 
much that the church experi-
ence, for we cannot understand 
it. It is too deep, too wonderful 
to be able to describe it.

Those in His presence fall 
in awe, with all creation they 
praise Him, thanking Him, in 
awe of His care. 

In the midst of trials, we 
need to see this, in the midst 
of isolation, we need to real-
ize He is there, in the midst 
of being knocked down and 
shattered by the world, or by 
our own sin, we need to expe-
rience this love of God, and 
that He is there with each one 
of us.

God loves you.... He, the 
Lord, is with You.

Think about that!
and rejoice....

Artesia Cerritos United 
Methodist Church
18523 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Artesia Christian Church
11625 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos First Assembly
18400 Pioneer Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos Presbyterian Church
11841 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Church in Cerritos
11428 187th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Cornerstone Community 
Church
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Baptist Church of Artesia
18400 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Christian Reformed 
Church of Artesia
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Holy Family Catholic Church
18626 Clarkdale Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11972 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

 
 
 

 
Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11976 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Korean Independent 
Presbyterian Church
18116 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
New Life Community 
Church
18800 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Pentecostal Church of God
18510 Corby Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
River Shore Korean 
Chuch
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Seam International 
Christian Training Center
18021 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
St Paul Evangelical 
Community Church
11428 Artesia Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Trinity Christian Reformed 
Church
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
World Full Gospel Church
18021 Norwalk Blvd Ste 204 
Artesia, CA 90701
 

DIRECTORY: 

CHURCHES IN ARTESIA

""'God loves you'—isn’t that the most well-worn of clichés? It’s just standard filler for the laziest, most 
obvious and repetitive homilies. Smile. Yawn. Everybody knows that by now, at least everybody who 
has ever been in a church or read a Bible.
No. Exactly the opposite. It is not familiar. It is shattering. It changes everything. And most Christians 
do not realize it."  - Peter Kreeft, The God Who Loves You 

A plant disease that kills 
citrus trees has been found in 
California. The disease, called 
"Huanglongbing" (HLB) or 
"citrus greening disease," isn't 
harmful to humans.

There is no cure for the 
disease, which is spread by 
a pest called the Asian citrus 
psyllid. A tiny insect no big-
ger than a grain of rice, the 
Asian citrus psyllid feeds on 
citrus leaves and stems and 
can infest citrus trees with a 
deadly bacterium. Once a tree 
is infected with HLB, it will 
die. Diseased trees need to be 
removed in order to protect 
other citrus trees on the prop-
erty, neighbors' trees and the 
community's citrus.

In addition to proper wa-
tering, fertilizing and prun-
ing, take the following steps 
to prevent problems:

• Do not move citrus 

plants, foliage or fruit into 
or out of your area or across 
state and international bor-
ders. This may contribute to 
the disease's spread.

• Buy citrus trees from li-
censed, reputable nurseries.

• When grafting citrus 
trees, only use registered bud-
wood that comes with source 
documentation.

• Cooperate with agricul-
ture crews.

• Apply products that pro-
tect your tree.

The California Department 
of Food and Agriculture tracks 
the presence of the pest and 
disease, and establishes quar-
antines to help protect Califor-
nia citrus trees. It is important 
to remember that it is illegal to 
bring citrus fruit or plant mate-
rial into California from other 
states or countries, and to move 
it out of quarantine areas.

Help Prevent Citrus Tree Disease

The asian citrus psyllid

Keep Staying Safe!
Don't Let the Virus 

Spread!

The U.S. Census Bureau 
has adjusted its timeline for the 
2020 Census due to the COV-
ID-19 crisis. The census count 
began in late March and more 
than half of the households 
across the country have so far 
responded.

The deadline for online, 
phone and mailed self-respons-
es to the Census has been ex-
tended to Saturday, October 
31. It is anticipated that Census 
staff will follow-up with non-
responsive households Tues-

day, August 11 through Satur-
day, Oct. 31. Appropriate safety 
precautions, including use of 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and social distancing 
practices, will be followed to 
ensure the safety of residents 
and Census staff. During these 
door-to-door visits, Census rep-
resentatives will be equipped 
with devices that can digitally 
accept Census responses.

The U.S. Constitution 
mandates that the federal gov-
ernment conduct a population 

count of all individuals residing 
in the United States every 10 
years. 

Data obtained by the U.S. 
Census Bureau is used to de-
termine the distribution of Con-
gressional seats to states; make 
planning decisions related to the 
allocation of resources for com-
munity services and infrastruc-
ture; distribute more than $675 
billion annually in federal funds 
to local, state and tribal govern-
ments and serve as the nation's 
primary demographic resource. 

U.S. Census 2020 Timeline 
Adjusted due to COVID-19
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Guardian Newspaper, Inc.
GATEWAY

Subscription Form

   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
Gateway Guardian

Please mail this form to:
 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703

Questions?  562-522-8776 

Cost: $30 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma
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   For Only
 $30

Call Melinda
562-522-8776

 

Crossword Answers

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

SEPT. 14

Crossword

Caring
Adaptive
Nurturing
Clingy
Emotional
Romantic

June 21 - July 22

1.   What is the name of Quint’s shark-
hunting boat in Jaws?

2.   What do plants and fruit contain that 
aids our digestive system?

3.   Who was known as the King of 
Swing?

4.  What did the U.S. Postal Service add 
in 1963 that is part of every address 
today?

5.  What is the National Dish of  
America?

Answers  1. The Orca  2. Fiber 3. Benny Goodman 4. Zip Code 
5. Hamburger
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For more  
information, call
(562) 467-0800

Stay Strong
Stay Clean

Stay Healthy

We Can Beat COVID-19!

Class of
2020


