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 See Mobile Stroke Unit Page 9

Los Angeles County Su-
pervisor Janice Hahn hosted 
a ribbon cutting at LA County 
Fire Station #30 on Jan. 8 to 
mark the launch of a Mobile 
Stroke Unit in the Southeast-
ern region of LA County.   

This Mobile Stroke Unit 
is now available to respond to 
stroke-related emergency calls 
in the cities of Cerritos, Ar-
tesia, Bellflower, Lakewood, 
Paramount, Signal Hill, Ha-
waiian Gardens, Norwalk, and 
La Mirada as well as the area 
of unincorporated Whittier. 

A Mobile Stroke Unit 
is a specialized ambulance 
equipped with a portable CT 
scanner that allows medical 
professionals to diagnose and 
treat strokes in the field. 

By eliminating debilitat-
ing delays in treatment, mobile 
stroke units can save lives and 
prevent or reduce the long-
term brain damage and dis-
ability associated with strokes. 
The technology is new and 
this particular Mobile Stroke 

LA County Supervisor Hahn Launches  
Mobile Stroke Unit in Fourth District

Unit is the first in the Western 
United States.

“My father suffered from a 
stroke and spent the final years 
of his life living with the debil-
itating effects of it,” said Su-
pervisor Janice Hahn. “It was 
hard on him and it was hard on 
my family. But it is a story too 
many families in LA County 
can relate to.  It is my hope that 
this mobile stroke unit will be 
our first responders’ strongest 
defense for stroke victims in 
our communities – preventing 
paralysis, memory loss, brain 
damage, and even death.”

The Mobile Stroke Unit 
is part of a pilot program 
launched by UCLA Health 

and funded by both the phil-
anthropic efforts of the Arlene 
and Henry Gluck Foundation 
and the County of Los Ange-
les. This launch comes just 
six months after the Board of 
Supervisors passed a motion 
authored by Supervisor Hahn 
to provide $1.5 million to fund 
and expand this pilot program.

The pilot program by 
UCLA Health will help ex-
perts to quantify the degree 
of improved patient outcomes 
associated with the Mobile 
Stroke Unit’s work.  The data 
collected in this area will 
complement data collected by 

CHS Football Team: (Front Row) Malachi Santaanna, Arturo Cruz, Javier 
Campuzano, Jeff Volivitch, Ryan Baker, Christian Dantzler, Jared Nam, 
Colby Nielsen; (Row 2) Ramon Huerta, Matt Ryan, Christian King, Jymel 
Johnson, Tye Anderson, Daniel Gomez, Issac Corra; (Row 3) Jaden Barrett, 
Matt Fernandez, Darius Blue, Nicholas Maglonso, Armani Magana, Jaden  
Alderete, Eric Baker; (Row 4) Kameron Kohara, Coach  James, Coach Sil-
vernail, Coach Thomas, Coach Mesa, Coach Looney, Coach Pulley, Jacob 
Barrera; (Row 5) James Gutierrez, Sean Tulud, Jaylen Smith, Sam Agrega-
do, Codi Guinto, Dakota Pardovich, Derrick Rodriguez, Ryder Eddy, Stacy 
King; (Row 6) Alex Flores, Joshua Peralta, Noah Garcia, George Youssef, 
J.R. Castillo, Andrew Hernandez.                          More photos on Page 6.

Varsity CHS Football Team 
Holds Awards Banquet

The Cerritos City Council presented former ABC Unified School District 
Board of Education Member Lynda Johnson a proclamation at its Jan. 
11 meeting. First elected to the ABC School Board in 2011, Johnson 
was re-elected in 2014. She served Cerritos in Trustee Area 3 for six 
years. Johnson helped to bring shade structures and lunch tables to the 
high schools and championed school safety by reconfiguring parking for 
safe drop-off and pick-up zones. She attended read-aloud programs at 
elementary schools, secured funding for deferred maintenance projects, 
and assisted with the creation of the Ad-Hoc Facilities Committee.

 City Council Honors Lynda Johnson

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
Celebrated in Cerritos

By Janet Beach

The City of Cerritos hosted 
its 13th annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Ceremony at the Cer-
ritos Center for the Performing 
Arts on Jan. 15. 

Pastor Lester Barrie, Bible 
Believers Missionary Baptist 
Church, gave the invocation, 
followed by Esterlita Jernigan 
singing “Left Every Voice and 
Sing,” with the overflow audi-
ence joining in.

Amir Greenidge led the 

LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn is joined by Cerritos Mayor Grace Hu, Councilmembers Naresh Solanki and Jim 
Edwards, philanthropists Henry and Arlene Gluck, doctors, and nurses at the ribbon cutting ceremony on Jan. 8.

Pledge of Allegiance, and then 
Katelyn Hunter sang the Na-
tional Anthem.

Performances were given 
by the First Lutheran Church 
of Carson Youth Choir, the 
Delta GEMS and the Delta 
Academy, who presented 
songs and inspirational read-
ings about Dr. King.

Acacia Greenidge, 3, re-
cited a poem, “I Love the Sea,” 
followed by her sister Ayanna 

Ethan Robinson, Sr. was the guest speaker at the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Ceremony at the CCPA in Cerritos on Jan. 15.

 See Martin Luther King Page 6
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SCHOOL NEWS

And many more!

Next School 
Board Meeting  

February 6 
7 p.m.

16700 Norwalk Blvd.
Cerritos, CA  90703

 “Beautiful Creatures,” a 
solo show exhibition by Los 
Angeles artist Diane Williams 
as part of the Window Dress-
ing Series, will soon be on 
display in the Cerritos College 
Gallery. The Opening Recep-
tion will be held Feb. 12 at 4 -6 
p.m. and the exhibition will be 
on display through Feb. 16.

Diane Williams is a mul-
tidisciplinary artist whose 
work stems from the political 
and social landscape that sur-
rounds her—specifically the 
ethnically diverse neighbor-
hoods of Los Angeles. She 
uses art as a call to arms, cre-
ating works that explore issues 
about immigrants and gender 

Dr. Mary Sieu has blazed 
a trail as the first female and 
first Asian Superintendent of the 
ABC Unified School District 
(ABCUSD), located in Cerritos, 
California. She is continuing 
to blaze trails by being named 
an American Association of 
School Administrators (AASA) 
finalist for The National Super-
intendent of the Year.  

Her vision of, “Demo-
graphics do not determine des-
tiny,” has become a reality for 
many students in ABCUSD 
and is now earning national 
attention. Dr. Sieu personally 
understands the demographic 
challenges that are faced when 
climbing the mountains of life 
and discovered at an early age 
that school was a safe haven 

The Community is cor-
dially invited to visit Our Lady 
of Fatima school’s 70th Anni-
versary Activities. Please Join 
us on the following dates: 
Jan. 28:  Open House and 
Pancake Breakfast with Enter-
tainment by the students
Jan. 31: Alumni Day
April 26-28: Spring Musical
May 4: Star Wars Day

Our Parish School is 
amazing. The school produces 
a first rate musical every year, 
and this year it will be the 
“Lion King.”  You do not want 
to miss this one. The Science 
Dept. is outstanding, so come 
check out the classrooms. 

Learn about Faith Forma-

tion, by parents and teachers 
who are zealous in their desire 
to bring the love of Our Lord 
and the Blessed Mother to 
their children. 

The school offers a majes-
tic English Language, Math, 
Music, Art, PE, and Athletic 
programs with technology in-
corporated in all classrooms. 
We look forward to your pres-
ence at the 70th Anniversary 
Activities. 

 If you are an Alumni of 
Our Lady of Fatima School 
please call and join our Alumni 
Roster. If you need additional 
information, feel free to call 
the school office at   562- 865-
1621.

Our Lady of Fatima School to 
Celebrate 70th Anniversary

ABC Unified Superintendent, Dr. Sieu,  Selected 
Finalist for 2018 Superintendent of the Year

for her as a young girl. 
Dr. Sieu is the daughter 

of an immigrant family from 
mainland China, who lived in 
the back of the laundry service 
where her family worked and 
did not speak English. How-
ever, this young girl with a te-
nacious spirit would dedicate 
her life to making a difference 
in the lives of others and help-
ing them to understand that 
anything is possible. Now, as 
Dr. Sieu steps on the national 
stage, she has blazed another 
trail for ABCUSD as a finalist 
for The National Superinten-
dent of the Year.

The four finalists for the 
National Superintendent of 
the Year® are:  Wendy Rob-
inson, Fort Wayne Commu-
nity Schools, Ft Wayne, Indi-
ana; Mary Sieu, ABC Unified 
School District, Cerritos, Cali-
fornia; David Schuler, Town-
ship High School District 214, 
Arlington Heights, Illinois; 
and Mike Winstead, Maryville 
City Schools, Maryville, Ten-
nessee.

“The superintendents we 
are honoring represent the 
face of public education,” 

said Daniel A. Domenech, 
executive director, AASA. 
“This program celebrates the 
accomplishments by the edu-
cation thought leaders we’re 
honoring. We also celebrate 
the tremendous strides public 
education is making in our 
communities. We are grateful 
to VALIC and First Student 
for supporting our program.”

According to Dennis R. 
Maple, president of First Stu-
dent, “The four superintendents 
we are recognizing epitomize 
the critical value of public 
education in our communities 
and our country.  Educating 
young people is not just a job, 
it’s a mission. On behalf of 
the five million passengers we 
transport to and from school 
every day, we congratulate 
the finalists for the National 
Superintendent of the Year®. 
We are honored to partner 
with AASA in a program that 
has a profound impact on the 
lives of students, teachers and 
school district administrators 
throughout North America.” 

“For more than 60 years, 
VALIC has been committed 
to our nation’s educators and 
the important work they do to 
expand the minds of the stu-
dents they serve. We salute the 
finalists for our next National 
Superintendent of the Year®, 
each accomplished leaders in 
their school districts, commu-
nities and states,” said Robert 
Scheinerman, president, group 
retirement, VALIC, a division 
of AIG. “VALIC is proud to 
support causes that engage and 

Cerritos College Art Gallery 
to Present ‘Beautiful Creatures’

to encourage cultural and so-
cial understanding. 

Williams’ installation, 
“Beautiful Creatures,” will 
mimic the stereotypical pre-
sentation of commercial store-
front displays, but with a sur-
real twist. The featured objects 
on display will be pulled from 
her “Monsters & Aliens” se-
ries, which involved the cre-
ation of abstract masks, mon-
strous (self) portraits, made 
out of shredded paintings and 
other discarded materials. 

The masks will be placed 
on mannequins and custom-
made stands, combined with 

empower our nation’s youth, 
and we are pleased to serve 
as a sponsor of a program that 
showcases the leadership of 
our public school districts.”

Dr. Mary Sieu, along with 
the other finalists for National 
Superintendent of the Year, 
met the national education 
community during a press 
conference on Jan. 11 at the 
National Press Club (Zenger 
Room) in Washington, D.C.  

In order to be recognized 
as a The National Superin-
tendent of the Year finalist, 
Dr. Sieu’s applications were 
measured using the following 
criteria:

Leadership for Learning 
– creativity in successfully 
meeting the needs of students 
in the school system.

Communication – strength 
in both personal and organiza-
tional communication.

Professionalism – con-
stant improvement of admin-
istrative knowledge and skills, 
while providing professional 
development opportunities 
and motivation to others on 
the education team.

Community Involvement 
– active participation in local 
community activities and an 
understanding of regional, na-
tional and international issues.

A $10,000 college schol-
arship will be presented in 
the name of the National Su-
perintendent of the Year® to 
a student in the high school 
from which the superintendent 
graduated, or the school now 
serving the same area.

     See Beautiful Creatures Page 5
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ARTESIA:                                          
Public Safety Expo & Youth Safety Day 
Saturday, Feb. 24  •  10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Artesia Park 
Enjoy freestyle BMX bike demonstrations. Get an 
up-close look at the search and rescue trucks and 
SWAT vehicles used by LA County Fire and LA County 
Sheriff’s Departments, as well as a jaws of life and 
K-9 search demonstrations. The event will also feature 
low cost pet vaccination clinic and pet adoption. Youth 
who participate in the the safety passport, including 
completing the bike and pedestrian safety course, will 
be entered to win bicycles and other prizes! 
 
CERRITOS
Recreation Services Youth Baseball Registration 
Saturday, Jan. 27 & Feb. 3  •  10 a.m. – 4 p.m.    
Cerritos Sports Complex

Festival of Friendship 
Saturday, Feb. 3  •  12 - 4 p.m.   Los Cerritos Center 
Enjoy a variety of cultural entertainment. 
 
HAWAIIAN GARDENS
Immigration Workshop 
Saturday, Feb. 24  •  10 - 11 a.m.   Mary Rodriguez 
Senior Center, 21815 S. Pioneer Blvd., HG 
Join Congresswoman Linda Sánchez in collaboration 
with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) for a FREE information session to discuss: 
The Naturalization Process, Permanent Resident 
Card renewals, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA), and Filing for Family-Based Petitions. Learn 
how to obtain low-cost or free immigration legal services 
from community-based organizations.
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By Mayor Grace Hu

The City of Cerritos is 
beginning the New Year with 
several new developments un-
der way or coming soon. The 
city looks forward to another 
year of progress as we welcome 
these projects, which help keep 
Cerritos current and attractive 
to all those who visit or live and 
work in our community.

Penske Jaguar/Land Rover 
of Cerritos will be undergoing 
a remodel of its existing deal-
ership this year. Plans call for 
a minor addition and a remodel 
to the interior and exterior of 
the offices and service canopy. 
The showroom will be ex-
panded, and the remodel will 
adopt a contemporary design. 
Work is scheduled to begin in 
May and to be completed by 
early 2019. 

Other Cerritos Auto 
Square dealerships with recent 
expansions include Cerritos 
Acura, which will soon sport 

Several New Developments Are 
Under Way in the City of Cerritos

an expanded showroom, parts, 
service and office space. The 
renovation also includes the 
addition of a conference room, 
locker room, storage and of-
fice space. Construction at the 
Cerritos Mazda dealership will 
begin soon and will include a 
new contemporary architec-
tural design, landscaping and 
upgraded parking lot.

The Bank of America 
branch at the Los Cerritos 
Center also will be upgraded. 
Interior and exterior updates 
will be made to the existing 
building, drive-through ATM 
canopy, parking lot and adja-
cent landscaping. The building 
will feature a more modern-
ized appearance in addition 
to new signage. The project is 
expected to be completed in 
the first quarter of 2018.

J.P. Morgan Chase will 
construct a new stand-alone 
building with a drive-through 
service ATM in the Los Cer-
ritos Center parking lot. The 
former Allen Tire Company 
building has been demolished 
and parking lot improvements 
will be made.

The existing Coco’s res-
taurant building in the Foun-
tain Plaza shopping center will 
be remodeled in preparation 
for a new tenant, Lunasia Dim 
Sum House. Changes will be 
made to the exterior façade, 
landscape, hardscape and 
signs. Construction is tenta-
tively scheduled to commence 

in March and to be completed 
by September.

The Sheraton Cerritos 
Hotel will undergo property 
improvements starting this 
month. The project includes 
improvements to the hotel’s 
lobby, registration area, food 
and beverage spaces, pre-func-
tion areas, ballrooms, meeting 
rooms, pool and terrace areas 
and exterior patio spaces. 

New flooring, lighting, 
furniture, accents and wall fin-
ishes also will be installed. The 
lobby’s elevators will be resur-
faced and the bar and restaurant 
will feature a new configuration 
that extends to the exterior pa-
tio. The project is expected to 
be completed by August.

At the College Square 
shopping center, a new Star-
bucks is expected to open this 
month in the building that 
was formerly Kentucky Fried 
Chicken. The Starbucks will in-
clude a drive-through. Chipotle 
Mexican Grill will open a new 
restaurant in the space previ-
ously occupied by Red Chile 
Mexican Restaurant. 

The City will welcome Eu-
reka! American Restaurant to 
the Plaza 183 shopping center 
this year. The restaurant is an 
All-American scratch kitchen 
and craft beer bar specializing 
in gourmet burgers. Also com-
ing soon to Plaza 183 is Wok-
cano Asian Restaurant, which 

The Hawaiian Gardens City Council presented a plaque of commendation 
to former ABC School Board Member Lynda Johnson for her outstanding 
commitment and service as an ABC School Board member from 2011-17. 
Johnson thanked the council and said, “When I first came to Hawaiian 
Gardens, I asked what can I do to serve your schools. She paused and then 
said, “I will still be representing you as an member of Supervisor Janice 
Hahn’s team. Thank you.”

Hawaiian Gardens Thanks 
Lynda Johnson For Her 
Service on School Board

Confidential Help for Veterans 
and Their Families

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Council, 
in a 3-2 vote, turned down a 
proposal to provide Cerritos li-
brary cards to students attend-
ing Bellflower Unified School 
District (BUSD). 

Voting in favor of the pro-
posal were Councilmember 
Frank Aurelio Yokoyama and 
Mayor Pro Tem Mark Pulido. 
Mayor Grace Hu and Coun-
cilmembers Naresh Solanki 
and Jim Edwards voted no.

In her report to the council, 
City Librarian and Marketing 
Manager Annie Hylton said the  
library has approximately one 
million visitors a year. She said 
the public was welcome to attend 
programs, use the study carrels 
and access public computers. 

However, only library 
card holders can check out 
books, e-books, digital media 
and physical multimedia from 
the library’s collection. They 
also have remote access to on-
line subscription databases, but 
only cardholders can reserve 
private study rooms and have 
free access to high-speed Wi-Fi 

Cerritos Council Votes No to Giving  
Library Cards to BUSD Students

service within the library and 
Cerritos Civic Center during 
operating hours. 

On August 5, 1992, the 
council voted Cerritos resi-
dents library privileges along 
with city employees, and 
guests of the Cerritos Sheraton 
Hotel. On Feb. 14, 2002, the 
council voted to provide free 
library cards to anyone who 
lives in Cerritos or owns prop-
erty within the city, students 
who attend school in the city, 
people who work in Cerritos 
and employees of the ABC 
Unified School District, Cerri-
tos College students and Col-
lege employees. 

In April 2017, the library 
began offering free Cerritos li-
brary cards to active duty mili-
tary personnel who are a per-
manent or temporary resident 
of California.

Opposition to the measure 
was raised by several Cer-
ritos residents present. They 
objected because of the extra 
cost to the city and increased 
traffic and parking problems. 
They also said that Cerritos 
residents and ABC students 

may be adversely affected if 
the library had to serve more 
students from BUSD.  

“There are limits,” said 
Councilmember Jim Edwards. 
“Taxes from other cities do not 
come to Cerritos.” He noted 
there were county and city li-
braries open to these students. 

He also said there was a cost 
factor to consider that included 
the wear and tear on the facil-
ity. “We can’t open the library 
to every school district.” He said 
he feels the council’s obligation 
is to Cerritos residents.

Councilmember  Solanki 
agreed and made a motion that  
the existing policy be retained. 
Upon voting no, Mayor Hu 
said, “We have to take care of 
our students first. We cannot 
open our library to everyone.”  
She also expressed a concern 
as to whether there would be 
sufficient parking if this was 
approved.  

Councilman  Yokoyama 
told the audience they should 
be ashamed of themselves with 
their opposition to provide the 
Bellflower students with help 
in their studies. 
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

By Jerry Bernstein

I Have a Dream 
in the 21st Century

•  Letters must be no more than 200 words, typed and 
double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and must include the 
author’s address and phone number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Gateway Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit editorial content, 
without notice, for length, grammar, clarity or libelous statements.

Letters to the Editor

Dr. Martin Luther King Was a Great Man

By Melinda Kimsey

By Brad Beach

Happy belated Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. While 
thinking about his remarkable 
person, I can’t help but think 
the tremendous sacrifice he 
gave for race relations in our 
country.  Rest in peace, MLK.

Talking about relations, 
I wanted to thank my neigh-
bor Gary for inviting me over 
for his birthday party. I think 
we could all get to know our 
neighbors a little better, and 
I wanted to thank Neighbor-
hood Watch for that. It not 
only protects your immediate 
area, but you get to know the 
people who live around you.  
It is a win-win situation.

On the crime front, an alert 
citizen called in a suspicious 
female and deputies were able 
to respond immediately to 
catch her.  Her accomplices 
were also identified and will 
hopefully stay out of Cerritos.  

Let’s all keep an eye out 
and if you see something say 
something. Great job by Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s De-
partment as well for getting to 
the scene quickly.

I watched the most recent 
City Council meeting and 

there were three main items 
discussed by residents. The 
first was giving free library 
cards to Bellflower Unified 
School District children. It 
would have cost the City ap-
proximately $15,000 and was 
voted down 3-2. 

The second item was in 
regards to the Juliet project on 
Shoemaker and Artesia. Resi-
dents in the immediate area 
still seem to be completely 
against the idea. Arguments 
against it are mainly related to 
parking, traffic and density of 
the houses.  

The developer recently 
held a meeting at the library 
and announced they were go-
ing to build two less houses on 
the property. That's 27 houses 
on 2.5 acres. We'll see how the 
Planning Commission votes 
on the new plan, and then it 
will go to the City Council for 
a final decision.  

Third, many residents 
spoke about the massive in-
crease in home burglaries in 
our city. Violent crime is still 
low and overall property crime 
is slightly down per Captain 
Joe Nunez.  

I still believe we need to 
increase our neighborhood 
watch and be extremely obser-
vant in our neighborhoods. 

For your health take a 
daily walk and carry your cell 
phone while you’re out in case 
you see something.  Anything 
suspicious call the Sheriff’s 
Department immediately at 
(562) 860-0044.  

Also, when you come or 

go from your house drive up 
and down one or two collater-
al streets. If everyone in your 
neighborhood does it, think 
how many eyes are watching 
out for one another.

The City Council also 
thanked Lynda Johnson for 
her six years of service on the 
ABC Unified School District 
Board. On behalf of the Beach 
family, thank you for your 
dedicated service, Lynda. 

The ABC Facilities Com-
mittee presented its final re-
port to the Board on Jan. 16.  I 
was extremely proud to Chair 
this committee and want to 
thank all of our members for 
their hard work over the past 
18 months.  

The Fine Arts Commis-
sion is considering a First Re-
sponder Memorial outside the 
Cerritos Sheriff Station, and I 
think it is a great idea. They risk 
their lives for us on a daily ba-
sis and some have paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our safety.  

The Sheriff’s Department 
is also hosting its 3rd annual 
Vintage Car Show on Feb. 3 
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. Please 
mark your calendars.Speaking 
about calendars if you haven't 
received yours you can pick 
one up at City Hall. 

It has rained recently, and 
I wanted to remind residents 
to slow down while driving in 
the rain.  Also, please turn off 
your sprinklers after a heavy 
rain. You should not turn them 
back on until the top two inch-
es of the soil are dry.

Be safe, Cerritos!

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

I hope everyone is enjoy-
ing the New Year and stop wor-
rying about those pesky New 
Year’s resolutions. Actually, 
if you accept that they are not 
resolutions, but just guidelines, 
you will be feeling much better. 
I know I am. As usual, much is 
happening in our community. 

I would like to welcome 
my good friend, Dan Nino, for-
mally to the Gateway Guard-
ian. Its official, his name is on 
the Masthead as a correspon-
dent. I have known Dan for 
many years, and he is a great 
writer and is very involved in 
the City of Cerritos. Along with 
his name on the Masthead, you 
will see his phone number, as 

well as his email. Please feel 
free to contact him with ideas 
for stories and events happen-
ing in our community.

These past few weeks I 
attended the Cerritos Football 
Awards, the Artesia Live I 
banquet, council meetings, the 
ABC School Board meeting, 
and many more events. Most 
of these events are presented 
as articles in the paper with 
some great photos.

I attended the Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day Cer-
emony in the Sierra Room 
at the Cerritos Center for the 
Performing Arts, and it was 
a lovely event with a capac-
ity crowd in attendance. As 
the ceremony progressed with 
comments and musical per-
formances, it reminded us of 
what a great man Dr. King was 
and how his life influenced so 
many others. 

I spoke to many folks old 
and young about Dr. King, 
and we always remember his 
famous quotes. We didn’t nec-
essarily remember the same 
quote, but a quote that some-
how had made a great impres-
sion on each of us. That is re-
ally the substance of the lega-

cy of Dr. King. As we know 
Dr. King died in 1968. That 
is 50 years ago, and his words 
are just as powerful today as 
the day he first spoke them. 
His non-violent disobedience 
catapulted him to becoming a 
national icon. In conclusion, 
here are some of Dr. King’s 
most famous quotes. Not all, 
but some.

“Darkness cannot drive 
out darkness; only light can 
do that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate, only love can do that.”

“Out of the mountain of 
despair, a stone of hope.”

“Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere.”

“The ultimate measure of 
a man is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort and con-
venience, but where he stands 
at times of challenge and con-
troversy.”

“Our lives begin to end the 
day we become silent about 
the things that matter.”

“The time is always right 
to do what is right.”

“In the end, we will not 
remember the words of our 
enemies, but the silence of our 
friends.” 

As always, Happy Trails!

I was just settling down at 
my desk when my FRIEND 
FROM FRUITCAKE, FLOR-
IDA walked into my office. 
“When did you get back in 
town?” I asked. “I thought you 
were in Fruitcake.”

“I was entertaining the 
thought,” he said, “ but I de-
cided to return.”

“Well, I’m glad you’re 
back,” I said.

“What did you think of 
Martin Luthur King Day?” he 
asked.

“I’ve always been im-
pressed with the man and what 
he stood for. When he gave 
his “I Have A Dream” speech, 
he said a lot. Its meaning was 
loud and clear, but I’m afraid 
today his words are falling on 
deaf ears.”

“I’m not sure about that,” 
my FRIEND FROM FRUIT-
CAKE, FLORIDA responded. 
“We’re a country made up of 
Americans from all over the 
world. Except for the Native 
Americans who were here 
before the Europeans arrived, 
we’re a nation of immigrants.  
Nobody can change that.”

“I agree,” I said, “but we 
still have a long way to go.”

“True,” he said.  Many 
of our ancestors came over 
as slaves and indentured ser-
vants. Many were fleeing reli-
gious persecution. Others just 
wanted a better life.”

“Here we are in the 21st 
century, and I question if many 

of our citizens are listening to 
his words. Our country is di-
vided and finding it hard to 
get the moral  leadership  we 
need.”

My FRIEND sat quietly 
for a few moments.  “I think 
if more people read his speech, 
‘I Have a Dream,’ we might be 
able to find our way back. His 
words ring out today, not just 
for one people but all people.” 

“I’m with you,” I said. “I 
think it’s time for our repre-
sentatives in Washington to 
take a look to see what their 
division is doing to the coun-
try. Maybe they should read  
Martin Luther King’s ‘I Have 
A Dream’  speech.”

My FRIEND agreed, but 
just as quickly he changed 
the subject. “I see Artesia has 
started work on removing the 
Promenade curbing on Pioneer 
Boulevard,” he said.

“I noticed that myself,” I 
said. Anticipating his next in-
quiry, I said, “I don’t know if 
they are planning to remove all 
of it or just narrow the prom-
enade so they can improve the 
traffic flow.”

“I understand there was a 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
the seven-story hotel complex 
on Pioneer Boulevard,” he said.

“It was a nice affair,” I re-
plied. “In fact, it was quite in-
formative. They held a dinner 
at the Portuguese Hall a few 
days later.”

“Oh, did you attend?”
“No, I was home battling 

the flu.”
“You’re over it now, I 

hope?” My FRIEND FROM 
FRUITCKE asked.

“Yep,” I replied. I’m as fit 
as I’m going to be.”

“Good. Well, I have to 
be going now, so I’ll see you 
later. How about lunch next 
Wednesday?

Before I could answer, he 
was gone.

 

National Thesaurus Day, fittingly enough, 
celebrates the birthday of Peter Mark Roget 
(the “t” in Roget, of course, is silent, just like 

in Colbert). Born in London on January 18, 1779, 
Roget was a physician, scientist, and theologian, 

but would become famous for the book 
of synonyms he published in 1852.

Today Is 
National 

Thesaurus 
Day!
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Eclectic Dialectic Toastmasters 
Club Celebrates 36th Anniversary

           See Artesia Live II Page 7

By Dan E. Nino

Officers and members of 
Eclectic Dialectics Toastmas-
ters Club #3828 celebrated 
recently its 36th anniversary 
foundation. It coincided with 
a Learning Lab presentation 
dubbed as “Pathways Devel-
opmental Training” at its regu-
lar meeting hall at The Grove 
Cerritos Library (formerly 
Vintage Cerritos) on New Fal-
con Way. 

Presided by Club President 
Dan E. Nino, the celebration 
was highlighted by the key-
note speech of Mark J. Lucas, 
the Quality Program Director 
of District 100 and Pathways 
ambassadors and present-

From My Point of View

Artesia Live II Looming on the Horizon

ers  Vivek Balachandran and 
Abrenda Rigsby with a 45-
minute video presentation and 
Q & A. Thereafter, Pathways 
Rollout Kits were distributed 
to Club members. Toastmas-
ters Club International was 
founded on Oct. 22, 1924 by 
Ralph C. Smedley while work-
ing at YMCA in Santa Ana. 

Toastmasters International 
is a U.S.-based headquartered 
non-profit educational orga-
nization that operates clubs 
worldwide for the purpose of 
helping improve their commu-
nication, public speaking and 
leadership skills. It is a world 
leader in communication and 
leadership development. Di-
versity is what makes the Cer-

ritos Eclectic Dialectics Club 
so vibrant and dynamic be-
cause members come from all 
professions and culture. 

The mission of a Toastmas-
ters Club is to provide a mutu-
ally supportive and positive 
learning environment in which 
every individual member has 
the opportunity to develop oral 
communication and leadership 
skills, which in turn foster self-
confidence and personal growth. 
The club meets every Wednes-
day from 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at the Grove Cerritos on 11000 
New Falcon Way, Cerritos, CA.  
Interested parties may contact  
Dan E. Nino at 562-921-5116, 
562-508-8099 or denino1951@
gmail.com 

Flashing the thumbs up sign for consistently maintaining the President’s Distinguished Club are: (front row)
Sherry Zhang (Secretary), Jimmy Chan (PRO), Brenda Ramirez (VP for Education), Dan E. Nino (Club Presi-
dent), Josephine Li (Treasurer), Mark J. Lucas and Vivek Balachandran;  (back row) Elmer Dinozo, Jenny Dang, 
Sharif Ahmed, Juan Torres, Albin Thomas, Horacio Gomez, Suguru Kitahara, Marie Trinh, Maggie Liu, Alex 
Ruiz, Cynthia Chan, Stu Horn, Abrenda Rigsby and Ken Jarantilla.

By Dan E. Nino
 
With two mixed-use real 

estate developments on the 
horizon, Artesia will no lon-
ger be the second fiddle “Twin 
Sister City” of more progres-
sive neighboring Cerritos.

Cornerstone Artesia De-
velopment, LLC, the devel-
oper of Artesia Live I to be 
built sometime this summer 
on Pioneer Blvd. and 176th 
Street will be bannered by an 
upscale Marriott Hotel. 

Artesia Live II, which is 
still to be approved by the Ar-
tesia City Council after a series 
of hearings and community 
outreach, is planned as a high-
end, seven-story, contempo-
rary condominium building 
along Gridley Road and 186th 
Street fronting Cerritos Mall. 
It will offer 130 high-end units 

for sale after construction with 
30,000 sq. ft. of food court of 
specialty restaurants on the 
first two floors.

Although I hear some con-
cerns about the parallel Artesia 
Live II project, like the build-
ing’s height, traffic impact and 
parking issues, I can envision 
that Artesia will reap more 
benefits than undesirable side 
effects.

I’m reminded of Benjamin 
Franklin’s more familiar quo-
tation, “In this world, nothing 
can be certain except death and 
taxes.” My colleague in the 
Toastmasters Club, Dwight 
Nakata, added a third inevi-
table certainty in life which  is 
CHANGE. We should not be 
afraid of change if it will con-
jure up  more positive results.  

After listening to the high-
caliber speakers during the 
Jan. 5 New Year’s Bash at the 
DES Portuguese Hall on Ash-
worth, Artesia, as well as  in-
terviewing residents  and from 
my own analysis, Artesia and 
its people will derive more 
advantages. Let me count the 
ways:

First, the tax benefits of 
an estimated annual revenue 
to the City  at $500,000 which 
includes sales tax, commercial 

fees and residential CFD fee, 
etc. can finance various proj-
ects of the city. 

Second, employment op-
portunities which are estimated 
at 600 new jobs from construc-
tion and operation of the build-
ing project will kick in. Ac-
cording to my discussions with 
the project developers, a food 
court of restaurants similar to 
the Packing House in Anaheim 
will fill the ground floor.

Third, it will address the 
shortage of homes according 
to California Treasurer John 
Chiang who revealed at 1.5 
million short in the State. 

He said, “We want to grow 
business in our great state. 
Upgrade our infrastructure, 
to grow opportunities, help 
increase our tax base and add 
financial stability. I’m so ex-
cited. I look forward to more 
greatness to your city. We 
should celebrate tonight.” 

For her part, Assembly-
woman Cristina Garcia pointed 
out, “We need more – 180,000 
new houses in California. We 
built 88,000 in 2017 but it’s 
still short. Congratulations Ar-
tesia, one of the most diverse 
cities in our state.”

Flu Claims Life of a Former 
Marine & Federal Agent 

By Dan E. Nino
 
We are grieving the pass-

ing of nephew-in-law, John 
Anthony Mamoyac Eriguel. 
He just turned 47 on Dec. 
23, 2017. He is survived by 
his wife, the former Brianna 
Walsh, 4-year-old daughter 
Natalie, parents Sinford and 
Virginia Mamoyac-Eriguel, 
siblings Liza and Rachel, as 
well as his uncles and aunties.

John was born in Los An-
geles but grew up in Cerritos 
before establishing his resi-
dency in Bellflower. He is a 
product of the ABC Unified 
School District, where he at-
tended Juarez Elementary and 
Cerritos High School.  

Prior to his untimely death 
on Jan. 8 this year, John was 
working as Federal agent with 
the Bureau of Customs (Home-
land Security) for the past 13 
years in Long Beach. 

After graduating with a 
BA in Political Science at Cal-
ifornia State University, Long 
Beach, he underwent rigorous 
military training as Marine at 

Camp Pendleton.  He served 
overseas in Italy and Germany 
for two years. Later he served 
in the U.S. Navy as an inspec-
tor officer for two years.

John  loved to commun-
ing with nature, camping with 
his family, discussing politics, 
history and current events, vis-
iting military museums and 
going to the gym regularly. He 
also enjoyed taking his only 
daughter to Disneyland almost 
every Thursday of the week on 
a year-long pass.

His friends and relatives 
describe him as an upright 
man, good provider who went 
to church every Saturday af-
ternoon with his family at St. 
John of God Catholic Church 
in Norwalk and Sunday Mass. 

When the news circulated 
that he had passed away from 
complications of the flu, ev-
eryone was shocked. Some-
times, it’s hard to fathom the 
wisdom of God. But we can 
be comforted by the scripture, 
“The Lord gave and the Lord 
has taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord!” ( Job 
1:21). 

Although John was taken 
away from his earthly life at 
a young age, he lived a full, 
exciting and fulfilling life the 
way his chose it. 

Viewing is scheduled at 
Forest Lawn Cypress on Jan. 
20 and 21 while interment is 
set for Jan. 22 with a necro-
logical Mass at 9 a.m. at St. 
John of God Parish Church in 
Norwalk. 

–denino1951@gmail.com    

John Anthony Mamoyac Eriguel

\shredded acrylic paintings 
scattered on the floor and cut-
up gel rolls hanging from the 
ceiling. These materials are 
semi-translucent, diffusing 
light in a pleasant aesthetic 
amalgamation, and obscuring 
the masked female object, sub-
verting the way we are condi-
tioned to see the unfamiliar 
as only-ever the frightening 
‘Other’ - the outsider, the 
monster, the alien – replaced 
instead by fascinating, beauti-
ful creatures. 

Diane Williams Williams 
earned her BFA degree from 
California State University, 
Long Beach in 2013. Her work 
has been featured in select pub-
lications and exhibited in solo 
shows and several group exhi-
bitions including With Liberty 
and Justice for Some at Walter 
Maciel, Culver City, Personal 
Narrative at the Annenberg 
Beach House Gallery, Santa 
Monica (2017), My America, 
a community activation at 
Museum of Art and History, 
MOAH in 2017, Countenance 
Divine, at Gallery 825, Los 
Angeles, with works in both 
private and public collections 

including the National Im-
migration Law Center, Los 
Angeles and Washington DC 
(2016) and Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity (2017). 

She’s currently work-
ing on a solo show in March 
of 2018 at Gallery 825 in Los 
Angeles, Ca. www.dianewil-
liamsartist.com About Cerritos 
College The mission of the Cer-
ritos College Art Gallery is to 
serve as an educational, social 
and culture enhancement for 
the Cerritos academic popula-
tion as well as the immediate 
surrounding communities. The 
Cerritos College Art Gallery 
presents rotating exhibitions 
highlighting the work of emerg-
ing and mid-career artists. 

A special emphasis is 
placed on works that confront 
challenging and pressing is-
sues in contemporary art and 
culture. In support of exhibi-
tions, the Cerritos College Art 
Gallery also regularly hosts 
workshops, lectures, and per-
formances. Images are avail-
able in google drive: https://
drive.google.com/open?id=1
V4oGeGqiWB8mh20k7NEn-
DoLKSqOn7R7a

‘Beautiful Creatures’ From Page 2
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By Edna Ethington

The Kyoto Tachibana High 
School Green Band, one of the 
oldest marching bands in Japan 
and is known for their continu-
ous dance-style marching tech-
nique that was pioneered at 
Kyoto Tachibana.  

The Kyoto Tachibana 
Green Band, including 191 
students and graduates   (10 
boys and 181 women and 
girls) came to perform in a 
Disneyland Parade in Ana-
heim on Dec. 29.

They also played at a Band 
Festival in Pasadena on Dec. 
30, the Rose Parade in Pasa-
dena on Jan. 1, and a Benefit 
Concert at the Anaheim Union 
High School District Perform-
ing Arts Center at John F. 
Kennedy High School in La 
Palma on Jan. 2.  

Director Hiroyuki Tanaka 
is retiring after 22 years as 
Band Director at Kyoto Tachi-
bana High School. He is 83 
years old and was the first Band 
Director at the school in 1963. 
He walked the entire length of 
the Rose Parade of 5.5 miles 
with theband.

Eighty-two families volun-

Cerritos HS Varsity Football Banquet

CHS Parent Club Board members with Rene Trevino

Varsity football players show their awards, including MVP, Offensive, and Don awards, on the stage.

Coaches Dan Mesa & Barry Thomas

Malachi Santaanna and Rene Trevino

AWARDS: Scout Player: Sam Agregado, Utility 
Player: Christian King, Heart of a Don: Jymel Johnson, 
Defensive MVP: Ryder Eddy, Offensive MVP: Tye 
Anderson & Colby Neilsen, Don Award: Darius Blue

Dr. Quincy Wang and Parent Club Board Members

Kyoto Tachibana High School Green  
Band Performs at Kennedy HS 

teered as Host Families to take 
two, three or four students and 
provide food, lodging and be, 
like mothers, fathers, or grand-
parents, for their students.  

Host families provided 
many different experiences as 
students told them what they 
wanted to see or do, like shop-
ping dining at restaurants, etc.

The Green Band Associa-
tion was organized to perform 
charity concerts worldwide 
with the proceeds from the 
concerts donated to benefit en-
vironmental causes, including 
victims of natural disasters such 
as wildfires, hurricanes, etc.  

Green Bands have per-

formed in Southern Califor-
nia, Florida, and even Paris, 
France.  Over 1,800 students 
from different high schools 
in Japan have performed in 
Pasadena’s Rose Parade since 
2007,  as part of a Green Band,  
including this year’s Kyoto 
Tachibana Green Band.

We were pleased to learn 
from Henri Soucy that dona-
tions received at this year’s 
Green Band Festival at Ken-
nedy raised $3,000.  

The donations will be giv-
en to the family of Corey Iver-
son, the firefighter who died 
while battling the Thomas Fire 
last year. 

Saying Farewell at the end of the Green Band Concert, Hosts David and 
Edna Ethington said “Aloha” to Ai Fujisaki on Jan. 2.   

Greenidge, 8, who performed 
the poem, “I Dream a World.” 
Karlotta Patterson then sang 
“Still I Rise.”

Special Guest Speaker 
was attorney Ethan Robinson, 
Sr., Esquire, who said that the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. cele-
bration in Cerritos is a special 
day for him. Seven years ago, 
after his daughter Katelyn sang 
“This Little Light of Mine,” 
he left the ceremony and went 
to the hospital to be with his 
mother, who “transitioned into 
heaven” that afternoon.

He said that “Love and for-
giveness start with understand-
ing. We are a nation of people 
– not Black people, not White 
people, not Asian people – but 
one race, the human race.”

“If we don’t move forward 
with a better understanding of 
the cultural differences of each 
other, mutual respect for each 
other, as a people, we won’t 
move forward,” he said.

“Racial tensions are at 
the highest I have seen them. 
We are a shining example of 
a melting pot in Cerritos. We 
live in a community where 
people are comfortable be-
cause we have grown together 
over the years.

“Each one of us must look 
in the mirror and ask, ‘How 
are we going to be an agent of 
change?’” He challenged the 

Dr. Martin Luther King From Page 1

audience to be world chang-
ers, difference makers, and to 
impact and affect humanity.

“Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr. is a man who changed 
the world, but it’s not a past 
tense change. The thoughts he 
shared, his speeches, the mes-
sage, the mission – they are all 
relevant in 2018.

“His legacy lives on in us, 
and we have the opportunity 
to use our lives as a vehicle of 
change,” said Robinson.

“It wasn’t just a civil right 
movement in America, it was 
a human rights movement. Dr. 
King knew that his cause was 
bigger than just him. It was 
bigger than just the African 
American, and that remains 
today.”

Martin Luther King, Jr. Writing Contest Winners with City Council  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Art Contest Winners with City Council  

Acacia 
Greenidge

Age 3

Ayanna 
Greenidge

Age 8

Coaches with certificates from Janice Hahn


