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Veterans Day Celebrated 
in Artesia, Cerritos & HG

By Jerry Bernstein

A low turnout of voters 
marred the elections in Arte-
sia, Hawaiian Gardens and the 
ABC Unified School District 
in the Nov. 5 election. 

There were few surprises 
in Hawaiian Gardens and in 
the ABC School District re-
sults. The exception was in 
Artesia with newcomer Ali Taj 
pulling an upset win over City 
Councilman John Lyons by 42 
votes. 

However, according to the 
Registrar of Voters, there are 
approximately 50 provisional 
votes that need to be counted 
that could change the election 
result. As it now stands, May-
or Sally Flowers was the high 

Johnson, Yoo & Chen Elected to School Board,
Artesia Election  Hinges on Provisional Votes 

vote getter with 780 votes. She 
was followed by Councilman 
Victor Manalo who garnered 
705 votes, newcomer Ali S. 
Taj with 686, and incumbent 
John Lyons, 644. Melissa Ra-
moso received 515 votes and 
Manu Patel 323.

In Hawaiian Gardens in-
cumbent R.O. Rodriguez won 
reelection with a vote count 
of 368. He was followed by 
Councilmember Barry Bruce 
who received 344. 

In third place was Mariana 
Rios, who was elected with 242 
votes followed by incumbent 
Michiko Oyma-Canada with 
211. Adrian Avelar received 184 
votes, and Priscilla Kwan earned 
162. Phil An votes tallied at 162, 
and Valerie Mason  at 130.

In the race for three seats 
on the ABC School Board, the 
winners included incumbent 
Lynda Johnson who received 
the most votes at 4,290. In sec-
ond place Soo Yoo received 
3,920 and incumbent Olympia 
Chen 3,509 votes. In fourth 
place with 1,822 votes was 
Daniel Fierro, who had with-
drawn from the election, fol-
lowed by Ethan L. Robinson 
with 1,947.

There were 56,088 regis-
tered voters in the ABC Dis-
trict, but only 11,962 votes 
were cast. In Hawaiian Gar-
dens there were 4,703 regis-
tered voters. The total votes 
cast were 1,673. Artesia had 
7,420 registered voters. Bal-
lots cast totaled 3,293.

Soo Yoo (left) thanks her supporters at her campaign office on Nov. 5 after she learns that she has won the ABC School 
Board election. ABC Boardmembers Lynda Johnson and Olympia Chen are excited to hear that they had won another 
term on School Board as they celebrate with more than 150 supporters, family and friends at their victory party at Gol-
dilocks Restaurant in Cerritos. Johnson and Chen thanked everyone “who helped us to cross the finish line together!” 
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By Jerry Bernstein

The ABC Board of Edu-
cation approved a tentative 
agreement of a 4 percent in-
crease for its employees at its 
Nov. 6 meeting. 

Chief Finance Officer Toan 
Nguyen said every bargain-
ing unit in the district is being 
treated equally. 

He explained the increase 
consists of 2 percent covering 
the current year ending Dec. 
31 and another 1.9 percent for 
the new year beginning Jan. 1. 
The total increase will show 
up on the employees’ February 
paychecks.

Effective Jan. 1 the base 
compensation for Superinten-
dent Dr. Mary Sieu  will be 
increased by 4 percent, and 
her contract will be extended 
through June 30, 2016. For the 
fiscal year 2013-14, the Super-
intendent will receive an in-
crease of $4,326 plus benefits 
of $563. 

The source of the increas-
es for all emplyees is from the 
General Fund.

Nguyen noted that dur-
ing the last five years no sal-
ary increases had been given, 
and District staff had several 

School Board 
Approves Pay 
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Please see Pay Increase Page 2 

Models take the stage as they showcase colorful Indian fashions as part of 
the Festival of Lights/Diwali celebration in Artesia on Nov. 10. Please see Veterans Day Page 3 

Please see Diwali Page 3

Several local Artesia busi-
nesses on Pioneer Boulevard 
co-sponsored the Festival of 
Lights/Diwali Mela Event on  
Nov. 10 from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Pioneer Boulevard in Arte-
sia was closed between 183rd 
and 188th Streets to host the 
event which drew approxi-
mately 10,000 people.

The festival took the form 
of a street fair and featured a 
main stage used for entertain-
ment and a fashion show of the 
latest Indian fashions.

Artesia’s Festival of Lights/
Diwali Draws Large Crowd

Throughout the day those 
present visited stores along 
Pioneer Boulevard and booths 
set up in the middle of the bou-
levard that included merchants 
selling products, food vendors, 
informational booths, and do-
nation collection sites.

Diwali is known as the 
Festival of Lights and is a five 
day Hindu festival and official 
holiday in India, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka Malasia, and Singapore.

By Jerry Bernstein

Americans throughout the 
country celebrated Veterans 
Day this week. Ceremonies 
were held in Artesia, Cerritos 
and Hawaiian Gardens. Tradi-
tionally observed on Nov. 11, 
Veteran’s Day is not just a an-
other holiday. 

It’s a day we honor Ameri-
can service men and women 

who are now serving overseas 
and those who have defended 
our shores in the past.

Captain Donald E. Mc-
Mackin, United States Navy 
Retired, spoke to a gather-
ing of veterans and Hawaiian 
Gardens citizens, reminding 
us that 16 million young men 
and women lost their lives in 
World War II. “We must never 

Hawaiian Gardens Mayor  Victor Farfan (l-r) with guest speaker Capt. Donald 
E. McMackin, United States Navy Retired, Miss Hawaiian Gardens Adlene 
Rios and Princess Monica Vargas, Councilmembers, Reynoldo Rodriguez, 
Michiko Oyama-Canada, Barry Bruce and Mayor Pro Tem Mike Gomez. 
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furlough days without pay. 
Board member Olympia Chen 
explained the School Board 
also took cuts in its monthly 
gratuity which is based on the 
District’s student population.  

Board Chair Celia Spitzer 
added Board members will 
now receive the  monthly $50 
cut they took.

AFT spokesman  Gavin 
Rielly complimented the Board 
for treating all District employ-
ees equally  again, noting the 
Board took the cuts, as well in 

ABC District Pay Increase From Page 1

The Red Bucket    
            Food Drive Program

‘Tis the Season for Giving!
The City of Cerritos is coordinating “The Red Bucket” 

Food Drive Program. Please check the expiration 
dates and bring non-perishable food items to help 
brighten the holidays for local families in need.

    Sample donations include:

    Evaporated Milk  Instant Mashed Potatoes
    Dried Stuffing Mix Canned Vegetables
    Canned Yams  Pumpkin Pie FIlling
    Cranberry Sauce Dried Pasta
    Chicken Broth  Store Gift Cards

Donations are being accepted at the Cerritos Senior Center, Cerritos 
Library, Cerritos City Hall, Cerritos Park East and Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station/Community Saftety Center beginning Nov. 1 until Dec. 13. 

For more information, please call (562) 916-8550.

Local Soroptimists re-
cently teamed up with the 
American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW) for 
a fashion show, luncheon and 
silent auction held at the Cer-
ritos Sheraton. The luncheon 
was consisted of a large, tasty 
salad, choice of beverage, and 
a piece of chocolate cake.

There were dozens and 
dozens of prizes, and everyone 
went home with something. 

Several AAUW members 
modeled clothes from Old 
Navy and Stein Mart. How-
ever, the children and grand-
children of the members stole 

the show. 
This event benefits Cer-

ritos College nursing students 
with scholarships. 

The AAUW is a powerful 
advocate and a visible leader 
in equity and education for 
women, offering personal and 
professional growth through 
community leadership. 

AAUW is open to all grad-
uates who hold an associate or 
equivalent, baccalaureate or 
higher degree. Undergraduate 
students who do not already 
hold a baccalaureate degree 
can join the AAUW as a stu-
dent affiliate.

Soroptimist members, Diana Needham, Melinda Kimsey, Lola Rizkallah and 
MaryAnn Tipton attend the fashion show to show support for the AAUW.  

AAUW Holds Fashion Show, 
Luncheon & Silent Auction

By Ellen Volmert

La Palma was recently 
named one of the best small 
cities in America by Money 
magazine, and one of the rea-
sons given for this are our safe 
neighborhoods. 

Other reasons stated in the 
article included our strategic 
location, our wonderful schools 
and educational opportunities, 
and our beloved community 
services and gatherings.

New businesses in La Pal-
ma have added more than 200 
new jobs so far in 2013 and are 
increasing opportunities and 
services to residents and the 
business community. 

It’s our residents, busi-
nesses, employees and volun-
teers all working together to 
make up the most important 
reason La Palma is such a 
great place.  

City Council has taken ac-
tions recently to accomplish 
parts of the City’s 2013 Goals; 
specifically, they approved an 
Economic Development Ac-
tion Plan and the establish-
ment of a trust that will par-
tially fund currently unfunded 
liabilities associated with the 
City’s retirement health ben-
efits for employees. 

La Palma has had an Eco-
nomic Development Plan 
for many years, and the City 
Council this year wanted to 
add a well-defined action plan 
with due dates, performance 
metrics and specific actions 
for the next three years. 

The Plan is a way to capi-
talize on the assets residents 
are all familiar with already: 
location, community safety, 
“people friendly” size, and 
our increasing health services 
cluster. 

From the Desk of La Palma City Manager

Without redevelopment, 
the Plan will provide a strat-
egy for how La Palma can 
foster a sustainable economic 
sector that fits our community. 
Both the Plan and the Action 
Plan are available on the web-
site by going to our home page 
at www.cityoflapalma.org and 
clicking on Economic Devel-
opment under the Doing Busi-
ness tab.

The City also pays a man-
datory minimum health care 
payment for most retirees after 
they leave the City. For police 
officers hired before July 2011, 
it pays a higher amount. Each 
year, the City uses a “pay as 
you go” method to pay for just 
that year’s retiree health pay-
ment and has not been paying 
anything towards future years. 
The total liability is at more 
than $3 million. 

The City Council acted 
to change that by establish-
ing a trust to fund these pay-
ments, and the trust will grow 
over time and allow us to fund 
more than just each year’s di-
rect costs by bringing down 
that liability. 

The City will put $1.5 mil-
lion in reserves into the trust 
this year, and those funds will 
earn interest. The City Council 
can add more funds in future 
years if they choose to do so 
as funds are available. This ac-
tion was part of their Balanced 
Budget goal. 

their monthly gratuity. 
“That’s good for employee 

morale,” he stated. Rielly  pre-
dicted schools will be forced 
back into another valley in the 
future because California now 
depends on the “fate of the 
economy to fund our schools. 

Unfortuantely, this means 
we will have peaks and val-
leys. However, as long as 
this policy stays in effect the 
Board can be confident  every-
one will be rolling in the same 
direction,” he concluded.

La Palma Mayor Steve Hwangbo and his wife Nancy ride in the La Palma Day 
Parade which  was also Orange County’s official Veterans Day Parade. Many 
residents came out for the parade, food, performances and the festivity.
Mayor thanked the staff and many volunteers for a great job for this event
which promoted positive community spirit.

Mayor Rides in La Palma Days Parade
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COMMUNITYcalendar

THANKSGIVING LUNCH:  Artesia Seniors   
Wednesday, Nov. 20  • 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.                             
Artesia Park & Albert O. Little Community Center                                                                                  
18750 Clarkdale Ave., Artesia                                            
Live music, dancing, holiday meal & raffles
Must pre-register by Nov. 1 at the Artesia Park office.

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY:  Cerritos 
Monday, Nov. 25  •  5:30 - 7 p.m.  Tree Lighthing at 6 p.m.                                              
Cerritos Civic Center    Bloomfield at 183rd Street          
Craft activity for children, entertainment, & caroling
Photo opportunities with Santa
For more information, call (562) 865-8101.
                                                                                                   
HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY:  La Palma  
Wednesday, Dec. 4  •  5:30 - 8:30 p.m 
Crafts & Visit with Santa • 4:30 - 5:30                                                 
Central Park Amphitheater   7821 Walker St.                        
Musical talents from our local schools. 
Pictures with Santa and his elves in the activities area
Crafts, letters to Santa, and an early visit from Santa Claus! 
For further information, please call (714) 690-3350.

Holiday Canteen Show - Luncheon & Musical Revue   

Thursday, Dec. 5  •  10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.                               
$65 /Senior  Reg. #195567Cerritos Senior Center                                                
12340 South St., Cerritos                                           
Performance by the cast from Colorful Songs of Broadway 
in Alhambra. Show includes a live eight-piece band, along 
with song, dance, sing-a-longs, etc.
Registration ends Nov. 14

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE:   
Saturday, Dec. 7  •  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.                                  
Cerritos Senior Center                                                
12340 South St., Cerritos                                           
Variety of vendors, crafts for children, visit with Santa, 
strolling entertainment & refreshments for sale.                       
For additional information, call 562-916-8550.

Chick-Fil-A Recognized by City Council

Chick-Fil-A owner, Robert Hensen, and Community Directors, Brenda 
Hensen and Linda Arii-Keidser, receive a proclamation from Cerritos 
Mayor Bruce Barrows and City Council members Carol Chen, Mayor Pro 
Tem Mark Pulido, George Ray and Dr. Joseph Cho.

The Cerritos City Council 
recently presented  Chick-Fil-A 
owner Robert Hensen and 
Community Directors, Brenda 
Hensen and her sister Linda 
Arii-Keidser, with a proclama-
tion for being named among 
the nation’s top five customer-
rated fast food eateries. 

According to Yahoo Shine, 
the Chick-fil-A on Gridley 
Road in Cerritos is one of the 
best-rated fast food locations-
based on Yelp reviews.

A majority of the reviews 
on Yelp for the Cerritos Chick-
fil-A gave the establishment a 

five-star rating. Cerritos resi-
dents and other visitors were 
especially impressed with the 
variety of sauces offered, as 
well as the superb service of 
the staff.

Cerritos Chick-fil-A opened 
in the Los Cerritos Center on 
March 1, 2007.

Chick-fil-A offers a vari-
ety of fast-food chicken fare, 
including sandwiches and 
wraps. The restaurant also of-
fers a catering menu that in-
cludes salads, fruit platters, 
mini chicken filet sandwiches 
and cheesecake trays.

By Jerry Bernstein

Early morning walkers at 
the Los Cerritos Center Nov. 
5 were surprised to find  their 
daily exercise interrupted by a 
tactical-response drill involv-
ing personnel from the Cerritos 
Sheriff’s Station, Los Angeles 
County Fire Department, Cer-
ritos Community Emergency 
Response Team and mall secu-
rity in a mock exercise joined 

Cerritos Captain Keith Swensson and Lieutenant Richard Harpham discuss 
the Early Response Drill held at the Los Cerritos Center. Swensson stated he 
couldn’t remember when there was a violent crime at the Mall.

by officials from the Lake-
wood, Norwalk and Pico Ri-
vera sheriff’s stations.

The previously scheduled 
tactical-response drill at Los 
Cerritos Center was held the 
day after 20-year-old Richard 
Shoop reportedly opened fire 
at the Westfield Garden State 
Plaza in New Jersey. 

No one was injured in 
the shooting. The New Jer-
sey gunman’s body was later 

Sheriff’s Dept. , Fire Dept. Hold Tactical 
Response Drill at Los Cerritos Center

found in an obscure part of the 
mall where he apparently shot 
himself in the head, authori-
ties reported.

“Basically, what we’re 
doing,” said Capt. Keith Sw-
enson, commander of the Cer-
ritos Sheriff’s Station, “was 
having our first responders 
working with the mall em-
ployees and mall security 
going through different sce-
narios that could happen at a 
local mall having to do with 
any type of activity that would 
be dangerous to the public.” 
He said there were three dif-
ferent scenarios. One of them 
involved an active shooter.

The drill began hours af-
ter Shoop’s body was found. 
“These types of incidents are 
so rare, which is why it is 
noteworthy,” Swenson said. 
“When it comes to violent 
crime, especially at the Cer-
ritos Mall, I literally cannot 
remember the last time there 
was a violent crime here.”

The mock exercise con-
cluded at approximately 10 
a.m. when the mall was sched-
uled to open for business.

Each day of Diwali marks 
six principal stories associated 
with the festival. It is one of 
the most important festivals of 
the year and is celebrated with 
families performing traditional 
activities together. 

“The main reason for the 

Artesia’s Festival of Lights/Diwali From Page 1

Children pet the horse belonging to 
the mounted police.

Veterans Day Ceremonies From Page 1

let that happen again,” he said. 
“Today we honor them and are 
forever indebted to them. Gone 
are the days when we can feel 
our oceans will protect us.”

Captain McMackin, who 
served 30 years in the Navy, 
said our young men and women 
are now in Afghanistan fighting 
terrorists now. 

“We must never again 
treat our men and women like 
we did our veterans who came 
home from Vietnam.” He said 
the hardest part of war is bury-
ing the dead. He concluded by 
saying, “We owe our men and 
women in the armed forces our 
gratitude and respect. We must 
never forget that.”

In Cerritos, local veterans’ 
names were read aloud, and 
they each stood as the theme 

song of their branch of service 
was played by the Los Alamitos 
40th Infantry Division Band. 

Music was also provided 
by the Valley Christian High 
School Madrigal Choir, who 
sang “God Bless America” and 
an armed forces medley.

The invocation was given 
by Reverend Donald Koepke, 
retired pastor of St. John Lu-
theran Church.

The main speaker was 
Scout Master Eric Aune of 
Boy Scout Troop #693, who 
spoke of the many members of 
his family who had served in 
the military. 

Wreaths were placed at 
the Veterans Memorial in Cer-
ritos by the Philippine - U.S. 
Veterans Association and the 
Friends of the 1st CEB. 

Veteran Tom Tislow salutes as the 
Marine Corps song is played.

Members of the Philippine - US 
Veterans Association present their 
wreath at the Cerritos Memorial.

Led by David Shackleford, Veterans in Hawaiian Gar-
dens get ready to present the colors at the ceremony hon-
oring veterans on Nov. 11 at the Civic Center.

Diwali festival is to bring the 
Indian community and non-In-
dian communities to the City of 
Artesia, so that they might taste 
our foods and enjoy the wares 
and that they will continue to 
come back to Artesia,” said Ar-
tesia Mayor Sally Flowers.

Cadets from the Southeast Academy post the colors, 
while Boy Scouts from Troop #693 get ready to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance at the Cerritos Veterans Memorial. 
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By Jerry Bernstein

Letters
TO

THE Editor
The Gateway Guardian 
encourages submission 
of Letters to the Editor. 

•  Letters must be no more than 200 
words, typed and double spaced or 
sent electronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by the 
author and must include the au-
thor’s address and phone number.
•  Opinions expressed in letters do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of the Gateway Guardian staff.
•  The editors reserve the right to re-
fuse or edit editorialcontent, with-
out notice, for length, grammar, 
clarity or libelous statements. 

Battles are Won Not by 
Deceit but by Honest y

I was having lunch at one of 
my favorite restaurants, Avenue 
3, in Cerritos, when my Friend 
from Fruitcake Florida walked 
in. “Join me,” I said.

"”Don't mind if I do,” he 
said as he sat down. “I thought 
you left town,” I said.

“I did,” he replied. “Took 
care of some business at home 
and decided to come back.”

My Friend from Fruit-
cake, Florida paused. He had 
something on his mind. “I be-
lieve I told you Fruitcake is a 
small town. We have one high 
school and two newspapers, 
the Fruitcake News, which has 
been around since the town in-
corporated and the Fruitcake 
Gazelle.

“That's a strange name for 
a newspaper,” I said.

“True, but the publisher is 
a fan of the Gazelle. He likes 

the fact it is small, swift and 
graceful.”

“I see,” I responded.
“It's been around for sev-

eral years and people like it. 
Neither publisher is paranoid. 
They get along, even though 
they are in competition with 
each other.”

“That's good,” I answered.
“It's good for Fruitcake. 

Neither newspaper believes 
in trashing the community or 
individuals because of alleged 
wrongdoings.”

“That must be nice," I said. 
I believe in the Canons of Jour-
nalism, which I was introduced 
to by my journalism professor 
when I attended Florida State 
University. It calls for integrity 
and honesty in reporting. Un-
fortunately, some publishers 
never heard of it or believe it's 
old fashioned. I don't.”

Changing the subject he 
asked, “Speaking of Florida 
State University, what do you 
think of its football team? It's 
in the top three in the different 
polls.”

"It just go to prove what 
I've always said, "The legacy 

of its former Coach, Bobby 
Bowden, is alive and kick-
ing. The present coach had 
two years under Bowden and 
is now picking up the baton. I 
think most schools have their 
drought periods and then came 
back. USC and UCLA  are good 
examples.”

“Well, that's nice of you 
to say,” my Friend from Fruit-
cake, Florida replied. When 
the University of Florida isn't 
doing well, I have to admit I 
get a feeling of pride that Flor-
ida State is.”

Changing the subject, he 
asked if I had any comment 
on the results of the elections 
in Hawaiian Gardens and the 
ABC Board of Education?

“No,” I replied. “The 
people spoke and selected the 
candidates they thought would 
best serve the community. 
Now time will tell.”

“Well I have to go,” he 
said. “They have good food 
here.”

“Yes they do,” I answered. 
With that my Friend from 

Fruitcake, Florida get up and 
walked out.

Dear Jerry, Melinda, Larry, 
Janet, et al:

I got such a nice surprise 
when I read the throw away 
on my driveway.  What a coup 
you pulled off! It is back to re-
porting community news that 
is pertinent to our lives in the 
cities that you cover!  

And then to find an article 
about my club... Da Hawaii 
Seniors of Cerritos and my 
church... New Life Commu-
nity Church was the icing on 
the cake.

Mahalo (Thanks) for bring-
ing the joy back into reading 
about local news. I do have 
some suggestions for articles:  
the weekly food distribution 
at New Life on Saturdays; 
the hula classes that I teach at 
the Senior Center; the retirees 
lunch bunch from the City of 

Letter to the Editor
Cerritos. Just some ideas, and I 
am sure others have tons more!

Congratulations and much 
success.

Hedy L. Harrison-Anduha

Laura Kimsey
Independent Consultant
(562)458-3866

The food you love, the time you deserve

loeymm@aol.com

tastefullysimple.com/
web/lkimsey

Host a tasting party! 
It is as valuable as it is fun! 

i

TASTEFULLY 
S I M P L E T U R K E Y  B O W L

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce

11th Annual Bowling Tournament

THURSDAY, NOV. 21
  3:00 - 6:00 p.m. 

Registration begins at 3:00 p.m.
Bowling from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Reception & awards 5:30 - 6:00 p.m.

AMF Cerritos Lanes
18811 Carmenita Road, Cerritos

Please register in advance. Call 562-467-0800
chamber@cerritos.org  •  www.cerritos.org

I have a great interest in his-
tory and enjoy watching the His-
tory Channel and the Military 
Channel. I especially watch mil-
itary history shows that feature 
the war in the Pacific because 
my dad was one of the Beach 
Commanders at Iwo Jima.  

I also have a great love for 
dogs and have watched a pro-
gram about the Dogs of War. 
One message that I came away 
with from watching the pro-
gram was the love and bond 
between the soldier and his 
four-legged companion. Here 
is a brief history of the Dogs of 
War in World War II.

After the Pearl Harbor at-
tack, America found itself at 
war on two fronts. Someone 
realized the value of our ca-
nine friends, and a call went 

The Dogs of War Should Be Remembered, Too

By Melinda Kimsey

out to American families and  
the American Kennel Club to 
donate dogs to the front lines.  

This group and program is 
known as, “Dogs of Defense.” 
At first, the dogs were main-
ly used and trained as sentry 
dogs. 

Later, the dogs were  
trained as scout dogs and 
would be assigned a handler 
who was a soldier and these 
two would see action together 
on the battlefield.  

Ultimately, about 9,000 
dogs were trained as war dogs, 
and 1,900 dogs and their han-
dlers saw active duty overseas. 
Each dog, along with his han-
dler, were issued a “dog” tag.

The heroism demonstrated 
by our veterans is a testimony 
to their commitment and for-
titude to America. Their devo-
tion to their four-legged com-
panions touches our hearts 
and reminds us of the bond 
between man and dog. 

There is a truly fabulous 
book written my Dr. William 
Putney, DVM who, along 
with Lt. William Taylor were 

responsible for the training 
of soldiers and dogs at Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina and 
Camp Pendleton, California. 

The book, “Always Faith-
ful: A Memoir Of The Marine 
Dogs Of World War II” is a 
declaration of our affection 
and a testimony to the soldiers 
and dogs that went through 
those training camps.

Some of the dogs were 
sent home and some died in 
the arms of the soldiers who 
they gave their life for. 

In Guam, 25 dogs lost 
their lives and are buried in a 
cemetery called War Dog Me-
morial. There is a statue of a 

Doberman Pinscher, which-
was modeled after a brave war 
dog named, Curt.  Inscribed 
are the dogs who never left 
that bloody battle. 

Nearby, there are the 
many soldiers who also lost 
their lives and whose mothers 
would never see their beloved 
sons’ faces again. 

One part of the program 
on the History Channel, that 
is particularly touching for 
me is when the narrator talks 
about the love and bond be-
tween soldier and dog, as we 
see footage of a soldier and 
dog sharing a can of rations 
together.

There are other War Dog 
memorials. One is located in 
Riverside, California, at the 
March Air Force Base. Anoth-
er is located at Fort Benning’s 
Infantry Museum in New Jer-
sey, which was dedicated on 
June 10, 2006.  

Currently, there is strong 
support for a memorial in 
Washington, D.C. I am going 
to take a leap of faith here, but 
I think that whether you are 
currently serving our country, 
a veteran or just a person who 
loves dogs, you will be great-
ly in favor of creating a dog 
memorial in the capital of the 
United States of America.

 

Side by Side with Soldiers on the Battlefield

Readers: Due to an error in the last issue of the Gateway Guardian, the second part of Jerry’s col-
umn was omitted. To read the entire article, please visit our website: wwwthegatewayguardian.com

(Player packages, private teams and sponsorship opportunities are available.)



          November 14, 2013                                                    Page 5LOCAL NEWS

By Larry Caballero

Central Basin Municipal 
Water District representatives 
joined the City of Cerritos 
and other community leaders 
to celebrate the Grand Open-
ing and Ribbon Cutting of a 
Demonstration Garden at El 
Rancho Verde Park located at 
7815 Denni Street.

“The El Rancho Verde 
Park Demonstration Garden is 
a great example of the attrac-
tiveness of a drought tolerant 
garden,” said Central Basin 
Board Director Phil Hawk-
ins. “In addition to being vi-
sually appealing, this garden 
also serves to educate about 
the water saving benefits that 

Central Basin, Cerritos Celebrate Demonstration Garden Opening

Presiding at the Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting of the El Rancho 
Verde Park Demonstration Garden were Cerritos Councilmember Carol 
Chen, Central Basin Municipal Water District Director Phil Hawkins, 
Mayor Bruce Barrows and Councilmember George Ray.

come along with this type of 
landscape.”

The Cerritos Demonstra-
tion Garden is part of a larger 
effort to encourage the use of 
drought tolerant plants and 

permeable surfaces for water 
efficient gardens. In 2007, the 
Department of Water Resources 
awarded Central Basin a grant 
to create five drought tolerant 
demonstration gardens in cities 

throughout the Central Basin 
service area. The grant provid-
ed a base amount of $10,000 
for each of the gardens.

“We have created an edu-
cational site for both adults 
and children to learn from and 
enjoy,” said Hawkins.

Other demonstration gar-
dens have been completed and 
can be visited at Clara Park in 
the City of Cudahy, Historic 
Sanchez Adobe in the City of 
Montebello and South Gate 
Park in the City of South Gate.

Central Basin Municipal 
Water District is a public agen-
cy that provides wholesale wa-
ter and non-potable recycled 
water to cities, mutual water 
companies and other entities.

  

Had a few questions, so let 
me clarify some of the points in 
my top 10 of the last issue of the 
Guardian. I’ll also let you know 
about our eventful trip to Nor-
mandy and throw a few obser-
vations about traveling.

Firstly (they say that in 
England), the Cobh stop was 
the first, and last, stop of the 
Titanic that wasn't an ice floe.  
To share one of the stories we 
heard, there was an English 
parson who took the 
ship from Southamp-
ton to Cobh only.  

Along the voy-
age he met someone 
who took to him and 
offered to finance the 
remainder of the trip. 
The parson wrote his 
superior for permis-
sion but was crestfall-
en to have it denied 
with the order to "re-
turn home immediate-
ly and get back to work."  

He, of course, survived as 
did the photographs he took on 
the short first leg of the journey. 
They are the only record of the 
last voyage to remain and show 
the rich at play on board as they 
sailed to their doom.

At St. Andrews, it was 
the tourists, not the golfers, 
who were roaming about the 
course, while the duffers were 
scattering tee shots thither and 
yon. It is apparent that OSHA 
has yet to gain a stronghold in 
the British Isles or everyone, 
golfer and tourist alike, would 
be wearing helmets.

 And about those motor 
coach trips, not all tour guides 
are created equal.  They ranged 
from excellent to soused with 
most falling somewhere in the 
middle. Our French lady in 
Normandy had excellent dic-

tion but awful pronunciation. 
She would perfectly mispro-
nounce English words such as 
"Tunks and jips."  After hear-
ing this a dozen times, we fi-
nally understood it to mean 
"tanks and jeeps."

And then there was Nor-
mandy. The cemetery was on 
beautifully kept grounds with 
marble crosses or Stars of Da-
vid that were reminiscent of 
Arlington with one exception. 
At Arlington the tombstones 
date from many wars over 
several hundred years while at 
Normandy they range over one 
battle and less than 100 days. 

We could see why so many 
died on June 6 when we visited 

the shell of a Nazi gun em-
placement on a ridge overlook-
ing Omaha and Utah beaches at 
low tide. The GIs slogged 400 
yards to the sandy shore carry-
ing 75 pounds of stuff.  

The 80 percent casualty 
rate is not surprising. We were 
surprised, however, to hear the 
story of the construction of 
"Mulberry J" - the world's first 
artificial port - by the Allies in a 
matter of days so all the materi-
el and men could come ashore. 
Were this first ever engineering 
feat unable to stand the pound-
ing of the Atlantic surf, the war 
would likely have been lost.

I did pick up a pebble 
from the cemetery to occupy 
a special place in my collec-
tion of stones from memorable 
places. A speck of lava from 
Santorini,  a bit from a con-
centration camp in Germany, 

dust from the original track of 
the Olympic Games and a me-
mento from the rose garden at 
the Hermitage are now joined 
on my top shelf of favorites by 
the D-Day chip. 

Now, about those observa-
tions over years of traveling: 

... Everyone loves where 
they are from. It was interest-
ing to hear the tour guides and 
locals identify what their area 
was best known for. Would you 
believe that the best Scotch 
whiskey in the world is made 
at at least six different cities in 
Scotland, has a different name 
at each place and they all have 
the trophies to prove it.

... As a rule the world is 
green and forested. 
Everywhere we drove 
there were woods, 
green fields and one 
cow or a goat for just 
about every human.  
Even the Orkney's and 
Scottish Highlands 
were green, although 
the trees were more 
like shrubs and hud-
dled together. Didn’t 
see much livestock 

but they may have tiny and 
lost in the weeds.

... Generally speaking, you 
had better choose your friends 
wisely centuries ago. Penalties 
for siding with a losing Earl, 
Emir, pasha or PooBah were 
generally fatal around the world.
... When you cruise on big 
ships, there are lotsof peo-
ple. The converse holds true.   
I guess there are advantages 
and disadvantages to both, 
but I prefer small-scale.

Let me know what you 
think about this column at 
b.hughlett@verizon.net. Next 
time look for more about our 
busy summer week in Ontario 
with Handel’s ice cream, Gra-
ber’s Olives and Kaiser’s life-
saving big oncology toaster.  In 
the near future join me on a trip 
down Pioneer Blvd with stops 
at businesses new and old.

By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Around & About the British Isles, Part 2

By Larry Caballero

Rotary Club of Cerritos-
Artesia Vice-President Lee 
Pfeffer welcomed honored 
guests, their families and local 
dignitaries to its Community 
Recognition Dinner at Fran-
tone’s Pizza & Spaghetti Villa 
in Cerritos. 

Honorees included Lake-
wood Sheriff’s Station Dep-
uty Gerardo Cruz for Artesia, 
Deputy William Richardson 
from the Cerritos Station, Fire 
Department Captain Mario 
Gonzales for the cities of Arte-
sia and Cerritos, Sergeant Greg 
Knapp for Artesia, and Brenna 
Rubio of the New Life Com-
munity Church for her work in 
the Artesia in Action program. 

Honorees thanked the Ro-
tary Club and city officials for 
recognizing their services and 
dedication to the community 
as first responders, as well as 
their families who have to sac-
rifice when they are on duty.

Captain Gonzales is a 20-
year veteran who is currently 
stationed at Fire Station 115, 
and Lieutenant Rick Harpham 
introduced Deputy Richardson 
as “a very important member 
of our team that is responsible 

Honorees posing for a photo at the Rotary Club Community 
Recognition Dinner include Sergeant Greg Knapp, Deputy 
Gerardo Cruz, Deputy William Richardson, and Captain 
Mario Gonzales. Rotary VP Lee Pfeffer smiles in the back.

Rotary Club Honors Local Heroes
for lowering the number of 
home burglaries in Cerritos by 
11 percent.”  

Cerritos Mayor Bruce 
Barrows and Councilmember 
Carol Chen also thanked the 
honorees for their service to 
the community.

Artesia Mayor Sally Flow-
ers praised Deputy Cruz and 
all of the law enforcement 
members for the low crime 
rate in her city, while Rotary 
Club and New Life Commu-
nity Church member Sharun 
Carlson introduced fellow 
church member Brenna Rubio 
and thanked her for the support 
that she, churches, the city and 
service organizations such as 
the Rotary give to residents.  

Rubio said, “I am always 
dreaming of how we can love 
our neighbors better and do 
good in our communities.”

Sergeant Knapp said that 
all of the law enforcement per-
sonnel do their job so well that 
they all make him look good, 
but Mayor Flowers said that 
he is always available at any 
time to assist her and the resi-
dences of Artesia. Presenters 
also included Mayor Pro-Tem 
Tony Lima and Councilmem-
ber Miguel Canales. 

Visit Our Website At
www.thegatewayguardian.com
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call today for a 
complimentary
implant consultation

Aarti Shah, DDS                               
562-809-8482

With this ad. One per family.                                     
Valid for non-insurance patients only.

Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Offer expires: 12/31/13

  $39 exam
Exam, X-rays & Cleaning

new patients only. scaling extra.                           
(in absence of gum disease)

Aarti Shah, DDS  
562-809-8482

 With this ad. 
Valid for non-insurance patients only.

Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Offer expires: 12/31/13

General & Cosmetic
Dentistry

Aarti Shah, DDS
17613 Pioneer Blvd. 
Artesia, CA  90701

562-809-8482
www.shahdentistry.com

For all your family dental needs.

Cerritos Optimists
Bringing out

Kids!the BEST in 
Our positive approach, our upbeat 
outlook, and our commitment to creating 
a more optimistic future for kids is what 
differentiates Optimist Clubs from any 
other volunteer opportunity.

For membership information, 
please contact Jerry Bernstein 
at 562-650-0427.

Halloween is always a 
popular holiday for children 
and adults alike, and several 
cities celebrated with festive 
parties and costumes, includ-
ing Vintage Cerritos Assisted 
Living where several residents 
competed for Best Costume.  

Artesia encouraged par- 
ents to bring children of all 
ages to Artesia Park to partici-
pate in the games and Trunk-
or-Treat Program where mem-
bers of the community were 

Above: Ready to frighten anyone from ages 1 to 100 at the Vintage Cer-
ritos Halloween Party were Norma Balster, 85, Mary Knous who said that 
she is 19 “and has never been kissed, but only slobberd on,” Barbi Dewey, 
88, and entertainer Cali Rose. Below: The Artesia City Hall staff dresses 
up as their favorite characters for Halloween. 

SPOOKTACULAR HALLOWEEN EVENTS

encouraged to participate in the 
new way of passing out candies 
by bringing a decorated car. 

Carnival games were also 
a crowd pleaser, as well as the 
annual costume and pumpkin 
carving contests.  

At Regional Park in Cerri-
tos, children enjoyed carnival 
rides and a large slide and a 
jumper. Children 5 and under 
participated in crafts and en-
tertainment in the gymnasium. 

A Haunted House provid-

People of all ages dress up in costume & enjoy festivities

Addison Beach, 
1, dresses up 
as her favorite 
character, 
Elmo from 
Sesame Street.ed a scary experience for those 

brave enough to enter, while 
food and game booths lined 
the parking lot. 

The Hawaiian Gardens ten-
nis court was converted into 
a Halloween playground with 
games, face painting, picture 
taking and a zoo that included a 
llama, chickens, rabbits and  pig-
lets. In the parking lot, haunted 
car trunks enticed the youngsters 
to receive goodies from adults 
dressed up in costumes.
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Restaurant Review

By Larry Caballero 
& William Lee

So, how far would you 
go to enjoy a delicious steak 
that is USDA certified Choice 
Black Angus? 

Not far after all! Park Ave 
Steaks & Chops Restaurant is 
located in nearby Stanton and 
is a popular spot for patrons 
who want to be served creative 
renditions of Classic American 
and Italian Cuisine in comfort-
able, classic surroundings. 

The restaurant is consis-
tently recognized for excel-
lence and is rated as one of the 
five best restaurants in Orange 
County in the annual Zagat 
survey.

That’s why we decided 
to take our wives there to cel-
ebrate our anniversaries. And 
we were very glad that we 
did. It was the first time din-
ing at Park Ave, but we knew 
it would not be our last.

Park Ave starts with all-
natural ingredients to end up 
with a healthy and enjoyable 
meal that you will long re-
member. 

It is the ideal restaurant 
for any special occasion, and it 
offers three special dining and 
entertainment options. 

Chef David Slay will 
provide you with a menu and 
event planning ideas that have 
earned him a reputation as one 
of the most creative chefs in 
the world of entertaining.

He is happy and proud 
to grow fresh produce on the 
property so you can enjoy the 
taste of homegrown and fresh-
ly picked organic ingredients 
that will linger on your pal-
ate and make your taste buds 
sing. 

The chef, sous-chefs, serv-
ers, bar tenders, preparers, and 
everyone at Park Ave are dedi-
cated to giving you a refined 
dining experience.

General Manager Man-
sour Yazdi manages the din-
ing room and restaurant ad-
ministration. He makes sure 
you enjoy a great meal, while 

Park Ave Is Perfect for Special Occasions

Pastry Chef Alice Castro is 
in charge of bread, buns, des-
serts, ice cream and more... 
all made fresh from scratch at 
Park Ave!  

Bill has known Mansour 
for more than 25 years when 
he owned Jade West Chinese 
Restaurant in Century City, 
and Mansour was the General 
Manager of Avenue Saloon 
that was later named Harper’s.  

He loves working at Park 
Ave, which has been open for 
nine years now on five acres that 
include the vegetable garden 
where 100 percent of its herbs 
and 60 percent of its greens are 
grown and served to patrons.

Orange Coast reported, 
“Our very first Restaurant of 
the Year winner back in 2010 
is still firing on all cylinders, 
single-handedly nurturing an 
oasis of dining in Stanton.” 

The restaurant has re-
ceived outstanding reviews 
through the years including the 
OC Register, which said, “The 
beauty, smell and feel of a gar-
den can be downright magical. 
And no one knows that magic 
better than David Slay, chef-
owner of the acclaimed Park 
Ave restaurant in Stanton.” 

Los Angeles Times stated, 
“With good, simple cooking, 
moderate prices, a fun and 
comfortable atmosphere and 
a wonderful wine list priced 
affordably, it’s perfect for the 
times.” 

From the front door to the 
fireplace, Park Ave has all the 
style and warmth for an el-
egant evening for two or a ca-
sual lunch gathering with good 
friends.  

Enjoy wine by the glass, 
Specialty Drinks that include 
Honey Bee Margaritas and 
Hornitos Reposado, and draft 
bottles, microbrews and im-
ports. 

Choose a simple mixed 
lettuce or iceberg “wedge” 
salad, or enjoy a blackened 
salmon salad. Luncheon en-
trees include sandwiches and 
burgers cooked to perfection 
with fresh Ground Angus Beef 
and a house made bun brushed 
with garden herbs, a Turkey 
Club served on fresh sour-
dough pepper with bacon and 
mayo, and a scrumptious filet 
mignon.

Also enjoy a grilled skirt 
steak salad marinated with ma-
ple, soy, molasses and ginger.

Park Ave was recognized 
as one of the “Best Gold Med-
al Restaurants in the United 
States” and LOS ANGELES 
magazine went so far as to in-
clude David Slay on a list of 
“300 Reasons Not To Pack Up 
and Leave L.A.”

Park Ave is open Tuesday 
thru Friday 11:00 a.m., Satur-
day & Sunday 4:00 p.m., closed 
Monday. It is located at 11200 
Beach Blvd., Stanton, CA 
90680  • 714.901.4400.  

Coming Next Issue: Review of Food Trucks

  Our Readers’ 
  Favorite Restaurants

Cindy Yen Chen - Royal Garden Restaurant
11828 South St.  Cerritos  “Hong Kong Style Spicy Crab”

Dr. Steven Sherman - Wood Ranch BBQ & Grill 
12801 Towne Center Drive, Cerritos  “BBQ Chicken”

Tony Lima - Bacana Grill, 11700 South St., Artesia
“Mix and Match Meats & Fish / Buffet”

Okina Dor - Shanghai Restaurant 18311 Pioneer Blvd., Arte-
sia “Sauteed String Beans to Die For”

Elayne Shiohama - OffStreet Cafe  11020 Artesia Blvd., 
Cerritos  “Panini Turkey Sandwich”

Jim Weisenberger - Amor y Tacos  13333 South St., 
Cerritos  “It’s All Good!”

Chris Svensk- Grandstand Grill   13357 South St., Cerritos   
“Great Breakfast”

Chef David Slay, Pastry Chef Alice Castro, and General Manager Mansour 
Yazdi are happy and proud to grow their own produce so that guests can 
enjoy the taste of home-grown and freshly picked ingredients.

The Atomic Eats food truck 
dinner rally is held outside 
of Babies R Us in Cerritos at 
11540 South St. every Wednes-
day night. The weekly feast 
takes place in the store's parking 
lot from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Food Truck Dinners 
The Nov. 21 dinner lineup 

includes:

Waffles De Liege 
Cousins Maine Lobster 

White Rabbit 
Rancho A Go Go 

Belly BombZ 
Bobo Tacos 
Eat em Up  

Gringos Tacos 
Currywurst Truck 

Rajun Cajun

   Pumpkin Pie Cake
  4 cups pumpkin                                3/4 tsp. salt
  12 oz. can evaporated milk           1/2 tsp vanilla
  3 eggs                                        2 tsp. cinnamon
  3/4 cup sugar      1tsp. nutmeg
  1/2 tsp. clove

Readers: Send us your favorite restaurant and why you 
like it. Or recommend a local restaurant for us to review.

Beat well.  Pour into 9 x 13 inch cake pan. 
Sprin-kle 1 box of yellow cake mix and 1 cup 
chopped walnuts over pumpkin mixture. 
Drizzle 1 1/2 sticks melted butter over the above.  
Bake at 350 degrees for 50 minutes.
Serve with whipped cream or Cool Whip.

ASHOKATHE GREAT

D  Great Indian Cuisine  D   
D  Great Service  D   

D  Great Atmosphere D  

THE BEST LUNCH BUFFET IN TOWN!

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701 562-809-4229
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Coat Collection
Soroptimist International of Artesia-Cerritos is teaming up with One 
Warm Coat to provide coats to assist homeless and low income people     
in our community.  All new and gently used clean coats will be donated to:

Naomi House - a residential shelter for homeless female Vets 
co-sponsored by the Salvation Army and  Los Angeles Veterans Hospital 
Lydia House - a shelter for women and children supported by the Long 
Beach Mission.

Where do you donate your coat?
	Give it to a Soroptimist Member 
	Drop it off at one of our meetings, (2nd and 4th Wed., 6 p.m. @ Coco’s) 
	Call Pat Law at (562) 537-9117  for questions or pick up arrangements 

January 31, 2014 is the last day to donate

(Above) Depositing playing cards into gift boxes were Dorothy Owen, 
1st CEB Adoption Committee President, Judy Nakamura, an employee of 
Hawaiian Gardens Casino, and her daughter Jennifer Nakamura, Cerritos 
Chamber Ambasssador. (Below) Members of the Gahr High School Na-
tional Honor Society box up 500 deodorants they collected for the care packages.

1st CEB Collects Items for Care Packages
Hawaiian Gardens Casino Donates 800 Decks of Cards

By Janet Beach

The 1st CEB Adoption 
Committee recently received a 
donation of 800 decks of play-
ing cards from the Hawaiian 
Gardens Casino to be used in 
care packages for the Marines 
in Afghanistan. 

The Friends of the 1st CEB 
plan to mail the care packages 
overseas to about 500 Marines 
in January. They recently so-
licited outside local grocery 
stores, where they received 
many of the items on their list, 
which included peanut butter, 

beef jerky, tuna, trail mix, in-
stant noodles, granola bars, 
nuts, gum, candy and more.

Local schools and civic 
organizations are also partici-
pating. Gahr High School’s 
National Honor Society col-

lected 500 deodorants, and Ar-
tesia High School student body 
donated 500 boxes of Zip Loc 
bags. Cerritos High has col-
lected 500 hand sanitizers, and 
Valley Christian High School 
is collecting hard candy .

Also donating items are 
many civic organizations, in-
cluding the Artesia-Cerritos 
Woman’s Club,  American As-
sociation of University Women 
(AAUW), Gadabouts, Cerritos 
College Veterans Club, Artesia 
Cerritos  Lions Club, and Ro-
tary Club of Cerritos.

The last time the Friends 
of the 1st CEB sent care pack-
ages was in May 2012, when 
they mailed more than 70 large 
boxes to the Marines in Af-
ghanistan. 

The 1st CEB Adoption 
Committee was formed in 
2007 after the City of Cerritos 
formally adopted the 1st CEB-
Battalion. This group of volun-
teers, led by president, Dorothy 
Owen, sponsors many fund-
raisers throughout the year.

Anyone who would like 
more information about how 
to become a member or how to 
donate to the Friends of the 1st 
CEB should visit their website 
at www.friendsofthe1stceb.org. 

By Larry Caballero

Vapor Craze owners, Tony 
Tuor and Pun Theng, recently 
welcomed the Artesia Cham-
ber of Commerce Board and 
members, community lead-
ers and friends to their Grand 
Opening  and Ribbon Cutting 
of their new store. 

They specialize in the sell-
ing electronic cigarettes and 
quality vaping products that 
are considered to be a modern 
smoking alternative. 

U.S. consumers will spend 
$1 billion on battery-powered 
smokes this year, 10 times 
more than they did four years 
ago. E-cigarettes come in cho-
colate and butter rum flavors, 
and proponents think inhaling 
nicotine vapor is a safer alter-
native than smoking regular 
cigarettes.

Tuor was born in Garde-
na, raised in Long Beach and 
graduated from Devry Univer-
sity with a major in electronics 
and engineering.  For a num-
ber of years he was retail or 
general manager for Staples, 
Old Navy and Nextel, but he 
knew he would own a business 
someday.  

He teamed with his cousin 
Pun to open Vapor Craze last 
July, and both are pleased with 
the responses they are receiv-
ing from customers.

“E-Cigarettes offer so 
many benefits that regular cig-
arettes can’t,” said Tuor.  “It is 
definitely the modern alterna-
tive to smoking.” He reminds 
people that regular cigarette 
smoking is one of the top five 
killers in the world.

He never smoked himself, 
but he has plenty of family and 
friends who have. He believes 
“vaping” is a much safer and 
more healthful alternative 
to smoking, and there is no 
second hand smoke to worry 
about. “There is no ash, tar or 
tobacco with our products,” 
said Tuor.

Tuor is ready to partner 

Vapor Craze Comes To Artesia

Vapor Craze owner Tony Tuor and his Lead Associates Levi Lax and Ryan 
Bongolan are always ready to answer customer questions about a new, 
modern smoking alternative called vaping. 

with the city of Artesia, and 
that’s why he joined the Cham-
ber.  He wanted everyone to 
know that all 35 juices used 
in the vaping devices sold at 
his store are made locally in a 
clean, sterile environment, and 
all of the devices and products 
he sells are of a high grade and 
FDA approved.

When customers enter his 
store, they have a variety of 
options to choose from that in-
clude basic setups and starter 
kits to higher end devices.  Soon 
Tuor hopes to offer a 24-carat 
and titanium vaping device that 
will cost $800 and up.

He believes in giving back 
to the community, and his store 
will team up with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society or Stand 
Up For Cancer to raise funds 
by holding raffles as well as a 
canned food drive for the Long 
Beach Mission.

“This is what I’ve always 
wanted to do,” said Tuor.  “And 
now I’ve achieved the Ameri-
can Dream.”

Vapor Craze is located at 
City Plaza Shopping Square, 
11660 South Street in Artesia.

Recently, the Cerritos City 
Council voted 5-0 to establish 
a moratorium on retail stores 
that sell vaporizer devices and 
electronic cigarettes.

The ordinance would pro-
hibit the establishment, loca-
tion, use and operation of new 
retail sites whose focus is sell-
ing the devices. It would not 
affect other retailers that sell 
the products, like drug stores 
and liquor stores.

The moratorium will last 
45 days. The council will de-
cide at its Nov. 25 meeting 
what is an “appropriate exten-
sion” of the moratorium,” said 
Ryan Carey, advance planning 
manager for the City of Cer-
ritos.

Carey said the moratorium 
allows the city time to study 
the effects of the devices, in-
cluding potentially harmful 
impacts to the public’s health.

Dear Duchess,
I am so excited about all of  
the Veterans Day celebra-
tions!  My mommie will pick 
you up about 10a.m. That 
should give you plenty of time 
to look fabulous in your red, 
white and blue outfit!  My 
mommie bought 
me a darling 
skirt and top 
with accessories 
from our 
favorite place to 
shop, PetSmart.  
My grand-
daddy was in World War II 
and served with his Marine 
somewhere in the Pacific. I 
was thinking of wearing my 
granddaddy’s dog tags. What 
do you think?
All dressed up in red, white 
and blue.

Dear Girlfriend,
I am so excited about all of 
the Veterans Day activities, 
too. I just can’t wait!  I think 
you should wear your grand-
daddy’s ‘dog tags’. He would 
be so proud of you!!! And you 
are going to look so patriotic 

and beautiful!!
P.S. My mommie 
wrote a column 
about the Dogs 
of War. I hope 
you like it!                       
Duchess

Are you having problems 
with your human? Please 
email me at mkimsey@
thegatewayguardian.com.  
Don’t forget to send along 
a photo.

Duchess is a gorgeous, 
5-year-old English bulldog 
who loves her mistress and 
cookies. She is in the process 
of writing her autobiography.

  

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

from the GATEWAY GUARDIAN staff
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Governor Brown has 
signed into law a bill au-
thored by Assemblymem-
ber Cristina Garcia that 
will take effect in January 
2014 that updates the law 
to add the offense of cy-
ber-bullying to the current 
anti-bullying statutes. 

Superintendents and 
school principals are now 
designated to discipline 
students who use com-
puters, smartphones and 
social media to perpetuate 
harassing and threaten-
ing behavior while away 
from the school campus. 

“Once cyber-bullying 
is discovered in a text, 
email, or in any form, 
this law will give school 
officials the tools to pur-
sue bullies and protect 
the well-being of our stu-
dents,” Garcia said.

Currently, students in 
grades 4-12 who engage 
in bullying can be disci-
plined only if it occurs 
while traveling to and 
from school, on campus 
during school hours, or as 
part of a school sponsored 

Governor Brown Signs Cyber-
Bullying Legislation into Law

activity. Current law is si-
lent on cyber-bullying.

“AB 256 closes a 
large loophole in anti-
bullying law to match the 
reality we live in today by 
updating laws written be-
fore the explosive growth 
of electronic devices and 
instant communication,” 
said Garcia. 

“By supporting this 
bill, the Governor and the 
Legislature have made 
a clear statement that 
student bullying is unac-
ceptable, and that it will 
not be tolerated in any 
way, shape or form,” she 
concluded.

Statistics show that 
cyber-bulling has become 
a growing problem and is 
a major distraction for 
teachers and students. 

One in six parents al-
ready knows that a child 
has been bullied over so-
cial media, and in over 
half of these cases their 
child was a repeat victim. 

Garcia spoke of-
her time as a classroom 
teacher and what she 

experienced.“Cyber-bul-
lying is unique in that it 
deteriorates the trust be-
tween the students and 
the teacher.  

Students expect tea-
chers to quickly respond 
and intervene on their be-
half, but often our hands 
are tied,” she said.  

“Instead of being 
engaged about the day’s 
lesson, students are pre-
occupied about what’s 
being posted about them 
or worried they might be 
the next victim online.”

She feels that every 
young person should be 
able to thrive in school 
without the added stress 
of being bullied. “I am 
very pleased that my col-
leagues in the Legislature 
and the Governor agree.”

Assemblymember 
Garcia spoke on her leg-
islation at the Freedom 
From Bullying Day event, 
in Honor of Disability 
History Month, held on 
Oct. 19 at the Rancho 
Los Amigos Rehabilita-
tion Center in Downey.

 
I wish to thank the ABC community that supported me on this campaign trail.  
We were in it together…and together we won!  Thank you to those that gave 
me your endorsement, walked a precinct, made phone calls, made a donation, 
put up a lawn sign and have been by my side for the past 80 days…

•	 ABC Federation of Teachers - Ray Gaer, Ruben Mancillas, Richard Hathaway, Tanya Golden, 
Jill Yasutake and all the ABC classroom teachers

•	 American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees – Linda Harbin
•	 California School Employees Association – Rebecca Michel-Macias
•	 Congresswoman Linda Sanchez
•	 Congressman Alan Lowenthal
•	 LA County Board of Supervisor Don Knabe
•	 California State Assemblymember Tony Mendoza (fmr)
•	 Artesia Councilmembers Miguel Canales and Victor Manalo
•	 Cerritos Mayor Bruce Barrows, Mayor ProTem Mark Pulido and Councilmembers Carol 

Chen and George Ray
•	 Former Cerritos Mayors Gloria Kappe, Sherman Kappe, Diana Needham and Barry Rabbitt
•	 Hawaiian Gardens Mayor Victor Farfan, Mayor ProTem Mike Gomez and Councilmember 

Michiko Oyama-Canada
•	 Lakewood Mayor Steve Croft and Councilmembers Diane DuBois and Jeff Wood
•	 Norwalk Vice Mayor Marcel Rodarte
•	 Cerritos College Board Trustees Dr. Bob Hughlett and Dr. Shin Liu
•	 ABC Unified School Board President Celia Spitzer, Vice President Sophia Tse and School 

Board Members Olympia Chen, Armin Reyes and Maynard Law
•	 Bellflower Unified School Board Member Debbie Cuadros
•	 Artesia Beautification and Maintenance Commissioner Karen Speers
•	 Artesia Planning Commissioner Michele Diaz
•	 Cerritos Economic Development Commissioner Rif Wiguna
•	 Cerritos Fine Arts and Historical Commissioners Janet Beach and Doris Iglesias
•	 Cerritos Planning Commissioner Becky Lingad
•	 Cerritos Property Preservation Commissioner Levi Javier
•	 Cerritos Community Safety Committee Member Jim Giordano
•	 Cerritos Let Freedom Ring Committee Member Melette Lampino
•	 The Leelin Family – Owner of Goldilocks Restaurant
•	 The Yokoyama Family – Owner of Century 21 Wise Ol Owl Office
•	 My father, Samuel Johnson - Chief Petty Officer, USN Retired
•	 Campaign Coordinators:  Marissa Rebaya, Lauren Poblete and Marissa Sunio, Esq. 
•	 Campaign Team:  Jonathan Kraus, Leslie Machado, Roy Poblete Jr., Linda Bautista, Katrina 

Castillo, Marlon Espina, Swanny Wiguna, Nancy Nagayama, Carol Hojo, Susan Joe, Isabel 
Magana, Esther Machado, Judy Matsumoto, Albert Lapuz, Gloria Pulido, Pete and Lorna 
Dionisio, Gani and Remy Azucenas, Dolly Serrano, Linda Seki, Aaron Seki, Julia Sarno, 
Dan Nino, Joe Iglesias, Carol Uchiyama, D’Juana Murrillo, Cristina Pajo, Joe DeGuzman, 
Tiffanie Abacan, Aide Alberto, Elizabeth Alfaro, Isabella Del Campo, Carla McKernie, 
Giovanni Navarro, Madalyn Pinheiro, Randy Pulido, Tania Rodriguez, Kelly Vo  (partial list)

A special thanks to the voters in the ABC community for placing their trust and 
confidence in me by re-electing me to serve on the School Board for the next four years.

       Lynda Johnson
       Governing Board Member – Clerk
       ABC Unified School District

Lynda  Johnson
Says 

THANK YOU

By Larry Caballero

ABC Adult School is expanding its 
Advisory Board to represent more ca-
reer specific courses that are offered in 
its Vocational Education programs.  

The Board exists as a bridge be-
tween the school and the community it 
serves, and its role is to assist the coor-
dination of school objectives and ser-
vices with the needs of the businesses 
in its service area.  

“In this age of fast moving technol-
ogy, this connection between educa-
tion, industry and community is crucial 
to student success,” said ABC Adult 
School Job Developer/Program Coor-
dinator Mary Pinedo, at a recent Advi-
sory Board Luncheon. 

More than 50 business leaders, in-
structors and students met at this lun-
cheon to discuss  the school’s strong 
commitment to Career Technical Edu-
cation (CTE) in the areas of Office Oc-
cupations, Web/Graphics, Medical Oc-

ABC Adult School Expands Advisory Board
cupations and It Technical classes.

Principal Pao-Ling Guo and Assis-
tant Principal Joyce Jessa said, “It’s all 
about retraining our students for real 
jobs in the 21st century.”  

ABC Adult School is proud of its 
high student retention and completion 
rate. “Our students get hired when they 
graduate from our programs,” said 
Jessa.

Lead instructor Rachelle Schultz 
told participants that “we want to part-
nership with you.” Business leaders 
were encouraged to recruit ABC Adult 
School students as interns in their busi-
nesses for class credit and experience 
at no cost to the business.

The ABC Board is planning a Com-
munity Job Fair for March 7, where job 
opportunites may be explored.

CTE classes are well attended at 
ABC Adult School with most students 
enrolled in Information Technology, 
Health Science and Medical Technolo-
gy, and Finance and Business classes.

Optimist Immediate Past President, Jack Reidy, congratulates his successor, President 
(Judge) Phil Hickok, at the club's Nov. 7 meeting for conducting his first two meet-
ings with the proper decorum fitting a retired judge. The club held its 43rd Installation  
Dinner at the Old Ranch County Club in Seal Beach on Sept. 21. The Optimists meet 
the first, second and fourth Thursdays at 7 a.m. at the Off Street Cafe across from 
Gahr High School and on the third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  

2013-14 Optimist President Phil Hickok

The Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce held a Business Networking Breakfast 
Nov. 6 at Vintage Cerritos adjacent to the Cerritos College campus. Approximately 32 
chamber members attended, giving them an opportunity to network and learn about each 
other’s businesses. On Nov. 14 the Chamber will sponsor its 11th Annual Turkey Bowl 
at the A&F Cerritos Bowl. On Dec. 5 the Chamber will hold its Holiday Luncheon fol-
lowed by its Holiday Mixer on Dec. 12. Both will be held at the Sheraton Cerritos Hotel.

Cerritos Chamber Holds
Business Networking Breakfast
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, LLC
WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

scott@angelesinstitute.edu     www.angelesinstitute.edu

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Lic. #0578496

Steve Vicencia, CPCU
President

20  Centerpointe Dr.  #100
La Palma, CA  90623-1078
P.O. Box 4919
Cerritos, CA  90703-4919

(714) 739-3177  
FAX (714) 739-3188
Email:  sfvicencia@vicencia.com

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com  • 562.493.6653

Consumer Banking
11900 South St.
Cerritos, CA 90703

Telephone:  562-865-1839
Facsimile:   562-865-3569
ServiceLine:  800-935-9935

Donald D. Kent
Relationship Banker
Vice President
NMLS ID: 671237

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD 

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

13357 South Street
Cerritos, CA  90703
562-860-7005

info@grandstandgrill.com
       www.grandstandgrill.com

As we continue with the 
“Learning by Heart” year, I 
was reminded of a prayer by 
Mother Teresa. It is good to remind ourselves of the 
goodness and kindness of Mother Teresa, and also 
that in spite of what we are told, we should always 
follow her lead in dealing with others. I hope you en-
joy these words….

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-
centered. Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, many may accuse you of selfish, 
ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful 
friends and some genuine enemies. Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and sincere, people may deceive 
you. Be honest and sincere anyway.

What you spend years creating, others could        
destroy overnight. Create anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, some may be 
jealous. Be happy anyway.

The good you do today, will often be forgotten.     
Do good anyway.

Give the best you have, and it will never be  
enough. Give your best anyway.

In the final analysis, it is between you and God.     
It was never between you and them anyway.

Mother 
Teresa’s 
Prayer

Being Grateful Can
Relieve Stress

Studies have shown that when people fo-
cus on what they are grateful for, they actually 
live healthier, more fulfilling lives. 

Taking some time to be grateful can actu-
ally relieve stress and bring perspective on 
a stressful situation. Gratitude frees us from 
looking at what is not working and reminds us 
what is working.

Here are some ideas on how to keep an at-
titude of gratitude alive in our hearts:

•         Keep a gratitude journal
•         Say a prayer of thanksgiving every morning              
    to thank God for another day
•  Take the time to thank a friend/loved one for  
    their support
•  Count your blessings before you go to bed  
    at night
•  Begin a meeting with a brief time of grati- 
    tude, give people time to share what they  
    are grateful for

“If the only prayer you ever said was 
“thank you” that would be enough.” 

Meister Eckhart.

Food Distribution - We serve 
150-200 local families each Sat-
urday morning, from 9:30-11 
a.m., in the south parking lot. 
(Serving teams arrive by 8:45 
a.m.)

• Suggest or Organize a 
Thanksgiving Food Drive – At 
your workplace, school, or oth-
er organization on behalf of the 

New Life Community Church - www.nl-cc.org/
Food Distribution Serves 150-200 Familes

Food Distribution. Food must be 
returned by Monday, Nov. 18th. 
Materials available on website                                                    

• Collection bins are in the lob-
by. Please deposit food for Thanks-
giving baskets.

• Join a Monthly Team - Friday 
or Saturday mornings! Sign up with 
Joanne Verhoeven, 714-377-6611, 
randyjoanne@yahoo.com.

Cerritos Presbyterian Church & 
Christ Central of Southern California

What:  FREE tutoring 
PreK - 12th grade

When: Every Saturday morning
10 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

Where:  11814 178th St. Artesia
3rd floor of the education building

Contact: Jennifer
outreach.ccsc@gmail.com
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By Larry Caballero

Long-time Cerritos resi-
dent Mickey Christiason is 
dedicating his retirement years 
to serving his community as a 
volunteer. Although he has en-
dured two kidney transplants, 
he isn’t about to slow down.

“My life now is dedicated 
to community service, and I 
plan to stay active as long as I 
can,” said Christiason.

He’s a founding member 
of the Cerritos Friends of the 
1st Combat Engineer Battal-
ion (CEB), Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station Volunteers on Patrol 
(VOP) Program, past Rancho 
Los Amigos Rehabilitation 
Center Advisory Board mem-
ber, and an active member in 
the Southern California Wood-
ie Club where he has attended 
multiple car shows.

As a CEB volunteer, 
he participates in numerous 
events that support Marines 
and their families. He visits 
wounded warriors at Camp 
Pendleton and recognizes the 
fallen heroes each year at the 
Memorial Day Remembrance 
event at the Cerritos Veterans 
Memorial.

Christiason said that Cer-
ritos is the only city in Los An-
geles County that has adopted 
a Marine battalion, and he is 
very proud of that.

As a VOP at the Sheriff’s 
Station, he participates in resi-

ical Center to visit wounded 1st 
CEB Marines amputee patients 
from improvised explosive de-
vices (IED’s), or homemade 
bombs, and the gravesite of 
Sgt. Heede at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. He was one 
of the first members of the 1st 
CEB who was Killed in Action 
after Cerritos adopted the bat-
talion.

In his wallet he carries 
his father’s U.S. Army dog 
tag from Korea along with a 
special 1st CEB/USMC Chal-
lenge Tag.

“I display my woodie and 
tribute at the Cerritos Memo-
rial Day and Veterans Day cer-
emonies each year, and I honor 
all fallen first responders both 
in law enforcement and fire 
department at the Patriot Day 
Ceremony each year.”

He also volunteers, orga-
nizes and participates in Christ-
mas Toy Drives for the Naval 
Hospital, Wounded Warriors 
at Camp Pendleton and the 1st 
CEB Christmas Party. 

He has also attended 
Thanksgiving Programs for 
the 1st CEB and other units on 
base in support of Dana Point’s 
5th Marines Support group and 
a Christian organization called 
Comfort, Hope and Promise.

One of Christiason’s high-
lights was driving a Wounded 
Warrior in a Welcome Home 
Parade in San Clemente with 
his woodie club for the 2nd 
Battalion/4 Regiment Marines. 
When he’s not volunteering in 
his community, he enjoys wear-
ing colorful Hawaiian shirts 
whenever possible and driving 
his ‘73 911 Porsche Targa.

Christiason was born in 
1946 in Forest City, Iowa and 
moved with his family to Cali-
fornia when he was three. 

He attended local schools, 
graduated from Cal-State Los 
Angeles with a degree in Ther-
apeutic Recreation, and retired 
as a Recreation Therapist Su-
pervisor after 34 years.  

He and his wife moved to 
Cerritos about 35 years ago 
and raised two children.

Cerritos Resident’s Hobby Is To Serve

By Larry Caballero

Cerritos resident Linda 
Frisbey has been named a fi-
nalist in the Arts & Culture 
category of the Press-Tele-
gram’s fourth annual Amazing 
Women Awards program. 

Frisbey has lived in the 
Artesia-Cerritos community for 
more than 60 years, and her 
church has always been an in-
tegral part of her life. 

She loves singing in the 
choir at the Artesia-Cerritos 
Methodist Church. “My parents 
inspired me to always give back 
to my community, and when I 
sing, I feel that I am preaching 
a sermon and connecting with 
people,” said Frisbey. 

Her church has also recog-
nized her in the past as Woman 
of the Year.

 Frisbey still remembers 
singing at the first installation 
of Cerritos Chamber officers 
when she was only 14.

“The Chamber of Com-
merce gave me the opportuni-
ty to meet with people I’ve al-
ways admired and do so much 
for the city,” Frisbey said. “I’m 
honored to be in that place to 
connect with these people.”

“I can’t say enough about 
Linda,” said Cerritos Regional 
Chamber of Commerce Exec-
utive Director Scott Smith.

 “There are people you 
meet in life that you know 
you were supposed to meet, 
as they make your life better. 

Amazing Woman Nominee   
Is An Inspiration To Many

Press Telegram’s Amazing Woman nominee in the Arts and Culture catego-
ry, Linda Frisbey loves inspiring others and giving back to her community.

Linda is one of those special 
people. It’s important to note 
that while she is a wonderful 
singer, she is an astute busi-
nesswoman who helped lead 
the Chamber during a time of 
transition,”  he said. 

Frisbey loves mentoring 
people of all ages, especially 
young people. This is evident 
in the functions she organizes at 
her church like the Mother and 
Daughter Luncheon that she has 
chaired for the past 30 years. 

“As a person, she is an epit-
ome of grace, humility, service, 
leadership, kindness, friendli-
ness, sincerity and dedication,” 
said Norma Navarro, a fellow 
church member and Cerritos res-
ident who endorsed Frisbey for 
the Amazing Women program.

Frisbey and her husband 
have had an accounting firm in 
the city for 30 years, and they 
have also served as mentors to 
more than 50 college students 
who worked part-time there.

A cancer survivor, Frisbey 
said she wants to instill hope 
in others who are stricken with 
the disease. She does so by em-
phasizing the need to have a 
positive attitude and strong faith 
in God. “It was my faith that 
kept me alive,” said Frisbey.  

When not singing in the 
church choir, she joins the 
Celebration of Life Singers, 
a group of cancer survivors, 
who entertain during the holi-
days at hospitals “or any other 
uplifting places.”

dential vacation checks, moni-
toring areas with graffiti, check-
ing on the welfare of shut-ins, 
security checks of parks and 
schools, and conducting busi-
ness watches. He also assists 
with community traffic during 
special events and provides 
guided tours of the Sheriff’s 
Station. 

Christiason said his father 
has been an inspiration to him 
since he had served in both 
World War II and the Korean 
War as an infantryman. “He 
was a small town soldier from 
Iowa, but I consider him to be 
one of the great fallen heroes.” 

He and his wife vis-
ited Korea in 1976 as Group 
Study Program members with 
the Rotary to see where his 
father served and fought, and 
to France, Germany and Nor-
mandy in particular where his 
father fought during WW II.

He supports all branches 
of US military veterans and 
organizations and organized 
a display of woodies at last 
year’s Veterans Day celebra-
tion at the USS Iowa in LA 
Harbor.

Christiason and his wife 
have visited Walter Reed Med-

Showing off his 1960 red Woodie at a classic car show, Mickey Christiason 
also honors the fallen soldiers, as well as all active military personnel and 
veterans. He attends many partriotic events and 1st CEB activities, where 
he displays his car, along with the U.S. and Marine flags.

Supervisor Don and Julie Knabe celebrate his 70th 
birthday aboard the Queen Mary at his annual Octo-
berfest Celebration with their grandchildren. The 450 
guests were pleasantly surprised when members of 
the USC Marching Band joined the celebration.

Helping Grandpa blow out the candles on 
his birthday cake is Don’s grandson Kaden. 
Looking on are his granddaughters Kaitlyn, 
Christy and Kyla.

Attending Knabe's birthday celebration was a delegation from 
Artesia. They included Sheila and Tony Martins, Councilmem-
ber Victor Manalo and his wife, retired Judge Lyle McKenzie and 
friend, former Artesia Councilmember/Mayor Isidro Menezes and 
his son Paulo Menezes.

Supervisor Don Knabe Celebrates 70th Birthday
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MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595

www.michaelsfieldslaw.com/

Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Cerritos Senior Center
12340 South Street

A Variety of Vendors
Crafts for Children
Visit with Santa
Strolling Entertainment
Refreshments for Sale

For additional information, 
please call the 

Cerritos Senior Center 
(562) 916-8550


