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For the Record
In the June 26 edition of the Gateway Guardian, Artesia  City 

Councilmember Victor Manalo was misquoted as saying the es-
timated revenue that would be raised with a 5 percent utility tax 
would be $41 million. According to city officials, the actual esti-
mated annual revenue is approximately $750,000 annually. We 
apologize for the misquote.

By Jerry Bernstein

In a surprise move, the 
ABC Board of Education ap-
proved a motion by Board 
President Sophia Tse to reduce 
the proposed $235 million 
moderation bond issue to $195 
million.

 In introducing her motion, 
Tse expressed concern about 
the original amount of the 
bond issue and how it would 
affect homeowners’ monthly 
mortgage payments. 

Although the majority pres-
ent in the packed boardroom 
expressed support for the bond 
issue, homeowners expressed 
concern over the increase in 
their monthly payments. 

They said they were still 
paying off the 1997 school 
bond issue, the 2012 Cerritos 
College general obligation 
college bond  and the possibil-
ity of having their utility taxes 
and water rates increased.

One homeowner asserted 
a line has to be drawn, citing 
the trillions of dollars the fed-
eral government owes and the 

ABC Board Approves 
$195 Million Bond Issue 
for November Ballot

millions of dollars the state 
owes. “We have to draw the 
line somewhere,” he said. 

Everyone agreed the 
schools have to be upgraded 
but not how to pay for the up-
grades. Several property own-
ers urged delay so the commu-
nity-at-large could study the 
issues.  

Homeowner Dixie Primo-
sch said the community needs 
time to discuss the issues.
Property owner Carol Chen 
asked the board for a 90-day 
review period so public input 
could be heard. One parent, 
who favored the bond, said 
he had children in school and 
he wanted them to have the 
best education available. If 
his monthly payments had to 
be increased, he said it would 
be worth it. “Students need to 
know how to access informa-
tion,” he said.
Cost Based on Property 
Evaluation

District officials said  if 
approved by the voters, prop-

Cristina Garcia Is Guest Speaker 
at Artesia-Norwalk Chamber Luncheon

Attending the “State of the State” luncheon featuring Assemblymember Cristina Garcia (58th Dist.) in Norwalk  
(center) and sponsored by the Artesia and Norwalk Chambers of Commerce July 11 were: (l-r) Norwalk City 
Councilmember Cheri Kelly, Artesia Mayor Tony Lima, Norwalk Councilmember Luigi Vernola and Artesia City 
Councilmember Ali Taj.

Ribbon cutting ceremonies were held July 16 on the Cerritos College campus 
marking the opening of its new Liberal Arts/Disabled Student Program & Ser-
vices building. Participating in the ceremony were (front row from left) Board 
Members Marisa Perez, Dr. Shin Liu, John Paul Drayer, College President Dr. 
Linda Lacy, Board President Carmen Avalos, Board member Dr. Sandra Salazar, 
Dean of Disabled Programs and Services Dr. Lucinda Aborn, and ASCC Student 
Body President Miles Aiello, (back row-l-r) Instructional Dean of Liberal Arts 
Dr. David Fabish, Board Members Dr. Robert Hughlett and Bob Arthur.

Cerritos College Opens New Liberal Arts Building
Cerritos College officially 

opened its newly completed 
Liberal Arts/Disabled Student 
Programs and Services Build-
ing July 16 with a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony. More than 100 
people, including College of-
ficials, community members, 
dignitaries, faculty, staff and 
students were on hand for the 
ribbon cutting ceremony.

Cerritos College Presi-
dent/Superintendent Dr. Linda 
Lacy welcomed the guests and 
thanked the community for sup-

porting the College’s bond mea-
surers passed by the voters to 
modernize the campus. Dr. Lacy 
was joined by Board Trustees 
President Carmen Avalos, In-
structional Dean of Liberal Arts 
David Fabish, Dean of Disabled 
Student Programs and Services, 
Dr. Lucinda Aborn and the As-
sociated Students of Cerritos 
College President Miles Aiello.

This new state-of-the-art 
facility will ensure quality 
education and equal learning 
opportunities for many more 

generations of students to 
come, said Dr. Lacy.

“The new 40,000 sq. ft. 
two-story building at the north-
west corner of Alondra Boule-
vard and Studebaker Avenue 
will provide learning environ-
ment and support services to 
enhance student success,” she 
stated.

The first floor supports 
the Disabled Student Program 
and Services faculty and staff. 

See Cerritos College Page 11
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By Jerry Bernstein 

Elected in November 2012 
to the State Assembly from the 
58th District, Assembly Mem-
ber Cristina Garcia gave a re-
port on the “State of the State” 
to members of the Artesia and 
Norwalk Chambers of Com-
merce.

Garcia said, “With the 
economy picking up, the state 
is taking on more things you 
have to deal with. The increase 
in the minimum wage to $10 
an hour  is something that will 
affect you.” She said there was 
an initiative to raise it up to 
$15 next year, but that bill will 
probably not leave the Assem-
bly. “I supported the $10 raise 
spread out over a couple of 

years because I wanted to give 
something back to the work-
ers,” she said.

Garcia feels that things 
are getting better. “This year 
we’re trying to be a little more 
responsible. We’re starting to 
pay off our (state) debt, and 
we’re starting to invest in our 
communities. We put $2.1 bil-
lion this year in our reserve, 
something we haven’t been 
able to do for seven years.”

“We have a master plan,” 
she explained, “and we expect 
to have $5.2 billion in our re-
serve by the year 2017. We 
were able to pay off $12 bil-
lion in debt, and we’re serious 
about getting out from under 
that mountain.”

“One of my priorities is to 

invest in more two-year train-
ing. We need to invest in those 
kids who don’t have strong 
family support to go on to col-
lege where they can get train-
ing. We have to reinvest in 
those kids,” she asserted. 

We need to make sure the 
students have the basic skills 
to succeed.” She said the legis-
lature has also invested in pre-
school. “We have $150 million  
earmarked for preschool, and 
there were grants for commu-
nity college students. One of 
my priorities is to make sure 
students can transfer to a four- 
year college.” 

She said they were also 
investing in community infra-
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By Larry Caballero

Each year the Artesia-
Cerritos Rotary Club sponsors 
a Japanese Exchange Program 
with Japan that gives ABC 
high school students an op-
portunity to visit Japan and 
to learn about its educational 
programs and customs.

Students were surprised 
that the schools have no cus-
todians. It’s up to the students 
themselves to keep their class-
rooms clean, and none of the 
students complained about it.  

Whitney High student 
Rushik Gandhi said he did 
not think American students 

Rotary Club Sponsors 
Japanese Exchange Program

Thanking the Artesia-Cerritos Rotary Club at its weekly meeting at Home-
town Buffet in Cerritos for sponsoring them to attend their annual Rotary 
Japanese Exchange Program to Kakamigahara, Japan are: (l-r, back): ABC 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, Esther Zhou, Cerritos High; Austin Oyama, 
Cerritos High; Benjamin Barnett, Whitney High; Rushik Gandhi, Whitney 
High; and Amy Hanamoto, Whitney High; (l-r, front) Bria Overs, Arte-
sia High; Sandra Alvarado, Gahr High; Jeannell Shelton, Gahr High; and 
Amanda Oyama, Cerritos High.

would be as cooperative.  
Cerritos High School stu-

dent Austin Oyama enjoyed 
the Home Stay part the best 
of his trip because he was able 
to stay with a family in their 
home and see how they live.  

“I even had the opportu-
nity to walk the family dog 
and to see some of the local 
sights,” said Oyama.

The students loved the 
variety of foods, the cleanli-
ness of the streets and shop-
ping centers, and the friendli-
ness  of the people.  All of the 
students agreed that the most 
difficult thing to get used to at 
first were the toilets!

Cerritos-based Apex Com-
puter Systems recently donated 
42 HP 6720 laptops to ABC’s 
Education Foundation.  

Apex Computer Systems 
founders reached out to the 
ABC Education Foundation 
to determine information and 
technology needs at ABC.  

They found out that two 
computer classrooms lacked 
sufficient numbers of comput-
ers so that students could have 
one-to-one computer access.
They were also informed that 
a special needs transition-age 
class (special needs students 
18 to 22 years of age) had 
insufficient numbers of com-
puters for students to prac-
tice computer work skills as 
they transition from school to 
workplace.    

Apex then agreed to pro-
vide ABC with 42 used lap-
tops, which were picked up by 
ABC Education Foundation 
board members for delivery to 
the ABC classrooms.

Two computer classrooms 
will be developed  with this 
donation, and special needs 
students will receive two lap-
tops for their classroom.

Apex Computer Systems 
Donates 42 Laptops to ABC

Headquartered in Cerri-
tos, Apex Computer Systems, 
Inc. began in 1984 and today 
serves the information tech-
nology needs of clients rang-
ing from emerging small and 
medium-sized businesses to 
Fortune 500 enterprise corpo-
rations across the country.  

They strive to offer a 
complete range of solutions 
to help other companies grow 
and flourish, and to maintain 
this reputation for quality and 
commitment to both their cus-
tomers and the community.

Apex Computer Systems, 
Inc., is located at 13875 Cer-
ritos Corporate Dr., Cerritos, 
CA 90703.

The ABC Education Foun-
dation provides fundraising 
and resources support for the 
ABCUSD students, staff and 
schools. See www.abcedfoun-
dation.org or Twitter@abced-
foundation. 

ABC Unified School 
District serves nearly 22,000 
students at 30 school sites in 
Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian 
Gardens and portions of Lake-
wood, Long Beach and Nor-
walk.  

“That’s what you do when you 
are interested in saving money. 
She was only doing her duty as 
a board member,” he said.

Former Board Member 
James Kang said he was in 
favor of the district’s plan to 
renovate the schools. At the 
same time he said he opposed 
passing on the expense to the 
district’s homeowners.

He said when you add the 
$26 paid for Cerritos College 
bonds and $25 to the exist-
ing ABC bond, then you have 
add the proposed $12.50 each 
month for the new bond.

He suggested the Board 
look for other ways to fund the 
needed improvements before 
submitting the bond issue to the 
public on the November ballot. 

AFT President Ray Gaer 
noted the proposed bond was 
a facility and material bond. 
He said the bond could not be 
used for salaries. 

“Those teachers who have 
come up to the podium favor-
ing the bond are doing it strictly 
for the love of their students and 
the opportunities the bond issue 
will provide them,” he said. 

He added that district em-
ployees have no vested inter-
est in the bond issue except for 
the vested interest of the kids, 
who he described as 21st cen-
tury kids being taught in 20th 
century facilities. 

ABC Adult School Fall 
2014 Online Registration

Many Exciting New Classes!

Register at                                           
www.abcadultschool.com/asaonlinereg/            

  Or call our office at                                                     
(562) 926-6734                              

Fall 2014 Classes begin on Sept. 8, 2014.

ABC Board Bond Issue From Page 1

erty owners would pay ap-
proximately $12.50 per month 
or $150 annually. This is based 
on the average home  in the 
district having an assessed 
valuation of $300,000 or for 
every $100,000 in assessed 
valuation, the bond would add 
$50 per year. 

It was noted the bond 
money can only be used to 
fund safety, renovation and 
repair projects. As required by 
law, an independent Citizen 
Oversight Committee must be 
formed to oversee the bond 
program. No money can be 
used for salaries.

The bonds would be issued 
in three series: 2015, 2018 and 
2021 and will have a 30-year 
amortization. Chief Financial 
Officer Toan Nguyen said the 
proposed bonds will be current 
interest bonds and no Capital 
Appreciation Bonds will be  
issued.

Two speakers angrily 
spoke against the sugges-
tion by Board Member Lynda 
Johnson that the district should 
look  at the possibility of con-
solidating two Hawaiian Gar-
dens schools that have a stu-
dent population ranging from 
350 to 450 students. 

However, former Cerritos 
Councilmember and Mayor 
Paul Bowlen said board mem-
bers have to look at every factor. 

Next School Board Meeting: Tuesday, Aug 12  •  7 p.m.
District Office: 16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703
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ARTESIA:
Free Summer Food Program for Children at Artesia Parks
June 23 - Aug. 29
All children age 18 and under are welcome to participate in the 
free breakfast (9-10 a.m. at Artesia Park & 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
at AJ Padelford Park). The lunch program is available (12:30-
1:30 p.m. at Artesia Park & 12:30 - 1:45 at AJ Padelford Park. 
Meals are served Monday-Friday. Call (562) 860-3361 for 
Artesia Park and (562) 407-1723 for Padelford Park.

Family Fun Night - New!!!
July 31  • 6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
The Parks and Recreation Department is excited to bring 
two new family summer events to the community. Concert 
begins at 6:30 p.m. and movie, “The Barnyard,” will begin 
at 8 p.m. AJ Padelford Park & North Artesia Community 
Center, 11870 169th St., Artesia, CA 90701 

India Independence Day Celebration
Aug. 16  •  4 - 10 p.m.  Artesia Park & Albert O. Little 
Community Center, 18750 Clarkdale Ave.
Artesia, CA 90701  Enjoy live dancers, singers and 
motivational speakers and purchase a variety of food 
from local restaurants.

CERRITOS:
Grandparents Month Activity
July 25  •  Cerritos Senior Center

City of Cerritos & American Red Cross Blood Drive
Aug. 12  •  Cerritos Library Parking Lot
Any healthy person age 17 or older and weighing at least 
110 pounds may donate blood. All participants will receive 
2 complimentary tickets to the Laugh Factory!  Schedule an 
appointment by calling (714) 427-2605 or go to www.givelife.
org and use sponsor code: COC.

Aquarium on Wheels
Aug. 15  •  11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Cerritos Library Parking Lot
Dedicated to develop an appreciation for the wonders of the 
ocean, Aquarium on Wheels from the Long Beach Aquarium 
will deliver a memorable experience for all.

HAWAIIAN GARDENS:
14th Annual Robert Canada Friendship Pow Wow                                                                                                          
Aug. Saturday, Aug. 9 - 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.                        
Sunday, Aug. 10 - 12 noon to 6 p.m.
Furgeson Elementary School  
22215 S. Elaine Ave.   
Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716
For more information call: (562) 420-2641 ext. 256

City of Cerritos

Concerts 
Under The Stars

Come out and enjoy free concerts every Thursday 
this summer at Heritage Park in Cerritos at 7 p.m. 
Enjoy a picnic lunch with family and friends, and 
don’t forget to bring chairs and/or a blanket. 

July 10 Stone Soul  (Motown/R&B)
July 17 Knyght Ryder  (‘80s)
July 24 Smoothie Jones  (Reggae)
July 31 Adam’s Attic  (Pop/Rock)
Aug. 7      Smokin’ Cobras  (Oldies)
Aug. 14     The Funk-O-Matics  (Disco)
Aug. 21     Big Papa & TCB (R&B)
Aug. 28     Tease Band  (Latin Jazz)
Sept. 4     Abbey Road  (Beatles Tribute)

By Melinda Kimsey

Tell me a little bit about your 
background and issues that 
are important to you.

First of all, thank you for 
the opportunity to speak with 
you about the great City of Ar-
tesia. I was born in Pakistan 
and raised there, as well as in 
Europe and the United States. 
I moved back to Pakistan and 
then finally came to live in the 
United States in 1998. 

I started a small garment 
manufacturing business in 
Gardena, and later I sold that 
business. I became interested 
in the financial world and 
worked in several manage-
ment and leadership positions. 

I have degrees in econom-
ics and political science, and 
I earned a Master’s Degree in 
Public Administration from 
the University of Punjab in 
Lahore, Pakistan. 

In 2011-12, I decided to take 
a step back from the corporate 
world and build my own busi-
ness, and this allowed me time 
to reach out to the community 
and the many volunteer oppor-

tunities that were available. 
I find this very satisfy-

ing, and I enjoy philanthropic 
work. Through my volunteer 
work, I met a lot of people liv-
ing in Artesia, and I became 
aware that there was a need to 
help people. In 2013, I started 
thinking about running for the 
Artesia City Council. 

What did you discover as 
you were running for City 
Council?

I put all of my efforts into 
running a very professional 
campaign. When I first started 
walking and asking questions, 
the residents were very polite, 
But the second time I walked, 
residents started to ask me 
questions, and that showed   
me me that they were inter-
ested in me and what I could 
do for the City. 

The third time I walked, 
the residents were happy to 
see me, and I realized that I 
could be successful in win-
ning a council seat. I wanted 
to reach out to the community 
and engage the residents in a 
partnership.

I take any challenge as an 
opportunity and believe that 
they are change driven. I see 
being on the council for the 
last six months as an oppor-
tunity to reach out to the resi-
dents and surrounding cities. 

We need to market the 
City. Artesia is a viable city 
that is entering into a great 
building phase, and I want to 
be sure that other communities 
realize that the City is welcom-

ing new businesses.  

What do you see as the chal-
lenges of being on City Coun-
cil as an elected official?

With city government, we 
have many factors to consider, 
and I feel that this is good be-
cause the residents are trusting 
us to take care of their needs. 
The council works very well to-
gether, and we make decisions 
that will benefit the residents. 

I know that the City of Ar-
tesia is becoming more well 
known by other cities, as we 
are growing and building and 
changing into a very focused 
and successful business-ori-
ented city, yet we still have a 
home town feeling. 

We are very excited about 
the new townhomes that are be-
ing built on Pioneer Blvd. This 
is another sign of the coopera-
tion between the City of Arte-
sia and the City of Cerritos.

Do you have any special pro-
grams that you would like to 
speak about?

There are many special 
programs that the council 
wants to implement, and that 
why the utility tax is so im-
portant. The proposed tax rate 
increase is 4.9 percent, which 
means an average bill is go-
ing to be raised about $7.50 
per month. This money is go-
ing to stay in our hometown of 
Artesia. The residents will see 
that the money will be used for 
public safety, Sheriff’s Depu-

New Artesia Councilmember - Ali Taj

See Ali Taj Page 9

Cristina Garcia Is Guest Speaker From Page 1

Artesia and Norwalk city officials, Cerritos College Board Members Bob Arthur 
and Dr.  Shin Liu, Norwalk Chamber President Toni Grijalva and Artesia Cham-
ber President Parimal Shah and Norwalk City Council members Cheri Kelly and 
Luigi Vernola along with friends and business associates attended the State of the 
State Luncheon with Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia.

structure. “We put $480 mil-
lion in our infrastructure for 
communities this year. For 
small businesses we have seed 
money for new programs. We 
want to make sure that there 
are small businesses in the 
community,” she said.

She said she will be going 
on a trade mission. “I want to 
learn so we can bring dollars 
into our county and state. If I 
see something big, I want to 
make sure we have someone 
here to help them look at our 
area for their expansion, which 
means more jobs,” She also 
noted the governor has given 
small business a year exten-
sion on employee health cov-
erage. “We’re working with 
them to see how to fix it,” she 

said.  She said she believed in 
small business, and we have to 
let them grow. 

Cerritos College Board 
Member Bob Arthur asked 
what the status was on the 
Senate Bill 850 that would 
let community colleges offer 
Bachelor’s Degrees in certain 
courses. Garcia replied it was 
still in committee in the Sen-
ate. She supports the concept.

Asked about the Bullet 
Train, she said she voted in 
favor of the transportation bill 
in which 20 percent will go to 
the Bullet Train, 20 percent 
to local transportation and 15 
percent to affordable housing. 
She added that she was not 
a big fan of the Bullet Train. 
“We should be doing more 

about the Orange Line (light 
rail). That should be our prior-
ity,” said Garcia.

Asked about the legaliza-
tion of marijuana, she said, 
“They are studying the states 
that have legalized it.” She be-
lieves it will be at least two years 
before a decision is made.

Asked why Adult Educa-
tion was not specified in the 
Education Bill. Garcia said 
the bill leaves it was up to the 
local school district to fund 
adult education. She said the 
governor supported it and it 
has been suggested that Adult 
Education be rolled over into 
the Community Colleges. 

The assemblywoman, who 
co-chairs the Assembly Legis-
lature Ethics Committee and is 
a member of the Human Ser-
vices, Judiciary Natural Re-
sources and Utilities and Com-
merce Committee was recently 
appointed a member of Speaker 
Toni Atkins leadership team

Garcia concluded by say-
ing the only way she can serve 
her constituents is if they pick 
up the telephone and call her 
when they have a problem. 
“I’m committed to bringing 
our 58th District (community) 
forward,” she stated.
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By Jerry Bernstein

Good Actions Require 
Everyone’s Cooperation 
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By Melinda Kimsey
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“Well?” my Friend from 
Fruitcake, Florida, questioned 
as he walked through the door-
way, “what’s the fuss all about 
a private meeting of citizens 
to discuss the ABC School 
District’s assessment plan on 
its facilities and the district’s 
$235 million bond issue.

“I’m not sure?” I replied. 
“I think some people like to 
make a mountain out of a 
molehill. The bond represents 
a big investment for property 
owners in the district. If ap-
proved,  they will pay $60 per 
$100,000 of the assessed value 
of their property.”

“That’s a lot of money,”my 
Friend from Fruitcake, Flor-
ida asserted. “It seems to me 
the voters have to weigh that 
against the needs of the school 
district.” He paused for a mo-
ment and then said, “ It doesn’t 
look to me like the District’s as-
sessment plan is a mandate. It 
only shows what is needed.”

“That’s my thinking too,” I 
replied. “The Board will have 
to to decide what projects will 
have priority  if the bond issue 
is approved.”

“You know,” my friend 
said, “back in Fruitcake we 
faced a similar dilemma. 
Keep in mind, Fruitcake is a 
much smaller community. Our 
schools meet all the criteria re-
quired from the state and feds, 
but the District felt our schools 
needed to be upgraded. 

Some of our schools were 
35 years old and needed re-
pairs. Some classrooms hadn’t 
been renovated since the 
schools were built. New wir-
ing was needed to handle the 

latest technology being used in 
the classroom. 

Not only that our kids who 
had gone to college, married 
and had families of their own 
were moving back to Fruit-
cake. Our classrooms were too 
small and needed to be recon-
figured and/or enlarged.”

“What did the citizens 
do?” I asked.

“Many of our residents 
held private meetings to dis-
cuss whether a bond issue was 
wise. Why not wait a year and 
then let the people decide. With 
young families moving back to 
Fruitcake, an increase in their 
property tax might force them 
to move right back out.”

“So what did the folks in 
Fruitcake decide?” I asked. 

“Well, we had a town 
meeting.” He looked at me and 
asked, “Have you ever attended 
a small town meeting?”

“Yes, I have,” I answered.
“Then you know Robert’s 

Rules of Order aren’t always 
followed. Sometimes one per-
son will be speaking, and an-
other will get up and interrupt 
what the individual is saying 
because he or she disagreed 
with what is being said. It’s 
very informal,” he said.

“I know,” I replied. “That 
even occurs at formal meet-
ings, especially when they 
speak over their time limit.” 

My Friend from Fruitcake, 
Florida  looked at me. “So it 
does,” he said.

“So what happened?”
“The residents decided not 

to oppose it, but let the school 
board know they expected 
their questions to be answered 
and they expected much more 
transparency. They also said if 
that didn’t happen, they would 
vote the bond issue down.  

Before I could asked if the 
bond issue was approved, he 
had gotten up from his chair, 
saying, “See you later,” as he 
walked out the door.

Dear Editor,

On July 15, the ABCUSD 
School Board voted too hast-
ily to pass a resolution to place 
a Prop 39 Bond Measure on 
the November ballot. I said 
“too hastily” because it will be 
missing a key component – a 
specific project list.  

Before the first Bond is   
issued, it must be validated by 
a reviewing court – the Supe-
rior Court – that it was validly 
authorized at the election. One 
of the Prop 39 Bond require-
ments is that it must have a 
specific project list on the bal-
lot. Hence it will rejected.

Let me explain why this 
requirement is there. Presum-
ing that the Bond Measure is 

passed, a Citizens Oversight 
Committee will be formed.  
One of the Committee’s pur-
poses is to advise the public 
whether an expenditure meets 
the requirements of Prop 39.  

It must compare the ex-
penditure with a specific proj-
ect list that was on the ballot.  
If there is no such specific 
project list, then it cannot ap-
prove the expenditure.

I urge the Board to not 
waste around $50,000 to put 
the Measure, as is, on the No-
vember ballot. I further urge 
the School Board to hold a 
Special Meeting to address 
this missing component.

 Jim Yee, 
      Cerritos Homeowner
 

Greetings, friends and 
neighbors! Last Thursday was 
the beginning of the concerts 
in the park at Heritage Park 
and it was fabulous! I saw 
some good friends, ate some 
good food, and can’t wait until 
tonight! The show starts at 7 
p.m.  Hope to see you there! 

The Cerritos Chamber 
had their mixer at the Lazy 
Dog Cafe in the Cerritos Mall. 
Lazy Dog is on the outside of 
the mall, near the Nordstrom’s 
wing. If you can, I would 
highly suggest going there for 
lunch or dinner.  

Be sure to check out the 
paintings of all of the adorable 
dogs. The Bulldog is beyond 
adorable! Something that is so 
great about Lazy Dog is that 
there is an outside patio where 
you can bring your favorite 
canine friend and have a meal 

together. 
Even if you don’t have a 

doggie yet, it is still fun to see 
all of the charming doggies 
having a great time with their 
family. 

Just a gentle reminder, you 
can join the Cerritos Chamber 
as a member of the commu-
nity; you don’t have to own 
a business. It is lots of fun in 
the chamber because there are 
always exciting events to at-
tend.

How about those awesome 
new townhouses being built on 
Pioneer Boulevard, near South 
Street?  They look so fabulous! 
There is going to be a ground 
breaking ceremony sometime 
within a few weeks. Since the 
townhomes are in the City of 
Cerritos, you just know they 
are going to be wonderful. 

Speaking of Pioneer Bou-
levard, get ready for some re-
ally good fun as the City of Ar-
tesia is beginning to plan their 
International Diversity Festi-
val. It looks like there will be 
representation from several 
different countries with food, 
activities, and entertainment. 

I also heard that there will 
be an amazing parade with an 
elephant leading the way. This 
promises to be quite the show-

stopper! Although still in the 
planning stages, Pioneer Blvd. 
is going to have a make-over 
to stop the presses. It is go-
ing to have a completely new 
look, yet keep that home town 
feel. It promises to be quite the 
place to be!

Hawaiian Gardens has the 
Bingo Club and the Casino,  
which are offering quite a few 
special summer events also. 
My girlfriends and I wanted to 
have really fun girl’s night out, 
so we went to the Bingo Club. 
One of my friends was super 
lucky and won some serious 
money. We really had a good 
time, and the food was beyond 
delicious. 

I have added a new spot in 
the Gateway called, Conver-
sations. This will be a place 
to read about members in our 
community. I had the opportu-
nity to sit down with Council-
man Ali Taj from the City of 
Artesia, which was a real treat 
for me. 

Councilman Taj is an inter-
esting and remarkable person 
and we had a nice conversa-
tion about many different sub-
jects. I hope you enjoy reading 
about this extraordinary and 
interesting councilman.  

Happy Trails!

Letters 

The Gateway Guardian encourages 
submission of Letters to the Editor. 

•  Letters must be no more than 200 words, typed 
and double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and must 
include the author’s address and phone number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the Gateway Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit           
editorial content, without notice, for length, gram-
mar, clarity or libelous statements.     

Editorto the

Drop by to mee t and gree t your Mayor. He is looking for ward to ser v ing you!

Meet The Mayor
Artesia Mayor Tony Lima is reach-

ing out to the residents of Artesia 
by instituting an Ask the Mayor pro-
gram where he will meet with resi-

dents every Wednesday 
from 11 a.m. to noon.  

No appointment is necessary.  
No question or issue is too trivial. 
If necessary, the Mayor may ask 
the City Manager or city engi-

neer to attend. City Hall is located                                     
at 18747 Clarkdale Avenue.
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Buying or Selling Real Estate?
Call... Lou Trerotola
 @ 310-408-9249

Your Realtor 
& Neighbor

LouTrerotola@yahoo.com
Lou-StoreAndMore.com

and consider it done!
Interior Design 
Prof. Photographer*

T  h  e
Paparazze

Realtor

BRE 00972527

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com 
562.493.6653

It’s for the Kids - Cerritos Optimist Club’s 
26th Annual Golf Tournament

The Cerritos Optimist Club will be holding its annual 
golf tournament for the 26th year on Monday, Aug. 25 at 
the Rio Hondo Golf Club. The event begins with a shotgun 
start at 12:30 p.m. For more information, contact Gordon 
Miyamoto at (310) 625-3109 or gymiyamoto@aol.com.  

The 1st CEB Adoption Golf Classic
The 7th Annual 1st CEB Golf Classic, sponsored by the 

U.S. Marine Corps 1st Combat Engineer Battalion Adop-
tion Committee, is scheduled for Oct. 18 at 7 am at Iron-
Wood Nine Golf Course in Cerritos. Those interested in 
supporting this event should contact Jim Edwards at (562) 
924-6582.

ABC Adult School, located in Cerritos, is looking to 
partner with local businesses to help their adult students ob-
tain real-life work experience through their apprenticeship 
program.

Through this program, businesses will receive free adult 
workers in exchange for the work experience that is unique 
to each business.  This is also an opportunity for businesses 
to check out prospective workers if they may choose to hire. 
Students will have completed  extensive course work in the 
career path that they have chosen to pursue.  ABC Adult 
School offers career paths in Medical Billing and Coding, 
IT Technician, Web Design, Graphic Media Design, Ani-
mated Media Design, Accounting Clerk, and Office Occu-
pations. Businesses that partner with the apprenticeship 
program will have access to one of the largest adult schools 
in the state of California through "Career Days" program, 
newsletter, and other speaking opportunities. The ABC 
Adult school apprenticeship program is especially looking 
for companies that need assistance in: Medical front office 
or Receptionist, Computer Repair, Wed Design and Graphic 
Media.  Please contact ABC Adult School's Apprenticeship 
Coordinator, Todd Tabon at Todd.Tabon@abcusd.us for 
more information.

 

Chamber 
      News   State of the Nation

  Presented by 
Congresswoman Linda Sanchez 

  Thursday, August 14
 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
 
    Sheraton Cerritos Hotel 
    12725 Center Court Dr.
 

ABC Adult School Seeking Business Partners

Please RSVP by August 8 by 5:00 p.m.
 COST:

Chamber Members: $30/person
Non-Chamber Members: $50/person  

If you join the Chamber within 30 days of this event,
the additional $20 will be applied to your membership dues

 
SPONSORSHIPS:

Premiere Sponsorship: $500
Reserved Sponsor Table of 10: $400  Reserved Sponsor 

Half-Table of 5: $250
 Event Sponsor: $100 (includes lunch)

Sponsors will be recognized in the program, at the event, in the 
Chamber’s monthly newsletter, and receive preferred event seating.

Phone: 562/467-0800
Email: chamber@cerritos.org

Fax: 562/467-0840

      Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce
      Business Networking Luncheon

Cerritos College Foundation to Sponsor 
Its 29th Annual Golf Classic on Aug. 4

The Cerritos College 
Foundation is pleased to pres-
ent its 29th Annual Golf Clas-
sic. at Friendly Hills Country 
Club in Whittier on Aug. 4. 
Registration will begin at 8:30 
a.m., with the Shotgun Start 

at 10 a.m. Anyone interested 
may register as an imndividual 
golfer or a sponsor.

The cost is $275 for an in-
dividual golfer and $1,100 for 
a foursome.

Sponsorships are also 

available rang-
ing from $100 
for a Tee Sign 
up to $2,500 
for a corporate 
sponsor.

The goal of the event is to 
raise money for student schol-
arships, awards and programs 
that cannot be supported by 
state funds.

Friendly Hills Country 
Club, with its spectacular 
18 hole Championship Golf 
Course, was established in 
1967. It is considered one of 
the finest and most challeng-
ing courses in the Los Ange-
les-Orange County area. 

To register, visit: http://
www.teamworkfundraising.net/
cerritos/cerritos_golf1.html.

A General Municipal Election will be held in the 
City of La Palma on November 4, 2014, to fill 
two City Council seats. City Elections for the La 
Palma City Council are held every two years 
and terms for the Council's five at-large seats 
are staggered. Therefore, all five council seats 
are not up for election during the same election 
year.

This is your opportunity to get involved in your 
community. The filing period for nominations 
begins July 14 and ends on August 8. If you 
have questions regarding the process or wish 
to make an appointment to take out nomination 
papers, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 
(714) 690-3334.

La Palma Seeking City 
Council Candidates
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ROSE A. REETS
LUTCF     Lic. # 0539473

11423 E. 187th St.  Ste. 103
Artesia, CA  90701
Bus:  (562) 926 7744
Fax:  (562) 926- 0707

rreets@farmersagent.com
www. farmersagent.com/rreeets

JULY 
is National 

Picnic Month

PANGASINAN BROTHERHOOD: Members of the Pangasinan 
Brotherhood USA had a game booth at the Cerritos Let Freedom Ring 
Independence Day celebration. They are: Hesteucal Cammisuop Jr.,  
Dan Nino, Past President; Joe Iglesias, FilAm Chamber of Commerce 
SEC Board member; Doris Iglesias, Fine Arts and Historical Commis-
sioner; Roger Cabal, Vice President; Lina Cabal, Vice Chair; Rhenee 
Ferrer, Board Secretary; and Eddie Ferrer, President. The Brotherhood 
was founded in 1978 designed to foster ancestral Philippine heritage, 
unity and friendship.

REPUBLICAN CLUB: Members of the Cerritos Republican Club 
sponsored a booth at the Let Freedom Ring July 4th Celebration. They 
are: (l-r) Janice and John  Dawson, Let Freedom Ring  Committee mem-
bers; Lew Gentiluomo and Matt Kauble, Community Safety Committee 
members; Jim Yee, Parks and Recreation and Commissioner; and Ben 
Campos, Candidate for Congress in the 38th Congressional District.

PHOTO OP:

LET FREEDOM RING- JULY 4TH
Greeting hundreds of attendees at 
the annual California Chili Cook-
Off 2014 at La Palma Central Park 
July 19 were the Chili Pepper 
Court 2014-15 who included (l-r) 
Executive Director Eva Louis, 
8-year-old Little Miss Chili Pep-
per Brooke Rossi and Ms. Chili 
Pepper Whitney Evenchik. 

Chair Dave Davidson said the 
Cook-Off has been held through-
out California for the last 40 years, 
and it is sponsored by the Interna-
tional Chili Society (ICS) and in-
cludes more than 20 cooks and 40 
vintage and new retro cars.

La Palma Hosts California State Chili Cook-Off

Welcoming guests to Smart & Final’s annual 
California State Chili Cook-Off 2014 at La 
Palma Central Park July 19 was Costco rep-
resentative Mara Karsen showing off its sig-
nature canned Cattle Drive chili.

An estimated 70 members and guests attended the Cerritos Chamber 
of Commerce Networking Mixer on July 17 held at the Lazy Dog Cafe 
in Cerritos. Doing a little networking are (l-r) Cerritos Center Senior 
Property Manager Ken Kraus,  Los Angeles County Supervisor Don 
Knabe, Lazy Dog Manager Rich Rivera and Chamber Executive Direc-
tor Scott Smith.

Cerritos Chamber Holds 
Mixer at Lazy Dog Cafe

By Chuck Sooter

Lance Corporal Joshua 
D. Carter, assigned to the 1st 
Combat Engineer Battalion, 
stationed at Camp Pendleton, 
will be honored in the City of 
Cerritos on July 26 at 10 a.m. 
at the Sheraton Hotel Fountain 
Court. 

The public is invited to 
attend a presentation by the 
Mayor and City Council of 
a city proclamation to honor 
him for his service. Tom Tis-
low and the Cerritos Veterans 
of Foreign Wars will serve as 
his hosts.

L/Cpl Carter and his wife 
will spend the weekend in Cer-
ritos with lodging and meals 
complements of our sponsors: 
Sheraton Hotel and restaurants 
Grille 91, Mimi's, TGI Fri-
day’s, Wood Ranch BBQ, and 
the Macaroni Grill. The Cer-
ritos Friends of the 1st CEB 
are also providing tickets to 
Knott's Berry Farm.

L/Cpl Joshua D. Carter 
was selected as Meritorious 
Marine for his superior per-
formance of his duties while 
serving as a Heavy Equipment 
Mechanic for all mobile assets 
organic to the 1st CEB.  

While forward deployed, 
in support of Operation En-
during Freedom, L/Cpl Carter 
expertly identified potential 
vehicle failures and diligently 
repaired them, enabling the 
Battalion’s critical assets to 

City of Cerritos to Honor Meritorious Marine on July 26
continue on-mission; ultimate-
ly sustaining combat readiness 
and momentum during a high 
operational tempo.  

Throughout the battalion's 
deployment, L/Cpl Carter dem-
onstrated his superior trouble-
shooting techniques, knowl-
edge, and unique mechanical 
skills which earned him a Cer-
tificate of Commendation. 

Upon returning from de-
ployment, L/Cpl Carter as-
sumed the roles and respon-

sibilities as Assistant Floor 
Chief, a position normally 
held by a senior rank. L/Cpl 
Carter's willingness to assist 
and lead his fellow Marines 
has always been a testament to 
his character.  

The City of Cerritos ad-
opted the 1st Combat Engineer 
Battalion on Nov. 11, 2007.  A 
large contingent of Marines 
from this engineering battalion 
have just recently returned from 
a tour of duty in Afghanistan.   
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(562) 860-8818

WEEKEND
Champagne Brunch

$14.99

THURSDAYS
Beer & Wine 

2 for 1

11435 South St., Cerritos, California 90703

ASHOKA THE GREAT

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701562-809-4229

 

BEST LUNCH 
BUFFET IN 

TOWN!

Indian Cuisine

12612 South Street, Cerritos 
(Corner of South & Bloomfield)

www.ave3pizza.com 562-865-9215

CATERING
2 Large - 2 Topping Pizzas
2 Buffalo Wings (full size)

2 Large Dinner Salads
10 Canned Sodas or Waters

Serves 10 People

$49
With this coupon. One coupon per person, per visit. 
Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 7/31/14.

$70 Value!

Ave 3 catered the Heritage 
Park Tot Lot Graduation

By William & Selene Lee

We hesitated to write about 
a large and famous chain like 
CPK. It is true that it is one of 
our family's favorite place 
to dine. Our adult kids love 
it, and the grand kids love 
even more for their Mac & 
Cheese. They can gobble in 
a minute and that never hap-
pens at home. 

We go there for birth-
days, anniversaries or just 
because we want to eat out. 
On a recent Saturday night, 
we did it again. 

We ordered the Origi-
nal BBQ Chicken Chopped 
Salad (comes in full or 
half size), which is their 
most popular salad since 
they opened in 1985. It has 
their signature BBQ sauce, 
housemade herb ranch, 
scallions and cilantro. Our 
other staple is the Hawaiian 
BBQ Chicken Pizza, one of 
their original Hand-Tossed 
Pizzas with an added fresh 
pineapple for a sweet island 
twist.  

We also tried the Kung 
Pao Spaghetti with Shrimp, 
their twist on a Chinese clas-
sic with garlic, scallions, 
peanuts and red hot chillies. 
All were fresh and delicious 
as usual. 

Then we met Sandra 
Morales, the shift leader 
who graciously told us that 
she has been at this location 
for 11 years out of the 17 
years CPK has been at the 
Los Cerritos Center. 

Their staff are dedicated 
to creating an exceptional  din-
ing experience for their guests. 

California Pizza Kitchen Cerritos Introduces New Menu Items
They are in the process of add-
ing new dishes to the menu to 
keep their menu fresh. 

She served us the Roast-
ed Garlic Chicken with 
seasonal vegetables to try. 
The chicken had the perfect 
flavor of garlic and pepper 
which we love, and the veg-
etables were heavenly with 
white, purple and orange 
carrots, cauliflower and 
roasted potatoes. 

According to Sandra, 
two other new additions will 
be the Hearth Roasted Hali-

but and Fire Grilled Ribeye, 
which will be available on 
July 22.

So, all you CPK lovers, 
watch for these new dishes 
and give them a try on your 
next visit. You may be pleas-
antly surprised.

Our server was pleas-
ant and service was fast and 
efficient as always, even 
though it was a Saturday 
night. You just cannot lose 
on good food and service 
in a terrific location like the 
Los Cerritos Center.                  
  

KABAB CRUSH
a Taste of Mediterranean

Kabob Crush recently 
opened on Gridley Road in 
Astesia, and it is owned by 
the Rabie family, who moved 
here from Jerusalem about 
five years ago. 

According to Wasiem 
Rabie, second son to father 
Maher Rabie, their family of 
five all work in the restau-
rant – his parents and his two 
brothers. 

They used to own a res-
taurant in Bethlehem and 
here they serve popular 
Mediterranean appetizers, 
pita pockets and, of course,, 
the kababs.

The name “crush” means 
you have a “crush” on ka-
babs or maybe you are “cra-
zy” about them, according to 
Wasiem.

Kabab Crush
18300 Gridley Road
Artesia, CA  90701
(562) 860-4777

DOMINO’S PIZZA 
Opens in Cerritos

Another Domino's Pizza 
just opened on South Street 
on the corner of Carmenita 
Road and Moody Street 
in the Ralph Market /CVS 
Shopping Center. It is next 
to Its a Grind. 

Their Specialty Chicken 
with Crispy Bacon & To-
mato pizza is $5.99 (intro-
ductory price), along with 
other regular pizzas. They 
are open seven days a week 
and, of course, delivery to 
your door.

Domino's Pizza
13297 E. South Street
Cerritos, CA 90703
(562) 263-3020

New Restaurants 
in Artesia & Cerritos

By William & Selene Lee

•	 310 Los Cerritos Center
•	 Cerritos, CA 90703   (562) 865-4547
•	 http://www.cpk.com

Roasted Garlic Chicken

Original BBQ Chicken 
Chopped Salad

Hawaiian Pizza

Kung Pao 
Spaghetti

DAILY SPECIALS
All You Can Eat!  $7.99

    Monday - Spaghetti
    Wednesday - Pizza 4- 8 p.m.   
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P i o n e e r  RV  S t o r a g e
Motorhomes, Boats & Trailers

Lighted  •  Fenced  •  Paved
Dump Station

16703 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90703

(562) 924-1583
www.RVStorage.com

Dear Duchess,
You look so adorable in 
your photo! I am an orange 
and white cat and would 
love to hang out with you, 
what do you say about that?
Calico from Cerritos

Dear Calico,
I love cats!  My buddy, 
Midnight is my best 
sleeping buddy.  Why don’t 
you have your Mommie 
bring you over, and we can 
sleep, sleep, sleep. When 
we finally wake up, we 
could go over to Heritage 
Park and watch the kids 
play on the fantastic new 
playground. Of course, we 
can get some of those fancy 
treats at Petco. I simply 
love their doggie cookies. 
They have lots of goodies 
for you too. I could have 

my Mommie buy me one 
of those feather sticks and 
I could wave it around and 
you could go nuts! We 
could finish the day off with 
some catnip!
  Duchess

Dear Duchess,
I am so hot during summer, 
any suggestions?
  Pepper

Dear Pepper,
I know what you mean 
about being hot. This dog 
is on fire! I would suggest 
having your Mommie buy 
you one of those darling 
swimming pools. You know 
the one that is made for 
us hot mamas. Be careful 
though, those intense, 
highly excitable Bulldogs 
might join you for a dip in 
the water! You can pick one 
up at PetSmart, Walmart or 
Toys R Us. Too bad, they 
don’t come in pink!
  Duchess

Duchess is a gorgeous, 5-year-
old English bulldog who loves 
her mistress and cookies. She 
is in the process of writing her 
autobiography.

Brad Beach Speaks at Optimist Club

After speaking at the Optimist Club breakfast on July 10, Brad Beach  
(center) receives a flashlight from Vice President Jim Edwards and Presi-
dent Phil Hickok, who thanked him for his interesting presentation. 

By Janet Beach

Brad Beach works for 
ABC – not the school district 
but the California Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol. He spoke to the Optimist 
Club on July 10 and told about 
his job and some of the laws 
regarding licensing and en-
forcing the laws. 

Beach is Supervising 
Agent in Charge and works 
out of the Van Nuys District 
Office covering a large portion 
of Los Angeles County.  He’s 
been on the job for 15 years.  
The ABC headquarters is in 
Cerritos near the Sheraton and 

A Certificate of Recognition was presented to Sheriff Captain Merrill Lad-
enheim, immediate past commander of the Lakewood Sheriff Station by 
the Artesia City Council at its July 14 meeting for his outstanding service 
in providing exceptional leadership in keeping Artesia one of the safest 
cities in the Greater Los Angeles County.

Artesia City Council Proclaims July 
“Parks Make Life Better Month”

The Artesia City Council issued a proclamation proclaiming July 2014 
as Parks Make Life Better Month. Accepting the proclamation were 
Recreation Commissioners Lee Natividad and Rene Trevino and the 
Artesia Teen Group. The proclamation urged all city residents to use 
and enjoy the parks open space, facilities and opportunities.  

Sheriff Captain Merrill Ladeneim 
Recognized by Artesia Council

Performing Arts Center.  
He spoke about the sale of 

liquor to minors, which results 
in an administrative penalty 
of a 15-day suspension or a 
$750-$3000 fine. The minor 
and adult get a criminal cita-
tion (misdemeanor) and have 
to go to court.  

It often results in fines 
from $250-$1000, community 
service and can affect the mi-
nor’s driver’s license. Three 
sales to minors within three 
years can result in the revoca-
tion of a license. 

He also discussed the 
process a business must go 
through to get a liquor license.

Beach received his Bache-
lors Degree in Criminal Justice 
from San Diego State Univer-
sity and graduated Cum Laude.  
In addition to working in law 
enforcement, he is a Commis-
sioner in the City of Cerritos 
for the Parks and Recreation 
Department and has previous-
ly served on the Community 
Safety Committee.   

He is a member of the 
Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) and a 
Neighborhood Watch Block 
Captain. Beach currently vol-
unteers with New Life Com-
munity Church on a program 
called Artesia in Action and 
acts as their Public Informa-
tion Officer.  

He also volunteers weekly 
at the Artesia Christian Home 
and enjoys playing cards with 
the seniors.  He is a member 
of the Saving Lives Coalition, 
Crescenta Valley Alliance and 
the California Coalition Net-
work to support youth drug and 
alcohol prevention efforts.  

He resides in Cerritos with 
his wife Marlene and their 
two children Addison (2) and 
Makenzie (5 months). Beach 
can be contacted at bradley.
beach75@yahoo.com.

 Los Cerritos Center is 
pleased to present the fourth 
annual National Dance Day, 
celebrating health and well-
ness on Saturday, July 26 from 
12 – 4 p.m. 

Hosted by Casey McCabe 
from 97.1FM AMP Radio, 
National Dance Day encour-
ages everyone to get up and 
move with special dance guests 
and performances, interactive 
Zumba fitness programs, active 
wear displays, health conscious 
culinary options and more.

 Los Cerritos Center’s Na-
tional Dance Day will pres-
ent live dance performances 
by multiple local Southern 
California dance schools and 
professional groups of various 

National Dance Day at Cerritos Center
Signature Event Promotes Health and Self-Esteem Through Dance

 
cultures and styles throughout 
the event. 

Dance and fitness fashion 
tips will take place, along with 
interactive dance classes and 
demos. Various health-focused 
vendors will offer product 
sampling and educational in-
formation. 

National Dance Day was 
launched in 2010 by “So You 
Think You Can Dance” co-cre-
ator Nigel Lythgoe as a grass-
roots campaign to encourage 
Americans to embrace dance 
as a fun and positive way to 
maintain good health and com-
bat obesity. 

National Dance Day was 
first celebrated at Los Cerritos 
Center in 2011 with a Zumba 

flash mob that led to the start 
of an on-going Zumba Fitness 
Program at the center the fol-
lowing year. 

The popularity of the pro-
gram created the platform to 
host an annual National Dance 
Day event. 

Zumba Fitness classes are 
available for $5 per class in 
the mall in front of Forever 
21 every Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Saturday 
from 9-10 a.m. No RSVP is 
required.

More information sur-
rounding National Dance Day 
and the Zumba Fitness Pro-
gram can be found by visiting 
the Los Cerritos Center web-
site.
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By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Down to the Sea . .  .   A Fish Tale - Part 1Around and About 

There is a simple stability 
in the sea that is reassuring in 
a sense. Think about it. Ocean 
motion, sunny skies, quiet 
rumbling of the water, maybe 
a rushing of the wind.  

Wherever you are on the 
ocean - whether it be Baja 
California, Hawaii, Santa Cat-
alina, the Channel Islands of 
California’s central coast or 
Alaska’s Glacier Bay, those 
elements remain constant in 
varying proportions.  

So begins this new series 
which travels around and about 
those destinations this summer 
and into the fall. The schedule 
calls for trips to each of these 
locales for recreation, celebra-
tion, exploration and, of course, 

some fishing. Let’s start with 
the first of three trips to Baja.

 There is nothing like wak-
ing up at first light around 5:30, 
climbing above deck on a gen-
tly rocking 75 foot fishing boat 
and seeing only ocean in every 
direction. The “Searcher” is a 
venerable member of the Point 
Loma sport fishing fleet in San 
Diego. She is 95 feet long, 24 
feet wide, 40 or so years old 
and the repository of countless 
tales – tall and otherwise.  Cap-
tain Art has been at the helm for 
many years and is renowned as 
a tireless pursuer of tuna.  

There are 26 of us on a 
4-day charter over the long 
Fourth of July break. Izor-
line, a major manufacturer of 
line and tackle accessories, 
has sponsored the trip so we 
benefit from some expert ad-
vice and assorted tackle from 
Norm, the company rep along 
for the trip.

 We left the dock around 11 

a.m. on a Wednesday, motored 
to the bait receivers for a load 
of anchovy and herring, and 
then it was off to our eventual 
destination approximately 85 
miles due west of Ensenada.  

Every so often the coastal 
haze would lift and we could 
make out the skyline of the 
rugged Baja coast, but our 
focus remained on the sea 
around us and the critters re-
siding therein.

 Now the book on catch-
ing tuna, whether albacore, 
blue fin or yellow fin, says to 
troll – as in drag - 4 or 5 lures 
off the back of the boat until a 
fish comes along and basically 
hooks itself on your feather, 
wood or metal jig.  

The job of the lucky fisher-
man at that point is to furiously 
reel the catch in so the remain-
der of the school will follow to 
the boat while the other 25 just 
as furiously race to get a wig-
gling bait into the water.  

The only problem with 
this time tested plan for this 
trip was that the fish were ob-
viously reading from another 
book. We had countless (as 
in almost 40 one Day) troll-
ing stops but only a paltry half 
dozen bait fish to show for it.  

The increasingly frustrated 
fishermen remained jovial and 
smiling despite the seemingly 
never ending mad dashes to the 
bait tank. A fair amount of troll 
fish landed, and we did find a 
few patches of yellowtail under 
kelp patties, so we were kept 
moderately busy – but it was 
still a very long couple of days.  

At a dinner of fresh caught 
yellowtail one evening, I asked 
Captain Art why the group re-
mained so well mannered de-
spite the graphic demonstration 
of the difference between fish-
ing and catching that we had 
experience for 48 hours.  He 
quietly informed me that the 
boat was populated by a num-

Assemblymember Cristina 
Garcia, along with a delegation 
of lawmakers comprised of the 
California Legislative Latino 
Caucus and members of the 
California State Senate, will 
embark on a fact-finding mis-
sion to El Salvador and Guate-
mala to further learn about the 
extent of the humanitarian cri-
sis taking place in the region.

 “This is a crisis we can’t 
ignore,” says Garcia. “ In order 
to address it, we need to know 

Assemblymember Garcia Visits Central 
American Countries on Fact-finding Mission

what is causing this large exo-
dus of children.”

 The delegation will ex-
plore what California can do 
to meet the humanitarian chal-
lenges presented by tens of 
thousands of unaccompanied 
children arriving at the U.S. 
border.

El Salvador and Guatema-
la are two of the main coun-
tries from which migrants are 
arriving. California is one of 
four states where the vast ma-

jority of Central American im-
migrants settle.

 Garcia will be in Central 
America from July 14 to 19.  
While there, she will meet 
with various officials from the 
impacted areas, including His 
Excellency Salvador Sanchez 
Ceren, President of El Sal-
vador. Other members of the 
delegation will continue on 
to Panama. Assemblymember 
Garcia will not be participat-
ing in that portion of the trip.

By Larry Caballero

Assemblywoman Sharon 
Quirk-Silva, Chair of the Vet-
eran Affairs Committee and a 
proud supporter of developing 
a veteran cemetery in Orange 
County, presented a legislative 
update to La Palma Kiwanis 
members at their weekly meet-
ing on July 17. She made it clear 
that her priorities include sup-
porting California’s veterans.

“Our veterans have been 
instrumental in shaping the 
proud history and democracy 
that we enjoy today,” said 
Silva.

Silva authored three leg-
islative bills that would serve 
California’s veterans and were 
passed by the Senate Commit-
tee on Veteran Affairs with bi-
partisan support.

“We have also received 
outpouring support from 18 
Orange County cities, en-
dorsement from veteran com-
munity stakeholders and more 
than 2,000 residents have con-
tacted our office in support of 

Local Assemblywoman Shows Support 
For Veterans at La Palma Kiwanis

Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva (center) thanked La Palma Kiwanis 
members for inviting her to be their keynote speaker at the July 17 meet-
ing held at the La Palma Intercommunity Hospital. Welcoming her were 
(l-r) Councilman Gerard Goedhart, Program Chair Michele Steggell and 
President John Theilen.

an Orange County veteran’s 
cemetery.”

Silva also said that in or-
der to properly serve the more 
than 2 million veterans in Cal-
ifornia, “we must see to it that 
they have the proper program 
funding, access to resources, 
and are treated with respect.”

Silva also serves on the 
Transportation, Higher Educa-
tion, Accountability & Admin-
istrative Review, and Housing 
& Community Development 
Committees.

ties, recreation programs, up-
grading our community cen-
ter, improving the lighting in 
the City and lots of other im-
provements. It will be a steady 
stream of income, rather than 
the seasonal income that sales 
tax brings to the city. 

These improvements will 
be a signal that we are a safe, 
growing city that welcomes 
new businesses. We have an 
awesome school system be-
cause of the ABC Unified 
School District and a new 
Community Center would add 
to the appeal of our city, both 
for new residents and for new 
businesses. 

The new ulility tax is go-
ing to generate approximately 
$750,000 a year. Public safety 
will be our number one priority. 
With this City Council, there 
will be complete transparency 
in the spending of the money, 
and we welcome input from the 
residents. There will be an over-
site committee that will address 
the needs of the residents.

Let’s talk about the redevel-
opment of Pioneer Blvd.

This project has been in 
the works for the last seven 
years. We had the money and 

then Sacramento took the 
money. We lost our redevelop-
ment money, but the City of 
Artesia is looking at different 
opportunities. Now, we have 
the money, and we will move 
forward. We hope to make the 
development plan become a 
reality, and we will have the 
ground breaking near the end 
of the year.  We are so pleased 
that the City of Cerritos has 
built the townhomes, and I be-
lieve this is a sign of two cities 
working together for the great 
benefit of the residents.

Where do you see the City 
of Artesia in five years?

I believe focusing on do-
ing the front-end work and 
continuing to support the his-
torical society, improving rec-
reation activities, keeping our 
residents safe through a strong 
Sheriff’s presence, and all of 
the new and improved build-
ing. Soon, the new library is 
going to be started. 

This facility will last for 
many, many years and will 
definitely show other cities 
that the City of Artesia has 
re-invented itself and we are 
moving into the 21st century. 
Because the City of Artesia has 

a main street, we will always 
have that hometown feeling.
Anything you would like 
to add?

Yes, let’s talk about the 
new library. We are so fortu-
nate to have a very generous 
supervisor, Don Knabe who is 
going to fund this new library 
for the City of Artesia. 

The cost of the library is 
approximately $10 million and 
will be a state-of-art facility. 
There will be so many new, in-
novative concepts for our resi-
dents. For example, residents 
will be able to check out lap-
tops, and there will be access 
to most of the newest and most 
current technology available 
to our residents. 

The building of this library 
will move very fast, as the 
completion date is only two 
years away. We have identified 
the new location for the library 
as Artesia Park in the area of 
the north end part of the park. 

There is an ad-hoc com-
mittee, and we look forward to 
working with these fine people. 
There will be plenty of park-
ing available for our residents, 
and we are looking forward to 
the ground breaking ceremony 
before the end of the year.

           Artesia Councilman Ali Taj From Page 3

ber of AA folks who were busy 
chugging on water and Diet 
Coke rather than Corona and 
Tecate and had the mild man-
ners to prove it.  Regardless, 
the fishermen remained eerily 
serene despite the dry stops.

 In retrospect, the trip was 
a great success. There was no 
better crew than the six or so 
aboard, and Capt. Art certainly 
spared no diesel in his search 
for fish.  It was just one of 
those times that the fish just 
would not take a bait. 

We docked after four days, 
doled out our catch and bid 
farewell to once yearly friends, 
many of whom have made this 
same trip for upwards of 20 
years.

 Next time hear about ei-
ther a recent trip to Catalina or 
a visit to Santa Cruz Island off 
Ventura.  Let me know what 
you think of this column and 
suggest others by contacting 
me at b.hughlett@verizon.net. 

Reduce exposure to the 
sun during peak hours.

DON’T BURN!
Always wear sun block.

Wear protective clothing.
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By Melinda Kimsey

I recently received a love-
ly book from a reader of the    
Gateway called, Jesus Calling.

I wanted to share with you 
some of the Scripture readings, 
as they are so powerful and en-
couraging. The first reading is 
from James 1:2; Philippians 
4:13; Isaiah 26:3.

“Welcome the challenging 
times as opportunities to trust 
Me. You have Me beside you, 
and My Spirit within you, so 
no set of circumstances is too 
much for you to handle. When 
the path before you is dot-
ted with difficulties, beware 
of measuring your strength 
against those challenges. 

That calculation is certain 
to riddle you with anxiety. 
Remember without Me, you 
wouldn’t make it past the first 
hurdle.

The way to walk through 
demanding days is to grip My 
hand tightly and stay in close 
communication with Me. Let 
your thoughts and spoken 
words be richly flavored with 
trust and thankfulness. Re-
gardless of the day’s problems, 
I can keep you in perfect peace 
as you stay close to Me.”

The second reading is 

from Ephesians 2:10; Micah 
6:8. “Stay on the high road 
with Me. Many voices clamor 
for your attention, trying to di-
vert you to another path. But 
I have called you to walk ever 
so closely with Me. 

Living in My presence 
and living in My peace. I have 
called each of My children to 
a different path, distinctly de-
signed for that one person. Do 
not let anyone convince you 
that his path is the only right 
way. 

And be careful not to tell 
others that your path is supe-
rior to another’s way. What I 
require of you is to act justly, 
to love mercifully, and to walk 
humbly with Me... wherever I 
lead you.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 reminds 
us, “For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.”

Reflection
Again, we hear the Lord’s 

message of hope and fulfill-
ment and that no matter what 
the days will bring, no matter 
how big the challenges, no 
matter how frustrating, He is 
with us. 

Also, that the Lord has a 
plan for us. Not to worry, He is 
with us every step of the way. 
This also reminds us of the 
temptations of sorry, grief, un-
happiness, anxiety and those 
who are mean and hateful to-
wards us. 

Be forgiving, move on 
and, as one of the most popu-
lar songs tells us, “let it go.” 
We are the lucky ones because 
we have Jesus Christ in our 
lives every moment of every 
day. Look for those who are 
searching and invite them to 
read the Bible. 

We should always be kind 
and reach out to those who are 
struggling. After all, we too 
are messengers of the Word of 
God. 

The Lord Has a Plan for Us

Cerritos Optimists Club

For membership information, please 
contact Jerry Bernstein at 562-650-0427.

        Check Us Out!
www.Facebook.com/CerritosOptimists

Creating a More Optimistic Future for Kids

Artesia Cerritos United 
Methodist Church
18523 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Artesia Christian Church
11625 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos First Assembly
18400 Pioneer Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos Presbyterian Church
11841 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Church in Cerritos
11428 187th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Cornerstone Community 
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18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Baptist Church of Artesia
18400 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
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Church of Artesia
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Holy Family Catholic Church
18626 Clarkdale Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11972 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

DIRECTORY: 

CHURCHES IN ARTESIA
 
 
 

 
Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11976 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Korean Independent 
Presbyterian Church
18116 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
New Life Community 
Church
18800 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Pentecostal Church of God
18510 Corby Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
River Shore Korean 
Chuch
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Seam International 
Christian Training Center
18021 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
St Paul Evangelical 
Community Church
11428 Artesia Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Trinity Christian Reformed 
Church
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
World Full Gospel Church
18021 Norwalk Blvd Ste 204 
Artesia, CA 90701
 

PRIVATE PARTY
with CASH or YOUR TERMS 

will buy Triplex / 4-plex / Multi Units
Bellflower or Surrounding Cities
From Owners - Principals ONLY

(562) 867-0684 or efrenb@verizon.net

   For Only
 $20

Call William Lee
818-633-3367
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Rio Hondo College will 
be one of the first community 
colleges in the state to offer 
a smoother pathway to six of 
California’s top law schools 
by participating in the Com-
munity Colleges Pathway to 
Law School initiative.

The initiative, which will 
begin at Rio Hondo College in 
the fall, is designed to enhance 
opportunities and advance-
ment in the legal profession 
for diverse populations, par-
ticularly those who have been 
underrepresented.

The State Bar’s Council 
on Access and Fairness chose 
Rio Hondo for its leadership 
and student success indica-
tors, which will be critical in 
providing meaningful experi-
ences for students interested in 
pursuing law.

“It is a great honor for Rio 
Hondo College to have been 
selected as a community col-
lege to partner with the top 
law schools in California,” 
said Rio Hondo College Su-
perintendent/President Teresa 
Dreyfuss. “Many of our stu-
dents can use this opportu-

Rio Hondo College to Offer Law School Pathway
Six law schools to participate in new initiative for students seeking legal career

nity to achieve the American 
Dream as they become the first 
attorneys in their families.”

The initiative will establish 
agreements with Rio Hondo 
College, six law schools and 
their respective undergraduate 
institutions. 

Students in the program 
will receive assurances that 
credits in prescribed courses 
will transfer, early exposure to 
the law school experience will 
be provided, individual advise-
ment and mentoring from law 
school advisors will be avail-
able and financial aid counsel-

ing is planned.
An additional incentive 

is waived application fees for 
admission to the participating 
law schools.

Participating law schools 
are the University of Southern 
California Gould School of 
Law, University of San Fran-
cisco School of Law, Universi-
ty of California, Davis School 

of Law, UC Irvine School of 
Law, Santa Clara University 
School of Law and Loyola 
Law School.

The Community Col-
leges Pathway to Law School 
Initiative requires students to 
complete courses based on a 
defined set of “success fac-
tors” that help make effective 
lawyers. 

The transfer initiative will 
align criteria from these suc-
cess factors with community 
college courses already ap-
proved in the corresponding 
Intersegmental General Educa-

tion Transfer 
Curriculum 
(IGETC) to 
prepare stu-
dents for law 
school.

“ R i o 
Hondo Col-
lege has so 
many bright, 
talented stu-
dents who 
are very in-

terested in practicing law,” 
said Rio Hondo College Board 
of Trustees President Vicky 
Santana. “This pathway is go-
ing to generate a lot of interest 
from our students and those 
who are seeking a career in 
law and don’t know where to 
start. This opportunity also co-
incides nicely with our Student 
Success Initiative.” 
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By Larry Caballero

There was standing room 
only when award winning au-
thor Lisa See spoke to more 
than 200 admirers at the Cer-
ritos Library Skyline Room on 
June 30 to discuss her excit-
ing new novel, “China Dolls,” 
set in the Chop Suey Circuit 
of San Francisco right before 
World War II.

See writes, “The year is 
1938, and the World’s Fair is 
preparing to open on Treasure 
Island, a war is brewing over-
seas and the city is alive with 
possibilities.

Three young women from 
very different backgrounds 
meet by chance at the exclusive 
and glamorous Forbidden City 
nightclub where they become 
good friends, relying on each 
other through unexpected chal-
lenges and shifting fortunes.

When their dark secrets 
are exposed, and the invisible 
thread of fate binds them even 
tighter, they find strength and 
resilience to reach for their 
dreams. After the Japanese 
attack Pearl Harbor, paranoia 
and suspicion threaten to de-
stroy their lives, and a shock-
ing act of betrayal changes ev-
erything.”

See has received interna-
tional acclaim for her great 
skill at rendering the intricate 
relationships of women and 
the complex meeting of histo-
ry and fate in her other books 
including “Shanghai Girls,” 

Cerritos Library Welcomes 
Bestselling Author, Lisa See

Lisa See

“Dreams of Joy,” and “Peony 
in Love.”

In “China Dolls,” See 
writes about best friend for life 
relationships and how those 
relationships come with some 
pain, as well as joy.  

The three main characters 
are Grace, who has lived her 
entire life in Plain City, Ohio, 
before taking off for San Fran-
cisco to achieve her dreams; 
Helen who is from a more tra-
ditional Chinese family in San 
Francisco; and Ruby who is 
Japanese and masquerades as 
a Chinese in order to find work 
and to escape being sent to a 
relocation camp.

“When I write a story,” said 
See, “I want to live in my char-
acters’ clothes for a while and 
to feel what they are feeling.”

See said she can spend 
several years doing research 
before writing her stories and 
finds this endeavor the best 
part of story writing. She is 
already preparing to write 
her 10th book after winding 
down her book tour for “China 
Dolls.”
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Cerritos City Council recently honored Whitney High School stu-
dents (from left) Adriane Tam, Fidella Wu and Connie Wu for their 
efforts in organizing a Read-A-Thon and raising $1,062 for the pur-
chase of young adult books at the Cerritos Library

Cerritos Council Regognizes 
Whitney High School Students

Cerritos College 
It features a large recep-

tion area that better serves stu-
dents, instructional classroom 
with computer and interactive 
whiteboards and computer 
laboratory equipped with as-
sistive technology.

The facility also houses 
the Liberal Arts division and 
features state-of-the-art multi-

From Page 1

media and computer labs, and 
it provides office space for the 
division’s faculty and staff.

It also features various 
green, energy efficient technol-
ogies including solar tubes that 
illumine offices without direct 
windows, helping the college 
save on energy costs and re-
duce its carbon footprint.
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Family Owned 
Since 1958

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL

24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  

Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  

Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  

Water Piping  •  Disposals 

Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 

Water Softeners 

       11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and the Los Cerritos Foundation

Proudly Present

$10 - Attendee General Admission
Includes wristband for all-access restaurant tasting

Children under 5 are free with a paying adult 
 

Restaurant Samples  *  Local Businesses    
Live Entertainment   *  Free Parking     

Raffle Prizes  *  Auto Displays & More!

Thursday, September 18
4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts
12700 Center Court Drive


