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City Council Votes to  
Re-open Downey Avenue

 The Downey City Coun-
cil voted to reopen Downey 
Avenue between 2nd and 3rd 
Streets, after previously clos-
ing the roadway for the ben-
efit of businesses struggling 
with COVID-19 health man-
dates.

The city had previously 
closed and blocked off street 
area to vehicular traffic as a 
response to the health order 
put in place by Los Angeles 
County Health Department 
on July 14, in hopes that the 
restaurants in the area would 
be able to maintain some form 
of business while prohibited 
from indoor operations. 

Currently, three busi-
nesses - Bastard’s American 
Canteen, Lock and Key Social 
Drinkery, and Joseph’s Bar 
and Grill – are utilizing the 
space. 

According to staff, a sur-
vey of businesses in the Dis-
trict at Downey returned four 
replies, evenly split with four 
in approval of and four against 
the closure. 

Specifically, businesses 
to the south of the district had 
concerns over parking and ac-
cessibility.

Staff offered three poten-
tial options, including keeping 
the street closed, reopening 
the street back to pre-COVID 
conditions, or reopening the 
street with the allowance of 
parklets.

District 5 council can-
didate Mario Trujillo – who 
owns property in the area – 
suggested that the street could 
be utilized during weekend 

Cerritos College Celebrates Completion 
of New Health and Wellness Complex

Cerritos College cel-
ebrated the grand opening of 
phase II of its Health & Well-
ness Complex on Oct. 2. The 
completed 76,000-square-
foot Complex is the campus' 
first green-certified building 
through the Measure G (2012) 
bond. The College opened 
phase I in March 2019, in-
cluding a Conference Center 
and Dance, Fitness, and Phys-
ical Education Buildings. 

The new 13,000-square-
foot Team Rooms building 
accommodates the College’s 

evenings through the use of 
ballards, but otherwise should 
be left clear for residents.

“You cannot close 
Downey Avenue to the resi-
dents, it’s really unfair to 
them,” said Trujillo. “You 
have to remember the resi-
dents; that’s their street…”

“Those ballards, you 
shoot them up at 6:30 pm on 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sun-
days on special occasions; but 
you’ve got to let those resi-
dents go through.”

Trujillo also advocated 
for keeping things as they 
stand currently.

“The businesses were told 
that you were going to close 
for six months, so what I’m 
asking for is keep the status 
quo,” said Trujillo. “I’m dis-
appointed in the neighbors to 
the south, the other business-
es. Now is a time to be a good 
neighbor…these businesses 
are trying to thrive.”

Ultimately, council mem-
ber decided to reopen the 
street, while still allowing 
businesses to operate within 
specified parklets.

Mayor Pro Tem Claudia 
Frometa said that “We only 
have a certain amount of 
space, and we have to work 
with that.”

“I think that our city will 
have to continue to navigate 
through this process in a very 
delicate way,” said Frometa. 
“If the pedestrian traffic is not 
what we anticipated when we 
initially looked at this, and the 

sports programs, including 
baseball, men’s and women’s 
soccer, softball, swimming, 
tennis, water polo, and wres-
tling. The 9,000-square-foot 
Student Health Services build-
ing features a triage area, six 
treatment rooms, a lab, coun-
seling and meeting rooms, a 
nurse’s station, and offices. 

The facility is convenient-
ly located to provide medical 
vehicles easy access to cam-
pus, when needed. The new 
facility also features a Well-
ness Courtyard and Walking 

Track to promote outdoor 
fitness, instruction, training, 
exercise, and student engage-
ment activities. 

“Our beautiful Health & 
Wellness Complex would not 
be possible without the sup-
port of our community. This 
new state-of-the art facility 
will provide students with ac-
cess to much-needed health 
support services, and new 
modern facilities to help our 
student-athletes prepare for 
game day,” said Dr. Jose Fi-
erro, president/superintendent.

In Loving Memory of  
Gateway Guardian Founder 

Melinda Kimsey
Obituary on Page 5

Ward Elementary Named a 
National Blue Ribbon School

 The U.S. Department of 
Education recognized Ward 
Elementary School, along 
with 366 other schools across 
the nation, as National Blue 
Ribbon Schools for 2020. 

The recognition is based 
on a school's overall academ-
ic performance or progress 
in closing achievement gaps 
among student subgroups. 

Out of the 367 schools 
selected for this award, 36 of 
these schools are in Califor-
nia and only nine of those are 

within Los Angeles County. 
With the designation, 

Ward Elementary became the 
first school in the district’s 
history to be named a Nation-
al Blue Ribbon School.

Now in its 38th year, the 
coveted National Blue Rib-
bon Schools award affirms 

the hard work of educators, 
families, and communities in 
creating safe and welcoming 
schools where students mas-
ter challenging and engaging 
content.

"Congratulations to this 
year's National Blue Ribbon 
School awardees," said U.S. 
Secretary of Education Betsy 
DeVos. "It's a privilege to 
recognize the extraordinary 
work you do to meet students' 

See Ward Elementary Page 2 

See Downey Avenue Page 4
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The Gateway Guardian is 
published bi-weekly. Contents 
of the newspaper may not be 
reproduced without the written 
permission from the Publisher. 
All submissions for publica-
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be returned. The paper does not 
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published. All submissions are 
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The Gateway Guardian is grate-
ful for the following guest writers 
who have submitted articles and 
have contributed to the sucess of 
the newspaper: Brad Beach, Edna 
Ethington, Dr. Bob Hughlett,  
Leah Nass and many more.

Ad deadline is the Friday before 
publication date. Camera-ready 
copy is accepted or custom ads 
may be designed by the staff.
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LOCAL NEWS

Next School  
Board Meeting:  

 Nov 4 • 7 p.m.

District Office: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

Friends of 
the Cerritos 
Library 
Honored 

The Cerritos City Council 
recognized the Friends of the 
Cerritos Library, honoring the 
organization for its outstand-
ing contributions as part of 
National Friends of Libraries 
Week Oct. 18 through 24.

The Friends of the Cerri-
tos Library was commended 
for its support of the Cerri-
tos Library through volunteer 
services and funding for pro-
grams such as the Summer 
Reading Program and art and 
writing contests for students. 
The Friends group also or-
ganizes book sales, staffs the 
Friends of the Cerritos Library 
bookstore, presents the Home-
work Help program and pro-
motes Library services.

Student Volunteer Work in the Quarantine
By Ashley Gong

With nothing but our 
screens to keep us entertained, 
the ever-growing snowball 
of global issues is becoming 
more and more imminent dai-
ly. No group knows a screen 
like our youth, the tech-sav-
viest generation yet, but this 
familiarity with technology is 
coupled with a heart of gold, 
as teens have found both vir-
tual and socially distanced 
ways to reach out to the less 
fortunate during this tumultu-
ous time.

Many students utilize on-
line platforms to give back to 
communities. Ayaan Ekram, a 
senior at Whitney High School 
who is heavily involved with 
volunteer work on campus, 
informs, “Ways to volunteer 
online include using search 
engine alternatives, such as 
searchscene.com or websites 
such as freerice.com”.  Web-
sites like these donate to food 
banks, natural disaster relief 
efforts, and other charities 
simply through user interac-
tion. Even confined to their 
homes, students use these fun-
draising platforms to reach 
communities across the world.

However, no online plat-
forms are used more preva-
lently than social media sites, 
where adolescents are prolific 
posters of informative graph-

ics, donation links, and peti-
tions that inform on global 
issues and advocate for social 
change. 

Whitney High School se-
nior Amrita Vinjamury ex-
plains, “There is a barrage of 
information we receive, and it 
almost feels wrong not to ad-
vocate.” Advocacy can range 
from raising awareness of the 
crisis in Lebanon to fight-
ing against racism to remind-
ing each other to wear masks 
when exiting the home. By 
spreading the message on so-
cial media, teens are becoming 
a larger presence in their com-
munities and educating them-
selves and others.

Other students are making 
an impact in their communi-
ties by directly reaching out to 
economically disadvantaged 
and the elderly. “Every week I 
bring food boxes to 21 differ-
ent families who have been af-
fected by Covid”, shares Whit-
ney High School senior Jack 
Manalo. Students have given 
back in endless other ways, 
such as making masks for the 
economically underprivileged, 

writing letters to seniors who 
are experiencing loneliness, 
and making videos and cards 
thanking first responders for 
their essential work.

The quarantine has also 
led to the birth of many youth 
led charity organizations. 
Whether it be through selling 
handmade products or tutoring 
kids online, students are us-
ing their unique skills to help 
others. After seeing that fam-
ily-owned businesses were ex-
periencing low traffic, Hirad 
Hosseini, a senior at Whitney 
High School, co-founded The 
Serving Slice, a nonprofit ded-
icated to redistributing surplus 
food to the socioeconomically 
disadvantaged. “We also want 
to give these local businesses 
a chance to engage with their 
community and to get philan-
thropic recognition”, he ex-
plained. Unique ventures such 
as these focus on aiding the 
most impacted groups during 
the pandemic.

While the COVID-19 
pandemic has undoubtedly 
rocked the world, teens have 
been using their voice to ad-
vocate for change and their 
actions to reach out to the less 
privileged. This generation of 
youth can be recognized not 
only for its technological skill 
but for its compassion, and are 
already making change daily 
in their communities.

needs and prepare them for 
successful careers and mean-
ingful lives."

The Education Depart-
ment recognizes all schools 
in one of two performance 
categories, based on all stu-
dent scores, student subgroup 
scores and graduation rates: 
Exemplary High Perform-
ing Schools and Exemplary 
Achievement Gap Closing 
Schools. Ward Elementary 
School’s designation was 
in honor of the Exemplary 
Achievement Gap Closing 
Schools which identified 
Ward for being among Cali-
fornia’s highest performing 
schools in closing achieve-
ment gaps.

Up to 420 schools may 
be nominated each year. The 
U.S. Education Department 
invites National Blue Ribbon 
School nominations from the 
top education official in all 
states, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, the Department of 
Defense Education Activity 
and the Bureau of Indian Ed-
ucation. Private schools are 
nominated by the Council for 
American Private Education 
(CAPE).

The 2020 National Blue 
Ribbon Schools Awards Cer-
emony will be held virtually 
Nov. 12 and 13, as the oppor-
tunity to celebrate in person 
is not possible given the cur-
rent situation regarding CO-
VID-19. Ward Elementary 
School along with the other 
316 public and 50 non-public 
school honorees will join in 
on this virtual celebration as 
well as receive a plaque and 
flag via mail to showcase on 
their campus.

Ward 
Elementary 
Named National 
Blue Ribbon 
School From Page 1

City of Cerritos COVID-19 Update
The Cerritos Library now 

offers the public the ability 
to register for a new Cerri-
tos Library card while the li-
brary is closed to the public. 
Instructions are posted on the 
library's website at cerritosli-

brary.us. Applications can be 
submitted online, by mail or 
over the telephone. After re-
ceiving an application, library 
staff will schedule an appoint-
ment for the person to bring 
their required documents to a 
table outside the Library for 
review, and will then issue the 
new library card if all the in-
formation is complete.

Extended tennis court 
hours are now available at Cer-
ritos Park East, Liberty Park 
and Westgate Park, Mondays 
through Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Los Angeles County 
is now allowing doubles play.

On Sept. 2, the Los An-
geles County Department of 
Public Health issued a revised 
Health Officer Order allowing 
hair salons and barbershops 
to reopen for indoor services 
at 25 percent occupancy, pro-
vided they are in full compli-
ance with the Health Officer's 
protocols. These protocols 
include physical distancing 
and the use of face coverings 
for both employees and cus-
tomers, among other require-
ments. The order encourages 
these businesses to continue 
outdoor operations when pos-

sible.
The revised order also al-

lows for limited, on-campus 
operation for schools in L.A. 
County. Kindergarten through 
12th grade schools are able 
to offer in-school services 
for small groups of students 
with Individualized Education 
Plans (IEP), students requir-
ing instruction for English as 
a Second Language (ESL) or 
students needing assessments 
or specialized in-school ser-
vices. The schools must be 
able to fully implement the 
Health Officer's guidance and 
protocols and submit an op-
erational plan.

The City continues to 
carefully monitor information 
about when and how City fa-
cilities will be allowed to re-
open, and will provide updates 
as they become available. For 
a complete list of the status of 
City facilities, programs and 
events, please visit the City's 
website at cerritos.us.

As of press time, the 
County reported a total of 545 
cases of COVID-19 in Cerri-
tos and 15 deaths due to COV-
ID-19. There were 17 reported 
cases of COVID-19 in the un-
incorporated area of Cerritos. 
The City's website has a link 
titled "Novel Coronavirus in 
Los Angeles County" that 
opens a page with information 
about the number of cases in 
cities throughout the County.

The City will continue to 
update residents and the com-
munity through its website, 
email blasts, Cerritos TV3 
and "The Cerritos News." To 
sign up to receive City email 
blasts, click the "E-News" red 
envelope link on the homep-
age of the City's website at 
cerritos.us.

Great Plates Delivered 
Program

The Great Plates Deliv-
ered program has been ex-
tended through Friday, Octo-
ber 9. This program provides 
three free home-delivered 
meals a day from local res-
taurants to qualifying older 
adults and adults over 60 who 
are at high-risk of COVID-19. 
Cerritos residents can call 211 
or visit the website covid19.
lacounty.gov for more infor-
mation.

"Library News" and 
"Lifelong Enrichment"

The October 2020 issue 
of the "Library News" and the 
"Lifelong Enrichment" will 
not be published. The news-
letters are on hiatus pending 
the scheduling of upcoming 
services, programs and events.

For the most updated City 
information related to COV-
ID-19, please visit cerritos.us.

For the latest updates on 
COVID-19, please visit the 
County of Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Public Health website 
at publichealth.lacounty.gov.
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Email your letter to:
danajhawkins@yahoo.com

•  Letters must be no more than 

200 words, typed and double 

spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the 

author and must include the 

author’s address and phone 

number.

Crimemapping.com Offers Current Crime Information

Cerritos residents and businesses are encouraged to access current crime information 
on crimemapping.com, which posts information obtained from law enforcement agencies 
throughout the United States. Users can create customized searches for a particular type of 

crime or a specific geographical area, and the site provides a map outlining where that crime 
has taken place. The site also provides comprehensive statistics about other crimes in a given 
location. Residents can create alerts, which notify them of crimes that occur within two miles 
of a selected location. The site also offers data on sex offenders and the frequency of crimes 

by day and time. For more crime information and safety tips, visit safercerritos.com.

Menstrual Products Right to 
Know Act Signed by Governor

Assemblymember Assem-
blymember Cristina Garcia 
continues her work on men-
strual equity with the signing 
of Assembly Bill (AB) 1989 
Menstrual Product Ingredient 
Disclosure. AB 1989 will pro-
tect people’s health by requir-
ing the disclosure of all ingre-
dients in menstrual products 
including tampons, pads, cups, 
disks, sponges, and menstrual 
underwear.

“Consumers in California 
have a right to know what is 
in the products they will be us-
ing for over 40 years of their 
life, in order to protect their 

Governor Newsom signed 
landmark legislation that re-
quires diversity on corporate 
boards in California. The bill, 
AB 979, is joint authored 
by Assemblymembers Chris 
Holden, Cristina Garcia, and 
David Chiu, with Assembly-
member Eloise Gomez Reyes 
and Senator Ben Hueso as 
principal co-author. The bill 
requires publicly held corpora-
tions headquartered in Califor-
nia to have at least one direc-
tor from an underrepresented 
community by the close of 
2021.

“The new law represents a 
big step forward for racial eq-
uity,” said Assemblymember 
Chris Holden. “While some 
corporations were already 
leading the way to combat 
implicit bias, now, all of Cali-
fornia’s corporate boards will 
better reflect the diversity of 
our State. This is a win-win as 
ethnically diverse boards have 
shown to outperform those that 
lack diversity.”

Soon after the social unrest 
following the killing of George 
Floyd, many corporations 
publicly stated their support 
for diversity and Black lives. 
Researchers, however, have 

California Bill Requiring Diversity on  
Corporate Boards Signed into Law

Supervisor Hahn Takes Steps 
to Protect Skilled Nursing 
Facility Patients Right to Vote

Los Angeles County 
Supervisor Janice Hahn is 
concerned that public health 
measures to protect residents 
of Skilled Nursing Facilities 
from COVID-19 may prevent 
them from being able to vote 
in the upcoming election. She 
has sent a letter to the Coun-
ty’s Registrar Recorder Coun-
ty Clerk Dean Logan request-
ing steps be taken to ensure 
these residents can receive 
and cast their ballots.

“These residents have the 
right to vote, even in the mid-
dle of a pandemic,” Supervi-
sor Janice Hahn. “Our Regis-
trar Recorder and these nurs-
ing facility operators, needs to 
take steps to make sure these 
residents can safely receive 
and cast their ballots as they 
get the care they need."

Supervisor Hahn was con-
tacted by the Gray Panthers 
Political Action Commit-
tee which advocates for the 
rights of older voters. They 
expressed concerns that visi-
tation restrictions in place at 
Skilled Nursing Facilities in 
LA County during the ongo-
ing pandemic could prevent 
residents from receiving their 
mail-in-ballots if they are de-
livered to their permanent ad-
dresses and to be brought into 

Veterans Day Ceremony Canceled

Due to the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the City of 
Cerritos' annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony, originally sched-
uled for Nov. 11, has been can-
celed.

The City's Veterans Proj-
ect website at cerritosveterans.

com recognizes those in the 
community who have served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces. Infor-
mation about current or former 
Cerritos residents who have 
served in the United States Air 
Force, Army, Coast Guard, 
Marines or Navy is available 
on the website.

The City also honors veter-
ans with the Cerritos Veterans 
Memorial displayed at the Civ-
ic Center. Designed by James 
T. Russell, the artwork consists 
of a polished stainless steel 

health.” Garcia continued, 
“My goal with this law is to 
increase the awareness of the 
toxic chemicals currently in 
our menstrual products. It was 
troubling at best to learn that 
products people rely on con-
tain Phthalates, Bisphenols, 
Parabens, and PFAS/PFOA, 
which all have been found to 
be harmful to human health. 
Periods are not a luxury and 
people should have the knowl-
edge to make safer choices.”

“I would like to commend 
Governor Newson on signing 
this common sense bill that 
will help protect the health of 

half the population who get a 
period. This law will require 
the most comprehensive dis-
closure for menstrual prod-
ucts in the world,” concluded 
Garcia.

The self-proclaimed peri-
od princess, Assemblymember 
Garcia will continue her work 
on the permanent removal of 
the Tampon Tax, and expand-
ing free access to menstrual 
products in college and uni-
versity bathrooms. In addition, 
Garcia will continue to work 
to build on menstrual equity, 
increasing access, and destig-
matizing our biology.

pointed out that this public sup-
port for social justice move-
ments often does not lead to 
long-term structural change in 
hiring and retention policies of 
a diverse staff and leadership. 
The current statistics are quite 
stark. The Deloitte Missing 
Pieces Report: The 2018 Board 
Diversity Census of Women 
and Minorities on Fortune 500 
Boards found that out of 1,222 
new board members of Fortune 
100 companies, 77 percent 
were white.

“The lack of diversity on 
California’s boards and upper 
level corporate positions is a 
challenge we urged corpora-
tions to address on their own 
during our time in the Legisla-
ture,” said Assemblymember 
Christina Garcia. “However, 
it is clear we can no longer 
wait for corporations to figure 
it out on their own. By ensur-
ing diversity on their boards, 
we know the corporations are 
more likely to both create op-
portunities for people of color 
and give them the support to 
thrive within that corporation. 
I’m excited this bill is signed 
and look forward to California 
continuing to lead the way in 
our fight for racial equity in 

general.” 
"This measure recognizes 

that including the perspectives 
of underrepresented groups 
in leadership roles will result 
in more innovation, improved 
productivity, and better eco-
nomic outcomes," said Assem-
blymember David Chiu, Chair 
of the Asian Pacific Islander 
Legislative Caucus. "I applaud 
Governor Newsom for signing 
this important bill to ensure 
corporate boards reflect the 
diversity of our state and are 
able to truly serve California's 
diverse population."

In addition to the 2021 
benchmark, AB 979 also re-
quires corporate boards to 
include two members from 
underrepresented communi-
ties for corporations with more 
than four members, while cor-
porations with more than nine 
must have a minimum of three 
by 2022. The bill defines a di-
rector from an underrepresent-
ed community as an individual 
who self-identifies as Black, 
African American, Hispanic, 
Latino, Asian, Pacific Islander, 
Native American, Native Ha-
waiian, or Alaska Native, or 
who self-identifies as gay, les-
bian, bisexual, or transgender.

the facility by a family mem-
ber. Unlike long-term nursing 
homes, Skilled Nursing Facil-
ities are often temporary resi-
dences for people who need 
extra care after a surgery or 
other medical issue.

In response, Supervisor 
Hahn has instructed County 
Registrar Recorder County 
Clerk Dean Logan to notify 
all Skilled Nursing Facilities 
in Los Angeles County that 
they should submit a Vote 
by Mail Hospital Applica-
tion. This would provide the 
Registrar Recorder with a 
list of individuals residing at 
the Skilled Nursing Facilities 
during election season so they 
can ensure these residents are 
sent a vote by mail ballot di-
rectly to the facilities, rather 
than their permanent address-
es. She also urged the Regis-
trar Recorder to take further 
actions if needed to guarantee 
these residents’ right to vote.

In addition, at Supervi-
sor Hahn’s request, the LA 
County Department of Public 
Health will be sending a letter 
to all Skilled Nursing Facili-
ties communicating the im-
portance of facilitating their 
patients’ right to vote through 
enabling loved ones to safely 
drop off ballots at the facility.

sculpture rising from a 20-foot 
circular black granite reflecting 
pool surrounded by five podi-
ums. The podiums are embla-
zoned with a three-dimensional 
gold star on the front façade, 
with the military seal from each 
branch of the United States 
Armed Forces placed at the top 
of the podiums. 

Plaques on the memorial 
honor the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine and special groups rec-
ognized by the U.S. Congress 
for their service and support of 
the U.S. Armed Forces during 
World War I and II. The memo-
rial is also inscribed in memory 
of Lieutenant Colonel Mario 
Carazo, a resident of Cerritos 
who was killed while flying a 
combat mission over Helmand 
province in Afghanistan.
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LA County Supervisors Allow 
Breweries and Wineries to 
Re-Open for Outdoor Service

The Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved a motion authored by 
Supervisor Janice Hahn and 
co-authored by Supervisor 
Kathryn Barger which will 
allow breweries and wineries 
to begin outdoor service this 
month, in accordance with 
current State health orders.

"I think it is time that we 
allow our breweries and win-
eries to resume outdoor ser-
vice consistent with the State 
orders," said Supervisor Janice 
Hahn. "We have made prog-
ress slowing the spread of this 
virus and we did not see the 
spike in cases after Labor Day 
that I know many of us had 
been dreading. The action we 
are taking today puts us in line 
with the State's health orders."

The State of California 
has allowed breweries and 
wineries to reopen for outdoor 
service if they partner with 
a third-party permitted food 
vendor. However, the County 
of Los Angeles has not permit-
ted breweries and wineries that 
do not have restaurant licenses 
to resume service. While sev-
eral breweries and wineries do 

Cerritos Iron-Wood Women's Golf 
Club Welcomes New Members

Cerritos Iron-Wood 
Women's Golf Club, a non-
profit organization founded in 
1978 that promotes golf, fun 
and friendship, welcomes new 
members. Membership in the 
Cerritos Iron-Wood Women's 
Golf Club is open to all wom-
en, age 18 or older.

The club plays golf every 
Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. at Cer-
ritos Iron-Wood Nine Golf 
Course. The organization also 
holds weekly tournaments, as 
well as monthly meetings at 
the Liberty Park Washington 
Room to present awards, enjoy 
a potluck, celebrate members' 
birthdays and deliver Board of 
Director reports.

The Cerritos Iron-Wood 
Women's Golf Club hosts 
an invitational golf tourna-

FoodHelp Breaks Ground on Expansion
From left: Marty Fehn, director of FoodHelp; Ivan Sulic, field representative for Supervisor Janice Hahn; Beth 
Gendrea, Maria Arencibia, and Jim Wilkinson. (Photo by Alex Dominguez)

First Christian Church 
held a groundbreaking cer-
emony Wednesday for an ex-
pansion of its FoodHelp food 
bank.

Founded in 2005, Food-
Help has served 72 local cit-
ies and 129 zip codes around 
the Los Angeles, Orange, and 
Ventura Counties area with 
food for individuals in need.

According to Jim Wilkin-
son, the food bank has seen a 
huge growth in need over the 
past year.

“2019, we served at the 
food bank 5,479 families. So 
far in 2020, 9,957 just from 
January to August,” said 
Wilkinson. “That’s 180 plus 
percent increase.”

Work on the new storage 
structure is currently sched-
uled to begin mid-October and 
finish around December or 

January.
Several notable officials 

were in attendance to com-
memorate the project.

Representing the office of 
Supervisor Janice Hahn was 
Field Deputy Ivan Sulic.

“It’s truly been a pleasure 
to be a part of the FoodHelp 
family,” said Sulic. “Through-
out the years, our office has 
been committed to donating, 
to honoring the volunteers, 
because there have been some 
amazing volunteers that I have 
had the pleasure of meeting.”

“I’ve had the pleasure of 
meeting the individuals who 
are served by this food bank; 
individuals who need that ex-
tra help, need that extra assis-
tance, and FoodHelp has been 
there for them…It’s been a 
pleasure to see the evolution.”

Also in attendance was 

Mayor Blanca Pacheco.
“I was first introduced 

to FoodHelp back prior to 
city council during my time 
as president of the Kiwanis 
Club,” said Pacheco. “There 
are some amazing volunteers 
that we have here at Food-
Help…These are people with-
in the community who truly 
care about the community, and 
that’s what FoodHelp is.”

“This year was a year 
where our community needed 
us the most, needed FoodHelp 
the most. FoodHelp stepped 
up and they helped the com-
munity.”

The project was funded 
through donations from The 
Kaiser Foundation, Supervi-
sor Hahn, Baker Electric, and 
other private donors. 
Story Provided by  

The Downey Patriot

have restaurant licenses and 
small kitchens, many do not 
and have been struggling to 
survive.

“This is an important 
step forward for businesses 
and employees throughout 
the County,” said Supervi-
sor Kathryn Barger, who co-
authored the motion. “As our 
case numbers have decreased, 
I have championed for brew-
eries and wineries to reopen 
safely with necessary health 
protocols and guidance in 
place. I am pleased to have 
the opportunity to collaborate 
to seek solutions that will help 
support our communities.”

Supervisor Hahn's mo-
tion, which was read-in dur-
ing today's Board meeting, al-
lows breweries and wineries 
to re-open in alignment with 
the State's health order in one 
week. The reopening shall 
abide by strict safety guide-
lines, including but not limited 
to: outside operations, limited 
hours of operation, required 
reservations, appropriate social 
distancing, and all appropriate 
safety measures. The motion 
passed with a vote of 3-2.

ment each year and an Annual 
Away Tournament at Law-
rence Welk Resort.

The club's contributions to 
the community include hold-
ing an annual tournament to 
raise funds for the Breast Can-
cer Angels and programs help-
ing charitable organizations at 
Christmastime.

The organization posts 
course and tournament pho-
tos on social media and can be 
found on Facebook by search-
ing for Iron-Wood Women's 
Golf Club. Women interest-
ed in joining the Iron-Wood 
Women's Golf Club to play 
golf and make long-lasting 
friendships are invited to call 
President Judy O'Leary at 
(562) 896-9017 for more in-
formation.

[pedestrian] traffic is com-
ing the latter part of the eve-
ning, then I don’t see why we 
wouldn’t look at [reopening to 
traffic] and having standard 
parklets in place.”

The city will now run K-
rails up the entirety of the street 
to separate vehicular traffic 
from dining spaces. Businesses 

will have three weeks to make 
the transition, with a 60-day 
evaluation period.

The item was approved 
3-0, with Councilman Rick 
Rodriguez absent and Mayor 
Blanca Pacheco abstaining 
due to her office’s proximity.
Story Provided by  

The Downey Patriot

Downey Avenue to Reopen
From Page 1
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Melinda Catherine Kim-
sey was born May 17,1949. 
She was raised in Downey, 
California by her parents, 
William and Catherine Ma-
roney. Melinda was married 
to Kenneth Kimsey in 1969 
and was a mother to his 
two sons, Frank and Craig. 
A few years later they wel-
comed their son Darrin, then 
Mike, and Robert. Melinda 
and Kenny moved to Cerri-
tos over 40 years ago where 
they raised their family. 

In 1997 Melinda earned 
her Masters degree from 
California State Long 
Beach, and started her career 
in teaching. Melinda was a 
teacher for over 20 years, 
most recently at Blessed 
Sacrament in Westminister. 
She taught elementary and 
middle school students and 
loved her job and the chil-
dren she taught. Melinda was 
currently in the final stage of 
earning her Doctorate from 

Farewell to  
Melinda Kimsey

Grand Canyon University. 
Throughout Melinda’s 40 

years in the City of Cerritos, 
she has served on countless 
committees and was a member 
of Soroptimist International for 
25 years, serving as president 
for two terms. Melinda loved 
her community and the people 
in it so much. Seven years ago 
Melinda created the Gateway 
Guardian newspaper in which 
she was the owner and pub-
lisher. Melinda enjoyed going 
to city events and promoting 
the services and events that the 
city offers as well as accom-
plishments of students in the 
community. 

Melinda loved spend-
ing time with her family and 
friends, teaching, and serving 
her community. Melinda is 
survived by her sons, Darrin 
(Monica), Mike (Karen), and 
Robert (Laura), her grand-
children, Austin, Alexandria, 
James, Sophia, Ethan, Ryan, 
Jackson, Madison, Noah, and 

Nick. 
Melinda’s presence will 

be greatly missed by those 
who know and love her. She 
took comfort in hearing and 
reading Psalm 23:

“The Lord is my shep-
herd, I shall not want. He 
makes me lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me be-
sides quiet waters. He re-
stores my soul; He guides 
me in the paths of righteous-
ness for His names sake. 
Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of 
death, I fear no evil, for you 
are with me; you’re rod and 
your staff, they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before 
me in the presence of my 
enemies; you have anointed 
my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. Surely goodness 
and loving kindness will fol-
low me all the days of my 
life and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever.”

- Psalm 23

Founder, Mother, and Friend

El Dia de Los Muertos Festival Goes Virtual This Year

Dancers posing in front of sculpture by Martin Sanchez - 2017 Festival. (Photo by 
Carol Kearns) Dancers posing with costumed skeletons - 2017 Festival. (Photo by Carol Kearns)

 Last year, to the disap-
pointment of more than 30,000 
potential attendees, Downey’s 
popular Dia de los Muertos Art 
Festival had to be canceled due 
to Measure S remodeling and 
upgrades at the Downey The-
atre. This year, live events at 
the theatre are canceled due to 
the COVID pandemic.

Not wanting to disappoint 
fans for a second year in a row, 
the Downey Theatre is prepar-
ing an extensive online event 
that will feature many of the 
favorite activities of prior fes-
tivals. 

Dia de los Muertos, Day of 
the Dead, is an annual Mexi-
can holiday dedicated to re-
membering and celebrating 

deceased family members. The 
day is often marked with me-
morial altars, graveside visits, 
and special food preparation. 
Sugar calaveras (skulls), skele-
tons, and marigolds symbolize 
the festivities.

“Everything you experi-
ence at our normal festival,” 
says Amber Vogel, Director of 
the Downey Theatre, “we’re 
trying to represent that com-
ponent or that category in this 
virtual art festival.”

Entitled “En la Casa” (At 
Home), this year’s seventh an-
nual Dia de los Muertos Art 
Festival is scheduled for Sun-
day, Nov. 1. The “interactive 
landing” page will go live at 
11 a.m., reports Vogel, “and 

stay open into the evening. We 
have over 50 participating or-
ganizations and vendors that 
will contribute content to this 
virtual festival.” 

Stay Gallery, another well-
known Downey art venue, is a 
festival partner and will host an 
extensive 3-D art exhibition, 
La Ofrenda (The Offering), 
featuring original work by area 
artists. Gabriel Enamorado, 
Director of Stay Gallery, says 
that the site might be expanded 
to two virtual rooms because 
they have had so many sub-
missions.

Vogel says her team started 
planning back in April, when 
quarantine advisories were 
most restrictive. “We knew 

pretty early on that we weren’t 
going to be able to have a live 
festival,” she recounts. “We 
had a lot of participants who 
were really looking forward 
to having it this year, and of 
course when COVID hit, they 
were pretty disappointed.” 

Created in 2013, this an-
nual free event quickly become 
a favorite with the general 
public. The format was family-
friendly with something for ev-
eryone. Inside the theatre tradi-
tional Mexican dance groups 
performed onstage, classic 
movies were shown, and the 
lobby held displays of original 
artwork and an exhibition of 
altars celebrating family mem-
bers and ancestors. Outside 

were activities for children, 
vendors, and food trucks.

This year, with public 
events still banned by govern-
ment order, the Downey The-
atre exemplifies the thousands 
of art and educational groups 
across the country that are 
seeking ways to adapt to pan-
demic restrictions while still 
offering meaningful entertain-
ment to the public.

People wishing to learn 
more about the Dia de los 
Muertos Art Festival on Nov.  
1, and some of the artists, can 
visit the following websites:

http://ddlm.downeytheatre.org
www.stayarts.org
www.diegomarcialrios.com

National Night Out is 
an annual initiative to unite 
residents in neighborhoods 
across America in building 
strong, positive relation-
ships with their public safety 
personnel. National Night 
Out brings crime prevention 
and fire safety awareness to 
communities and promotes 
partnership building to make 
neighborhoods safer and 
more caring places to live.

Typically, National Night 
Out is held the first week of 
August, but due to COV-
ID-19, it was postponed this 
year. National Night Out was 
celebrated nationwide on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, 2020. Na-
tional Night Out is designed 
to:

• Heighten crime and 
drug prevention awareness.

• Generate support for, 
and participation in, local 
anti-crime programs.

• Strengthen neighbor-

hood spirit and public safety 
partnerships with the com-
munity.

• Send a message to 
criminals letting them know 
that neighborhoods are or-
ganized and looking out for 
each other to prevent crime.

Although the City can-
not host a public event due to 
COVID-19, families can cel-
ebrate together in these

ways:
• Show your support of 

National Night Out on Oct. 
6 by turning on your porch 
lights.

• Do a walk-around of 
your home and vehicles to 
ensure everything is secure 
and no valuables are in sight; 
this preventative measure 
significantly reduces crime.

• Consider joining the 
Neighborhood Watch Pro-
gram. Neighborhood Watch 
is a great way to promote 
safety and community in your 
neighborhood, by proactively 
practicing crime prevention 
and sending a strong message 
to criminals that residents do 
not tolerate crime. 

Anyone interested in 
joining Artesia’s Neighbor-
hood Watch Program should 
contact City Hall at (562) 
865-6262 ext. 0.
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Artesia Cerritos United 
Methodist Church
18523 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Artesia Christian Church
11625 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos First Assembly
18400 Pioneer Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos Presbyterian Church
11841 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Church in Cerritos
11428 187th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Cornerstone Community 
Church
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Baptist Church of Artesia
18400 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Christian Reformed 
Church of Artesia
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Holy Family Catholic Church
18626 Clarkdale Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11972 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

 
 
 

 
Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11976 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Korean Independent 
Presbyterian Church
18116 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
New Life Community 
Church
18800 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Pentecostal Church of God
18510 Corby Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
River Shore Korean 
Chuch
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Seam International 
Christian Training Center
18021 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
St Paul Evangelical 
Community Church
11428 Artesia Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Trinity Christian Reformed 
Church
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
World Full Gospel Church
18021 Norwalk Blvd Ste 204 
Artesia, CA 90701
 

DIRECTORY: 

CHURCHES IN ARTESIA

Apps offered by City of Cerritos
The City of Cerritos of-

fers various apps to make life 
easier for residents.

GoRequest: Available for 
iPhones and Android phones, 
the app allows residents to 
make service requests. Down-
load the app from the Android 
Market/Google Play or iPhone 
App Store by searching for 
"GoRequest." Residents can 
report issues in the following 
categories: graffiti; trees – 
trim, roots or inspection; pot-
hole or street issue; sidewalk 
or gutter; streetlight, street 
sign or traffic signal; debris 
or trash; weeds or overgrown 
vegetation; animal issue; code 
enforcement; water issue; or 
other.

The app uses the phone's 
GIS information to record the 
location of the service request. 
Photos of the area can be at-
tached to the service request. 
Once an issue is reported 
through the app, City staff will 
track it and send status reports 
to the resident. For more infor-
mation, call the City's Public 
Works Department at (562) 
916-1220.

Cerritos Library To Go: 
This app offers a tour of the 
library and access to the eCat-
alog, event calendar and the 
library's YouTube videos. The 
app's BookLook Mobile™ 
feature allows users to scan 
or enter a book's ISBN bar-

Making Your Home Earthquake-Ready

Californians live in earth-
quake country and while trem-
ors can strike at any time with-
out warning, there are ways to 
make your home safer.

Strap down heavy objects: 
Secure television sets, com-
puters and stereos. Use buck-
les and safety straps to keep 
oversized objects from mov-
ing during the shaking.

Anchor and brace: Tall 
items (such as bookcases, en-
tertainment consoles, file cabi-
nets, dressers and large appli-
ances like refrigerators) can 
tip over. Use flexible fasteners 
to anchor them to the studs in 
the wall. Use a metal bracing 
kit to strap the water heater to 
wall studs. Use a brace that is 
secured to the ceiling joist for 
ceiling fans, chandeliers and 
light fixtures to keep them 
from falling in a quake.

Install child safety latches: 
Cabinet doors and drawers 
can swing vigorously during 
intense shaking, causing inju-
ries and destruction. Installing 
latches on cabinet doors and 

code data to see if the book 
is in the library's collection. 
With the app's Smart Prefix™ 
search, parts of words (such as 
"har pot ch" when looking for 
"Harry Potter and the Cham-
ber of Secrets") can be entered 
to easily search the eCatalog.

Cerritos Library cardhold-
ers can access their accounts 
and some of the library's re-
search databases, download 
eBooks and eAudio Books and 
place books on hold through 
the app.

To download the app, visit 
the iTunes App Store, An-
droid Market/Google Play or 
the Windows Store. For more 
information, call the Cerritos 
Library at (562) 916-1342.

Cerritos on Wheels 
(COW): The free app allows 
passengers to check the loca-
tion of COW buses in real-
time and the arrival time of 
buses in service at any point 
along the route. It can be 
downloaded from the City's 
website at cerritostransit.com 
or from Apple's App store or 
the Android Market/Google 
Play. (To download from the 
App Store or Google Play, 
search for TransLoc Rider.)

The app is provided as 
part of the City's contract with 
First Transit, the COW service 
operator. For more informa-
tion, visit cerritostransit.com 
or call (562) 916-1202.

Cerritos Halloween Festival Canceled

drawers prevents contents like 
glasses and dishes from flying 
out and causing injuries and 
damage.

Hire an inspector: If your 
home was built before 1992, 
when more earthquake-re-
sistance standards were in-
troduced, hire a professional 
to inspect your home. Even 
homes constructed after 1992 
should be checked to ensure 
that structural integrity is 
maintained.

Rearrange furniture: Po-
sition beds near interior walls 
and away from windows. Store 
heavy items on low shelves to 
prevent them from falling dur-
ing a tremblor and causing 
injuries or property damage. 
Don't hang heavy items (such 
as mirrors, plants and framed 
artwork and pictures) above 
beds, couches, chairs or in 
places where people are likely 
to be sitting or sleeping. Use 
closed hooks or adhesive tabs 
to hang pictures, art or mirrors 
on walls.

Secure knickknacks: 
Quickly, safely and affordably 

secure decorative items with 
adhesives such as putty and 
Velcro.

Store hazardous chemi-
cals properly: Hazardous 
household chemicals (bleach, 
gasoline and fertilizer) should 
be stored far away from fur-
naces and stoves so they can't 
tip over and catch fire during 
a quake.

Clear a path: Keep all 
forms of exits clear and easily 
accessible.

Add flexible connections: 
Make sure appliances have 
flexible gas or electrical con-
nections so they won't break 
and cause other hazards like 
gas leakage or fires during an 
earthquake. Know how to turn 
off your utilities, including 
gas, water and electricity.

Check the chimney: Have 
your chimney inspected by a 
licensed civil engineer for sta-
bility and safety – especially 
in homes built before 1960.

Assess the foundation: 
Have a licensed civil engi-
neer ensure that your home 
is bolted to the foundation; 
this is particularly important 
if your home was built before 
1935. If your home is built 
on a raised foundation, make 
sure that it has shear plywood 
walls in the crawlspace, rath-
er than the older-style cripple 
walls.

Consider insurance: Con-
sider buying earthquake insur-
ance since most homeowner's 
policies do not cover earth-
quake damage.

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the City's annual 
Halloween Festival has been 
canceled.

The Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health 
recommends that the public 
take part in this holiday in a 
manner that reduces the risk of 
spreading COVID-19.

Under the current Health 
Officer Order, Halloween 
gatherings, events or parties 
with non-household members 
are not permitted, even if they 
are conducted outdoors. Car-
nivals, festivals, live entertain-
ment and haunted house at-

tractions are not allowed.
Due to the difficulty of 

maintaining proper social 
distancing in the following 
instances, door-to-door trick-
or-treating and "trunk or treat-
ing," which involves car-to-
car candy dispersal, are not 
recommended.

Online parties, car pa-
rades that comply with public 
health guidance and decorat-
ing homes and yards with Hal-
loween-themed decorations 
are allowed.

Regardless of how you 
choose to celebrate Hallow-
een, it is important to keep in 

mind the following:
• Wear a cloth face cov-

ering when outside your home 
and around others who are not 
part of your household.

• Maintain social dis-
tancing of at least 6 feet be-
tween you and others who are 
not part of your household.

• Wash or sanitize your 
hands often.

• Clean frequently 
touched items regularly.

• If you are sick or have 
been in contact with someone 
with COVID-19 or has symp-
toms of COVID-19, stay home 
and away from others.

The City of Cerritos is 
seeking names of Cerritos res-
idents who have served in the 
U.S. Armed Forces. Names 
can also be submitted in mem-
ory of past Cerritos resident 
veterans. The information will 
be included in a 2020 Veterans 
Day video tribute that will also 
feature a message from Mayor 

Naresh Solanki. Veterans and 
their families are invited to 
submit a veteran’s name and 
branch of service to webmas-
ter@cerritos.us by Friday, 
Oct. 30.

  While a formal Veter-
ans Day Ceremony is not pos-
sible this year because of CO-
VID-19, the City of Cerritos is 

proud to honor United States’ 
veterans for their service with 
this special video tribute. The 
video will be broadcast on 
Cerritos TV3 at 9 a.m., 2 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
November 11, and will also be 
posted on the City’s website 
at cerritos.us, Facebook group 
and YouTube channel.

City Seeks Veterans’ Names for Video Tribute
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   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
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 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703
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Cost: $30 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma
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   For Only

 $30
Call Dana

562-229-4612

 

Crossword Answers

1.   Which is the main substance used to 
make a crayon?

2.   What species of whale is known for 
singing long, complex songs?

3.    Where did yoga originate?

4.  78% of the earth’s atmosphere is 
composed of which gas?

5.  Who wrote the screenplay for Rocky?

Answers  1. Wax  2. Humpback 3. India 4. Nitrogen  
5. Sylvester Stallone

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

SEPT. 14

Crossword

Confidential Help for 
Veterans and Their Families

Is There a 
Streetlight Out?

If you would like to report 
a streetlight outage or a 

malfunctioning streetlight, 
please visit the Southern 

California Edison website at:
www.sce.com 

October 23 - November 22
Secretive
Charismatic
Obstinate
Resourceful
Passionate
Investigative
Obsessive
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Election Day 
is Coming!

Be sure to register and fill in your ballot. 
Learn about early voting options in your area.

AQUARIUM OF THE PACIFIC 
LAUNCHES NEW SEAL AND SEA LION EXPERIENCE

Watch as the seals and sea lions enjoy their morning meal and undergo 
their daily health checks, hear about each animal, and ask the animal 

care staff questions

The Aquarium of the Pacific is now offering a new way for visitors to 
view an animal care presentation that makes accommodations for social 

distancing and safety. Starting on Sept. 6, the Aquarium will offer a Seals 
and Sea Lions Experience on Sunday mornings before the Aquarium opens 

to the public.
Join the animal husbandry staff as they feed and care for the Aquarium’s 

seals and sea lions. Limited to twenty guests total and with a maximum 
group size of six people, this exclusive experience gains you early access to 
the Aquarium’s outdoor areas before the facility opens to the public. Get an 
insider’s experience as the seals and sea lions enjoy their morning meal and 
undergo their daily health checks. Animal care staff members will discuss 
each animal and how the Aquarium cares for them and will also answer 

questions from participants. After the presentation, guests will have fifteen 
minutes to begin exploring the outdoor exhibits before they open to the 

public at 9 a.m. Advance reservations are required.

Photos by Madeline WaldenPhotos by Robin Riggs


