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The Annual Cerritos Community Prayer Breakfast was held on May 23 at the Cerritos Sheraton Hotel. Keynote 
Speaker was Mario A. Guerra (left), who immigrated to the United States as a Cuban refugee at the age of 6, was 
a two-time Mayor of Downey, and is an ordained Deacon in the Catholic Church. He serves as the Civilian Aide 
to the Secretary of the Army, Past President of Independent Cities Associates, and author of Embracing Change: 
An Immigrant Saga. Joining him are: (front) Telma Wooley - Community Member; Cindy Skovgard - Path-
ways Volunteer Hospice; Anna Titus - Event Chairperson; Julie Knabe - Committee Member; and LueEllen 
Guidry - Bible Believers Missionary Baptist Church; (back) Guerra, Joseph Lau - Chinese First Evangelical 
Church; Don Knabe - Master of Ceremonies; Dr. Valencia Mayfi eld - ABCUSD; Tom Burns - Community 
Baptist Church; Steve Richardson - Cerritos College Foundation, and Roger Garrett - Committee Member. 

Artesia Council Holds 
Workshop Meeting 
on Apartment Zoning

               See Site Map - Page 3

Cerritos’ Memorial Day 
Ceremony Set for May 28

The City of Cerritos invites 
the community to attend a Memo-
rial Day Ceremony on Monday, 
May 28 at 10 a.m. near the Cer-
ritos Veterans Memorial in the 
Cerritos Civic Center.

The event honors members 
of the United States armed forces 
who have made the ultimate sacri-
fi ce while defending our nation’s 
freedom.

The Memorial Day Ceremony 
will begin with prelude music at 
9:45 a.m. The ceremony will in-
clude a presentation of colors; com-

ments by the City Council; songs 
by Signature A Cappella; laying of 
wreaths; and a moment of silence. 
Light refreshments will be served 
following the ceremony.

For more information, con-
tact the Community Participation 
Division at (562) 865-8101.

 

City of Cerritos

Cerritos Community Prayer 
Breakfast – ‘United in Faith’

In honor of the observance of this year’s National Day of Prayer held on 
May 3, the City of Artesia sponsored event was hosted by Calvary Chapel 
of Artesia. The theme of this year’s observance was Unity. The partici-
pants were: (l to r) Imam Hafez Hafez, Principal Michael Bressert, Pas-
tor Bob DeLeon, Mayor Sally Flowers, Pastor Juno Smalley, Pastor Erick 
Edquist, Rabbi Mark Goldfarb and Pandit Vinod Dave. Following the ser-
vice, lunch was provided by LA Briskett.  

City of Artesia Sponsors 
National Day of Prayer

By Jerry Bernstein

Should Artesia create new 
zoning areas in order to build three 
to seven story apartment buildings? 
This was the topic at a public work-
shop study session May 14 held by 
the city council before a capacity 
crowd of Artesia residents.

City Manager William Rawl-
ings explained the meeting was 
scheduled at the request of the 
council to discuss and receive 
feedback from Artesia residents 
on the subject. Four special dis-
tricts within existing zoning areas 
were proposed. They included 
areas along Pioneer Boulevard, 
South Street, Artesia Boulevard, 
and an area north of the 91 Free-
way on Pioneer.  He said the maps 
were a work in progress.

Depending on the exact lo-
cation, the districts would permit 
construction of three to seven 
story buildings with ground level 
retail and restaurants, service pro-
fessional offi ces and hotel space. 

Residents asked for a copy 
of the city’s general plan, say-
ing they were not in favor of high 
density that would be created and 
how such development would im-
pact existing homes.  

Resident Ron Henson said 
the zoning changes should not be 
done, because “they will destroy 
the city as we know it. “I’m also 
not aware of any studies that have 
been done. He urged the council 
to keep the existing planning in 
place, adding that even three sto-
ry structures invade single family 

homes adjacent to the sites.
Homeowner Angelia Henson 

said she opposed the proposed 
overlays and asked the council to 
comply with SEQUA. She said 
the overlays do not comply with 
the city’s existing general plan. 
“Artesia has always provided a 
quiet life style for its residents 
with a multi-cultural neighbor-
hood. I’m asking the residents 
and council to reach an alternate 
plan to meet the needs of redevel-
opment in Artesia.”

Another resident noted at 
their last meeting, the council 
said there would be a series of 
workshops with council members 
and residents plus the planning 
commission in order to come to a 
good conclusion. He accused the 
council of skipping all of that.

Mayor Pro Tem Tony Lima 
said that was why this meeting 
was called. However, no town hall 
meetings have been scheduled. 
“We were told several such meet-
ings would be called, and I don’t 
see that happening,” said one resi-
dent. “I would like to know what 
studies have been made and how it 
will affect the city’s infrastructure 
in  order to make this work. He 
cited Pioneer Boulevard as an ex-
ample where meaningful changes 
have not been done.

The city manager said, “This 
meeting was being held at the be-
hest of the council to discuss the 
outlays with the community.” He 
said there was no pending action 
scheduled for tonight, but rather to 
get public input on the overlays.

The City of Cerritos will 
make a second street lighting 
demonstration available in the 
residential tract south of Artesia 
Boulevard and west of Bloom-
fi eld Avenue Friday, May 25 
through Friday, June 15. 

The lighting will be displayed 
on Felson Street, Niagara Avenue, 
Sybrandy Avenue and Yosem-
ite Street. These streets were se-
lected because they have mature 
parkway pine trees, and they are 
within the same residential tract, 
which will allow residents to eas-
ily compare the different lighting 
options. 

2nd LED Lighting Demonstration Planned
The community is invited 

to view the display and vote on 
a preferred lighting option to re-
place current residential street-
lights throughout the City.

The City is exploring replac-
ing High Pressure Sodium Vapor 
(HPSV) streetlights that currently 
exist in all residential tracts and 
arterial streets with newer Light 
Emitting Diode (LED) technology. 

The options available vary in 
color temperature and light lev-
els. Conversion to the new LED 
technology will result in a savings 
to the City due to reduced energy 
usage. The majority of the costs 

to convert the streetlights will be 
covered by Southern California 
Edison through an incentive pro-
gram offered by the California 
Public Utilities Commission.

The public will be able to 
submit votes at City Hall by com-
pleting a form and placing it in a 
suggestion box. Voting can also be 
completed through an online sur-
vey that will be made available on 
the City’s website at cerritos.us. 

Upon conclusion of the pub-
lic input period, the fi ndings will 
be presented to the City Council 
for further direction. 

Jerry Bernstein 
Celebrates 87th Birthday 

Page 5
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The Gateway Guardian is 
published bi-weekly. Contents 
of the newspaper may not be 
reproduced without the written 
permission from the Publisher. 
All submissions for publica-
tion become the property of the 
Gateway Guardian and will not 
be returned. The paper does not 
guarantee submissions will be 
published. All submissions are 
subject to editing to conform to 
space limitations.

The Gateway Guardian is grate-
ful for the following guest writers 
who have submitted articles and 
have contributed to the sucess of 
the newspaper: Brad Beach, Edna 
Ethington, Dr. Bob Hughlett,  
Leah Nass and many more.

Ad deadline is the Friday before 
publication date. Camera-ready 
copy is accepted or custom ads 
may be designed by the staff.

  Newspaper, Inc.

Declared a legally adjudi-
cated newspaper of general 
circulation on June 7, 2016, 
in the County of Los Angeles 
by Court Case BS-159353

LOCAL NEWS

Next School 
Board Meeting:  
June 6 • 7 p.m.

District Offi ce: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

COMMUNITY calendar

GATEWAYGuardian

MAJOR DROP SITES: 
Pick up your copy of the paper at one 

of the following locations. 
ABC School District Office
Artesia City Hall
Ave 3 Pizza, Subs & Catering 
Cerritos Chamber Office
Cerritos City Hall & Library
Cerritos Sheriff’s Station

Cerritos Liberty Park
Cerritos Park East
Swim Center
Cerritos Senior Center
Kaiser Cerritos 
Off Street Cafe

ARTESIA:                                          
Artesia Book Club for Adults
Tuesday, June 12 • 12 - 1 p.m. Artesia Library
Join us for a book discussion, refreshments, and prizes! 

CERRITOS:                                          
Memorial Day - In Remembrance
Monday, May 28  •  10 a.m.   Cerritos Civic Center
In honor of those who have given the ultimate sacrifice 
while defending our nation’s freedom.

HAWAIIAN GARDENS:                                          
Daddy & Me Super Hero Adventure
Friday, June 15  •  6:30 - 8:30 p.m.   Ages 6-12
C. Robert Lee Activity Center Patio, 21815 Pioneer Blvd. 
Games, activities, snacks, music, photo booth
Free - Registration Period: May 14 - June 15, 2018

Paralympic Gold Medalist 
Delivers Commencement 
Address at Cerritos College

The Cerritos College 2018 
commencement speaker was Oz 
Sanchez, a Paralympic hand cy-
clist and triathlete. Oz has the 
heart of a champion, and his in-
spirational journey of courage, 
strength and triumph left students 
with a message of hope. Oz is a 
former Marine who was in the 

process of transferring to the 
Navy to become a Navy SEAL 
when he was involved in a hit-
and-run motorcycle accident that 
resulted in a spinal cord injury 
and paralysis. 

His tenacity and strong will 
to overcome adversity is remark-
able. Oz started competing in 
cycling and triathlons after his 
accident and is now a three-time 
Paralympian (2008, 2012, 2016), 
and six-time Paralympic medalist 
(2 gold, 1 silver, 3 bronze). 

He was featured in the docu-
mentary fi lm, Unbeaten (2010).

“I realized I can do anything 
I set my mind to, just as long as 
I have the passion, the purpose, 
and the commitment to follow 
through,” said Oz Sanchez.  

For the third consecutive 
year, Cerritos College honored 
its largest graduating class in the 
campus’ history. During its 60th 
annual commencement ceremony 
held on May 19, nearly 3,500 stu-
dents received degrees and certif-
icates – an approximate increase 
of 1,000 graduates from 2,496 in 
2016, or 30 percent. 

In 2017, the campus recorded 
its largest graduating class with 
3,312 students, which the Class 
of 2018 surpassed by approxi-
mately 188 students. The College 
also saw a 15 percent increase in 
awards to students who earned 
an Associate Degree for Transfer 
(AA-T/AS-T) from 2017 to 2018 
with 1,041 degrees awarded. 

The AA-T/AS-T degree guar-
antees admission for eligible stu-
dents to transfer to the California 
State University system. To date, 
nearly 3,000 students have earned 
the AA-T/AS-T degrees since the 
College fi rst conferred the As-
sociate Degrees for Transfer in 
2012. The College currently has 
27 AA-T/AS-T degree programs.

Paralympic hand cyclist and 
triathlete Oz Sanchez served as 

Cerritos College Honors Its 
Largest Graduating Class

the commencement speaker. He 
inspired the graduates to fi nd a 
purpose in life and stay focused 
on their goals. 

Graduate Kristine Crable 
came to the College in 2013 – not 
only as a student, but also as a 
peer mentor for the Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing (DHH) Services in the 
Disabled Student Programs and 
Services department. “The expe-
rience brought me joy in having 
the opportunity to help others. It 
changed my life,” she said. She 
will pursue a bachelor’s in soci-
ology, and a master’s degree in 
social work at California State 
University, Long Beach where 
she plans to become a counselor 
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
community.

“With three consecutive 
years of having more graduates 
walk the stage, I am very proud of 
our students for their hard work 
and perseverance,” said Dr. Jose 
Fierro, Cerritos College Presi-
dent/ Sperintendent. “There is 
no doubt that the success of our 
students is a true testament to the 
commitment and dedication of 
our faculty and staff.”

On May 3, ABC Unifi ed 
School District was honored as 
2018 Exemplary School District 
by the California Department 
of Education at the California 
School Recognition Program 
Award Ceremony held at the Dis-
neyland Hotel in Anaheim. 

ABCUSD was selected by 
the Los Angeles County Offi ce of 
Education among the 80 school 
districts in Los Angeles County 
for this Award. The County Offi c-
es of Education were encouraged 
to select only one district in their 
county as a California Exemplary 
School District Awardee. 

The 2018 Exemplary School 
District Award celebrates the 
achievements of districts who 
have implemented model practic-
es that have had a positive impact 
on student outcomes. Both posi-
tive culture and climate, as well 
as exceptional strides in student 
achievement, were highlights of 
the California Exemplary School 
District Award for ABCUSD.

In addition, four elementary 
schools in ABC Unifi ed School 

ABC Unifi ed School District Selected 
2018 CA Exemplary School District

School Board members Ernie Nishii, Maynard Law and President Soo Yoo 
join Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu at the Disneyland Hotel to celebrate the 
CA Distinguished Schools Awards with Mickey and Minnie! 

District were honored as 2018 
California Distinguished Schools. 
They included: Cerritos ES, El-
liott ES, Gonsalves ES, and Leal 
ES. These schools have made 
exceptional gains in implement-
ing the academic content and 
performance standards adopted 
by the State Board of Education 
for all students. The four schools 
were identifi ed by the California 
Department of Education for their 
performance and progress on the 
state indicators as described on 
the California School Dashboard.

 Attending the Awards Cer-
emony were President of the 
Board Soo Yoo, Board Members 
Maynard Law and Ernie Nishii, 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, 
and Director of School Services 
Dr. Cheryl Bodger. 

Each of the Award winning 
schools came with a team led by 
their principals including Kevin 
Amburgey, Principal-Cerritos 
ES, Fran Barron, Principal-Elliott 
ES, Robert Benko, Principal-
Gonsalves ES, and Paul Andre 
White, Principal-Leal ES.
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

Honoring American Gold Star Mothers 

By Melinda Kimsey

By Jerry Bernstein 

‘Haste Makes Waste,’ 
Said 1 Fellow to Another

I was sitting at my desk 
enjoying a cup of coffee when my 
FRIEND FROM FRUITCAKE. 
FLORIDA walked into my offi ce. 
“I thought you would be in San 
Francisco another week,” I said.

“So did I,” he replied, “but 
my business took less time than 
I thought.” Sitting himself into 
a chair, he said, “I understand 
the fi rm, AMN, whose offi ce is 
in Sacramento was hired by the 
ABC School Board to handle the 
District’s public relations ( com-
munity outreach) for its upcom-
ing  November Bond election.” 

“The school board voted on 
a contract a few weeks ago,” I re-
plied. “Why do you ask?”

“My understanding was 
AMN owner, Ann Nock, had an 
offi ce in Sacramento but appar-
ently operates out of a post offi ce 
box located in a UPS store in a 
strip mall. Is that true?” he asked.

“Not exactly,” I replied. 
“Apparently the address Nock 
listed on her liability insurance 
policy where she apparently oper-
ates from is a single family home 
located less than a mile from the 
UPS store.”

“That doesn’t seem too in-
criminating,” my FRIEND FROM 
FRUITCAKE FLORIDA said. 

“That’s not all,” I said, “she 
claims her company has worked 
exclusively with 68 school dis-
tricts with whom she assisted in 
public relations when she em-
ployed by the fi rm of George K. 
Blum from 1994-2012. During 
that period, Blum’s company 
listed 84 districts it had assisted 
in passing bonds. Nock listed 57 
as clients, giving the impression  
her fi rm was responsible for their 

bond elections.”
“And the ABC School 

Board approved a contract with 
the fi rm?” my FRIEND FROM 
FRUITCAKE, FLORIDA asked.

“I don’t know if the board had 
all this information when they vot-
ed approval of the contract,” I said. 
“However, Board Member Chris 
Apodaca requested a delay of the 
vote and to call a special meet-
ing. He  indicated more time was 
needed to to check out the fi rm’s 
information given  the District.” 

“Vice President Leticia Men-
doza and Board Clerk Olga Rios 
agreed with Apodaca that some 
of the information presented to 
the District by the fi rm should be  
checked out further. Board mem-
ber Ernie Nishii also expressed 
concern about the fi rm.”

“What was the rush to ap-
prove the contract?” my FRIEND 
FROM FRUITCAKE, FLORIDA 
asked. “A few days shouldn’t 
have mattered.”

“Lack of time.” I answered. 
“The proposed school bond elec-
tion is tentatively scheduled for 
November.  ABC Superintendent 
Dr. Mary Sieu said if the Board 
voted to advertise for new bids, the 
district would lose a good month 
to prepare for an election. Board 
Member Maynard Law agreed, 
saying that time was of essence for 
a successful bond election.”

We sat in silence for a few 
moments. “If I remember cor-
rectly, it was also pointed out that 
AMN wasn’t strong on newspa-
per promotion but preferred the 
internet?”

“That’s correct,” I answered. 
“I believe Assistant Superinten-
dent of Business Services Toan 
Nguyen said that when asked by 
the Board.”

“Well,” MY FRIEND FROM 
FRUITCAKE, FLORIDA said, 
“Cerritos, which has a good por-
tion of the votes needed to pass 
a school bond, has a large senior 
citizen population, many of whom 
prefer to read  printed news as op-
posed to reading it on a computer 
screen.”

“True,” I replied.
Saying that my Friend From 

Fruitcake, Florida arose from his 
chair. “I’ll see you later,” he said 
as he walked out the door.

By Brad Beach

There was another school 
shooting in Texas, and my 
thoughts are with the families of 
all those involved. The President, 
many politicians and numerous 
pundits are debating what we can 
do as a country. My thought is 
that we need to start by hardening 
the targets here in ABC Unifi ed 
School District. 

That could include a single 
entry point into the offi ce that is 
fortifi ed, practice and train more 
with evacuation drills with the 
run, hide, fi ght mantra, better 
locking devices for doors, surveil-
lance cameras for school yards 
to see a potential threat coming 
on to campuses, better intercom 
systems,  active shooter alarms 
that are different from fi re alarms 
(which was used by the shooter 
in Texas to get all the kids out of 
the classrooms to become easier 
targets), security guards or school 
resource offi cers, possibly metal 
detectors, of which I am not a 
huge fan, and many more things. 

We need to learn from every 
school shooting across the coun-
try and incorporate safety pro-
tocols into our schools to make 
them safer. As a parent, our kids 
safety is my number one priority. 
The Los Angeles County Sheriff's 

Department is practicing active 
shooting training on June 5, and 
we appreciate their partnership.

We also need to address the 
root cause of the problem, which 
is the student who commits the 
mass shooting. This starts at 
home with raising our children 
right with the proper morals and 
values. We also need to continue 
with anti-bullying messaging, 
having counselors at all schools, 
giving parents training, train-
ing the kids to look for clues at 
school and on social media and 
reporting them immediately and, 
of course, working on identifying 
and treating mental illness. With 
all of these ideas, together we can 
make a difference and perhaps 
stop these school shootings.  

ABC does have a Positive 
Behavior Intervention and Sup-
port (PBIS) program, which is 
a multi-tiered framework for 
schools to support emotional, 
behavioral and academic needs 
of the students. It is a great pro-
gram and seems to be working. 
The ABC Board also just had a 
special meeting about our facili-
ties master plan, and safety is a 
huge priority.  Now, we have to 
fi nd funding sources to make all 
of our schools safer.  

Property crime, like home 
and vehicles burglaries, continue, 
so if you see something say some-
thing. The City of Lakewood took 
a great step to help reduce crime 
in LA County by adopting a reso-
lution in favor of a November 
ballot initiative to address Propo-
sition 47 and 57. I believe these 
propositions have added to the 
crime problem in our city, and I 
hope our Council considers join-
ing this cause. Also, on the crime 
front, Stephen Beal, who commit-

ted the recent Aliso Viejo bomb-
ing, was a Cerritos High School 
student in the mid-1970s.  

A local resident was recently 
honored by the City Council for 
being a national champion in disc 
golf. His name is Chris Keseloff, 
and he has played many times at 
Liberty Park.  Give it a try if you 
have never played; it is a lot of fun. 
There is currently a kids poster 
contest that runs through June 20, 
and the theme is Parks Make Life 
Better. If you have any questions, 
you can call (562) 916-1254. 

I have seen a signifi cant num-
ber of squirrels in our parks and in 
our neighborhoods. They love our 
bird feeders. Stray cats have also 
become a signifi cant problem, and 
you can contact the Cat Cove Pet 
Rescue if you need assistance.

The Memorial Day Ceremo-
ny is this coming up Monday, 
May 28 at 10 a.m. at the Civic 
Center. Come out and pay trib-
ute to those that have paid the 
ultimate sacrifi ce for our country. 
There is a Relay for Life event 
coming up on June 9 and 10, and 
local resident Julie Abeyta is a 
huge advocate for the cause. For 
more information or to donate, 
please go to http://www.relayfor-
life.org/longbeachca. 

There is a neighborhood 
watch Town Hall Meeting on 
June 20 at 7 p.m. at City Hall. 
The Community Safety Division 
and Los Angeles County Sheriff's 
Department will be there to give 
a presentation and answer ques-
tions. Finally, Garlic and Chives 
is coming soon to 11612 South 
Street in Artesia and is getting 
some outstanding comments on 
social media. I can't wait to check 
it out.  

Stay safe, Cerritos!

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

It has been a week fi lled with 
lots of community activities, and 
that is always a good thing! I am 
going to forgo the usual format of 
my column in favor of the Gold 
Star Mothers. This is actually 
an article that I published a few 
years ago, but since it says it all, I 
wanted to re-print it. 

It seems most appropriate to 
honor these fi ne ladies whose sons 
and daughters made the ultimate-
sacrifi ce. Personally, I believe 
that it is important to have the 
surviving family members know 
that we remember their sacrifi ce 
and that we honor them.
Article on American 
Gold Star Mothers

I did not write this article on 
the American Gold Star Mothers, 
but I did fi nd this information on 
their website. They have some 
very worthwhile activities going 

on all of the time. That being said, 
I am in unconditional support of 
having a license plate here in our 
state of California that honors this 
important organization. 

I am hoping that some of the 
community organizations will 
take a leadership role in this proj-
ect and combine forces to gather 
support at the local, regional, and 
state level for this venture. Some 
of the organizations are; CEB, 
Optimist, Kiwanis, Rotary, So-
roptimist, Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts. There are many other 
organizations that I know would 
want to be part of this endeavor.  
Please see more information at 
www.goldstarmoms.com.
National Military Family 
Bereavement Study

AGSM is partnering with the 
Center for the Study of Traumatic 
Stress, which will collect data for 
a new 5-year study of the impact 
of a U.S. service member death 
on surviving family members. 
The goal of the National Military 
Family Bereavement Study is 
to hear about the experiences of 
family survivors of active-duty 
deaths since Sept. 11, 2001. 

Results from the study about 
the effects of bereavement on 
children and families will be used 
to help the military and health 
care workers provide improved 
support and better programs for 
military survivors. 

Senior Field Researcher, Jill 

Harrington-LaMorie, DSW, will 
provide study updates and pres-
ent preliminary research results at 
the national convention in June. 
Opportunities to participate in the 
study will be available at the con-
vention.
Calling all Marine Moms

The Marine Corps Con-
nection (MCC) is a weekly e-
newsletter that keeps readers 
up-to-date on the latest headlines 
relevant to the Marine Corps, 
upcoming events, and highlights 
Marines who are doing incred-
ible things in the “Heroes of the 
Week” feature.
AGSM Supports a Gold Star 
License Plate for DC

Hawaii, Michigan and Maine 
have recently passed legislation 
for a Gold Star Family license 
plate. DC has had no action on 
legislation. Even Guam has GS 
plate. If you live in DC, contact 
your local legislator and support 
this legislation. If you don’t live 
in DC, contact your federal leg-
islators and urge them to support 
this effort. 

Be it resolved, that since the 
District of Columbia is the only 
jurisdiction in the United States 
that does not offer a Gold Star 
Family license plate, it is further 
resolved that American Gold Star 
Mothers, Inc, supports a Gold Star 
Family license plate for the Dis-
trict of Columbia and this shall be 
accomplished promptly.
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Visit the Aquarium of the 
Pacifi c on select nights between 
May 26 and Sept. 2 for special 
discounted pricing during extend-
ed late night hours. 

After 5 p.m., admission is 
just $14.95 for adults, seniors, and 
children (3-11). Watch the night-
time activities of our animals and 
enjoy the beautiful evening light-
ing of the Aquarium’s architec-
ture. Visit aquariumofpacifi c.org 
for details. 

Guests are also invited to 
explore the entire Aquarium (ex-
cept Lorikeet Forest), including 
the latest exhibits, FROGS: Daz-
zling and Disappearing. FROGS: 
Dazzling and Disappearing fea-
tures close to two dozen species 
in thematic displays, educational 
graphics, and interactive exhibits 
highlight the beauty and threats to 
these remarkable animals. 

The exhibit traces the history 
of amphibians, their life cycles, 
the different environments they 
live in from deserts to rainforests, 
the diversity of species, and their 
surprisingly uncertain future.

Aquarium of the Pacific Offers Special Prices

Visitors will learn how these 
animals are bred and cared for at 
the Aquarium and learn about the 
conservation issues these animals 
face in the wild, including harmful 
practices, the traditional medicine 
and curio trade, and habitat loss. 
There is also a show projected in 
the Great Hall daily.

Visitors can also see the 
Aquarium’s 11,000 other marine 

animals, including penguins, sea 
otters, and sea dragons as well as 
touch sea jellies, rays, and sharks. 
Animal Encounters, Dive Im-
mersions, Whale Watching, and 
Behind-the-Scenes Tours are 
also available for an additional 
charge. 

Visit aquariumofpacifi c.org 
or call 562-590-3100 for more in-
formation.

Join in on the 20th Anniversary celebration featuring special pro-

grams, events, exhibits and contests highlighting our fascinating 

history and bold future. Learn about and meet some of our original 

animals, such as Brook the sea otter, Lou the turtle, and even a group 

of sea stars. And don’t miss some exciting new residents that have 

arrived just in time for the celebration.

Connect with 20 years of
wonder and memories

AQUARIUMOFPACIFIC.ORG   562.590.3100  100 AQUARIUM WAY, LONG BEACH, CA 90802Y, LONG BEACH, CA 90802

✁

Present this coupon at the Aquarium ticket 
window and receive $8 off regular Adult Admis-
sion. Limit (4) discounts per coupon. Not good 
with online tickets or any other offer. Not valid 
at off-site sales locations. Distribution or resale 
of this coupon is prohibited. No cash value. Valid 
through 6/30/18. 

$8 Off 
Adult Admission

D-NP8

See Panaman Canal Page 5

By Dr. Bob Hughlett

A trip through the Panama 
canal is on most folks’ bucket list 
- except mine, I guess. Not being a 
fan of “sea days” or locks because 
they ultimately becoming boring, 
we kept bumping the trans-ocean 
transit down our bucket list until 
we had the opportunity to make 
the trip with Gary and Jeanie, 
lifelong friends but new traveling 
companions.   

So, we found ourselves at the 
Long Beach Jet Blue terminal at 
the start of 33 hours without sleep 
as we traveled via a aa230, taxi, 
van and Denny’s to our boarding 
site at Norwegian Cruise Lines 
terminals in Miami.  

The Norwegian bliss set sail 
four hours later on our way to the 
fi rst stop – Cartagena, Colombia.  
Our media-fueled expectations 
of drug cartels and surly faces in 
our Columbian stop were quickly 
erased by the beautiful city and 
warm people. We hiked to the 
top of the fortress protecting the 
city and moneyed through town 
on our way back just in time for 
more food.

The newly opened third 
channel through the isthmus had 
never yet had a cruise ship use it 
for passage, so our presence was 
historic. We were met half way 
through by the vice mayor with 
a proclamation commemorating 
the occasion. Several locks and 
rapid ascents and correspond-
ing descents later, we arrived at 
the Pacifi c Ocean and the second 
half of our voyage. The crossing 
turned out to be interesting and 

Around and About:  
The Panama Canal
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Cerritos State of the City

Fidelity Hearing Holds Ribbon CuttingJerry Bernstein Celebrates 
87th Birthday at Arte Cafe

Dr. David Dekriek, Board 
Certified Doctor of Audiology, 
has been helping the hearing im-
paired of Los Angeles County 
to hear better for more than 10 
years. Dr. Dekriek gained experi-
ence in a wide range of medical 
environments before opening Fi-
delity Hearing Center. 

He has a high level of experi-
ence helping a variety of different 
types of patients. He completed 
an internship at UCLA, served 
as a member of the cranio-facial 
team at Orthopaedic Hospital and 
has provided diagnostic and reha-
bilitative services to many local 

May Is Better Hearing Month

medical offices before starting his 
own practice.

Dr. DeKriek earned his Doctor 
of Audiology at the University of 
Florida and has been awarded his 
Board Certification in Audiology. 
He is also a fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Audiology.

Dr. Dekriek has the depth 
and breadth of experience to han-
dle the most challenging cases, 
but counts among his greatest 
strengths his interpersonal skills 
and bedside manner. Dr. DeKriek 
enjoys his work, particularly suc-
cessfully solving patient’s chal-
lenges.

Even with his busy career, Dr. 
DeKriek makes involvement with 
community organizations a prior-
ity. He is a member of the Cer-
ritos Optimist Club and serves as 
professional adviser to the Hear-
ing Loss Association of America, 
Long Beach/ Lakewood chapter.

Dr. DeKriek lives in Artesia 
with his wife, Ivy, and their two 
children. When not working, he 
enjoys spending time with his 
family and participating in com-
munity activities.

For more information, visit 
Dr. David DeKriek’s website, 
www.fidelityhearingcenter.com

Dr. David DeKriek (center) cuts the ribbon, signifying the Re-Grand Opening of Fidelity Hearing Center, at its 
new location - 11911 Artesia Blvd., Suite 104B, Cerritos. Attending the ceremony were Mayor Pro Tem Naresh 
Solanki, Councilmember Jim Edwards and several Chamber members.

Gateway Guardian Editor and Writer Jerry Bernstein celebrated his 
87th birthday with about 25 friends at Arte Cafe on May 11. Two of the 
guests next to him were Carol Chen and Don Brown.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

   
  READ THE PAPER 

ONLINE!

Carmenita Middle School Sweeps
Awards at Track Meet on May 12

The Carmenita Cougars track team swept all of the event awards – 7th 
Grade Girls, 7th Grade Boys, 8th Grade Girls and 8th Grade Boys at the 
Middle School Track Meet at Gahr High School on May 12. Tetzlaff was 
awarded the Outstanding Sportsmanship Award. The Track Meet was 
sponsored and run by the Cerritos Optimist Club, along with Gary Smuts, 
former ABCUSD Superintendent, who served as the starter for each race.

Tetzlaff Wins Outstanding Sportsmanship Trophy Proud Winner of 3 Medals

and amazing by turns as the im-
mensity of the technology and ef-
fort involved unfolded.

The visit by bus and air to 
the Tikal Preserve was excep-
tional. This hidden Mayan city 
featured enormous temples and 
living quarters (complete with 
built-in beds and sofas made of 
stone) that were 2,000 years old.  
We sweltered as we scrambled up 
stone steps and snapped forgeous 
photos.  

We learned from Carlos, our 
guide, that the largest pyramid in 

the world resides in Guatemala, 
as does the record for the most 
seismically active location on 
earth.

Next we looked forward to 
a few stops in Mexico and the 
eventual arrival at our final port 
in Los Angeles. As this is being 
written, Megan and her new hus-
band are riding by in their royal 
carriage as they head off to a 
new, modern life together. The 
rhapsodic reporting of the Ameri-
can correspondents from Wind-
sor Castle speaks to the intoxicat-

ing power of the royal life around 
the world.

A final word of praise goes 
to long-time friend and journalist 
extraordinaire, Janet Beach. Af-
ter many years teaching, writing 
and editing she is retiring from 
the profession. Her skills and 
heart will be missed in every edi-
tion of this paper.  Best of luck, 
Janet, and thanks for your many 
contributions to your craft.

Please let me know what you 
think of this column and suggest 
others at b.hughlett@verizon.net.

Through the Panama Canal From Page 4

Ananya Narayanan 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Distinguished Young 

Women Winner



Page 6                                                                                              May 24, 2018NEWS/FEATURE
From My Point of View:

Scrutinizing Our Bills and Bank 
Transactions for Possible Flaws

Cerritos City Council Review 
& Consideration of a Lease 
Agreement for City-Owned 
Property on May 24

The Cerritos City Council will review the following 
items at a meeting to be held on Thursday,  
May 24 at 7 p.m. in the City Council Chambers:

property is not needed for City purposes, and is 
appropriate for lease
Proposed lease agreement for the property 
and warehouse located at 12880 Moore Street, 
Cerritos, CA 90703
An exemption from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) as it pertains to the 
proposed lease

Community members are encouraged to attend the 
meeting and share their comments.

For more information, call (562) 916-1315.

Cerritos City Council Review 
of the Preliminary Combined 
Financial Program for Fiscal 
Year 2018-2019

The Cerritos City Council and members of the 
Successor Agency to the Cerritos Redevelopment 
Agency will review the following items at a special 
meeting to be held on Monday, June 4 at 7 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers:

Review of the Preliminary Combined Financial 

Program for Fiscal Year 2018-2019, for the City of 

Cerritos and Successor Agency to the Cerritos 

Redevelopment Agency

Community members are encouraged to attend and 
review the preliminary budget on the City’s website, 
cerritos.us.

For more information, call (562) 916-1315.

Happy
Memorial Day
Remember those 

who served.
All gave some, 
some gave all.

Rene Trevino
562-842-7310

askme@renejtrevino.com

For more information, call (562) 865-8101

Memorial Day  
Ceremony 

City of Cerritos

Monday, May 28, 2018 
Prelude Music 9:45 a.m.  
Formal Ceremony 10 a.m. 

�e community is invited to a�end the 
City of Cerritos’ Memorial Day ceremony.

Cerritos Civic Center

By Dan E. Nino

Now that I’m semi-retired and consid-
er myself self-employed as tax practitioner 
and freelance journalist, I have all the time 
in the world to review my bank statements 
and bills. I don’t take this for granted any-
more because there are transactions that I 
did not authorize but appear on my bank 
statements and bills.

I don’t mind being meticulous because 
I’m able to double check  bank interests 
being charged different from the original 
agreement, verify purchases that I did not 
authorize and additional debits that are be-
ing levied to my account which are question-
able. Let me give you several examples:

1. When a client paid me my one-time 
professional fee through Paypal because 
his check payment got lost in the mail,  my 
bank account was debited monthly until it 
reached about $800. I made my own inves-
tigation and called both Bank of America 
and Paypal. Eventually, B of A reversed the 
transaction and reimbursed me my $800.

2. Bank of America increased my 
interest rate from 14% to 22.49%. Upon 
checking with the local Bank of America 
branch and various BofA nationwide, I was 
given several reasons: the Federal Reserve 
Board had increased its prime rate which 
is acceptable; that BofA, had to add an-
other 9% to earn money too to be afl oat in 
the business; the bank has to add another 
1% for service fee; if you pay on a dead-
line, the payment will be credited the next 
working day so it’s still late and I would be 
penalized; if the month is 28 days like in 
February, the payment is reduced, but if the 
month has 30 or 31 days, there’s additional 
1% interest added each day. 

This last one is more plausible. An-

other BofA’s contentions  is credit score.  
But I countered that I consistently paid 
my monthly payments and either doubled 
or quadrupled my payments to reduce my 
balance. The bank’s explanations are di-
verse, inconsistent - not uniform. To cut 
the long story short, BofA reduced my 
interest to 19.49% after two months. My 
dogged determination to fl esh out the truth 
and resolved the issues paid off.

3. Last year, I was convinced to sign up 
with Google to promote my tax practice and 
to pay only a onetime fee for the rest of the 
year. However, since my signing up with 
Google, I was being deducted a monthly fee. 
I complained and Google stopped charging 
my bank account.       

4. When I received my bill from Di-
rect TV for the month of May, I was fl ab-
bergasted when my payment was increased 
to $149.56 from $127.96, an increase of 
$21.60. I was told that Sports channels 
including ESPN were added. I know for a 
fact that I only watch the Lakers games, 
as well as the fi nals of the NBA. When 
I called the attention of Direct TV, the 
charges were deleted. 

5. A computer tech company called.  
offering me to upgrade my computer for 
free by remote control and in addition, will 
pay me $600 to be credited direct to my 
bank account. The caveat is, I’ll provide 
the caller my account number. But before 
he could do that, I should buy fi rst six ipad 
tablets at Walmart. Sensing this scam, I 
hung up the phone.

With these actual experiences, this 
will serve as lessons for us, unwitting cus-
tomers. We should be cautious because 
there are companies out there to make fast 
bucks at our expense.

        – denino1951@gmail.com
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Crossword
Puzzle #80

Guardian Newspaper, Inc.
GATEWAY

Subscription Form

   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
Gateway Guardian

Please mail this form to:
 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703

Questions?  562-522-8776 

Cost: $30 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma
Published bi-weekly

   For Only
 $30

Call Melinda
562-522-8776

 

HOROSCOPE

Crossword Answers

1.  Which sea creature has three hearts?

2.  Who sang about being an eggman   
and a walrus?

3.  Who invented the bikini?

4.  What is an irrational fear of trees 
called?

5. What is the world’s biggest spider?

6. In nautical terms, what is the opposite 
of port?

Answers  1. Octopus  2. The Beatles 3. Louis Reard   
4. Dendrophobia  5. Goliath birdeater tarantula 6. Starboard

Minimum $100 Repair

VROOMAN’S 
AUTOMOTIVE

Honesty   •   Integrity   •   Quality 
www.Vrooman’sAutomotive.com

We Are The Best & We Will Prove It!

Mercedes & BMW 
Service Center

(562) 865-5540

11750 187th St., Artesia Hours of Operation:  Mon-Fri 8 am-6pm    

$25 Off

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.ga tewayguard iannews .com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

SEPT. 14

Palma Liquor
New Location - 5466 La Palma Ave.

One of the 100 
top retailers in the 
Sale of California 

State Lottery

“Smaller in size 
but not in service.”

Beer, Wine, Liquor 
& Novelty Items

OWNERS: 
Ganpat S. Patel 
& Minaxi G. Patel

714-821-4450

HOURS: 
Mon.-Sat. 

7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sun. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
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May 21 - June 20
Gemini

Strengths: Gentle, affectionate, curious, adaptable, 
ability to learn quickly and exchange ideas

Weaknesses: Nervous, inconsistent, indecisive

Taurus likes: Music, books, magazines, chats with 
nearly anyone, short trips around the town

Taurus dislikes: Being alone, being confi ned, routine 
and repetition

They are sociable, communicative and ready for fun, 
with a tendency to suddenly get serious, thoughtful and 
restless. They are fascinated with the world itself, ex-
tremely curious, with a constant feeling that there is not 
enough time to experience everything they want to see.
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Orchard Supply Hardware in Cerritos has 
the very best customer service, as well as 
beautiful fl owers, great tool selection and 

super specials every week. 

13233 South St., Cerritos, CA  90703      562-860-4130

Great Food & Great Service!
Established in 1996, Arte Café is a cozy hidden gem 
that serves up fresh, seasonal cuisine with French 

techniques and Asian influences. 

Winner of a Restaurateur of the Year Award, 
our creative cuisine results in an appealing menu 

for your special occasion or meal. Cheers!

1241 Towne Center Dr.
Cerritos CA, 90703

(562) 865-2783
www.artecafeca.com/

LUNCH
Sun – Sat: 11am – 2:30pm

DINNER
Sun – Thurs: 4:30pm – 10pm 

Fri & Sat: 4:30pm – 11pm

Artesia Cemetery 
District

Please Join Us for Our 
22nd Annual

Memorial Day 
Celebration
Monday May 28, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m. – Ceremony

11142 E. Artesia Blvd
Cerritos, CA 90703

562-865-6300

We look forward to seeing you!


