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New County Library Opens in Artesia

       See Artesia Mayor Page 11

            See Artesia Library Page 7

LA Supervisor Janice Hahn
Recognizes Lynda Johnson

Sally Flowers Elected Artesia Mayor

By Jerry Bernstein

A Ribbon Cutting cer-
emony marked the opening 
of the city of Artesia’s $12.2 
million library on Dec. 8                                                                                                                                                
with Los Angeles County and 
city officials joining together 
in the Grand Opening of the 
10,850 sq. ft. library. 

Located within Artesia 
Park at 18801 Elaine Avenue, 
the new facility more than 
doubles the size of the old li-
brary.

Guest speaker was LA 
County Supervisor Janice 
Hahn who said, “This library 
has been a long time in com-
ing, but I am so excited that to-
day, Artesia gets a brand new 
library! 

She also thanked former 
Supervisor Don Knabe for be-
ing a leader on the project long 
before she came along, “Don 
put $12 million of Fourth Dis-
trict funds toward this proj-
ect,” she said, “and deserves a 
great deal of credit for getting 

Artesia this new library.”
She also thanked Skye 

Patrick, Los Angeles County 
Library Director, and her staff 
for their work on the project, 
along with Mayor Ali Taj for 
his support and Mayor Pro 
Tem Sally Flowers for being 
an advocate for the new library 
early on.  

Supervisor Hahn said not 
only is the new facility double 
the size of the old building, 

LA County Supervisor Janice Hahn prepares to cut the ribbon at the dedication of the new Artesia Library on 
Dec. 8. Joining her were Senator Tony Mendoza, Assemblymember Cristina Garcia, Artesia Mayor Ali Taj and 
councilmembers, Don Knabe, Cerritos Councilmember Jim Edwards, Michelle Diaz and several children. 

LA County Supervisor 
Janice Hahn recently recog-
nized former ABC School 
Board Trustee Lynda Johnson  
for her past six years of service 
to the District. Johnson is also 
her Field Deputy for several 
local cities. 

“As a School Board mem-
ber, you gained the trust of the 
parents and the kids. Every de-
cision you made, I know in your 
heart, was for the right thing for 
the students in the district.”

Hahn said she was honored 
to give Johnson this scroll and 
that she was honored to know 

her. “It’s not easy to be an 
elected official. It’s not easy to 
run for office. It’s not easy to 
be an elected official and hold 
down another job, and yet you 
did both jobs well.”

She went on to say, “I 
didn’t want to miss this mo-
ment to commend you on be-
half of the 10 million residents 
of LA County.  We thank you 
for your dedicated service to 
the community and for the 
civic pride demonstrated by 
numerous contributions for the 
benefit of all the citizens of the 
county.”

By Jerry Bernstein

In a surprising 4-1 vote,  
the Artesia City Council 
elected Sally Flowers Mayor 
on Dec. 11. Councilmember 
Miguel Canales voted no. 
The council then unanimously 
elected Councilmember Tony 
Lima Mayor Pro Tem before 
an audience of city residents. 

Representatives from 
neighboring cities and the state 
legislature presented procla-
mations to outgoing Mayor, 
Ali Taj. 

Taj said being on a city council is not an easy job let 
alone serving as mayor. He 
said Artesia is a growing and 
changing city, and this past 
year Artesia has seen many 
positive changes. 

He said it has been a great 
honor to serve as Artesia may-
or and, “I am proud of the fi-
nancial stability we were able 
to  bring  to Artesia.”  He also

Artesia Mayor Pro Tem Tony Lima and Mayor Sally Flowers.

Business Community Toy Giveaway

Mia Koka, Vankatesh Koka, Rene Trevino and Gurpal Sood join Santa 
Claus at the Artesia Parent Group Holiday Party and toy giveaway on 
Dec. 15 at Kabob Crush.          See story and more photos on Page 12.

Best Wishes for a Great 2018!

FROM RENE J TREVINO
......................

RENE TREVINO
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SCHOOL NEWS

And many more!

Next School 
Board Meeting  

January 16 
7 p.m.

16700 Norwalk Blvd.
Cerritos, CA  90703

‘Tis the season for giving 
in ABC Adult School’s Parent 
Ed Preschool classes.  On Dec. 
1 the parents and preschoolers 
in Nancy Hom’s and Jill Co-
hen’s classes held their annual 
“Giving Day.” Everyone in the 
3-4 and 4-5 year old classes 
worked to gather travel size 
toiletries and personal hygiene 
items into shoeboxes for the 
homeless people. 

Students also put together 
gift bags for less fortunate chil-
dren, which included a book, 
stuffed toy and coloring book 
with crayons. Once everything 
was wrapped and decorated, 
over 100 shoe boxes and 100 
gift bags were delivered to 
the Casa Youth Shelter in Los 
Alamitos.  

The Cerritos College 
Foundation recently present-
ed Benjamin Partida-Silva of 
Lynwood with the $1,800 Car-
men Solis Pratt Scholarship.

Retired Norwalk Superior 
Court Judge Dan Pratt estab-
lished the Carmen Solis Pratt 
Re-Entry Scholarship in 2001 
in memory of his mother who 
valued education, but was 
never able to attend college 
herself.

Each year, a recipient is 
selected among applicants 
who are re-entry students at 
Cerritos College and are 35 
years of age or older.

Benjamin Partida-Silva is 
a re-entry student majoring in 
computer science. He plans to 
earn a bachelor’s degree and 
work in the field of robotics or 
artificial intelligence that as-
sists people with disabilities.

When he made the dec-
sion to return to school, he was 
unaware how difficult the path 
to a science degree would be. 
As a disabled student, he has 
encountered many obstacles, 
most of which were physical. 
He, however, has learned that if 
he works hard and applies him-
self, anything is attainable.

“I am honored to have 
been chosen as a recipient of 
the Carmen Solis Pratt Schol-
arship,” said Benjamin. “One 
thing I hope to do with my 
computer science degree is to 
give back to others by develop-
ing software and hardware that 
aids people with disabilities.” 

Parent Education classes gathered personal hygiene items and then filled 
and wrapped shoe boxes for their Giving Day project on Dec. 1. The pre-
schoolers learned it is important to give as well as receive. Then teachers  Jill 
Cohen-Doron and Nancy Hom delivered 100 boxes to Casa Youth Shelter in 
Los Alamitos, which serves unaccompanied youth ages 12 to 17.  

ABC Adult School Parent Education 
Classes Sponsor Giving Day Project

Re-entry Student 
Receives Pratt 
Scholarship

By Dr. Mary Sieu

As we approach the end of 
the 2017 year, it is the perfect 
time to pause and reflect on 
who we are and to reaffirm our 
appreciation for one another. 
On Nov. 3, I was honored to 
receive the State ACSA Super-
intendent of the Year Award at 
the President’s Award Dinner 
held at the Fairmont Hotel in 
San Jose.  

My son, daughter-in-law, 
sister, brother-in-law and Dis-
trict staff attended to celebrate 
with me this distinguished rec-
ognition. It was heartwarming 
to share this moment with my 
family members and District 
staff since they have all been 
instrumental in my journey in 
ABCUSD.

On Nov. 30, the Califor-
nia School Boards Associa-
tion honored Bragg ES with a 
2017 Golden Bell Awards at 
the Marriott Marquis Hotel in 
San Diego. Bragg ES won the 
Golden Bell Award for their 
“Building Bridges Program” 
that has been in place for over 
five years. Bragg ES Principal 
Annette Janeway and her team 

Message from the ABC Superintendent

joined our five Board Mem-
bers in celebrating this presti-
gious Award.  

Two newly elected Board 
Members, Dr. Olga Rios 
(Trustee Area 6), Ernie Nishii 
(Trustee Area 3) and reelected 
Soo Yoo (Trustee Area 2) were 
installed at the Dec. 5 Board 
of Education Meeting. We all 
look forward to working with 
the new Board Members as 
part of our District’s Gover-
nance Team.  We thank retir-
ing Board Member Olympia 
Chen for her twenty years of 
service as well as Lynda John-

son for her six years of service 
on the Board of Education. 

 As we approach a new 
year together, let’s redouble 
our support for one another 
and look forward with enthusi-
asm and optimism. Everyone’s 
time and participation in our 
schools help us continuously 
improve. As John Maxwell 
said, “Giving is the highest 
level of living.”

I look forward to seeing 
you at the many events in our 
schools and community. I wish 
everyone a wonderful holiday 
season!

ABC School Board: (l-r) Sophia Tse; Dr. Olga Rios, Clerk; Soo Yoo, 
President; Leticia Mendoza, Vice-President; Dr. Mary Sieu, Superinten-
dent; Maynard Law, Ernie Nishii and Chris Apodaca. 
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ARTESIA:                                          
City Holiday Program 
Dec. 21  •  5 -9 p.m.  AJ Padelford Park  
& North Artesia Community Center 
Posadas Procession led by Manos Unidas volunteers at 
5 pm. Following the procession, there will be food and 
entertainment at the park. Santa will be present to visit with 
children (bring your camera) and pass out presents to youth 
and families who preregistered with Project Joy. Families 
who register for holiday meal boxes will also be able to 
collect the boxes at the event. 
 
CERRITOS
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Ceremony 
Monday, January 15  •  10 a.m.   Cerritos Center for the 
Performing Arts (CCPA)  Sierra Room 

Cerritos Republican Club Holds 
Christmas Party, Installs New Officers

By Cerritos Mayor Grace Hu

Cerritos encompasses 
more than 136 miles of paved 
streets throughout the City. 
Since 1992, the City has uti-
lized an innovative Pave-
ment Management System to 
monitor the condition of its 
streets and to prioritize ongo-
ing street repairs and future 
expenditures. The City’s sys-
tem identifies the streets that 
are in most need of repair and 
recommends the most efficient 
way to repair them. Work may 
range from a minor repair to 
a complete reconstruction. 
In the current fiscal year, the 
City has allocated $700,000 
for residential street rehabili-
tation, $230,000 for sidewalk, 
curb and gutter rehabilitation, 
$80,000 for slurry seal of ar-

City’s Pavement Management 
System  Helps Maintain Streets

terial streets and $650,000 for 
Del Amo Boulevard rehabili-
tation.

In addition to the funds set 
aside in the 2017-2018 bud-
get for street repairs, this year 
the City anticipates receiving 
approximately $346,500 in 
revenue from the Road Re-
pair and Accountability Act 
of 2017 (SB 1), which seeks 
to help maintain and improve 
the state’s transportation in-
frastructure. The City is utiliz-
ing its Pavement Management 
System to determine which 
projects are the highest prior-
ity and most cost-effective to 
make use of SB 1 funds re-
ceived. 

This year’s SB 1 funds will 
go toward the resurfacing of 
Shoemaker Avenue between 
Artesia Boulevard and 166th 
Street. The project, which has 
been completed, provided a 
new surface on Shoemaker Av-
enue and included the replace-
ment of deficient sidewalks, 
curbs, gutters and disabled ac-
cess ramps. The project also 
replaced existing traffic loops, 
adjusted manhole and water 
valves to grade and installed 
thermoplastic traffic striping.   

The City Council recently 
awarded a contract to update 
its Pavement Management 

System, which is a mandatory 
prerequisite for obtaining most 
state and federal funding for 
infrastructure maintenance. 
The update also will allow the 
City to continue to provide the 
most cost-effective analysis of 
its streets. The last update was 
completed in 2012.

The City places a very 
high priority on maintaining 
its streets infrastructure, and 
will continue to make street 
enhancements to improve the 
quality of life for its residents 
and businesses. An annual in-
flux of SB 1 funds will help the 
City increase the overall qual-
ity of its roads in the future.

The City encourages resi-
dents and business owners to 
report any potholes or dam-
aged streets, curbs, sidewalks, 
medians or gutters in public 
right-of-way areas by calling 
the City’s Maintenance Divi-
sion at (562) 407-2632, Mon-
day through Friday between 
8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Reports 
can also be made through 
the City’s GoRequest app by 
downloading the application 
to a mobile device or visiting 
the City’s website at cerritos.
us/residents/go_request.php. 
A maintenance worker will 
visit the reported site and ar-
range for appropriate repairs to 

Groundbreaking Held 
For New Artesia Hotel 
on Pioneer Boulevard
By Jerry Bernstein

Construction of a sev-
en-story structure located at 
17610-17618 Pioneer Bou-
levard moved forward with 
a groundbreaking ceremony 
Dec. 7. The building will be 
constructed by Cornerstone 
Artesia Development and will 
include a 111 room Marriott 
Hotel, 54 residential condo-
miniums, 1,330 square feet of 
retail space, 9,590 square feet 
of restaurant space and 250 
on-site subterranean parking. 

The building’s architect 

Participating in the ground breaking ceremony Dec. 7 for Artesia Live 1, 
a seven-story mixed-use building were: Cornerstone Artesia Development 
Vice President/Partner Betsy Lee, Councilmembers Miguel Canales, Vic-
tor Manalo, Ali Taj, Mayor Pro Tem Tony Lima, and Winston Liu, PE, 
WW Land Design Consultants.

said the two-level underground 
garage will include pumps to 
keep it dry from the high water 
table under the city.  

“It will be similar to the 
Cerritos Civic Center under-
ground parking structure where 
pumps are used to keep it dry,” 
he explained. He said construc-
tion of the building will take 
about two years to complete, 
adding that the hotel  will create 
abut 630 jobs when completed, 
with the city receiving sales tax 
estimated at $403,000 the first 
year. The building will also be 
energy efficient.  

Board of Directors: Brad Beach, President; Becky Lingad, Treasurer; 
Tracy Winkler, Secretary; Joan Pylman, Membership Chair; Lew Genti-
luomo, Hospitality Chair; Dixie Primosch, Member-at-Large; and Hugo 
Enciso, Vice President (not shown).

1st CEB Marine, SSgt. Edgar Diaz 
and Dorothy Owen, President of 
the 1st CEB Adoption Committee.

By Janet Beach

Members of the Cerritos 
Republican Club and guests 
attended the annual Christmas 
Party on Dec. 12 in the Skyline 
Room at the Cerritos Library.  
Special guests were 1st CEB 
Marine, SSgt. Edgar Diaz and 
wis wife and three daughters.

Everyone who attended 
enjoyed a delicious roasted tur-
key dinner, catered by Huff’s 
Restaurant, with cupcakes and 
pumpkin pie for dessert. Many 
guests brought a toy to be do-

nated to the Marines.
SSgt. Diaz thanked the 

Republican Club for inviting 
his family to the event. He 
also thanked everyone for the 
toys, which at the end of the 
evening were taken back to the 
base where they were given to 
the children at the Marines’ 
Family Christmas Party on 
Dec 19. Usually, several Ma-
rines attend this event, but this 
year they were either deployed 
or at specialized training.

Entertainment for the eve-
ning was provided by the Dan-

den Sisters, who sang a few 
favorite Christmas songs.

The club also sold raffle 
tickets and awarded a special 
1st CEB Medalion to each of 
the lucky winners. They raised 
$230 from the raffle, which will 
be given to the 1st CEB Adop-
tion Committee, along with 
$499 donated by LA County 
Supervisor Janice Hahn.

At the conclusion of the 
event, new officers were sworn 
in by Former Cerritos Mayor 
and Republican Club member, 
George Ray.   

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

Read The Paper Online! On Dec. 8, the Cerritos Branch of Comerica Bank sponsored a Lunch 
Mixer for Chamber members to celebrate a decade of serving the com-
munity. Attending were: Hoang Ngo (District Manager), Bharathi 
Naidu (Retail Personal Banker), Tessie Siongco (Customer Service 
Rep.), Cerritos Mayor Grace Hu, Sangeeta Chauhan (Branch Manag-
er), Tiffany Le (Asst. Manager) and Councilmember Jim Edwards.

Comerica Bank Celebrates 
10th Anniversary in Cerritos
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

By Jerry Bernstein

Planning Commission Grants 
MLC’s Appeal to Hold Another 
Hearing on Development

Charitable Events Really Warm Our Hearts

By Melinda Kimsey

•  Letters must be no more than 200 words, typed and 
double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and must in-
clude the author’s address and phone number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not necessarily re-
flect the opinions of the Gateway Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit editorial 
content, without notice, for length, grammar, clarity or 
libelous statements.

My thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families affected 
by all the wild fires throughout 
California and especially the 
family of the Orange County 
firefighter who lost his life in 
the line of duty.  I would like to 
send a special thank you to all 
the firefighters who are work-
ing so hard for our safety.

I know I beat crime to 
death in these articles, but 
I feel it is important for our 
community.  Burglaries are on 
pace to have one of the highest 
months in our history of keep-
ing statistics.  The number one 
entry point is our rear sliding 
doors.  

This means the thieves 
are getting into our backyards 
and then shattering the glass.  
Please be observant if you 
hear anything at one of your 
neighbor's houses and if you 
see something suspicious, call 
it in to the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment immediately.

Packages are being sto-

len from our porches, and we 
need to watch out for that, 
too.  Thieves are continuing to 
break into our cars at night as 
well, and we need to not leave 
anything of value in our vehi-
cles.  Consider adding surveil-
lance cameras to help the sher-
iff identity people committing 
crimes in our city. You can also 
put up motion sensor lights or 
switch your bulbs to LED and 
keep them on overnight to 
light up our dark streets.  

The city is sponsoring 
an LED demonstration at the 
Sports Complex so the resi-
dents can look at the 3000K 
and 4000K lights that the city 
is contemplating putting in our 
street lights. You can view 
them and then give your com-
ments to the city council for 
their consideration.

The homeless problem 
continues in our city and many 
other cities throughout our 
region. Stolen bikes were re-
covered in the riverbed near 
an encampment, and if you are 
missing one, you can contact 
the Sheriff’s Department. 

Early in the morning last 
week I observed a coyote run 
down the sidewalk in front of 
my house. This is just another 
reminder that they are in our 
community, and they can jump 
six foot walls. Please make 
sure your dogs and pets are 

safe at night and in the early 
morning hours.  Coyotes can 
still typically be hazed away 
with loud noises.

The city calendars are still 
being delivered. I have seen 
many residents inquiring about 
them on social media.  If you 
don't receive one by the end of 
the year, I would recommend 
that you call the city and you 
can probably go to City Hall to 
pick one up.

America’s Best Contacts 
and Eyeglasses has come to 
Cerritos and recently opened 
in the Cerritos Town Center 
next to Ross. 

The Nixon Elementary 
Watch Dogs and PTA hosted 
a movie night last night for 
the opening of Star Wars, and 
it was an outstanding event. It 
was awesome for the kids to 
see all their friends in a movie 
theater and to enjoy a show to-
gether.  

Finally, I would like to 
congratulate the Optimist Club 
for another successful Needy 
Family Drive. The club deliv-
ered food, presents, gift cards 
and toys to families in north-
ern Artesia.  I was humbled to 
be a part of the delivery, and 
seeing the families faces light 
up was a very rewarding expe-
rience. 

Happy holidays everyone 
and be safe, Cerritos!

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

When you read this edi-
tion of the Gateway Guardian, 
there will only be four days 
until Christmas. So, if you 
are not done shopping, baking 
cookies and decorating the in-
side and outside of your home, 
you are seriously behind and 
it is time to panic! If you are 
ready, then kick back and en-
joy the last few days before the 
very popular man of the hour 
arrives, namely Santa Claus. 

On a more serious note, I 
have been later than usual for 
some of the festivities, and 
there are still lots of toys and 
gifts out there for you to pur-
chase. With regard to Christ-
mas goodies, the local baker-
ies are very well-stocked. 

I would like to thank ev-
eryone and every business who 
have contributed to the several 
charitable events that have 
taken place in our community. 

The generosity of folks at this 
time of year proves that there 
are so many really good peo-
ple out there doing really good 
things for the less fortunate. 

There are some photos 
in the Gateway highlighting 
some of the groups, which is 
a short list of different orga-
nizations. Thanks to each and 
every one of you.  

I would like to thank the 
Gateway Guardian staff for 
all of their hard work this past 
year. Janet and Jerry make 
it look easy to run a newspa-
per, but I can assure you that 
it takes many hours of intense 
work to make it all come to-
gether every issue. 

Also, a very sincere thank 
you to our guest writers who 
have become so popular with-
in the community for their 
outstanding writing ability and 
subject matter. Brad’s column 
seems to be very popular with 
our readers and keeps us in-
formed on what’s going on in 
the community. 

We have been on long and 
enjoyable vacations with Dr. 
Bob and his lovely wife Mari-
anne. Dan Nino and his lovely 
wife have also taken us along 
on many travels to places that 
seem exotic and far away. 

Leah Nass has brought 
a fresh perspective with her 
interesting articles on fam-
ily friendly places for day 
trips with our very special 

young friends. Of course, we 
have the Superintendent of 
the Year, Dr. Mary Sieu who 
keeps us informed on all of the 
great accomplishments of our 
students and teachers, as well 
as our fantastic school board 
and administrators in the ABC 
District. 

Thanks to our first re-
sponders who take good care 
of us and give us a sense of 
peace and security. We know 
you are watching and we thank 
you for your service. 

Well, another year has 
passed and the Gateway 
Guardian staff would like to 
wish you a very Merry Christ-
mas and a very Happy New 
Year. See you in 2018!

As always, Happy Trails!

It was a cool morning. 
A bit chilly, but not cold. I 
started to pour myself a cup of 
hot steaming, hot coffee when 
VAL LYNDER, DEFENDER 
OF ALL THAT WAS TRUE 
burst into my office. “I could 
use a cup of your coffee,” she 
said as she seated herself in the 
chair in front of my desk.

I quickly poured her a cup, 
she liked it black. “What brings 
you here so early?” I asked.

“I have a 10:30 flight to 
San Francisco,” she said.” I’ll 
be there for the holidays and 
wanted to wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.”

“Well, thank you,” I re-
plied. “I wish you a happy holi-
day, too.”  She sipped her coffee 
while I waited for her to bring 
up what was on her mind.

I understand the Cerritos 
City Planning Commission re-
versed its vote denying MLC 
Holdings, Inc. to build 29 
homes on the 2/12-acre site 
on the corner of Artesia Bou-
levard and Shoemaker Road,” 
she said. “Is that true?”

“No,” I replied. “Under 
state law when a planning 
commission turns down a de-
velopment, the applicant has 
the right to appeal. The com-
mission agreed to grant the 
applicant’s appeal and hold 
another hearing on the devel-

opment.”
She sat quietly in the chair 

for a few moments. Finally, she 
inquired, “Did company of-
fer to make any changes? You 
know as well as I do 29 homes 
on that site is a bit much.”

I looked at her for a mo-
ment and said, “MLC is work-
ing on a revised plan with a 
reduction in the number of 
homes and possibly a second 
driveway onto Artesia Boule-
vard like the existing one.” 

Before she could say any-
thing, I added, “No I don’t 
know the number of homes in-
dicated and what other chang-
es they are considering. We’ll 
just have to wait until the pub-
lic hearing is held.”

Okay,” she said, quickly 
changing the subject. “What 
are you doing for Christmas?” 

“I’m going to go to my 
daughters like I always do,” 
I said. “We have a tradition. 
About 10 o’clock the fam-
ily gathers at my daughter’s 
house for a Christmas Break-
fast of lox (smoked salmon) 
and   fresh bagels from the 
bakery. 

“I bring the bagels and 
lox, and my daughter provides 
the cream cheese and hot cof-
fee. Have you ever had a toast-
ed lox and bagel cream cheese 
sandwich?” I asked.

“As a matter of fact, yes,” 
she answered, “usually for 
lunch.”

“Try it for breakfast,” I 
said. “We usually have the 
traditional Christmas dinner 
about 3 p.m. and then open our 
Christmas presents.”

“That’s nice,” she replied 
“Well, I have to go as she 
lifted herself from the chair. 
“Thanks for the coffee and 
have a Merry Christmas. I’ll 
see you next year!”  

From the Gateway 
Guardian Staff
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Apogla Selects New Officers for 2018

By  Dan E. Nino
 
Casey “Beeboy” Mansilla, 

a CPA who underwent ritual 
rites of the Alpha Phi Omega 
(Philippines) from Sigma 
Chapter (Adamson Univer-
sity), will take the helm as 
president of Alpha Phi Omega 
Alumni of Greater Los Ange-
les (APOGLA) for 2018. 

Mansilla of Batch 1976-C 
who ran unopposed like the 
rest of the candidates, will 
succeed outgoing President  
Betta Martinez David, his fel-
low Sigmanian.     

Other officers include 
Shane Miranda (Kappa Beta), 
vice president; Maryann Lay-
no (Epsilon Alpha), secretary; 
Troy Agagon Gamma Epsi-
lon), treasurer; Armand Men-
doza (Alpha Eta), auditor; and 
Dan E. Nino (PSI), Public Re-
lations Officer.  

Toti Ayo (Beta Kappa) and 
Art Rivera (Eta) were  elected 
as members of the Board. Out-
going President Betta M. Da-
vid (Sigma) will automatically 
serve on the Board as well as 
former Board Members Raul 
David (Sigma), Jimmy Bau-
tista (Alpha Epsilon) and Beth 
Ventura (Beta).  

The new officers will be 
sworn in on Dec. 16 at the 
Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel in 
Buena Park coinciding with 
the fraternity’s foundation an-
niversary. Alpha Phi Omega 
International Collegiate Fra-
ternity was founded  on Dec. 
16, 1925, at Lafayette College 
in Easton, Pennsylvania by 
Dr. Frank Reed Horton. 

In the Philippines, it was 
established on March 2, 1950, 
by Dr. Librado I. Ureta at Far 
Eastern University in Manila 
with the encouragement of 

Scoutmaster Sol Levy, a visit-
ing fraternity brother from the 
U.S. Beyond graduation, the 
spirit of the fraternity refuses 
to take a back seat. 

APO Philippines Alumni 
Association of Southern Cali-
fornia, which changed its name 
to APOGLA, was organized on 
Oct. 30, 1980. Jess Castillo L. 
Castillo was its founding presi-
dent. The fraternity’s three 
cardinal principles are: Leader-
ship, Friendship and Service.

Brod Beeboy Mansilla 
became an active member of 
APOGLA in 2006. In 2009, 
he served as vice president, 
then as member of the Board 
in 2012. In 2013, he was the 
overall chairman of the De-
cember Affair. This was fol-
lowed by his stints an auditor 
in 2015 and 2017.

In 1982, Bro. Beeboy 
graduated with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Commerce major in 
Accounting from Notre Dame 
University in Cotabato City, 
Philippines. The following 
year, he passed the grueling 
CPA Board exam.

A glimpse of his presi-
dency  came to the fore during 
the presentation of candidates 
in October. He emphasized, 
“I’m only as strong and effec-
tive with the full participation 
of the entire membership. The 
success of our organization 
doesn’t depend on me alone. I 
need everyone’s contribution 
to achieve our goals.” 
      –denino1951@gmail.com      

 

By Jerry Bernstein

Councilman Reynaldo Ro-
driguez was unanimously elect-
ed Hawaiian Gardens Mayor 
by his fellow councilmembers 
at the City Council’s Dec. 12 
meeting. Elected Mayor Pro 
Tem for a third consecutive 
term was Barry Bruce.

Rodriguez, who was May-
or in 2016, thanked the council 
for its confidence in him and 
said he would serve the resi-
dents of Hawaiian Gardens to 
the best of his ability, 

Outgoing Mayor Hank 
Trimble said his year as mayor 
was successful because of the 
support he received from city 
staff and his fellow council 
members. “I can’t say enough 
about the council,” he said. 
“I’m proud to be part of it and 
honored to have been able to 
serve as your mayor.” Turn-

Rodriquez  Elected HG 
Mayor; Barry Bruce  
Elected Mayor Pro Tem

Members of the  Hawaiian Gardens City Council present outgoing Mayor 
Hank Trimble with a plaque and pictures commemorating his year in of-
fice as Hawaiian Gardens Mayor at their Dec. 12 meeting. 

ing to his wife Cathy, who 
was seated in the front row of 
the council chamber, he said, 
“We have been married for 36 
years, but this past year has 
been the most difficult. Thank 
you for your continuous sup-
port.”  He then presented her 
with a bouquet  of Roses.

Presentations were made  
to the outgoing mayor by re-
spresentatives of State Assem-
bly Speaker Anthony Rendon, 
State Senator Tony Mendo-
za, Lakewood City Council, 
Members of the ABC School 
Board  – Board President Soo 
Yoo, Vice President Leticia 
Mendoza and Board Member 
Christopher Apodaca. 

Artesia Mayor Sally Flow-
ers presented the outgoing 
mayor with a plaque compli-
menting him for his service not 
only to the residents of his city 
but to community at large. 

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Council 
unanimously voted to change 
the date of city elections ef-
fective March 3, 2020 aligning 
city elections with statewide 
election in accordance with 
State Senate Bill 415, which 
was approved by the state leg-
islature and signed into law by 
Governor Brown.

The California statewide 
primary will move from June 
in even numbered years to the 
first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in March for presi-
dential and non-presidential 
election years beginning in 
March 2020. 

In her report to the coun-
cil, City Clerk Vida Barone 
said the intent and purpose of 
the state election date changes 
was two-fold. Traditionally, 
California’s primary has been 
held in March, placing it at the 
tail end of the Presidential pri-
mary election. By moving it to 
June California voters will cast 
their ballots immediately after 
Iowa and New Hampshire. She 
said by moving up the election 

Cerritos Council Votes to Change City 
Elections to Coincide with State Elections

to March in non-presidential 
years, it will boost voter par-
ticipation, reduce costs for 
local elections, by consolidat-
ing with state-wide primary 
or statewide general elections 
and limit voter confusion.

It was noted in the city’s 
April 11, 2017 council elec-
tion, registered voters totaled 
32,258. Voter participation 
was only 8,431 or 26.14 per-
cent. The change will extend 
the current council to 2020 
when the next statewide elec-
tion will be held.

In other business, the 
council unanimously reaf-
firmed its opposition to the 
establishment of marijuana/
medical marijuana dispensa-
ries, outdoor cultivation of the 
plant and indoor cultivation of 
more than six living marijua-
na plants plus the delivery of 
marijuana/medical marijuana 

in any zoning district within 
the city of Cerritos.

In October 2015, the 
governor enacted the Medi-
cal  Marijuana Regulation 
and Safety Act (MMRSA), 
which established a statewide 
regularity system for medical 
mariuana activities and uses. 
It designated the state to be 
the sole licensing authority for 
the cultivation and delivery of 
medical marijuana. 

It also gave local control 
to cities by way of adoption of 
local land use regulations ex-
pressly prohibiting or regulat-
ing such medical activity. 

The council also approved 
the purchase of  a new Walker 
T-251 Riding Mower, which 
will be utilized by the Parks 
and Maintenance Division. 
Low bidder was  B&M Lawn 
and Garden Center in Ana-
heim at $19,602.69.

Three synchronized swim-
mers were recently honored 
by the Cerritos City Council 
for their achievements. Gon-
salves Elementary student, 
Calista Liu 11, competed as a 
synchronized swimmer in the 
Junior Olympics, where she 
received a gold (team) award 
and a silver (duet) award. 

Liu also placed sixth for 
a figure award at the region-
als competition in La Mirada. 
When she competed at the Ju-
nior Olympics in Riverside over 
the summer, she placed 10th 
for a figure award and brought 
home a gold (team) award and 
a bronze (duet) award. 

Leal Elementary student 
Megumi Field, 11, competed 
as a synchronized swimmer in 
the Junior Olympics. She won 

Cerritos  Council Honors
Synchronized Swimmers 

a gold (team) award and a gold 
(duet) award and placed first 
for a figure award at the Riv-
erside competition. 

Field competed at the 
UANA Pan American com-
petitions in Chile, where she 
scored a silver (team USA) 
award, a gold (duet USA) 
award and a gold (solo USA) 
award. She placed first for a 
figure award. 

Whitney High School ju-
nior Aivan Nguyen, 16, com-
peted as a synchronized swim-
mer on the USA Junior Na-
tional Team. Nguyen placed 
fourth (duet) and 15th (figure) 
at the US Nationals in Ari-
zona. Nguyen also competed 
in the Swiss Open in Switzer-
land, where she received a sil-
ver (team USA) award.
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City of Hawaiian Gardens 
Recreation and Community Services

Ballet       Class 

Learn beginning dance and ballet positions.  We will create magic through movement by 
using characters such as floating fairies, butterflies, and royalty. 

Boy's and Girl's are encouraged to sign-up! 

Session I Registration January 8 - 19, 2018 
Class begins the week of January 22, 2018 

Monday's -    Ages 3-5    5:00pm - 5:45pm 
                     Ages 5-7    6:00pm - 7:00pm 
 Friday's -    Ages 5-7   5:00pm - 6:00pm 
                    Ages 7-9   6:00pm - 7:00pm 

Fees: Residents $15 / Non-Residents $30 - Per Session (3 months) 
      

   Proof of age and residency required at registration. 

Register at the C. Robert Lee Activity Center 
       21815 Pioneer Blvd., Hawaiian Gardens 

  For additional information please call (562) 608-4840 or visit us at hgcity.org 

Cerritos Chamber Holds 
Holiday Luncheon & Mixer

LeFiell Manufacturing Company employees, along with owner George 
Ray, show many of the toys they donated to the Chamber’s Holiday Drive. 
The toys were given to the children of the ABC Unified School District’s 
Head Start Program.

Holiday Luncheon • Dec. 7 • Sheraton Hotel

Holiday entertainment was provided by WESTBEAT, a group of talented 
singers presented by 3-D Theatricals. They sang several Christmas favor-
ites and even had the audience singing along.

Head Start Parent Elaine Munoz, Dr. Mary Sieu and Santa Claus are joined 
by Lora Ballard, Director of the ABC Head Start Program; Scott Smith, 
CEO of the Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce; ABC School Board 
President Soo Yoo; Tom Woodward, Executive Director of Head Start; 
Dr. Rhonda Buss, ABC Director of Secondary Schools; Laura Hernan-
dez, Head Start Coordinator; and Teresa Mora, Head Start Family Service 
worker. The children of the Head Start Program were the recipients of the 
toys donated to the Chamber by loca businesses and community members.
The Head Start Program provides educational support to low-income 
families, foster children, homeless children and/or students with special 
needs ages 3-5 years. 

“Mr. Lexus,” Desmond 
Thompson and his wife 
Deirde visit with Santa 
Claus at the Chamber Holi-
day Luncheon.

THANK YOU 
TO ALL WHO 
DONATED !

Holiday Mixer • Dec. 14 • Sheraton Hotel

(Top Left) Dr. Shin Liu and 
Mayor Grace Hu; (Top Right) 
Julie Knabe, Teri Bazen, and 
Marianne and Bob Hughlett; 
(Left) Michelle Soto, Dean 
Lockwood, Councilmember 
Naresh Solanki, Terry Matz 
and Paolo Quiroga.

The Cerritos City Council recently held a ribbon cutting ceremony to 
commemorate new playground improvements at Brookhaven Park. 
The playground received new climbers, interactive elements, slides 
and swings. A nature color palette was selected for the playground 
equipment. New playground surfacing also was installed. “We are 
pleased to present yet another beautifully upgraded playground for our 
community’s use,” said Cerritos Mayor Grace Hu. “We hope that the 
community will enjoy this new playground and all it has to offer.”

Brookhaven Park Playground 
Renovation Completed

The City of Cerritos has 
a street lighting demonstra-
tion available at the Cerritos 
Sports Complex now through 
Monday, Jan. 15. The display 
is  located in the area southeast 
of the Cerritos Sports Com-
plex building. Signs are posted 
to indicate the display area and 
to identify different lighting 
options. 

The City is exploring re-
placing High Pressure Sodium 
Vapor (HPSV) streetlights that 
currently exist in all residen-
tial tracts and arterial streets 
with newer Light Emitting 
Diode (LED) technology. The 
options available vary in color 
temperature and light levels. 
Conversion to the new LED 
technology will result in a sav-
ings to the City due to reduced 
energy usage. 

The majority of the costs 
to convert the streetlights will 
be covered by Southern Cali-
fornia Edison through an in-
centive program offered by 
the California Public Utilities 
Commission.

The public will be able to 
submit votes at City Hall by 
completing a form and placing 
it in a suggestion box. Voting 
can also be completed through 
an online survey on the City’s 
website at cerritos.us. 

The community may have 
an additional opportunity to 
view the demonstration and vote 
in early spring, when a similar 
display may be set up in a resi-
dential. Upon conclusion of the 
public input period, the findings 
will be presented to the City 
Council for further direction.

LED Lighting 
Demonstration 
on Display 
Now at Cerritos 
Sports Complex
 


