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Cerritos Regional Chamber Installs 
New Chair and Board at Luncheon

            See Pioneer Blvd. Page 5

Artesia Council Approves $9 Million 
Budget; Modifications Set for Pioneer Blvd.

ABC Fun Run Raises More 
Than $20,000 for ABCUSD

By Jerry Bernstein

The Artesia City Council 
approved a balanced budget 
for the fiscal year 2017-18 in 
the amount of $9,150,172. 
Proposed General Operational 
Expenditures total $8,588,524 
leaving a balance of $561,648 
over expenditures. 

In his report to the coun-
cil, City Manager William 
Rawlings said the city has $9 
million in its reserves. He said 
the budget reflects an increase 
in funds for law enforcement, 
parks, reserves and infra-

structure. 
In other business, the coun-

cil responded to complaints 
concerning the status of the 
proposed promenade on Pio-
neer Boulevard, parking and 
traffic congestion. Residents 
and Pioneer merchants also 
complained about the number 
of weekend events scheduled 
on the artery resulting in its 
closure, which the merchants 
claim are normally their busi-
est days. 

Eight events had been 
previously scheduled. They 
include the Lunar New Year 
Festival, Mariachi Festival, Pi-
oneer Days Parade, Eld al-Fitr 
Festival, India Independence 
Day, Treats in the Streets, In-
ternational Street Fair and Di-
versity Festival and the Festi-
val of Lights (Diwali). 

The council voted to limit 
the number to two events on 
Pioneer Boulevard – The Fes-
tival of Lights (Diwali) and  
the International Street Fair 
and Diversity Festival. The 

remaining six will be held in 
other locations in Artesia. 

The council also agreed to 
modify the downtown  park-
ing meters to permit one hour 
of  free parking time, effective 
seven days a week.
Promenade Opposition

Merchants  and residents 
expressed concern about the 
proposed Pioneer Boulevard 
Promenade, and current traffic 
congestion on the north-south 
artery. They said the prom-
enade island was causing traf-
fic jams in the downtown area, 
especially at the intersection 
of Pioneer and 183rd Street. 

Resident Rebecca Vasquez 
asked what changes were be-
ing made and do they include 
going back to the way Pioneer 
was? She said residents feel it 
is very inconvenient the way 
it now is. They also feel there 
should be more money invest-
ed in Artesia Park, which she 
said is the city’s main park.

Cerritos City Council Votes 
Down Museum 3-2, Increases 
Tree Trimming Budget

By Janet Beach

The Cerritos Regional 
Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced its new 2017-18 
Board of Directors at the In-
stallation Luncheon on June 
15 at the Sheraton Hotel. The 

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Council 
voted to close the Cerritos As-
tor Museum/Learning Center 
and sell its assets by a 3-2 vote 
on June 8.

Mayor Grace Hu, and 
Councilmembers Naresh So-
lanki and Frank Yokoyama 
voted to close it. Mayor Pro 
Tem Mark Publio and  Coun-
cilman Jim Edwards voted 
no. The museum is located in 
a city-owned warehouse on 
Moore Street. 

Solanki noted the city still 
did not have a balanced bud-
get, and he believed this was 
the wrong time to spend mon-
ey on a long term liability. He 
also asked if the city could use 
the $950,000 donated by for-
mer Supervisor Don Knabe for 
other purposes. 

Councilmember Solanki 
said the money received from 
disposing of the museum could 
be used for trimming city trees 
and repairing streets and side-
walks. 

Mayor Grace Hu asked 
what the potential income the 

city would receive  if the ware-
house was rented out?

Gallucci said the possibil-
ity of renting it is very good. 
He said the city could receive 
about $40,000 a month, while 
the Mullikin Building on 
South Street and Bloomfield 
Avenue could bring in roughly 
$500,000 annually in income. 

Yokoyama asked if the 
$950,000 grant from LA 
County could be used at Re-
gional Park if the city does not 
go ahead with the museum. 
Gallucci said he thought so. 
The agreement said the funds 
could be used at the museum 
and/or Regional Park.

Yokoyama asked if the 
city had had discussions with 
the Auto Square dealers about 
the museum. He replied yes, 
noting that some of the dealers 
have their own private collec-
tion of cars.

Councilman Mark Pulido 
asked what the maintenance 
cost would be to operate the 
museum on  the Moore Street 
property. He was told approxi-

new Chair is Dr. Mark Chung.
Chamber CEO Scott 

Smith said, “One thing for 
sure is they are all committed 
to ensuring that this region is 
a great place to do business. 
These board members bring so 
many different experiences to 

the table.”  
Smith presented outgo-

ing Chair Teri Bazen with her 
gavel mounted on a plaque 
and thanked her for her year of 
service to the Chamber.

2017-18 Board of Directors: Dr. Rhonda Buss, ABCUSD; Gina Cole, Legal Shield; Paul Motenko, STACKED 
Restaurants; Board Chair Dr. Mark Chung, Sleep & Lung MD; Brian Jondle, HUB Insurance Services; Teri Ba-
zen, Norwalk - La Mirada Plumbing; Ken Kraus, Los Cerritos Center; Maha Rayan, Union Bank; Dr. Alexander 
Khananashvili, Obesity, Solutions; Desmond Thompson, Lexus of Cerritos; Paolo Quiroga, Edward Jones; and
Kent Galante, Sheraton Cerritos.

   See Cerritos Chamber Page 6

Hawaiian Gardens 
Awards Scholarships 

Page 3 

The 5th annual ABC   Edu-
cation Foundation’s ABC Into 
the Summer Fun Run on June 
17 at the Los Cerritos Center 
raised more than $20,000 for 
ABCUSD schools. 

Major sponsors, includ-
ing Title Sponsor: Los Cerritos 
Center; Platinum Sponsor: Los 
Cerritos Community News; 

Gold Sponsor: Browning Au-
tomotive; and Silver Spon-
sors: Blue Shield of California, 
The Gateway Guardian, LBS 
Financial Credit Union, and 
Kaiser Permanente led over 77 
community sponsors.

“Our Foundation is here 

          See ABC Fun Run Page 7
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governments. 
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published bi-weekly. Contents 
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permission from the Publisher. 
All submissions for publica-
tion become the property of the 
Gateway Guardian and will not 
be returned. The paper does not 
guarantee submissions will be 
published. All submissions are 
subject to editing to conform to 
space limitations.

The Gateway Guardian is grate-
ful for the following guest writers 
who have submitted articles and 
have contributed to the sucess of 
the newspaper: Edna Ethington, 
Richard Guiss, Dr. Bob Hughlett, 
Selene Lee, Councilman Tony 
Lima, Dan Nino and Ernie Nishi.

Ad deadline is the Friday before 
publication date. Camera-ready 
copy is accepted or custom ads 
may be designed by the staff.

  Newspaper, Inc.

GATEWAYGuardian Newspaper, Inc.

MAJOR DROP SITES:  
     Pick up your copy of the paper at one of the following locations. 

ABC School District Office
ABC Adult School
Artesia City Hall & Library
Cerritos Chamber Office
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Cerritos Liberty Park
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Cerritos Senior Center
Hawaiian Gardens City Hall
Hawaiian Gardens Library
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Declared a legally adjudi-
cated newspaper of general 
circulation on June 7, 2016, 
in the County of Los Angeles 
by Court Case BS-159353

SCHOOL NEWS

Next School 
Board Meeting:

  
July 18
7 p.m.

District Office
16700 Norwalk Blvd.
Cerritos, CA 90703

And many more!

California is expecting a 
significant shortfall of teachers 
in the near future. In an effort 
to expand its support of the 
development of highly quali-
fied, talented teachers, Cerri-
tos High School (CHS) offers 
its students a Teacher TRAC 
Pathway Program. 

Under the direction of 
teacher Laura Rheaume, CHS 
juniors and seniors learn about 
educational issues, learning 
theory, and teaching method-
ology in their classes and then 
apply what they learn in real 
teaching situations.

CHS students volunteer at 
Sonshine Preschool's Fall Fes-
tival, tutor Elliott Elementary 
students in grades K- 6 two 
days a week, and host hands-
on workshops for Special 
Education students at Cerritos 
High School. In addition, they 
present lessons to CHS classes 
and engage in various diverse, 

Cerritos High School Teacher TRAC Pathway
educational activities. 

CHS students have even 
more opportunities to develop 
professional skills as they join 
the California and national 
chapters of Educators Rising 
(previously Future Teachers 
of America).  

Juniors utilize Project 
Tomorrow’s Youth Teach 2 
Learn curriculum, in which 
students design lessons and 
teach them to local elementary 
students. 

Seniors will earn college 
credit for two Cerritos Col-
lege Teacher TRAC classes: 
Introduction to Teaching and 
Technology in Education. 
This powerful program gives 
CHS students the opportunity 
to begin their teacher training 
at CHS, continue at Cerritos 
College as Teacher TRAC stu-
dents, and complete their edu-
cation at CSULB, earning a 
degree and a teaching creden-

tial by the end of four years. 
Many Teacher Pathway 

students at Cerritos High 
School are planning on bring-
ing their talents back home by 
applying to ABCUSD as new 
teachers. Their commitment to 
the community begins at CHS 
and extends into future class-
rooms throughout the district. 

According to Superin-
tendent, Dr. Mary Sieu, “The 
District has shown its commit-
ment to the students and to the 
Teacher TRAC Pathway by 
guaranteeing an interview to 
the students who successfully 
complete the program.  Many 
of the current teachers are 
products of ABCUSD. 

We would welcome them 
back to begin their career in 
an outstanding District. We’re 
fortunate that a pipeline of fu-
ture teachers begins with this 
high school program,” said Dr. 
Sieu.  

The Class of 2017 in the 
ABC Unified School District 
were awarded $24.1 million in 
scholarships and grants.  This 
total represents an increase in 
about $8 million since 2014 
and a $900,000 increase from 
the previous year.

Artesia High School’s 304 
graduates were awarded $5.7 
million in scholarships and 
grants.  School acceptances in-
cluded UCLA, UC Irvine, UC 
Santa Barbara, UC San Diego, 
UC Santa Cruz, UC Riverside, 
UC Merced, CSU San Jose, 
CSU Dominguez Hills, CSU 
Fullerton, CSU Long Beach, 
CSU San Francisco, CSU 
Humboldt, CSU Northridge, 
CSU Chico, CSU San Bernar-
dino, CSU Sacramento, and 
many other colleges and uni-
versities.

Cerritos High School’s 
517 graduates were awarded 
$4.7 million in scholarships 
and grants.  School acceptance 
included Harvard Univer-
sity,  Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT),  Stan-
ford University, USC, Boston 
University, Purdue University, 
UCLA, UC Berkeley, UC Da-
vis, UC Irvine, UC Merced, 
UC Riverside, UC San Diego, 
UC Santa Barbara, UC Santa 
Cruz, USC, Cal Poly Pomona, 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, CSU 
Fullerton, CSU Long Beach, 
CSU Bakersfield, CSU Sac-
ramento, CSU San Francisco, 
CSU Dominguez Hills, CSU 
Los Angeles, CSU Eastbay, 
CSU San Jose, and many other 
colleges and universities.

Gahr High School’s 505 
graduates were awarded $4.6 
million in scholarships and 
grants. School acceptance in-
clude UC Berkeley, UC Irvine, 
UCLA, UC Riverside, UC San 
Diego, UC Santa Cruz, UC 
Merced, UC San Francisco, 
Cal Poly Pomona, Cal Poly San 
Lois Obispo, CSU Dominguez, 
Hills, CSU Fullerton, CSU 
Long Beach, CSU San Fran-

Class of 2017 
in ABCUSD 
Awarded $24.1 
Million in
Scholarships

Cerritos College Board 
Appoints Birkey to Fill Vacancy

The Cerritos College Board 
of Trustees voted on June 7 to 
appoint James Cody Birkey to 
fill a vacancy in Trustee Area 
#3 left by now-retired Trustee 
John Paul Drayer.

Of six candidates to re-
place Drayer, four were inter-
viewed at the June 7 regular 
board meeting. Birkey is a 
Bellflower resident and serves 
as a vice president at JLL, a 
global real estate company, 
where he advises public in-
stitutions regarding strategic 
capital investments. 

Birkey holds bachelor’s 
degrees in architecture (cum 
laude) and international eco-
nomics (cum laude) from the 

University of Oregon. He also 
has a Master in Design Studies 
in real estate economics and 
finance (with distinction) from 
Harvard University where he 
was awarded the Mansfield-
Colloredo Prize for achieve-
ment in the field. 

Birkey has lectured at sev-
eral institutions in the fields of 
design and economics. He is 
active in several non-profits 
and social justice initiatives in 
Southeast Los Angeles County 
and elsewhere. 

Birkey will be sworn in 
at the June 21 board meeting 
and will serve the remainder 
of Drayer’s term that ends in 
2018.       See Scholarships Page 7
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ARTESIA:                                          
4th of July Celebration 
Tuesday, July 4 • 7:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Over the Line competition at 7a.m. Activities include 
Family Game Competitions, Live Concerts & BBQ with 
Friends and Family. Fireworks show at 9 p.m. 
 
Family Fun Night - Concert in the Park 
Wednesday, July 12  • 6:30 - 8 p.m. 
A. J. Padelford Park, 11900 169th St., Artesia 
 
CERRITOS
Let Freedom Ring Celebration 
Tuesday, July 4  •  4 - 9 p.m.   Cerritos Civic Center 
Rides, entertainment, bell ring ceremony & food trucks. 
Fireworks at 9 p.m.  Bring chairs and blankets. 
 
HAWAIIAN GARDENS
Independence Day Celebration 
Saturday, July 1  •  6 - 10 p.m. Fedde Sports Complex 
Enjoy a hamburger/cheeseburger for $1 (limit 2 per 
person) from In-N-Out Burger Truck. Entertainment, 
music, games, & fireworks at 9:45.  
 
LA PALMA
Fitness Run for Fun 
Tuesday, July 4  •  7:30 - 10:30 a.m.  Central Park 
Experience that small town sense of community to share 
quality time with your family, neighbors, and friends. 

The Cerritos City Council 
congratulated Cerritos High 
School’s Dance/Drill and All 
Male Dance Team on win-
ning the National Champi-
onship title awarded by the 
United Spirit Association in 
the Medium Military category. 

The team is led by di-

By Jerry Bernstein

The ABC Board of Educa-
tion approved a balanced budget 
for the 2017-18 school year in 
the amount of $218,794,614. 

Assistant Superintendent 
of Business Services Toan  
Nguyen said the budget was 
based on the Governor’s May 
budget revisions, which were 
approved by the state legisla-
ture. 

He said the governors pro-
posed budget in January had 
projected a budget deficit of 
about $1.7 million. However, 
the governor’s May revision 
calls for a balanced budget for 
the new fiscal year.

He said the governor  not-
ed the state’s economy was in 
its ninth year of expansion. 
Normally, such expansions 
last approximately six years 
and has warned, based on past 
recoveries, the economy may 
slow down. 

Nguyen said the May re-
vise calls for an increase in ed-
ucation. He said ABC should 
have balanced budgets through 
2020. He said the governor has 
proposed the following fund-
ing for  K-12 Education in the 
state.

ABC School Board Approves $218 Million Budget
•  $1.4 billion to continue 

implementation of the Lo-
cal Control Funding Formula 
(LCFF)

•  $1.01 billion in one time 
discretionary funds  

•  $376 million for energy 
efficiency projects in schools 
from Proposition 39 revenues 
(restrictive) 
Budget Overview

Nguyen said  the 2017-
18 ABC Preliminary Budget 
Overview was as follows:

Total Combined Revenues 
- $218,794,614. Total Expen-
ditures - $218,794,614. Ex-
cess (Deficiency) - $178,885. 
Other Financing - $2,626,123 
Net Change - $2,447,238.  
Beginning Fund Balance - 
$22,754,436. Ending Fund 
Balance - $20,307,198. 

Nguyen said, “Right now 
the budget is very fluid and 
subject to change based on the 
legislative vote. The state will 
be sitting on a $8.5 billion dol-
lar reserve. “If things go south, 
they will have funding to off-
set the reductions.”

He said for ABC addition-
al fund for the coming year is 
$3.8 million in LC funding. 
“There is also $3.5 million, 
but the county has told us not 

to put it into the budget be-
cause the District will not be 
receiving the money until May 
2019. Plus $1 million in Prop-
osition 59  for energy efficient 
projects.” 

He added, this is before 
declining enrollment of stu-
dents is included. “This year 
we were down 118 students. 
The impact is $1 million.” 
LCAP Budget Approved

The Board also approved 
the LCAP budget following 
a public hearing on its Local 
Control Accountability Plan 
(LCAP} on June 6. LCAP 
is part of the Local Control 
Funding Formula (LCFF) ap-
proved by the state legislature 
in June 2013. 

In his report to the school 
board, Nguyen said the gover-
nor’s May Revision called for 
an increase in LCFF funding 
of $3,817,948 and a one time 
discretionary fund of approxi-
mately $3.5 million, which 
will not be available until May 
2019. Also recommended  was 
$965,000 for energy efficiency 
projects (Proposition 39) 

He said the May revisions 
also proposed an increase in 
discretionary one-time fund-
ing of just under $750 million.

 

Cerritos City Council Recognizes Cerritos 
High School Dance/Drill team champions

rector Sarah Montes and 
coaches Ervin Buenaobra, 
Justin Chiang, Charles Han, 
Eriel Uy and Kristi Wong. 

Team members include 
Kania Bracey, Christina Choi, 
Jenica Dumaplin, Bill Fran-
cisco, Sarah Gadalla, Dan-
ielle Goings, Alex Hwang, 

Kamryn Johnson, Joseph 
Kim, Elisa Lien, Raymond 
Luu, Carli Meacham, Nicole 
Meacham, Sophia Munoz, 
Angelina Navarro, Kaitlyn 
Reyes, Shanelle Rosete, Kaila 
St. Amant, Megan Sutan-
dar, Alora Walker, Leilani 
Watson and Sharon Zhang.

Hawaiian Gardens Awards 
$55,000 in Scholarships
By Jerry Bernstein

The Hawaiian Gardens 
City Council awarded $55,000 
in scholarships to Hawaiian 
Gardens students at its June 13 
meeting. 

The scholarships ranged 
from $1,000 to $3,000.

Certificates of Achieve-
ment were presented to Ha-
waiian Elementary students 
who participated in the AB-
CUSD Stem Olympics, Ar-
tesia High participants of the 
Get Schooled Graduates of the 
MAS Program, and the  “May-
or’s Youth Walk of Achieve-
ment Scholarship Program” 
participants for 2017. 

A certificate of Apprecia-
tion was presented to Dandy 
Depaula, Director of the Cov-
enant Kids Preschool for his 
work with the children in the 
community.

In other business the coun-
cil approved a $311,448 appro-
priation of for the upgrading of 

Fedde Academy students are joined by members of the City Council and 
Miss Hawaiian Gardens and Hawaiian Garden Princess following their  
scholarship presentations on June 13. 

Hawaiian Gardens skate park 
to fully fund the project. Esti-
mated total cost is $753,848.

On April 11 of this year, 
the council authorized the 
preparation of plans, specifica-
tions and contract documents 
for the replacement of the ex-
isting skate park modules and 
other park improvements.

In his report to the council, 
City Manager Ernie Hernan-
dez said the project includes 
the removal of exsting skate 
park modulars, construction 
of new expanded concrete pad 
and skating elements, shade 
canopy, skate park fencng re-
location and modifications, 
perimeter fence extension 
(east side) labdscape and ir-
rigation modification, lighting 
upgrades and security camera 
upgrades.

He also said as part of the 
project new playground rub-
berized surfaces will be in-
stalled at Clarkdate Park, Lee 
Ware Park and Pioneer Park.

 Attorney at Law

(562) 404-4039
Probate, Wills and Trusts

 Guardianship, Conservatorship
 Elder Law, Powers of Attorney

CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

10 Good Reasons to Take a Vacation

By Melinda Kimsey

The Friends 
of the Artesia Library 

would like to thank the donors, table sponsors, 
volunteers & guests who contributed to a successful 
FIELD OF DREAMS event. Thanks to you, we raised 

almost $12,000 for the library.

In a League of Their Own - $2,500
Supervisor Janice Hahn

Rare Books Circle - $1,000 
City of Artesia, Pioneer Cash & Carry

Classics Circle - $500
CR&R Waste Services, Southern California Gas Company

Golden State Water Company, Pravin Patel
Poets Circle - $250

Bhindi Jewellers, Branson’s Towing
Nationwide Environmental Services

Richards, Watson, & Gershon, State Bank of India
Literary Circle - $100

Bhimas, Children’s Dental Building
Assemblymember Cristina Garcia, London’s Pub & Grill

Sona Chaandi, Tracy Winkler

Table Sponsors:
Apel Construction, Artesia Chamber of Commerce,  
Artesia Live!, Blind Start of America, City of Artesia,  

Ron & Delores Eveland, Mayor Pro Tem Sally Flowers,
Linda Hernandez, Councilmember Tony Lima,
Councilmember Victor Manalo, Tony Martins
Morey-Rusting Family, Barbara Nightingale,
One West Bank, Our Lady of Fatima School,

Lee Pfeffer, Patricia Rivera, Library Regional Administrator
Rotary Club of Cerritos-Artesia, Mayor Ali Sajjad Taj
Rene Trevino & Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos

A Special Thank You to:
AMF Cerritos Lanes, Aquarium of the Pacific

Artesia Library Volunteers, Avenue 3, BJ’s Restaurant 
& Brewhouse, Bhimas, Bill Morey & Marian Rusting, 

Brooklyn Pizza, Bruce Barrows, CJ Oliver
Carol Chen, Central Basin Municipal Water District,

Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts, 
Cerritos Community News, Cerritos High School - 

National Honor Society, Cerritos Hills Florist, 
City of Artesia, City of Cerritos

City of La Mirada, Clearman’s North Woods Inn,
Costco, Norwalk, County of Los Angeles,

County of Los Angeles Public Library, CR&R Waste 
Services, Tammy with DJ Marvelous, Don & Julie Knabe, 
East West Ice Palace, Ed and Toni Ware, Erin Miranda 
& the City of Artesia Royal Court, Extreme Autowerks, 

Frantone’s, Gateway Guardian, Golf ‘n’ Stuff, 
Holy Family Catholic ChurchImprov - Brea & Irvine, 

India Restaurant, Ironwood 9, Joanne Witt, Judy Kay Mendes,
Julio’s Pizza, King Shabu Shabu, Knott’s Berry Farm, 
La Mirada Theater, Laugh Factory, Lazy Dog Cafe, 

Lee Pfeffer, Los Cerritos Center, Meike Rusting-Morey, 
Melinda Kimsey, Mezban Biryani Palace, Mission San Juan 

Capistrano, Nick’s Shell Service, No Toro Café, Olive Garden, 
Off Street Café, One West Bank, Our Lady of Fatima School, 

Panda Inn, Polly’s Pies, Rene Trevino, Ribs ‘n’ Kabobs,
Sally Flowers, Sheraton Cerritos Hotel, Solid Coffee Roasters, 

Splash, Starbucks, State Bank of India, State Farm – Allan Kam
Stater Bros, Steve & Lisa Diaz, Sug Kitahara, Supervisor Janice 

Hahn, Target, TGI Fridays, Cerritos, TNT Fireworks
Tulare LLC, Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos

Wood Ranch BBQ & Grill

And last but not least a big thank you to all those who contrib-
uted to the event but we have failed to list. So many people par-

ticipated and made the evening a success.  Thank you!

By Brad Beach

I would like to send a late 
Happy Father’s Day to all the 
dads out there who are doing 
a great job in raising our fu-
ture generation. I’d also like to 
congratulate all of the gradu-
ates from the schools in the 
ABC Unified School District.  

My daughter and I at-
tended the ABC Fun Run at 
the mall last Saturday. We 
met some great people from 
the ABC Council PTA and the   
local HAM radio club.  Phe-
nomenal event, ABC Educa-
tion Foundation.

My social media feed has 
been decorated with different 
colored robes worn by students 
from all of our schools, and it 
has been so nice to see. Our 
daughter starts kindergarten in 
August and we are so excited.  

Home break-ins continue 
to plague us, and the preferred 
method is breaking the sliding 
glass doors in the back of the 
house. The Tetzlaff area got 
hit particularly hard. 

You can protect yourself 
by locking the side gate, get-
ting a dog, adding security 

cameras and making sure your 
alarm has motion sensors so it 
will go off when someone gets 
inside your house.  Also, hide 
your valuables well so no one 
can find them in the event that 
they bypass all of your secu-
rity precautions.

The Sheriff’s Department 
is doing a phenomenal job of 
increasing our neighborhood 
watch program, and I have 
long said that this alone will 
make the most impact in catch-
ing criminals in our city. 

There are many new block 
captains and several new 
meetings this month. Please 
remember to not post your 
address on line when having 
a meeting or a garage sale. If 
you sign up as a block captain, 
the city will put warning signs 
to burglars on each end of your 
street. Thank you to city staff 
for putting them up on our 
street. 

There is also a city-wide 
Neighborhood Watch meeting 
on Wednesday, June 28 from 
6-8 p.m. at CPE. Great job to 
Deputy Cham for speaking at 
so many of our homes.  

Feral cats are becoming 
more of a problem in many 
neighborhoods on the south 
side of the city. We have had 
two litters born in our back-
yard alone, and one of our 
neighbors is having a non-
profit company come out to 
try and help with the growing 
problem.  I’ve also seen more 
and more young kids play-

ing in our neighborhoods and 
parks. This is great!

The City Council with a 
3-2 vote decided to not move 
forward with the museum in 
Cerritos. This will save us ap-
proximately $500,000 a year 
in operating costs, and now we 
can rent the properties for about 
$1 million a year. This will be 
recurring income and hopeful-
ly, help us address more of our 
infrastructure needs.  

I took my daughter to the 
Farmer’s Market last Saturday 
and was impressed with the 
produce there. They are open 
every Saturday from 8-12 
across from the library on the 
other side of Bloomfield.  

On a sad note, Manassero 
Farms, which was located on 
Studebaker and 166th Street, is 
closing after serving our com-
munity for many years.  Thank 
you for all the fresh strawber-
ries and other produce.

There was an incident at 
the Shell station in Cerritos, 
and a man videotaped the pump 
increasing his total without the 
handle even being engaged.  
His post went viral and even 
made the evening news.  

Just a reminder that fire-
works are prohibited in Cer-
ritos.  But you can attend the 
Let Freedom Ring Celebration 
on the 4th of July at the Civic 
Center from 4 - 9 p.m.  

Happy early birthday, 
America. Stay safe, Cerritos, 
and enjoy a safe and sane 4th 
of July!

Greetings Friends 
and Family,

Fortunately, there is re-
search that strongly suggests 
that there are good reasons 
why we should take a vaca-
tion. Here they are:

1. Your overall risk of 
death is reduced by 20 per-
cent (University of New York)
Death from what?

2. You will have more en-
ergy and feel more satisfied. 
(University of Pittsburg) Of 
course, you will!

3. You get your best ideas 
when away from work. (Rob-
ert Kriegel) Yes, like never 
going back to work!

4. You will feel more pro-
ductive when you go back to 
work. (Expedia) Isn’t Expedia 
always on vacation?

5. Women who take two or 

more vacations are less likely 
to be depressed or unhappy 
with their marriage. (Medical 
News Today) Are you kidding 
me? It only takes two vaca-
tions?

6. You can relax and do 
whatever you want. (Life 
Clever) Of course, you can, 
unless you are with a control 
freak who monitors everything 
you do!

7. Just planning a vacation 
can boost happiness for eight 
weeks. (New York Times)
Sure, like that really could 
happen!

8. You will save your 
company money because you 
are less likely to get sick or 
mentally check out from work. 
(CNN Living) Some people 
are always mentally checked 
out!

9. You will feel more con-
nected with you family. (Ex-
pedia) Again, isn’t Expedia 
always on vacation?

10. If you aren’t using 
your paid vacation, you are 
essentially working for free! 
(Suze Orman) Isn’t Suze Or-
man self-employed?

Seriously, here are some 
opinions published in June 
2016:

• Stress Release. A study 
by APA concluded that re-

moving people from their 
stress environment is mentally 
and physically healthy.

• Heart Disease Preven-
tion. There are many, many 
studies that conclude that va-
cations can help reduce coro-
nary-related disease.

• Improved productivity. 
Although it is difficult to con-
nect the dots between vacation 
and productivity, studies sug-
gest that when you are more 
productive, you are happier, 
and when you are happier, you 
excel at what you do.  

• Better Sleep. Research 
suggests that we have too much 
on our minds, which prevents 
us from a good night’s sleep. 
Researchers say that a vaca-
tion can interrupt the habits 
that disrupt our sleep.

Well, folks I hope that 
some of these reasons prompt 
you to take a vacation. And I 
hope I have helped you real-
ize that there are many reasons 
to take time off from the bur-
dens of life – stay well and be 
happy!

As always, Happy Trails!
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 Invites You to Visit
Artesia Historical Museum

Frampton/Dantema House
 18644 Alburtis Ave.
Old Fire Station #30
      18641 Corby Ave.

     
562-865-3107

Artesia Historical Society
Open the 2nd 

Saturday of each 
month from 1-3 

p.m.
Free Admission

Cerritos Library cardhold-
ers are invited to participate 
in the Library’s 43rd annual 
Summer Reading Program. 
Children, teens and adults are 
encouraged to join in the fes-
tivities and read throughout 
the summer to earn prizes. 
The program is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Cerritos Li-
brary, and the theme for this 
year is “Splash into Reading: 
Stay Cool, Read On.” 

Registration
Online registration is avail-

able now through Sunday, June 
18 on the Library’s website at 
cerritoslibrary.us and requires 
one valid Cerritos Library 
card per household. Partici-
pants who register online need 
to bring their Cerritos Library 
card to the Art Studio located 
in the Children’s Library dur-
ing registration week. Walk-in 
registration will be held Mon-
day, June 19 through Sunday, 
June 25 in the Art Studio in the 
Children’s Library. Each par-
ticipant must be present to reg-
ister or their valid Cerritos Li-
brary card must be presented. 
A separate form will need to 
be completed for each person 
who signs up for the program 
to receive their reading log.

43rd Summer Reading Program:  
Splash Into Reading

Prizes and Programs
Children up to age 11 who 

read 30 minutes per day are 
eligible for Summer Reading 
program prizes. Young adults, 
ages 12 to 17, and adults, ages 
18 and older, must complete 
four books, either fiction or 
non-fiction, in any language. 
Prizes will be distributed 
while supplies last during 
Registration Week: June 19-
June 25, June 26-July 2, July 
3-9 and July 10-16; and Grand 
Prize Week: July 17-23. Each 
participant must be present to 
claim a grand prize. 

The Summer Reading 
Program will also include var-
ious performers, activities and 
entertainment for the entire 
family to enjoy. The schedule 
is available on the Cerritos Li-
brary's website.

Cerritos Library congratu-
lates Matthew Low and Au-
relia Widjaja on winning the 
Summer Reading Program 
Bookmark Art Contest. Their 
colorful artwork has been 
printed on bookmarks as Sum-
mer Reading Program prizes.

Join in the summer fun as 
you splash your way into read-
ing! For more information, call 
(562) 916-1343.

The Cerritos City Council recently recognized Sumati Tilve, who marked her 100th birthday on April 10. A 
Cerritos resident since 1985, Tilve was born in India. She is married to Ganesh Govind Tilve, and they have 
three sons, five daughters and 14 grandchildren.

mately $150,000 annually.
Mayor Hu said she did 

not believe $150,000 mainte-
nance fee would be sufficient 
for the Moore Street site when 
you have to add staff. She 
said the city could use money 
earmarked for the museum’s 
maintenance for tree trimming, 
sidewalks and street repair. 
If the museum were to be ap-
proved, it would need a longer 
time that one or two years to 
become self sufficient.

Cerritos residents present 
at the meeting, except for one, 
voiced opposition to the mu-
seum. They said the city could 
not afford it and the money 
could be use to fix the city’s 
sidewalks, streets and trim city 
trees. However, the one  resi-
dent in favor of the museum 
said it would afford an op-
portunity for children to learn 

The Community Family 
Guidance Center (CFGC) has 
announced its 27th annual golf 
tournament to be held June 26th 
at Los Coyotes Country Club, 
a Private Club in Buena Park.  
CFGC is a 40 year old non-
profit children mental health 
agency serving Southeast Los 
Angeles County whose purpose 
is to help children and their 
families through the effects of 
neglect, trauma, sexual abuse 
and other mental illnesses.

At the banquet following 
the tournament, the CFGC 
presents their annual Protector 
of Children Award. This year’s 
honoree is Dr. Bob Hughlett. 
Dr. Hughlett is a former Cerri-
tos College Trustee and served 
38 years as a specialist profes-
sor and director for disabled 
students at Cerritos College. 
Dr. Bob has served over 20 lo-
cal civic organizations, most 
having a focus on helping 
children. He has also served 
as president of the Southeast 
Regional Occupation Board, 
and the ABC Unified School 
District Board as Vice Presi-
dent and President. He is also 
and served two terms on the 

Local Non Profit Announces 
27th Annual Golf Tournament 
to Fight Child Abuse

Cerritos City Council and is 
a former Mayor of Cerritos. 
Dr. Bob sits on several civic 
boards including the CFGC. 
Past recipients include Don 
Knabe (2015) and Dr. Mary 
Sieu (2016).

The tournament boasts 
two different formats which 
provides something for ev-
eryone. There is a four person 
scramble format and a part-
ner’s better ball format for the 
more serious golfer with an 
official GHIN handicap. There 
will be a separate buy in for 
this format if you so choose, 
for a chance to win some cash. 
Chick fil a will provide lunch 
for all participants, and the 
banquet will be a Bar B Que 
dinner which is always popu-
lar with the attendees. There 
will be an opportunity for a 
new car at the hole in one hole 
sponsored by Bill Stephans of 
Cerritos Infiniti.

Tournament organizers 
are looking for more spon-
sors and players. If you want 
to help fight child abuse please 
contact Bill Sinko at the CFGC 
(562) 924-5526 or bsinko@cf-
gcenter.com.

Cerritos Resident Honored on 100th Birthday

about America’s heritage. 
At its June 19 meeting, 

the Cerritos City Council ap-
proved the budget for 2017-18 
with two main changes. By 
a unanimous vote, they in-
creased the tree trimming bud-
get by a half a million dollars, 
from $450,0000 to $950,000. 

This will get the city back 
on track with trimming trees 
every four years.  The council 
also added another $150,000 
for trimming the median and 
parkway trees on the arterial 
streets in the city.

In another matter, they 
voted 3-2 to send a letter to the 
ABC School District inquir-
ing whether the District would 
be willing to pay some of 
the crossing guard expenses, 
which the city has paid entirely 
since its inception. Mayor Pro 
Tem Mark Pulido and Coun-

cilmember Frank Yokoyama 
voted against the motion.

The council also discussed 
the Commuity Calendar and 
whether it was necessary to 
print 20,000 copies. Counci-
member Yokoyama thought 
the city should print fewer 
copies since not every resident 
wants one. He also thought they 
could be distributed at various 
locations, saving money on 
delivery options. Ultimately, 
the council voted to print and 
deliver the 2018 calendar to 
every home in Cerritos.

In other business, the City 
Council approved the construc-
tion of a new two-story gym-
nasium at the  Church in Cerri-
tos, located at 12061 Del Amo 
Blvd. and a major remodel of 
the Cerritos Mazda Dealership 
in the Cerritos Auto Mall, along 
with new landscaping.

Cerritos City Council From Page 1 

Former Planning Com-
missioner Rene Trevino said 
the promenade island needs 
to come out. “The last time I 
talked to you, I said there was 
a title wave coming,” he stated. 
“Residents are unhappy,  which 
resulted in a council recall pro-
cess, which he said is gaining 
support. They feel the council 
is not listening to them.” He 
said they all agree Pioneer Bou-
levard overshadows everything 
else the council has done. 

Trevino scoffed at what 
he described as Pioneer  town 
meetings, saying they weren’t 
real meetings. “The island has 
to come out. Public safety is 
being affected.” He described 
response time driving down 
Pioneer Boulevard as bad. 
“We’ve also seen fire trucks. 
stuck because of the narrow 
lanes and traffic congestion.” 

Other speakers described 
the promenade as not fit for 
Pioneer Boulevard. There 
isn’t enough room for it. One 
resident who lives on Sum-
mer said fire engineers  and 
ambulances come through her 
neighborhood because they 
can’t get through Pioneer Bou-
levard. How would you like to 
have that on your street?” 

Patricia Dixon said if she 
had a heart attack, the fire 
trucks and ambulance could 
not come to her aide in time on 
Pioneer. She also asked how 
much the events on Pioneer 
Boulevard cost.

Gurpal Sood, owner of-
Paratha Grill, speaking on 
behalf of Pioneer Boulevard 
merchants said, “Last week 
a petition with 100 plus sig-
natures of Pioneer Boulevard 
merchants was submitted to 

Modifications for Pioneer Blvd. From Page 1

each of the council members to 
respect Pioneer Boulevard as a 
major center of commerce. All 
Pioneer Boulevard merchants 
are opposed to the median,” he 
asserted. They also requested 
the parking meters on Pioneer 
Boulevard be removed and the 
promenade reduced in size.
Council Response 

The council agreed to 
make the south bound traffic 
north of 183rd Street into two 
lanes ending at 183rd Street, 
at which point the southbound 
lane would revert back to one 
lane. 

The north lane at the183rd 
intersection would have two 
left turn lanes, with the right 
lane converted into a right turn 
and straight away. The council 
also agreed to have one hour 
free parking on Pioneer seven 
days a week.
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There’s always something new  
to see and learn at the Aquarium 

of the Pacific. Touch sharks.  
Feed lorikeet birds. Watch  
penguins play. Over 11,000  

animals await you.

AQUARIUMOFPACIFIC.ORG    562.590.3100    100 AQUARIUM WAY, LONG BEACH, CA 90802

Present this coupon at the Aquarium ticket window and receive $8 off 
regular Adult Admission. Limit (4) discounts per coupon. Not applicable 
with online tickets or any other offer. Not valid at off-site sales loca-
tions. Distribution or resale of this coupon is prohibited. No cash value. 
Valid through 4/30/17.  

$8 Off Adult  
Admission

✁
D-NP8

Desmond Thompson (Lexus of Cerritos), Melinda Kimsey (Publish-
er Gateway Guardian) and Scott Smith (Chamber CEO). 

Gigi Manzanilla (Chamber Board Member), Councilmember Jim Ed-
wards, Scott Smith (Chamber CEO), Laura Trujillo (The Grove), Jo-
seph Derthick (Chamber Ambassador), Diana Seerdsma and Ray Fas.

The Aquarium’s former 
Our Watersheds: Pathway to 
the Pacific exhibit area has 
been renovated and trans-
formed into the new Our Wa-
ter Future exhibit. The newly 
themed area will open on May 
26 with interactive exhibits, 
digital displays, a monarch 
butterfly garden, and other 
components. 

The aim is to help visitors 
understand where our water 
comes from and what con-
servation issues we face with 
our water supply now and in 
the future. Find out what you 
can do to conserve water and 
which actions are most effec-
tive. The exhibit redesign is 
funded by a grant from the San 
Gabriel and Lower Los An-
geles Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy (RMC).

As visitors enter Our Wa-
ter Future from the Shark La-
goon area, they will see a map 
with lighted pathways show-
ing where California’s water 
comes from and how it is allo-
cated. On the back side of that 
panel, a flatscreen displays 
real-time data. Next visitors 
encounter an interactive mod-
el of the Los Angeles and San 
Gabriel River watersheds. 

Visitors can still push but-

Aquarium of the Pacific Opens 
‘Our Water Future’ Exhibit 

tons to turn on “rain” over 
the map and see how water 
flows over land to the ocean. 
Signs around the map detail 
groundwater storage, regional 
rainfall, and flooding. Moving 
counter-clockwise, there are 
exhibit features demonstrating 
how to transform lawns into 
California-friendly and native 
landscapes and how water gets 
to our tap at home. 

Next, visitors can learn 
about indoor water use 
through an interactive station 
that demonstrates the amount 
of water used by devices and 
appliances in a home. Finally, 
visitors can learn about our 
future water supply via digital 
video screen and the impact 
of plastic pollution at the ex-
hibit stop near the classroom. 
The Our Water Future exhibit 
area also features an enhanced 
surrounding garden area and 
upgrades to the Premier Wa-
tershed Classroom. The sec-
tion designated as the Butter-
fly Garden will include plants 
the butterflies rely on for food 
and signage explaining their 
life cycle.

Location: 100 Aquarium 
Way, Long Beach, CA 90802. 
Phone:562-590-3100 Website: 
www.aquariumofpacific.org 

Chamber Mixer at The Grove 
in Cerritos - June 7

Kris Schero (The Grove), Scott Smith (Cerritos Regional Chamber 
of Commerce CEO), Gigi Meese (3D Theatricals)

Scott Smith announced the 
annual Business Recognition 
Award recipients. They are:

Business of the Year 
Lexus of Cerritos

Desmond Thompson

Businessperson of the Year  
Paolo Quiroga
Edward Jones

Ambassador of the Year  
Anna Rodriguez
Young Systems

Chamber Awards
From Page 1

Volunteer of the Year  
Oscar Velasco

LBS Financial Credit Union

Doug Padelford Memorial Award 
Jill Ovard & May Peitzsch, Cerritos Regional Chamber

Scott Smith and 2016-17 Board Chair Teri Bazen


