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CERRITOS: Mayor Mark Pulido and Mayor Pro Tem Carol Chen, along with U.S. Army Lt. Col. Nathan 
Range, Dr. William Hundley (Pastor), and Councilmembers George Ray, Bruce Barrows and Dr. Joseph Cho 
place the City of Cerritos wreath at the Veteran’s Memorial on Nov. 11.

Cerritos Council Approves 132 Apartment Complex, In N Out Burger

By Jerry Bernstein

Speaking to Artesia resi-
dents present, Capt. Arino  
discussed the war in Viet-
nam. “What I want to do to-
day is share the story of one 
of the Vietnam POW’s. We 
had thousands of prisoners 
of war in Veitnam and past 
wars. The story I’m going to 
relate is about one such pris-
oner whose plane was shot 
down over Hanoi. 

On Nov. 11, 1966, Ma-
rine Captain Norman Swin-
dle was flying his last mis-
sion over Vietnam when 
he was shot down. He was 
captured almost immedi-
ately upon landing. He was 
stripped of all his gear, pa-
raded through the villages 
where the people beat him 
with bamboo sticks and 
threw stones at him.”

He said, “All through 
this time, he was thinking 
about his buddy who he was 
going to take out for a steak 
dinner at the officer’s club 
when he returned. When 
they reached the base camp 
of the North Vietnese camp, 
they bent his arms back 
so it looked like he had no 
arms behind his back and up 
around his neck.

Then they used para-
chute cord, which is very 
tough. His shoulder’s were 

By Jerry Bernstein

Artesia’s long awaited re-
habilitation program for Pio-
neer Boulevard took another 
step forward Oct. 13 with the 
City Council  addressing the 
need for additional parking 
spaces in the downtown area.

City Manager William 
Rawlings told the City Coun-
cil there was shortage of  ap-
proximately 400 parking 
spaces. Currently there are 
226 paid parking places in the 
downtown area. 

He said the cause goes 
back many years when the 
city permitted business own-
ers to open and operate their 
businesses, even though they 
didn’t meet parking require-
ments. The answer, he said, is 
the building of a parking struc-
ture on the city’s parking lot. 
“The next question is how do 
we pay for it?” he asked. 

The city manager said 
without business sales tax rev-
enues, the city cannot provide 
required services to its resi-
dents and businesses. He said 
four years ago the city built the 
parking lot, with 82 spaces, on 
the northeast corner of Corby 
Street and 186th Street. 

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos Council at 
its Oct. 23 meeting approved 
the construction of a $45 mil-
lion, five-story multi-residential 
apartment complex to be locat-
ed on Artesia Boulevard east of 
Bloomfield Avenue. Sam Ash 
Music Company currently oc-
cupies the site, 2.4 acres. The 
132 units will be built to con-
dominium standards with a ful-
ly screened parking structure.

The council’s vote took 
place following a public hear-
ing with city residents citing 

Rendering of the multi-residential apartment complex on Artesia Boule-
vard east of Bloomfield Avenue approved by the Cerritos City Council. 
The complex will feature one and two bedroom apartments and is being 
developed by The Richman Group headquartered in the city of Orange.

the apartments, combined with 
the adjoining 198 units cur-
rently under construction on 
the adjacent property would 
add to the existing congestion 
at the intersection. 

In her report to the coun-
cil, Associate Planner Kristin 
Aguila said the two develop-
ments would be using a com-
mon driveway wide enough to 
allow fire engines vehicles to 
enter if needed. She said ad-
ditional traffic signals would 
be installed so tenants can get 
in and out of the apartment 
grounds.

Mayor Pro Tem Carol 
Chen asked if a study had 
been made on the impact both 
apartment projects will have 
on traffic.  Director of Pub-
lic Works Hal Arbogast said 
the traffic would be slightly 
higher as compared when the 
property had retail stores oper-
ating on it. He said the traffic 
analysis included morning and 
evening peak hours. 

One resident cited the 
compatibility Cerritos had al-
ways been known for with sin

The City of Artesia celebrated its 13th Veterans Day observance Nov. 11, honoring the nation’s veterans. Par-
ticipating were (l-r) Public Works Director Chuck Burkhardt, Mayor Pro Tem Miguel Canales, Keynote Speaker 
Capt. Manuel Arino, former Marine Tom Tislow, Mayor Tony Lima and Guest Speaker Thor Romero, who 
served in the Army from 2004-09 as a combat medic in Iraq.

Cities Hold Veterans Day Ceremonies 

            See Apartments Page 11
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By Larry Caballero

ABC Adult School is in-
viting residents of the ABC 
Unified School District “for 
a stimulating series of work-
shops on “Common Core 
and more!” said ABC Adult 
School Principal PaoLing 
Guo. 

ABC Adult School's Par-
ent Leadership Academy will 
be offering a set of four work-
shops on "Common Core and 
More" with Beth Bray, Super-
visor of Curriiculum for ABC 
Unified School District. 

On Nov. 5 parents were 
given an overview of the new 
curriculum now in place in 
schools statewide. The Nov. 
12 and 19 workshops will fo-
cus on practical ways parents 
can help their children learn 

ABC Adult School Offers 
Education Workshops

By Jerry Bernstein

John Glenn High School in 
Norwalk has been recognized 
as one of six high schools in 
the United States designated 
as a Partnership Response 
in Manufacturing Education 
(PRIME) by the SMW Educa-
tion Foundation. John Glenn 
High School is only one of 
two California schools to be 
named as a new PRIME site.

PRIME schools are select-
ed for their ability to be lead-
ing educational instructions 
in the area of advanced manu-
facturing and STEM (Science 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) education. 

To maintain their designa-
tion as PRIME, schools must 
deliver on the mission of creat-
ing the next-generation work-
force, as well as having en-
gaged instructors, an active 
advisory panel and strong in-
dustry connections.

Launched in 2011, the 
PRIME approach provides 
the opportunity for students, 
teachers and schools to have 
access to real-life manufac-
turing education and tools, as 
well as engage with manufac-
turing companies in the local 
communities. The six newly 
selected schools across the 
nation will begin the PRIME 

John Glenn High School’s 
Engineering Program Receives  
National Recognition

program for the 2015-16 
school year.

The SME Educational 
Foundation recognized John 
Glenn High School’s Engi-
neering Program, under the 
director of Southeast Regional 
Occupational Program teacher 
Manny Parras, as a model pro-
gram. Parras brings his indus-
try expedience into the class-
room to make the academic 
content come alive. 

Utilizing his engineering 
background, Parras guides 
his students in applying the 
principles of engineering to 
designing and constructing 
projects such as eco-friendly 
solar boats and VEX robots. 
These student-designed proj-
ects have received awards at 
the Shell Eco Marathon and 
VEX robotic competitions.

Principal Greg Puccia said 
Glenn students are able to avail 
themselves to such coerces as 
PTLW Principles of Engineer-
ing,  PTLW  Introduction to 
Engineering, Aerospace Engi-
neering and PTLW  Computer 
Science Engineering.

Glenn’s Engineering Pro-
gram has been enhanced by 
the longstanding partnership 
with the Norwalk La Mirada 
Unified School District and 
the Southeast Regional Occu-
pational Program.

The Artesia City Council proclaimed the month of October Red Rib-
bon Month and presented proclamations to Elliot, Burbank and Neimes 
Elementary Schools schools representing the district at its Oct. 13 meet-
ing. Mayor Tony Lima commended the schools for their participation 
in observing Red Ribbon Week and their many programs dedicated to 
tobacco and drug-free communities “so we can raise drug-free youth”.

and be successful mastering 
the English Language Arts and 
Math Standards. 

The final presentation, 
on Dec. 3, will provide infor-
mation and answer questions 
on Smarter Balanced Assess-
ments, the testing component 
of the curriculum. 

All of these workshops will 
take place at the Adult School's 
Cuesta Campus, Room H12, 
12254 Cuesta Drive in Cerri-
tos, Ca. 90703 from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. 

These workshops are FREE 
and open to the community. For 
more information, please con-
tact Nancy Hom or Sandy Wu 
at (562) 926-6734 ext. 25017. 

Enroll on-line at abcadu-
ltschool.edu under Parent Edu-
cation or in the classroom on the 
first night of class.

Members of the Gahr High School Golf Team volunteered as caddies at the 
Friends of the lst CEB’s Seventh Annual Golf Tournament held at Cerritos 
Iron-Wood Nine Golf Course Oct. 18. With them are four members of the 
“Laker Girls” who presented raffle prizes to the lucky winners. Proceeds 
from the tournament will be used to benefit the Marines and their families 
stationed at Camp Pendleton. 1st CEB President Dorothy Owens said one 
member of a foursome had to back out from the tournament at the last min-
ute and a member of Gahr’s High School team replaced him.

Gahr High School Golf Team Caddy
At 1st CEB Annual Golf Tournament 

By Jerry Bernstein

The ABC $195.2 mil-
lion bond issue, Measure AA, 
failed to pass muster with Dis-
trict voters Nov. 4 going down 
to defeat with 5,945 yes votes 
to 7,638 no votes.

Proponents of the measure 
said the funding was needed 
for upgrading the district’s 
classrooms, repair school 
roofs, outdated heating sys-
tems and air conditioning, 
bathrooms and improvements 
of classroom  technical educa-
tion facilities for science tech-
nology, engineering and math.

At the Nov. 5 school board 
meeting, Superintendent Dr. 
Mary Sieu expressed disap-
pointed in the results She 
thanked all those who had 
worked for its passage and 
also urged the community to 
come together to further the 
District’s education of “our” 
students.

ABC Federation of Teach-
ers President Ray Gaer also 
thanked the supporters of 
the bond issue who he said 
worked hard for its passage. 
At the same time he too in-
vited the community to come 
together “so we can further the 
advancement of the district.”

ABC Voters Fail to Approve 
Measure AA Bond Issue 

Opponents had questioned 
how the money was specifi-
cally to be used. They ques-
tioned the priority list that was 
approved by the school board 
by which each school would 
list what they needed and its 
cost. They also questioned the 
amount each school was to re-
ceive for the upgrades, which 
the school board had said, 
would be forthcoming.

State Senate
In a close race for a seat 

in the California State Senate 
former Democrat Assembly-
man Tony Mendoza defeated 
Republican Mario A Guerra 
by 3,702 votes in the 32nd 
District.

Guerra, former Downey 
Mayor and current city coun-
cilmember, led in the early re-
turns, but Mendoza came from 
behind to win. Mendoza, a for-
mer Artesia City Councilmem-
ber ended with 52,442 votes 
to Guerra’s 48,740 votes. The 
district has 23 percent more 
Democratic registration over 
Republican registration. Men-
doza won by approximately 
four percent of the vote.

 

See Failure Page 8
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ARTESIA:

New hours at Artesia Library! 
The Artesia Library is now open Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, 12-8 p.m. Thursdays 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and 
Fridays and Saturdays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

In N Out Cover to Cover Club 
Through November 15, 2014, children ages 4-12 can earn 
up to three In N Out hamburger or cheeseburger coupons 
for reading books! Register in Artesia Library.

Homework Center at Artesia Library is open 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 3-5 p.m. 
Free homework help for children. Homework assistance 
is provided by the Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos on 
Wednesdays!

CERRITOS: 

Christmas Tree Lighthing Ceremony                                                           
Nov. 24     5:00 - 7 p.m.    Cerritos Civic Center                    
Musical Performances, Crafts, Refreshments, Santa                                                                                                                          

HAWAIIAN GARDENS: 
Christmas Tree Lighting                                                                                               
Dec. 5    5 p.m.   Hawaiian Gardens Civic Center                                             

By Larry Caballero

Assemblywoman Cristina 
Garcia spoke before the Hu-
bert Humphrey Democratic 
Club at its Oct. 20 General 
Meeting at Cocos where she 
shared her views to a packed 
room.

Garcia, who represents the 
58th Assembly District, told 
those present they should be 
proud of the good things that 
take place everyday in their 
District.

“Our District has a lot to 
be proud of, undoubtedly, and 
to highlight those individuals 
who are making a positive im-
pact in the community, I have 
launched a new campaign 
called #Pride 58,” said Garcia. 
“Its goal is to recognize de-
serving individuals, organiza-
tions, and/or businesses. Each 
Sunday, I will honor a recipi-
ent with our #Pride58 Award,” 

she stated.
The Assemblywoman 

told club members that she 
wants to know about any in-
spiring person, organization or 
business that has served their 
community with distinction.

“I want you to join me 
in making sure those who do 
good work are recognized.” 
She said. Nominees will be ac-
cepted year round and evalu-
ated on an ongoing basis.  Gar-
cia calls it “recognizing the 
positive power of unnoticed 
community empowerment.” 

#Pride58 is open to all 
people, organizations and 
businesses in the 58th Assem-
bly District that includes the 
cities of Artesia, Bellflower, 
Bell Gardens, Cerritos, Com-
merce, Downey, Pico Rivera, 
Montebello and Norwalk.

The Assemblywoman also 
shared that her Walk & Talk 
events in neighborhood parks 

on the first Saturday morning 
of the month have been very 
successful in learning what 
are on the minds of her con-
stituents.  “I believe it’s very 
important to reach out to our 
communities,” she said, “be-
cause at the end of the day, we 
are all in this together, trying 
to make our neighborhoods 
the best places to live and raise 
our families.”

Garcia is proud of her Eth-
ics and Political Reform Pack-
age consisting of seven bills 
that made it to the Governor’s 
desk for a signature. A lifetime 
reformer, she was voted into 
office on an anti-corruption 
platform, and introduced her 
legislation against a backdrop 
of local corruption and high 
visibility accusations against 
State Senators Ron Calderon 
and Leland Yee.

Garcia also spoke about 
her successful Young Leg-
islators Program for high 
school seniors in the District 
who have the opportunity to 
learn policy, introduce legis-
lation and visit the Capitol to 
meet other legislators and the 
Speaker of the Assembly.

Asked about the impor-
tance of a two-thirds super 
majority in Sacramento, she 
replied, “It’s a lot easier when 
everyone is on the same page 
and not fighting with each oth-
er.  In the end, when the other 
side has no choice but to come 
to the table to negotiate, we 
come up with a better product 
that benefits all Californians.”

For further information 
concerning any of the Dis-
trict’s services and programs, 
call 562-861-5803.

Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia speaks to Hubert Humphrey Democratic 
Club members and friends at the Oct. 20 General Meeting at Cocos.

Artesia Christian Home Resident  
Remembers Hiroshima Bombing
By Brad Beach

It was a typical Wednes-
day afternoon as I showed up 
at the Artesia Christian Home 
where I volunteer weekly. 
Texas Hold’em Poker was on 
the agenda, and the male resi-
dents are always eager to play. 

Doc, Gordy and Lloyd 
rolled in on their scooters and 
had to weave in and out be-
tween the chairs to get to our 
table. Then Wild Bill and Rich 
came in with their walkers. 
They were definitely not quick 
to the table, but once the game 
began, it was full of action.  

I have learned a great deal 
from these men about life and 
treasure our time together. We 
have lost two of our players 
over the past couple of years, 
but the game must go on. The 
average age of our group is 
about 85 and with that much 
life experience, the stories are 

priceless. 
One particular story that 

sticks with me was told by 
Doc, better known as Ray-
mond Biel. Biel is 92 years old 
and served proudly in  the Air 
Force during World War II. 

He often wears a hat from 
his 509th Composite Group, 
the unit responsible for the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki in Japan.  The 
Group was comprised of 15 
crews, and Biel’s team was 
designated “Full House,” iron-
ically enough.   

Biel painted a complex 
picture of top secret train-
ings in Utah where the pilots 
couldn’t figure out why they 
were training the way they 
were. For months they flew 
at high altitude and would 
bank hard to the right or left 
after they practiced dropping 
“pumpkin” or “fat boy” cas-
ings at targets over the desert 

of California.  
Biel’s team had more 

flight time in the B-29 program 
than many other pilots in the 
Air Force, and this is why his 
team was selected by Col. Paul 
Tibbots, who commanded the 
bombing operation against Hi-
roshima.  Biel said that he flew 
with Tibbots one time and Tib-
bots called him “Speedy.”

 In May of 1945, Biel went 
to Nebraska and got to fly 
modified “silver planes.” They 
flew higher than any other Air 
Force plane since they were 
stripped down and had no ar-
mor. The planes had larger gas 
tanks and were equipped with 
the ability to hold the atomic 
bomb. 

Biel has a model of the 
plane on a shelf in his room, 
and it is an exact replica of 
the Enola Gay, a B-29 high 

See Remembering Page 8

If business is to increase in 
the downtown area, additional 
parking spaces are needed.

He said that one option is 
the construction of a five-level 
parking structure. This would 
provide approximately 300 to 
350 parking spaces at an esti-
mated cost of $5.4 million to 
$6.3 million. 

Another would be to build 
a structure with retail space on 
the ground floor which he said 
would cost the city approxi-
mately $7.5 million to $8.75 
million and provide 250-300 
parking spaces. He said this 
would relieve the parking 
pressure not only for the busi-
ness district but adjacent resi-
dents.

Councilman Ali Taj asked 
what the next step would be 
to achieve that goal  and how 
would it be funded? 

The City Manager said 
staff would be looking into 
different funding possibilities 
that are available and possible 
designs of the parking struc-
ture. 

He said another decision 
will be whether to sell a bond 
to finance the parking struc-
ture, requiring the city to take 

on a debt, even if it is secured 
by a strong financial source. 
He added, “The downtown 
businesses will also have to 
buy into the project.”

Taj asked when the city 
manager thought he would 
bring it back to the council.

Rawlings said around the 
first of the calendar year.

Mayor Pro Tem Miguel 
Canales said the council was 
looking forward to setting up a 
plan in connection with build-
ing the structure.

Councilmember Victor 
Manalo thanked the city man-
ager and staff for bringing this 
matter forward. 

Mayor Tony Lima noted 
the city only has the DES Hall 
for events such as high school 
events, weddings, etc. that 
generate parking need. 

The city manager replied 
the event halls would guaran-
tee usage of the structure. The 
city could also contract with 
the Improvement Business 
District for their employee 
parking. 

This reduces the city’s risk 
which in turn helps get a low 
interest rate by guaranteeing 
income. 

Artesia Council Moves Forward 
on Pioneer Parking Structure 
From Page 1
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Garcia Tells Local Club



             Page 4                                                           November 13, 2014OPINION

By Jerry Bernstein
By Melinda Kimsey

Letters 

The Gateway Guardian encourages 
submission of Letters to the Editor. 

•  Letters must be no more than 200 words, 
typed and double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and 
must include the author’s address and phone 
number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions of the Gateway 
Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit 
editorial content, without notice, for length, 
grammar, clarity or libelous statements.     

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

I can remember my moth-
er’s words like it was yester-
day. “I hope I live long enough 
to see a new president.” The 
President she was referring to 
was Franklin Roosevelt  who 
was in his fourth term as our 
leader. 

Roosevelt died on April 
5, 1945, and World War II 
was almost over. This war is 
often referred to as the “great-
est generation who fought.” 
Harry Truman followed FDR 
as President. The war ended 
September 1945.

There has been several 
wars, Korean and Vietnam, to 
name a few. My brother was in 
the Air Force for the Korean 
War. The draft no longer ex-
isted when my children were 
born and the military was not 
requesting for new recruits to 
come aboard.

I have a story to tell about 
my son Doug’s two older sons. 
Brendon Schmidt was born 
Oct. 9, 1988, and his second 
son Kyle arrived exactly two 
years later on Oct. 9, 1990. I 
was there to witness both of 
their births at Children’s Hos-
pital in Orange, California.

They were delivered by 
the same doctor in the same 

People Who Serve Our Country

room at the hospital at the 
same hour. The only differ-
ence was two years and a few 
minutes. Both have red hair, 
even though their parents have 
dark hair.

They have been very 
close all their lives. Kyle was 
the first to enlist in the Army-
about five years ago. He is in 
the Special Forces and is now 
serving his second term in Af-
ghanistan. 

Brendon decided about a 
year ago to also join the Army. 
He is now stationed at Fort 
Bragg, Texas. Not too long 
ago his parents, Doug and 
Robin, went to Fort Benning, 
Georgia for Brandon’s gradu-
ation from basic training. Kyle 
was able to be there for his 
brother’s graduation, too. 

One night, they were all 
getting in the car  to go to 
dinner, and Brandon hopped 
into the front seat as he usu-
ally does. Kyle came  up to the 
front car door and motioned to 
Brandon he should be in the 
back seat. So Brandon, being 
of low rank, had no choice 
but to sit in the back with his 
mother.

Kyle was unhappy with 
the way his brother’s uniform 

was fitting. Of course, he had 
lost a little weight during basic 
training. First Kyle said, “Your 
beret was too small, and they 
bought the correct size. I don’t 
know what they did about his 
uniform, but I know Kyle will 
get him all shaped up.

Both boys continue to 
work on their college educa-
tion when time permits. I don’t 
know how all this works, but 
they seem to be earning credits 
along the way.

Veteran’s Day was Nov. 
11. Floyd and I always go to 
the program held at the monu-
ment by the Cerritos Library 
for our Veterans. There are 
fewer World War II veterans 
every year and more from the 
wars after. Someday I may be 
honoring my grandsons as I 
honor Floyd and his genera-
tion.

I question why we have to 
be fighting for all these coun-
tries that have been at war with 
each other for years and years? 
Are we really going to be able to 
solve all these problems? I pray 
every day for our soldiers, veter-
ans and a stronger America.

Anne Adamson Schmidt
Nov. 2, 2014

Editor’s Note: A member of the Cerritos Senior Center Writing Class wrote the  
following. The Gateway Guardian welcomes all contributions from our readers.

Greetings, Friends and 
Neighbors.

As usual, there are quite a 
lot of activities in our cities. I 
hope you enjoy the Halloween 
photos, and I hope you had a 
great time at some of the Hal-
loween activities. The Cerritos 
Sheriff’s Station’s Haunted 
Jail was absolutely spook-
tacular! A very big thank you 
to the many volunteers who 
made this a great community 
event. 

Be sure to look for more 
on this event in the paper. Also, 
I had a great time at the Trunk 
or Treat at some of the local 
schools. If you are looking for 
some good times, be sure to 
look at the Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts calendar 
as they have some great events 
coming to the theater.

Also, be sure to check out 

the East West ice skating rink 
in the paper. It is a great place 
for some fabulous family fun, 
and with winter just around 
the corner, it seems like a natu-
ral place for some good times. 

We love our friends in the 
military and we salute you 
with some photos of events at 
our cities. Dan Nino is with us 
again as he continues to share 
his Holy Land Spiritual Jour-
ney. This is a really nice fea-
ture for us and especially at 
this time of year. 

We have some interesting 
information on the parking 
structure in the City of Arte-
sia and how that will affect the 
residents and the shoppers to 
one of our favorite shopping 
destinations, Pioneer Boule-
vard and all of the delicious 
restaurants. 

Then there is the Tur-
key Bowl Networking Mixer, 
sponsored by the Cerritos Re-
gional Chamber. Not only do 
you get to bowl with some 
friends and family, but they 
have fantastic raffle prizes and 
they have unlimited compli-
mentary appetizers and bev-
erages. We always support a 
team, and we have so much 
fun. I highly recommend this 

event. 
Speaking of Thanksgiv-

ing, be sure to check out the 
calendar for lots of activities 
and events that are happen-
ing in our cities. One annual 
event you won’t want to miss 
is the Christmas Spark of Love 
Toy Drive sponsored by ABC 
Channel 7 News at our very 
own Los Cerritos Center. 

This is a great way to give 
to those children who need 
toys for Christmas. This event 
is taking place on Nov. 21. 
Something that is fun to do is 
to take your children shopping 
for toys and then give them to 
the Spark of Love.

My grandkids always love 
shopping for toys and then do-
nating them to children, know-
ing these children will now 
have toys under the Christmas 
tree. 

For all of you lovers of In 
and Out, you are going to be 
so pleased that the burger shop 
is going in on Studebaker and 
Alondra. The location will 
be at the old Sprires restau-
rant, and it will have a drive-
through. 

It just doesn’t get better 
than that! As always, Happy 
Trails.

I had a hunch VAL LYN-
DER, DEFENDER OF ALL 
THAT IS TRUE, would pay 
me a visit sometime during the 
morning. I was correct. “Val,” 
I greeted her as she walked 
into the office. “What have 
you been up to lately?”

She didn’t answer until 
she had settled into one of the 
two chairs in front of my desk. 
“Not much,” she answered. “I 
was watching the ABC School 
Board Oct. 21 meeting. The 
School District must take a lot 
of pride in its scholastic repu-
tation.”

“Yes it does,” I replied, 
wondering what she was lead-
ing up to.

“I was especially pleased 
when Superintendent Dr. 
Mary Sieu announced that 
Whitney High School had 
won a National Blue Ribbon 
designation for the fifth time. 
You could see the pride in the 
Board Room when she made 
the announcement.” 

She paused for a moment 
and then continued, “Did you 
know the school is ranked 14th 
in the nation academically?”

“Yep,” I answered. “It’s 
also the only one in the state 
to be designated a national 
school.” 

Val looked at me for a mo-
ment. “I bet the principal, Dr. 
Rhonda Buss and her staff 
must be proud of their stu-
dents.

They have to be,” I an-
swered “The school has con-
sistently been the top school in 

California.  What other school 
has earned five National Blue 
Ribbons?”

VAL LYNDER, DE-
FENDER OF ALL THAT IS 
TRUE looked at me for a few 
moments. 

She finally said, ”From 
what I’ve observed, Dr. Buss 
and her staff have established 
a culture at the school that 
embraces the pursuit of excel-
lence by respecting students 
and trusting them. It’s a cul-
ture where parents, students, 
and teachers have a common 
culture.”

I waited a few moments in 
silence. I’ve known Val for a 
long time. She had something 
else on her mind. 

“Tell me,” she asked, 
“Now that the bond election is 
over, do you think the commu-
nity will come together?”

“Val,” I said, “My answer 
is yes. Both sides of the Bond 
Issue have the same common 
goal, and that’s providing the 
children with the best educa-
tion available. Whitney High 
School is a good example  and 
represents the entire school 
district.”

“I think you’re right,” she 
replied. “Whitney is just one 
school. ABC consists of 30 
schools and every one of them 
is providing their students 
with a good sound education.
Technology is moving into the 
classroom in ways we never 
dreamed of when we were stu-
dents.”

“Amen,” I said.
VAL LYNDER, DE-

FENDER OF ALL THAT IS 
TRUE arose from her chair. 
“Well, I hope both sides come 
together. After all, It’s for the 
kids. They better remember 
that,” she emphasized, her 
umbrella coming down hard 
on my desk.

Val,” I said, “I wish you 
wouldn’t do that.”

Moving From Halloween to Thanksgiving

to the Editor 



        November 13, 2014                                                                 Page 5LOCAL NEWS

The Cerritos Regional 
Chamber of Commerce held a 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at 
Leelin Bakery & Café on Nov. 
6. Formerly known as Goldi-
locks Bakery, Leelin Bakery 
and Café has been serving de-
licious Filipino inspired baked 
goods and dishes since 1976. 

This family-owned com-
pany has passed down recipes 
and best practices for three 
generations, resulting in high 
quality products and excellent 
customer service. 

Visit the Cerritos location 
in the Cerritos Promenade at 
the corner of South and Grid-
ley.

Another Ribbon Cutting 
and Grand Opening Ceremony 
was held at Creamistry on Oct. 

22.  Creamistry does not serve 
just ordinary ice cream, but 
special, made-to-order liquid 
nitrogen ice cream.  

Guests soon learned just 
how fun it is to order custom 
made ice cream as well as to 
watch their own ice cream cre-
ations being made. From the 
size of the cup to the ingre-
dients, the choice is up to the 
customer. 

Selections include Pre-
mium, Organic, or Non-Dairy 
Sorbet base with a choice of 
over 40 flavors and 50 mix-
ins and toppings. Then the 
Creamologists work their 
magic right before your eyes, 
using liquid nitrogen to pre-
pare your custom, handcrafted 
ice cream. 

How does the process 
work? Liquid nitrogen is -321 
degrees Fahrenheit. Once it 
comes in contact with air, it 
rapidly starts to evaporate. 
When the liquid nitrogen is 
injected into the mixing bowl, 
combining it with the ice 
cream mix, the liquid nitrogen 
quickly evaporates into a big 
cloud of smoke. 

Within seconds, the liq-
uid nitrogen has vanished and 
you’re left with the freshest, 
creamiest, most indulgent ice 
cream. 

We would like to thank 
Co-Owner Sam Lee for gra-
ciously treating all of his 
guests to Creamistry tee shirts 
and samples of this most deli-
cious ice cream.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Held 
for Creamistry and Leelin

dislocated. They then threw 
the cord over the rafters and 
pulled him off the ground.”

“In this position they ques-
tioned who was his squadron 
leader, his commanding offi-
cers, etc. He replied, “In this 
position I can’t tell you. Put 
me down and I’ll tell you.” 

They let him down and he 
gave them the name of his high 
school coach.  For his execu-
tive officer he gave them the 
name of the assistant coach. 
He then told them if they took 
the ropes off he’d give them 
the names of his entire squad-
ron. 

He then named all the 
football players on his high 
school team.”

“It goes to show you, he 
said, “you have to improvise 
for survival.  “This happened 
to him several times before 
they took him to the Hanoi 
Hilton.” 

Turning to the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan veterans he thanked 
them for their services. “You 
are probably smarter and 
tougher than we were, but I 
don’t believe as good looking.”

A Veterans Day ceremony 
was also held in Cerritos, led 
by Mayor Mark Pulido. The 
UCLA Signature A Cappella 

Girls Choir sang “America 
the Beautiful,” followed by 
the invocation by Dr. William 
C. Hundley, II, Pastor of the 
House of Worship Interna-
tional. 

The California National 
Guard Honor Guard presented 
the colors, after which Coun-
cil member Bruce Barrows led 
the Pledge of Allegiance and 
the UCLA Girls Choir sang the 
National Anthem.

Mayor Pro Tem Carol 
Chen introduced special guests 
in the audience, including Los 
Angeles County Supervisor 
Don Knabe, who spoke about 
the importance of recognizing 
America’s veterans.

The main speaker, U.S. 
Army Lt. Col. Nathan Range, 
Deputy Commander of Los 
Alamitos Joint Forces Training 
Base and a Cerritos resident, 
spoke about his experiences in 
the military and about the sac-
rifices that both service men 
and women and their families 
make to ensure freedom for all 
Americans.

“When you consider, on a 
day like this, what it means to 
honor Veterans, think about all 
the sacrifices and consider the 
toll military service in defense  
of the nation’s freedoms has 

Veterans Day Ceremonies 

By Jerry Bernstein

Members of the Hawai-
ian Gardens City Council 
present a  Certificate of Com-
meration to Guest Speaker 
Eric Hendrickson-Member 
with the Reserve Enlisted 
Training Corp., at the city’s 
Veteran’s Day Ceremony. 

In a salute to the men 
and women who didn’t re-
turn home from battle, he 
said they gave their ultimate 
so we could live in freedom. 
“They will not be forgotten.” 

Main speaker was Presi-
dent John Kelsall of the Lake-
wood Chamber of Commerce 
who cited the sacrifices the men 
and women made defending 

their homes. Many were teen-
agers just out of high school. 

Those that came home 
were heroes. However, the 
returnees from Vietnam 
were shunned upon return-
ing from a war where they 
seldom saw the eyes of their 
enemy. “Heroes nontheless.”

At the close of the  cer-
emony members of the city 
council and Miss Hawaiian 
Gardens and Princess gave a 
commemorative coin to the 
veterans present. The coin 
was created and inspired by 
the actual Veterans Memo-
rial in the Civic Center Plaza. 
The reverse side of the coin 
contains the logos of the five 
branches of the Armed Forces. 

Veterans Celebrated at  
Hawaiian Gardens Ceremony

From Page 1

taken on Veterans,” he said. 
“This nation enjoys the ben-
efits of liberty, prosperity and 
justice as a direct result of our 
Veterans.” 

The UCLA Girls Choir 
then sang the “Armed Forces 
Medley,” and veterans in the 
audience stood as the song for 
their branch of service was 
performed.

Mayor Pulido then read 
the names of veterans who 
had passed on, and had fam-
ily members in the audience 
stand as their relatives’ names 
were read. Then Veterans in at-
tendance stood as their names 
were read by the Mayor.

Bagpiper Dylan Chrismer 
played “Amazing Grace” af-
ter which three wreaths were 
placed by the Veterans Memo-
rial by the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, the Friends of the 1st 
CEB and the City of Cerritos.

A moment of silence was 
followed by the playing of 
“Taps” by Army Veteran Cer-
ritos College Student Michael 
Zschoche.

The ceremony conclud-
ed with the Na Kapunawa-
hine O’Cerritos hula group, 
dressed in red, white and blue, 
performing to “God Bless  
America.”

by Mayor Mark E. Pulido

This past year has seen an 
abundance of new and excit-
ing projects in Cerritos, and 
residential developments are 
no exception. In fact, Cerritos 
will soon be home to two new 
luxury apartment complexes 
featuring various upscale ame-
nities and beautiful, contem-
porary architecture. 

Expect construction to 
commence early next year 
on Aria, a 198-unit luxury 
apartment development at the 
northeast corner of Artesia 
Boulevard and Bloomfield 
Avenue. The Picerne Group 
is developing the $50 million 
project, which will consist of 
high-end apartment units built 
to condominium standards. 

Aria will be four stories 
tall, plus a mezzanine, and 
will offer 18 studio units, 109 
one-bedroom units and 71 
two-bedroom units. The com-
plex will feature a clubhouse, 
fitness area, central court-

New luxury Apartment 
Developments in Cerritos

yard recreation space, Junior 
Olympic-sized pool and spa. 
Additional high-end amenities 
will include concierge service, 
lush Mediterranean landscap-
ing with specialty palm trees, 
fountains and an art piece. 

A fully screened six-level 
parking structure with 378 
parking spaces will also be 
part of the development. Vehi-
cle access to Aria will be from 
an entrance driveway along 
Artesia Boulevard.

Aria will feature a con-
temporary Italianate architec-
tural style with a combination 
of hipped roof forms, flat para-
pets and a decorative tower. 
Other Italianate details will 
include arches, metal awnings, 
wrought iron railings, columns 
and trellises. The façade will 
incorporate stucco, Cantera 
Stone and Artisan Plaster. The 
color scheme will feature earth 
tones.

According to a representa-
tive from The Picerne Group, 
monthly rents will be compa-
rable to those at the best-locat-
ed luxury apartments in Los 
Angeles and Orange Counties. 
It is expected that the develop-
ment will be open to new resi-
dents by early 2018.

An estimated 461 resi-

Cerritos Mayor’s Column

See Luxury Page 8

See Restaurant Page 7
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To all of the unfortunate 
people who did not attend the 
Haunted Jail sponsored by the 
Cerritos Sheriff Station, all 
that I can say is…..too bad 
for you! You will have to wait 
until next year for the spook-
tacular haunted jail. 

There were monsters, 
ghouls, zombies, and many 
more scary characters. The 
elevator zombie was my fa-
vorite, as I asked him a few in-
terview questions and all that I 
got back was a seriously loud 
moan. Yeah, it was scary!

However, there was a 
beautiful witch outside taking 
donations and she was very 
nice! For a witch, I mean. Out-
side there were deputies, not 
in costume, selling food and 
beverages. 

Also, there was a lovely, 
darling lady selling yummy 
treats. There was face-painting 
and coloring too. Plus, there 
was a Halloween costume 
contest with our very own cap-

Cerritos Sheriff Station 
Haunted Jail is a  
Spook-tacular Success

tain, lieutenant, and sergeant 
as the judges. It was a difficult 
decision to make, but the win-
ners were adorable and it was 
all good since all of the kids 
received some candy treats, so 
everyone was happy. 

There were some VOP’s 
(Volunteers on Patrol) at the 
door letting people in the 
haunted jail. They looked 
fabulous in their costumes, I 
mean uniforms. 

Lastly, there was an exhib-
it of snakes–harmless snakes. 
At first I thought they were 
plastic snakes, but no, they 
were the real deal and a very 
big hit with everyone attend-
ing the Haunted Jail. 

A big ‘thank you’ to all 
of the volunteers who made 
this an awesome community 
event. We are so fortunate to 
have such a great Sheriff’s 
Department and so many great 
people willing to donate their 
time and talents to this spook-
tacular event!

It was Halloween Oct. 31 
in Artesia, Cerritos and Ha-
waiian Gardens and as the sun 
disappeared goblins, witches, 
fairies and different fairytale 
characters materialized.

In Artesia the city park 
filled with youngsters in cos-
tume and their parents. Mem-
bers of the Lions Club, Cer-
ritos Optimist Club and the 
Rotary Club handed out good-
ies to the youngsters  with the 
Lions giving out hot dogs and 

lemonade. Presiding over the 
festivities were Miss Artesia 
and members of her Royal 
Court

Cerritos Haunted House 
was a big attraction with 
youngsters and parents alike 
walking gingerly through it.  
Contests held for the best  cos-
tume in age categories, were 
held with parents encouraging 
their youngsters, who weren’t 
always sure what was going 
on.

Other events included 
food tents, sponsored by ser-
vice clubs. 

Hawaiian Gardens C. Rob-
ert Lee Center was the site for 
the city’s Halloween Program 
that featured Trunk or Treat 
in the parking lot while inside 
the Center ghosts, witches and 
zombies roamed.

This years program fea-
tured entertainment, games, a 
pumpkin patch and costume 
contests for all ages.  

Happy Halloween!

On Nov. 2, with approxi-
mately 200 people in atten-
dance, Maddie Thompson was 
crowned Miss La Palma 2014, 
during the City’s annual La 
Palma Pageant. 

The La Palma Pageant 
serves as the official kickoff to 
the City’s La Palma Days Cel-
ebration. This year, the La Pal-
ma Days event celebrated the 
theme, “Cheers to 30 years!”

Miss Thompson is a se-

Maddie Thompson Crowned 
Miss La Palma 2014

nior at John F. Kennedy High 
School and as La Palma’s Am-
bassador, she will attend busi-
ness grand openings, city func-
tions, and community events. 

Miss La Palma Maddie 
Thompson and her Court of 
La Palma Princesses, Michelle 
Glasell, Kari Kessinger and 
Shelby Rogers, made their 
grand appearance during the 
La Palma Days Parade on Sat-
urday, Nov. 8.

(l to r) Miss La Palma Shelby Rogers, Miss La Palma Maddi Thompson, 
Michelle Glasell and Kerri Kessinger pose for pictures after competing in 
the Annual La Palma Pageant.
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By William and Selene Lee

Julio's Pizza has recently 
moved to this new location 
on Pioneer Boulevard next to 
Day's Inn. It was not easy to 
find since the signage is not 
facing Pioneer Boulevard but 
facing the parking lot instead, 
but now we know. 

The restaurant is quite 
large and modern. It has a 
comfortable bar with TV and 
a large banquet room that can 
accommodate up to 200 peo-
ple in the back. 

We were there for an early 
dinner and settled for a table 
that can sit six since we could 
not find any tables for two or 
four, which seems like a lack 
of flexibility. 

We ordered a small house 
salad, and 8 piece buffalo 
wings for appetizers, a small 
Hawaiian pizza (with pine-
apple and Canadian bacon), 
and spaghetti with meat sauce 

to share. 
The buffalo wings were 

moist and tender but also kind 
of spicy, and our server said 
that the Masala wings with 
Indian spices are even spicier. 
The thin crust Hawaiian pizza 
was excellent, very fresh and 
tasty, and the spaghetti with 
meat sauce was fine, although 
nothing spectacular.

 Our server showed us 
a lunch special menu that 
is $8.99 which includes the 
choice of any individual pizza 
with up to two toppings and 
garlic bread, meat Lasagna 
and garlic bread or linguini, 
with your choice of sauces & 
garlic bread. We think it’s a 
very reasonable price. 

This is definitely a place 
for large family gatherings and 
with friends or coworkers. No 
one else has better thin crust 
pizza than Julio's and we are 
looking forward to try other 
toppings soon.

By Larry Caballero

Creamistry Owner Sam 
Lee is proud to show off his 
product to his customers who 
are willing to wait in line to 
taste his made-to-order liquid 
nitrogen ice cream.  

“Forget the frozen ice 
cream that has been sitting in 
the freezer for much too long,” 
said Lee, “and try our ice 
cream served the fresh way!”

Creamistry Cerritos uses 
liquid nitrogen to prepare 
customized, handcrafted ice 
cream before your eyes said 
Lee.  

“We take pride in our high 
quality, premium ingredients 
including all natural and or-
ganic ingredients with more 
than 40 flavors and 50 mixings 

and toppings.  We at Creamis-
try are ice cream fanatics!”

Lee believes ice cream 
should never be sitting in a 
freezer waiting to be served. 
At Creamistry, ice cream is 
made to order and freshly pre-
pared and frozen right in front 
of the customer. 

“Combine it with great 
customer service and a spec-

RasBhog Indian Buffet

All You Can Eat Buffet 
$7.99

Healthy & Vegan Friendly

18511 Pioneer Boulevard 
 Artesia, CA 90701

By William and Selene Lee

On Oct. 21st., we had the 
opportunity to be invited by 
Dr. Shin Liu, one of the trust-
ees from Cerritos College, for 
a luncheon prepared by the 
College's students in Culinary 
Arts for a group of teach-
ers from Zhengzhou Tourism 
College in Henan Province, 
China. 

The purpose, according 
to Dr. Liu, is to welcome stu-
dents who may want to con-
sider coming to study here and 
for the two countries' mutual 

benefit.
The luncheon was served 

buffet style in the small dining 
room adjacent to the main stu-
dent dining hall. There were 
17 Chinese visitors in addition 
to a few of us. 

The menu included Cap-
rese Salad, Baby Kale Salad 
with Candied Beets, Cranber-
ries and a wonderful Orange 
Vinaigrette. 

Entrees were individual 
Ratatouille with Goat Cheese, 
Seared Mahi Mahi with Coco-
nut Curry Sauce over Roast-
ed Squash, Poached Salmon 

Roulaide with Baby Spinach 
served with a Lemon Buerre 
Blanc Sauce, Braised Short 
Ribs with Polenta and Crispy 
Onion Fritter, Shrimp Risotto 
and Dessert. 

We enjoyed it and hope 
the visitors did, too. It was not 
easy to explain to our Chinese 
visitors this menu had some 
Italian, and some French and 
not much American, at least 
not your typical hamburger or 
steak as most of them know. 
The students at the Culinary 
School did a terrific job and we 
are proud of their achievement.

Julio’s Pizza Relocated 
to Pioneer Boulevard

tacular liquid nitrogen smoke 
show and you have a recipe 
for success,” said Lee, “and 
we can cater any special event 
for you.”

Creamistry is looking for 
owners who are as passionate 
about ice cream as Lee is. “We 
want franchisees who love to 
put a smile on people's faces 
with quality products, friendly 
staff, an enjoyable environ-
ment, and one of a kind ex-
perience that will have people 
coming in again and again.”

Creamistry is located at 
11442 South Street in Cer-
ritos adjacent to Babies “R” 
Us.  Business hours are 
Monday-Saturday from 12 
p.m. to 11 p.m. and Sundays 
noon to 10 p.m.  Call them at  
562-860-NITRO.

Gateway Guardian staff enjoying 
ice cream with owner Sam Lee

562-924-1675

Julio’s Pizza Restaurant & Bar

Caprese Salad Baby Kale Salad with Candied Beets, 
Cranberries & Orange Vinaigrette.

Seared Mahi Mahi with Coconut 
Curry Sauce over Roasted Squash.

17538 Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA 90701 562 809-6360
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by Dr. Bob Hughlett

We are now easing our 
way down the channel to Ket-
chikan.  Last night we took in 
parts of Buddy at the piano 
bar leading us in a sing-a-long 
to such oldies as the “Yellow 
Rose of Texas”. 

The main entertainment 
event for the night was a co-
median who struggled mighti-
ly to connect with his audience 
but never quite got there. This 
was after a magnificent meal at 
the specialty restaurant which 
featured ciopino, lamb chops 
and baked Alaska (of course). 

Ketchikan appears to be 
a town of seaplanes as we 
watched a half dozen or so 
working their way up the 
channel. We tied up and 30 
minutes later were on a bus to 
the local Indian village (not a 
reservation) for the down low 
on sky high totem poles. 

We heard about the sev-

Around and About Ketchikan to Cerritos
eral types - including ceremo-
nial, celebratory and, most in-
teresting, to diss someone. We 
learned that it rains 322 days a 
year here, to a total depth of 13 
feet or, as our tour guide said. 
Deep enough to cover our bus 
and still provide room for a ca-
noe to pass overhead.

Afterward, intrepid shop-
per Marianne ferreted out a 
super deal on native carvings 
of a salmon and an eagle in 
town, which will hold a place 
of honor on our wall behind 
the fountain in our back yard.

We sailed at 6 but not until 
after the Captain honked the 
horn twice to summon strag-
glers and the rains started 
again.

The Inland Passage took 
up the next day and a half.  
Whales jumping, otters chirp-
ing and birds cawing filled out 
the scenery. Vancouver, our 
destination, was bustling in the 
early morning.Now we sit in 

another airport awaiting a final 
flight back home.  Time to take 
stock and tote up the trip.  

Let's see...we traveled on 
seven buses, two trains, five 
boats, three airplanes and 
probably walked a total of ten 
miles during our fourteen day 
journey.  

We saw a variety of beasts 
including whales, otters and 
those described earlier and set 
foot on a glacier the day af-
ter we flew around the tallest 
mountain measured from base 
to top in the world.

We held a 64 ounce 
gold nugget, hiked along the 
Chilkoot Trail in the footsteps 
of the panhandlers of 1898 
and witnessed the birth of a 
baby iceberg from her glacial 
mama. Who could ask for any-
thing more?

Let me know what you think 
of this column and suggest oth-
ers at b.hughlett@verizon.net. 
Thank you.
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Remembering the  
Hiroshima Bombings

altitude Bomber that actually 
delivered the bomb on Hiro-
shima.  

On August 6, 1945, Biel 
was awakened at 1:30 a.m. in 
the morning and told to pre-
pare for a flight. They would 
not be carrying a bombardier, 
but would instead have a me-
teorologist on board. Biel was 
a co-pilot on this mission and 
would find out later that they 
left about one hour before the 
Enola Gay.  

Biel’s team would be re-
sponsible for reporting the 
weather patterns over Hiroshi-
ma. The Enola Gay was car-
rying a 10,000 pound “Little 
Boy” atomic bomb that would 
forever change life as we knew 
it. All of the planes were flown 
at 40,000 feet elevation, and at 
that time no other plane in the 
world could fly that high. 

Due to the high altitude, 
the pilots didn’t fear being 
shot down by enemy Japanese 
fighter pilots, even though 
they passed through enemy 
airspace. Additionally, no pi-
lots in the 509th Composite 

Group knew that there was an 
atomic bomb involved or what 
it could do. 

Biel returned to base af-
ter the 13-hour mission and 
learned of what happened. 
When asked how he felt when 
he got back from the mission, 
Biel said, “We knew the war 
was going to be over.”  Biel 
went on to say that the Japa-
nese beaches were heavily 
armed and the Japanese had 
over 12,000 planes ready to at-
tack.  

“We would have lost a 
lot of American Marines in a 
bloody battle if we had to at-
tack their mainland," said 
Biel. He believes that 1 mil-
lion American and 1 million 
Japanese lives were saved by 
stopping the war. 

It was estimated that 
70,000 people were killed in 
the initial atomic blast at Hiro-
shima and an additional 30,000 
may have died from the radia-
tion fallout.  Three days later 
a second atomic bomb was 
dropped on Nagasaki that of-
ficially ended the war.  

From Page 3

dents will live at Aria. To 
support municipal services 
to the residents, the property 
owner will make an annual 
payment of $45,000 to the 
City. It is estimated that the 
residents will also generate 
$42,000 annually in sales tax 
revenue for the City.

Also underway, adjacent 
to the Aria development, is 
a luxury five-story, 132-unit 
apartment overseen by The 
Richman Group. 

The project involves de-
molishing the existing Sam 
Ash Music Center to ac-

commodate the new devel-
opment, which will include 
a clubhouse; a pool; a leas-
ing area; a fitness center; a 
100,911-square-foot, fully 
screened parking structure; 
and courtyard recreation 
area. 

Built to condominium 
standards, the Contemporary 
Mediterranean complex will 
feature 132 units, including 
18 studios, 72 one-bedroom 
apartments and 42 two-bed-
room units. Construction is 
expected to begin in summer 
2015 and to be completed by 

summer 2017. 
The City will receive an 

initial payment of $39,600 
from the property owner to 
support municipal services 
to the residents. The amount 
will be adjusted annually 
based on the Consumer Price 
Index, with a minimum year-
ly increase of 2 percent and a 
maximum annual increase of 
5 percent.

Both of these develop-
ments will be wonderful ad-
ditions to our community, and 
the City is looking forward to 
witnessing their completion.

New Luxury Apartments from Page 5

Cerritos Community College
In the race for three seats 

on the Cerritos Community 
College Board of Trustees in-
cumbents John Paul Drayer 
and Shin Liu won reelection 
with newcomer Zurich Lewis 
replacing Dr. Robert Hughlett 
who is retiring. 

Drayer received 2,974 
votes or 61.28 percent to 
Dawn Denton, who garnered 
1,879 votes or 38.72 percent. 
Incumbent Shin Liu received 
4,824 votes or 55% of the vote 
compared to her opponent 
ABC School Board member 
Armin Reyes, who received 
3,605 votes or 44.9 percent.

Artesia Utility Tax
Artesia voters turned 

down a proposed Utility Users 
Tax. Voting for the utility tax 
were 617 votes. No votes to-
taled 1,208 votes. The number 
of registered voters is 6,819. 

Mayor Tony Lima, a pro-
ponent of the measure, said Ar-
tesia residents wants improve-
ments done to their streets, 
maintaining of the city’s parks 
and recreation programs and 
enhancement of youth and se-
nior programs. 

“This is what the utility tax 
increase was for.” He said the 
city council would now have 
to review Artesia’s priorities.

Failure to Approve 
Measure AA From Page 2
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Edited by Sammy Frianeza

Q: Is it a good idea to rent 
out a spare room in my house?

A: Many homeowners 
have considered renting out a 
spare room in their house espe-
cially if their children are now 
all grown up and have moved 
out of the house. On the plus 
side, this could mean extra in-
come for the homeowner and 
there is always a sense of hav-
ing someone else in the house 
for company.

On the other hand, the 
homeowner will have to sac-
rifice some privacy and may 
share use of bathrooms, the 
kitchen, the stove and the 
refrigerator, among others. 
There may be conflicts in how 
appliances are used and who is 

responsible for cleaning dishes 
and utensils used. 

The homeowner must 
exercise good judgment in 
evaluating potential renters for 
character, financial responsi-
bility and compatibility. The 
homeowner must define the 
rules but must also be flexible 
to some degree. It is advisable 
to check all references, includ-
ing bank and employment in-
formation.

Q: Due to a major change 
in my financial situation, I had 
to sell my last home in a short 
sale. How soon can I buy an-
other property?

A: It usually takes around 
3 years before a new mortgage 
can be issued to someone who 
sold his previous home in a 
short sale. 

However, there are exten-
uating circumstances where 
a lender may approve a new 
mortgage in less than that time 
but this is evaluated on a case-
to-case basis. Please consult 
with a direct lender for more 

By Larry Caballero

Stonebridge Memorial 
President Tom Chapman’s 
dream was to someday open 
his own business to serve the 
local communities in prepara-
tion for one of the most diffi-
cult moments—the passing of 
a loved one. 

“I know how difficult 
that moment can be, and we 
are ready to help families 
and friends to honor their 
loved one when that moment 
comes,” said Chapman.

“We offer unique oppor-
tunities for families to create 
healing moments after loss. 
Our experience, coupled with 
our perspective on the impor-
tance of ceremony, will help to 
discover ways to pay tribute. 
Whether traditional or unique, 
these tributes allow us to love, 
laugh, and live well again.”

His staff has years of ex-
perience caring for families, 
from all walks of life. “Each 
family comes to us because 
they know we are leaders in 
our profession, dedicated to 
excellence in service, and have 
the highest integrity.”

 Stonebridge Memorial is 
family owned and operated. 
They strive to provide qual-
ity service and affordable rates 
with affordable choice options.

Arrangement offices are 
located at 14624 Carmenita 
Road in Norwalk and service 
is provided to all surrounding 
cities. 

“We give every family in 
our community unique op-

Stonebridge Memorial Ready 
to Serve Local Communities

portunities to learn, share, and 
remember. Each of our educa-
tional, grief support or remem-
brance events is designed to 
appeal to a wide age range, in-
cluding adults and children. It 
is our intention to enrich lives, 
educate minds, and ease sor-
rows,” said Chapman.

“It’s also about bringing 
those you love together, at 
a time of loss. It’s a natural 
thing to do, and over time, has 
become a socially-expected 
practice. More importantly, a 
funeral or memorial service, 
whether traditional, or con-
temporary, is the first step in 
healing.

You can have your service 

anywhere, and any way, you 
want. Your choices include the 
place of celebration, day of the 
week, and time of day; the mu-
sical selection, what prayers 
will be said or songs you’d 
like sung. 

“We can arrange to have 
doves, or balloons released at 
the close of the service. Keep-
sake gifts of wildflower seeds 
or a tree seedling can be given. 
We’re here to help you cre-
ate the most memorable and 
meaningful service to honor 
your loved one.

Still looking for inspira-
tion? Speaking with a profes-
sional funeral planner will 
help to clarify your thinking. 

Call Stonebridge Me-
morial at (562) 404-1287, 
or visit their website at  
www.stonebridgememorial.
com. 

Tom Chapman
President

FD 2209

Helping Families and Friends Honor Their Loved One.

With our experience, we will help you discover ways to pay 
tribute and help you love, laugh, and live well again.

14624 Carmenita Rd.
Norwalk, CA  90650
(562) 404-1287
Fax  (562) 679-4611

COMPARE YOUR HOME - RECENTLY SOLD HOMES IN OCTOBER 2014

11843 Ashworth St, Artesia,CA. 3BR, 2BA, 1264 sq ft, 6960 sq ft lot 12862 Cuesta St, Cerritos, CA  4BR, 2BA, 2036 sq ft, 5822 sq ft lot
Listed at $469,000   Sold at $435,000 Listed at $719,000   Sold at $695,000

22330 Joliet Av, Hawaiian Gardens, CA  3 BR, 1 BA, 986 sq ft, 4987 sq ft lot 5252 La Luna Dr, La Palma, CA  3BR, 2BA, 1471 sq ft, 5663 sq ft lot
Listed at $329,000   Sold at $325,000 Listed at $599,000   Sold at $577,500

Homes Sold in October
2013 2014

Artesia 4 1
Cerritos 38 32
Hawaiian Gardens 2 5
La Palma 6 6

*includes single family residences and condominiums
Source:CRMLS

11843 Ashworth St, Artesia,CA. 3BR, 2BA, 1264 sq ft, 
6960 sq ft lot 
Listed at $469,000 Sold at $435,000

Compare Your Home - Recently Sold Homes in 10/2014
12862 Cuesta St, Cerritos, CA 4BR, 2BA, 2036 sq ft, 
5822 sq ft lot 
Listed at $719,000 Sold at $695,000

22330 Joliet Av, Hawaiian Gardens, CA 3 BR, 1 BA, 986 
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5252 La Luna Dr, La Palma, CA 3BR, 2BA, 1471 sq ft, 
5663 sq ft lot
Listed at $599,000 Sold at $577,500

Homes Sold in October 

Artesia
Cerritos
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La Palma
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4
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2
6

2014
1
32
5
6
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specific information on your 
case. Be sure to bring informa-
tion about the sale of the short 
sale property.   

Q: When is a good time to 
invest in a rental property?

A: Any time is a good time 
to invest in real estate. There 
is no guarantee of results in 
any investment, but in the long 
term, investing in real estate 
has always been a good in-
vestment. There is a possibil-
ity that in a rental property, the 
tenant practically pays for the 
mortgage, the taxes, and the 
insurance, and the property 
even appreciates in value over 
the years. 

But, there is also the pos-
sibility that the property may 
require larger than expected 
repair and maintenance ex-
penses or the property may be 
unrented for an extended pe-
riod of time.  

Work with a realtor who 
can help explain to you how 
to evaluate real estate invest-
ments.  

Want to know how much 
your home is worth?
Need answers to real 

estate questions?

Call or Text:
              Sammy Frianeza    #01825729  
      (562) 714-6459  
                Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
      sammyfrianeza@BHHScaProps.com 
 
      William Lee   #01820607 
      (818) 633-3367   
      Lima Realty  wmglee@yahoo.com
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BAPTIST CHURCHES
Cerritos Baptist Church
11947 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
St. Paul Evangelical Community Church
12500 183rd St, Cerritos, CA, 90703

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
Korean Hope Presbyterian Church
19319 Carmenita Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Sa-Rang Presbyterian Church
19200 Pioneer Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703

LUTHERAN CHURCHES
Concordia Lutheran Church
13633 183rd St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
St John Lutheran Church
18422 Bloomfield Ave, Cerritos, CA, 
90703

REFORMED CHURCHES
Heaven Bound Ministry
18100 Dumont Ave, Cerritos, CA, 90703

SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCHES
America Full Gospel Church
13079 Artesia Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos First Assembly Of God
12061 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
New Jerusalem Church
16214 Flat Peak Ln, Cerritos, CA, 90703

CHRISTIAN -OTHER CHURCHES
Berean Chapel
12051 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Calvary Cross Chapel
16705 Gridley Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos Institute Of Religion
16025 Studebaker Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos Korean
12229 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Chinese Church Of Christ
12429 195th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
First Evangelical Church
11330 166th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Living Water Mission Church
19104 Pioneer Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
New Jerusalem Christian Fellowship
12702 Cuesta St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Oriental Mission Church Of Orange
12413 195th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Timothy Bible Ministries
17150 Norwalk Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
World Missions Far Corners
10945 South St Ste 306, Cerritos, CA, 90703

My Holy Land Spiritual Journey: 
The Jordan Experience (Part 2)

By Dan E. Nino
   
Near Madaba is Mt. Nebo, 

where Moses was believed 
to have been buried. But his 
bones were never found. Ac-
cording to our tour guide, two 
angels exhumed his body and 
was transferred to another site  
near the Basilica now being 
constructed to be opened this 
November.

It was at Mt. Nebo where 
Moses had a glimpse of the 
Promised Land when he led 
his people out of Egypt but 
wandered in the desert for 40 
years. The Israelites travelled 
around the desert but when 
they thought that they had 
reached the Promised Land, 
they were again at the point of 
origin. 

It was believed that be-
cause they disobeyed the com-
mands of God and spurned him 
despite all the signs He per-
formed, they grumbled against 
Him and were punished by not 
reaching the Promised Land.     

One wonders why the 
houses in Jordan are box-like 
with a flat concrete roof. The 
explanation was that in the 
Middle Eastern culture, the 
closely knit-family once mar-
ried, stay under one roof. If an 
adult child  got married, the 
patriarch of the house would 
build another floor for the 
newly-married couple to start 
a new life.

 After lunch, we trav-
elled for about three hours 
Northwest to Jerash, a former 
Roman city, 48 kilometers 
north of Amman. Jerash, a 
closed second to Petra on the 
list of favorite destinations in 
Jordan,  is touted as one of the 
best-preserved Roman-era cit-
ies in the world. 

The Arabaized name of 
Jerash derived its original Ro-
man  name Garshu to “Gera-
sha” during Pompey’s era.  A 
number of churches were built 
here during the time of Em-
peror Constantine when he 
converted Byzantine empire to 
Christianity. 

Roman civilization and 
architectural ruins are still 
visible in Jerash with amphi-
theater,  chariot stadium for 
races in the Hippodrome, the 
Temple of Zeus, Corinthian 
columns and the Oval Plaza 

known as the Forum. 
These architectural ru-

ins were knockdown during 
an earthquake.  The Persians 
sacked Jerash in 614 AD and 
Muslims made an imprint in 
636 AD after their victory.

When the Crusaders ar-
rived, they described it as un-
inhabited. Of course, owing to 
its rich historical past, Jerash 
is now vibrant and pulsating 
with commerce due to the in-
flux of tourists. According to  
history it was rediscovered by 
a German traveler named Ul-
rich Jasper Seetzen and wrote 
an article that made it a world 
destination.   

 On our way to the ho-
tel, we passed by downtown 
Amman, a sprawling, clean, 
and enchanting  modern city.  
We visited the well-guarded 
Diplomatic hub of huge, sleek 
stone houses. Named  as Phil-
adelphia by Ptolemy 11 who 
rebuilt the city, it became Am-
man during the Islamic  Is-
lamic caliphate in Damascus, 
Syria. 

According to history, Am-
man became the capital of the 
Iron Age Ammonites thought 
to be ancestors of Lot, a fa-
miliar name in the bible. It be-
came a prosperous trading 
center. Amman has beautiful 
and stunning architectures of 
stone buildings. 

It boasts of the Temple of 
Hercules built in 161-180 AD. 
Syrians, including the dis-
placed Palestinians who were 
welcomed by King Husein as 
refugees in the aftermath of 
the Israeli-Palestinian wars, 
populate Amman which grew 
from 21 sq. kms. to 54 sq. kms.

Amman is categorized 
into two sections: The work-
ing class is located in East Am-
man while West Amman boast 
of villas, multi-apartment 
complexes, modern shopping 
buildings and 5-star hotels.

 People from other 
countries including those from 
the Philippines found work 
here as caregivers, business 
owners and career profession-
als. 

My niece Airenne found 
a niche here with her husband 
from Taiwan who established 
a flourishing Chinese Restau-
rant  with palatable and exqui-
site menu I ever tasted -- not as 
salty and oily as other Chinese 
cuisines. 

Another niece, Joahna, a 
nurse back home is the care-
giver to a sister of the de-
ceased King Hussein. Another 
nephew, a former electrical 
engineer  works at the Philip-
pines Embassy. We met and 
dined and they seemed to en-
joy and contented in their stay 
here with their families.

By Melinda Kimsey

A Story About Ten Girls

“At that time the kingdom 
of heaven will be like ten girls 
who went to wait for the bride-
groom. They took their lamps 
with them. Five of the girls 
were foolish and five were 
wise. 

The five foolish girls took 
more oil for the lamps to burn. 
The wise girls took their lamps 
and more oil in jars. The bride-
groom was very late. All the 
girls became sleepy and went 
to sleep. At midnight someone 
cried out, ‘The bridegroom is 
coming! Come and meet him!’ 
Then all the girls woke up and 
got their lamps ready.

But the foolish girls said 
to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil. Our lamps are going 
out.’ The wise girls answered, 
‘No!’ The oil we have might 
not be enough for all of us. Go 
to the people who sell oil and 
buy some for yourselves.’ So 
the five foolish girls went to 
buy oil. 

While they were gone, the 
bridegroom came. The girls 
who were ready went in with 
the bridegroom to the wed-
ding feast. Then the door was 
closed and locked. 

Later the others came 
back. They called, ‘Sir, sir, 
open the door to let us in.’ But 
the bridegroom answered, ‘I 

tell you the truth, I don’t know 
you.’ So always be ready. You 
don’t know the day or the time 
the Son of Man will come.” 

REFLECTION

Today’s parable of the ten 
maids waiting for the grooms’ 
arrival is reminiscent of sev-
eral similar kingdom parables 
found throughout Matthew’s 
Gospel.  The reign of God was 
made definitive with the birth 
of Jesus but is not yet fulfilled.

Like the disciples in Jesus’ 
time, we live in the incomplete 
time between the inception of 
God’s plan for creation and its 
completion. These parables 
reveal to us the “in-between 
time” that is a time for watch-
fulness and readiness.

To better grasp the im-
plications of this parable, we 
must first understand the mar-
riage customs of the time of 
Jesus. Several women would 
be chosen to be a welcoming 
party for the groom. Then the 
bride would be taken to the 
groom’s house of that of his 
father. 

It was customary that long 
waits were part of the normal 
wedding preparations. There-
fore, to be chosen to be in the 
wedding party would be an 
honor. However, without the 
proper lamp oil would be an 
insult not only to the bride, but 
would be negligent. 

So, the sudden and unex-
pected arrival of the groom in 
this parable is compared to the 
surprising and spontaneous ar-
rival of God. God will come 
again, inviting all to the heav-
enly banquet. 

We will either be prepared 
to meet the Risen Christ or we 
will have foolishly failed to 
live in the anticipation of this 
encounter. 

To be prepared to meet 
Christ in the kingdom, we 
must recognize Him every day 
in the people we encounter. 
How can we expect to share 
the heavenly banquet with 
those we have despised or ig-
nored in this life? 

Thus, our preparedness for 
the coming of Christ involves 
using our gifts wisely and 
generously, as well as living 
out the spiritual and physical 
works of mercy.

It is foolish to put off cul-
tivating a relationship with 
God until later in life when we 
think we will have more time. 
Instead, each day is an invita-
tion to come to know God as 
revealed in the Scriptures by 
reading His words, by spend-
ing time in prayer with the 
Lord, and by bringing forth 
the reign of God in actions that 
spill over with love. 

This is the wisdom of 
readiness, preparation, and 
anticipation of the coming of 
God’s reign. 

 

• God Bless You •



 November 13, 2014                                                                      Page 11HEALTH

Compare Your Home - Recently Sold Homes in October 2014

MP Insurance

MANU PATEL
Broker, MBA  Lic. # 0736431
mpinsurance@gmail.com

11646 183rd Street
Artesia, CA 90701

Cell:  562-822-0725
Office:  562-252-3333

Winston C. Wong, M.D. (Inter-
nal Medicine)

I practice Internal Medi-
cine, my expertise is Diabetes. 
When I take on this assign-
ment to talk about eye health, 
I am not speaking as an expert 
in the field. Your Ophthal-
mologist is. I do treat many 
seniors as their primary care 
provider and after 20 years of 
practice, I do have experience 
I can share.

Here is a brief overview 
of the 4 conditions I’m going 
to talk about. In the simplest 
sense, Cataracts are cloudy 
lenses; Glaucoma is increased 
pressure inside the eye; Reti-
nal Hemorrhage is bleeding in 
the eye; and Macular Degener-
ation is loss of central vision.

Cataracts are like graying 
of hair; sooner or later we’ll 
develop cloudiness in the lens. 
Instead of a clear gelatin con-

sistency, the lens can become 
opacified and hardened like a 
white plastic button. 

Of course we won’t see 
the truly opaque lenses here 
in the U.S. but in developing 
countries, this can be the num-
ber one reversible cause of 
blindness. With the technolo-
gy available to us, the question 
is when is it time to replace the 
lens? 

Your doctor can eas-
ily identify a cataract with a 
light source like an ophthal-
moscope. At night time when 
you drive, you’ll experience 
glare. But when your vision 
cannot be corrected to better 
than 20/50 on the Snellen Vi-
sion Acuity Test, it’s time for 
surgery.

Glaucoma is increased  
pressure inside the eye. Your 
eye care professional can eas-
ily measure the eye pressure 
with a tonometer. When your 

Joshua Medical Group

17370 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA
562-809-5674

gle family homes with 
their front and back yards, its 
parks and trees. She urged the 
council to postpone a vote on 
the apartments until the city 
could see what effect the 132 
complexes will have on the 
community.

Council members re-
sponded by noting times have 
changed. Councilman George 
Ray said when the Audio Mu-
sic store, Borders Book Store 
and a mattress outlet were on 
the site, no one foresaw what 
the new technology of iPads 
and cell phones would bring. 

The younger generation, 
for the most part, read their 
books online, video games are 
now played on cell phones, 
etc. “Those stores have sat 
there empty for long time,” he 
said.

Ray agreed with the May-
or Pro Tem that the city’s pop-
ulation is getting older. “The 
average age is 44. Children 
have grown up and now have 
their own families. They can’t 
afford to buy a house in Cer-
ritos, and their parents aren’t 
moving.”

The council also noted the 
city’s population has fallen to 
44,000 from a high of 60,000. 
In order to be eligible for fed-
eral grants, the city needs to 
climb back to 50,000. Coun-
cilmember’s agreed young 
peoples’ lifestyles have 
changed. They don’t necessar-
ily want a house with a front 
and backyard. 

In other business the coun-
cil approved the construction 
of an In N Out Hamburger res-
taurant” in the College Square 
Shopping Center on the north-
west corner of Alondra Boule-
vard and Studebaker Road.

The restaurant will be 
built on the old Spire’s Res-
taurant site. The Council also 
voted to modify the city’s 
code, permitting the new fa-
cility to have a drive through 
window.

Plans for the remodeling 
the exteriors of the primary 
buildings in the Center were 
also approved. 

714-527-8777
6900 Lincoln Ave., Buena Park, CA

Apartments,  
In N Out Burger
From Page 1doctor looks into your eye 

with an ophthalmoscope, we 
can get an appreciation of the 
shape and size of the optic 
disc, which provides an indi-
rect clue to the eye pressure. 

Like measuring blood 
pressure, the measurements 
often vary and the condition is 
usually silent. We won’t know 
if the pressure is high, unless it 
occurs suddenly, accompanied 
with painful red eye. 

That’s a glaucoma emer-
gency, which needs immediate 
attention from an ophthalmol-
ogist. This painful red eye can 
often be confused with “pink 
eye” a viral infection of the 
conjunctiva of the eye.

As to treatments, some of 
the eye drops used is similar 
to blood pressure medicine In-
ternists prescribe. One thing I 
feel that’s under appreciated is 
that eye drops can cause side 
effects just like oral medica-
tions and often more so, since 
absorption into the blood 
stream is more immediate with 
eye drops. 

In severe cases when eye 
drops are not sufficient, then 
surgery in opening up the 
Trabecular meshwork may be 
necessary. This type of sur-
gery should be performed by a 
Glaucoma specialist.

Retinal Hemorrhage is 
bleeding in the back wall (Ret-
ina) of the eye. Symptoms can 
be hazy vision, painless float-
ers, and sudden decrease in vi-
sion, red tint or brief flashes of 
light in the periphery. 

This can be the result of 
long term uncontrolled diabe-
tes or hypertension. In mild 

cases the hemorrhage can be 
resorbed without permanent 
damage. In severe cases sur-
gery may be necessary. 

It’s important to bear in 
mind the root cause, which is 
diabetes or hypertension, in 
both cases quite manageable 
by your internist with today’s 
medical advances.

Macular Degeneration 
(MD) is loss of vision in the 
center of the visual field. 
There are 2 general types. Dry 
MD is due to atrophy of the 
retinal pigment on the epithe-
lial layer, from loss of photo-
receptors (rods and cones) in 
the central part (Macula) of 
the eye.

Wet MD is from leakage 
of blood and protein around 
the macula. In the case of Dry 
MD, vitamins supplements 
with antioxidants like Lu-
tein and Zeaxanthin contain 
in brands like Ocuvite and 
Lifepak Nano can be helpful.

Stay
 Healthy!
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562-467-8834
cerritoscenter.com

I Love Lucy®  
Live on Stage

Merry-Achi Christmas 

Sol de México  

de José Hernández,

Mariachi Reyna de Los 

Angeles, and Grandeza 

Mexicana Ballet Folklorico 

Debby Boone and 

Michael Feinstein 

Remembering 
Rosemary Clooney

Swingin’ White 
Christmas

An Irish Christmas

Coming to the

YOUR FAVORITE ENTERTAINERS, YOUR FAVORITE THEATER

ROSE A. REETS
LUTCF     Lic. # 0539473

11423 E. 187th St.  Ste. 103
Artesia, CA  90701
Bus:  (562) 926 7744
Fax:  (562) 926- 0707

rreets@farmersagent.com
www. farmersagent.com/rreeets

 

Family Owned 
Since 1958

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL

24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  
Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  

Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  
Water Piping  •  Disposals 

Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 
Water Softeners 

       11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com
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