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 The ABC Board of Edu-
cation took its first step at its 
regular session Feb. 4 on de-
ciding whether to hold a bond 
election in June, with the hir-
ing of Dale Scott & Company 
to conduct a telephone survey 
on the proposed bond issue.  

The company will con-
duct a telephone opinion sur-
vey this month with approxi-
mately 400 potential voters to 
be contacted and will include 
30 topics. Survey results will 
be presented to the Board in 
March. 

In an interview with this 
reporter, Superintendent Dr. 

ABC Board Authorizes School Bond Survey
Mary Sieu said the District’s 
schools were built between the 
years 1937 when Carmenita 
Middle School was construct-
ed, and 1975 when Whitney 
High School was built. “Our 
last bond issue was held 17 
years ago, in 1997, and was used 
to upgraded our schools; but, the 
original furniture and floor cov-
ering is still being used. In ad-
dition, the  classrooms need to 
be reconfigured and upgraded to 
meet the new education technol-
ogy requirements. 

 The 1997 upgrades in-
cluded replacing roofing and 
repairing canopies, abatement 
of asbestos and lead, restroom 
upgrades, repainting and re-

Discussing the State of the County at the Cerritos Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon on Feb 13 are (l-r) Cerritos Mayor Bruce  Barrows, guest speaker 
L.A. County Supervisor Don Knabe, and Chamber President Julia Emerson.

carpeting, replacement of 
heating ventilation and air-
conditioning units, plumbing 
systems and electrical systems. 
It also replaced the technology 
distribution system and  the re-
cabling  of all classrooms.

In 1997, 68.2 percent of 
District voters approved the 
$59 million bond issue to up-
grade the District’s schools. 
Following state matching 
funds and other funding sourc-
es, the total money raised was 
$135 million. Approximately 
$42 million outstanding will 
be paid off by 2034. 

At present, the District 
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Artesia Council 
Votes  to Refine 
New Parking 
Regulations
By Richard Guiss

To pay or not to pay for 
parking was the main topic of 
discussion at the Artesia City 
Council meeting on Feb. 10.  
The council voted to approve 
the six recommendations made 
on Feb. 4 by the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee, which addressed the 
concerns expressed by resi-
dents and merchants. 

Prior to the vote, the coun-
cil opened the floor to com-
ments by residents and mer-
chants who were either in fa-
vor or against the new parking 
permit ordinance. 

Safety was just one issue. 
One merchant was concerned 
that it wasn’t convenient for 
his female employees who 
would have to walk from the 
store to the city lot when they 
left work at night. Another 
business owner complained 
that employees now have to 
park at least three blocks away 
so they aren’t ticketed. 

Some residents com-
plained that vehicle owners 
had been issued tickets; how-
ever, enforcement of the new 
parking ordinance does not be-
gin until March 1.  Those who 
did receive tickets were asked 
to contact the city manager’s 

By Jerry Bernstein

Los Angeles County Su-
pervisor Don Knabe called 
for a War on Human Traffick-
ing involving young children, 
some as young as 10 years old. 
He said, “A few years ago we 
had a War on Drugs. Now it’s 

Knabe Calls for War on Human Trafficking;
Praises Majority of LA County Sheriff Deputies

time to protect the country’s 
young people from the preda-
tors who live off of them.”

He said that many of these 
young people come from bro-
ken homes and often wind up 
on the streets. They are enticed 
by the “pimps” who promise 
them shelter and a career in the 

field of entertainment, but in 
the end all they get are prom-
ises and a way of life in the 
streets.  Many don’t know what  
(family) love is. He said many 
of these girls want to get away 
from it but don’t know how. 

One of the big problems 
is when they are picked up 
and then released or leave 
the court house, they have no 
place to go. The “pimps”  greet 
them and entice them to go 
with them in their cars. Knabe 
said he wants a War on Human 
Trafficking so these girls don’t 
have to return to the street. He 
said we need programs to deal 
with this problem.

 Knabe, who will go off the 
Board of Supervisors in 2016 
because of term limits, said he 
would not coast until he retires 
from the Board. “There’s a lot 
of work to do, and I want it 
completed before I leave.”

Turning to the crowded 

condition in county jails, he 
said in 2009 federal judges 
cited the state’s penitentiaries 
as being overcrowded and or-
dering the state to reduce the 
prison population. 

“California’s response to 
that was to send its less dan-
gerous prisoners to county 
jails. In the last two years some 
20,000 prisoners have been 
transferred,” he said. “We have 
tried to deal with this. Many 
of these prisoners have been 
patrolled by the state and are 
supposed to report to county 
patrol officers,” he said.

“However, many don’t. 
Why should they. Why not 
just melt into the population. 
You’re a bad dude. You’re sup-
posed to report to the proba-
tion department. Would you?” 
he asked.

He said many prisoners 

                     See Knabe Calls Page 8

Rendering of proposed apartments to be constructed on the northeast corner of Artesia Boulevard and 
Bloomfield Avenue. The apartments will consist of five four-story multi-family residential units with 198 
luxury rentals built to condominium standards with an option for future conversion to condominiums. 
Groundbreaking is scheduled for this spring. The apartments will also include a clubhouse, fitness area, 
courtyard recreation and pool area. The development will be bordered on the the east by Sam Ash Music 
store, on the south by the Cerritos Towne Center and on the east by the Cheveron service station. 

Multi-residential Units Scheduled at Artesia and Bloomfield 

  AMNESTY
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Students, staff, parents, 
district leaders, board mem-
bers and community members 
will celebrate the selection of 
Carmenita Middle School and 
Tetzlaff Middle School as two 
of California’s 2014 Schools to 
Watch – Taking Center Stage 
model middle schools.  

“We are thrilled to have 
this recognition” says Kester 
Song, principal of Carmenita 
MS. “Our students and staff 
have worked very hard in an 
exciting middle school pro-
gram to demonstrate strong 
academic achievement.”

“This ceremony is an af-
firmation of the fine work so 
many have done in the school, 
district and larger communi-
ty,” Song said. 

Principal Crechena Wise 
added, “Tetzlaff MS has been 
on a trajectory toward academ-
ic excellence. The school was 

Eighteen ABC teachers received their tenured certificates at the Feb. 4 meeting of the ABC Board of Education. 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu said a total of 37 had been tenured, many who have been working in the District 
for two or more years part time until we could afford their tenure status.

2 ABC Schools Are ‘Schools to Watch’
recognized as a 2013-16 Cali-
fornia Distinguished School. 
We recognize what works for 
our students and we’re excited 
to share with others.”

The celebration at both 
schools on Feb. 5 will feature 
an address to the student body 
on their school’s selection as a 
model and the presentation of 
a banner. 

Dr. Irvin Howard, presi-
dent of the National Forum 
to Accelerate Middle Grades 
Reform, noted, “Both Carme-
nita MS and Tetzlaff MS are 
models of what an outstanding 
middle school can be. School 
leaders from across the state 
will now turn to both of these 
schools for guidance on im-
proving their programs to bet-
ter serve their students.”  

ABC Superintendent, Dr. 
Mary Sieu said both schools 
serve 7th and 8th grade stu-

ABC Teachers Receive Tenure

Celebrating the Chinese New Year, the Year of the Horse, were students from Stowers Elementary School at the  
Feb. 4 ABC Board of Education meeting. Dressed in costumes  representing different countrries including China, 
Korea, Burma, Mexico, and the United States, the students explained how each country celebrates the new year. 
Principal Dr. Tom Tracy represented Scotland. He said the students wrote their own scripts for the presentation.

Stowers Elementary School 
Celebrates Chinese New Year

dents in our district. 
California’s Schools to 

Watch—Taking Center Stage 
Program uses a competitive, 
rigorous review process to 
identify high performing, high 
impact middle schools so that 
all middle schools may have 
models of real world success.  

Carmenita and Tetzlaff are 
two of just 59 model schools 
that have been identified state-
wide since 2003. This is the 
first time ABC schools have 
been selected for this recogni-
tion.”

The program is provid-
ed by the California Middle 
Grades Alliance, which in-
cludes the California League 
of Middle Schools, California 
Department of Education and 
other statewide educational 
organizations, who are part-
ners in the California Middle 
Grades Alliance. 

doesn’t know how much the 
bond issue will be. It could 
range from $242 million to 
$348.6 million. The amount 
will be determined by proj-
ect needs and capacity of tax 
base. 

Dr. Sieu said reconfigura-
tion of  classrooms and the sup-
porting spaces (multipurpose/
auditorium, library) need to be 
upgraded to meet the needs of 
the 21st Century learning envi-
ronments. 

Facility Improvement

In addition, she said ba-
sic facility improvements that 
include school safety need to 
be upgraded. This includes: 
flooring, patios, ceiling, secu-
rity programs, controlled door 
access systems, security cam-
eras, communication systems 
and other devices for seismic 
and structural safety. 

Additional improvements 
are: HVAC, fire alarm, elec-
trical, lighting, roofing for old 
portables plus the installation 
of rubber playground surfac-
ing, lunch tables and benches, 
lunch shelter rooms, nutrition-
al services and energy efficient 
lighting.

In 2000, voters approved a 
constitutional amendment that 
lowered voter approval for 
school district General Obliga-
tion bonds to 55 percent. Dr. 
Sieu emphasized the need to 
enhance ABC’s schools. “Our 
classrooms need to have flex-
ibility in their configurations 
to allow for a variety of 21st 
century instructional methods 
and programs. This includes 
whiteboard and monitors, flex-
ible, ergonomic furniture, and 
interactive technology.

School Funding

Turning to District fund-
ing, Dr. Sieu  said the state has 
changed the way it has funded 
schools for the past 42 years, 
which the governor has de-
scribed as “overly complex, 
administratively costly and in-
equitable distribution.” 

She said,  the new sys-
tem will direct more funds 
to districts with low-income 
students, English learners           
and foster children, and shifts 
more authority to local dis-
tricts to decide how to spend 
the money.

It also replaces the old 
revenue litmus and categorical 
(restrictive) programs fund-
ing. “Each district’s funding is 
now different,” she explained, 
“with ABC  in the middle with 
51 percent of its families in the 
lower income bracket and 20 
percent of our students in the 
English learning area.”

ABC Board 
Authorizes 
Bond Survey

From Page 1

Carmenita & Tetzlaff Middle Schools
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Hawaiian Gardens - Student Government Day, Feb. 25
C. Robert Lee Activity Center
Info: (562) 420-2641 Ext. 229.

HG - Game Room Open for Children Ages 6-12
Monday - Friday 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.   Crafts & Games
C. Robert Lee Activity Center  Game Room
21815 Pioneer Blvd.  Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716
For more information please call  (562) 420-2641 ext. 263

Cerritos Talent Show Auditions
Sunday, Feb. 23 & March 1   Noon to 4 p.m.
Cerritos Park East
Info: Recreation Services Division, (562) 916-1254

ABC Adult School - Career Fair!
ABC Adult School will be hosting a Career Fair on Friday, 
March 7 from 9 a.m. until noon at the Cuesta Campus, 
12254 Cuesta Drive, Cerritos, CA  90703.    
Our goal is to provide valuable information about a variety 
of career fields and encourage attendees to come dressed 
for success to meet with industry representatives. We are 
also suggesting that attendees bring their resumes. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to partner in a community event 
and bring awareness to various local businesses and 
organizations. To participate and reserve a table please 
contact Mary Pinedo at Mary.Pinedo@abcusd.us or 
(562) 926-6734, ext. 25177.

Friends of the 1st CEB Fundraiser 
Stacked Restaurant at Los Cerritos Center
Feb. 27    11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Present a 1st CEB flyer and the restaurant will pay 
20 percent of your check to the 1st CEB Adoptions 
Committee  (Clip flyer on Page 11.) 

Frontier Baseball Opening Day
March 1    Cerritos Park East 

Daylight Savings Time Begins
Sunday, March 9 

5th Annual 1st CEB Bowl-A-Thon
March 15    12:30 p.m. registration / 1 p.m. bowling
AMF Cerritos Lanes, 18811 Carmenita Road, Cerritos

Drop by to meet 
and greet your Mayor. 

He is looking 
forward to serving you!

Do you have a favorite Artesia restau-
rant or business that you feel excels expec-
tations? Nominate that business for recogni-
tion from the City!

The Beautification & Maintenance 
Commission hosts a quarterly Business 
Recognition Award and the winner gets 
a plaque, a banner, a feature in the city's 
newsletter 'The Artesian', and a feature story 
with photos right here on the city's website, 
under the listing "Local Businesses".

To enter a business, please call (562) 
865-6262 or send an Email to mmedina@
cityofartesia.us.

Nominate Your Favorite 
Artesia Business 
for a Business 
Recognition Award!

Meet the Mayor

Mayor Tony Lima has started an open 
door policy whereby citizens can come to 
City Hall between the hours of 11 a.m. and 
12 p.m., every second and fourth Wednesday. 
This is the perfect time for citizens to raise 
issues that may be of concern.

Speaking with the Mayor is just one of 
many ways that Artesians can report issues to 
the City, and also to raise awareness among 
city officials about those issues. The Mayor's 
involvement can assist in forming better poli-
cies or better governance by the City.

Issues like street maintenance, graffiti, 
etc. that can be handled by the City's main-
tenance workers are best reported either by 
calling City Hall, (562) 865-6262 or visiting 
the Request Tracker section of the website.

If you would like to meet the mayor, 
please visit City Hall every second and fourth 
Wednesday, between the hours of 11 a.m. 
and 12 p.m. City Hall is located at 18747 
Clarkdale Ave., Artesia.

Public Safety Expo 
& Youth Safety Day
Saturday, Feb. 22
Visit Artesia Park for our Free Public 
Safety Expo and Youth Safety Day. Enjoy 
presentations from the Los Angeles County 
Fire Department, Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Department, freestyle BMX dem-
onstrations, Child ID finger print kits, and 
pet adoptions. Youth who participate in the 
bicycle and pedestrian safety courses will 
be entered to win prizes.

February 22
Time:10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Address:18750 Clarkdale Ave.
Artesia, CA 90701
Contact:(562) 860-3361

By Jerry Bernstein
 
Speaking to a standing-

room only of supporters at the 
opening of her new Headquar-
ters at 8255 Firestone Blvd. 
in Downey, Assemblywoman 
Cristina Garcia (D-58th Dis-
trict) welcomed them and 
thanked them for their support. 
“I’m here for you,” she said. 
She announced that Covered 
California  will be in her office 
to help those who need it to re-
ceive what they need. “Give us 
a call if you need help.” Com-

Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia 
Hosts Headquarters Opening

menting on Assembly Bill 96  
that would require all mailed-
in ballots be sent to the County 
Recorder, she said, “We’re 
fighting for its passage.”

Assembly Majority Leader 
and  Speaker-elect Toni Atkins 
told those present she was both 
humbled and proud to work 
with  Cristina and all the mem-
bers of the assembly.  

“I know Cristina also feels 
proud to represent you in Sac-
ramento. She is a tireless work-
er and hopes to build bridges 
not only in the 58th Assembly 

District but in Sacramento as 
well,” she said.

Atkins stated, “We are 
partners working together, and 
that is what this is all about. 
Cristina doesn’t work under 
me, but at my side. We are part 
of a team who are in Sacra-
mento to represent you,” she 
asserted.

Assemblymember Ian C. 
Calderon said he was honored 
to be at his colleague’s head-
quarter’s opening. He said 
there was a new generation 
moving into the legislature 
with  new ideas  and  solutions 
to the many demands facing 
the Assembly that may differ 
from its departing members. 
“We are a different generation 
with a different outlook on the 
problems facing California,” 
he said.

In her closing remarks, 
Garcia said, “We are in Sac-
ramento to represent you,”  
reminding those present that 
on most weekends she can 
be found walking in one of 
the nine cities she represents, 
meeting her constituents.

By Jerry Bernstein

The Hawaiian Gardens 
City Council approved a six-
month amnesty program for 
business license taxes from 
March through September, al-
lowing individuals and busi-
nesses owing business license 
taxes to pay without any penal-
ty of interest. The amnesty will 
run from Feb. 11 to Sept. 9.

All taxpayers who were 
late in submitting their license 
applications and those who 
have not submitted their appli-
cations (and taxes) for the last 
three years will be forgiven the 
penalties and fines under the 
city’s municipal code.

In other business, the 
council postponed a second 
reading of an ordinance that 
would limit the hours massage 
parlors could stay open. A mas-
sage parlor operator objected 
to the new hours because many 
of his clients come in between 
7 and 10 p.m. However, since 
he couldn’t speak English or 

Hawaiian Gardens Council 
Offers Tax Amnesty

Spanish, the council postponed 
a vote until the council’s next 
meeting when an interpreter 
would be available.

Mayor Reynaldo Rodri-
guez explained the city was 
only .9 of a square mile  in 
size and had seven massage 
parlors, which he described 
as too many for a city the size 
of Hawaiian Gardens. Under 
state law, Senate Bill 731, 
that was adopted in Septem-
ber 2008, municipalities  can’t 
stop  massage parlors from lo-
cating in their city.

Mayor Pro-Tem Barry 
Bruce agreed with the Mayor 
and said for a city the size of 
Hawaiian Gardens there were 
too many. He noted the staff 
had surveyed all 26 medical 
businesses in the city to deter-
mine their closing times. None 
were open beyond 7 p.m. The 
Council unanimously voted to 
continue the matter to its Feb. 
25 meeting.

                   See Hawaiian Gardens Page 8

Attending the opening of Assemblymember Cristina Garcia headquarters 
in Downey were (l-r) Assemblyman Ian C. Calderon, Cerritos College 
President Lindy Lacy, Community Leader Charles Ara, Cristina Garcia, 
Artesia Chamber of Commerce President Parimal Shah and State Assem-
bly Majority Leader and Speaker-Elect  Toni Atkins.
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By Jerry Bernstein

Why Not Sign Up As a 
Volunteer in Your City

A Note from the Publisher

By Melinda Kimsey

Greetings, friends and 
neighbors! I hope that your 
Valentine’s Day was spectacu-
lar and that you enjoyed your 
loved ones and had a great 
time. 

As we move on from the 
beginning of the year with all 
of the expectations of new 
goals and objectives, I would 
like to challenge your ambi-
tions to think about the great 
volunteer program at the City 
of Artesia. It is quite unique, 
and basically all that you have 
to do is sign up as a volunteer. 
When there is a City event that 
needs volunteers, the City will 
contact you. 

I know that for some, a 
regular schedule of volunteer 
events can be overwhelming. 
This is a great opportunity to 
keep you in contact with your 
desire to volunteer within the 
time frame of your busy life. 

Like many of you, volun-
teering can be a great way to 
get in touch with your inner 
self and to do something for 
someone else. There are so 
many local clubs and organiza-
tions that would welcome your 
participation in their events. 

Locally, there is the Op-
timist Club, the Soroptimist 
Club, Kiwanis, Rotary, and the 
1st CEB just to name a few.  
The ABC School District has a 
volunteer program, and so do 
most cities. Churches always 
welcome volunteers with open 
arms as they sometimes serve 

the most needy. 
If you are tempted for a 

more structured volunteer pro-
gram, there are lots of opportu-
nities at local and not so local 
interesting destinations, such 
as the Aquarium of the Pacific, 
the Los Angeles Zoo, and the 
Natural History Museum. 

If volunteering at this time 
in your life is not an option, 
there are lots of fundraisers 
that these organizations are 
having and they are so much 
fun. 

The Soroptimist organiza-
tion is having its yearly Monte 
Carlo night, and the Commu-
nity Family Guidance Center 
is having its golf tournament. 
By the way, you do not have to 
play golf. 

The Community Family 
Guidance Center has a super 
delicious dinner and auction 
that you can attend, and it is re-
ally a blast. The Whitney High 
School Foundation is having 
a Masquerade Ball soon. It 
is also lots of fun and a good 
way to support the programs 
for students at the school. 

Of course, the Lucky 
Strikes Bowl-a-Thon for the 
Friends of the 1st CEB is com-
ing up on March 15. This is re-
ally an awesome event. I took 
my grandkids last year, and we 
had so much fun. There were 
food and prizes, and we made 
some new friends. 

One of the great benefits 
of attending these events is 
that you get to meet some very 
nice people. Here at the Gate-
way, we will advertise these 
events as clubs and organi-
zations inform us as to when 
their events are taking place. 

So, if your club is having a 
fundraiser, please let us know. 
As always, I will be seeing you 
around town. Please be sure to 
say “hi” and keep those cards 
and letters coming in. Happy 
trails!

It was a quiet morning. 
The weather forecast was right 
on the dime. It was warm and 
sunny outside and felt like 
a spring day. A good time to 
write. To good to last.  

“Well, I must say,” stated 
VAL LYNDER, DEFENDER 
OF ALL THAT IS TRUE,  as 
she waltzed into the office, her 
white polka-dottted umbrella 
with its purple background tap-
ping incessantly on the floor. 
“Someone sent me an e-mail 
using four letter words and 
full of accusations. I couldn’t 
believe it.”

“Who would send you an 
e-mail like that?” I asked in-
credulously.

“It wasn’t directed at me but 
several people,” she responded. 
“I think someone just wanted 
me to know what was happen-
ing. It was directed at people I 
know. Here, take a look.”

“VAL LYNDER’s umbrel-
la began to tap faster. “VAL,” 
I said relax. The law is the law 
and the accusations are false. 
Don’t worry about it.”

“If you say so, but I don’t 
understand why anyone would 
send an e-mail like that. He 

Be Careful and Mindful When Dealing 
With Others But Do Not Be Deceitful

must be paranoid,” she said.
Changing the subject, I 

asked what she thought about 
Artesia’s proposed plan for Pi-
oneer Boulevard. She looked 
at me, as if to say “if you in-
sist.” and then replied, “It 
looks good and I can see why 
the city council wants to make 
their main street into a viable 
downtown street. “Little India” 
is wonderful, a great place to 
shop, but the street needs to be 
upgraded and it needs a mix-
ture of retail and restaurants.”

“That may be true,” I re-
sponded, “but I believe the city 
council and staff  know what 
they are doing.” 

Abruptly she changed the 
subject. “I see Cerritos is final-
ly doing something with that 
lot on the northeast corner of 
Artesia Boulevard and Bloom-
field Ave.”

“It’s been in the works 
for a while,” I said. “They 
have tentatively scheduled a 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
the new apartments this spring. 
The rendering of them looks 
impressive, don’t you think 
so?”

“VAL LYNDER didn’t 
answer right away. “They do 
look impressive,” she finally 
agreed. “Well, I guess I’ll be 
going,” she said, her umbrella 
beginning to sound agitated 
against the floor. “I just don’t 
understand how anyone could 
send an e-mail like that,” she 

said.
“VAL LYNDER,” I said, 

“calm down,” changing the 
subject. I could see she was 
really agitated.“Have you ever 
head of the  Gabrielino Indi-
ans? They lived in Hawaiian 
Gardens before the Spanish 
colonized  the state.”

VAL LYNDER, DE-
FENDER OF ALL THAT 
IS TRUE, looked up. I knew 
she had an interest in history 
and education. “What about 
them?” she asked.

“Both the city of Hawai-
ian Gardens and the ABC Uni-
fied School District are go-
ing to construct a Gabrielino 
Indian Educational Trail  in 
the Sports Complex at Fedde 
Middle School,” I explained. 

“During constructionof 
the complex, they found some 
bones which were later identi-
fied as belonging to the Gabri-
elino Indians.”

“So,” she interrupted me, 
“they feel its important to let the 
students know who inhabited 
Hawaiian Gardens before the 
Spanish acquired California.”

“That’s right,” I said.
“Very commendable,” she 

said. 
I could tell she was still 

upset.   
“Well, I must be going,”  

bringing down her umbrella 
on my desk.

“VAL LYNDER, please 
don’t do that,” I said. 
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By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Around and About 

Optimists Serve Dinner to Families 
at Long Beach Ronald McDonald House

By Larry Caballero

Sergeant Greg Knapp re-
cently spoke to members of 
the Rotary Club of Cerritos-
Artesia at their weekly meet-
ing at the Hometown Buffet 
in Cerritos. “We want Artesia 
residents to feel safe in their 
homes and on the streets every 
day of the year,” he said.

Knapp had been asked to 
present a Public Safety Year 
in Review 2013. It showed 
crimes against property had 
increased 20 percent from a re-
cord low in 2012.  “When the 
crime rate was so low, there is 
usually only one direction to 
go in the following year, and 
that’s up,” said Knapp.

Even so, Artesia is the 
home for more than 16,000 
residents who should feel se-
cure that their law enforcement 
officers are doing their jobs.  
“Educating the community is 
very important in our efforts 
to reduce crime, so we try to 
get the word out in our local 
community newspapers in the 
hopes of encouraging resi-
dents to lock their doors and 
windows, alert their neighbors 

“We checked in the week 
before Thanksgiving and have 
been here ever since,” said 
the young couple sitting at 
the table with their 4-year-old 
son.  “We spent Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s 
right here.”   

We were at dinner with 
many of the temporary resi-
dents of the Ronald McDon-
ald House in Long Beach. The 
“we” was a dozen members 
and friends of the Cerritos Op-
timist Club, who were prepar-
ing and serving dinner for the 
four dozen residents that eve-
ning at the end of January. 

The speaker was the young 
mother of a child who had 
weathered, to that point, a life 
threatening disease. The cancer 
appeared  one day, was diag-
nosed the next and led to emer-
gency treatment at Miller’s 
Children’s Hospital, along with 
quartering at the nearby Mc-
Donald House in Long Beach.  

“It was all a blur” she con-
tinued, “but my God what a 
lifesaving effort it has turned 
out to be. We are going home 
this weekend and can’t thank 
everyone enough.”  

Thanks to Ebie Ghane-
ian, Optimist member who is 
a restaurateur, the family was 
enjoying a full dinner served 
from silver chafing dishes 
prepared by one of the fore-
most caterers in our region 

and personally delivered from 
his facility, Café N Stuff, in 
Downey.  

Ebie had brought along 
Maria from the restaurant,  
while a dozen other Optimists 
were there to essentially  serve 
as gofers and watch Ebie and 
Maria work while they did 
what they are accused of do-
ing best, talking.  The talking 
was a most important part of 
the evening, according to the 
Ronald McDonald staff, who 
helped arrange the event.   

The family members are 
essentially in a period of sus-
pended animation as they await 
the hoped for cure of their child 
to the point that contact with 
other adults is very welcome. 

Conversation in the din-
ing area between Optimists 
and residents was had to do, 
in large part, with the upcom-
ing Super Bowl, and Denver 
seemed to be the overall favor-
ite. (By the time you read this, 
you’ll know how well their 
forecast held.)

Other topics ranged from 
the relative strengths of nearby 
colleges to the perils facing the 
governor of New Jersey. It was 
a welcome return to normalcy 
for those in a stressfully  chal-
lenging situation beyond their 
control.

Optimist President Phil 
Hickok noted that “the conver-
sations were most welcome for 
both the residents and the Op-
timists themselves as an em-
bodiment of the organizations 
motto, “Friend of Youth.” 

He went  on to say that “we 
need to recognize and thank 
those who gave their time, en-
ergy and heart so my personal 

thank you to Brodie Dunn, 
Gary McHatton, Ellen Latino, 
Tim Coomes, Terry Matz, Ray 
Lovell,  Mani Fernando, Mari-
anne and Bob Hughlett, and, 
of course Ebie and Maria.  

We all look forward to 
returning this summer to bar-
beque some steaks for every-
one – and talking about the 
Dodgers and Angels with the 
residents at that time.”

The Ronald McDonald 
House is a home away from 
home for the parents and fami-
lies of children who are being 
treated at several nearby hos-
pitals for cancer and other life 
threatening diseases. The 20 
room facility was occupied by 
a dozen or so children under 
treatment along with 40 par-
ents and family.  

The Optimist Club has 
toured the facility twice in 
the past after making a major 
contribution, which was com-
bined with similar funds from 
the Artesia Cerritos Soropti-
mists, to significantly add to 
the playground area. The din-
ner was the first prepared by 
the Club under a program de-
veloped by the Board and staff 
of the home.    

They also are always look-
ing for volunteers willing to 
donate toys household  items, 
money and time. To find out 
how you can become involved 
visit their website at http://
longbeachrmh.org/, make a 
few clicks, and you are on your 
way to helping  change lives.

Let me know what you 
think of this column and sug-
gest other topics by emailing 
me at b.hughlett@verizon.net.

 

Public Safety Is a 
Priority In Artesia

Addressing the Rotary Club of Cerritos-Artesia at its weekly meeting was 
Sergeant Greg Knapp, with the LA County Sheriff’s Department, who was 
welcomed by Acting President Sharun Carlson.

when they will be on vacation, 
and invite Volunteers on Pa-
trol to homes to check for any 
forced entry,” said Knapp.

School programs also help 
to educate children and their 
parents on numerous local nui-
sance crimes that take away 
valuable time from deputies 
who could be working to solve 
more serious crimes.

In 2013, there were 323 
property crimes committed 
in Artesia that include: 176 
crimes of theft, 91 of bur-
glary, 55 of grand theft auto,  
one act of arson.   

There was very little 
change in crimes against per-
sons in 2013 as compared with 
the previous year with a total 
of 33 assaults, 28 robberies, 
2 homicides, and no reported 
rapes.

Knapp is a 25-year veteran 
who has served Artesia for the 
last six years and is proud in 
recruiting “many exceptional 
deputies who have made an 
impact in the community.”

Knapp encouraged all res-
idents to attend a free Public 
Safety Expo and Youth Safety 
Day Feb. 22 from 10:00 a.m.-

office, and those tickets will 
be rescinded.

Mayor Pro-Tem Miguel 
Canales said both residents 
and merchants need to coexist 
and that the long term solution 
is to build a parking structure. 

He said the city is listen-
ing to residents and merchants’ 
complaints and the refine-
ments proposed address those 
concerns.  This is a continuing 
process, he said, and as other 
issues come forth, changes 

will be made to make this new 
regulation work better for all 
Artesians. 

The six solutions approved 
by the city council are:  

•  Issue one permit to each 
residential property owner in 
the defined area if they are not 
a  resident of that area.

• Expand permit park-
ing area on southerly Albur-
tis Ave. from 187th Street to 
188th Street.

•  Remove the three-hour 
parking permit limit from 
downtown streets including 
Pioneer Boulevard

• Provide paid parking 
spaces on the southerly end 
of Pioneer Boulevard between 
Metropolitan Transport  Au-
thority property and 188th 
Street.

• Provide paid parking 
spaces on 187th Street West 
of Pioneer Boulevard and 
between the alley West of  
Pioneer Boulevard to Corby      

Avenue.
• Allow the downtown 

merchants and their employ-
ees to pay for reserved parking 
spaces at City Parking Lot us-
ing a discounted parking rate 
system. 

Pioneer Boulevard 
Improvement Project 

Another community meet-
ing was held earlier Tuesday to 
discuss which plans to select 
for the project. Among all the 
proposed projects, Plan D is 
the agreed-upon favorite; how-
ever, it will cost approximately 
an additional $250,000.  

Councilmember, Ali Saj-
jad Taj suggested that perhaps 
a deadline should be set for the 
council to make its final deci-
sion on which proposal to se-
lect for the Pioneer Boulevard 
improvement project. 

The next City Council up-
date meeting is scheduled for 
March 10.

Artesia Votes on Parking Regulations From Page 1

Celebrating the Chinese Lunar New Year on Feb. 15 with the Cerritos 
Chinese Senior Citizens Association at the Cerritos Senior Center were: 
(top l-r) Former Cerritos Mayor Laura Lee, ABC School Boardmem-
bers Olympia Chen and Soo Yoo, and ABC School Board President 
Sophia Tse, (bottom l-r) Congresswoman Linda Sanchez, Assembly-
woman Cristina Garcia, and Cerritos Mayor Pro-Tem Mark Pulido.

 Celebrating the Chinese New Year!
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Da' Hawaii Seniors Club musicians performed at the Feb. 1 Festival of Friendship, sponsored by the City of 
Cerritos, the Let Freedom Ring Committee and the Los Cerritos Center. The festival provides the community 
with a unique opportunity to learn about the rich diversity in the city of Cerritos through a variety of cutural 
performances on three different stages in the Los Cerritos Center.  Da' Hawaii Seniors Club musicians played 
their ukuleles and guitars as they sang six songs in Hawaiian and English on the stage in front of Forever 21 at 
12 p.m.  Seated at front is the club's announcer, Jan Kaneshiro. Standing in the front row at left is Hedy Harrison 
Anduha, the club's Vice-President of Public Performances.  

Cerritos College will hold 
its third annaual Hall of Fame 
Dinner and induction ceremo-
ny Mar. 13 at the Double Tree 
by the Hilton Hotel in Nor-
walk.

The event will include 
introductions of inductees, 
audio visual highlights, din-
ner, no host bar and live band.  
Reservations should be made 
by Friday, Feb. 21. To make 
a reservation online visit htp/
teamworkfundraising.net/cer-

Cerritos College Holds 3rd 
Annual Hall of Fame Dinner

ritos/HOFNamquet/cerritos_
HOFBanquet.html. View Invi-
tation and reservation form on 
this website.

Cost per person is $65, 
$600 per table of 10 if re-
served by Feb. 21. If reserved 
between Feb. 22-28, the cost is 
$75 per person, $700 per table 
of 10.  Contact Cheryl Thury/
President’s office at (562) 860-
2451 ext. 2206 or Janice Cole, 
Cerritos College Foundation, 
(562) 660-2451 ext 2526.

The 2014 Class of Inductees:

Distinguished Female Athlete  
Shelley Hall (Basketball)

Distinguished Male Athlete 
Antonia McKee (Wrestling)

Distinguished Coach - Nancy Kelly (Softball)
Distinguished Alumnus  

Eric Draper (Class of 1985)

Distinguished Classified Employee
Carmen Garcaia (Communication Center)

Distinguished Faculty  
John Boyle (Biology)

Distinguished Corporate Sponsor 
Southern California Edison

Distinguished President’s Award of Excellence
Nello Di Corpo

LOVE IS A CIRCUS
Valentine’s Dinner Dance
Cerritos Senior CenteR •  FEB. 7, 2014

The Friends of the Cer-
ritos Library sponsored their 
10th Mystery on the Menu 
luncheon Jan. 25 in the Sky-
line Room of the Cerritos Li-
brary. 

The luncheon featured 15 
award-winning mystery au-
thors. The authors were: Mar-
cia Clark, Carol Costa, Dianne 
Emley, Bill Fitzhugh, Denise 
Hamilton, Betty Hechtman, 
Naomi Hirahara, Sue Ann Jaf-
farian, Dick Lochte, D.P. Lyle, 
Gary Phillips, James R. Pres-
ton, Pamela Samuels-Young, 
John Shannon, and Jeri West-
erson. 

The event was sold out 
with 180 in attendance. The 
authors participated in three 
panel discussions of their 
backgrounds, new books, and 
insights into their world of 
mystery writing. 

Lunch was served, and 
door prizes were won by 
guests. Books were available 
for purchase and all authors 
were present after the lun-
cheon to sign their books. 

To celebrate their 10th 
anniversary, the Friends pre-
sented a $5 gift card to each 
guest to be used with a book 
purchased that day. 

Friends of Cerritos Library Hold 
10th Annual Mystery Luncheon

MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595

www.michaelsfieldslaw.com/

Da’ Hawaii Seniors Perform at Festival of Friendship
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12612 South Street, Cerritos 
 (Corner of South & Bloomfield)

www.ave3pizza.com
562-865-9215

Restaurants!!!

Advertise with us, and we will                                 
write  a tasty review for you!

Call William Lee

818-633-3367

Bring  Your Family, Friends and Team for Sports Fun!
Good Food!  Good Fun!  Good Times!

13357 South Street at Carmenita  
Cerritos, CA  90703

562-860-7005

Only

$5.99
Domestic

 Beer 
Pitcher  
$8.95

Burger Special                
   Monday

Cheeseburger 
& Fries

Baby Back Ribs Are BackOnly

$9.95 w/ mashed potatoes, gravy,  cole slaw or vegetables

Mon-FriBreakfast Special    $4.992 eggs, 2 slices bacon or 
sausage, 2 slices toast

only  

Team Special
Free Appetizer

For 4 or more players 
from same team

Wear your jersies!

All-Day Drink 
Specials

20 HD TVs
Dolby Sound

Full Service Patio
With HD TV

smoking on patio

Appetizers • Steaks 
     Pasta & More

10 Different Omelets
Every Day

10% Senior Discount
All Week Long

www.grandstandgrill.
com

Wing 

Wednesdays

$7.99
a plate

Open daily 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.

HAMBURGERS! 
HAMBURGERS!
#1 America's favorite food?  You guessed 
it, Hamburgers! According to industry re-
search firm Technomic in 2012, Americans 
consumed three hamburgers per week. 

Cheeseburgers and Hamburgers account 
for 71 percent of all beef served commercial-
ly in the U. S. Wendy's has overtaken Burger 
King as the No. 2  U.S. burger chain. 

Burger King had been in the No. 2 spot 
since 1972, but of course, McDonald's is 
way out in front with $34 billion sales, while 
Wendy's sales totaled $8.5 billion, and Burg-
er King, $8.4 billion. Five Guys Burgers and 
Fries ranked as the fastest-growing burger 
chain in the U.S. 

Bambu Serves Tasty Drinks
Two months ago, Bambu opened in 

Cerritos. It is not your usual eating place; 
in fact, it is a drinking place. There are no 
alcoholic beverages, and desserts are served  
as drinks.  

Bambu offers milk and teas, hot or cold 
drinks, smoothies and 24 different dessert 
drinks. Their best seller dessert is the Bam-
bu Special at $4.75, which consists of fresh 
coconut, pandan jelly, longan, basil seed and 
coconut juice.              

Their drinks are mainly for take-out, 
but they provide small tables and benches in 
case you prefer to sit down there. I tried the 
Honeydew Smoothie and Bambu Special 
dessert, and they are delicious. Come in and 
try it yourself.

      
Bambu Desserts & Drinks

11408 South Street
Cerritos, CA 90703

(562) 991-5263

Woodlands Offers Tasty Cuisine of Southern India
By Linda Bock & William Lee 

Having lunch with old friends 
and enjoying good food is always 
one of the best dining experiences I 
can imagine. So I really looked for-
ward to having lunch at Woodlands 
last week and visiting with owners 
Kerman and Arnavaz Dungore. They 
have given Woodlands a much light-
er, more modern look since their ren-
ovation, but you can still expect truly 
authentic Southern Indian Cuisine. 
Yes, the dosas are still fantastic.

In the past, Woodlands offered 
a strictly vegetarian menu. Since the 
renovation, Kerman and Arnavaz 
have added some very tasty chick-
en, lamb and goat dishes, as well as 
flavorful fish, crab and shrimp.  

Additionally, they are offering 
fusion dishes blending Chinese and 
Indian cuisine. Being true to their 
Southern Indian heritage, they of-
fer 17 different dosas (huge, crispy 
crepes that can be dipped in deli-
cious sauces or stuffed with a vari-
ety of vegetables). 

Woodlands is well known for its 
Special Onion Rava Masala Dosa, 

which is a thin rice cake stuffed 
with onion, potato masala cooked 
in ghee. The Woodlands SP Spring 
dosa is a wonderful mixture of on-
ion, cabbage, carrot and green onion 
served in a spiced crepe. Of course, 
you will find all the traditional dosas 
here, like Masala, Mysore and Paper 
dosas with prices starting at $6.99. 
I love the different dipping sauces 
that are served with them.

We especially enjoyed the 
Chicken Murg Malai Kabob with 
tender, boneless white chicken meat 
marinated in cream cheese, peppers, 
cilantro and spices, then cooked in 
the tandoor. The taste lingers on the 
palate, giving a really nice depth of 
flavor that is subtle, not spicy hot or 
overwhelming. 

You’ll find four uthappam, or 
rice pancake dishes ranging from 
$6.25 to $8. The buffet lunch, which 
is offered daily, includes a wide 
choice of vegetarian and non-vege-
tarian dishes.

The price is $7.99 during the 
week and $9.99 on Saturday and 
Sunday.  Such dishes as Chicken 65, 
so called because it was traditionally 

made with 65 spices, offers lots of fla-
vor, and the chicken is very tender. 

Woodlands now offers three 
fried rice dishes: one with Vegeta-
ble Manchurian, another with Gobi 
Manchurian and the third with Chili 
Paneer. 

The “Chef’s Special” features a 
thali for $10.99, complete with sam-
bar, rasam, avail, koottu, poriyal, 
two North Indian curries, yogurt, 
pickle, dessert and chapathi.

Other popular dishes include 
Guttivankaya Kura (eggplant in 
peanut sauce), Hariyali Kofta Curry 
(grounded vegetable dumplings in a 
spinach sauce) and Vegetable Chet-
tinadu (vegetables cooked in a spicy 
South Indian sauce). Main vegetable 
entrees are either $9.99 or $10.99. 

Woodlands has a full bar of-
fering your favorite cocktails and 
mocktails. Woodlands has become 
a popular spot for parties, quincean-
eras, business meetings and fam-
ily gatherings. Call Woodlands for 
more details.

Woodlands is located at 11833 
Pioneer Blvd., Artesia. 562-860-
4000. It is open 7 days a week.
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Cerritos Library Featured in Article 
‘50 Most Beautiful Libraries in the World’

Cerritos Millenium Li-
brrary is pioneering in more 
than one way. As well as be-
ing the USA’s first building 
to be covered with titanium 
paneling, it has also been 
termed the first “Experience 
Library,” because the facility 
puts a spotlight on fascinating 
themed areas, stunning art and 

interesting architecture. 
There is a children’s li-

brary that incorporates a ma-
rine aquarium with coral and 
sharks, while for the more 
grown-up scholar, the Old 
World Reading Room is in-
spired by 19th-century Euro-
pean design and is outfitted 
with chandeliers and a fire-

place. Californian architects  
Charkles Walton Associates 
were responsible for the sleek 
and shining addition to the 
city, and the building was fin-
ished in 2002
Source: 
w w w. b e s t v a l u e s c h o o l s .
com/50-most-beautiful-librar-
ies-in-the-world/

have drug habits and mental 
health problems. Los Angeles 
Sheriff’s Department is very 
good at dealing with these 
problems. 

Turning to the  bad public-
ity  the department has recently 
been getting,  he said,  “Let me 
tell you, the department has 
more than 100,000 employ-
ees. Ninety-nine percent of the 
men and woman that make up 
our Sheriff’s Department are 
not bad. 

“The actions of a few 
should not reflect on the de-
partment as a whole,” he said.

He said Los Angeles has  a 
new sheriff, on loan from Or-
ange County until a permanent 
one is elected next November. 

Knabe Calls for a ‘War on Human Trafficking’
State of the County at Chamber Luncheon

“He’s not running for office, he 
said. “He’s on loan to us and 
has worked in the past with the 
department. Orange County 
wants him back.”

Turning to the Affordable 
Care Act, which went into ef-
fect on Jan. 1 of this year, he 
said there is a lot of discussion 
on universal coverage. He said 
the act is supposed to give uni-
versal coverage. 

“That is not the case,” he 
asserted. “However,  our job 
in the county is to take care 
of those that need help.” He 
said the county was working 
with many groups to see that 
people have medical coverage. 
He cited California Coverage 
and said the population have a 

choice under it to select their 
medical coverage, whether it 
be county or private. 

Changing the subject, he 
asked how many in the room 
would like public transporta-
tion to the Los Angeles Air-
port. “We are working on 
that.” He said another project 
they are working on is upgrad-
ing the county libraries. “We 
plan to spend $45 million in 
this endeavor,” he said. 

The supervisor concluded 
his talk by reminding those in 
the room that his term of of-
fice is not over until 2016, and 
he will be working until he 
leaves. “We still have a lot of 
work ahead of us,” he remind-
ed them.

Attending the Feb. 13 Cerritos Chamber of Commerce luncheon are (l-r) Pao Ling  Guo, Principal 
of the ABC Adult Education School, Attorney Patrick Stacker, Commander of the Cerritos Sheriff 
Station Keith Swensson and Cerritos Councilmember Carol Chen.

From Page 1

Recreation Director Steve 
Gomez also announced the city 
will host a three-round amateur 
boxing show from 9 a.m. until 
noon on Feb. 22. He explained 
this is part of the city’s box-
ing program. Responding to a 
question from Council-mem-
ber Mariana Rios, he said the 
city hosts four amateur boxing 
programs annually.

During council comments 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bruce said he 
took 34 young people from the 
Way Out Ministry to visit Fire 
Engine 34 in Hawaiian Gar-
dens. He said the kids had a 
good time, and the firemen on 
duty enjoyed taking them on a 
tour of the station.  

During the visit he noticed 
their washer and dryer weren’t 
working, preventing the fire-
fighters from washing  their 
clothes. Later, when he got 
back to City Hall, he inquired 
if the city could help. It did. 

“We bought them a new 
washer and dryer. They can 
now wash their clothes.” He 
also noted the building, which 
was built in 1950, needed re-
pairs. “The city can’t help with 
that,” he said.

Gabrielino Indians
At its  previous meeting on 

Jan. 28, the council approved 
a memorandum of understand-
ing between the city and the 
ABC Unified School District 
for the funding and construc-
tion of the Gabrielino Indian 
Educational Trail at Fedde 
Middle School.

City Councilman Mike 
Gomez explained that dur-
ing construction of the Sports 
Complex at Fedde, remains of 
the Gabrielino Indians, who 
once settled in the city prior 
to the Spanish colonization of 
California, were found on the 
grounds of the school. 

Both the City and ABC 
agreed it was important to 
recognize this part of history. 
As a result, the conception of 
a Gabrielino Indian Educa-
tional Trail was born which 
will enhance the community 
appreciation for the prior set-
tlers of the land and provide 
educational opportunities for 
the community.

The city will disburse 
$50,000 in fiscal year 2013-
14 and $201,000 in fiscal year 
2014-15 for a total amount of 
$251,000. The District will uti-
lize the funds deposited by the 
city to make direct payments 
for design and construction of 
the project. 

Hawaiian Gardens Council 
Offers Tax Amnesty From Page 3

The City Wide Pride pro-
gram recognizes Cerritos resi-
dents who maintain their prop-
erties extremely well. There 
will be 70 awards presented 
this year for superior mainte-
nance, exceptional design or 
other characteristics that ex-
emplify excellence in property 
appearance. 

The Property Preservation 
Commission, responsible for 
implementing the program, 
appreciates your help in find-
ing these exemplary properties 
in our community.

Please use the form online 
and submit your nominations 
via e-mail to the City's Com-
munity Safety Division by 5 
p.m. Tuesday, April 1, 2014.

Residents of Cerritos may 
also complete the form they 
recieved in “The Cerritos 
News.”

Cerritos City Wide Pride
The City Wide Pride 

Beautification Program was 
created in 1990 by the Cerritos 
City Council with the goal of 
preserving and enhancing the 
beautiful, park-like appear-
ance of the residential neigh-
borhoods in Cerritos. 

The program is coordi-
nated by the Property Preser-
vation Commission to honor 
hardworking property owners 
for outstanding maintenance 
of their homes.

Above all, the program 
is meant to serve as a cata-
lyst, encouraging all Cerritos 
residents to take pride in their 
homes. 

To involve and honor as 
many property owners as pos-
sible, the Commission adopted 
a policy that homes receiv-
ing a Grand Prize Award will 
be ineligible for a subsequent 
award for one year. 

With this policy, more than 
1,800 deserving honorees have 
been recognized from 1990 to 
the present.

For more information, call 
(562) 916-1203.
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Are you having problems 
with your human? Please 
email me at mkimsey@
thegatewayguardian.com.  
Don’t forget to send along 
a photo.

Duchess is a gorgeous, 
5-year-old English bulldog 
who loves her mistress and 
cookies. She is in the process 
of writing her autobiography.

Dear Duchess,
Well, you were right, 

as usual! We had a blast at 
the Bulldog Beauty Contest! 
There were so many darling 
and big and beautiful bull-
dogs that I nearly passed out 
from sheer delight. I also 
saw some other breeds and 
some mutts, too. Congratu-
lations on your big win. You 
look beyond fabulous. 
 
 Your biggest fans,
 Ricky and Rusty

Dear Ricky & Rusty,
Thank you very much!!!

Dear Duchess,
I had a horrible Valen-

tine’s Day with my one and 
only. He just does not know 
how to plan a romantic eve-
ning. This happens every 
year. What should I do?
 Tearful in Cerritos

Dear Tearful,
Get a new one and only 

or maybe one or two one 
and onlys!  You can borrow 
a few of my leftovers. 

Assemblymember Cris-
tina Garcia is pleased to an-
nounce that Bell Garden’s 
residents Sally and Ron Hoyt, 
are the winners of her 58th           
Assembly District “There 
Ought to Be a Law” contest.

 “Throughout our years 
of being active in elections, 
we’ve noticed that some vote-
by-mail applications have a 
different return address than 
to the county registrar,” Ron 
Hoyt said. 

“This is an official docu-
ment and feel strongly that 
voters have the right choose 
that political campaigns not 
handle their ballot request,” he 
concluded.

 Assemblymember Garcia 

Assemblymember Garcia Announces Winner         
of her First “There Ought to Be a Law” Contest

said that she was pleased with 
the results of her first “There 
Ought to Be a Law” contest 
and encouraged all residents to 
participate again next year.

“I wanted my constituents 
to have a voice and an oppor-
tunity to be a part of the legis-
lative process, and see how a 
bill moves through the Legis-
lature,” she said.  

“I’m excited to carry AB 
1596, an idea drawn from the 
Hoyt’s experiences in their 
community and congratulate 
them for having their proposal 
chosen as the top entry.”

 “I thank all of those who 
took the time to enter.  In the 
coming years I would like to 
make the contest even bigger 

and give people more opportu-
nities to bring to the legislature 
potential solutions to problems 
that affect them and their com-
munities,” she concluded.

 The contest was open to 
all residents of the 58th As-
sembly District, who were 
encouraged to enter and bring 
their ideas for legislation for-
ward. In total, more than two 
dozen proposals were submit-
ted, reviewed and considered.  

For submitting the win-
ning entry, the Hoyts will 
have the opportunity to travel 
to Sacramento to testify be-
fore an Assembly Committee 
on the merits of the bill, and 
will have lunch with Assem-
blymember Garcia.

Continuing his strong 
stream of support of public 
safety organizations, Tony 
Mendoza announced that he 
has received the support of   
the men and women of the 
Montebello Firefighters Asso-
ciation.

“It is a privilege to sup-
port a leader of your stature 
that cares and is dedicated 
to keeping first-rate Fire and 
Paramedic protection for your 
constituents,” said Michael 
Age, President of the Monte-
bello Firefighters Association 
in a letter to Mendoza's cam-
paign.   

“Montebello Firefighters 
will stand by your side in let-

Montebello Firefighters
Unite Behind Tony Mendoza
Mendoza Continues to Sweep Up Support 
of Public Safety Organizations

ting the voters know that they 
can count on you to make sure 
public safety is a priority in the 
senate and in the future.  The 
people can count on you to 
make sure their livelihood and 
health are what comes first.”

“I'm honored to have the 
backing of the brave men and 
women of the Montebello 
Firefighters Association,” said 
Mendoza. “Having the support 
of our first responders who 
risk their lives on a daily ba-
sis so that we may enjoy ours 
is extremely humbling. As a 
member of the State Senate, I 
will make sure that our pub-
lic safety employees have the 
support they need to continue 
doing their jobs well and I look 
forward to standing with them 
in this campaign and beyond.”

Mendoza's public safety 
endorsements also include the 
Association for Los Angeles 
Deputy Sheriffs (ALADS), 
the California Association of 
Highway Patrolmen (CAHP), 
the Police Officers Research 
Association of California (PO-
RAC), the California Profes-
sional Firefighters and CAL-
FIRE.

 

By Christina Alosi

An Opportunity to Win 
MAC Cosmetics, OPI, a Two-
Night Stay at the Biltmore 
Embassy Suites and a Gift 
Card Tree worth over $600 are 
just some of the prizes you can 
win by attending the Soropti-
mist International of Artesia-
Cerritos’ annual Monte Carlo 
night on March 1.  

Winning prizes, gam-
ing tables and good food are 
what attendees of the event 
have come to expect. They 
also get the gift of satisfaction, 
knowing they are making a 
difference in the life of a per-
son they have never meet but               

Soroptimist Monte Carlo Night Offers Fabulous Prizes
who is in need.  

Loss of funding affects 
charities each year. “This af-
fects us on a community 
level,” said Co-Chair Susan 
Green. “Organizations that 
benefit from this event help 
support women and girls right 
here in our community.  They 
need our help to pay for their 
books for college or help give 
shelter in a domestic violence 
situation, or counsel a child 
who has been abused.”  

“Each year in April, 
our Club awards women 
with various scholarships 
through Women’s Opportunity 
Awards,” said Betty Hyatt Co-
President of the Club.  

“Seeing the faces of these 
deserving women who receive 
the awards and knowing we 
have made a difference in their 
lives, makes all the work we 
do worth it,” she said.  

Tickets for the event are 
$65, and it will be held at the 
Centre at Sycamore Plaza, 
5000 Clark Ave., Lakewood. 
Sponsorships range from $100 
to $5000. Additionally, our 
sponsors have signage at the 
event.  All donations and prize 
items, whether large or small, 
are greatly appreciated. 

For more information 
regarding sponsorships, do-
nations, or tickets call Betty 
Hyatt at (562) 221-9675.

BUSINESS NETWORKING MIXER
 
Spend an evening at Ferrari's A'Roma Ristorante. Enjoy great food while meeting other Chamber              
members at one of the area's finest restaurants.
 
Great Food  | Complimentary Refreshments  •  Business Card Drawing | Networking & Fun
Chamber Members: Please be our guest • Non-Chamber Members: $20/person 
Please RSVP to the Chamber  Phone: 562/467-0800  Email: chamber@cerritos.org   Fax: 562/467-0840

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26
     5:00 - 7:00 pm
 

30 Centerpointe Drive - La Palma
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, LLC
WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

scott@angelesinstitute.edu     www.angelesinstitute.edu

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Place Your Ad Here 
For Only $10

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com 
562.493.6653

Consumer Banking
11900 South St.
Cerritos, CA 90703

Telephone:  562-865-1839
Facsimile:   562-865-3569
ServiceLine:  800-935-9935

Donald D. Kent
Relationship Banker
Vice President
NMLS ID: 671237

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD 

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

      Share Your Church News    
          With our Readers

Please submit information about:
     • Church Services
     •  Bible Study Classes
     • Special Events      
     •  Youth Activities
     • Afterschool & Preschool Programs

  Brandon Glass
  Senior Inspector

11432 South St.  #222
Cerritos, CA  90703

Toll Free: (855) 303-2UHI
                   2844

Cell:/Text: (714) 307-5601

www.brandonglasshomeinspection.com
www.homeinspectionsservices.com

uniquehomeinspections@yahoo.com

Hearing the Word
Jesus said to his disciples: 

“No one can serve two mas-
ters. He will either hate one 
and love the other, or be de-
voted to one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God 
and mammon.” 

Therefore I tell you, do 
not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you 
will drink, or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food and the body 
more than clothing? 

Look at the birds in the 
sky; they do not sow or reap, 
they gather nothing into barns, 
yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not more im-
portant than they? 

Learn from the way the 
wild flowers grow. They do 
not work or spin. But I tell you 
that not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was clothed like 
one of them. 

If God so clothes the grass 
of the field, which grows today 
and is thrown into the oven 

tomorrow, will he not much 
more provide for you, O you 
of little faith. 

So, do not worry. All 
these things God will pro-
vide for  you. Your heavenly 
Father knows that you need 
all of them. But seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righ-
teousness, and all these things 
will be given to you.” (Mat-
thew 6:24-33)

Reflecting on the Word
What we can learn from 

these words is that we are de-
pendent on the natural world 
for our physical wellbeing, 
and sometimes for our spiri-
tual wellbeing, too. Today’s 
message reminds us that na-
ture is our teacher; the birds, 
the grass, the mountains and 
the stars. 

No matter where we live, 
all that we have to do is to look 
around and we will see God’s 
miracle of life. Even in the 
darkness of the night, we can 
look up and see the sky with 

the stars sending us a message 
of hope. 

When confined in a con-
centration camp, the Jewish 
writer Etty Hillsum found 
strength in looking out of a 
window and seeing a tree out-
side. A tree that reminded her 
that God created joy in nature 
to tell us that He is taking care 
of us. 

By paying attention to our 
natural surroundings, we are 
reminded that we are part of 
this universe that we live in 
and that we are part of some-
thing much bigger than our-
selves. 

As we look to God for our 
spiritual wellbeing, we can 
look to the splendor that God 
has created for us. This will re-
mind us that God will give us 
all things that we need and that 
God knows what we need. He 
will answer our prayers some-
times not in the way that we 
think or want, but the way God 
knows what is best for us. 

Living the Word
Lord send me out today to 

see the beauty of your creation. 
Send me out with wisdom to 
know the right words to offer 
kindness to someone who is 
hurt. Send me out with peace 
and joy that I might bring hope 
to someone who is hurt. Send 
me out with the Good News to 
all of those who are hurt and 
looking for Your presence. 

FAITH

12229 Del Amo Blvd. Cerritos, CA 90703
  (562) 809-4143   cerritosnazarene.com

See the Beauty of God’s Creation

Join Us
Sunday Morning - 10 a.m. • Sunday Evening - 5 p.m. 

Wednesday: Adult Class - 6:30 p.m. 
         Choir - 6 p.m.  •  Kids - 6:30 p.m. 

Friday: Youth - 7 p.m.

FREE 
CONCERT

The Blackwood 
Quartet

Saturday, Feb. 22

4 p.m.

Where Friendship and Faith Grow 
in a Multicultural Community

18523 South Arline Ave. Artesia, CA 90701    Phone: (562) 
860-1309 FAX (562) 924-9096

Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. Sunday

We are a mid-sized, English speaking congregation, and we minis-
ter to people of all ages. We have a strong church school program 
for children, youth and adults. This church is a place where people 
come to joyfully praise God, to study God’s inspired word, to 
prepare and support mission projects, to uplift personal and social 
holiness, and  to prepare ourselves to be ministers and servants of 
Jesus Christ in the world. We believe we are to love God with all 
our being - body, mind and spirit.
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By Janet Beach

Three ABC high school 
students took the top honors 
recently in the Optimist Club’s 
annual essay contest. The 
theme of the esssay was “How 
Dreams Lead to Success.”

The first place winner is 
Michelle Whang from Whit-
ney High School. Her advisor 
was RoseEllen Shea, and the 
Principal is Rhonda Buss.

Second place went to  
Bria Overs from Artesia High 
School. Her advisors were 
Rosi Gomez and Counselor 
Janet Orozco. The Principal is 
Sergio Garcia.

Hannah Morris from Cer-
ritos High School took third 
place. Her advisor was Denise 
Weuve, and the Principal is 
Janice Peterson.

Each of the winners, along 
with a parent and school rep-

3 Students Take Top Honors 
in Optimist Essay Contest

Showing off the certificates they received at the Optimist Club meeting on 
Feb. 6, (l to r) Hannah Morris, Bria Overs and Michelle Whang take the top 
three places in the club’s essay contest.

La Palma Residents 
Can Celebrate
 Green Living by 
Planting a Tree

The City of La Palma is en-
couraging all residents to plant 
a new tree in their front yard. 
To help with the cost, the City 
has established a Residential 
Tree Planting Rebate Program 
for the planting of trees in resi-
dential front yards. The rebate 
program is funded through the 
generous support of Southern 
California Edison.

Property owners of single-
family detached homes in La 
Palma can apply for a rebate 
of up to $75 for the cost of 
trees, staking materials, and 
planting. 

The homeowner must pur-
chase and plant the trees fol-
lowing the City’s guidelines 
and is responsible for all fu-
ture maintenance and care of 
the tree. Program guidelines 
are available at www.cityofla-
palma.org/Tree Rebate.

The La Palma City Coun-
cil recently conducted its an-
nual goal setting process and 
approved three priority goals 
for the year. The priority goals 
are to: receive a staff plan for 
a balanced 2014/15 budget 
by the end of February 2014; 
maintain and improve quality 
of life in the community; and 
approve a General Plan by the 
end of the fiscal year.

Some specifics under these 
goals include: no use of re-
serves for the City’s operations 
budget, maintain a strong and 
effective Police Department, 
improve communications with 
the public, and continue to ad-
dress the school district situa-
tion to let La Palma children 
attend La Palma schools.

A complete listing of the 
goals can be found on the City’s 
Goals website. The goals are 
utilized by the organization in 
setting priorities and judging 
its success. Goals are reported 
quarterly and these reports are 
also available on the website, 
as the year progresses.

The La Palma City Coun-
cil holds regular meetings on 
the first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers located at 
7822 Walker Street, La Palma, 
CA 90623. The community is 
always encouraged to attend 
and participate.

La Palma Adopts 
Goals for 2014

Cerritos Residential Trash 
Fees Raised 88 Cents  

12229 Del Amo Blvd. Cerritos, CA 90703
  (562) 809-4143   cerritosnazarene.com

CLIP AND BRING THIS WITH YOU!!

resentatives, were invited to 
the Optimists’ breakfast meet-
ing on Feb. 6. At that time, 
Marty Flax and James Kang, 
co-chairs of the essay contest,  
presented them with certifi-
cates and monetary awards.

Michelle received $300 
award for first place, Bria won 
$200 and Hannah, $100.

Michelle’s essay will be 
forwarded to the District lev-
el and she will compete for a 
$2,500 scholarship in May..

The Optimists’ upcoming 
Oratorical contests will have 
the girls compete Feb. 27 at 
the Cerritos Library’s Skyline 
Room at 6 p.m.

The boys will compete on 
the following Thursday, March 
6 at 6 p.m. at Liberty Park.

They too will be compet-
ing for scholarships and the 
topic is “How My Passions 
Affect the World.”

Cerritos Optimists Club
Creating a More Optimistic Future for Kids

Check Us Out!
www.Facebook.com/CerritosOptimists

MARDI GRAS

MARCH 4

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil approved an increase of 88 
cents for residential pickup of 
the city’s solid waste collec-
tion program by CalMet Ser-
vices at its Feb. 13 meeting. 

Environmental Services 
Manager Mike O’Grady this 
said would raise the maximum  
monthly rate to $16.97. At the 
same time he noted the new 
monthly rate limit continues 
to compare favorably with the 
rates charged in surrounding 
cities. 

The new rates will be im-
plemented with the next billing 
cycle, and assess retroactive 
charges from Jan.  For residen-
tial customers, this amounts to 
a retroactive charge of $1.76 
on their March/April 2014 in-
voice.

O’Grady said the closure 
of the Puente Hills Landfill on 
Nov. 1, 2013 brought a signifi-
cant change to the cost of pro-
cessing green waste. Since its 
closure, green waste delivered 
to Puente Hills is processed 
through their material recov-
ery facility at a rate of $37.50 
per ton. 

Consequently, the index 
used on the rate adjustment 
formula reflects a 56% in-
crease in the cost of process-
ing green waste, which had a 
significant impact on CalMet’s 
operational expense .

He said dispute the in-
crease the new rate compares 
favorably with surrounding 
cities collection rates:

Cypress - $15.77; Buena 

Park - $16,56; Paramount 0 
$16.95; La Palma -$16.98; 
Downey - $17.27; Bellflower 
-$18.23;  Lakewood -$18.49;

La Mirada -$19.22; Nor-
walk -$20.79; Santa Fe Springs 
-$20.81; and Artesia - $22.71.

In other business the 
council approved a resolution 
declaring its intention to es-
tablish a Community Facilities 
District for a residential devel-
opment located at 18810 Pio-
neer Blvd. Current  Planning 
Manager said a public hearing 
will be held Feb. 27.

The council also approved 
an extension of its audit con-
tract with the city auditors Pun 
& McGeady. Finance Manager 
Sergio Vidal says it is annual 
mandated process conducted 
by outside auditors. 

He said the propose of an 
audit on the city and Successor 
Agency financial statements is 
to obtain an opinion from an 
independent party to verify 
conformance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Prin-
ciples and related government 
accounting standards.

Mayor Bruce Barrows 
asked if the city normally 
changes auditors every two 
year. McGeady said yes but 
given the unprecedented com-
plexity of the issues regarding 
redevelopment dissolution, the 
unique reporting requirements 
of the City’s Electric Utility 
and the ongoing economic cli-
mate confronting municipali-
ties, staff believes it would be 
beneficial to utilize Pun and 
McGeady’s experience with 
the city for another year.
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SUNDAY, MARCH 16
11446 Artesia Blvd., Artesia, CA  90701

www.eastwesticepalace.com
562-809-6200

Feb 28 (Fri)  FREE Beginner Skating Lessons! 
From 6 - 6:30 p.m.

March 16 (Sun) Destination Sochi Competition  
Come watch skaters of all levels from East West Ice Palace, 
Center Ice Arena, LAFSC and AYFSC compete individually    
and in teams!

March 23 (Sun)  USFS Spring Training Camp 
This camp is geared towards pre-juvenile through intermediate 
level athletes working to get a competitive head start prior to 
the summer competition season. The 2014 U.S. Figure Skating 
Spring Training Camp is a one-day camp, modeled after the 
U.S. Figure Skating National Program Components Camp, and 
will feature elite faculty members selected for their expertise in 
teaching athletes skills in the program components area. 

$25 (2 games w/shoes, ball & goody bag)

•   Friends & Families or Sponsor a Marine 
•   Lane Sponsors - $50 (full page) & $25 (half page)

Deadline to Register:  March 8, 2014

S p o n s o r e d  B y
The 1st Combat Engineer Battalion (CEB) Adoption Committee is an all-
volunteer, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions are tax deduct-
ible to the full extent of the law. All funds are used for the benefit of the 1st 
CEB Marines and their families. The 1st CEB Battalion from Camp Pendle-
ton was officially adopted by the City of Cerritos on Nov. 11, 2007.

F o r  I n f o  a n d  L a n e  S p o n s o r s h i p  C o n t a c t :
Laurie Forward   H: 562-926-5971  C: 310-738-3187                

13650 Hart Drive, Cerritos, CA  90703 

OR   Joanne Witt    562-233-9671                             

Please make checks payable to: 1st CEB Adoption Committee or 1st CEB AC

5th Annual 1st CEB 

BOWL-A-THON
Saturday, March 15, 2014  

Registration: 12:30 p.m. – Bowling:  1 p.m.

AMF Cerritos Lanes 
18811 Carmenita Rd, CerritosEAST WEST ICE PALACE


