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  INSIDE

CCPA Ticket Sales Reach 
$2 Million for 2017-18 Season

                See Fake News Page 5

Cerritos City Council Approves 
Auto Square Overlay Zone

 See Cerritos Council Page 7

Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn announces her support for 
Lynda Johnson at her kickoff on July. 19.          Story on Page 6 

Trinity Celebrates  
3rd Anniv. in Cerritos 

Page 6

Ticket sales for the Cerri-
tos Center for the Performing 
Arts (CCPA) 2017-2018 Sea-
son reached $2 million on July 
16. This number equates to ap-
proximately 24,000 seats sold 
and represents 31 percent of 
ticket sales projections for the 
2017-2018 Season. Last year, 
ticket sales for the 2016-2017 
Season reached $2 million on 
July 26.

For the 2017-2018 Sea-
son, the CCPA is presenting 
more than 100 performances, 

 Recently Superior Court 
Judge Rafael Ongkeko or-
dered Los Cerritos Communi-
ty Newspaper publisher Brian 
Hews to sit for a deposition 
in a libel lawsuit that claims 
that he engaged in a relentless 
campaign to defame a local 
public official by publishing 
fabricated, false and mislead-
ing stories about her. 

In addition, the judge’s rul-
ing paves the way for the identi-
ties of Hews’ sources to be dis-
closed during the deposition.

 The complaint filed in the 
Superior Court of Los Angeles 
(Case No. BC658053) ear-
lier this year alleges that since 
2012, publisher Brian Hews 
and Los Cerritos Community 
Newspaper engaged in a re-
lentless campaign to defame 
the former mayor of Lynwood 
and current Central Basin Mu-
nicipal Water District Board 
Member Leticia Vasquez by 
publishing fabricated, false and 
misleading stories about her. 

Because of the high stan-
dard of proof required in a li-
bel action by a public official 
in the state of California, Ms. 
Vasquez had refrained from 

Court Rules Newspaper Publisher
Must Be Deposed in Fake News Lawsuit

Publisher Will Have to Disclose Sources

filing a defamation action un-
til Mr. Hews finally crossed the 
line on  June 26, 2016 when he 
published a totally fabricated 
story explicitly stating that Ms. 
Vasquez had attempted extor-
tion, demanded bribes and was 
engaged in a pay to play scheme 
selling her vote for money.

“This ruling is an impor-
tant step towards accountabil-
ity, and it paves the way for 
truth to come out,” said attor-
ney Nana Gyamfi.  “These al-
legations are totally false and 
made up out of thin air by Mr. 
Hews who is engaged in a con-
spiracy with Ms. Vasquez’s 
political adversaries to ruin her 
public and political reputation 
and to destroy her electability 
as a public official.”

At the time of the initial 
publication of the article en-
titled “Central Basin Director 
Leticia Vasquez and Monte-
bello Councilwoman Vanessa 
Delgado Attempted to Extort 
Money From Cook Hills Of-
ficials,” Ms. Vasquez was run-
ning for reelection in the Nov. 
8, 2016 General Election. 

The article was published 
with the intention of dam-
aging, hurting, ruining and/
or otherwise destroying Ms. 
Vasquez’s chances for re-

election while increasing the 
circulation and sales of Los 
Cerritos Community News 
by knowingly and intention-
ally publishing outlandishly 
provocative, notorious, sensa-
tional and inflammatory false 
statements about her.

The article stated that 
Montebello City Councilwom-
an Vanessa Delgado and Ms. 
Vasquez met with Cook Hills 
Properties officials, the devel-
oper of Montebello Hills resi-
dential units, and then falsely 
stated “ ... with Vasquez re-
portedly demanding money in 
a pay-to-play scheme for her 
vote on an upcoming Central 
Basin project.” Additionally 

including Betty White, Steve 
Tyrell, Neil Sedaka, Herb Alp-
ert & Lani Hall, Paul Anka, “A 
Charlie Brown Christmas,” 
Smokey Robinson and The 
Temptations. The Johnny Ma-
this show is almost sold out 
and performances by Gladys 
Knight and The Beach Boys 
have already sold more than 
1,000 tickets each.

This season marks the CC-
PA’s 25th anniversary since 
its Grand Opening on January 
13, 1993. 

Brian Hews

Leticia Vasquez

By Janet Beach

At its July 27 meeting, 
the City Council approved 
an amendment to the Cerri-
tos Municipal Code by add-
ing Chapter 22.61, “ADP 5.1 
Cerritos Auto Square Overlay 
Zone,” which is intended to 
encourage the expansion of 
the Cerritos Auto Square.

The ADP-5 overlay will 
provide a mixture of office, 
industrial and auto retail sales 
facilities/dealerships and relat-
ed uses while protecting exist-
ing uses.

This applies to the area lo-
cated on the east and west sides 
of Studebaker Road, bounded 
by Artesia Boulevard on the 
north and on the south by the 

San Gabriel Freeway (I-605).
The new Overlay Zone 

will allow for the primary use 
of auto retail sales of new ve-
hicles, new recreational vehi-
cles or pre-owned low mileage 
luxury vehicles. Related uses, 
including auto repair, office 
uses, auto renting and storage 
of vehicles will be also be per-
mitted.

With this new zoning, the 
city hopes to broaden its retail 
sales base and promote eco-
nomic development by creat-
ing new businesses and jobs.

In other business the coun-
cil approved a new Starbucks 
in the Cerritos College Square 
Shopping Center, located on 

Celebrating  Our

Johnson Kicks off Campaign 
for ABC School Board

th

Edition

For the 10th consecutive 
year, the City of Cerritos was 
honored with a “Playful City 
USA” distinction for its out-
standing recreation programs 
and facilities for children.

The non-profit KaBOOM!, 
a national organiza-
tion dedicated to sav-
ing play, honored 258 
communities with the 
Playful City USA des-
ignation. The honor 
recognizes U.S. cities 
and towns that have imple-
mented unique local action 
plans to increase the quantity 
and quality of play in their 
communities.

In Cerritos, residents en-

Cerritos Named a ‘Playful 
City USA’ for 10th Year

joy multi-faceted recreational 
activities and programs for all 
ages. Sports and fitness pro-
grams, sports leagues, golf, 
aquatics, adaptive recreation 
and dance classes are offered 
at numerous City parks, com-

munity centers and 
specialized recre-
ation facilities.

Cerritos has 25 
parks and recreation 
facilities, including 
neighborhood parks, 

community centers, the Cer-
ritos Olympic Swim & Fitness 
Center, the Cerritos Iron-Wood 
Nine Golf Course and the Cer-
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Dedicated to providing a local 
community newspaper that serves 
the needs of the community and 
promotes goodwill throughout the 
Gateway region. 

Our mission is to celebrate 
diversity, encourage critical think-
ing, and promote success among 
merchants, residents and local 
governments. 

This mission will be accom-
plished through the partnership 
of neighborhoods, businesses and 
professional organizations that are 
dedicated to integrity.
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P.O. Box 4948
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www.gatewayguardiannews.com
   

The Gateway Guardian is 
published bi-weekly. Contents 
of the newspaper may not be 
reproduced without the written 
permission from the Publisher. 
All submissions for publica-
tion become the property of the 
Gateway Guardian and will not 
be returned. The paper does not 
guarantee submissions will be 
published. All submissions are 
subject to editing to conform to 
space limitations.

The Gateway Guardian is grate-
ful for the following guest writers 
who have submitted articles and 
have contributed to the sucess of 
the newspaper: Edna Ethington, 
Richard Guiss, Dr. Bob Hughlett, 
Selene Lee, Councilman Tony 
Lima, Dan Nino and Ernie Nishi.

Ad deadline is the Friday before 
publication date. Camera-ready 
copy is accepted or custom ads 
may be designed by the staff.

  Newspaper, Inc.

GATEWAYGuardian Newspaper, Inc.

MAJOR DROP SITES:  
     Pick up your copy of the paper at one of the following locations. 

ABC School District Office
ABC Adult School
Artesia City Hall & Library
Cerritos Chamber Office
Cerritos City Hall & Library
Cerritos Liberty Park

Cerritos Park East/Swim Center
Cerritos Senior Center
Hawaiian Gardens City Hall
Hawaiian Gardens Library
Off Street Cafe
Prescott Hardware

Declared a legally adjudi-
cated newspaper of general 
circulation on June 7, 2016, 
in the County of Los Angeles 
by Court Case BS-159353

SCHOOL NEWS

And many more!

CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER

In 2016, the ABC Educa-
tion Foundation provided 500 
backpacks, and Kaiser Perma-
nente staff donated 150 back-
packs, to schools all over the 
district prior to the beginning 
of the school year. 

Based on requests from 
the schools, the Foundation 
expects to deliver over 700 
backpacks with school sup-
plies again this year to AB-
CUSD schools.

Providing backpacks and 
school supplies for all AB-
CUSD students as the new 
school year begins is a signa-
ture goal of the ABC Educa-
tion Foundation, which kicks 
off its annual Backpacks for

Homeless or Low Income 
Students drive on Aug. 23 at 
the office in Cerritos provided 
by Rancho Southeast Associa-
tion of Realtors. 

Staff volunteers from LBS 
Financial Credit Union, Cen-
tury 21 ASTRO, and Sorop-
timist International Artesia-
Cerritos and community lead-
ers will stuff backpacks with 
school supplies and deliver 

ABC Foundation to Provide Backpacks 

them to all ABC schools that 
day. Cerritos-based firms such 
as Century 21 ASTRO; First 
Choice Bank; LBS Financial 
Credit Union; Macerich Cor-
poration (Los Cerritos Center); 
Cerritos Optimist Foundation, 
and Pacific City Bank, all pro-
vided funds for backpacks and 
supplies.

“Starting the year off 
with confidence is important 
for students,” said Cindy Yen 
Chen, chair of the Founda-
tion’s Backpack Initiative, 
and ABC Education Founda-
tion board member and former 
Chair. “Providing backpacks 
with school supplies can help 
these kids learn and do better 
in school!”

If you are interested in 

supporting the Foundation this 
year in their efforts to raise 
funds and provide backpacks 
and supplies to students, and/
or help stuffing the backpacks 
on Aug. 23, please contact 
Cindy Yen Chen at (562)762-
6750 or Email CindyChen@
zencon.com.
About the ABC Foundation

The ABC Education 
Foundation was founded in 
February 2012 to support dis-
trict programs in jeopardy due 
to budget cuts. Since its incep-
tion, the Foundation has fund-
ed over $260,000 in programs 
for ABC schools, the majority 
given to schools through an 
annual grant program as well 
as their annual school back-
pack initiative. 

The ABC Education Foun-
dation also provides educa-
tional opportunities for local 
students through their Enrich-
ment Academy, where all funds 
raised also support ABCUSD 
schools. The Foundation also 
helped secure $3.5 million in 
additional grants for the district 
over the last several years.

By Brandon Pablo Leon 

Tasting “delicious” fried 
crickets at a local night mar-
ket, writing flowing Chinese 
calligraphy with brushes and 
ink, and practicing traditional 
martial arts with a trained mas-
ter have all been part of the 
Taiwan Experience Education 
Program (TEEP) for a group of 
20-plus students from Cerritos 
and Rio Hondo Colleges rep-
resenting the Los Angeles area 
this month in Tainan, Taiwan.

TEEP is an English sum-
mer camp promoted and fund-
ed by the Taiwan Ministry of 
Education to enhance and en-

TEEP in Taiwan: Local Students Make Cultural Connections

rich the country's continued 
steps toward globalization. 

In the first two weeks, par-
ticipants took a variety of cul-
turally related classes, includ-
ing basic Mandarin language 
and traditional Hakka indigo 
dye techniques. During the last 
half of the stay, hosted at the 
Southern Taiwan University 
of Technology and Science 
(STUST), the American stu-
dents taught English language 
and American culture to a va-
riety of elementary and junior 
high school students.

“Going to the food (night) 
market was such an amazing 
experience. Being able to see 

so much food and so many dif-
ferent cultures and traditions 
in one place was interesting,” 
said Wendy Melendrez, 19, a 
Cerritos College biology ma-
jor. “Meeting such great peo-
ple that would love to help you 
while you are staying there 
was so refreshing.”

Esau Osuna, 21, a Rio Hon-
do College computer science 
major agreed with Melendrez. 
“The place (Tainan's Flower 
Night Market) has lots of deli-
cious, traditional and interest-
ing Taiwanese food. We had a 
great time trying out new types 
of food and at a cheap price.”

The Cerritos and Rio Hon-

do students have been aided 
throughout their stay by STU-
ST teaching assistants eager to 
help for a variety of reasons. 
Hsin-Yi (Patricia) Tsai, 22, a 
Tainan city native and Applied 
English major studying for her 
bachelor’s degree said, “First, I 
can improve my English skills 
and introduce my hometown 
for new friends. They have 
many ideas I can work with, 
and they are funny!”

Another Applied English 
major completing her master's 
degree, 23-year-old Chia-Hui 
(Selenia) Yen said, “I like 
working with American stu-
dents because they are pretty 
easy-going, and they like to do 
things together and do sponta-
neous things.”

The opportunity for South-
ern California students from 
both community colleges to 
participate in TEEP at STUST 
was spearheaded by Dr. Shin 
Liu, computer information 
technology professor at Rio 
Hondo and a Cerritos College 
Board trustee. Her efforts were 
spurred by a visit to both col-
leges from Education Division 
Director Mary Liang of the Tai-
pei Economic and Cultural Of-
fice (TECO) in Los Angeles.

Dr. Liu believes in the fol-
lowing philosophy from an 
old Chinese saying: Travel-
ing 10,000 miles is better than 
reading 10,000 books, and 
making many friends is better 
than reading 10,000 books. “I 
like travel and learning new 
things, and I believe travel to a 
new place to learn new things 
can provide a life-changing 
experience; I encourage my 
students to do this,” she said.

Resources for students to 
participate in TEEP came from 
various Los Angeles area com-
munity members and was also 
coordinated by Dr. Liu, along 
with fundraising efforts by her 
Rio Hondo students. These 
valued contributions, the inau-
gural year attending TEEP, as 
well as scholarship funds from 
the Taiwanese government, 
provided a virtually cost-free 
stay for the students.

Thank you to the follow-
ingy: Zion Enterprises: Char-
lie Zhang; ASAP International 
Holdings: Frank Yuan; Hakka 
Foundation: Frank Wu; UBS: 
Evan & Susanna Lam; and 
District 57 Rep. Ian Calderon.
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ARTESIA:                                          
Family Fun Night #5 
Wednesday, Aug. 9  •  6:30 - 8 p.m.  AJ Padelford Park 
& North Artesia Community Center 
Concert in the Park featuring Bumptown Band,  
Disco, Old School and Latin.

India Independence Day 
Saturday, Aug. 12  •  5 - 11 p.m.  Artesia Park 
Enjoy live cultural performances, food, shopping and 
kids activities

CERRITOS
National Night Out 
Thursday, Aug. 3  •  7 - 8:30 p.m.  Heritage Park 
Classic Car Show, Concert - The MVP’s (Rock/Top 40)
Inflatable, Food for Purchase, Public Safety Displays

Concerts Under the Stars 
Thursday, Aug. 10  •  7 p.m  Heritage Park 
The Late Night Band  (Pop)
Thursday, Aug. 17  •  Stone Soul  (Soul & Blues) 
 
15th Annual Senior Fair  
Friday, Aug. 11  •  9 a.m.  
Hosted by Congresswoman Linda Sánchez, Cerritos 
College Student Center, 11110 Alondra Boulevard, Nor-
walk. Call (562) 860-5050 for more information.   
 
HAWAIIAN GARDENS
17th Annual Friendship Pow Wow 
Saturday, Aug. 12  •  12 noon - 9 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 13  •  12 noon to 6 p.m. 
Furgeson Elementary School, Baseball Fiel  
 

Next School 
Board Meeting:
Aug. 15  •  7 p.m.

District Office 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

 Attorney at Law

(562) 404-4039
Probate, Wills and Trusts

 Guardianship, Conservatorship
 Elder Law, Powers of Attorney

CATHERINE GRANT WIEDER

RELAX & 
ENJOY 
YOUR 

SUMMER  
VACATION

askme@renejtrevino.com
562-842-7310  

Corporal Manuel Villalo-
bos Garcia, a member of the 
1st Combat Engineer Battalion 
(1st CEB), was honored by the 
City of Cerritos on July 22at at 
the Sheraton Hotel. 

Mayor Pro Tem Mark 
Pulido, along with Council-
cilmembers Jim Edwards and 
Naresh Solanki, presented him 
with a proclamation to honor 
him for his service. The host 
for Cpl. Villalobos Garcia  is 
Laurie Forward, Vice Presi-
dent of the Cerritos 1st CEB 
Adoption Committee.

 Cpl. Villalobos Garcia and 
his fiancée Cynthia spent the 
weekend in Cerritos with lodg-
ing and meals complements of 
our sponsors: Sheraton Hotel 
and restaurants Grille 91, Mi-
mi's, TGI Friday, Wood Ranch 
BBQ & Grill, STACKED, and 
the Macaroni Grill.  

The Friends of the 1st 
CEB  provided tickets to the 
Angels baseball game that 
evening, and on Sunday, they 

Cerritos Honors 1st CEB Meritorious Marine
were offered bowling at the 
AMF Cerritos Lanes.

Corporal Manuel E. Vil-
lalobos Garcia joined JROTC 
and commanded the Arm Drill 
team while in high school.  
After graduation, he enlisted 
in the Marines, attended boot 
camp in San Diego, and gradu-
ated in August 2014 at age 18.  

After attending Com-
bat Engineer school in North 
Carolina, he was assigned to 
Alpha Company, 1st Combat 
Engineer Battalion, in Decem-
ber 2014. He deployed with 
the 13th Marine Expeditionary 
Unit (MEU) on February 11, 
2016. 

While on this deployment, 
he was awarded a Letter of Ap-
preciation from the Command-
ing Officer of Weapons Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion/1st Ma-
rines, the infantry unit he was 
supporting, for his excellence 
in providing excellent combat 
engineering support during 
operations off the coast of Ye-

Back Row: (l to r) Chris Tierheimer, Diane Searer, Eileen Mills, Marlene Rofe, Sherman Kappe, Allen Wood and 
Joe Julien. Front Row: Councilmember Naresh Solanki, Connie Edwards, Councilmember Jim Edwards, Cpl. 
Manuel Villalobos Garcia, Cynthia (fiancée ), Mayor Pro Tem Mark Pulido, Laurie Forward, Mary Ann Wood, 
and Dorothy Owen (President of the 1st CEB Adoption Committee).   

men. He also trained member 
of the Jordanian Army during 
this MEU on combat engineer 
techniques.  

During his deployment, 
Cpl Villalobos Garcia was 
meritoriously promoted to the 
rank of Corporal in September 
2016 while aboard the USS 
Boxer in Hawaii.  Since his re-
turn from deployment, he has 
continuously displayed excep-
tional personal performance 
and leadership of the unit he 
leads. Corporal Villalobos-
Garcia is currently engaged 
to Cynthia Hernandez with a 
wedding date set for Novem-
ber 4, 2017.

 Corporal VillalobosGar-
cia, a recent graduate of the 
Corporals Course, is a high-
ly motivated Marine with a 
strong willingness to lead.  He 
has continually perfected his 
combat engineering skills and 
knowledge, and he consistent-
ly seeks out responsibilities 
above his current rank. 
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

By Jerry Bernstein

Good Actions Require 
Everyone’s Cooperation

What to Do with 3 Adorable Visitors

By Melinda Kimsey

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

     READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

And the Winner Is...

I was sitting on a park bench 
watching  the  ducks  swim  in 
the pond when my FRIEND 
FROM FRUITCAKE, FLOR-
IDA showed up. “I thought I’d 
find you here,” he said.

“This is a good place to 
collect one’s thoughts,” I an-
swered. 

“I know what you mean, 
he replied. “Back in Fruitcake, 
I have a ‘fishing hole’ I retreat 
to when I need some peace and 
quiet.” 

“Well, things are quiet in 
Cerritos and Hawaiian Gar-
dens,: I said. “The cities are 
moving forward.” 

What about Artesia?” he 
asked.

“Right now the city is 
facing a few problems,” I an-
swered. Petitions have been 
filed to recall three of the  
council members, including 
the Mayor.”

“Oh?” my FRIEND 
FROM FRUITCAKE, FLOR-
IDA  questioned. What’s the 
problem?

“The council is being ac-
cused of not listening to the 
residents,” I answered. A good 
portion of the disquiet has to 
do with Pioneer Boulevard 
and the city’s proposed prom-
enade.”

My FRIEND was silent 
for  moment. Finally he said, 
“I thought the council agreed 
to modify the city’s proposed 
promenade to ease the traffic 
congestion on Pioneer Boule-
vard.”

“I believe there’s more in-
volved than that,” I said, “plus 
nothing has been done so far 
on Pioneer Boulevard.”

“Well,” my FRIEND 
FROM, FRUITCAKE FLOR-
IDA said, “I think that will be 
resolved. Back in Fruitcake, 
we have our differences, but 
we find out what the real prob-
lem is and take care of it. “

“Well, I hope you’re 
right,” I replied.

“What else is happening?” 
he asked.

The merchants on Pio-
neer Boulevard have also 
complained about the parking 
meters on Pioneer. It’s hurt-
ing their businesses. They say 
their customers don’t like the 
meters. They’re an inconve-
nience as far as they are con-
cerned. The council agreed to 
have one free hour of parking 
seven days a week.

My FRIEND FROM 
FFRUITCAKE, FLORIDA 
was silent for a few minutes.  
“Well, he said, I’m sure ev-
erything will be resolved, but I 
see why you come here. I think 
you’re right, there’s more in-
volved than the Promenade 
and parking meters. But, they 
are legitimate complaints.

“He paused for a minute, 
looked out at the ducks swim-
ming in the water and said, 
“This is a good place to relax. 
Well, I have to go. Let’s get to-
gether for lunch soon,” he said.

By Brad Beach

It was great seeing so 
many Neighborhood Watch 
block captains at the last Cer-
ritos City Council meeting to 
speak about the increasing 
property crimes in our city.  
They were sporting their new 
florescent vests that can be 
purchased from Deputy Cham 
for $10 and holding their their 
neighborhood watch signs.  

We would like everyone 
to purchase a vest and wear 
it while walking through the 
neighborhoods to give in-
creased visibility to any crimi-
nals that might be around. 

I would like to thank the 
City Council, Sheriff’s depart-
ment, Neighborhood Watch 
Block Captains and the Volun-
teers on Patrol for all they are 
doing to keep our City safe.

 It is also a great idea to 
create a walking schedule with 
your neighbors between 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m to cover the peak 

time of burglaries. When I 
leave my house in the morning 
or come home in the afternoon, 
I drive the street to the east and 
west of mine slowly to see if 
anything looks suspicious.  

Just think if we all did that 
every time we came and went 
what an impact it could have.  
If you haven’t already, please 
purchase a Ring doorbell or se-
curity cameras. They are really 
helping the sheriffs to identify 
burglars in our city.

There is a large racoon 
family running through town 
and in our storm drain chan-
nels.  They were last seen near 
195th and Chamblee Avenue.  
Don’t leave any food acces-
sible in your yard and don't 
confront them, as they can be 
vicious.

Students at ABC Unified 
School District start or go 
back to school on Aug. 24. The 
ABC Education Foundation is 
hosting their annual “Back-
pack Drive.” Just $5 will buy a 
backpack for a student in need 
and $20 will fill it will all the 
supplies they need to succeed.  
For more information, send an 
email to backpacks@abced-
foundation.org.  

I'd like to send congratu-
lations to Jacob Faria, who is 
having a phenomenal year for 
the major league baseball team 
the Tampa Bay Rays. Faria, 

a Gahr High School gradu-
ate, is 5-1 with a 2.67 ERA in 
his rookie season. Go, former 
Gladiator, and good luck mak-
ing it to the playoffs!  

I’d also like to congratu-
late the Frontier youth 8 and 
under baseball team that par-
ticipated in the Babe Ruth 
State Tournament.  Thank you 
for representing our city well.

If you’re hot and need 
something to do this summer 
you go visit “Stan” the T-Rex 
Fossil replica at the air con-
ditioned Cerritos Library. Or 
you could go to the Cerritos 
Mall and check out all the new 
renovations that have been 
done.

It’s a couple months away, 
but please put the Taste of the 
Region Expo on your calendar 
for Sept. 27 from 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at the Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts. The event 
is hosted by the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The 3 DT Production, 
“Spamlot” comes to the CCPA 
on Aug. 18 and runs several 
times throughout the last two 
weeks of August. Get your 
tickets now.  

Finally, tonight Aug. 3 is 
National Night Out, and there 
will be music at Heritage Park 
from 7 to 8:30 pm. I hope to 
see you all there.  Be safe and 
stay vigilant, Cerritos!

Publisher Melinda Kimsey presents Sharon Velasco with two tickets 
to the Aquarium of the Pacific, her prize for correctly identifying the 
location of the “T-Rex in a Tutu.” The metal sculpture is in the front 
yard of a resident on Sheryl Avenue in Cerritos. Look for our next 
“WHERE IS IT” on Page 5 for your chance to win!

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

 
Well, the heat is on! Good 

news is that we only have 
two more months of summer. 
Yikes! We will still need our 
bathing suits and sunscreen. 
More good news is that we 
have three more of the summer 
concerts to enjoy in Cerritos!

On a more serious note, 
I have three adorable visitors 
in my backyard, and no, they 
are not my grandkids. I have a 
mother cat and her two new-
born kittens. Yes, I am fairly 
sure that they are wild, ferral 
cats and that I cannot adopt 
them or have my friends adopt 
them. Why, because when I 
walk towards the mother cat, 
she shows me her fangs! 

So, here is the dilemma, 
what should I do? This brings 
to mind the message from 
the Humane Society, that we 

should alter our pets.
The decision to spay or 

neuter your cat will be one of 
the biggest decisions you make 
regarding your cat’s health and 
welfare, as well as the welfare 
of other cats. The pet overpop-
ulation problem is devastat-
ingly serious, and animals are 
being put to death every day 
because shelters simply don’t 
have the room.  

According to the ASPCA, 
seven out of 10 cats are put to 
death simply because there’s 
no one to adopt them. Pet 
overpopulation isn’t the only 
reason to spay or neuter your 
cat. There are health concerns 
and behavioral implications as 
well.

If you’re under the impres-
sion that keeping your male 
cat intact is the kinder choice, 
you’re dooming your cat to a 
life of frustration and being at 
the mercy of hormones. Intact 
male cats will spray. 

If your cat is an indoor 
kitty, then that behavior will 
be directed at companion cats. 
The spraying will be directed 
at your furniture and belong-
ings. 

Don’t assume just because 
your cat lives exclusively in-
doors he won’t contribute to 
overpopulation or endure any 
of the suffering associated with 
life outdoors as an intact cat. 
Cats escape from their homes 

every day. Your cat could eas-
ily slip out the door.

If you allow your cat out-
doors, then you’ll put him at 
risk of injury or even death 
as he fights other males while 
in search of a female in heat. 
Intact males tend to roam be-
yond their usual territory to 
search for females. 

Cat fights often end with 
abscesses because a cat’s ca-
nine teeth are very sharp and 
if your cat is bitten, the wound 
may seal over, leaving bacte-
ria trapped inside. This leads 
to infection and it’s very pain-
ful. With abscesses, it’s often 
necessary for the veterinarian 
to leave the wound open with a 
surgical drain while the infec-
tion clears. There is so much 
suffering involved with cat 
fighting and could easily be 
avoided by neutering your cat 
and keeping him indoors.

Lastly, I would like to add 
a personal note that when I 
had to euthanize my dear Bull-
dog, Duchess, it was one of 
the hardest decisions I had to 
make. Yet, as her owner, I was 
totally responsible for her care. 
Being a pet owner comes with 
many joys, but not when the 
day comes we need to make 
the hard decisions that are the 
best for our pets who bring so 
much joy and happiness in our 
lives.

As always, Happy Trails!
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•  Letters must be no more 
than 200 words, typed and 
double spaced or sent elec-
tronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by 
the author and must include 
the author’s address and 
phone number.

The law and certified pub-
lic accountant firm Chugh, 
LLP was chosen for Cerritos’ 
Business Recognition Pro-
gram, which showcases local 
businesses that foster pride 
in the City’s community and 
economy. 

Accepting a proclamation 
from the City were Chugh, 
LLP Chief Operating Officer 
Mohammad Khan and Partner 
Ramesh Patel.

Established in 1985 in 
Cerritos, Chugh, LLP special-
izes in immigration, corporate 
law, taxation, litigation, em-
ployment, mergers and acqui-
sitions. 

Chugh, LLP Selected 
for Business Recognition

The company also pro-
vides accounting services, 
along with auditing, book-
keeping, and tax-return filing. 
The firm employs more than 
300 people, including 125 at-
torneys and certified public ac-
countants.

Chugh, LLP represents 
many large corporations, in-
cluding Reliance Industries, 
Citibank, Honeywell, Times 
of India, and Goldman Sachs. 
The firm has offices in Santa 
Clara, California; New Jersey; 
Georgia; and Virginia and af-
filiates in Brazil and India.

Chugh, LLP is located at 
15925 Carmenita Road. 

the article falsely said: “…
Vasquez demanded campaign 
donations in exchange for 
her yes vote on a $552,000 
Central Basin contract with 
Cook."”(See exhibits)

“The truth is that Ms. 
Vasquez never attempted to 
commit extortion,” added at-
torney Gyamfi.  “Ms. Vasquez 
never demanded any money 
or contributions for her vote. 
Ms. Vasquez never engaged 
in a pay-to-play scheme, and 
Ms. Vasquez never offered 

Fake News Lawsuit From Page 1

ritos Sports Complex. The 
gyms at Cerritos and Whitney 
High schools offer additional 
facilities for recreation.

The national non-profit 
KaBOOM! advocates for local 
policies that increase play op-
portunities for children. Play-
ful City USA communities 
serve as role models for other 
communities and prove that it 
is an attainable goal to enhance 
the well-being of children by 
increasing play opportunities.

Check out the "Community 
Services Program" in the Feb-
ruary, May, August and No-
vember issues of “The Cerritos 
News” for a list of fun classes 
and sports for all ages. The 
“Recreation” link on the City's 
website, cerritos.us, also offers 
extensive information about fit-
ness programs and facilities.

Pioneer Boulevard Merchants

Cerritos Is
Playful City 

From Page 1

18644-A Pioneer Boulevard  •  Artesia, CA  90701
Tel:  (562) 402-0112  •  Fax:  (562) 860-2706

email: info@highglow.com  • www.highglow.com  

Flagship Store
18508 Pioneer Blvd.  
Artesia, CA  90701
562.402.8755
ketan@bindi.com  

her vote in exchange for any 
type of campaign contribution, 
payment or compensation. Ms. 
Vasquez never engaged in any 
misconduct or inappropriate 
behavior whatsoever, directly 
or indirectly, as described in 
Hews’ article.”

Ms. Vasquez is demanding 
judgment against Brian Hews 
and Los Cerritos Community 
News for general damages, 
special damages, punitive dam-
ages, attorney’s fees and costs 
of suit.

Wow, it's sure hot and 
muggy. That's because we're 
in the Dog Days of Summer, 
the hottest, muggiest days of 
the year. As the song goes 
“roll out those lazy, hazy, cra-
zy days of summer.”

By definition, the Dog 
Days of Summer are the hot-
test and steamiest part of sum-
mer. Typically, this is the peri-
od when Sirius, the Dog Star, 
rises at the same time as the 
Sun, from July 3 -August 11.

When the Dog Days of 
Summer arrive, it’s time to 
do those memorable summer 
time activities that help us to 
keep our cool. They include:

•  Take a dip in the pool
•  Go to the beach
•  Take the kids to a water park
•  Watch the sultry days go by 
in a cozy hammock
•   Laze under a shady tree
•  Quench your thirst with a 
frozen summer drink.
•  Go to an evening baseball game

The Dog Days 
of Summer? 

July 3 to August 11

“FLYING HERON”
Where is it in Cerritos?

Email the exact location to jbeach22@verizon.net by Aug. 15 
and you will have a chance to win 2 tickets to the Aquarium of 
the Pacific in Long Beach. 
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By Jerry Bernstein

Supporters of ABC School 
Board Member Lynda Johnson 
gathered at Arte Café in the 
Cerritos Towne Center July 
19th to kick off her re-election 
campaign.

Johnson, who was first 
elected to the school board in 
2011 in a special election, was 
re-elected in 2013. 

Guest speakers included 
Los Angeles County Super-
visor Janice Hahn and Cer-
ritos Councilmember Naresh 
Solanki, who donated $1,000 
to Johnson’s re-election cam-
paign.

Supervisor Hahn said, 
“I wanted to be here tonight 
with you to kick-off the cam-
paign for Lynda Johnson to be 
re-elected to the ABC School 
Board. As most of you know, 
Lynda is one of my field depu-
ties.  This woman knows what 
it means to serve people.  The 
other night, I heard Lynda talk-
ing. She said she wanted  to get 
re-elected because  she listens 
to people - the students, parents 
and community members.”

Hahn described Johnson 
as a good listener and said, 
“She takes what they say to 
her and balances that with the 
things we have to do on the 
school board, and hopefully, 
we always do the right thing.”  
Hahn said she could not be 
more proud to endorse John-
son  for re-election. 

The Supervisor said, “She 

Lynda Johnson Endorsed by Supervisor  
Hahn & Cerritos Councilmember Solanki
 

has some opponents, and  I 
heard them the other night.  
They were not very nice.”  
Hahn said they are going to 
come after Lynda for voting 
her conscience, for being fis-
cally responsible and for not 
being a rubber stamper.

She said they are going to 
come after her for question-
ing, asking good questions 
and being concerned, and not 
doing things if the money is 
not there.

Hahn concluded by say-
ing, “We have to work hard   
so Lynda can get re-elected  
the old fashion way: we walk, 
we phone bank and we make 
sure that everyone under-
stands what she stands for.” 
Hahn concluded by saying 
the one thing she has learned 
in her long political life is that 
you can’t take anything for 

granted.
Cerritos Councilmem-

ber Naresh Solanki said there 
were three candidates running 
in Trustee Area 3, saying it 
was going to be a close elec-
tion and will take some hard 
work to re-elect Lynda. 

“She has been a good 
school board member for the 
residents and children, and  I 
believe she will continue to do 
a good job like she has been 
doing since 2011 when she 
was first elected to the school 
board.”

He said, “To make that 
happen we need volunteers to 
walk the precincts. To com-
pliment that, I am donating 
$1,000 to her campaign. Not 
everyone has to contribute 
$1,000, “ he added, “but you 
can contribute $25 or what 
ever you can afford.”

Chamber President Dr. Mark Chung, along with 
Board of Directors and Ambassadors present the of-
ficial chamber plaque to Trinity Worldwide Repro-
graphics CEO Paul Rosenow at the Ribbon Cutting 
event on July 27.

Trinity Reprographics Holds Ribbon Cutting 
to Celebrate 3rd Anniversary in Cerritos

   A FULL SERVICE PRINTER! 
Trinity Worldwide Reprographics is a print-

ing business with a ministry mission to impact the 
community and the world for Christ by integrat-
ing Christian-based ethics and Biblical values.

Trinity is one of the largest independently 
commercial owned Xerox DocuTech printers 
in the greater Los Angeles and Orange County 
area. The company has the capabilities of pro-
ducing 18 million black and white copies per 
month alone.

They also employ a full-time service engi-
neer, and have a complete onsite parts invento-
ry to keep our machines running with near 100 
percent up time.

With a reputation for quality print products, 
service and prayer, the  staff is actively involved 
in helping the community with monthly “Love 
Thy Neighbor” projects.

Together with Golden Star 
Technology, Inc. (GST), Trin-
ity Worldwide Reprographics 
invites you to participate in a 
Blood Drive to support the effort 
of the American Red Cross! 

Each day, thousands of 
child and adult patients are in 
need of a blood donation. Per-
haps you know of someone in 
your family or a close friend 

Trinity to Co-Sponsor
Blood Drive with Red Cross

who has benefitted from a 
blood donation or can benefit 
from one. In their honor, and in 
light of the many in need, we 
invite you to take the journey 
with us “from arm to arm.” 

Mark your calendars and 
invite your friends and family 
to join you for this life saving 
event! The date is Friday, Aug. 
25 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
location is in the GST parking 
lot located at 12881 166th St. 
Cerritos, CA 90703. To sign 
up, or if you have questions, 
please contact Trinity at (562) 
567-2050. 

Supervisor Janice Hahn and Candidate Lynda Johnson thank the students from 
Cerritos and Whitney High Schools who are helping with her campaign.

Smiths Take on Super Heroes
By Scott Smith

One minute you’re walk-
ing next to Spiderman, and the 
next minute a storm trooper 
from “Star Wars” is pointing 
a blaster at you. No, this isn’t 
Metropolis or Hollywood, this 
is Comic-Con International: 
San Diego. 

What started back in 1970 
as a way to celebrate comic 
books and popular arts has 
turned into a four-day event 
showcasing not only new 
comic books and graphic nov-
els, but the best of television, 
movies, and books. Movie and 
television studios bring sneak 
peek footage from their proj-
ects to build excitement.

My family has been to 
five of the past six “Cons” in 
San Diego. When we started, 
our boys were frightened by 
the crowds. Today they tower 
over the sea of humanity that’s 
in and around the San Diego 
Convention Center. We’ve 
seen many changes since we 
started going. 

When you think of Com-
ic-Con you probably think of 
nerds camping out to get into a 
popular movie panel. Well, it 
wasn’t always like this. Many 
look back to the movie “Twi-
light” and feel that began the 
camping out and a move to-
ward bigger blockbuste-type 
movie hype at the event. 

I can tell you that Hall 
His not for the weak. You will 
wait in line to get a wristband 
to come back and wait in line 
the following morning. Many 
lines begin before the first day 
of the convention! Once you 

get in to experience the magic 
of Hall H - from the actors and 
directors to selected footage - 
you’re hooked.

There was a large focus on 
upcoming movies, of course, 
but the rise of programming 
on Netflix and Amazon played 
a big role. My wife and I spent 
a great deal of time in line for 
the Netflix off-site exhibit, 
where we posed with mem-
bers of “The Defenders” and 
visited the “upside down” 
from “Stranger Things.” 

We also spent a morning 
in the warm San Diego sun 
waiting for the Blade Runner 
experience, and we weren’t 
disappointed! We were fully 
immersed in 2049 Los Ange-
les beginning with a Virtual 
Reality movie then walking 
the streets meeting characters 
from every walk of life.

We’ve met so many great 
people there who are com-
pletely comfortable with their 
“nerdiness.” In fact, it’s been 
great for our kids to see that 
they should be proud of their 
interests even if they aren’t 
popular.

Comic-Con is always fun 
and always tiring, but the re-
wards are the faces of the kids 
who see super heroes from the 
comics or movies. I still re-
member the first time my kids’ 
faces lit up in Hall H, a look 
I saw again when we were in 
that same room with thousands 
learning about the new Marvel 
TV shows. My wife and I love 
it, and we love the fact that our 
kids do, too. What can I tell 
you, the dork side runs deep in 
my family.

Scott Smith meets Spiderman at Comic Con in San Diego.


