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Memorial Day - May 26

By Jerry Bernstein

Voters in ABC School Dis-
trict will no longer elect mem-
bers to the Board of Education  
in at-large elections. Under 
new voting procedures adopt-
ed by the Board of Education 
at its May 6 meeting, the Dis-
trict will be divided into seven 
voting districts. Voters living 
in each of those districts will 
elect a candidate to serve on 
the Board.

Some 20 District residents 
and city officials from Artesia, 
Lakewood, Hawaiian Gardens 
and Cerritos spoke in favor 
Map C-II (below) that would 
put most of Artesia and East 
Lakewood into single districts. 

Hawaiian Gardens would 
also become a single district, 
which was agreed upon when 
the Board voted to go to trustee 
districts as opposed to at-large 

ABC School Board Members 
Approve 7  Voting Districts

New voting Map C II was approved by the ABC Board of Education in a 
4-3 vote on May 6. Voters in Districts 1, 4, 5, and 7 will vote in 2015 to 
elect board members, each for a four-year term.

voting. 
One citizen did speak in 

favor of Map A1 that would 
divide Artesia and East Lake-
wood each into two voting 
districts. The vote was 4-3 in 
favor of Map C-II.

Superintendent Dr. Mary 
Sieu said this does not mean 
the District is splitting up into 
seven separate Districts. “In 
the past we used the method-
ology known as “at large” vot-
ing, in which all the voters in 
the District voted for any can-
didate that was seeking a seat 
on the Board.” She said ABC 
will remain one Unified Dis-
trict, and the children will go 
to the same schools in which 
they are currently enrolled.

The two maps were based 
on demographic information 
regarding total population of 

By Jerry Bernstein

A groundbreaking cer-
emony was held April 30 for 
the new Cerritos College Child 
Development Center. 

The $6.1 million project 
will be on one acre with 9,000 
sq. ft. of child care space in-
cluding a playground, two 
classrooms and support facili-
ties such as parking, drop-off 
areas, administrative office 
and kitchen/staff rooms. 

Cerritos College Groundbreaking 
Held for Child Development Center 

The complex will replace 
the original Center, which was 
housed in the Technology Build-
ing. The 1960’s structure will 
be demolished and replaced by 
a new Computer Information 
Systems/Math Building.

The new Child Care Build-
ing will include state-of-the-
art outdoor education spaces, 
innovative play structures and 
security enforcement, such as 
closed circuit television cam-
eras, electronic gates and  a 

completely fenced child care 
space. Construction will begin 
this month and is scheduled to 
be completed in December.

Participating in the 
groundbreaking were Col-
lege President Dr. Linda Lacy, 
Board President Carmen Ava-
los, Board Members Dr. Rob-
ert Hughlett, Dr. Shin Liu, Bob 
Arthur, and John Paul Drayer 
and children currently enrolled 
at the Child Development              
Center.

Cerritos College President Dr. Linda Lacy, Cerritos College Board members, parents, instructors and children 
participate in the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Child Development Center.  

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil awarded a contract for 
$40,000 to MG Enterprises of 
Tarzana for the rehabilitation 
of tree planters and repairs to 
adjacent arterial street block 
walls that have been damaged 
by tree growth in what was de-
scribed as typically relatively 
small planting areas.

Assistant Engineer Kanna 
Vancheswaran said this in-
cludes the removal of the en-

Cerritos Council Awards Contract 
for Rehabilitation of Block Walls

tire tree and vines on adjacent 
walls. Once all vegetation is 
removed, the contractor will 
work with staff on the actual 
amount of damage and needed 
repairs.

The area involved includes 
the rehabilitation of six arterial 
block wall planter areas along 
the west side of Marquardt Av-
enue between 166th Street and 
Flemming Way and entails the 
removal  and replacement of Lori McCann, Property Manager at Artesia City Plaza, and Artesia  Com-

munity Development Director Okina Dor prepare to serve some baked 
pork to Dorothy Owen, President of the lst CEB Adoption Committee and 
Cerritos Chamber of Commerce member.            More Photos on Page 3

Artesia Library Fundraiser Held at Andy’s Gardens 
By Jerry Bernstein

On May 2 the Friends of 
the Artesia Library held their 
annual fundraiser, a Garden 
Party at Andy’s Gardens to 
raise funds for books and pro-
grams at the library. Those in 
attendance enjoyed good food, 
with a large selection from Ar-
tesia and Cerritos restaurants. 

They also enjoyed wine 
tasting, entertainment, a silent 
auction, raffle prizes, a des-
sert bake sale and a book sale. 
Something for everyone.

A spokesperson from Su-
pervisor Don Knabe’s office 
announced at the fundraiser that 
$10 million has been set aside 
for the construction of a new 
Artesia Library in Artesia Park. 
He said Supervisor Knabe wants 
the library to be completed in 
the next two years.

See School Board Page 5
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Fedde Middle School students  Kalifa  Battiste,  Jenine  Cadlaon, Anita Khammann, and Odessa Lobario were 
presented Certificates of Recognition by the ABC Board of Education at its May 6 meeting in honor of their 
winning the State Championship in the History Day Competition held in Sacramento. The students will now 
move on to the National History Day Competition held in Maryland next month.

Fedde Middle School Students State Champions Message from 
the ABCUSD 

Superintendent
By Dr. Mary Sieu
Twitter: @abcsupt

At the Board of Education 
meeting on May 6, there was 
a fascinating juxtaposition of 
events. The evening began with 
schools and students being 
highlighted for their accom-
plishments and achievements 
representing schools in every 
city that the District serves. 

The California Business for 
Education Excellence (CBEE) 
recently named 16 schools in 
ABC to the 2013 Honor Roll. 
The Honor Roll includes pub-
lic schools recognized for dem-
onstrating consistently high 
levels of student achievement, 
improvement in achievement 
over time and reduction in 
achievement gaps. 

This year in ABC, we have 
Honor Roll schools located in 
Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian 
Gardens and Lakewood. The 
2013 Honor Roll Program is 
made possible with support 
from numerous businesses and 
organization including the Cali-
fornia Business Roundtable and 
several private foundations. 

The Honor Roll Schools 
include the following schools 
and the cities they are located 
in: Bragg ES (Cerritos); Bur-
bank ES (Artesia); Carmenita 
MS (Cerritos) Cerritos ES 
(Cerritos); Elliott ES (Artesia); 
Furgeson ES (Hawiian Gar-
dens); Gonsalves ES (Cerri-
tos); Melbourne ES (Hawaiian 
Gardens); Kennedy ES (Cerri-
tos); Leal ES (Cerritos); Nix-
on ES (Cerritos); Stowers ES 
(Cerritos); Tetzlaff MS (Cerri-
tos); Wittmann ES (Cerritos); 
and Artesia HS (Lakewood); 
Whitney HS (Cerritos).

Three Whitney HS students 
were recognized by C-SPAN 
for their award winning videos 
last month.  More than 2500 
videos were submitted to C-
SPAN for their annual contest 
and our three students, Melina 
Castorillo, Raji Gnapathy and 
Sabrina Wu produced a video 

See ABCUSD  Message Page 5

By Jerry Bernstein

An estimated 400 stu-
dents from ABC ’s five middle 
schools and Whitney High 
School attended the 16th annu-
al STEM Olympics held May 
10 at Haskell Stem Academy. 
The event was co-sponsored 
by the Cerritos Optimist Club  

STEM stands for Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math. The students 
demonstrated how by using  
engineering practices and 
mathematical calculations and 

16th Annual STEM Olympics Held at Haskell

Daniel Wang, Whitney High Student and member of the School’s Robotics 
Club demonstrates remote LEGO vehicle to Cerritos Optimist Club Presi-
dent Phil Hickok and the club’s President Elect Richard Alegria . Eariler 
in the program Hickok presented ABC Superintent Dr. Mary Sieu with a 
check for $1,500 in support of the STEM Olympic Program.

Whitney High School student, 
Raymond Balano, explains to ele-
mentary students and their mother 
how a remote control works. Bal-
ano is a member of the school’s 
Robotics Club.

measurements in experiments, 
they could solve problems in-
volving velocity and changes 
in velocity. It was explained 
that unbalanced forces cause 
changes in velocity. 

Force has both direction 
and magnitude. When the ob-
jects are subjected to two or 
more forces at once, the effect 
is all forces are combined. The 
greater the mass, the greater 
the force needed to achieve a 
change in motion.

Demonstrations included: 
Bottle Rockets, Roller Coast-

ers, Packaged Egg Catapult, 
Mousetrap Cars, Recycled 
Dragsters and Hot Air Bal-
loons, JukeBox Challenge, 
Dominoes, Crime Solvers, 
Large Barge,  Bag that Bag, 
Learnstar and Superquiz.

Prizes were awarded to 
the five middle schools - Car-
menita, Fedde, Haskell, Ross, 
Tetzlaff, and Whitney High 
School. 

First, second and third  
place prizes were awarded to 
students by each of the indi-
vidual schools.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
   

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Governing Board of the 
ABC Unified School District at its regular board meeting to be 
held at 7 p.m. on May 20, 2014, at the District Office located at 
16700 Norwalk Blvd, Cerritos, CA 90703, will consider seeking a 
waiver from the State Board of Education of the requirement that 
the establishment of trustee areas and adoption of a “by trustee 
area” election process be submitted to the electors as set forth in 
Education Code §§ 5019 and 5020 and of the requirement that 
the County Committee on School District Organization determine 
by lot which vacant trustee areas shall elect next as set forth in 
§ 5021.  The Board invites public testimony regarding this matter.
Questions or comments should be directed to Dr. Mary Sieu, 
Superintendent, (562) 926-5566, ext. 21161.

NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO REQUEST WAIVER
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Miss Artesia Gala Night
May 16  •   6 -  8 p.m.   Artesia Park & Albert O. Little 
Community Center. We say goodbye to the 2013/14          
Miss Artesia and Miss Artesia Teen and their Courts while 
all the contestants for 2014/15 will introduce themselves

Cerritos Family Fun Day & Aquatics Safety Expo               
May 17  •  1 -  4 p.m.   Cerritos Swim Center              
13150 E. 166th St., Cerritos

Hubert H. Humphry Democratic Club Controller Forum                      
May 19  •  7 p.m.  El Torito, Cerritos
Hear Candidates for State Controller of California -
John Perez, former Speaker of the State Assembly, and 
Betty Yee, member of the State Board of Equalization.
A free public event and everyone is invited.

Hawaiian Gardens Community Blood Drive                          
May 20  •  11 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Location: Room B in the Robert Lee Activity Center
To schedule your appointment or for more information, 
go online to www.redcrossblood.org. Use Sponsor Code: 
cityhawaiian, or call Human Resources  at (562) 420-
2641ext. 219 to make an appointment.  (ID required) 

Graduate Recognition Night
May 21  •  5:30 - 8 p.m.  Artesia DES Hall
11903 Ashworth St., Artesia
The City of Artesia recognizes residents of Artesia who 
are graduating from high school and moving on to a 
four-year university in fall 2014. The Artesia Chamber of 
Commerce will announce the winners of the 2014 Investing 
in Tomorrow’s Leaders Scholarship Program.

Cerritos Memorial Day Ceremony
May 26  •  10 a.m.  Near the Veterans Memorial 
Cerritos Civic Center

Cerritos State of the City
May 29  •  11:30 a.m. 
Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce State of the City 
Cerritos Center for Performing Arts, Sierra Room

Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month
May 29  •  7 p.m.   Cerritos Park East 
City of Cerritos Asian American and Pacific American 
Heritage Month Celebration  

 Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce

BUSINESS NETWORKING 
LUNCHEON 

State of the City

Thursday, May 29, 2014
11:30 a.m.  – 1:00 p.m.

Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts 
Sierra Room

12700 Center Court Drive
Sponsored by Kaiser Permanente

Cerritos Kaiser Holds Grand Opening

After receiving a proclamation from the City of Cerritos, Dr. Binesh Batra, Area Medical Director, is joined by: 
Dr. Mark Zuiderveen, Chief Administrative Officer; Cerritos Councilmembers Carol Chen and George Ray; Jim 
Branchick, Executive Director Hospital Operations; Greg Durkee, Medical Center Chief Operations Officer; Jane 
Finley, former Executive Director Hospital Operations; and Cerritos Mayor Mark Pulido.  

By Janet Beach

After a 50-year history in 
Bellflower, Kaiser Permanente 
celebrated the Grand Opening 
of its new Cerritos Medical 
Offices on May 9.

Following a Pacific Rim 
buffet luncheon for all staff 
members, dignitaries and spe-
cial guests, Dr. Binesh Batra,  
Area Medical Director, wel-
comed everyone to the Grand 
Opening. 

He said that Kaiser is 
“Raising the Bar on Total 
Health” and  provides high 
quality care for all members. 

According to Dr. Batra, 
Kaiser in Downey currently 
has 350,000 members and by 
2020, it will be 400,000.

Dr. Batra said that Kaiser 
provides an integrated health 
care delivery system, and ev-
erything is in one place – doc-
tors’ offices, pharmacy, lab 
and radiology.

“The beauty of our KP 
HealthConnect electronic sys-
tem, is that doctors all the way 
to Bakersfield can see a patient’s 
imaging results,” he said. 

He thanked the Cerritos 
City Council and City Manager 
Art Galucci and said that “the 
city staff was very instrumen-
tal in opening this facility.”

Jim Branchick, Senior 
Vice President and Execu-
tive Director, said, “Kaiser 
is value-driven health care 
and provides amazing patient 
care. We always deliver on our 
promises.” 

He said that Kaiser patients 
may go to any Kasier doctor in 
Southern California, and there 
is no approval needed to see a 
specialist.

Dr. Mark Zuiderveen, Kai-
ser Board member, said that 
Kaiser takes pride in “treating 
our members like family.”

They all agreed that the 
new Cerritos Kaiser is a top-
notch, high-tech facility with 
“a healing environment.” Dr. 
Batra said, “We are so proud of 

this beautiful new Kaiser.”
Cerritos Mayor Mark Puli-

do, along with Mayor Pro Tem 
Carol Chen and Councilmem-
ber George Ray, presented a 
proclamation to Dr. Batra and 
the other Kaiser executives.

“It is an exciting day to 
welcome Kaiser Permanente 
with the highest 4-star rating 
to Cerritos,” said Mayor Pu-
lido said. “We care about our 
residents, and so this is a logi-
cal partnership.” 

He said he was a lifetime 
member of Kaiser and that he 
and his two children were all 
born in Kaiser hospitals.

Speaking to the 33 doc-
tors and 130 employees at the 
Cerritos Kaiser, Mayor Pulido 
said, “Cerritos offers great 
places to shop, dine and be en-
tertained.”

He also noted the new art 
piece called “Kindred,” by 
artist Gerard Basil Stripling, 
which is located outside the 
main entrance. 

He thanked the Cerritos 
Fine Arts and Historical Com-
missioners for their suppport 
of the project. 

To conclude the program, 
Megan Richardson, Presi-
dent of the Cerritos Cham-
ber of Commerce, introduced 
representatives from Los 
Angeles County Supervisor 
Don Knabe’s office, Assem-
blymember Cristina Garcia’s 
office, and others who pre-
sented proclamations to Kai-
ser representatives.

Following the luncheon 
and presentations, the ribbon 
cutting ceremony took place  in 
front of the the main entrance.
Then tours were provided of 
the new facility, which offi-
cially began scheduling ap-
pointments on May13. 

The two-story, 50,000 
sq. ft. Kaiser Medical Office 
is located at 10820 E. 183rd 
St. and includes providers of 
primary care, OB-GYN, and 
pediatrics. Free underground 
parking is provided. 

Artesia Library Fundraiser Photos -  Andy’s Gardens, May 2

Tessy Prumatico and Bellan Sauw  prepare ice tea and lem-
onade for attendees at Artesia Library Fundraising Benefit 
held in Andy’s Gardens May. 2.

Friends of the Artesia Library,  Joanne Witt, daugh-
ter Cheryl, and Branden Madid prepare the dessert 
table at the Garden Party Library Benefit held May 
2 at Andy’s Gardens on 178th Street. 

“Kindred” 
By Gerard Stripling
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By Jerry Bernstein

The Beauty of Humanity  
Lies in Humanity;The Value 
of Humanity Lies in Faith

A Note from the Publisher

By Melinda Kimsey

Celebrating Spring Break & Mother’s Day

Greetings, friends and 
neighbors! It is the time of 
year for special events, year-
end activities and graduations. 
In other words, it is a time of 
change and celebration! 

I recently attended the 
International Festival at Leal 
Elementary School. This was 
the most fantastic display of 
talent by such a large group of 
young people that I have seen 
in a very long time. It seems 
as though, all of the students 
participated in some kind of 
a singing or dancing activity, 
and they were FABULOUS! 

These were students from 
kindergarten to sixth grade.  
They were singing and danc-
ing and having a great time. 
The only people who were 
having more fun were the kids 
and parents in the audience. 

The costumes were beyond 
beautiful and charming! What 
was even more amazing was 
that some of the choreography 
was done by various students 
from the local high schools in 

the ABC School District.  
Not only are the ABC 

School District students so 
smart, bright and clever; they 
are also talented, gifted, and 
have an aptitude for teaching, 
singing and dancing! No won-
der the ABC School District is 
among the top 10 school dis-
tricts in the nation. 

They are like beyond awe-
some!! I want to thank the 
Leal Elementary Arts Program 
(LEAP) board members for 
their time and commitment in 
supporting this fabulous event. 
Also, a big shout out to all of 
the extraordinary teachers and 
those remarkable parents.  
Also, there were lots of parent 
volunteers and some from lo-
cal businesses like Kohl’s and 
Target as well.  

Did I mention the food? 
It was soooo good. Plenty of 
different kinds to choose from 
and lots of deserts, too!  Last-
ly, there was a silent auction in 
the library and a fabulous se-
lection of gifts from which to 
choose. 

I did bid on a few items, 
but someone else must have 
bid higher. Oh well, I will 
definitely be back next year 
and I will not be undone! Look 
for photos of the event on the 
school page!

As our seniors are graduat-
ing from high school, they say 
good-bye to their school home 
for the last four years and con-
template what they will do 

next. Some have elected to go 
directly to a college or univer-
sity and start on the road to a 
bachelor’s degree.  

Others have decided to 
go to a technical school and, 
perhaps, enter the work-force. 
Still others have decided to 
attend a community college. 
Community colleges are a 
fabulous path in education be-
cause they are the best of all 
worlds as a person starts the 
academic journey. 

Cerritos College has a 
wide variety of programs, 
some of which provide the 
student with a direct route to 
working in a specific field. 

Other programs work in 
concert with the four-year col-
leges as a pathway into certain 
selected fields such as, nursing 
and education. Another great 
program is the culinary arts 
program. I have been to some 
events at the College and these 
folks can seriously cook! 

Whatever the direction 
that students take, all that the 
parents can do is open their 
hearts and their checkbook! 
Happy Trails!

It was quiet. Henry, one 
of our reporters, had just left. I 
wasn’t expecting any visitors,  
but something told me the qui-
et wouldn’t last for long. 

I was right. Ten minutes 
following Henry’s departure, 
VAL LYNDER, DEFENDER 
OF ALL THAT IS TRUE, 
burst through the door.

“VAL,” I said. “I thought 
you had left town for a few 
days.”

“Well, you were wrong,” 
she replied.

I could tell she was upset. 
Her purple umbrella with the 
white polka dots was firmly in 
her hand. As she sat down, she 
leaned it casually against the 
side of the chair. 

“How long have you been 
reporting about Artesia, Cer-
ritos and Hawaiian Gardens?” 
she asked.

“Since 1994.” I asked.
“How long have you been 

in the newspaper business?” 
“A long time,” I answered. 

Since 1959,” I said. “Why?”
“I’ve been writing since I 

graduated from Florida State 
University in 1957. Why are 
you asking, VAL?”

Ignoring my question she 
asked, “What do you think of 
the statement by the Commu-
nity News publisher who ques-
tioned the validly of city com-
missions and said they should 
be dissolved.” 

“In fact, he said, and I 
quote, ‘The very existence of 
these commissions inhibits 
new ideas on the council be-
cause the commissioners are 
clones of the outgoing council 
members, and its very hard to 
get in that club.’”

“I think that statement is 
ridiculous,” I replied. “When 
a councilmember’s term  is 
ended, his/her replacement 
normally names new commis-
sioners. To say they’re clones 
of the council members who 

appointed them doesn’t make 
sense. Commissions are very 
important in city govern-
ment.”

“That’s what I thought,” 
she replied. “I’ve also  been 
around a long time,” she said. 
“I guess if you close down city 
commissions, that includes 
every commission in the state. 
That’s just absurd,” she stated. 
“You know what I think? I 
think his suggestion is based 
on his lack of knowledge on 
how city government works.”

VAL LYNDER, “ I said. 
What  brought this on?”

She looked at me for a 
moment before answering. 
Her umbrella began to tap on 
the floor. I don’t know what is 
wrong with the man, but he is 
beginning to sound like a cry-
baby. If he can’t get his way 
or you disagree with him, he 
attacks.” 

She paused for a moment. 
“He has the audacity to sug-
gest city commissions should 
resemble corporation boards, 
where members are nominated 
for their ideas and experience 
and not because of where they 
live, or whom they supported 
or how much money they 
“stuffed” into their political 
war chest, and since they are 
voluntary, they should receive 
no perks or pay. Where does 
he live, in La La Land?”

“I don’t think so,” I said, 
“but he should know that no 
one and/or city is an island nor 
a Utopia. But, even there hu-
man nature being what it is, 
there will be differences.

VAL LYNDER, DE-
FENDER OF ALL THAT IS 
TRUE arose from her chair. 
“Well I have to go. He just 
makes me so angry at times,” 
she said. “Have you heard 
he closed his office and has 
moved to a new location?”

“Yes,” I answered. “He 
paid his rent for the month of 
April and then closed the of-
fice and left no forwarding ad-
dress.” 

“I guess that’s their prob-
lem, not ours,” she exclaimed 
as she raised her umbrella, 
bringing it down on my desk.

“VAL LYNDER,” I said, “I 
wish you wouldn’t do that.”

Photos of Leal’s 
International Festival 

   Page 6
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(Left) Golf Tec Center Manager 
Tim Leible gives Chamber mem-
ber Steve Vicencia, Executive Vice 
President of Hub International, a 
lesson on how to improve his swing  
on the golf course so he can hit the 
ball straighter and further. Vicencia 
is hooked up to a televised monitor 
so he can review his swing. “With 
so many interconnected elements 
in the golf swing, it’s important 
to use a ground-up start-to-finish 
sequence that builds the ideal mo-
tion,” said Leible. “We not only sell 
golfing merchandise, but customers 
can also sign up for lessons to im-
prove their game if they wish.”

Los Cerritos Center is 
pleased to continue the spring 
and summer schedule of month-
ly Kids Club events in partner-
ship with National Geographic 
Kids. 

The first event in the series 
took place on May 10 from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m. and offered 
shoppers a unique opportunity 
for their kids to learn in a fun 
environment through interac-
tive demonstrations, activities, 
crafts and entertainment.

The next Kids Club, which 
will held on June 14, will in-
vite children to explore the fun 
of backyard animals through 
music, games and a unique 
themed craft. 

The July 19 and August 
9 Kids Clubs will bring to life 
creepy crawly insects for all to 
explore. All Kids Club events 
are free and take place from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m. inside Los Cer-

Cerritos Chamber Holds Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony at GOLFsmith in Towne Center

A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, sponsored by the Cerritos Chamber of Commerce, was held at GolfTec Center April 
30 in the Cerritos Towne Center. Mayor Mark Pulido and Councilmember George Ray, along with members of the 
Chamber and representatives from Congresswoman Linda Sanchez and State Senator Ron Calderon participated 
in the ceremony.   

Kids Club Continues 
At Los Cerritos Center
National Geographic Kids Club Offers                        
A Fun Interactive Learning Environment 

ritos Center. The events are best 
suited for children ages 3-12.  

 Families can also enjoy 
Kids Club activities at home, 
with fun interactive materials 
available online, at the mall 
and as part of the Kids Club 
Newsletter. For a complete list 
of Kids Club dates and times 
and to join the club for free, 
visit www.ShopLosCerritos.
com/KidsClub, and follow us 
on Facebook and Twitter to 
receive the most up-to-date in-
formation.

The National Geographic 
Society has been inspiring peo-
ple to care about the planet since 
1888. It is one of the largest non-
profit scientific and educational 
institutions in the world. 

Its interests include geog-
raphy, archaeology and natu-
ral science, and the promotion 
of environmental and histori-
cal conservation.

Good Samaritans Roslyn 
De La Torre and Danny Guti-
errez were recently honored 
by the Los Angeles County 
Fire Department for saving a 
man’s life in Cerritos.   

On the morning of April 
2, the Los Angeles County 
Fire Department responded 
to a call on Studebaker Road 
in Cerritos and found De La 
Torre and Gutierrez perform-
ing cardio pulmonary resusci-
tation (CPR) on Elbert Kirby, 
69, who was in full cardiac 

Good Samaritans Honored 
for Saving Man’s Life

arrest. The firefighters were 
able to get Kirby to breathe 
on his own. They credited De 
La Torre’s and Gutierrez’s ac-
tions and quick response with 
saving Kirby’s life.   

On hand to honor De La 
Torre and Gutierrez were As-
sistant Fire Chief Chris Jack-
son, Battalion Chief Ron Ca-
brera, Captain Chris Rash, 
Community Services Liaison 
La Fonda Riggins and fire-
fighters from Stations 30 and 
34.

Showing off their proclamations from firefighters and the Cerritos City 
Council are Danny Gutierrez and Roslyn De La Torre.

Responding to a campaign 
finance transgression that pro-
duced an unprecedented fine, 
the California Assembly voted 
recently to ban fundraisers at 
the homes of lobbyists.

Lawmakers demonstrated 
their eagerness to publicly ad-
dress a drumbeat of fundrais-
ing-related scandals that have 
hit the Legislature, passing 
Assembly Bill 1673 without 
a single no vote or a moment 
of debate. The final vote was 
68-0.

The California Fair Po-
litical Practices Commission 

Lobbyist Home Fundraiser 
Ban Passes Assembly

slapped a record-setting six 
figure penalty on lobbyist 
Kevin Sloat in February, say-
ing Sloat had violated the law 
by directing gifts to lawmakers 
and throwing expensive fund-
raising events at his house.

In response, Assembly-
woman Cristina Garcia intro-
duced legislation prohibiting 
lobbyists from hosting fund-
raisers at their homes or of-
fices. That would be far more 
stringent than current law, 
which allows such events if 
lobbyists contribute less than 
$500 toward the event.

each proposed trustee area 
along with information as to 
the ethnic mix of the trustee ar-
eas, total population and their 
voting ages based on the most 
recent release of the American 
Community Survey.

Board member Olympia 
Chen, who announced she 
would retire when her cur-
rent term is up in 2017, said 
she  took into consideration 
the  community input from the 
public meetings.

Then she made her deci-
sion for what she considered 
was for the greater good of the 
District. “Not for any city or 
one particular area, but for the  
entire District,“ she stated. 

ABC School Board Approves 7  Voting Districts From Page 1
Chen expressed concern 

about some current board 
members who will have to 
compete against each other. 
“We will lose their experience 
and knowledge,” she said.  

At the same time, she ac-
knowledged that change is in-
evitable, noting there will be at 
least two new members joining 
the board from Hawaiian Gar-
dens and Artesia and possibly 
a third from East Lakewood. 

She said her vote was 
based on what she felt was 
best for the District, which 
was why she favored Map A1. 
She closed by saying the board 
members don’t always agree 
on everything, but once a vote 

is decided, the entire board 
unites. 

“Our job is to provide the 
best education for our stu-
dents,” said Chen.

Districts that will vote for 
new board members in No-
vember 2015 include District’s 
1, 4, 5, and 7. 

District 1, unknown; Dis-
trict 4, Celia Spitzer and May-
nard Law; District 5, Sophia 
Tse; District 7, unknown.

In 2017,  voters in District 
2, 3, and 6 will go to the polls. 
Incumbents include: District 2, 
Soo Yoo and Olympia Chen;  
District 3, Lynda Johnson and 
Armin Reyes; and District 6, 
unknown. 

titled “The American Dream” 
focusing on Education. 

The California Department 
of Education also announced 
that three elementary schools 
in ABCUSD have been select-
ed for the 2014 California Dis-
tinguished Schools Program.  
They include Cerritos ES 
(Cerritos), Elliott ES (Artesia) 
and Leal ES (Cerritos). 

We recognized Fedde MS 
in Hawaiian Gardens who won 
the 2014 State Championship 
in the History Day Competi-
tion and will now move on to 
the National History Day Com-
petition held at the Univer-
sity of Maryland next month. 

Message from the ABCUSD Superintendent From Page 2
Teacher Chad Laines and the 
students had to compete with 
over 24,000 students to earn 
the title of State Champions. 

We also received word 
from the State that the gradu-
ation rate at ABCUSD in-
creased to 93.3% from 91% 
for the Class of 2013. This is 
significantly higher than L.A. 
County’s average of 77% and 
the State’s average of 80.2%.   

The Board of Education 
voted on a final map of new 
trustee areas for the Novem-
ber 2015 Board election. Af-
ter holding numerous public 
meetings and listening to com-
munity members’ input, the 

Board adopted what is known 
as Map C.2. Please note that 
the creation of seven trustee 
areas pertains to the election 
of Board members, where they 
live and who votes for them.  
The redistricting process does 
not relate to any boundary 
changes in the District. Mov-
ing to a Trustee Area Election 
process does not affect where 
students go to school in the 
ABC Unified School District.  

We are all hoping that 
with the new Trustee Areas 
in place that the focus on our 
schools and student achieve-
ment throughout the District 
will remain the top priority. 
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KOREAN DANCERS: Jasmine, Yuri Nishi, Dylan, Eileen, and Rachel.  
Not shown: Dance Instructor Joo Myung Sook.

FATHER & DAUGHTER: Frank Yokoyama and his daughter Makenna.

AFRICAN AMERICAN GROUP: Aerilynn, Kesomi, Eviana, Johntae, 
Cireny, Bryson, Kennedy, Kylie, Adjani, Camille, Jared and Renne. Not 
shown: Director Antonita Leonard, Assistant Director Keysha Tami, Cho-
reographer Nytara Young and Parent Willene Norton.

FILIPINO FLOWER DANCERS:  Riana Villegas, Malena Santos, Lei-
la Lacorte, Makenna Yokoyama, Victoria Martins, Amara Hizon and Eva 
De La Rosa.

LEAP, Leal Elementary Holds International Festival
By Melinda Kimsey

Leal Elementary School 
and the Leal Elementary Arts 
Program (LEAP) held its first 
International Festival on May 2. 

It was truly an internation-
al festival because so many 
countries were represented. 
Hundreds of school children 
singing and dancing to songs 
from America, Mexico, Salva-
dor, India, Korea, and Europe.

A wide selection of food 
from several different coun-

tries was available as well.  
 The choreographer for 

the Filipino Cultural Presenta-
tion is a student from Whitney 
High School, Juliene Porciun-
cula. Parents also participated 
in the choreography. 

The choreography for the 
African American Culture pre-
sentation benefitted from the 
talents of Antonita Leonard, 
Keysha Taimi, Willenme Nor-
ton, and Nytara Young. 

A silent auction was held, 
with everything from gift cards 

AMERICAN COWBOYS & COWGIRLS: Doing a country western 
dance to “Act Naturally” are:  Tristan Hwang, Violet Dimitropoulos, Josh-
ua Reeve, Madelyn Allan and Nathan Reeve. 

to local restaurants to Dodger 
tickets, and there were even 
American Dolls for bid. 

LEAP is a non-profit or-
ganization that is completely 
staffed by teachers and par-
ent volunteers. Their goal is to 
make Leal Elementary a great 
school for all children and that 
all children will have the op-
portunity to be exposed to the 
arts in elementary school. 

For more information about 
LEAP, please contact them at: 
LEAPforLeal@gmail.com. 

Local Supporters Attend Fundraiser for Todd 
Rogers, Candidate for LA County Sheriff

“This is my department; 
I know how to fix it, 
and I will reform it.”

       – Todd Rogers

By Janet Beach

Many local officials and 
residents of Cerritos and sur-
rounding cities attended a 
fundraiser for Todd Rogers, 
Candidate for Los Angeles 
County Sheriff, on May 6 at 
Arté Cafe in Cerritos.

About 50 people attended 
the event, organized by Brad 
Beach, Cerritos Parks and Rec-
reation Commissioner, whom 
Rogers named “the MVP of 

his campaign.”
“Todd Rogers is a man of 

integrity and is the best can-
didate to reform our Sheriff’s 
Department,” said Beach. “It 
was an honor to host his event 
at the beautiful Arté Cafe, and 
I would like to thank everyone 
who helped and donated.”  

Several speakers gave 
their endorsement of Rogers, 
who is currently the Mayor of 
Lakewood and Assistant Sher-
iff of LA County, including: 

Brad Beach and Todd Rogers George Ray, Sally Flowers, Bruce Barrows, Todd Rogers and Bill Baca Sophia Tse, Todd Rogers, Lynda Johnson and Soo Yoo

Bill Baca, Lakewood commis-
sioner; Sophia Tse, President 
of the ABC School Board; 
George Ray and Bruce Bar-
rows, Cerritos Councilmem-
bers; and several others.

“I believe with Todd’s ex-
perience at the Sheriff Depart-

ment and his 13 years experi-
ence as a government leader, 
he is the best person to make 
positive changes starting the 
day he is sworn into office,” 
said Councilmember Ray.

“Todd is the only candi-
date that understands the im-
portance of a contract Sher-
iff’s Department and how it 
relates to meeting the needs of 
the cities that contract with the 
County,” said Councilmember 
Barrows. “Todd has shown 

and demonstrated that he pos-
sesses the moral fiber and eth-
ics and knowledge to clean up 
the Sheriff’s Department.”

With 29 years of experi-
ence in the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Rogers is eager and 
ready to “clean up” the LASD. 
He has already been respon-
sible for many reforms and 
wants to restore public trust in 
the Department. To learn more 
about Todd Rogers visit www.
rogers4sheriff.com.

DUTCH TRADITION: Aimee 
Crook and her daughter Laurie Crook.

INDIAN CULTURE: Sreshta Sankar
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CITY PLAZA

Sushi Samurai 

11700 South St.  #104
Artesia, CA 90701 (562) 865-5990

ASHOKA THE GREAT

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701562-809-4229

 

COME JOIN US FOR A DRINK!

BEST LUNCH 
BUFFET IN 

TOWN!

Indian Cuisine

Have 
Sushi 
Your
Way!

By Larry Caballero 
& William Lee

“We never stop short of a 
culinary experience you’re  sure 
to enjoy,” say Mezza Mediter-
ranean Grill of Cerritos owners 
Abe and Jake Jessa. 

Mezza prides itself in us-
ing the freshest products and 
making sure that their food is 
delicious and consistent.  “Just 
give us a call at (562) 860-
8818,” said Jessa, “or drop by 
for lunch or dinner. We are al-
ways ready to serve you.”

Mezza has taken their 
most popular dishes and com-
bined them to create wonder-
ful meals that are suitable for 
anyone’s budget. “There is 
sure to be something for you,” 

said Jessa.
Give it a try for your busi-

ness lunch, weekend brunch 
or an intimate dinner with that 
special someone.  

Their signature and most 
popular dish is the chicken 
tawook kabob, consisting of 
tender pieces of marinated 
chicken over an open flame, 
accompanied with their own 
garlic sauce.  The kafta kabob 
is also great to taste with its 
delicately spiced lean grilled 
beef cooked on an open flame.

Our favorite dish was the 
gyro sandwiches consisting of 
tender lamb and beef that is of-
fered with two side dishes.  We 
sampled their tasty chicken 
soup, hummus, fatoush salad 
and mixed greens.

Mezza Mediterranean Grill 
Is Ready To Serve

Abe Jessa’s family mi-
grated from India to East Afri-
ca, and eventually he settled in 
California before opening his 
first restaurant in Culver City 
near the Sony Studios. When 
he had the opportunity to open 
another restaurant in Cerritos, 
he jumped at the chance.

“I enjoy the community 
in Cerritos and hope resi-
dents will drop by to enjoy the       
many food choices the restau-
rant has to offer.” Jessa said 
his food is 80 percent Leba-
nese, 10 percent Greek and 10 
percent Italian.  And any food 
dish you choose will be 100 
percent delicious!

Abe Jessa told us that 
Mezza is a great option for 
any type of event. “We of-
fer a variety of choices fit for 
any budget. From meetings 
to weddings, we can provide 
everything you need to feed a 
large group of hungry guests.”

He guarantees that every 
customer who walks through 
his doors will be greeted by 
a  dedicated crew who will do 
everything necessary to make 
sure that you are both full and 
delighted with your catering or 
dining experience.

By Selene Lee

Mediterranean cuisine is 
the food from the cultures ad-
jacent to the Mediterranean 
Sea. Although the region spans 
a wide variety of cultures and 
three continents and many 
countries, the historical con-
nections of the region as well 
as the region's climate and 
economy led to many common 
elements in the foods.  

From the foods came the 
Mediterranean Diet, which is 
a way of eating based on the 
traditional foods and drinks of 
the countries surrounding the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

This Diet is not really a 
diet, as in “going on a diet” 
even though it is a great way 
to lose weight or improve your 
health.  Rather, it is a lifestyle-
including foods, activities, 
meals with friends and family 
and wine in moderation with 
your meals. 

Out of the Mediterranean 
cuisine, Lebanese cuisine 
stands out as one of the most 
well-known here. Lebanese 
cuisine includes an abundance 
of starches, whole grains, 

THE MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE
fruits, vegetables, fresh fish 
and seafood.  Animals fats are 
consumed sparingly and poul-
try is eaten more often than red 
meat. 

There are several items in 
this cuisine common to most. 
Falafel is a deep-fried ball or 
patty made from chickpeas, 
fava beans or both. Hummus 
is a Middle Eastern and Arabic 
food dip or spread made from 
cooked, mashed chickpeas 
blended with tahini, olive oil, 
lemon juice, salt and garlic. 

Shawarma is a Levantine 
Arab meat preparation, where 
lamb, chicken, turkey, beef, 
veal or mixed meats are placed 
on a split and may be grilled 
for as long as a day. 

Tabbouleh is a Leba-
nese salad traditionally made 
of bulgur, tomatoes, finely 
chopped parsley, mints, onion 
and seasoned with olive oil, 
lemon juice and salt. 

You can find the Mezza 
Grill in Cerritos as a fine ex-
ample of this unique cuisine. 
Why not treat yourself or with 
your family and give them a 
try, and you may be pleasantly 
surprised.

              

Garlic/Feta Fries & Mezzaquiles

Appetizer Sampler

Gyro with Baba Gahnouj and Salad

Mezza 
Mediterranean 

Grill

Mediterranean
Greek & Lebanese

11435 South Street 
Cerritos, CA 90703

562-860-8818
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May is Grandparents 
Month at the Cerritos 

Senior Center 

Cerritos College will hold 
its 57th annual commencement 
ceremony to honor its graduat-
ing students on May 17 at 5 
p.m. in Falcon Stadium. The 
college will present degrees 
and certificates earned during 
the 2013-2014 academic year.

This year's commence-
ment speaker is Dr. Manuel 
Baca, president of the Cali-
fornia Community Colleges 
Board of Governors.

The Board of Governors, 
appointed by Governor Jerry 
Brown, sets policy and pro-
vides guidance for the 72 dis-
tricts and 112 colleges which 
constitute the system. Dr. Baca 
has been a member of the 
board since 2009.

Dr. Baca is a political sci-
ence professor at Rio Hondo 
College where he has also held 
key academic and administra-
tive positions, including an in-
terim presidency. He currently 

Cerritos College to Host 57th Annual 
Commencement Ceremony May 17

serves on the governing board 
of the Mt. San Antonio Com-
munity College District.

In addition to other ap-
pointed positions, he served 
on the California Commu-
nity Colleges System Strate-
gic Plan Steering Committee 
and the Student Success Task 
Force, which led to the formu-
lation and passage of the Stu-
dent Success Act of 2012.

Dr. Baca holds a Ph.D. in 
education from the University 
of Southern California. His 
graduate and undergraduate 
degrees were earned at Cali-
fornia State University, Ful-
lerton where he was honored 
as one of 50 successful Latino 
alumni during the university's 
50th anniversary in 2007.

Dr. Baca is a graduate of the 
California community college 
system with an associate degree 
from Rio Hondo College where, 
in recognition of his service and 

contributions to Rio Hondo Col-
lege, he was named as a Fellow 
of the College.

No tickets are required for 
the ceremony. The entrance 
gates are located on both the 
northeast and northwest sides 
of Falcon Stadium and will 
open at 3:30 p.m. No strollers 
will be admitted into the sta-
dium for the ceremony.

Seating for wheelchair us-
ers and one guest may be re-
served upon request two weeks 
prior to commencement. 

For further details con-
tact Mary D'Ettorre, Disabled 
Student Program and Services 
(DSP&S) via email atmdet-
torre@cerritos.edu or phone 
(562) 860-2451 ext. 2346 or 
2352.

For more information about 
Cerritos College's 57th Annual 
Commencement, please visit-
www.cerritos.edu/commence-
ment.

By Larry Caballero 

When Artesia Mayor Tony 
Lima and his guests arrived at 
the Artesia Old Fire Station 
April 26, they were not ex-
pecting an elegant dinner com-
plete with black table cloths, 
candles, fresh spring flowers, 
gold charger plates and gold 
and white dinnerware. 

They were also pleasantly 
surprised to see volunteers from 
the Artesia Historical Society 
serving a delicious meal that 
included sherried tomato soup; 
spring salad with fresh raspber-
ries, walnuts, feta cheese and 
raspberry dressing; carrots with 
twice-baked potatoes and din-
ner rolls; prime rib; and both 
white and red wine.

Dessert was chocolate 
Texan sheet cake rounds with 

Artesia Mayor Hosts 
Fire Station Dinner

Enjoying a delicious prime rib dinner catered by Artesia Historical Soci-
ety volunteers were (l-r) Artesia Chamber Boardmember Lee Pfeffer, Dr. 
Mary Sherman, Artesia Mayor Tony Lima, former Cerritos College Board 
of Trustees Tina Cho, former Artesia City Manager Maria Dadian, Dr. 
Steve Sherman, ABC Superintendent Mary Sieu and Bob Lopez.

fresh whip cream and choco-
late ganache and fresh berries.

“This is our fourth annual 
Auction Fire Station Dinner 
for the Historical Society to be 
held at Old Fire Station #30,” 
said spokesperson Barbara 
Applebury. 

“If anyone wants to share 
this special event with their 
friends, please plan on com-
ing to the 2014 Gala planned 
for Oct. 3 at the Artesia DES 
Hall and bid on this special 
event at the auction.”

Mayor Lima has always 
been the highest bidder for the 
dinner in the past. “It’s always 
a pleasure to do what I can to 
support the Artesia Historical 
Society and all of their worthy 
causes. And enjoying a great 
dinner with friends is an added 
bonus!”   

seven trees and stumps; the re-
moval and replacement of the 
existing two-foot high planter 
walls at six locations and the 
removal and reconstruction of 
arterial stump-block walls ad-
jacent to the planter locations. 

The project is funded 
through Commercial Franchise 
Fees received for solid waste 
services. 

In other business the 
Council agreed with staff and 
rejected a  bid  of $300,650 for 
parkway tree maintenance. In 
his report to the council, Parks 
and Tree Superintendent Todd 
Kuh said the operating bud-
get allocated for citywide tree 
trimming was $100,000. 

He said the scope of the 
project include trimming  ap-
proximately 1,300 arterial trees 
and center median trees that are 
due for periodic trimming. 

Anticipating the possibil-
ity the bids received could ex-
ceed the budged amount, staff 
required  each bidder to item-
ize a unit price for each tree 
trim based upon individual ar-
terial street and center median 
sections.  

He said  the single bid re-
ceived was significantly higher 
than the estimated cost to com-
plete the project. The council 
approved a staff recommen-
dation to reduce the scope of 
the work while still trimming 
approximately 1,000 trees and 
seek new bids.

The council also awarded 
a low bid of $9,500 to JLL 
Enterprises Demolition for the 
demolition and removal of the 
wooden structure at Camp Lib-
erty and the installation of a 
canopy to serve as a temporary 
replacement for the structure. 

Vancheswaran said the 
original wood frame structure 
was built in 1988 and is now 

more than 25 years old. He 
said Camp Liberty has a seat-
ing capacity of 250 guests and 
is the largest outdoor covered 
venue in the city. 

An exchange agreement 
between the city and Alice 
Wang, trustee of the Alice 
Wang 166 Alice Wang An-
nuity Trust, to exchange city 
owned property at 12881 166th 
Street for property located at 
13043 166th Street. 

The Wangs operate GST a 
computer hardware  and infor-
mation technology (IT) support 
provider, using their current 
facility for warehousing and 
office administrative support 
operations.

Cerritos Advance Plan-
ning Manager Ryan Carey said 
during the last three years GST 
sales have increased from $54 
million in 2011 to $89 million 
in 2013. 

Approximately 65 per cent 
of GST’s sales revenue comes 
from taxable sales, the remain-
ing 35 per cent  from non-tax-
able service related items. 

The company has 11 em-
ployees and expects to increase 
the number of employees to 

Cerritos Council Awards Contract From Page 1

200 by 2018. It has outgrown 
its current location of 25,000 
sq. ft. and is looking for a space 
of approximately 50,000 sq. ft.

Carey said the Wang 
property would be transferred 
in a lien free condition, and 
the company would make a 
$2.750 million payment to the 
City, reflecting a portion of the 
difference in value of the City 
Property and the Wang Prop-
erty of approximately $1,055 
million.

Assuming GST grows as 
50 percent of their anticipated 
rate, the company will gener-
ate sufficient revenue to repay 
the City in full using sales tax 
proceeds above the base of 
$400,000. 

In addition, the city would 
realize total sales tax revenue 
of approximately $400,000. In 
addition, it would realize total 
sales tax revenues of approxi-
mately $6.6 million over the 
term of the agreement. 

The city note would be 
paid in full whether through 
sales tax, proceeds or GST 
payments,  and the city real-
izes a minim of $5.2 million in 
sales tax revenue.

Sergeant Arnold Alejo, 1st 
Combat Engineer Battalion, 
(CEB) Marine, stationed at 
Camp Pendleton, will be hon-
ored by the City of Cerritos on 
May 17,  Armed Forces Day,  
at 11:30 a.m. at the Sheraton 
Hotel Fountain Court. 

The public is invited to 
attend a presentation by the 
Mayor and City Council to 
honor him for his service.  
Tom Tislow and the Cerritos 
Veterans of Foreign Wars will 
serve as his host.

 Sgt Alejo and his buddy 

City of Cerritos to Honor Meritorious 
Marine on Armed Forces Day May 17

will stay the weekend in Cer-
ritos with lodging and meals 
complements of our sponsors: 
Sheraton Hotel, Mimi's, TGI 
Friday’s, Wood Ranch BBQ, 
BJs Restaurant, and the Maca-
roni Grill. The Friends of the 
1st CEB are providing tickets 
to Knott's Berry Farm.

Corporal Alejo was re-
cently recognized as the Non-
Commissioned Officer of the 
Quarter 2014, and as a result, 
he was meritoriously promoted 
to Sergeant. He has deployed 
to Afghanistan two times.
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More than 30 Artesia 
Chamber of Commerce guests 
were excited to attend the 
Chamber’s May 7 Luncheon 
at the Bacana Brazilian Grill 
Steakhouse and Restaurant at 
City Plaza to hear professional 
lecturer, Jack Mixner, speak 
about the importance of every 
business creating a Business 
Plan in order to run their busi-
ness successfully.

“It was a wonderful lun-

Artesia Chamber Hosts 
Business Luncheon

cheon with a very knowledge-
able and experienced profes-
sional lecturer,” said Artesia 
Chamber Vice-President Lou 
Trerotola. “Those who came 
said they really enjoyed it.” 

“We work with you and 
your team to create a strategic 
plan, and we return regularly 
to update the plan and make 
revisions as necessary. The fo-
cus is on implementation and 
results,” said Mixner.

Cerritos College Scholars' Honors
Program Recognizes Graduates

Scholars’ Honors Program 
(SHP) honored its 26 graduates 
on April 29, during its 17th 
annual graduation ceremony 
May 7.

SHP Director Timothy 
Juntilla was master of ceremo-
nies. “The SHP students have 
received acceptances to four-
year schools including CSUs, 
UCs, USC, La Verne, Loyola 
Marymount, San Jose State, 
Arizona State and various oth-
er universities,” said Juntilla.

Each of the graduates re-
ceived bronze medallions for 
completing the full SHP cur-
riculum of five honors courses 
while maintaining a 3.0 grade 
point average in transferable 
courses.

As the ceremony conclud-

ed, Juntilla announced the win-
ners of the annual Carole Cole 
Memorial Honors Scholarship 
and eighth annual Juntilla SHP 
Scholarship. Kathlyn Violago 
received the Carole Cole Me-
morial Honors Scholarship. 
Juan Ramirez and Vanessa 
Oropeza each received a $500 
Juntilla SHP Scholarship.

“Although this year's 
group of SHP graduates is a bit 
smaller than those of the past, 
it is by no means any less ac-
complished. Their acceptance 
rates to UC Berkeley (73 per-
cent), UCI (82 percent), and 
UCLA (94 percent) are spec-
tacular,” said Juntilla.

“These are some of the 
brightest students at Cerri-
tos College and, on behalf of 

the faculty who worked with 
these students over the years, 
I would like to extend our sin-
cere congratulations and best 
wishes for their future.”

Students who graduated 
from the SHP are:  Edward 
Chang,  Shahpari Davooodi-
fard, Aisha Diakite, Lauren Di-
dio, Gerardo Franco, Tori Har-
ris, Zainab Hassoun, Christian 
Hernandez, Karina Hidalgo, 
Daisy Juare, Nicholas McE-
wen, James Munteanu, Jesus 
Ojeda. Omar Ornelas, Vanessa 
Oropeza, Nick Osife, Alexa 
Quizon, Juan Ramirez, Gusta-
vo Reyes, Delmy Rodriguez, 
Thelma Rodriguez, Sothy Sok, 
Lauren Terazawa, Kathryn Vi-
olago, Ronak Zebarjedi, and 
Karen  Zapie. 

Presenting a Certificate of Appreciation to professional business lecturer 
Jack Mixner at the Artesia Chamber of Commerce May Luncheon were 
(l-r) President Parimal Shah and Vice-President Lou Trerotola.

Ad 
Salesperson

for the 
Gateway 
Guardian

Apply Today
Call Jerry at 

(562) 650-0437

By Frances Lee

A scientist, a gamer, a mu-
sician, an artist - all innovators, 
all visionaries, all high school 
students. It is these kinds of 
unique participants that make 
a Technology, Entertainment, 
and Design (TEDx) confer-
ence stand out as one of the 
leading facilities for insight-
ful and creative discussion 
throughout the world.

TEDx is a program of lo-
cal, self-organized events that 
bring people together to share 
a TED-like experience. At a 
TEDx event, TEDTalks video 
and live speakers combine to 
spark deep discussion and con-
nection in a small group. 

These local, self-organized 
events are branded TEDx, 
where x = independently or-
ganized TED event. It is de-
signed to introduce listeners to 
“ideas worth spreading” and to 
inspire deep conversations and 
connections within society. 

Whitney High School is 

excited to present TEDxWhit-
ney High on May 22 from 6 
- 8:30 p.m. in the new MAC 
auditorium. The theme for the 
conference is "THIS is ME," 
representing the blend of self-
discovery and self-expression 
that is so characteristic of high 
school years. 

It will allow the student 
speakers to freely share infor-
mation about events, people, 
and experiences that have sig-
nificantly impacted their lives. 
Speakers will relate their per-
sonal stories to concepts such 
as leadership, the road to suc-
cess, and true happiness. 

Through these personal 
and inspirational anecdotes, 
TEDx WhitneyHigh aims to 
demonstrate that making a dif-
ference is completely and real-
istically possible.

Everyone is invited to at-
tend. Light refreshments will 
be provided. To RSVP for  
TEDx Whitney High and to 
learn more, visit tedxwhitney-
high.weebly.com.

TEDx Conference to Be Held at Whitney HS
ABOUT TED

TED is a nonprofit organi-
zation devoted to Ideas Worth 
Spreading. Started as a four-
day conference in California 
almost 30 years ago, TED has 
grown to support its mission 
with multiple initiatives. 

The two annual TED Con-
ferences invite the world's 
leading thinkers and doers 
to speak for 18 minutes on a 
diverse mix of topics. Many 
of these talks are then made 
available, free, at TED.com. 

TED speakers have in-
cluded Bill Gates, Jane Good-
all, Elizabeth Gilbert and Sir 
Richard Branson. 

The TED2014 Conference 
takes place in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, along with 
the TEDActive simulcast in 
neighboring Whistler. TEDG-
lobal 2014 will be held in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil.

For information about 
TED's upcoming conferences, 
visit http://www.ted.com/reg-
istration.

Small Groups to Discuss Technology, Entertainment and Design

Cerritos City Council recognized Whitney High School students Melina 
Castorillo, Raji Ganapathy and Sabrina Wu, who created a documentary, 
“The American Dream,” which earned an honorable mention in the C-
SPAN StudentCam Documentary contest. The annual documentary com-
petition encourages students to consider the issues that affect communities 
and the nation. The theme for this year’s contest was “A Message to Con-
gress.” Students were asked to create a video documentary, five to seven 
minutes in length, in response to the question: “What’s the most important 
issue the U.S. Congress should address in 2014?”  

Whitney High Students Honored  
for C-SPAN Documentary Contest
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WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Place Your Ad Here 
For Only $10

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com 
562.493.6653

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

      Share Your Church News               
         With our Readers

Please submit information about:

      •  Church Services
     •  Bible Study Classes
     •  Special Events      
     •  Youth Activities
     •  Afterschool & Preschool 

FAITH

By Edna Ethington
 
 Everyone is invited to come to the 

St. Irenaeus Parish 50th Anniversary 
Fiesta of Super Heroes on June 20, 21 
and 22 on St. Irenaeus Parish grounds. 
There will be games, carnival rides, 
food booths, bingo, raffles, silent auc-
tion, music, and entertainment for fami-
lies and community members to enjoy. 

As part of fundraising for the 
church’s ministries, programs and char-
itable works for the needy, thousands 
of raffle tickets have been prepared for 
parishioners and community members.  
Money raised will support the church’s 
activities, while those who purchase 
tickets will have the opportunity to win 
a Grand Prize of $10,000, a First Prize 
of $3,000, a Second Prize of $1,500 or 
a Third Prize of $500.

Information about the Fiesta was 
mailed to 4,400 parishioners, along 
with a booklet of raffle tickets. Each 
parishioner was asked to sell one book 
of 40 tickets at $2 each, for a total of 

$80. The Fiesta Committee said that 
the support of each parishioner is need-
ed for the Fiesta to be a success.

As an incentive, when a book of 
tickets is completely sold, there is a 
“special sellers” ticket at the end of the 
book which will entitle the seller to a 
one time chance of winning $100 in the 
Early Bird Drawing that will be held 
on May 18 after the 5 p.m. Mass. The 
winner does not need to be present, but 
the winnings must be picked up by 6 
p.m. on June 22. 

The Fiesta Committee said that 
ticket stubs, money and unsold tickets 
can be returned to St. Irenaeus Parish 
Office or to the patio area of the church 
after all weekend masses starting April 
12. The Committee will be taking sign-
ups for volunteers who want to help at 
the Fiesta and will be available to an-
swer questions.

For more information about the 
Fiesta, contact Christine and George 
Welsch, Co-Chairpersons of the event, 
at 714-402-9755 or 714-553-9910. 

A Reading from the Gospel of John
By Melinda Kimsey

Jesus said: “Amen, amen I say to 
you, whoever does not enter a sheep-
fold through the gate but climbs over 
elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But 
whoever enters through the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 

The gatekeeper opens it for him, 
and the sheep hear his voice, as the 
shepherd calls his own voice, as the 
shepherd calls his own sheep by name 
and leads them out. When he has driv-
en out all his own, he walks ahead of 
them, and the sheep follow him, be-
cause they recognize his voice. 

But they will not follow a stranger; 
they will run away from him, because 
they do not recognize the voice of 
strangers.” 

Although Jesus used this figure of 
speech, the Pharisees did not realize 
what he was trying to tell them. So, Je-
sus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to 
you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who 
came before me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not listen to them. 

I am the gate. Whoever enters 
through Me will be saved, and will 
come in and go out and find pasture. A 
thief comes only to steal and slaughter 
and destroy; I came so that they might 
have life and have it more abundantly.”
REFLECTION 

In Jesus’ time, at the end of the 
day when their sheep were finished 
grazing, all the shepherds would bring 
their flocks together for the night. They 
would keep them safely in a protected 
fold so that wolves or thieves would 
not bother them. 

Every night one shepherd was ap-
pointed to lie down in front of the gate of 

the sheepfold so that no one could enter. 
This shepherd would protect the flocks, 
even with his life, if necessary. Each 
morning all the shepherds would return 
and call or whistle for their own sheep to 
gather. Each knew his own sheep and the 
sheep knew the sound of their shepherd’s 
voice and would follow him. 

The Good Shepherd is a strong and 
brave protector who lies down in front 
of the gate refusing to let anyone take 
or come near the gate. The Good Shep-
herd, Jesus, knows each of us by name 
and calls us in baptism. When life ex-
periences such as a family crises, death, 
illness, fear, or emotional pain make us 
unable to move or unable to care for 
ourselves, He is there to guard us, to 
protect us, and to lead us through the 
darkest hours. 

Sometimes it is only long after the 
event that we recognize He was there, 
and continues to be there for us. Taking 
time to recall those experiences helps 
us be aware of them the next time and 
take comfort and courage from His 
presence. 

The Good Shepherd is also an ex-
ample for us to learn how we should 
act around others. The Good Shepherd 
is the pattern for us to model our lives 
after. We should go out of our way to 
protect and care for others. We should 
watch over those who need watching 
over. 

In our community, there are those 
who are forgotten, who are helpless, 
and those who are lost. We should not 
wait for them to come to us, but rather, 
seek out those who need our help and 
are in some way lost. Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd to us; we should be shep-
herds to others. 

St. Irenaeus Parish to Celebrate 
50th Anniversary with a Fiesta 
of Super Heroes on June 20-21
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Three political ethics bills, 
authored by Assemblymember 
Cristina Garcia (D-Bell Gar-
dens) have passed unanimous-
ly out of the Assembly Appro-
priations Committee. 

As part of Garcia’s “Politi-
cal Conduct, Ethics & Public 
Trust Acts of 2014,” the bills 
are a wide ranging package of 
legislation written against a 
background of state and local 
corruption and political mis-
deeds that are plaguing Cali-
fornia’s political system.

 AB 1673 is a measure spe-
cifically written in response to 
a Sacramento based lobbyist 
who was fined heavily by the 
Fair Political Practices Com-

in the law, “Garcia said. 
“Our political culture must 

change to make it clear that 
rules matter and that fundrais-
ing activities must be transpar-
ent to the public,” she said.

Two other Garcia mea-
sures, passed by the Appropri-
ations Committee, will also be 
moving to the Assembly floor.

AB 1666 would double the 
existing restitution amounts 
and prohibit the use of cam-
paign funds by elected offi-
cials to pay restitution fine.

AB 1692 would prevent 
campaign funds from being used 
to pay for fines as result of pub-
lic officials in abusing personal 
use of campaign funds laws.

Assemblymember Garcia’s Ethics Bills Pass 
Final Committee; Vote Set on Assembly Floor  

By Larry Caballero

When Assemblywoman 
Cristina Garcia was elected to 
the California State Assembly 
in Nov. 2012, she immediately 
instituted a program to encour-
age more healthy living for 
herself and her constituents. 

She called it a Community 
Walk & Talk where residents 
can meet with her the first Sat-
urday of each month at 8 a.m. 
at a local park in her Assembly 
District.

Last Saturday more than 
40 Cerritos residents had the 

Cristina Garcia’s Community Walk 
and Talk Is Popular In Cerritos

More than 40 residents joined Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia (fourth from right) in her monthly Walk & Talk 
in Cerritos including (center) 2013 Cerritos Woman of the Year Katherine Chu, Cerritos Mayor Pro-Tem Carol 
Chen, ABC Boardmember Lynda Johnson and Cerritos College Boardmember John Paul Drayer.

opportunity to do just that at 
the Liberty Park Track. They 
asked questions or shared their 
concerns, as Garcia shared the 
progress she has made on sev-
eral ethics bills that are work-
ing themselves through com-
mittees in both houses of the 
state legislature.

Cerritos Mayor Pro-Tem 
Carol Chen said she was ap-
preciative of what Garcia has 
done to support the City with 
its ongoing battle with the Wa-
ter Replenishment District’s 
efforts to increase water rates 
without any apparent justifica-

tion.
Garcia introduced other lo-

cal dignitaries, including ABC 
School Board Trustee Lynda 
Johnson and Cerritos College 
Board Trustee John Paul Dray-
er, as well as her 2013 Woman 
of the Year Katherine Chu and 
her Young Legislators who are 
made up of high school stu-
dents in her area. 

Then everyone began to 
walk around the track several 
times in hopes of speaking 
with the Assemblywoman and 
perhaps to lose a few pounds 
at the same time.

mission for violations sur-
rounding the use of his home 
for political fundraisers. The 
violations included lavish 
spending on gourmet food, flo-
ral arrangements, fine liquor 
and cigars.

 The bill will ban lobbyists 
from staging home fundraisers 
and eliminate the dual standard 
that allows lobbyists to host at 
their homes and offices, non-
reportable, private affair fund-
raisers for lawmakers, valued 
by the lobbyistunder $500.

 “It makes no sense that a 
lobbyist must report a $10 gift 
to a legislator, but elaborate 
home dinner parties go unre-
ported because of a loophole 

Duchess is a gorgeous, 
5-year-old English bulldog 
who loves her mistress and 
cookies. She is in the process 
of writing her autobiography.

Dear Duchess,
 My mommy recently went 
out and bought a fabulous 
new bathing suit. She looks 
so amazing! Where can we 
go to the beach so she can 
show it off, and I can go and 
run on the sand?
Lola from Lakewood

Dear Lola,
I would suggest going to 
Belmont Shore. They have 
delicious food, and you 

should see the life guards,   
va va voom! And while 
you’re down there, check 
out Rosie’s Dog Beach. It 
is located at 5000 E. Ocean 
Blvd. It is the only off-leash 
dog beach in LA County, so 
you can run free and check 
out all of the other dogs. 
Don’t forget to wear your 
collar, and tell your mommy 
to be sure to take  her 
sunscreen. Have fun!!! 
  Duchess

The Los Angeles County 
Professional Peace Officers 
Association (PPOA) Board of 
Directors has announced their 
endorsement of Sally Havice 
for the 32nd Senate District.

“As a mother and sister 
of law enforcement officers, I 
am truly honored to have the 
support of the men and wom-
en who protect our homes and 
schools,” said Havice. “The 
challenges they face every day 
and night cannot be appreci-
ated until they are needed.  
Those who place themselves 
in harms way to protect us are 
very special persons.”

The PPOA represents 
more that 8,600 law enforce-
ment leadership professionals 
in Los Angeles County. 

“The men and women 
of PPOA are dedicated pro-
fessionals providing the best 
in public safety to the com-
munities they serve. We are 
confident that your integrity, 
judgment, and clear grasp of 
the issues make you the best 

More Law Enforcement 
Members Support Sally 
Havice for State Senate

to serve your constituents and 
our members in law enforce-
ment,” said Brian Moriguchi, 
President of PPOA.

Havice served three con-
secutive terms in the State 
Assembly and authored leg-
islation to toughen laws on 
child rape, child privacy and 
home invasion robberies. She 
also wrote laws to strengthen 
Megan’s Law, and wrote Cali-
fornia’s landmark bill on anti-
bullying.

The 32nd Senate District 
includes the cities of Artesia, 
Bellflower, Buena Park, Cerri-
tos, Commerce, Downey, Ha-
waiian Gardens, La Habra,  La 
Mirada, Norwalk, Montebello, 
Pico Rivera, Santa Fe Springs, 
Whittier and the communities 
of Los Nietos, East Whittier, 
North Whittier, South Whit-
tier, and Hacienda Heights.

For more information re-
garding Sally’s candidacy, 
please go  to her website: hav-
iceforsenate2014.com or call 
562.926.5673.

      SAVE THE DATE 
          Community Family Guidance Center’s
24th Annual Golf Classic
              Monday, May 19

For more information, 
contact Deidra McMorris at (562) 924-5526 

or dmcmorris@cfgcenter.com

Rio Hondo Golf Club 
Downey, CA

Campaign to Grow 
Strong Families 

and Prevent Child Abuse!

Wonder of Dinosaurs features museum quality robotic 
and static dinosaurs. Our dinosaurs are beautifully dis-
played and accompanied by signs that provide informa-
tion that you will find both educational and fascinating.

The Exhibition is a walk through at your own pace 
self-guided tour. While our robotic dinosaurs have been 
known to make adults jump back, the entire exhibit is 
family friendly for even the youngest of children.

LOS CERRITOS CENTER

NOW 
THROUGH

MAY 26
(951) 543-6011

WonderofDinosaurs.com
Located in the former 
Nordstrom’s store.
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MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595


