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Hews Media Group Community News Printed False Statements & Accusations

In response to an article 
published in the “Los Cerritos 
Community News” on Friday, 
February 17, 2017 and a letter 
received by the City Clerk’s 
Office on the same date claim-
ing that a Cerritos City Coun-
cil candidate running in the 
current election has violated 
the City Charter’s term limits, 
Cerritos City Attorney Mark 
Steres has issued the follow-
ing statement:

“The exact question raised 
by the letter received by the 
City Clerk on February 17, 
2017, and by the article on 
February 17, 2017, in the ‘Los 
Cerritos Community News’ 
has already been addressed by 
the California Attorney Gen-
eral in 2004 (Attorney Gen-
eral Opinion No. 04-907). The 
California Attorney General 
concluded that the Cerritos 
City Charter imposes only a 
two-year period of ineligibility 
prior to serving the next term 
of office. 

The California Attorney 
General ruled that following 
two consecutive terms of of-
fice, a former council mem-
ber may run for election at the 
next municipal election that 

Cerritos City Attorney Responds to Claim 
of Term Limit Issue in Current Election

follows in two years. As such, 
the former council member is 
eligible to run for City Coun-
cil at the upcoming April 11, 
2017 election. 

This interpretation of the 
Cerritos City Charter has been 
applied consistently by the 
City Clerk’s office since the 
term limit proposition (Propo-
sition H) was adopted by the 
voters in 1986. 

The specific question 
asked to the Attorney General 
in 2004 was the following: 
Are Paul Bowlen and John 
Crawley unlawfully serving as 
members of the Cerritos City 
Council due to seeking reelec-
tion within two years of serv-
ing two consecutive terms on 
the city council contrary to the 
provisions of the city charter?

The following are ex-
cerpts from the California At-
torney General Opinion (No. 
04-907): 

“The City of Cerritos 
(“Cerritos”) is a charter city. 
Pursuant to the city charter, 
‘any council member who 
has served two consecutive 
four year terms shall not be 
eligible, for a period of two 
years, to seek reelection or be 

appointed to the Cerritos City 
Council.’ 

Citizens for Fiscally Re-
sponsible Government (“Rela-
tor”) alleges that Paul Bowlen 
and John Crawley (“Defen-
dants”) have violated this city 
charter provision by seeking 
reelection without waiting the 
requisite two years after serv-
ing two consecutive terms on 
the city council. Relator re-
quests that we grant leave to 
sue in quo warranto to remove 
Defendants from office. Rela-
tor’s application is denied.

Defendant Bowlen was 
elected to two consecutive 
terms on the city council, 1989-
1993 and 1993-1997, and was 
reelected to the city council 
for the terms 1999-2003 and 
2003-2007. Defendant Craw-
ley was elected to two consec-
utive terms as a member of the 
city council, 1991-1995 and 
1995-1999, and was reelected 
to the city council for the term 
2001-2005.

This is an exerpt from City 
Attorney Mark Steres’ press 
release. To read the entire 
report, please visit the city’s 
website: www.cerritos.us/.

By Janet Beach

The 2017 Sheriff’s Crime 
Update was presented at the 
Cerritos Regional Chamber 
of Commerce’s Business Net-
working Luncheon on Feb. 16 
at the Sheraton Hotel.

The main speaker was 
Captain  Joseph Nuñez of the 
Cerritos Sheriff’s Station, who 
spoke about crime statistics in 
the city.

He began by saying that 
“Cerritos is a very safe city. 
We do not have murders in the 
city, we don’t have gang vio-
lence, we don’t have drive-by 
shootings, and we don’t have 
gansters targeting the city.” 
However, he said there has 
been an increase in aggravated 
assault, but most of that is in 
domestic violence within the 

Sheriff’s Crime Update 
Given at Chamber Luncheon

(l to r) Detective Rick Kiguelman, Capt. Joseph Nuñez and Lt. Ed Wells 
present Cerritos crime statistics and crime prevention tips at the Cerritos 
Regional Chamber Luncheon on Feb. 16 at the Sheraton Hotel.

family.
Capt. Nuñez said the crime 

rate in Cerritos is very low 
when you factor in the number 
of people who are in the city 
shopping at the Towne Center 
and the Mall every day.

In 2016, the City of Cerri-
tos had no murders, four rapes 
involving teenagers known to 
the victims and 60 aggravated 
assaults in 48 incidents. There 
were nine commercial robber-
ies and 18 arrests for shoplift-
ing, which is a misdemeanor 
involving a theft of less than 
$950.

Burglaries included ve-
hicle (391), residential (299), 
commercial (164) and locker-
room (27). He said that petty 
theft comprises 35 percent of 

Artesia Chamber Hosts  
Java with Janice Hahn

(Front) Barbara Applebury, Elaine Burdick, Michelle Diaz and Karen 
Speers, (Back) Supervisor Janice Hahn, Artesia Chamber President Pao-
Ling Guo and Dorothy Owen attended Java with Janice on Feb. 25.
     More Photos on Page 9

Contrary to the article in 
the Hews Media Group Com-
munity News on Feb. 17, For-
mer Cerritos Mayor and City 
Councilmember Bruce Bar-
rows is running for a seat on 
the Cerritos City Council in the 
April 11 election after sitting 
out for two years. He is one of 
seven candidates vying for two 
open seats on the council.

Brian Hews, publisher of 
the paper, who wrote the top 
story on the front page, claimed 
in the headline that “BAR-
ROWS VIOLATED CITY 
CHARTER.” This accusation 
is simply not true, accord-
ing to Cerritos City Attorney 
Mark Steres, who has issued 
a press release explaining the 
City Charter and specifically 

the term limits established by 
the voters back in 1986. (See 
article below.)

Hews’ article also states 
that “the revelation will come 
as a huge shock to Barrows 
and his supporters.” Again, 
this was not true, as Barrows 

himself had run for election in 
2007 after sitting out for two 
years after his previous eight 
years on council.

He knew that the issue had 
been resolved in 2004 when 
the question was asked wheth-
er two other councilmembers, 
Paul Bowlen and John Craw-
ley, were serving lawfully after 
doing the same thing. 

The Attorney General’s 
opinion stated, “We believe 
that the voters’ intent in adopt-
ing Proposition H was to allow 
former city council members 
to take office after a two-year 
hiatus.” 

The Cerritos City Charter 
imposes only a two-year peri-
od of ineligibility prior to serv-
ing the next term of office.

 

Bruce Barrows
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published bi-weekly. Contents 
of the newspaper may not be 
reproduced without the written 
permission from the Publisher. 
All submissions for publica-
tion become the property of the 
Gateway Guardian and will not 
be returned. The paper does not 
guarantee submissions will be 
published. All submissions are 
subject to editing to conform to 
space limitations.

The Gateway Guardian is grate-
ful for the following guest writers 
who have submitted articles and 
have contributed to the sucess of 
the newspaper: Edna Ethington, 
Richard Guiss, Dr. Bob Hughlett, 
Selene Lee, Councilman Tony 
Lima, Dan Nino and Ernie Nishi.

Ad deadline is the Friday before 
publication date. Camera-ready 
copy is accepted or custom ads 
may be designed by the staff.
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Declared a legally adjudi-
cated newspaper of general 
circulation on June 7, 2016, 
in the County of Los Angeles 
by Court Case BS-159353

        NEWS

And many more!

With LegalShield on your side, you’ll always have access           
to experienced attorneys for advise on an unlimited number   

of legal issues, so you can worry less and live more.
 

Join over 1.4 million families and protect yours with LegalShield. 
Business and Commercial Truck Drivers, Plans also available

Contact:  Frank Bellospirito    714-932-6599
website: nephilm1953.com  •  email: fpbell@juno.com

Unexpected Legal 
questions arise 
every day.

Cerritos College Opens 
New Math/CIS & Fine Arts 
Building on Campus

College Board President Zurich Lewis, James D. Woolever, Trustee Car-
men Avalos and Cerritos College President Dr. Jose Fierro at the dedica-
tion of the New Mathematics and Computer Information Sciences Lobby.

Cerritos Optimist Club Awards 
Oratorical Contest Winners

Oratorical Contest Chair Dr. Bob Green (left) and Cerritos Optimist 
President Terry Matz (right) with winners of the Girls Oratorical Con-
test – (l to r) Amaranta Torres from Ross Middle School, 2nd Place 
($300); Damaris Rodriguez from Artesia High School, 1st Place ($500); 
and Tanisha Gupta from Whitney High School, 3rd Place ($200)
. The theme of the contest was “What the World Gains from Opti-
mism,” and each girl had 4-5 minutes to speak on this topic.

Soroptimists Raise $44,880
at Annual Monte Carlo Night

The Open Enrollment – 
School of Choice window for 
the ABC Unified School Dis-
trict will be March 1 – March 
31, 2017. Parents may ap-
ply for all school programs 
through the online application 
atwww.abcschoolsofchoice.
com and through the link on 
the ABC Unified School Dis-
trict homepage.

The online application 
process that began in 2013, 
has improved the School of 
Choice Open Enrollment pro-
cess in ABCUSD by making 
it more convenient for par-
ents and families to enroll. It 
is also more cost effective and 
time efficient for the school 
and district staff to implement 
each year.

The district staff has 
worked with Smart Choice 
Technologies to ensure that 
the School of Choice/Magnet 
School application is consis-
tent with all current ABCUSD 
Board policies and timelines. 
The Smart Choice Technolo-

gies application process will 
enable parents to apply online 
from home, the school site, 
or the district Office. Parents 
will also be able to check the 
status of their application(s) 
throughout the process, print 
a receipt of the time and date 
of their application and make 
multiple choices of schools 
for their child. Parents will be 
notified of the results of the 
lottery electronically through 
the email provided on the ap-
plication.

The Smart Choice Tech-
nology website will be acti-
vated on Wednesday, March 
1, 2017 at 12:01 a.m. (PST). 
It will remain open until 4:30 
p.m. on Friday, March 31, 
2017. The results of the lottery 
will be posted online by Mon-
day, May 1, 2017.

Tim Catlin, Supervisor 
of Child Welfare and Atten-
dance, is coordinating the ef-
fort for the district and may be 
contacted at (562) 926-5566 
ext. 21105.

ABCUSD Open Enrollment
Schools of Choice

Next School 
Board Meeting:

  March 7
7 p.m.

District Office 
16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703

Thanks to Measure CC 
(2004) and G (2012) Bond dol-
lars, Cerritos College celebrat-
ed the grand opening of the new 
Mathematics/Computer Infor-
mation Science (CIS) Building 
and Fine Arts Complex with a 
ceremony on Feb. 15.

The Math/CIS Building is 
a $22-million project funded 
by Measure CC Bond dollars 
and is located in the area pre-
viously occupied by the Tech-
nology Building. The 33,000-
square-foot facility’s first floor 
supports math faculty, math 
classrooms, and a study center. 

The second floor features 
computer information labs, 
classrooms, and a study cen-
ter.  The lobby was dedicated 
the foyer of the building in 

honor of Jim Woolever, who 
has taught computer informa-
tion science at Cerritos Col-
lege for the past 53 years.

The new Fine Arts Com-
plex is a $33.5-million project 
funded by Measure G Bond 
dollars. The facility is a two-
story building with approxi-
mately 55,000 square feet. The 
first floor features high-tech 
equipment such as 3D design/
jewelry, printmaking, ceram-
ics, film, and an art gallery. 

The second floor includes 
painting/drawing, computer 
graphics, photography, and 
mass communication. The Fine 
Arts Complex’s exterior fea-
tures metal paneling to reflect 
Piet Mondrian, abstract painter 
noted for his unique painting.

Members of the Soroptimist International of Artesia-Cerritos cel-
ebrated the 25th Anniversary of their Monte Carlo Night on Saturday, 
Feb. 25 at the Centre at Sycamore Plaza in Lakewood. The theme of 
the event was “Winter Wonderland,” and it included a roast beef din-
ner, gaming tables (blackjack and craps), silent auction items, oppor-
tunity drawings and more. In all, the Soroptimists raised $44,880 at 
this event. President Pat Law thanked everyone for coming and for  
generously supporting their biggest fundraiser of the year. The money 
raised will go to charities and awards helping women and girls. The 
mission of the Soroptimists is to improve the lives of women and girls 
through programs leading to social and economic empowerment.
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ARTESIA:                                          
Lunar New Year and Safety Expo 
Saturday, March 4  •  11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Pioneer Boulevard between 183rd and  
188th StreetsJoin the City of Artesia  
in celebrating the year of the Rooster  
with Asian cultural performances, free  
youth crafts, food trucks, vendors and equipment 
from the LA County Fire and LA County Sheriff’s 
Departments.

Youth Baseball & Softball Opening Day 
Saturday, March 11   •   Artesia Park 
Pancake breakfast fundraiser inside the Albert O. Little 
Community Center at from 8 a.m to 10 a.m. Opening 
Day Ceremony begins at 10 a.m on baseball diamond 1.

Cesar Chavez Day Program 
Thursday, March 30  •  4:30 p.m.  Artesia Park 
   
CERRITOS
Cerritos Resident Talent Show Auditions 
Saturday, March 4  •  12 - 4 p.m.   Cerritos Park East 
Sunday, March 5  •  12 - 4 p.m.   Cerritos Park East

Cerritos Resident Talent Show 
Saturday, April 8  •  6 p.m. Cerritos Park East 

City Council Candidates’ Forums 
Monday, March 6  •  7 p.m. Council Chambers 
Tuesday, March 14  •  7 p.m. Council Chambers 
Wednesday, March 22  •  7 p.m. Council Chambers

HAWAIIAN GARDENS
Pet Vaccination 
Wednesday, March 15    
C. Robert Lee Activity Center

By Edna Ethington

The La Palma-Cerritos American 
Association of University Women 
(AAUW) will host a Cerritos City 
Council Candidates Forum on Mon-
day, March 6 at 7 p.m., with AAUW 
member Penny Brown as moderator.  
The Candidates Forum, which will be 
held in the Cerritos Council chambers, 
is open to the public, and there will be 
an opportunity for a question and an-
swer period during the evening.

There are seven candidates running 
for the two vacant seats on the City 
Council:  Bruce W. Barrows, (retired) 
former Council Member and Mayor of 
Cerritos; Sally Havice, (retired) former 
California Assemblywoman, Busi-
nesswoman and Educator; Grace Hu, 
former Council Member and Mayor 
of Cerritos; Amantha Ramachandran, 
Technology Consultant; Ashish Ku-

AAUW to Host Cerritos City 
Council Candidates Forum

mar Verma, Software Chief Technolo-
gist; Chuong Vo, Police Officer/Plan-
ning Commissioner; and Frank Aurelio 
Yokoyama, Businessman and Real Es-
tate Attorney.

Cerritos community members are 
especially invited to attend the Can-
didates Forum so that they can learn 
about each candidate’s qualifications 
and make an educated choice when 
voting for who will serve on the Cer-
ritos City Council in 2017.  

According to Harriet Moses, Co-
Chair of the AAUW Public Policy 
Committee, the Candidates Forum will 
be televised and rebroadcast on Sun-
day, March 19 at 8 p.m. and Monday, 
April 3 at 7 p.m.  

For more information about the 
Cerritos City Council Candidates Fo-
rum on March 6, contact AAUW Co-
Chairs Harriet Moses at 714-994-1487 
or Sondra Cohen at 714-826-1097.

Bruce Barrows Kicks Off Campaign
for Cerritos City Council on Feb. 19 

The City of Cerritos is looking for individuals 
to work as pollworkers at selected polling 
locations on Tuesday, April 11, 2017 for the 
General Municipal Election.

Those who can communicate in Chinese, 
Korean, Hindi or Spanish languages are 
especially needed. 

Pollworkers will be compensated $155 
(Inspectors: $175) if they attend the 
mandatory pollworker training and work  
a full shift on election day. 

POLLWORKERS NEEDED

If you are interested, please contact the 
(562) 916-1248 

or election2017@cerritos.us.

For more information, contact the Chamber:
Phone: 562/467-0800     Email:  chamber@cerritos.org

2017 Cerritos City Council 
Candidates Forum 

TUESDAY, MARCH 14   •   7 PM
Cerritos City Council Chambers 

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce

FREE AND OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC

By Janet Beach
Bruce Barrows, candidate 

for Cerritos City Council, held 
his Campaign Kick-off on Feb. 
19. About 75 people attended 
the event at the home of Bob 
and Nancy Crockett.

Speakers included Mayor 
George Ray, Mayor Pro Tem 
Naresh Solanki, Councilmem-
bers/Former Mayors Carol 
Chen and Jim Edwards, Former 
Mayor Gloria Kappe and ABC 
School Board Trustee Soo Yoo. 

The speakers agreed that 
Former 4-time Mayor Barrows, 
who has knowledge about the 
city and many years of experi-
ence on the City Council, al-
ways does his homework and is 

About 75 supporters of Bruce Barrows for Cerritos City Council attended his Campaign Kick-off on Feb. 19 at 
the home of Bob and Nancy Crockett. Barrow’s wife Theresa, son Nathan and daughter Jessica, her husband and 
two children also attended the event.

someone the residents can trust.
Barrows was instrumental 

in getting the Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station built in 1995, opening 
the new addition to the station 
in 2010 and making it a full-
service station. “Protecting our 
community has always been 
my top priority,” said Barrows.

Some of Barrows’ goals 
involve discontinuing the 5 per-
cent subsidy for the Magnolia 
Power plant users while selling 
the city’s share of the power 
plant. The immediate savings 
will be $500,000 per year. To 
help gain better control of the 
CCPA budget, he promised to 
continue efforts to contract out 
all aspects of the theater.

Barrows said that with 
the death of Art Astor, many 
aspects of the operations and 
maintenance of the Museum 
are unclear and will require a 
thorough review. He is inter-
ested in leasing out the Mul-
liken Building to government 
entities to reserve the agree-
ments in place as to who can 
use the building.

If elected, he wants to com-
plete the process he helped initi-
ate in 2009 to resolve the city’s 
challenges, starting with the 
economic downturn after the 
state took away local revenues 
and the end of redevelopment 
– basically, to finish getting the 
city back on track.
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

•  Letters must be no more than 200 words, typed and 
double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and must include the 
author’s address and phone number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Gateway Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit editorial content, 
without notice, for length, grammar, clarity or libelous statements.

Letters to the Editor

EDITORIAL OPINION:

Hews Violated the Canons of Journalism

By Melinda Kimsey

By Brad Beach

My thoughts and condo-
lences go out to the families 
of the three police officers 
who paid the ultimate sacri-
fice from the Whittier Police 
Department, California High-
way Patrol and the Alameda 
County Sheriff's Department. 
May they rest in peace.  

LBPD SWAT served a 
high risk narcotics search 
warrant in our city and had 
a shootout with a resident on 
Alexander Street.  LASD SEB 
were flown in to assist, and 
the helicopter landed at Cerri-
tos Elementary School on the 
field. The suspect was later 
found dead inside the home, 
and the officers were all okay.  
On a positive note, the kids 
took a cool photo with the he-
licopter and deputies.  

I hosted a neighborhood 
watch meeting at my home 
last week, and met many of 
my neighbors.  This is a great 
idea to make your street safer 

The Cannons of Jour-
nalism are supported by the 
American Society of Newspa-
per Editors and were founded 
in 1923.  Under the Cannon of 
Responsibility it states, “The 
right of a newspaper to attract 
and hold readers is restricted 
by nothing but consideration of 
public welfare. A journalist who 
uses his power for any selfish or 
otherwise unworthy purpose is 
faithless to a high trust.” 

Under the Canon of Inde-
pendence it states, “Freedom 
from all obligations except 
that of fidelity to the public 
interest is vital. Promotion of 
any private interest contrary to 
the general welfare, for what-
ever reason, is not compatible 
with honest journalism. Par-
tisanship, which knowingly 
departs from the truth, does 
violence to the best spirit of 
American journalism.” 

Under the Cannon of Sin-
cerity, truthfulness, and accu-

racy it states, “Good faith with 
the reader is the foundation of 
all journalism worthy of the 
name. By every consideration 
of good faith, a newspaper is 
constrained to be truthful. It is 
not to be excused for lack of 
thoroughness or accuracy.” 

Under the Cannon of Fair 
Play it states, “A newspaper 
should not publish unofficial 
charges affecting the reputa-
tion or moral character of a 
person. A newspaper should 
not involve the private rights 
without sure warrant of pub-
lic right as distinguished from 
public curiosity.” 

Under Decency it states, 
“A newspaper cannot escape 
conviction of insincerity which 
publication is not demon-
strably for the general good. 
Lacking authority its Cannons 
of the journalism represented 
can only but express the hope 
that deliberate pandering to vi-
cious instincts will encounter 
effective public disapproval 
and yield to preponderant pro-
fessional condemnation.”

When Brian Hews, owner 
of the Hews Media Group,  Los 
Cerritos Community News and 
the La Mirada Lamplighter, 
published in his newspaper, 
the Hews Media Group Los 
Cerritos Community News on 
Feb. 17, 2017, an article writ-

ten by Hews, with the headline 
stating, “BRUCE BARROWS 
VIOLATED CITY CHARTER, 
CANNOT RUN FOR CITY 
COUNCIL,” Hews violated 
the Cannons of Journalism. 

Former Councilman and 
former Mayor, Bruce Barrows 
does have the right to run for 
a city council position in the 
next election, based on legal 
documents issued by the City 
of Cerritos’ attorney, Mark 
Steres. Hews not only violat-
ed the Cannons of Journalism, 
but he insulted the entire city 
council, past and present. He 
insulted the City of Cerritos 
administrators and all staff. 
He insulted the residents of 
the City of Cerritos. He has 
demonstrated a clear lack of 
integrity and has offended all 
honorable and trustworthy 
journalists. He has violated 
the very essence of journal-
ism, which it to uphold the 
fidelity of public trust. 

I sincerely hope, and agree 
with the Cannons of Journal-
ism, and that Hews will be 
held accountable for his un-
warranted attack on Barrows, 
the city council, the city staff, 
and the residents of the city. 
Surely, Hews should “encoun-
ter effective public disapproval 
and yield to preponderant pro-
fessional condemnation.’

and to get to know who lives 
around you.  I’d like to thank 
Deputy Cham from the Cer-
ritos Sheriff's Station for the 
great presentation and encour-
age anyone reading this to 
reach out to him to come to 
your neighborhood.  

Well, the residents have 
been asking for their trees to 
be trimmed for a long time, 
and Mother Nature sure did a 
number on our city. My tree 
lost a lot of branches and many 
trees fell completely down. 
One tree even fell on a vehicle 
on South Street, and I’m glad 
everyone was okay.  

We have a couple of new 
businesses coming to the area 
soon.  7 Leaves Cafe will be 
coming to the corner of Nor-
walk and Artesia. Cotton On, 
an Australian clothing compa-
ny, will be coming to the Los 
Cerritos Center.

Supporters of Cerritos 
High School wrestler, De-
siree Estrada, have created a 

Go Fund Me page for her to go 
to the national championships.  
The girls’ team was the CIF 
Suburban League Champion, 
and they were recently honored 
by Los Angeles County Super-
visor Janice Hahn for their great 
season.  Good luck, Desiree, in 
representing the Dons.  

There are several upcom-
ing events in our community: 
“Read Across America Day” 
at Wittmann Elementary on 
March 3 from 7:45 - 8:45 a.m.  
I will be there reading to the 
kindergarten classes, and it is 
a great time. 

March 5 from noon to  
4 p.m. is the Cerritos Resident 
Talent Show at CPE.  March 6 
will be the first Council Can-
didates’ Forum by the Ameri-
can Association of University 
Women at 7 pm in the Council 
Chambers.  

Finally, daylight savings 
time is coming up on March 
12th.  Don't forget to spring 
forward.  Stay safe, Cerritos!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com 

 
READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

Lexus of Cerritos was 
chosen for Cerritos’ Busi-
ness Recognition Program, 
which showcases local busi-
nesses that foster pride in the 
City’s community and econo-
my. Lexus management staff 
members Desmond Thomp-
son and Connor Jenkins ac-
cepted the honors. 

Lexus of Cerritos, which 
opened in August 1989, was 
among the first Lexus deal-

Lexus of Cerritos chosen 
for Cerritos Business  
Recognition Program

erships to open in the United 
States. It has received numer-
ous awards from the Toyota 
Corporation. In 2016, Lexus 
of Cerritos finished the year 
at number six in the western 
region (out of more than 70 
Lexus locations) and ranks 
number 22 out of 280 Lexus 
dealerships nationwide.

Lexus of Cerritos is locat-
ed in the Cerritos Auto Square 
at 18800 Studebaker Road.

Cerritos City Councilmembers Carol Chen, Mark Pulido, Jim Edwards, 
Mayor George Ray and Mayor Pro Tem Naresh Solanki congratulate Des-
mond Thompson, fleet manager at Lexus, and Connor Jenkins.

all crimes in Cerritos, he said.
He gave the following 

statistics for robberies: grand 
theft, which is $950 or more, 
- 144, grand theft shoplifting 
- 70; shoplifting - 413, petty 
theft - 478; and vehicle theft 
- 229.

“Because we have nice 
things like shopping malls, 
the auto mall, homes, parks, 
and schools, criminals look at 
this. About 80 percent of the 
people arrested are not Cerri-
tos residents,” said Capt. Nu-
ñez.

Forgery and fraud to-
taled 259, vandalism, 189 and 
simple assault, 126. Narcotics 
arrests totaled 49, sex misde-
meanorsm 18, sex felonies, 9 
and arson, 5. The arsons in-
volved teenagers in the park. 

He concluded by saying 
that the community needs to 
be involved in fighting crime. 
“If you see something, say 
something.” Also, have the 
Cerritos Sheriff’s Dept. num-
ber on your phone: 562-860-
0044.

Lt. Ed Wells said that 
crime is on the rise and in the 
State of California, due to AB 
109, which involves the num-
ber of inmates in California 
prisons. It required counties to 
house inmates previously sent 
to state prisons. It also forced 
counties to release prisoners, 
and thus there are more crimi-
nals on the street, and that 

equals more crime. 
He also spoke about Prop. 

47, which reduced the penal-
ties for some crimes by reduc-
ing many non-violent serious 
crimes or felonies to misde-
meanors. “We in law enforce-
ment believe that these two 
pieces of legislation are di-
rectly related to the increase in 
property crimes,” he said.

Capt. Nuñez went on to 
give the following statistics for 
2016: traffic collisions - 852, 
traffic citations - 4,333, and 
parking citations - 750. There 
were 1,092 arrests, 19,203 
calls for service, 3 gang-relat-
ed stops. 

He concluded by saying 
that Cerritos residents and 
businesses need to be pro-            
active in preventing crime 
from occurring by in stall-
ing alarm systems and scurity 
gates. He also said dogs are a 
good deterrant.

“It is a privilege to serve 
the citizens that live, work and 
shop in Cerritos,” said Capt. 
Nuñez.

Det. Rick Kiguelman, 
who is a fraud and forgery de-
tective, gave tips on protecting 
your identity. He said, “Do not 
give out security codes, pass-
words or bank account num-
bers. Fraudulent checks, fake 
ID’s and counterfeit cash are 
easy to print, so use electronic 
checks.” He also said that cy-
ber crime is increasing.  

Sheriff’s Crime Update From Page 1 
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“…tomorrow and plans for tomorrow can have 
no significance at all unless you are in full 

contact with the reality of the present, since it 
is in the present and only in the present that 

you live.” – Alan Watts. 
 

17918 Pioneer Blvd Suite 210 
Artesia CA 90701 

800-799-2115 
www.anilinsurance.com 

 

KAGW, LLP, 17918 Pioneer Blvd., Suite 200, Artesia, CA 90701, USA 
Call: (562) 865-2727 | Fax: (562) 865-2760 | Email: info@kagwllp.com

Bookkeeping 
and Income

Tax ServicesCommitment  •   Integrity  •  Quality

“We are a full-service CPA firm providing 
accounting, assurance and tax service dedicated 

to closely-held businesses and individuals.”

562-865-2727
www.kagwllp.com

Sahara Legal Group
562-888-6482

rajan@saharalegal.com

A full service law firm with attorneys licensed and active in  
California, Nevada, Colorado, Tennsssee and Mississippi.

Free Consultations Available
Languages Spoken: Nepali, Hindi, Urdu, Spanish, Tagalog, 

Czech, Slovak, Swedish, Norwegian

A Division of KAGW, LLP

17918 Pioneer Blvd., Suite 201
Artesia, CA 90701

Call: (562) 809-4449   Fax: (562) 809-1299
Email:info@anderson-tax.com

   or  randerson@anderson-tax.com

Vachhani & Associates
Specializing in Family and Immigration Law

17918 Pioneer Blvd., Suite 204, Artesia, CA  90701, USA
Tel: 562-402-1677  •  Fax: 562-402-8095

Email: info@sjvlaw.com  



         Page 6                                                             March 2, 2017 LOCAL NEWS

AND PUBLIC

By Melinda Kimsey

American Girl dolls have 
been one of the most popular 
dolls since they were created 
in 1986. In the beginning, the 
dolls were based mostly on 
historical characters who were 
girls living in the pioneer days. 

The success of the Ameri-
can Doll has grown with the 
introduction of dolls that girls 
can select that resemble them. 
As you can see from the pho-
tos, there are many different 
kinds of dolls because there 
are many different kinds of 
girls. We are all unique and 
special. 

I love the concept of em-
powering girls, and the dolls 
are all so beautiful. I love to 
take my granddaughter, Madi-

son to the charming and en-
chanting American Doll store 
in Los Angeles at the Grove.  

Actually, this is currently 
the only American Girl doll 
store in California, so it is 
a real treat for us to go.  We 
usually plan a trip on or near 
her birthday. My daughter-in-
law goes, too, so it is a super 
special day! 

The beautiful building 
has three floors, two that are 
devoted to shopping. We take 
our time and visit each floor. 
As well as dolls, the store is 
divided into themes of sorts 
of window shopping displays, 
and, of course, there are the 
accessories. 

There are camping themes, 
school themes, travel themes, 
and just about any theme you 

can think of. Lots of books 
are available as each doll has 
her own series.  Did I mention 
that there is a hair salon for the 
dolls to get a quick make-over, 
and they get their nails paint-
ed, too?

Finally, after a delightful 
shopping experience, we go to 
the American Doll restaurant 
right inside the store. What a 
fabulous place to have lunch. 
You will need reservations and 
the place is always booked up.  
Depending on what you want 
to celebrate, the restaurant can 
and will meet all of your ex-
pectations. 

So far, we have reserved 
the birthday lunch. You can 
select anything off of their 
super delicious menu, which 
includes an adult selection of 
scrumptious food, as well as a 
yummy child’s selection. The 
delectable birthday cake is so 
amazing and almost too pretty 

Celebrating a Birthday with American Girl Dolls

to eat, but we did and it was 
so good, especially with the 
vanilla ice cream. Of course, 
you have a personal waiter, 
and the table is set up to have 
the American Doll or dolls sit 
with you!

I personally think the pric-
es are reasonable. That being 
said, the American Dolls are 
about $100, and the baby dolls 
are somewhat less. The meals 

at the restaurant are also rea-
sonable at about $15 for lunch 
for the adults and the child’s 
menu is about the same. 

Of course, the birthday 
lunch is somewhat more, but 
worth every penny. I hope you 
take your favorite girl and give 
her a shopping experience that 
she will remember for a life 
time! Here are some interest-
ing facts:

• More than 153 million 
American Girl® books have 
been sold since 1986.

• Over 29 million 
American Girl® dolls have 
been sold through the compa-
ny's catalog, retail stores, and 
website since 1986.

• The American Girl 
catalogue ranks as the largest 
consumer toy catalog and one 
of the top 30 consumer cata-
logs in the country.

Madison Kimsey Celebrates her 9th birthday on Feb. 20.


