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Artesia City Council Approves
Artesia LIVE II Development 

Cerritos Planning Commission Votes 4-1 
to Deny Juliet Project of 24 New Homes

Dr. PaoLing Guo Elected 
President of CAEAA

Gardening Workshops
Near You
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Dr. PaoLing Guo, Princi-
pal of ABC Adult School, has 
been elected as the 2018-19 
State President for the Califor-
nia Adult Education Adminis-
trators’ Association (CAEAA). 

The California Adult Edu-
cation Administrators’ Associ-
ation (CAEAA) held its annual 
state conference in Sacramen-
to on Feb. 1 and 2. “It was an 
honor and pleasure to welcome 
the adult education administra-
tors to the 2018 CAEAA Con-
ference,” said PaoLing Guo. 
“I am especially grateful that 
all the adult ed. administrators 
made the journey to Sacra-
mento to help CAEAA Board 
unveil the 2018 Adult Educa-
tion Framework.” 

“Sacramento is a city 
known for its policymaking,” 
Dr. Guo continued, “and I 
can’t think of a better location 
for CAEAA and my fellow 
Adult Education Administra-
tors to celebrate such a signifi -
cant milestone.” 

CAEAA, The California 
Adult Education Administra-
tors’ Association, has been 
bringing together Adult Edu-
cation leaders for the last 22 
years. Its conferences have 
been known for shaping Adult 
Education Policies. This year’s 
conference was no differ-

ent. The two-day conference 
was rich with inspiration and 
insights from the best and 
brightest legislators and policy 
makers. 

Appropriately themed 
“The Future of Adult Educa-
tion:  Serving Communities 
of Need,”  this year’s con-
ference addressed the Adult 
Education’s most critical is-
sues, including: 2018 Adult 
Education Framework, CDE 
Update, Meeting the Needs & 
Providing Pathways, Build-
ing Partnerships to Strengthen 
K12 Adult Education, and In-
centivizing Funding for Serv-
ing Communities of Need & 
Delivering Outcomes. 

One of the most important 
aspects of CAEAA conference 
was the level of the opportunities 
available in meeting the legisla-
tors and the state policy makers, 
whether it is from the Department 
of Finance, Senate Budget com-
mittee, Legislative Analyst’s Of-
fi ce, or the CDE, etc, they were 
all at this conference. 

The California Adult Edu-
cation Administrators’ Asso-
ciation is a statewide organi-
zation open to administrators 
or management personnel who 
work in, or support, adult edu-
cation programs. 

“CAEAA has always been 
the state’s premier organiza-
tion for Adult Education Ad-
ministrators,” said President 
Guo. “ As the president, I will 
work hard to support and pro-
mote public school adult edu-
cation and promote legislation 
to further the positive effects 
adult education has on individ-
ual students as well as on state 
of California's social, econom-
ic, and political systems.”

  Cerritos Sponsors Festival of Friendship

The International Peace Choir performs at the Festival of Friendship, sponsored by the City of Cerritos’ 
Recreation Services Division, at the Los Cerritos Center on Feb. 3.  The festival provided the community 
with a unique opportunity to learn about the city’s rich diversity through a variety of cultural performances.

Photo by Candy Yee

By Janet Beach

Upon reconsidering a pro-
posal by MLC Holdings, Inc. 
to construct 24 single-family 
homes on the property at Ar-
tesia Boulevard and Shoe-
maker Avenue, the Cerritos 
Planning Commission voted 
4-1 to deny it at their Feb. 7 
meeting. Commissioner Ta-
tiana Yokoyama Bui was the 
only one who voted to ap-
prove the plan.

On Nov. 15, the Plan-
ning Commission voted 4-1 
to deny MLC Holdings, Inc.’s 
proposal to build 29 detached, 
single-family homes on the 
approximately 2.5 acre site. 
Commissioner Larry Sagert 
voted in favor of the project at 
that time.

At the Planning Commis-
sion’s Dec. 6 meeting, MLC 

requested that they recon-
sider the proposal at a future 
meeting, and the Commission 
voted 3-2 in favor of allowing 
MLC to make changes and re-
submit its plan. 

After that meeting, MLC 
hosted an open house/work-
shop on Jan. 8 in the Skyline 
Room at the Cerritos Library, 
and about 50 residents attend-
ed to discuss the project.

Approval of the Juliet 
Project, as it has become 
known, would have included 
adding a new code amend-
ment, changing the land use 
designation from Commercial 
Offi ce Professional (COP) to 
Area Development Plan Eigh-
teen (ADP-18).

The main objections to the 
proposal were that the number 
of homes was still too dense, 
and the lot sizes were still too 

small, even though MLC had 
reduced the number of homes 
from 29 to 24. 

The Commission had pre-
viously told MLC that the lot 
sizes should be 5,000 sq, ft., 
but the developer said that was 
not possible.

Many Cerritos residents 
who live adjacent to the prop-
erty spoke out against the proj-
ect, saying it would increase 
the traffi c on that already busy 
intersection. They also ob-
jected to the city rezoning the 
property and taking out the big 
trees on the property. 

Several other speakers 
spoke in favor of the develop-
ment, saying that they would 
be interested in purchasing 
one of the homes, despite the 
fact that some had very little 
yard, no driveway and limited 
guest parking. 

By Janet Beach

At its Feb. 12 meeting, the 
Artesia City Council approved 
the development of Artesia 
LIVE II, a seven-story, mixed 
use development on the cor-
ner of Gridley Road and 186th 
Street. The vote was 4-0, with 

Mayor Sally Flowers abstain-
ing because she owns property 
near the site. 

This item came before the 
City Council as a result of the 
applicant, Cornerstone Devel-
opment, LLC’s appeal of the 
Planning Commission’s denial 

Rendering of Artesia LIVE II

February 19
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Next School 
Board Meeting  

February 20
7 p.m.

16700 Norwalk Blvd.
Cerritos, CA  90703

ABC Education Foundation Awards $38,000 
in Mini-Grants to 17 ABC Schools on Jan. 30

The ABC Education Foun-
dation recently completed its 
fi fth annual mini-grant pro-
gram to return funds to schools 
in ABCUSD from Foundation 
fundraising efforts throughout 
the year. Over $38,000 will 
be awarded to support 30 pro-
grams at 17 ABCUSD schools 
(plus one program affecting all 
ABCUSD schools) at a Jan. 30  
presentation event at Cerritos 
Park East in Cerritos. Grant 
winners include:

Aloha, Juarez, & Willow 
Elementary Schools
• Education Mini-Grant, 

$1,900 (Eveline Huh-Willow 
Principal; Danielle Saldavia-
Aloha Principal; Christine Bal-
buena-Juarez Principal) BEST 
Mentoring Program - Building 
Excellence & Success for To-
day & Tomorrow

BRIDGES: BRIDGE 
Academy, Haskell Middle 
School, Kennedy STEM 
Academy

•  Special Mini-Grant, $900 
(Eddie Hernandez) Building 
Responsible Independent De-
termined Goal-Oriented En-
gaged Students (BRIDGES) 
Community Based Learning 
and Positive Reinforcement 
Incentives

Carver Academy
• Special Mini-Grant, 

$366.03 (Winnie Lee) “Learn-
ing to Cook, Cooking to Learn” 
Providing Students with Spe-
cial Needs Real Life Skills to 
Succeed

Cerritos High School
• Special Mini-Grant, 

$482.01 (Amy L. Huang) 
Training & Resources for Pro-
moting Student Wellness

• Special Mini-Grant, $888 
(Viki Yamashita) Restore & 
Relax

Fedde Middle School
• Special Mini-Grant, 

$900 (John Laird & Tien Vo) 
Daytime Astronomers

Furgeson Elementary 
School

• Special Mini-Grant, $900 
(Oralia Rojas and Ana Ashkar) 
Let’s Play

Gahr High School
• Sue Rausch Grant & 

Education Mini-Grant, $2,380 
(Darren Loney) Time for a 
“Tune Up”

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$1,900 (Carolyn Howlett, 
Monica Saldana) Math Matters 
and So Do You! Visit our High 
School Math Center Today

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$1,900 (Alice Huang) What 
Are the Numbers? Targeted 
Math Intervention

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$1,900 (Kerry Grover, Suzy 
Gonzalez) Proposal for a 3D 
Printer

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$1,900 (Kerry Grover, Ra-
chael Edson, Sarah Alonzo) 
Outdoor Totem Poles - Large 
Scale Sculpture Project

• Special Mini-Grant, $900 
(Christina Moreau) ACT (AVID 
Connect Team) Leaders

Juarez Elementary 
School

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$1,900 (Stephanie Luna- Pri-
mary SDC; Skylar Lenox Ibar-
ra-Social Worker; Christine 
Balbuena-Principal) Improv-
ing Classroom Behavior and 
Increasing Self Management 
Schoolwide with Sensory In-
tervention Resources

Melbourne Elementary 
School

• Special Mini-Grant, $900 
(Sara Robinson) Benefi ts of 
Play in the Kinesiology Lab

Niemes Elementary 
School

• Education Mini-Grant 
(funded by Employees Com-
munity Fund of Boeing), 
$1,900 (Gabriela Monterosa-
Ibarra) 5th Grade Engineers 
Bring Designs to Fruition

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$1,000 (Paige Larkin) Readers 
Become Leaders

• Education Mini-Grant 

(anonymous donor), $244.71 
(Tricia Hora) Movement to 
Music

Nixon Academy
• Education Mini-Grant, 

$1,100 (Kristina Whiteman) 
Walking Classroom Walk Kits

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$600.41 (Nadja Ellis) Ancient 
Egyptian Mummifi cation Lab

Special Mini-Grant, $900 
(Dianne E. Kiedrowski) Flex-
ible/Alternative Seating

Palms Accelerated 
Learning Academy

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$2,000 (Nataly Navarro) Tak-
ing 21st Century Learners into 
Virtual Reality

• Special Mini-Grant, $900 
(Jennifer Germata) Starting a 
Maker Space

Safe Schools Program
• Education Mini-Grant, 

$1,072.50 (Tina Porter) Intern 
Play Therapy Project: Play is 
the Conversation of Children 
and Games Provide the Words

• Education Mini-Grant, 
$1,900 (Kendall Fuijoka) 
Teaching and Supporting So-
cio-Emotional Learning

Stowers Elementary 

School
• Education Mini-Grant, 

$1,900 (Kristin Andaya) En-
hancing Every Child’s Educa-
tional Experience: Releasing 
the Artist Within

Willow Elementary 
School

• Special Mini-Grant 
(funded by Ernie Nishi, AB-
CUSD Board of Education), 
$800 (Monique Erece) Imag-
ine the Possibilities Through 
Dramatic Play

Wittmann Elementary 
School

• Education Mini-Grant 
(partially funded by Employ-
ees Community Fund of Boe-
ing), $1,900 (Lucy Pineda, 
Leigh Tomooka, Cybil Vidal, 
Miguel Marco---Principal) 
Robotics/Drone Racing Team

Whitney High School
• Special Mini-Grant 

(funded by Employees Com-
munity Fund of Boeing), $900 
(Aileen Perry) Probeware & 
Sensors for Active Data Col-
lection in Science

Special Mini-Grant, $900 

On Feb. 8 at their breakfast meeting, the Cerritos Optimist Club hon-
ored the winners of the 2018 Essay Contest: (l to r) 3rd Place ($100), 
Justin Hogenaur – Whitney High School; 1st Place ($300), Grant Chu 
– Cerritos High School; and 2nd Place ($200), Kevin Tai – Cerritos High 
School.  Congratulating them were Essay Contest Co-Chair Marty Flax 
(left), Club President Bob Arthur and Co-Chair James Kang (right). 
The theme of the Essay Contest was “Can Society Function Without 
Respect?” Judges were Jim Edwards, Janet Beach and Gary McHatton. 
Special guest at the event was ABC School Board Member Ernie Nishii, 
who knows all three winners personally. 

Cerritos Optimist Club Names 
2018 Essay Contest Winners
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ARTESIA:                                          
Public Safety Expo 
Saturday, Feb.24     
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Artesia Park 

CERRITOS
Talent Show Auditions 
Saturday, March 3  •  12 – 4 p.m.   Cerritos Park East 
Sunday, March 4  •  12 – 4 p.m.   Cerritos Park East 
Calls for an audition appointment at Cerritos Park East – 
562-407-2611. Qualifying acts will be notified by March 
16 and must be present for the full dress rehearsal on 
Friday, April 6.  
 
HAWAIIAN GARDENS
Student Government Day 
February 27, 2018  •  C. Robert Lee Activity Center 
 
Low Cost Dog & Cat Vaccine Clinic 
Wednesday, March 14  •  C. Robert Lee Activity Center

ABC Adult School Callig-
raphy Instructor Barbara Close 
and some of her students were 
recently part of an exhibit at 
the Bowers Museum entitled 
“East Meets West: An Expres-
sion of Culture.” 

Their art was featured 
among more than 50 calli-
graphic works from the mem-
bers of the Southern California 
Society for Calligraphy. 

The exhibit ran from Jan. 
30 - Feb. 4 with a hands-on 
workshop on western brush 
calligraphy, presented by ABC 
Adult School instructor Barba-
ra Close, on Feb. 1. 

For more information on 
Calligraphy and other great 
Adult School classes, visit 
https://classes.abcadultschool.
edu/programs/community-ed-
ucation/.

Showing pride in their exhibits at the Bowers Museum are: ABC Adult 
School instructor, Barbara Close (4th from the right), Diane Jhun (far 
right), and Calligraphy students.

ABC Adult School 
Calligraphy Students 
Show Work at Bowers 

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil congratulated the Cerritos 
Hornets Youth Football team 
for winning the 2017 Southern 
California East Youth Foot-
ball League Amateur Athletic 
Union 8-and-Under Western 
Conference. 

The team was undefeated, 
with a 12-0 record, during reg-

Cerritos Hornets Youth Football 
Championship Team Honored

ular season play. The team was 
crowned the Southern Califor-
nia East Youth Football League 
Amateur Athletic Union 9-and-
Under Super Bowl champs.     

The Super Bowl team in-
cludes Maxemillion Hernan-
dez, Jacob Ponce, Elijah Rice, 
Isamu Rice, Samuel Reeves, 
Mathew Davila, Dae Montano, 

Nathan Carlos, Deshawn Ru-
fus, Toa Cagnolatti, Jonathan 
Hardy, Nalaijah Tupua, Robert 
Torres, Bubba Toloai, Joseph 
Cadena, Kapone Pahulu, Isaiah 
Rios and Xavier Taliulu. The 
coaches are Armon Cagnolatti, 
Lui Apisala, John Morris, Rob-
ert Pahulu, David Rios, Jason 
Pina and Mike Mendez.

The City of Cerritos “Ad-
opted” the Marines and Sailors 
of the 1st Combat Engineer 
Battalion, stationed in Camp 
Pendleton, on Nov. 11, 2007.  

L/Cpl. Nicholas R. Cole, 
a member of the 1st Combat 
Engineer Battalion (1st CEB), 
was honored by the City of 
Cerritos on Feb. 10 at  the 
Sheraton Hotel as City Coun-
cilmember Jim Edwards pre-
sented him with a proclama-
tion and thanked him for his 
service.  

L/Cpl. Cole and his wife, 
Maria, spent the weekend 
in Cerritos with lodging and 
meals compliments of our 
sponsors: Sheraton Hotel and 
restaurants Grille 91, Mimi's, 
TGI Friday, Wood Ranch 
BBQ & Grill, STACKED, and 
the Macaroni Grill.  

The City of Cerritos pro-
vided tickets to a performance 

City of Cerritos & Friends of 1st CEB 
Honor January Meritorious Marine

of Bostyx, at the Cerritos Cen-
ter. In addition, L/Cpl. Cole 
will be offered free bowling at 
the AMF Cerritos Lanes.

L/Cpl. Cole enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps in 
March 2015 and completed re-
cruit training at MCRD Parris 
Island in June 2015, graduat-
ing with the rank of Private 
First Class (PFC).  

His advanced training in-
cluded Marine Combat Train-
ing followed by Combat Engi-
neer school at Camp Lejeune, 
NC. Upon completion of his 
Marine Corps schooling, he 
was assigned to the 1st Com-
bat Engineer Battalion (1st 
CEB), Bravo Company, Camp 
Pendleton, Calif. 

Even before PFC Cole 
joined the Marines, he was a 
proficient carpenter, trained 
by his highly accomplished 
grandfather, a skill he would 

put to good use as a Combat 
Engineer.  

In April of 2016, PFC. 
Cole deployed with Bravo 
Company, 2nd Platoon on Ma-
rine Rotational Force Darwin 
(MRF-D). He was promoted to 
Lance Corporal (L/Cpl) during 
this deployment in May 2016.  
L/Cpl Cole is an extremely 
motivated Marine who can 
always be depended on by his 
seniors and peers to complete 
any task assigned to him. 

He is an outstanding 
Combat Engineer, setting an 
excellent role model for his 
peer Marines. L/Cpl Nicholas 
Cole has distinguished him-
self through his dedication, 
exemplary work ethics, high 
standards, and performance 
in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States 
Marine Corps and the United 
States Naval Service.

Attending the presentation of the proclamation by Councilmember Jim Edwards were: (l to r) Connie Edwards, 
Joanne Witt, Eileen Mills, Janet Beach, Sherman Kappe (host), Councilman Edwards,  L/Cpl. Nicholas Cole and 
his wife Maria, Dorothy Owen (President of the 1st CEB Adoption Committee), Chris Tierheimer, Laurie For-
ward, and Mary Ann Tierheimer.

Cerritos City Council to Consider 
Appeal of Planning Commission’s 

Decision to Deny 
Juliet Residential Project

The Cerritos City Council will consider 
an appeal of the Planning Commission’s 

decision to deny the Juliet residential 
project at the Cerritos City Council meeting 

on Thursday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers located at 18125 

Bloomfield Avenue in Cerritos. 
 

The appeal was submitted by MLC Holdings, 
the applicant of the Juliet project. 

The proposed housing project would be 
located on the northeast corner of Artesia 

Boulevard and Shoemaker Avenue.
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

By Jerry Bernstein

Artesia’s Growth PainsCongratulations to Many Deserving People

By Melinda Kimsey

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

VAL LYNDER, DE-
FENDER OF ALL THAT IS 
TRUE walked into my office 
early one morning, her purple 
umbrella with its white polka 
dots tapping vigiously on the 
floor. She had something on 
her mind. “What is going on in 
Artesia? she asked. 

“First the city council ap-
proves construction of a sev-
en-story complex on Pioneer, 
and now it wants to construct 
a second seven-story building 
consisting  of 130 condomini-
ums with 331 on-site parking 
spaces, of which 270 will be 
subterranean, plus specialty 
retail and restaurant uses at 
18600 Gridley Road.”

VAL LYNDER,” I in-
terjected, “slow down. If you 
recall on Nov. 21 the Planning 
Commission voted 3-2 to deny 
the application. The company, 
Artesia LIVE II  Development, 
LLC appealed the decision be-
fore the City Council on Feb. 
12 at a public hearing held in 
the new Artesia Library on 
Elaine Avenue. The council 

voted 4-0 to approve the Ar-
tesia LIVE II development 
despite the many objections of 
Artesia residents who voiced 
their opinions at the meeting.

VAL LYNDER, DE-
FENDER OF ALL THAT IS 
TRUE sat quietly in her chair 
for a few minutes.  Finally she 
said, “I know many of the resi-
dents adjacent to the site aren’t 
too happy about having a 130 
unit condominium complex 
constructed next store to their 
homes.” 

She paused for a moment 
and then said, “But I also re-
member what Councilmem-
ber Victor Manalo said at the 
previous council meeting that 
there isn’t sufficient land, 
not only in Artesia but in the 
county, to meet the needs of 
our growing population.”

“True, I interjected, but 
Mayor Sally Flowers in her 
acceptance speech upon being 
elected Mayor by her council 
peers, while agreeing said  the 
city needs to review carefully 
the type of structures, their de-
sign, and how they will fit into 
the city. She also said the city 
was changing, but it wants to 
keep its identity and its cul-
ture, and not become just an-
other bedroom community.

VAL LYNDER got 
up from her chair. “I agree 
with the mayor,” she said as 
she raised her umbrella and 
brought it down on my desk.

“VAL LYNDER,” I said, 
“I wish you wouldn’t do that.”

By Brad Beach

Happy Chinese New Year 
to all. I can still remember go-
ing to the Bellagio Hotel in 
Las Vegas years ago during 
this time of year and seeing 
all the beautiful flowers to cel-
ebrate this special event. 

The Olympics are in full 
swing, and I hope everyone is 
enjoying watching our coun-
try complete in some unique 
events.  Go Team USA!

On the crime front, there 
was a robbery at Walmart in 
the Town Center. An alleged 
suspect attempted to steal 
from store employees and was 
captured nearby by deputies. 
A pursuit ended on Pioneer 
Boulevard.  

Burglaries of our vehicles 
continue to occur, so please 
lock them and don’t keep any 
valuables inside. On a good 
note, our sheriffs have five 
patrol cars equipped with au-
tomated license plate readers 
that can spot stolen vehicles in 

our city.  Let’s keep doing ev-
erything we can to catch these 
bad guys that are targeting us.

Several people and orga-
nizations have hosted “active 
shooter” training in our com-
munity.  If you ever find your-
self in that situation, what you 
should be thinking is run, hide 
or fight. If you can get away 
quickly, that is your best op-
tion. If you can’t hide, be qui-
et. If neither of those options is 
possible, rally with others and 
fight the attacker for your life. 

The L.A. County Mobile 
Stoke Unit was seen in Cerri-
tos, and I wanted to thank our 
Supervisor Janice Hahn for al-
lowing it to come to our city.  
My grandfather had a stroke in 
his 90’s, and I remember how 
crippling it was. Thank you for 
creating this program.

Starbucks in College 
Square near In and Out Burger 
just had its ribbon cutting cer-
emony and are now serving 
coffee in their drive through.  
Home Good is opening soon 
to the Cerritos Town Center 
where the Golfsmith was.  

Citywide curb painting 
project continues, and the ones 
they have completed look 
great.  If you ever see an eye-
sore in Cerritos please consid-
er downloading the Gorequest 
application. You can report 
graffiti, broken water pipers, 
trash or many other things to 

the city immediately. I have 
used this and seen a quick re-
sponse by city staff.

The Planning Commission 
recently voted 4-1 to deny the 
Juliet residential new home 
project on Shoemaker and 
Artesia. The Parks and Rec-
reation Commission voted 
4-1 to deny a dog park in Cer-
ritos. Both items could go to 
the City Council on Feb. 22 
for their review and final deci-
sion. 

A local resident who ran 
for ABC School Board recent-
ly accused our 58th District 
Assemblymember, Cristina 
Garcia, of sexual harassment. 
She has taken unpaid leave 
during the investigation. Our 
local Senator, Tony Mendoza, 
is on paid leave for similar ac-
cusations. I hope these investi-
gations all get worked soon so 
we have some representation 
up in Sacramento. 

There is an alzheimer's 
caregiver support group meet-
ing on Friday, Feb. 16 from 
10 a.m. to noon at the Senior 
Center.  

If you’re free, you can 
catch the Pam Tillis and Lor-
rie Morgan show at the CCPA 
at 8 p,m. The Cerritos Talent 
Show tryouts are on March 3 
and 4 from noon to 4 p.m. at 
Cerritos Park East if you have 
any special talents. 

Stay safe, Cerritos!

Dear Editor,
We, the neighbors of the 

proposed Juliet Project were 
pleased that City Planning firm-
ly denied the developer MLC 
Holdings once again 4 -1. 

Unfortunately, MLC won’t 
give up and has appealed this 
to City Council at its Feb. 22 
meeting. Please join us in our 
opposition, for if this project is 
approved, it would set a hor-
rible precedent that would al-
low many more developments 
like it in Cerritos.

There are many reasons 
for denying, but we want to 
share the primary reasons you 
should be against this. The 
density they’ve proposed for 
“single family homes” is less 
than nearby townhomes and 
close to half the lot size of the 
surrounding RS-5000 zoned 
neighborhoods. Also, half of 
the homes don’t even have 
driveways, which has never 
been allowed for single family 
homes before in Cerritos. 

This was done to get as 
many homes on 2.5 acres. If 
approved, they would remove 
over 50 of the beautiful mature 
trees Cerritos is known for and 
that have provided beauti-
ful privacy for over 30 years. 
They plan to put large 2-story 
homes only 10 ft. from many 

adjacent residents’ backyards 
and are suggesting an unnatu-
ral fabric as a screen for priva-
cy and potted trees.  Absurd!

Another great concern is 
the intersection at Shoemaker 
and Artesia, which is one of 
the worst in Cerritos. Observ-
ing bike lanes and yielding to 
residents coming onto Artesia 
is abysmal, and this project 
would only further this. Less 
than one guest parking per 
home will also cause overflow 
to adjacent neighborhoods and 
cause great friction.

The current COP zoning, 
Community Office Profession-
al that they propose changing 
is needed by our local busi-
nesses and residents for work. 
City Council is even consider-
ing rezoning another property 
to this designation currently.

Finally, the Cerritos Gen-
eral Plan calls for infill proj-
ects to contribute to further 
development of the surround-
ing neighborhood (eg, im-
prove circulation, contribute 
to or provide neighborhood 
community unity, eliminate 
blighted area, and enhance the 
existing quality of life.) 

Juliet does not do this and 
must be denied – join us and 
let City Council hear you!
Sincerely, Charlie and Kat Joslin

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

Well, as usual, it has been 
very busy in our community. 
First, I would like to thank all 
of you for congratulating me 
and the Gateway Guardian on 
our award from the ABC Edu-
cation Foundation. All of us 
at the Gateway were honored 
and humbled at receiving the 
award, and we promise we 
will be back next year!   

Also, congratulations to 
the 17 schools who received 
the Foundation’s mini grants. 
The teachers who received the 
grants gave lovely presenta-
tions on the programs the stu-
dents will participate in. 

The Festival of Friendship 
at the Los Cerritos Center was 
a great community event and 
be sure to check out the color 
page for some of the fun pho-
tos of various groups.

Congratulations to Dr. 
PaoLing Guo on being elect-
ed president of the California 
Adult Education Administra-
tor’s Association (CAEAA). 
I am sure Dr. Guo will repre-
sent the ABC Unified School 
District in a most professional 
manner, and we are so lucky 
that we have her in our dis-
trict! 

Speaking of the Adult 
School, a group of students 
were selected by Bower’s 
Museum in the City of Santa 
Ana to have their calligraphy 
art work on display. And con-
grats to the 2017 winners of 
the Cerritos Optimist Club’s 
Essay Contest. There are some 
nice photos in the paper of all 
the winners – two from Cerri-
tos High School and one from 
Whitney High School!

The City of Cerritos 
awarded proclamations to dif-
ferent groups, too. Congrats 
to the Cerritos Hornets Youth 
Football team, the Gahr High 
School Marching Band, Chris 
Keseloff for his 2017 Disc 
Golf Award, and Marty and 
Joan Flax on their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. 

The Cerritos Regional 
Chamber is having golf tour-
nament in May, and 1st CEB 
is having a Bowl-A-Thon in 
March. I don’t play golf or 
bowl, but I usually go to the 

dinner and awards, which is a 
really good time. Hope to see 
you at these events! 

Also, there are two talent 
shows coming up, so be sure 
to check the calendar for the 
dates and times for these two 
fun events. 

Currently, Cerritos Col-
lege is having a most interest-
ing play, “The Seagull,” and is 
now at the Burnight Theatre 
on campus. Again, I hope to 
see you there. I am an alumnus 
of Cerritos College, and I like 
to support their events. 

Lastly, I fully realize that 
the paper comes out after Val-
entine’s Day, but I hope you 
enjoyed the day with your 
loved ones. Wouldn’t it be 
great if we celebrated Valen-
tine’s Day more often; just 
think how great it would be 
to receive roses and chocolate 
more often! 

I admire Martin Luther 
King, and of all of his many 
famous quotes, the one that 
always seems to resonate the 
most goes something like this, 
“We may not always remem-
ber the words of our enemies, 
but we will never forget the si-
lence of our friends.” 

With all that is happen-
ing, perhaps we should always 
stand up for what is right and 
not necessarily what is popu-
lar.  Happy Trails!
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Critter Country Is Small but Mighty

Hilarious, trenchant, poi-
gnant and profound, Anton 
Chekhov’s “The Seagull” (1896) 
is possibly the playwright’s fi n-
est work. Set on the summer 
estate of Russia’s most accom-
plished actress and her ambi-
tious son, the play portrays a 
world where egos and aspira-
tions collide and collapse, of-
ten to uproarious effect. 

Chekhov’s insight into the 
human condition was never 
sharper, and his observations 
on the ways we hurt others and 
ourselves are as timely today as 
when the play fi rst premiered. 
Though the clothes may have 
changed, human nature has 
not, and in this landmark play 
Chekhov nails it in all its ab-
surdity with precision, sympa-
thy, and most of all – love.

Showtimes are: Friday, 
Feb. 23, Saturday, Feb. 24, 
Thursday, March 1, Friday, 
March 2, and Saturday, March 
3 at 8 p.m. Final show will be 
Sunday, March 4, at 2 p.m.

The location is the Bur-
night Studio Theatre, Cerritos 
College, 11110 Alondra Blvd., 
Norwalk, CA 90650

‘The Seagull’ Coming to 
Cerritos College Theatre

Pre-sale tickets are: $15 
general, $14 Cerritos College 
staff, senior (60+ with id), mid-
dle and high school students 
(with id), $12 child (5-12)  *no 
children under fi ve permit-
ted. $10 online-only price of-
fered to Cerritos College stu-
dents who have a Cerritos Stu-
dent I.D. with current semester 
ASCC sticker, presented at box 
offi ce. Select ON LINE ASCC 
ST as ticket type: http://cms.
cerritos.edu/theater/. One tick-
et per valid ID.

At Door prices are: $17 
general, $15 ASCC discount 
(with current semester’s ASCC 
sticker on id card), staff, se-
nior (60+ with id), $13 child 
(5-12) *no children under fi ve 
permitted.

Tickets may be purchased 
online (credit card only) 
two hours prior to showtime 
at www.cerritos.edu/theatreor 
in the box offi ce one hour prior 
to each performance.

For more information 
on “The Seagull” and the Cer-
ritos College Theatre Depart-
ment, call (562) 467-5058 or 
visit www.cerritos.edu/theatre.

By Leah Nass – Mommy 
Blogger at Swellmommy.com

Critter Country is one of 
the smallest lands left at the 
Disneyland Resort. Not many 
even remember the movies 
that some of the attractions like 
Splash Mountain are based on, 
mainly because fi lms like the 
“Song of the South” have in 
recent years fallen out of favor 
due to racial overtones. 

For that reason, there has 
been long speculation that 
Critter Country, in the ever 
evolving landscape of Disney-
land, will be one of the future 
lands to be rebranded. 

If you are someone who 
likes to start the day with 
sweets, try a coffee and the 
famed funnel cake creations at 
the Hungry Bear Restaurant. 
As the park gears back up for 
the return of Fantasmic, new 
menu items like the Milk and 
Honey Funnel Cake, is worth 
the visit. For visitors who pre-
fer a coffee and churro, limited 
edition s’mores churros are 
heading to the Critter Country 
Churro Cart as well. 

If planning on a trip to 
Splash Mountain, do your-
self on a favor on cold days 
and bring a change of clothes. 
It’s no fun being cold and wet 
walking through Disneyland. 
On warm days, take a ride on 
Splash Mountain early enough 
in the day to have time to dry 

off and maybe go again. This 
attraction features the steep-
est drop in the park, as well as 
a photo fi nish to capture the 
fear, or rather joy, at the mid-
point of the drop. 

For the littles, the Many 
Adventures of Winnie Pooh, 
my oldest son’s fi rst Disney 
ride ever, is a little bit of the 
kid friendly Fantasyland bug-
gy attraction style with all the 
animal fun of Critter Country. 
The line tends to be on the 
short side because not many 
spend much time in this area. 

By this time, it’s prob-
ably time for a wind-down 
lunch. There’s a little known 
quick service restaurant in the 
park called Harbour Galley 
that serves affordable lobster. 
Previously known for its Lob-
ster Roll, the new menu items 
rolled out include Lobster 
Mac and Cheese Hot Dog and 
Leaded Lobster Chips.

 It’s made with house chips 
topped with lobster, cheddar 
cheese sauce, spicy-lime mayo 
and chives. Lucky families who 
can scores seats on the steps near 
where the Columbia is docked 
get a real harbor feeling. 

One of the best holdovers 
from Walt’s time in Disney-
land is Davey Crockett’s Ex-
plorer Canoes. It’s a good time 
to remind the new generation 
of the wilderness man that was 
Davey Crockett and take them 
on the canoes for a paddle 
around the Rivers of America. 

Despite what many be-
lieve, the canoes are not on 
tracks or are they motorized so 
please, help the cast members 
paddle on this attraction, or at 
the very least, don’t drag the 
paddles, making it even harder 
to move the canoe forward. 

There’s not a lot of shop-
ping in Critter Country but for 
families who shy away from 
character purchases, Critter 
Country’s Briar Patch is not a 
bad place to buy some souve-
nirs that are themed after actual 
woodland creatures instead of 
the most recent Pixar movie. 

After all that rowing and 
shopping, the last stop of the 
day should defi nitely be for a fi -
nal snack. One of the best places 
to get some of the greatest ins-
tagrammable sweets in the park 
is Pooh’s Corner. From Tigger 
Tail Marshmallow sticks, to 
baked goods and chocolate cov-
ered items galore, it is a great 
place to grab a treat. 
Visitor Information
Critter Country at Disneyland
1313 Disneyland Dr.
Anaheim, CA 92802
Phone: (714) 781-4565
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From My Point of View

The Art of the Deal in Marriage

By Dan E. Nino

Since February is a Valen-
tine month or a month of hearts 
for those who are still in love, 
I’ll deal with relationships like 
marriage. There’s a saying that 
a marriage is like a thief in the 
night – that if you are destined 
to get married, you’ll get mar-
ried unexpectedly no matter 
how you try to avoid it.

God has already pre-deter-
mined the partner with whom  
we’ll spend the rest of our 
lives. Do you remember that 
when we’re still in our young 
adulthood, we were attracted 
to somebody but that person 
whom we fell in love with 
didn’t reciprocate our amore? 
It’s unrequited love, plain and 
simple. 

Although I believe that 
love begets love, it doesn’t al-
ways come our way. I know it 

because I experienced it. I had 
several girlfriends in my young 
adulthood but was not consum-
mated in the altar of God.

I subscribe to the plan 
of God for me. Whoever we 
get married to, it’s by design. 
When we were born, it’s not 
by accident, not a mistake or 
fl uke, but part of God’s plan 
for you and me.

I’m inspired by Rick War-
ren, a theologian and author 
of the best-selling non-fi ction, 
“The Purpose Driven Life. He 
cited the scripture Isaiah 44.24, 
“I am your Creator. You were 
in my care even before you 
were born.”

God knows where we will 
be settled in. Take my case: 
after college in Manila, Philip-
pines. I wanted to go back to 
my native hometown  to run for 
a public offi ce but martial was 
declared. There were no elec-
tions for decades. Later, when 
there were elections, they were 
rigged in favor of the powers-
that-be. Instead, I was destined 
to come to America.  

Take this into consider-
ation: With  millions of sperm 
cells and egg cells out there, 
that  precious two cells of our 
parents were connected and 
we were conceived. It was 

meant to be because God loves 
us and God is love. We were 
created for a reason.

Mr. Warren pointed out, 
“Your birth was no mistake or 
mishap, and your life was no 
fl uke of nature. Your parents 
may not have planned for you, 
but God did. He was not at all 
surprised by your birth. In fact, 
he expected it. Long before 
you were conceived by your 
parents, you were conceived 
in the mind of God.” 

During the courtship stage, 
the two lovebirds put their best 
foot forward. However, it’s 
not their real selves. It’s like a 
mask. In marriage, you see the 
real person. The mask is  cast 
away. You utter words that are 
unfi ltered and that hurts. Be-
cause you are already married, 
familiarity breeds contempt. 
Sweet words with nothings are 
already gone.

To make marriage work, 
I still believe in a relationship 
that is a give-and-take propo-
sition. 

I’m reminded when my 
parents celebrated their 50th

wedding anniversary. The of-
fi ciating priest rattled off four 
rings  that  characterize a rela-
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The Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts (CCPA) 
presented two performances 
of Step Afrika! on Monday, 
Feb. 5 as part of its arts edu-
cation program for students 
in kindergarten through 12th 
grade. 

The shows were made 
possible and funded by the 
City of Cerritos and Los An-
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Step Afrika! Enhances Arts Education 
Through Unique Experience at the CCPA

geles County Supervisor Jan-
ice Hahn.

More than 2,600 students 
and educators participated 
from school districts such as 
ABC Unifi ed School District, 
Bellfl ower Unifi ed School 
District, Long Beach Unifi ed 
School District, Norwalk-La 
Mirada Unifi ed School Dis-
trict and Paramount Unifi ed 

School District. 
Founded in 1994, Step 

Afrika! Has become one of 
the Top 10 African American 
dance companies in the United 
States and the largest African 
American-led arts organiza-
tion in Washington, D.C. 

The troupe brings the 
art and energy of stepping to 
students of all backgrounds 
to promote life skills such 
as teamwork, discipline and 
commitment.

“Step Afrika! brought an 
exciting energy to the stage 
as it delved into the history of 
stepping and its ties with the 
dance traditions of Africa,” 
said Cerritos Mayor Grace Hu. 
“The City of Cerritos is grate-
ful for the partnership with Los 
Angeles County Supervisor 
Janice Hahn, which allowed us 
to present this educational and 
entertaining show to students 
from various communities.”

The Cerritos City Council recently recognized Chris Keseloff on being 
named the 2017 Next Generation Disc Golf Tour National Champion. Kes-
eloff, who started playing disc golf at Liberty Park in 2012, competed in the 
2017 Next Generation Disc Golf Tour National Championships in Arizona. 
He placed fourth in the 2017 Amateur World Championships in Iowa.

Cerritos Resident Honored 
for Winning Golf Championship

The Cerritos City Council congratulated the Gahr High School Marching 
Band for placing fi rst in the Division 5A Finals of the 2017 California 
State Band Championships. This is the fourth consecutive year that the 
Gladiators marching band has been named the grand champions. The 115-
member unit travels and competes throughout Southern California, which 
includes participating in the Disneyland Holiday Main Street Parade. Dar-
ren Loney directs the Gladiators Marching Band. 

Gahr High School Gladiators 
Marching Band Honored

•  Letters must be no more than 200 words, typed and 
double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and must include the 
author’s address and phone number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not necessarily refl ect the 
opinions of the Gateway Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit editorial content, 
without notice, for length, grammar, clarity or libelous statements.

Letters to the Editor

By Dan E. Nino

Since February is a Val-
entine month or a month of 
hearts for those who are still 
in love, I’ll deal with relation-
ships like marriage. There’s a 
saying that a marriage is like a 
thief in the night – that if you 
are destined to get married, 
you’ll get married unexpect-
edly no matter how you try to 
avoid it.

God has already pre-deter-
mined the partner with whom  

tionship. They are Engagement 
Ring, Wedding Ring, Suffe 
Ring, and Interfe Ring. If I may 
add, it also includes:  Bicke 
Ring, Dominee Ring, Philande 
Ring and  Perseve Ring .   

The so-called Engagement 
Ring and Wedding Ring are 
self-explanatory. I will dwell 
on the other rings of relation-
ship or married life. Let’s start 
with Suffe Ring. When the 
married couple are always 
arguing and fi ghting and no 
longer talking to each other, 
both are suffering. When the 

in-laws interfere because they 
think their son or daughter 
is aggrieved, it becomes in-
terfering. When squabbling 
persists, it becomes bicker-
ing. Because the husband is 
domineering, and sometimes 
he ends up philandering – just 
to console himself.  The poor 
wife, who considers herself as 
martyr and just takes the mari-
tal problem in stride sulks in 
the corner  just for the sake of 
the children, and she ends up 
persevering. – denino1951@
gmail.com

Art of Marriage From Page 5


