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By Jerry Bernstein

In a report on the city’s 
economic development, Ar-
tesia City Manager William 
Rawlings told the city council 
at its Nov.10  meeting because 
of the closing down of the 
California’s Redevelopment 
Agencies by the state legisla-
ture in 2012 it was imperative 
the city begin a commitment 
to the economic development 

By Jerry Bernstein 

The Cerritos City Council 
approved a water and sewer rate 
increase at its Nov. 13 meeting 
for repairs on the city’s 110-mile 
long water and sewer lines, but 
not before residents voiced op-
position to the increase. 

Resident Gail Grossman 
questioned the timing of the 
water and sewer rate notices, 
saying they were sent out dur-
ing the recent elections when 
residents were deluged with po-
litical advertisements. She also 
questioned what happens to the 
residents who live on pensions 
and are on limited income?” 

Resident Jerry Jensen asked 
whether the increase would be 
for seven years and would there 
be another increase at the end 
of the seven years. 

Another resident suggest-
ed the city, with a reserve of 
$54 million, take $2 million 
from it for the needed repairs 
instead of raising the water 
and sewer rates. Also ques-
tioned was the ongoing deficit 
of the Cerritos Center for the 

Artesia City Council Takes Economic 
Development Report Under Study 

Cerritos 
Council 
Approves
Water-Sewer 
Rate Increase

Cerritos Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony

On Nov. 11, Whitney High 
School was honored as a 2014 
National Blue Ribbon School.  
ABCUSD Superintendent, 
Dr. Mary Sieu, Whitney HS 
Principal Dr. Rhonda Buss 
and Whitney HS teacher Jodi 
Improta attended the National 
Blue Ribbon Schools Awards 
Ceremony held in Washing-
ton, DC. 

The event was sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation and has been held each 
year since 1982.  Whitney HS 
was one of 24 California pub-
lic schools recognized as a 
2014 National Blue Ribbon 
School.  

Whitney HS has the dis-

Whitney High Receives 5th Blue Ribbon Award 

Attending the National Blue Ribbon Awards are: (l-r) Jodi Improta, Whit-
ney High School teacher; Aba Kumi, Director-National Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program; Dr. Rhonda Buss, Principal - Whitney HS; and Dr. Mary 
Sieu, Superintendent - ABCUSD.

tinction of having earned this 
award the most number of 
times in the country – five 
times!  

The California schools, 
which are either high achieving 
or made significant academic 
improvement are among 337 
schools in 47 states.  U.S. Sec-
retary of Education Arne Dun-
can opened the Awards Cer-
emony in Washington, DC.  

Each winner of the Nation-
al Blue Ribbon School Award 
received a plaque and flag as a 
mark of excellence from Aba 
Kumi, Director of the National 
Blue Ribbon Schools Program 
in the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation. 
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of Artesia.
He said it was critically 

important to recognize that 
creating a “Business Friendly” 
environment in Artesia is nec-
essary. “General approaches 
are no longer sufficient.”  He 
asserted.

In his report to the coun-
cil he said a laser like focus on 
business retention and devel-
opment must become one of 
the highest priorities to ensure 

sufficient revenue to support 
city services.

Mayor Tony Lima agreed 
and said it was essential the 
city attract new businesses 
where people want to shop. 
“We don’t have that now.”

Councilmember Victor 
Manalo added, “We should 
also be looking to attract Hi 
Tech business. 

Santa waves to the crowd after arriving on a fire truck at the Christmas Tree Light Ceremony in Cerritos on 
Nov. 24. He was joined by Councilmember George Ray, Congresswoman Linda Sanchez, Mayor Mark Puli-
do, Mayor Pro Tem Carol Chen and Councilmembers Dr. Joseph Cho and Bruce Barrows.   Story on Page 6
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The Hawaiian Gardens 
City Council presented tro-
phies to the winners in the an-
nual school Red Ribbon Poster 
Contest at its Oct. 28 meeting.  
The schools include Furgeson, 
Hawaiian and Melbourne El-
ementary Schools and Fedde 
Middle School.

Fifth Grade: Winners 
and their schools were:  First 
Place, Ivan Ochoa, Hawaiian; 
tied for Second Place, Jamie 

Cerritos College received 
the Green Community College 
Leadership Award for its wa-
ter conservation efforts that is 
saving the campus 30 million 
gallons of water annually.   

More than 95 percent of 
the College's landscape and 
athletic fields are maintained 
by using reclaimed water. This 
is equivalent to the amount of 
water that 185 families of four 
would use for one year, and 
saves the District more than 
$20,000 annually. 

Other water conservation 
measures include the use of 
drought-resistant plants and 
vegetation. The District is also 
re-landscaping more than one 
linear mile of frontage roads 
that will utilize a highly effi-
cient drip irrigation system.  

Dr. David El Fattal, vice 
president, Business Services, 
accepted the award on behalf 
of the College at the Green 
California Schools & Com-
munity Colleges Summit and 
Exposition. Dr. El Fattal was 
also featured on the Future of 
Zero Net Energy for Public 
Facilities in California panel, 
highlighting the College's In-
tegrated Energy Master Plan. 

The Integrated Energy 
Master Plan is the first of its 
kind at a California communi-
ty college and will be a model 
program through the Cali-
fornia Community Colleges 
Chancellor's Office. 

The plan embodies a ho-
listic approach that integrates 
energy planning with the 
College's educational and fa-
cilities master plan and is de-
signed to reduce or eliminate 
the use of energy consumed by 
the campus' 41 buildings. This 
joint effort includes Cerritos 
College, the California Com-
munity Colleges Chancellor's 
Office, Southern California 
Edison, and architectural and 
engineering firm Harley Ellis 
Devereaux. The Green Com-
munity College Leadership 
Awards is sponsored by Green 
Technology Magazine and hon-
ors sustainability projects at 
California's community colleg-
es in four categories: resource 
management, energy, curricu-
lum, and green building.

“We are honored to re-
ceive this recognition,” said 
Dr. Linda Lacy, president/su-
perintendent, Cerritos College. 
“We are committed to resource 
conservation and are extreme-
ly proud of the progress we've 
made toward our water and en-
ergy conservation efforts.”

For more information 
about Cerritos College's green 
campus efforts, visit: www.
cerritos.edu/greencerritos.

A reception for the Cerritos Library's Youth Capture the Colorful Cosmos astrophotography exhibit was enjoyed 
by participating students and City of Cerritos officials. Pictured (l-r) Mayor Mark E. Pulido, Olivia Zhang, Millie 
Zhang, Aman Siddiqui, Councilmember George Ray, Azan Siddiqui, Rhea Jethvani, Councilmember Bruce W. 
Barrows, Saahil Iyer, Planning Commissioner Naresh Solanki and Mayor Pro Tem Carol Chen.

Astrophotography Exhibit on Display at Cerritos Library Cerritos College 
Wins Green 
Leadership 
Award for Water
Conservation

Hawaiian Gardens City Council Honors
Ribbon Poster Contest Winners

Saucedo, Furgeson and Ashley 
Erika Quiroz, Hawaiian; 

Third Place, Alexis Calde-
ron, Furgeson; and Fourth Place 
Joselyn Andrade, Melbourne.

Sixth Grade: First Place, 
Gulina Flores, Furgeson; Sec-
ond Place, Blossom Scorza, 
Hawaiian; tied for third place 
were Antonio Balderas and 
Victor Mariuca, both from 
Furgeson; Fourth Place, Mia 
Garcia, Melbourne.

Next School 
Board Meeting: 

Tuesday, Dec. 2    
7 p.m.

Annual Board 
Reorganization

District Office: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

Seventh Grade:  All sev-
enth and eight grade students 
are from Fedde. First Place, 
Mariana Gonzales; Second 
Place, Milena Diaz; Third 
Place, Alejandra Andade; 
Fourth Place Karen Gaspar.

Eighth Grade: First Place, 
Katherine Gonzales; Second 
Place, Thanaphol Tongkul;

Third Place, Jessica 
Vazquez; and Fourth Place, 
Ruben Navarro.

An exhibit of astrophotography artwork 
is on display at the Cerritos Library through-
out the month of November. The artwork was 
created by students in the Cerritos Library's 
Youth Capture the Colorful Cosmos (YCCC) 
workshops. 

Students ages 11 to 18 remotely con-
trolled telescopes to capture colorful images 
of the sun, moon, Milky Way and other ce-

lestial objects. Special software and the Mi-
cro Observatory Telescope Network – which 
was designed, built, operated and maintained 
by the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astro-
physics – were used in the project. 

The YCCC program is supported by the 
Smithsonian Institution. The Cerritos Library 
is a Smithsonian Affiliate. The Cerritos Li-
brary is located at 18025 Bloomfield Ave. 

Whitney High School is standing 
high this year having won its fifth 
Blue Ribbon Award. At the regu-
lar meeting of the ABC School 
Board meeting Nov. 18  Whitney 
students proudly displayed their 
school’s Blue Ribbon Plaques re-
ceived at the award ceremonies in 
Washington D.C. for the school 
years 1986-87, 1990-91, 1997-
98, 2008-09, and 2014-15.

Whitney Garners 5th Blue Ribbon Award

Newspaper, Inc.
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ARTESIA:
Events at the Artesia Library
• Family Storytime and Art Activity, Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 
through Dec. 16.
• Homework Center, free homework help on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 3-5 p.m. through Dec. 
11. The Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos assist the children 
on Wednesdays. 
• Ruff Ruff Reading Club for Children, Saturday, Dec. 6,  
12-1 p.m.  
• Holiday Magic Show with Allen Oshiro, Saturday, Dec. 6,  
at 2 p.m.
• Artesia Adult Book Club, Tuesday, Dec. 9, 12-1 p.m.
• Magazine Holiday Tree Make and Take, Saturday, Dec. 13, 
2-3:30 p.m.
• Rhyming Bingo, Saturday, Dec. 20, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
 The Artesia Library is located at 18722 Clarkdale Avenue, 
Artesia, CA, 90701.

CERRITOS:                                                               
Santa’s Holiday Island                                       
Dec. 13   12 p.m.  Heritage Park Island  •  Children ages         
2-11 may visit Santa. Also, crafts, music and caroling.                                                           

HAWAIIAN GARDENS:

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony
Dec. 5    5 - 9 p.m.

LA PALMA:                                                      
Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony
Dec. 3    5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Central Park Amphitheater
7821 Walker St., La Palma
Crafts and visit with Santa  4:30 - 5:30 p.m.                                             

 The Artesia City Council presented a Certificate of Recognition to the Artesia Lions Club at its Oct. 13 
meeting for its “many great efforts” in support of the community through volunteerism, sponsorship and 
scholarships. Mayor Tony Lima said the club regularly provide Thanksgiving baskets for families in need, 
donate glasses and hearing aids for school children and give scholarships to ABC Unified School District 
students. Accepting the proclamations were students and club co-leaders Theresa and Cece Prumatico.

By Jerry Bernstein

The Hawaiian Gardens City 
Council approved the installa-
tion of a new crosswalk at the 
at the intersection of 223rd Street 
and Funston Avenue, serving 
Furgeson Elementary School. 

In his report to the coun-
cil, Community Development 
Director Joseph Colombo said 
the request was made to help 
implement a recent approval 
by the ABC School Board to 
relocate a student pick-up/drop 
off area to a safer location.

Ferguson Elementary 
School Principal Mayra Lo-
zano requested that the School 
Board propose the change due 
to the pedestrian and traffic 
congestion caused by the nar-
row width of Elaine Avenue, 
causing safety concerns for the 
students, pedestrians and traf-
fic in the area. 

Estimated cost is $1,500. 

Hawaiian Gardens Approves New Crosswalk 
on 223rd  Street and Funston Avenue

Funding would come out of 
the existing Public Works Op-
erations and Maintenance bud-
get, resulting in no new fund-
ing being required.

In other business, the 
council approved a resolution 
designating the Golden Age 
Club an official club of the 
city of Hawaiian Gardens Se-
nior Center.

Human Services Director 
Steve Gomez said approval 
would allow the group to re-
ceive budgeted funds in the 
next budget cycle for fiscal 
year 2015-16. He said the city 
would continue to assist them 
with no more than three major 
excursions per fiscal year and 
provide transportation for lo-
cal excursions. 

He said a staff advisor 
would provide Club assis-
tance, play a minimal role by 
attending club meetings and 
serve as a translator.

City Manager Ernesto 
Marquez said his office would 
review the budget to see how 
much Proposition A and Prop-
osition C funds were being 
used and to see if the city was 
subsidizing the program. 

Responding to a ques-
tion by Councilmember Mike 
Gomez, the city manager said 
club trips would be restricted 
to members of the Golden Age 
Club only.

Mayor Pro Tem Barry 
Bruce asked how a senior 
joined the club. Human Ser-
vice Director Steve Gomez 
responded that anyone over 55 
could join. The cost was $25 
annually plus $1 per month.

The council also approved 
a two-year extension for pro-
fessional services with Will-
dan Engineering to perform, 
as needed, municipal engi-
neering and other professional 
services.

 
Artesia City Council  Recognizes Lions Club 

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil recently voted to withdraw 
its membership in the Orange 
Line Development Authority/
Eco-Rapid Transit. 

The organization is a joint 
powers authority comprised of 
15 cities and public agencies 
within Los Angeles County 
that was formed to study, de-
velop and implement a high 
speed magnetic-levitation 
(meglev) public transportation 
system that would operate along 
the former Pacific Electric right-
of-way and existing rail corridor 
running between Cerritos and 
the Antelope Valley.

The project would provide 
affordable luxury high-speed 
passenger service to commut-
ers traveling to downtown Los 

Cerritos Withdraws From Orange 
Line Development Authority

Angeles as an alternate to the 
automobile. Advance Plan-
ning/Economic Development 
Manager Ryan Carey said Cer-
ritos is an original founding 
member of the organization, 
having joined OLDA in 2003 
in order to ensure the city’s 
interests were represented 
throughout the planning and 
development of the project.

Cary said in 2012 the 
Southern California Associa-
tion of Government (SCAG) 
completed and alternative 
analysis and recommended 
light-rail as a preferred alter-
native for the route. Cary said 
utilization of low speed light 
rail may generate significant 
impacts to adjacent residential 
land uses by way of increased 
noise and vibration. In addition 
it would not be grade separat-   See Orange Line Page 6

ed, thereby creating approxi-
mately eight grade crossings 
along the route within Cer-
ritos that would create traffic 
impact resulting in potential 
safety hazards for pedestrians 
and motorists in the area.

He said collectively the 
potential impacts associated 
with light-rail use would cre-
ate substantial long-term hard-
ships for residents and busi-
nesses immediately adjacent 
to the route, and the shift in 
technology focus would po-
tentially reduce the effective-
ness of the project.

Mayor Pro Tem Carol Chen 
asked if the city’s withdrawal 
would hinder the city from be-
ing informed about future deci-
sions by the organization.

In his report, the City 
Manager said when Artesia 
was incorporated in 1959 the 
tax base was focused on prop-
erty tax. Today, due to changes 
on the state level, Cities are 
dependent on sales tax. “A city 
that is consistently under-de-
veloped and is  underperform-
ing in its retail sectors faces an 
uphill battle.” 

He said Artesia’s historic 
shopping area, Pioneer Boule-
vard, continues to survive the 
unstable economy but the lack 
of redevelopment financial 
investment has left the City 
without the ability to address  
major infrastructure issues in 
the downtown area such as 
parking constraints and the in-
ability to promote wholesale 
redevelopment. 

He said for the staff to ac-
complish their work a key con-
nection must be shared with 
city residents.

The city manager noted 
Artesia does not have the land 
to build a regional shopping 
center and big box stores that 
would attract shoppers to Ar-
tesia. 

He said Artesia businesses 
can compete in other ways 
such as  providing individual-
ized services or goods that are 
not available through chain 
stores. 

The report said the city 
needs to encourage retail and/
or restaurant uses at key inter-
sections throughout the city 
by the creation of an overlay 
zoning designation that would 
permit a more limited and tai-
lored list of allowed land uses 
and at the same time providing 
flexibility to the current com-
mercial development. 

In addition, the city should 
identify vacant parcels and create 
Request For Proposals  (RFPs) to 
attract new developments.

 

 

Artesia City Council From Page 1

Friends of the Artesia Library are spon-
soring a Basket Opportunity Drawing! Pur-
chase tickets now for the opportunity to 
win one of three beautiful baskets just in 
time for the holidays! Tickets can be pur-
chased at the Artesia Library for $1 each, 
or six tickets for $5. 

Drawings will be held Dec. 6 at 2 p.m. Proceeds from this 
fundraiser will go toward receiving a matching grant from the 
County Library Foundation for a series of children's science pro-
grams. Call the library for more information at (562) 865-6614.

Gift Basket Opportunity Drawing
Friends of the Artesia Library
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By Jerry Bernstein

There Is No Harvest 
to Reap By Letting 
Opportunity Pass

A Note from the Publisher

By Melinda Kimsey

The Christmas Season is Upon Us

Letters 

The Gateway Guardian encourages 
submission of Letters to the Editor. 

Editorto the

•  Letters must be no more than 200 words, typed 
and double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and must 
include the author’s address and phone number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the Gateway Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit edi-
torial content, without notice, for length, grammar, 
clarity or libelous statements.     

It was a quiet morning. I 
was going over my notes when 
my Friend from Fruitcake, 
Florida walked into the office.

”What did you think of the 
election?” he asked. 

“Some candidates won and 
some lost, I said. “The school 
bond issue didn’t make it and 
neither did the Artesia utilities 
tax. What else can I say?”

“Not much,” he answered. 
I guess the next election will 
be in March when Cerritos 
voters fill three City Council 
seats.”

“Correct,” I replied. “Two 
seats will be vacant because of 
term limits and the Mayor will 
be seeking re-election. Artesia 
and Hawaiian Gardens don’t 
have any council elections in 
the immediate future.” I could 
tell my Friend from Fruitcake, 
Florida had something else on 
his mind. I sat back in my chair 
and waited.  

“I was watching the Sept. 
25 Cerritos Council meeting,” 
he said. “To my surprise, the 
council voted to withdraw 
from the Orange Line Author-
ity. What’s that all about?”

“I’m not sure,” I replied. 
“The council was given a re-
port the Authority had decided 
to go with a light-rail transpor-
tation system instead of the 
maglev system. It apparently 
felt Light Rail cars would im-
pact residential property ad-
jacent to the Pacific Electric 
right-of-way with an increase 
in noise and vibration.”

“Maglev is quiet with very 

little vibration. It’s also faster 
than light rail,” I answered. 
“In addition, the council noted 
there were eight grade sepa-
rations in Cerritos, and the 
light-rail would create traffic 
impacts resulting in potential 
safety hazards to pedestrians 
and motorists.”

“Does that mean if the Au-
thority proceeds with the light 
rail concept, the tracks would 
end in Artesia?” he asked.

“Probably,” I answered. 
“ Anticipating his next ques-
tion, I said, “I suspect a sta-
tion would be built in Artesia 
along Pioneer Boulevard north 
of South Street. They have the 
land.”

My Friend From Fruit-
cake, Florida didn’t reply. Fi-
nally he said, “Well, that makes 
sense. The land is empty and 
is owned by the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority.” 

“You’re right,” I answered, 
“and Cerritos could always re-
join the Authority.”

My Friend from Fruitcake, 
Florida didn’t immediately re-
ply. Finally he said, “If the 
Association had decided to 
stay with the high speed rail, 
wouldn’t the tracks still im-
pact the Cerritos’ grade sepa-
rations?

“No. My understandig is 
the tracks would be on trestles 
above the intersections.

 “What about station stops? 
It seems to me if maglev was 
adopted, you couldn’t have 
station stops at every town.”

“ Correct,” I answered.
“It’ll be interesting to see 

if it will be built,” My Friend 
From Fruitcake Florida said.

“Freeway traffic is becom-
ing heavier and heavier.”

“Not just freeways,” I in-
terjected. “Local streets, too.

My friend lifted himself 
up from his chair. “I have to 
go, see you later,” he said. 

As we all know, “aloha” 
is a funny word. It is a com-
bination of hello, goodbye and 
love. We heard it used as a 
greeting when the five stalwart 
Southern California Hughletts 
landed at Kahului airport in 
Maui after five plus boring 
hours in the American Airlines 
757 from Los Angeles.  

Little D - as in Donovan - 
at 2 1/2 our smallest voyager, 
proudly announced that he was 
happy to be on land while we 
waited for our rental van.  

We virtually connected 
with the Northern California 
five, who flew from Oakland 
on Hawaiian Air (and getting a 
full meal along the way while 
we lived on coffee and coke 
with AA). 

Our rendezvous took place 
at Shaka's Pizza where we 
waited to move into our tem-
porary home - the Bliss house 
- in Kihei.  

We were celebrating our 
45th anniversary with the 
whole family. The proud own-
er of the Kihei home showed 
us through the four bedrooms, 
game room, pool and gecko 

By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Around and About 

habitat (which is pretty much 
anywhere in Hawaii), and we 
settled in for our first night on 
the island.   

Just a few hours later, 
Je’nelle and Brian were off 
to bike down the Haleakala 
volcano at sunrise, which we 
were told, was freezing, gor-
geous and just a little bit hairy.  
While they were biking, we 
found our way to Kamaole, the 
first of six spectacular beaches 
we visited during the week.  

On our way home to 
slather on some soothing aloe 
cream we had to stop at Ulu-
lanis Hawaiian shave ice - ac-
cording to Yelp and Trip Advi-
sor, the premiere emporium of 
the refreshing treat in the civi-
lized world.  

We all turned in by 9 af-
ter a tasty BBQ chicken dinner 
with the humiliation of Tom 
Brady and the Patriots on TV 
for entertainment. Later that 
evening we watched a replay 
of Clayton Kershaw’s taming 
of the Cardinals on two. 

 Turns out most Hawaiians 
are Dodger fans since all the 
islands get the broadcasts. An-
other reason to call this place 
paradise, except for those 
play-offs. 

 The next morning found us 
at beach two, Wailea. This one 
was attached to the Four Sea-

sons Hotel, but the government 
requires beach access all along 
this Gold Coast, so we pitched 
our umbrellas, chairs, towels, 
floaties, Big Mac wrappers, 
snorkels, goggles and boogey 
boards right next to those being 
catered to by cabana boys with 
pearly white teeth. 

Later that afternoon we 
traveled to old town Lahaina 
for a casual walk down the 
Main Street with its shops, bars 
and restaurants. We reversed 
our course at the old museum 
made famous by the ancient 
banyan tree in the courtyard 
out front. 

The next destination was 
the Kanapoli Marriott Ho-
tel for a luau experience that 
was complete with a fabulous 
sunset that just became better 
by degrees and a dinner com-
plete with pork fresh from the 
unfortunate pig gently lifted 
from the fire pit after an eight 
hour visit. 

We also had various Ha-
waiian delicacies such as pu-
pus and chocolate cake and a 
Maui history in dance, which 
featured a Fiji fire dance which 
was breathtaking and a little 
too scary for little D.

 Let me know what you 
think of this column and sug-
gest others at b.hughlett@ve-
rizon.net.

A l o h a l a n d  P a r t  1

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

It’s official! The Christ-
mas season is upon us. This 
edition comes out on Black 
Friday, and I wish you great 
success in finding all of the su-
per special prices on the gifts 
of your choice as you shop till 
you drop. 

I have gone out on Black 
Friday, but now I participate 
in Cyber Monday, much less 
traffic.  

The City of Cerritos 
Christmas tree lighting cer-
emony was awesome, as usual 
and lots of fun. There were 
coloring and crafting activities 
for the children and, of course, 
Santa Claus made a special trip 
from the North Pole, courtesy 
of the local fire station. Noth-
ing like making an entrance on 
top of a fire truck! 

I always see lots of friends 

and neighbors, so it is a great 
time to catch up on what is go-
ing on with everyone. I also see 
lots of Gateway Guardian fans, 
and they come up and we start 
some new friendships, too. 

We have some very cur-
rent news on what is happen-
ing in our cities that, I know, is 
of great interest to our readers. 
Also, we have some great pho-
tos of people and places in and 
around Cerritos, Artesia and 
Hawaiian Gardens. 

We introduced a very in-
formative health feature last 
issue, and we had lots of posi-
tive feedback, so we will con-
tinue updates on informative 
issues about health as they 
are sent to us by local physi-
cians. If you have a topic you 
would like us to request from 
our doctors, please give us a 
call and we will let the doctors 
know what health information 
you are interested in. 

We have Dan Nino con-
tinuing to update us with his 
experiences when he visited 
the Holy Land. We have had so 
many folks contact us, letting 
us know how much they ap-
preciate this feature as it is so 
timely during this time of year. 

The Cerritos Chamber is 
having a lot of fun activities, 
including a holiday lunch and 

a holiday mixer. Remember, 
you don’t have to own a busi-
ness to join the Chamber; you 
can join as a civic member 
and participate in all of the ac-
tivities that the Chamber sup-
ports. 

The Chamber recently 
sponsored the Turkey Bowl at 
Cerritos Lanes, and it was very 
successful. They had lots of 
prizes and a great free buffet, 
courtesy of some of the local 
restaurants. 

One of the favorite events 
the Chamber sponsors is the 
Toy Drive every year for chil-
dren in the area, and this year 
they are also collecting new 
clothing for the Community 
Family Guidance Center. 

The Community Fam-
ily Guidance Center is a non-
profit organization providing 
mental health, education and 
case management services to 
children, families, and indi-
viduals in need. 

As usual, we have our res-
taurant page, and it is proving 
to be very popular. We would 
like to welcome our newest 
advertisers and hope you will 
stop by their restaurants and 
enjoy their tasty food. 

I am wishing you a very 
Happy Holiday season and, as 
always, Happy Trails.
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The Cerritos Chamber of 
Commerce needs community  
support  for the families treat-
ed by the Community Family 
Guidance Center through this 
year's Holiday Drive. 

The Community Fam-
ily Guidance Center is a non-
profit organization providing 
mental health, education and 
case management services to 
volunterable children, fami-
lies, and individuals in need. 

The Chamber is seeking 
donations of new, unwrapped 
clothing for boys and girls, 
infants to teens. The dona-
tion wish list includes: baby 
clothes (sizes newborn to 3T), 
children's outerwear (infants 
to teens), and gift cards (Wal-
mart or grocery store) in any 
denomination. 

Donations may be dropped 
off at the Chamber office, one 
of the collection sites listed 
below, or at the Chamber's 
Holiday Luncheon on Dec. 11. 
If your business is interested 
in serving as collection site, 
please call the Chamber at 
(562) 467-0800. 

 

The Cerritos-Artesia Rotary Club meets every Monday at noon. Club 
officers are (l-r) Secretary Sharun Carlson, Vocational Chair Mickey 
Brooks, Artesia Mayor Tony Lima, President Sug Kitahara, Interna-
tional Program Chair Tom Takata and Treasurer Becky Lingad. Carl-
son gave a report on the club’s participation with the New Life Church 
distribution of canned food every Saturday to needy families at the 
church. She explained under federal regulations they are prohibited 
from giving fresh or frozen meat to the families.

Rotary Club of Cerritos-Artesia 
Participates in Food Program

Cerritos Chamber Holds 
3rd Annual Holiday Drive

Holiday Drive 
Collection Sites:

•  Cerritos Travel Agency - 
13293 South Street, Cerritos

•  First Choice Bank - 12845 
Towne Center Drive, Cerritos

• Gardens Community Hospi-
tal - 21530 S. Pioneer Ave.,        
Hawaiian Gardens 

•  Ultimate Staffing Services- 
17785 Center Court Driv 
North, Suite 310, Cerritos

•  Vape Rev - 15971 Piuma 
Ave., Cerritos

•  Vintage Cerritos - 11000 
New Falcon Way, Cerritos

•  World Financial Group 
18000 Studebaker Road,   
Suite 555, Cerritos 

•  T. Hasegawa USA -            
14017 E. 183rd St., Cerritos

•  The Law Offices of Duarte 
& Menezes - 17215 Studebak-
er Road, Suite 240, Cerritos  

•  Vicencia & Buckley In-
surance/ HUB International 
6  Centerpointe Drive, Suite 
350, La Palma

Members and guests of 
American Association of Uni-
versity Women Long Beach 
Branch will gather Saturday, 
Dec. 6 for the Annual Holiday 
Wassail celebration in the home 
of member Linda Patten. 

The word Wassail is an 
old English drinking saluta-
tion wishing good health. This 
year’s “Good Health” celebra-
tion will once again feature 

AAUW to Celebrate Annual Holiday Wassail
the mulled, spiced wassail 
drink traditionally prepared by 
member Barbara Gleason and 
served from the traditional sil-
ver service by Past-Presidents 
along with refreshments and 
snacks. This is a time when 
members gather with friends, 
family and prospective mem-
bers to get to know the branch 
and its members.

AAUW Long Beach branch 

Artesia Mayor Pro-Tem 
Miguel Canales shared his 
analysis of the 2014 mid-term 
election results with Hubert 
Humphrey Democratic Club 
members at their Nov. 17 club 
meeting.

Canales said Republicans 
won enough Congressional and 
Senatorial seats to gain a ma-
jority in both houses with 244 
Republicans to 186 Democrats 
in the House of Representa-
tives, and 53 Republicans and 
44 Democrats in the Senate.

California state elections 
was another story with Demo-
crats winning every state of-
fice from the Governor by 
more than 60 per cent down to 
the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction by 52 per cent.

Artesia Mayor Pro-Tem Canales Shares 
Election Results With Local HHDC Club

Turning to the ABC School 
Bond, he said “While School 
Bond AA was defeated, all 
of the other school bonds in 
Los Angeles County passed.” 
Canales said  Artesia’s Mea-
sure Y was also defeated.  He 
said the utility tax measure, if 

passed, would have been used 
to hire a deputy sheriff, reno-
vate the Community Center 
and repair our streets.” 

He said, “Our mistake is 
telling our residents the good 
things we are accomplishing 
without explaining how much 
we need to struggle to achieve 
anything,” he stated. “We need 
to market ourselves better to 
the community and explain 
that we all have to contribute 
to help.”

Canales said many resi-
dents want the benefits that 
come with improvements to 
the schools or community 
without paying for them. 

“The opponents had a sim-
ple message to the voters—no 
new taxes—and it worked!” 

By Jerry Bernstein

An estimated 100 sup-
porters turned out for Planning 
Commissioner Naresh Solan-
ki’s Campaign Kickoff for Cer-
ritos City Council on Oct. 25. 

Solanki, an eight-year 
member of the Cerritos Plan-
ning Commission, said during 
his time on the commission he 
has learned how complex gov-
erning Cerritos is. He said the 
city’s financially stability is 
important to all Cerritos citi-
zens. 

“During my tenure on the 
commission, reviewing the 
city budget and building proj-
ects has given me a broader 
and more detailed perspec-
tive of our city,” he said. “The 
state has taken approximately 
$40 million from our city and 
is now attempting to take an-
other $170 million.” 

Cerritos City Council Candidate          
Naresh Solanki Kicks off Campaign

Supporters of candidate Naresh Solanki gathered together on the lawn of his father’s home, launching his cam-
paign for a seat on the Cerritos City Council. The election will be held March 3, 2015. 

Solanki said, “If elected, 
I would continue the effort of 
the current council to protect 
the city and work to develop 
new revenue sources through 
business development to close 
the operating deficit. We need 
to create the finances to better 
maintain our infrastructure, 
especially our trees and side-
walks.”

He said his family emi-
grated from India to America 
when¡ he was 16. Unable to 
speak English, his first job was 
sweeping floors and bagging 
groceries for his uncle. 

“Wanting more, I saved 
every penny I earned for six 
years and purchased my first 
neighborhood market.” He 
added, “That little market 
grew into a chain of 14 super-
markets employing more than 
500 people. I became a citizen 
in 1987, and my wife Priti and 

I moved to Cerritos, where we 
raised our two sons.”

He concluded by saying, 
“If elected, I will do what I be-
lieve is best for our great city, 
and I promise to be approach-
able and accessible to discuss 
your questions and concerns.

Mayor Pro Tem Carol 
Chen attended the campaign 
kickoff, along with Council 
members Bruce Barrows and 
George Ray at the home of 
Jiva Solanki, father of Naresh 
Solanki.

“Naresh is my top choice 
for Cerritos City Council in 
2015,” said Julie Knabe, a 
long time Cerritos resident and 
community leader.

Three seats are open on 
the city council. Councilmem-
ber’s Bruce Barrows and Jo-
seph Cho are termed out, and 
Mayor Mark Pulido is seeking 
a second four-year term.

Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia 
and Artesia Mayor Pro Tem Miguel 
Canales

has been actively involved in the 
community since 1911. AAUW’s 
mission is to advance equity for 
women and girls through advo-
cacy, education, philanthropy 
and research. 

Membership is “open” to 
those with an AA degree or 
higher. For details about mem-
bership in AAUW and the lo-
cal Branch, please visit www.
aauw-longbeach.org.
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By Edna Ethington
   
The Cerritos Da’ Hawaii 

Seniors Club celebrated No-
vember birthdays and honored 
Veterans at their Nov.13 meet-
ing at the Cerritos Senior Center.    

Club members sang 
“Happy Birthday” in English 
and also in Hawaiian to 12 
members who celebrated their 
birthdays in November.

The club also celebrated 
Veterans’ Day by honoring 
the members of their club who 
were veterans who served in 
the Armed Services. Thirteen 
men proudly stood up and re-
ceived the thanks for their ser-
vice and applause from club 
members. 

Three of the men were 
asked to tell about their experi-
ences during their military ser-
vice – Donald Izumihara, Larry 
Anduha and Kay Fujimura.

Izumihara was in the U.S. 
Army from 1956 to 1959 fol-
lowing the Korean War. He was 
part of the Eighth Army 304th 
Signal Battalion working with 
communication and telephone 
installation. He said he was 
saddened to see so much pov-

erty and homeless people in 
Korea during the war.  

   Larry Anduha served in the 
U.S. Army from 1958 to 1962 in 
Japan and Korea. He said Japan 
was “like heaven” and Korea 
was “like hell.” He worked on 
airplanes that did weather and 
reconnaissance work. He said 
he missed many of his friends 
who died during the war. 

As he got older, he said he 
appreciated being able to use 
the G.I. Bill to attend U.C.L.A. 
where he got his Bachelor’s 
Degree in Economics. He said 
he paid only $206 for each 
quarter compared to the thou-
sands that students pay today.  
He said, “We should not take 
things for granted” and “free-
dom is not cheap.”

Kay Fujimura served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1966 to 1969 
during the Vietnam War. While 
contemplating whether to try 
for Flight School or Submarine 
School, he was told that more 
people crashed while trying to 
land on an aircraft carrier than 
were shot down.  

He decided to apply for 
Nuclear Submarine School.  
He said that Naval officers 

were usually selected from 
the upper 10 percent of stu-
dents at the Naval Academy, 
but six ROTC candidates were 
included at that time. Because 
of Equal Opportunity in the 
1950’s and 1960’s, he was one 
of the first two Asians accepted 
into the Navy Officers’ Candi-
dates School. He was also the 
first Asian to be accepted for 
Nuclear Submarine School.    

One of the things that 
impressed Fujimura was that 
submarine officers had to be 
trained to be able to survive on 
one breath from 100 feet un-
der water, while regular sailors 
only needed to be able to hold 
their breath from 50 feet under 
water. He said he still meets 
with his Navy friends every 
two years.

  After the Veterans spoke, 
there was a surprise final activi-
ty for the day.  Some of the men, 
and a few women, dressed in 
Japanese Hapi coats and danced 
to Okinawan music as they pa-
raded around the room.    

Finally, everyone joined 
in singing “Hawaii Aloha” and 
“Aloha O’E” before they de-
parted. 

   

Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club Celebrates 
Birthdays, Honors Veterans

Members of Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club were honored as U.S. Veterans at the Cerritos Da’Hawaii Seniors Club 
meeting on Nov. 13.  They are: (l-r) George Agcaoili, Stanley Nakama, and Richard Nakamura.  Standing, left to 
right, are  Ben Nakamura, Frank Yoshii, Al Shota, John Matsumori, Larry Anduha, Kay Fujimura, Donald Izumi-
hara, Pete Kahele, Calvin Kunimoto and Gene Parohinog.

City Manager Art Gallucci 
said the city would continue  
to receive updates on contin-
ued actions by the organiza-
tion. In addition the city could 
rejoin at some future date if it 
so desired. 

Bikeway Master Plan
In other business the Coun-

cil approved  the implementa-
tion of a Bikeway Master Plan 
with a budget of $220,000 
funded by a grant from Los 
Angeles County.

The project includes all 
bike paths on arterial roads in 
Cerritos and a Class III bike 
path on Norwalk Boulevard 
from 195th Street to Del Amo 
Boulevard plus a combination 
Class II/III bike path on Arte-
sia Boulevard from the west 
city limit to the east city limit 
that is already in place 

 City Engineer Kanna 
Vancheswaran said it is an-

ticipated the design concept 
will be finalized within a few 
months, after which the con-
struction contract will go out 
to bid.

The council also approved 
a resolution  authorizing the 
Director of Public Works to 
execute a program supplement 
agreement for federal aid proj-
ects covering the rehabilitation 
of Studebaker Road from South 
Street to Artesia Boulevard.

The project includes re-
moval and reconstruction of 
48 ADA-compliant wheel-
chair ramps and replacement 
of deficient sidewalks, curbs 
and gutters. Estimated cost is 
$764,000. Funding is being 
provided by Surface Transpor-
tation Program Local  (STPL) 
federal funds. Construction is 
expected to start in early No-
vember and will take place 
during the night to minimize 
impact on motorists. 

Cerritos Withdraws 
From Orange Line From Page 3

La Palma’s annual Holiday 
Tree Lighting Ceremony, will 
be held on Dec. 3, at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Central Park Amphithe-
ater, 7821 Walker Street. 

The musical talents of lo-
cal school students will be 
showcased, along with a com-
munity sing-along. For the 
children, holiday crafts and 
a visit from Santa Claus is 
scheduled. 

The community is also 
encouraged to bring new, un-
wrapped donation gifts for the 
Toys for Tots program. The 
City of La Palma would like 
to extend a special thank you 
to La Palma Intercommunity 
Hospital and Rosendin Elec-
tric for their 2014 Corporate 
Connection Platinum Spon-
sorship of this event and oth-
ers throughout the year. 

La Palma Celebrates “Winter 
Wonderland” Tree Lighting

Record Broken at Stuff-A-
Bus in Cerritos: 10 Buses

ABC7 and Southern Cali-
fornia Firefighters held their 
first Stuff-A-Bus event of 
2014 on Nov. 21 at the Los 
Cerritos Center, where a re-
cord number of 10 buses were 
filled with toys.

Garth Kemp, a weather 
anchor on ABC7 Eyewitness 
News, dressed as an elf and 
greeted hundreds of generous 
donors came out and donated 
everything from basketballs to 
bicycles. 

Three more Stuff-a-Bus 
drives will be held: one in On-
tario on Dec. 5, one in Canoga 

Park on Dec. 12 and one in 
Anaheim on Dec. 19. 

Donations will help bring 
joy to a child in need this holi-
day season. Come to one of the 
events listed above, donate on-
line at ABC7.com or drop of new, 
unwrapped toys or sports equip-
ment at any local fire station.

Over the past two decades, 
Spark of Love has successfully 
collected more than 8 million 
toys. The campaign collects 
toys for underserved children 
and teens in Los Angeles, San 
Bernardino, Orange, Ventura 
and Riverside counties.

CHECK OUT 
OUR NEW 
WEBSITE:

www.gatewayguardiannews.com

By Jerry Bernstein 
 
Chrismas music filled the 

air at the Cerritos Civic Cen-
ter on Nov. 24. By 5 p.m. most 
seats were filled as the the 
Tree Lighting program began 
with Childrens Craft Activity 
Opening performances by:

Cerritos Park East Tot Lot, 
Heritage Park Tot Lot, Liberty 
Park Tot Lot, Katelyn Robinson, 
New Life Caroling Bell Choir, 
and Tammy Tsal Violin Studio.

Residents Fill Civic Center for Cerritos’ 
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony

This was followed by 
Mayor Mark Pulido’s wel-
come and introduction of city 
council members  and guests. 
The crowd joined the mayor 
and his family as they lead a 
countdown to the tree light-
ing.

At 6 p.m. Santa Claus ar-
rived on Fire Station 30 lad-
der truck, to the cheers of the 
youngsters in the audience. 
Greeting those on the stage, he 
turned to the audience and said 

he would be seated in his chair 
that he had brought from the 
North Pole so he could visit 
the children personally.

Local groups then per-
formed on stage. They includ-
ed ABC In Harmony, Cerritos/
Wittmann Elementary School 
Choir, Patricia Nixon El-
ementary Musical Troupe,Joy 
of Singing, Leal Elementary 
School, and the Heralding 
Trumpeters, who concluded 
the evening’s activities.
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Bulgogi House opened 
its third All-You-Can-Eat Ko-
rean barbecue in La Palma this 
month, expanding the chain 
into Orange County. Owner 
Young Park added a full-service 
alcohol bar, Korean-American 
fusion bar menu dishes, and an 
innovative ventilation system 
seldom seen at other 
establishments. 

However, even 
with all these new 
features, Park intends 
on keeping the Bul-
gogi House tradition 
intact with his trade-
mark sauces, fresh ingredients, 
and quality cuts of meat.

 The new Bulgogi House 
features giant HD television 
screens in every direction for 
easy sports viewing and a ven-
tilation system that’s ahead of 
the curve. Small air ducts cir-
cle the outer ring of the grill, 
and each table has its own mo-
tor to ensure that suction is at 
its highest potential. 

Those ducts funnel the 
smoke directly into chambers 
underground, so that no cus-
tomer leaves smelling like a 
smoky barbecue grill.

Bulgogi House La Palma 
is also introducing a buffet and 
also a la carte dishes for those 
not hungry enough for an All-
You-Can-Eat meal. 

This bar menu will include 
dishes like bulgogi fries, Ko-
rean sliders, Korean burritos, 
premium sushi rolls, salads, 

RasBhog Indian Buffet
All You Can Eat Buffet

$7.99
Healthy & Vegan Friendly

18511 Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701 562-924-1675

Bulgogi House Features 
Innovative Dishes, Technology

skewers, meat plates, and 
more. The bar will also serve 
cocktails and beer on tap—a 
feature also uncommon at 
most Korean BBQ establish-
ments. 

The buffet bar is included 
with the purchase of an All-
You-Can-Eat meal and in-
cludes desserts and appetizers 

like raw Korean-style 
crab, California rolls, 
kimchi fried rice, 
spicy chicken wings, 
tarts, cakes, brown-
ies, smores, ice cream, 
and more.

 La Palma’s All-You-Can-
Eat Premium menu at Bulgogi 
House offers customers 46 dif-
ferent items, including pork 
jowl, Duroc smoked pork bel-
ly, red wine pork belly, Ameri-
can kobe rib finger, marinated 
baby octopus, marinated & un-
marinated rib eye steaks, sea-
food tofu soup, jumbo shrimp, 
and more!

Bulgogi House was found-
ed by Young Park in 1992 
when he combined fresh local 
ingredients with his industry 
experience to create a quality 
Korean barbecue experience 
in Los Angeles. However, the 
true foundations of his restau-
rants are its quality meats—
from the 1855 Black Angus 
beef company and the Com-
part Duroc pork company—
and his grandmother’s secret 
sauce, which customers often 
ask for by the bottle. 

La Palma

By Larry Caballero

Julio’s Pizza Restaurant 
and Bar owner, Ziggy Patel, 
was elated to meet and greet so 
many local officials and guests 
who attended the restaurant’s 
re-grand opening on Pioneer 
Boulevard Nov. 12. 

They sampled his signa-
ture dishes that include Masala 
wings with tasty Indian spices 
and thin sliced pizza with mul-
tiple toppings.

Artesia Mayor Tony Lima 
presented Patel with a cer-
tificate from Supervisor Don 
Knabe, congratulating him 
for choosing to stay and run a 
business in Artesia.  

Mayor Pro-Tem Miguel 
Canales thanked Patel for 
choosing to keep the restau-
rant “a family-friendly place 
and offering the best tasting 
pizza anywhere!”

Centrally located in the 
heart of Artesia’s “Little In-
dia,” the beautifully decorated 
and spacious restaurant has a 
large lounge area, seating for 
small and large groups and 

Julio’s Pizza Hosts Re-Grand Opening 

Julios Bar

Julios Banquet Hall

4 Local Restaurants Open in Artesia, La Palma & Cerritos 
Artesia

banquet facilities. 
Menu items include their 

famous pizza, wings, and mush-
rooms, complimented with sal-
ads and other side dishes. 

“Whether you are look-
ing to dine out with family 
and friends or want to catch a 
sporting event, Julio’s Pizza is 

a must visit,” said Patel.
The restaurant is located at 

17538 Pioneer Boulevard, and 
if you need further informa-
tion for large groups of eight 
or more, for banquet hall rent-
als or catering outside events 
for 200 guests or more, call 
562-809-6360.

Cerritos

Owner Sam Lee and City of Cerritos officials recently celebrate the ribbon cutting.

Creamistry - Liquid Nitrogen Ice Cream

Bulgogi House owner Young Park cuts the ribbon at the restaurant’s Grand 
Opening recently. He was joined by La Palma City Council members and 
other dignitaries.

Owners Menard Leelin and Mendrei Leelin, along with Mayor Mark Pulido, cut the ribbon at the new Filipino restaurant.

Leelin Bakery & Cafe (formerly Goldilocks)Cerritos

now open

TOTAL ORDER

11442 South St., Cerritos
562-860-NITRO

With this coupon. Not valid 
with any other offer.

Cerritos location only. 
Expires Dec. 31, 2014.
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By Dan E. Nino

Despite the four-hour trav-
el from Amman, the capital of 
Jordan, Petra in the southern 
part of the country is a favor-
ite tourist destination and Jor-
dan’s valuable treasure. 

After a quick breakfast, 
we left Warwick Hotel by the 
Dead Sea at 8:45 a.m. and ar-
rived in Petra at about 2 p.m.

It’s a long trip in the mid-
dle of a dessert landscape. We 
had two stops along the route: 
a high-end shopping store 
where I bought my Arab head-
dress and Wadi Moussa (Val-
ley of Moses). Wadi Moussa 
with a population of 23,840, 
is right before the entrance of 
ancient Petra which is part of 
Ma’an’s governorate. 

It was believed that proph-
et Moses passed through this 
valley on his way to the Prom-
ised Land and struck water 
from the rock for his followers 
at the site of Ain Musa (Moses 

My Holy Land Spiritual Journey: Petra, Here We Come - Part 2
Water Spring). It is also nick-
named “Guardian of Petra” 
because it was here that Aaron, 
the brother of Moses was bur-
ied on nearby Mount Hor.

We walked about 2.5 
miles en route to Petra. We 
wanted to ride a chariot-like 
horse-drawn, three-passenger 
cart, but the ride was $20 per 
person. We would rather spend  
this amount to buy souvenir 
items in Petra. Besides, walk-
ing is a good exercise. 

While walking with other 
tourists from around the world, 
we just entertained ourselves 
with banter and dealing with 
vendors selling their wares 
along the route. We were en-
tertained by a platoon of sol-
diers in ancient military uni-
form with their spears in drill 
formation marching to the beat 
of drums.

The unpaved road hemmed 
in by cliffs as high as 80 me-
ters leading to this tourist 
landmark was an unforgettable 
experience. 

Upon reaching this archae-
ological monument, we were 
awed by its magnificence. 
Nabataeans who built these 
structures in 106 A.D., were 
an ancient Arab tribes from the 
Arabian Peninsula who settled 
in Southern Jordan. The region 
was eventually annexed by the 
Roman Empire.

There were 34 other  amaz-
ing sites within the Petra com-

pound, but the main attraction 
was the Al-Khazneh, meaning 
the Treasury. We were dwarfed 
by the breathtaking facade 30 
meters wide and 43 meters 
high with elaborate carvings,  
a fusion of Greek and Roman 
influence. The rock-cut archi-
tecture is also described as 
a “rose red city” because of 
the cliff’s reddish texture. We 
were barred from entering the 
cave-like entrance. 

Petra, which means stone 
in Greek, was carved like a 
palace with ornate columns 
and pillars out of a mountain 
cliff more than 2,200 years 
ago. Some sites were also used 
as Royal tombs of Nabataean 
kings and dignitaries. Petra is 
one of the New Seven Wonders 
of the World and a UNESCO 
Heritage Site.   

According to its history, 
There was a time when  Petra 
was abandoned and was lost to 
the West until a Swiss traveler 
Johann Ludwig Burckhardt re-
discovered it in 1812.

Here, I bought  a frankin-
cense whose soothing aromatic 
scent is unparalleled. For the 
first time, my wife Myrna  and 
I rode a camel. She shrieked 
out loud  when the monstrous 
mammal lifted us. The trip to 
Petra was tiresome, the walk 
was long and the weather 
quite hot, but the experience 
was worth the journey.  deni-
no1951@gmail.com 

The annual Toys for Tots 
program, sponsored by the 
United States Marine Corps in 
cooperation with the City of 
Cerritos, provides gifts to lo-
cal underprivileged children. 
Clubs, families and individu-
als are encouraged to donate 
dolls, crafts, toy cars, building 

Dan Nino and his wife Myrna ride camels while on their recent trip to 
Petra, Jordan.

Holiday Donation Programs Offered
blocks, books and other items 
for infants and children. 

Possible teen items in-
clude notebooks, games, curl-
ing irons, blow dryers, books 
or CDs. 

Toys for Tots donations can 
be dropped off Nov. 19 through 
Dec. 11 in one of the Toys for 

Tots bins at Cerritos City Hall, 
Cerritos Library, Heritage Park, 
Cerritos Senior Center at Pat 
Nixon Park, Liberty Park, Cer-
ritos Park East, Cerritos Olym-
pic Swim Center and Cerritos 
Sheriff’s Station. 

Marines stationed in Seal 
Beach will deliver the toys to 
several agencies serving local 
children. For more informa-
tion, call (562) 865-8101.

The Salvation Army An-
gel Giving Tree Program helps 
brighten Christmas for children 
of needy families. To partici-
pate, pick out one or more tags 
between Nov. 24 and Dec. 12 
from the Angel Tree in the Cer-
ritos Senior Center. New cloth-
ing and/or a new, unwrapped 
toy for the child, along with the 
original tag, should be returned 
by Dec. 17.

Monetary donations and 
grocery store gift cards are also 
being sought for the annual 
Artesia-Cerritos Community 
Christmas Program (ACCCP).
Donations for this year's pro-
gram will be accepted through 
Dec. 11 at the Cerritos Senior 
Center at Pat Nixon Park and 
Holy Family Catholic Church 
in Artesia (18708 S. Clarkdale 
Avenue). Donations of checks 
or money orders can be mailed 
to the Artesia-Cerritos Com-
munity Christmas Program 
(ACCCP), P.O. Box 4803, 

By Larry Caballero

“We made it,” said Dr. Shin 
Liu to her supporters Nov. 23 at 
the Clubhouse at Emerald Vil-
las in Cerritos. “It’s all because 
of you, and now it’s all about 
me working for all of you.”

“Cerritos Community 
College is called that for a rea-
son,” said Liu.  “We are here to 
meet all of your needs because 
a community college is for ev-
erybody in our community.”

Former Cerritos Mayor 
Laura Lee thanked Liu’s sup-
porters and she said, “When we 
help to get out the vote, then we 
are all the better for it.”

Cerritos Parks & Recre-
ation Chair Cindy Yen Chen 
said the voters are very smart 
and could see who was the bet-
ter candidate for the Cerritos 
College Board. 

“I congratulate Dr. Liu for 
working so hard and wanting to 
make a difference,” she said.

Congratulating Cerritos College Board Trustee Dr. Shin Liu for her victory 
Nov. 4 to a second term on the Cerritos College Board were (l-r) Cerritos 
Parks & Recreation Commission Chair Cindy Yen Chen, Former Cerritos 
Mayor Grace Hu, Dr. Shin Liu, and Former Cerritos Mayor Laura Lee.

Families can experience 
the wonder of Santa’s Village 
at the Los Cerritos Center in 
the modern and digital age at 
the Santa HQ presented by 
HGTV. 

Now through Decem-
ber 24 visit the HQ and get 
scanned by the “Naughty or 
Nice O’Meter,” visit Santa’s 
Observatory in ELF-RAY Vi-
sion, and then take a photo 
with Old St. Nicholas himself. 
Skip the line and reserve your 
space in advance online at 
http://santa-hq.com.

On Dec. 2, 9 and 16 from 
6 - 8 p.m., the Santa HQ will 
welcome the Santa Paws Pet 
Photo Nights in partnership 
with Best Friends Animal So-
ciety. Bring your furry friends 
for a memorable photo with 
Santa. 

Best Friends Animal So-
ciety will be hosting pet adop-
tions on-site and $2 from every 
pet photo package purchased 
will go back to help the orga-
nization continue their mission 
to rescue animals.

Sounds of the Season re-
turns to Los Cerritos Center to 
warm the musical spirit. The 
series will feature special per-
formances by the Good News 
Kids with Dean & Mary Jean 
Brown on Dec. 8 at 7:30 p.m. 

and D. P’s Angels Orchestra 
performing on Dec. 24 at 10 
a.m.

 On Dec. 13 at 11 a.m., 
Kids Club Powered by Nation-
al Geographic will offer a sea-
sonally inspired Penguin Holi-
day Party. Kids will learn about 
their tuxedo-dressed  penguin 
friends and their behaviors 
through songs and games. 
Each child that attends Kids 
Club will receive a compli-
mentary ticket to visit CHILL, 
the winter holiday wonderland 
at The Queen Mary.

 Los Cerritos Center is of-
fering sweepstakes and incen-
tives to sweeten your shop-
ping experience this holiday 
season. Now through Dec. 
24, visit http://shoploscerrito-
scenter.com and enter for your 
chance to win $10,000 cour-
tesy of HGTV’s Home for the 
Holidays Sweepstakes. 

Purchase a gift card from 
the mall Guest Services or 
Mall Management Office of 
$150 value or more and receive 
a $15 Mall Visa Gift Card now 
through Dec. 7. 

Visit guest services to re-
deem $350 or more in same 
day mall receipts Dec. 4-19 
and receive a free Knott’s 
Merry Farm regular admission 
ticket, a $65 value.

  

Los Cerritos Center celebrates 
holidays with festive events 
and shopping incentives 

LOS CERRITOS CENTER 
239 Los Cerritos Center Cerritos, CA 90703 

(562) 402-7467

Mon-Fri: 10am-9pm  •  Sat: 10am-8pm 
Sun: 11am-7pm

Shin Liu Thanks Supporters for Her Victory
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By Jerry Bernstein

Cerritos College Trustee 
Robert (Bob) Hughlett retired 
as a member of the Board this 
month after serving nine years 
on the Board. In a fair well 
ceremony in the Board Room, 
hosted by Cerritos College 
President Linda Lacy, he bid 
fair well to board members and 
friends at the same time saying 
he would be around.

Dr. Hughlett began his ca-
reer at the college as a profes-
sor for the Disabled Student 
Program and Services. In Jan-
uary 1973  where he was later 
promoted Dean of the same 
program.  He said when he ar-
rived there were only 25 stu-
dents enrolled in the program. 
There are over 1200 today.

 In 2005 he retired and 
was elected to the Board of 
Trustees. He said the years fol-

Robert Hughlett Retires 
as Cerritos College Trustee

lowing his election were tough 
years, but the Board manage to 
maintain the momentum of the 
college when Dr. Linda Lacy 
became president, whom he 
described as the best president 
the college has ever had.He 
said he was proud the college 
has grown to where so many 
students are able to benefit 
from the its programs

Dr. Lacy said she knew 
about Dr. Hughlett before 
she came to the college. She 
rcalled how his eyes lit up at 
the dedication of the DPS re-
ception area named after him 
earlier this month when his 
grandson came up to him. “I 
believe he was overwhelmed 
by the gesture,” she said.

Dr. Hughlett said he 
planned to spend more time 
with his family and traveling. 
His wife Marianne nodded  
her head in agreement.

Performing Arts. 
City officials said the 

theater  has been reducing its 
budget, citing as an example 
2013-14 season. The Center’s 
budget was $6,124,120. For 
the current fiscal year 2014-15 
the Center operating budget 
is $5,797,850, a reduction of 
$326,270. 
An Aging City

Councilmembers pointed 
out the city would soon be 
celebrating its 60th year, not-
ing the city’s water and sewer 
mains were aging. “We do not 
want breakdowns in our water 
mains like the one that recently 
occurred on the USC campus 
or the breakdowns that have 
recently plagued the city of 
Los Angeles,” said Assistant 
City Manager Vince Brar.

Mayor Pro Tem Carol 
Chen noted the city last ad-
justed its water rates on July 
1, 2006. She said during the 
last seven years, the city’s Wa-
ter Fund expenditures have 

increased significantly. This 
includes increases of approxi-
mately 70 percent in charges 
from the Metropolitan Water 
District and the Central Basin 
Water District. 

Councilmembers also 
said that the city is disputing 
the Water Replenishment Dis-
trict’s alleged non-compliance 
with Proposition 218 in set-
ting its replenishment rates. 
The State Appellate Court has 
ruled that both the prior year 
and current year assessment 
amounts must be paid before 
a final judicial determination 
is reached. As a result Cerri-
tos has paid a total cumulative 
assessment of $7,267,133.32 
during the current year. 

The city’s proposed five 
year capital improvement pro-
gram calls for an estimated 
$5.5 million in basic capital 
improvements with approxi-
mately $1 million in water fund 
related improvements sched-
uled for the current fiscal year.

Cerritos Council From Page 1

By Jerry Bernstein

Six years ago Chuong Vo 
was just a resident of Cerri-
tos. Married with two boys, he 
wanted to become involved in 
the city. Mayor Pro Tem, Carol 
Chen, suggested he apply for 
a position on one of the city’s 
commissions. He went for an 
interview, passed, and the next 
thing he knew, he was appoint-
ed to the planning commission 
by Chen. 

“Carol taught me if I 
wanted to be a successful poli-
tician, I had to make sure what 
I do is for everybody, not just 
one person or group,” he said.   
“I want to make decisions that 
will benefit the majority of our 
citizens including our seniors 
and kids playing in the parks.”

Vo’s family came to Amer-
ica in 1978, refugees from Viet 
Nam. “In order to get here, my 
dad had to basically sneak 

us out of Viet Nam. We were 
crowded into a boat and had to 
be very quiet. “I was one year 
old,” he said. 

Vo said that to this day he 
has wondered why his parents 
took that chance. “If I had 
cried out, they would have had 
to sacrifice me to save the oth-
ers in the boat. Fortunately, I 
didn’t make a sound.”  

My parents chose to bring 
their family here and give us a 
better life. We are here today 
to give back to the community 
what it gave to us when we 
first arrived in America.”

He said California has a 
large population, but people 
no longer communicate or par-
ticipate in their community af-
fairs. Young people don’t seem 
to appreciate what our service 
clubs, for example, do for the 
community. What I will do, if 
elected, is to reach out to our 
younger population.” 

“Our city is getting older. 
We are getting older. We need 
to bring back to Cerritos the 
younger generation. I want to 
see them came back to Cerri-
tos when they finish college, 
not move to another city.”

Turning to the city bud-
get, he said it is approximately 
$83 million dollars. “When 
the state closed down the Re-
development Agencies, Cer-
ritos lost approximately $30 
million in income. Cerritos is 
a low property tax city. It used 
to be a no property tax, but the 
legislature changed it. 

We now get 7 percent of 
1 percent of the property tax 
collected by the state. That’s 
about $3 million annually, he 
said. That’s why we have to 
chase the money to balance 
the budget. He said if elected 
he will do his best to help the 
city maintain its parks, recre-
ation programs, etc.

Planning Commissioner Chuong Vo 
Seeks Seat on Cerritos City Council

The Cerritos Optimist 
Club is once again partnering 
with Soroptimst International 
of Artesia-Cerritos for its an-
nual Needy Family Project, 
supporting more than 30 fami-
lies in our community.

Each of the families, 
which are identified by local 
agencies, receive at least a half 
dozen boxes of food, along 
with Christmas presents for 
every child tailored to their age 
and gender. Under the clubs’ 
leadership, the Needy Family 
Project has become a sophis-
ticated operation of love and 
giving that has now reached its 
25th year of operation.

This community effort in-
volves the City of Cerritos and 
local companies such as Le 
Fiell Manufacturing and the 
Crown Carton Company, Inc. 
as well as dozens of volunteers 
from both Optimist and Sorop-
timists organizations.

Optimist Committee Mem-

Optimists’ Needy Family Drive Underway
ber Ray Lovell asks the com-
munity to look for club mem-
bers collecting non-perishable 
food items outside local mar-
kets on Dec. 13 and 14.  “Drop 
a can of food on the table as 
you leave the market, and we 
will see it gets to a family in 
need,” he said. 

“Without your efforts, 
many children who live within 
a few miles of our homes will 
not have any Christmas pres-
ents, let alone a supply of food, 
clothing and toiletries over the 
holidays,” said Lovell.

He said their greatest need 
is obtaining sufficient toys to 
meet the needs of 75 children.

If you would like to do-
nate to the project or have any 
questions, please contact Ray 
Lovell at 562-921-2984.
Tri-Star Basketball 

Want to show-off some 
hoop skills. If so, join the Op-
timist’s Tri-Star Basketball 
skills competition Dec. 13 at 

Cerritos High School from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m. Open to kids 
aged 8-13, the competition in-
cludes shooting, passing and 
dribbling skills. 

Trophies will be awarded 
to the top three finishers in 
each age group. Winners will 
advance to an Optimist Club 
Zone Competition. 

For more information call 
Cerritos Sports Complex at 
562-916-8590.

Congratulating Dr. Robert (Bob) Hughlett Nov. 12, upon his retirement 
from the Cerritos Community College Board after serving the college for 
approximately 32 years, are College President Linda Lacy and trustee  Dr. 
Shin Liu at a reception in the Board Room prior to the Trustee meeting.

An estimated 150 supporters of Chuong Vo, candidate for Cerritos City Council, gathered at the home of Cerritos resi-
dents Jean and Peter Lee to kick-off his campaign. Vo has served on the Planning Commission for the past six years.
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By Melinda Kimsey

Jesus told his disciples this 
parable: “A man going on a 
journey called in his servants 
and entrusted his possessions to 
them. To one he gave five tal-
ents; to another, two; to a third, 
one – to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. 

Immediately the one who 
received five talents went and 
traded with them, and made 
another five. Likewise, the 
one who received two made 
another two. But the man who 
received one went off and dug 
a hole in the ground and buried 
his masters’ money.”

After a long time the mas-
ter of those servants came back 
and settled accounts with them. 
The one who had received five 
talents came forward bringing 
the additional five. He said, 
‘Master, you gave me five 
talents. See, I have made five 
more.’ 

His master said to him, 
‘Well done, my good and faith-
ful servant, since your were 
faithful in small matters, I will 
give you great responsibilities. 
Come; share your master’s joy.’ 

Then the one who had re-
ceived two talents also came 
forward and said, ‘Master, 
you gave me two talents. See, 
I have made two more.’ His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, 
my good and faithful servant. 
Since you were faithful in 
small matters, I will give you 
great responsibilities. Come; 
share your master’s joy.’ 

Then the one who had 
received the one talent came 
forward. And said, ‘Master, I 
knew you were a demanding 
person, harvesting where you 
did not plant, and gathering 
where your did not scatter; so 
out of fear, I went off and bur-
ied your talent in the ground. 

Here is it back.’ 
His master said to him in 

reply, ‘You wicked, lazy ser-
vant! So you knew that I har-
vest where I did not plant and 
gather where I did not scatter? 
Should you not then have put 
my money in the bank so that I 
could have got interest on my 
return?  

Now then!  Take the tal-

ent from him and give it to the 
one with the ten, For to ev-
eryone who has more will be 
given and he will grow rich; 
but from the one who has not 
even what he has will be taken 
away. And throw this useless 
servant into the darkness out-
side, where there will be wail-
ing and grinding of teeth.’ ”

REFLECTION
The parable of Jesus in this 

gospel is rich with meaning for 
us. In this particular parable of 
the talents, we who live in the 
“in-between” time, waiting for 
the fullness of the reign, are 
reminded that we are to live in 
harmony with the earth. 

The treasures of the earth, 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and 
our church are in our safekeep-
ing. The question that is set be-
fore us is, “Will we risk failure 
or even loss to increase the 
treasure trove of God’s abun-
dance?”  

The talent or Greek talan-
ton, referred to in the gospel 
was a huge monetary silver 
coin that represented a life 
time of earnings. This parable 
reminds us of the generous 
abundance of God. We are all 
blessed with a treasure of gifts 

and graces that flow into our 
daily lives. 

In a culture that continu-
ally preys upon our fears, the 
myth of scarcity prevails. We 
do not have enough money, 
time, or resources. But Jesus 
continually reminds us, from 
the feeding of the crowds to 
this parable of the talents, that 
God’s generosity will not be 
outdone.

The question of steward-
ship over such a huge treasure 
is vital to God’s plan. We all 
possess a multitude of gifts en-
trusted to us by the gracious-
ness of God. For our part, we 
must develop and perfect them, 
generously offering them for 
the benefit of the community 
of humankind and the earth. 

The reward for such gen-
erous self-giving is to be given 
even greater responsibility. 
We can never think our task is 
complete. 

For instance, look at the 
simple gesture of compassion 
toward one dying person that 
was the only goal of Mother Te-
resa. She never tried to change 
the system of poverty; her only 
mission was to be with one per-
son at a time. Yet, her example 
of compassion has influenced 
the whole world. (Prayer Time)

•	  Advent is derived from the Latin 
word “adventus “meaning “coming”

•	  Advent starts on the fourth Sunday 
before December 25, the Sunday 
from November 27 to December 23 
inclusive.

•	  Advent calendars are a special 
calendars popular with children 
which are used to count the days of 
Advent in anticipation of Christmas

•	  Advent is a time of waiting and 
preparation for the celebration of 
the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas.

The Advent Season

The Advent wreath, 
is a Christian tradition 
that symbolizes the 
passage of the four 
weeks of Advent in 
the liturgical calendar.
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By Jerry Bernstein

The Gardens Regional Hospital 
and Medical Center  in Hawaiian Gar-
dens held a Health Fair on Nov. 15  on 
the hospital grounds, with residents 
taking advantage of free health screen-
ing for glucose, cholesterol, bone den-
sity, blood pressure, body mass index 
and more.

The hospital recently changed its 
name from Tri City Medical Center 

Albert Montage sits quietly as the nurse draws 
blood from his arm at the Gardens Regional 
Hospital’s Senior Health and Wellness Fair held 
Nov. 15, testing for his cholesterol and glucose.

Hawaiian Gardens resident Aida Keladfor has 
a bone density test of her foot at the Senior and 
Wellness Fair held at the Gardens Regional Hos-
pital & Medical Center in Hawaiian Gardens.

Real Estate Questions
Q: What do I need to know about 

refinancing my mortgage?
A: The main criterion in any refi-

nancing decision is whether the new 
mortgage will result in actual savings 
for the homeowner. 

Factors that affect the savings in-
clude the differences in the interest 
rate of the current mortgage and the 
available interest rate that the home-
owner qualifies to have in a new loan. 
Then there are the fees that a lender 
will charge for the re-financing, in-
cluding appraisal fees, loan origina-
tion fees, recordation fees, etc.

Of course, the homeowner must 
always qualify for a loan as far as 
credit history and sources of income 
(employment) are concerned. Some-
times, a drop of even a half percent-
age point in the interest rate may 
result in significant savings for the 
homeowner.

Consult with a lender, in-
cluding your current mortgage 
lender for a professional evalu-
ation of your financial situation.  
Reference: Phil Pannell, Internation-
al City Mortgage (714)329-4228

Q: What are home warranty 
plans?

A: Home warranty plans are a 
way to minimize the costs of repairs 
and/or replacement of home systems 
and appliances. 

These would normally include 
kitchen appliances like refrigerators, 
oven ranges and cooktops, built-

in microwave ovens, dishwashers, 
trash compactors, garbage disposers, 
clothes washers and dryers, central 
air conditioners, heating furnaces, 
water heaters, swimming pool and 
spa equipment, garage door openers, 
etc. 

Plans include options that list 
what is covered and what is not. Ser-
vices cover repairs and, if warranted, 
replacement of the defective appli-
ance. The cost to the home owner is 
the cost of the warranty that is around 
$500 per year, plus a service call cost 
of around $60 each time a service is 
called.

Compared to average repair and 
replacement costs upwards of $300-
400 per breakdown, the savings could 
be significant. Frequently, home sell-
ers offer a Buyer’s home warranty 
when they put up their property for 
sale as it gives potential buyers an as-
surance that, while nobody can guar-
antee that everything will work per-
fectly in the house, the warranty is a 
way to minimize the costs if anything 
breaks down. 

Oftentimes, the home warranty 
is the big factor in swaying potential 
buyers to submit offers for the prop-
erty. There is also a seller’s home 
warranty which serves to minimize 
costs and delays for the seller in case 
something breaks down while the 
property is in the market. 

Reference: Gloria Navarro-Tit-
telfitz, Old Republic Home Warranty 
(800)282-7131 ext. 1273

Tom Chapman
President
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to The Gardens Regional Hospital and 
Medical Center. Hospital staff said the 
fair was held to provide access to the 
community of new treatments for dif-
ferent health concerns.

The fair featured talks with physi-
cians and staff from Garden Regional 
Hospital and Medical Center and was 
designed to help individuals learn 
more about their health status, which 
may help prevent serious medical con-
ditions in the future.

Health Fair Held at Gardens  
Regional Hospital & Medical Center

The Cerritos Regional Chamber 
of Commerce held its 12th Annual 
Turkey Bowl Nov. 20 at AMF Cer-
ritos Lanes. Many bowlers dressed 
in custom t-shirts or Thanksgiving 
themed attire. In the end, awards were 
handed out to teams and bowlers. 

The Wattle Award, for the best-
dressed team, went to the team from 
Team Sanchez. The Pilgrim’s Pride 
Award, for best team spirit, went to 
the team from Republic Services. 

Cerritos Chamber Holds 2014 Turkey Bowl
The Stikeology Award, for best 

overall team score, went to the team 
from Herbert Wiggins a professional 
law corporation. 

Food Sponsors: A’Roma Ris-
torante, BJ’s Restaurant, Chick-fil-A, 
Home Town Buffet, Stacked Restau-
rant, and Walmart. 

Turkey Sponsor: CalMet Services 
Perfect Game Sponsors: Funerar-

ria Del Angel Bellflower, Republic 
Services, and World Financial Group

Strike Sponsors: Berkshire Hath-
away HomeServices California Prop-
erties, Cerritos Acura, Cerritos Ford, 
City of Hawaiian Gardens, Los Cer-
ritos Center, and the Office of L.A. 
County Supervisor Don Knabe.

Team Sanchez receives their Wattle Award from 
Chamber Executive Director Scott Smith.
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