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Haskell students collaborate with a partner as they engage in their projects in the Haskell STEM “SmartLab.”  
Throughout the process, students must document their work in writing in their “ePortfolio” online.

Haskell MS Academy Magnet Program

By Jerry Bernstein

The Hawaiian Gardens 
City Council approved a 10- 
month and 15-day extension 
of a  Jan. 28 approved  mora-
torium on the establishment 
of any smoke shop, electronic 
cigarette retailer or drug para-
phernalia retailer in the city. 
The moratorium runs to Jan. 
29, 2015.

Director of Community 
Development Joseph Colom-

Artesia Council Approves Revisions 
for Resident and Downtown Parking

bo said the city has recently 
received an increased number 
of inquiries to locate electron-
ic cigarette and other similar 
smoking paraphernalia busi-
nesses in the city. 

In his report to the council, 
Colombo said although the city 
has adopted regulations relat-
ing to the retail sales of ciga-
rettes, including E-cigarettes, 
there is currently no regula-
tions petaining to the estab-
lishments of shops dedicated 

to the sale of these products.
In other business, the coun-

cil approved the installation 
of stop signs on 226th Street/
Woodson Avenue at Belshire 
Avenue/Monica Avenue and 
painting of 15 feet and 10 feet 
of Red Curb approaching and 
leaving the intersections of 
Belshire Avenue and Monica 
Avenue. 

In his report to the Public 

 See Hawaiian Gardens Page 11

By Jerry Bernstein 

The results of a Feasibil-
ity Study of ABC voters for a 
potential $234 million school 
bond measure, authorized by 
the Board of Education for No-
vember, showed 72.2 percent 
of those contacted would be in 
favor or leaned in favor of it. 
The survey was conducted by 
Dale Scott & Company of San 
Francisco.

In his report to the Board, 
Mark Sarrell with Dale Scott, 
said 66.6 percent were in favor 
of the bond issue, 5.6 percent 
leaned yes, 9.2 percent were 

School Bond Survey Shows Favorable Voter Response
undecided, 1.4 percent leaned 
no, and 17.2 percent were not 
in favor.

The survey included 500 
registered voters and was con-
ducted over a seven-day peri-
od. Sarrell said those contact-
ed were likely voters, having 
voted in Nov. 2012 and voted 
in any of the preceding four 
elections. 

The survey was conducted 
between Feb. 21-27, 2014 and 
was done during the week-
days, in the evenings, and on 
the weekend. The average in-
terview length was about 8.70 
minutes. Sarrell said the mar-

gin of error was 4.33 percent.
He told the Board that the 

cost to District property own-
ers would be between  $49/59 
per $100,000 of assessed valu-
ation in property taxes; 41 per-
cent  said they would still vote 
in favor of the measure if it 
was $49, while 8 percent said 
it would make no difference. 
If it was $59,  those in favor 
dropped to 29 percent in favor 
while 9 percent said it would 
make no difference. However 
45 percent said they would 
less likely to be in favor.

By Jerry Bernstein

The Artesia City Council 
approved changes in the City’s 
parking ordinance that will in-
crease the number and types 
of permits and reduce the time 
period that restrictions apply 
during the day in the Pioneer 
downtown area. Downtown 
owners and employers meter 
parking time will be extended 
under the new program.

At its February meeting, 
the council directed city staff 
to move forward with two 
changes to the preferential 
parking permit ordinance in an 
effort to meet homeowner con-
cerns.These concern the num-
ber of parking permits given to 
homeowners.  

Residential property owners 
will receive preferential parking 
permits. At the same time the 
amendment expands the area of 
the district to include both sides 
of Alburtis Avenue between 
187th Street on the north and 
188th Street on the South. 

The amendments include 
residential permits for each 
operative vehicle registered 
for each household with proof 
of ownership and residency. 
Preferential parking permits 
will be increased from one to 
five for special occasions. 

It also eliminates preferen-
tial parking permits between 8 
p.m. and 8 a.m. but leaves the 

permit parking restriction in 
place for the hours of 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. This includes both sides 
of Alburtis Avenue between 
187th St. on the north and 
188th St. on the south within 
the Old Downtown Area Pref-
erential Parking District.

The changes also provide 
a residential property owner 
preferential parking permits 
to each property owner(s) 
who own property in the Old 
Downtown Area Preferential 
District but is not otherwise a 
resident of the district.

As of March 7, a survey 
taken following the changes 
show that 118 (90 percent) 
favor the changes and 14 (10 
percent) did not approve. A 
total of 147 calls were made 
with 132 responses.

The council also amended 
the ordinance governing paid 
parking on the west side of Pi-
oneer Boulevard between the 
Metropolitan Authority right 
of way on the north and 188th 
Street on the south; provide 
paid parking on the north and 
south sides on 187th Street be-
tween the alley west of Pioneer 
Boulevard and Corby Avenue. 

Business operator parking 
permits for downtown mer-
chants and their employees 
were also approved, permiting  
merchants and their employ-
ees to park at a discounted rate 
in the city’s parking lot.

Ground breaking ceremonies were held March 14 on corner of Artesia 
Boulevard and Bloomfield Avenue for five four-story multi-family resi-
dential units with 198 luxury rentals that will be built to condominium 
standards. The project will include a clubhouse, fitness area, courtyard 
recreation, and pool area. Participating in the ceremony were Cerritos 
City Manager Art Galluci, Community Development Director Torrey 
Contreras, Mayor Bruce Barrows, Councilmembers Carol Chen and 
George Ray, and from the Picerne Group Gregory Nakahira, Jon D. 
Demorest and Brad Perozzi, builders.

Groundbreaking for Multi-Apartment Complex
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By Jerry Bernstein

It is said that time brings 
change. This is especially true 
in our schools. Today, technol-
ogy has become an essential 
tool in the way our teachers in-
struct and our children learn.  

A good example is at 
ABC Unified School District’s 
Haskell STEM Academy in 
Cerritos.  Haskell offers Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Math magnet pro-
grams which prepare students 

STEM Program Prepares Students for 21st Century

for the 21st century higher 
learning careers.

Haskell students now 
have access to state-of-the art  
STEM curriculum and technol-
ogy.  Students are immersed in 
an integrated, cross-curricular 
approach in these four areas.  

In the “Smart Lab” Haskell 
Mustangs will be expected to 
become fluent and proficient  
in scientific, technological, and 
information literacies – skills 
required in industry today and 
in careers of the future.  

Haskell Principal Camille 
Lewis said the school’s new 
STEM SmartLab, was con-
structed in Haskell’s former 
Home Economics classroom. 
The newly designed classroom 
space holds a maximum of 36 
learners and houses sophisti-
cated computer systems, soft-
ware, and equipment that are 
the new learning tools.  

Because learning and pro-
duction are not done in isola-
tion, all students work collab-
oratively in pairs or teams of 
three. Students work on proj-
ects ranging from Alternative 
and Renewable Energy, Soft-
ware Engineering, Robotics 
and Control Technology, Digi-
tal Communications and more. 

Specific learning launch-
ers might include Solar En-
ergy Cars, Pneumatics and Air 
Pressure, Incredible Machines, 
Storyboarding, Timeliner XE, 
Vernier Scientific Sensors, 
Flight Simulator, and Stencyl 
Game Design.” 
Learning Launches

Students progress through 

as the drivers of what the stu-
dents learn  in the classroom.
She noted ABC has 2,300 em-
ployees, one of the largest em-
ployers in the area. 

She acknowledged the 
“tremendous” work of the 
schools and District admin-
istrators, stating the District 
could not  have achieved what 
it has without her cabinet, 
whom she described as her ev-
eryday team. 

They include: Dr. Carol 
Hanson, Assistant Superinten-
dent of Human Resources; Dr. 
Cheryl Bodger, Director of 
Schools; Dr.  Valencia May-
field, Assistant Superintendent 
of Academic Services; Toan 
Nguyen, Assistant Superinten-
dent-Business Services/Chief 
Financial Officer; Dr. Colon 
Sprigg, Director of Informa-
tion /Technology; and Dr, Su-
san Hixon, Director of Human 
Resources.

Dr. Sieu said an important 
part of ABC is its relationship 
with the parents. “The Stra-
tegic Plan views community 
members as an integral part of 
the success of ABC’s schools.” 
she stated. This is evidenced 
by the extensive partnership 
efforts with the cities, local 
colleges, service organizations 
and the community at large.  

“During the past year the 
District has coordinated with 
the Adult School and PTA, 
and in a couple of weeks the 
District will be participating in 
its Eighth School Parent Lead-
ership Conference represent-
ing every school in the District 
with some 400 parents partici-
pating,” said Dr. Sieu. 

Students Victor Ramos and Nicolas Becerra review critical information 
and data they need to know before proceeding with their Flight Simulator 
“Learning Launcher” project.

From Page 1

Apply Today
Call Jerry at 

(562) 650-0437

The ABC Board of Education and Chamber of Commerce members gather at the March 6 Chamber luncheon  held 
at the Sheraton Cerritos Hotel. They are (from left)  Chamber Executive Director Scott Smith, Board Members Soo 
Yoo and Celia Spitzer, Board Vice President Lynda Johnson, Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, Chamber President 
Julie Emerson, Board Member Olympia Chen, Board President Sophia Tse, and Board Member Maynard Law.

        See Haskell Academy Page 8

a series of curriculum guided 
and self-directed projects 
called “Learning Launchers.”  
Each Learning Launcher has 
three levels, each progressing 
in difficulty. This is designed 
to provide access to learning 
for students with diverse aca-
demic abilities.

The SmartLab has more 
than 230 Learning Launchers 
or projects,” Lewis explained. 
“The curriculum is web-based.  
What you will see in the lab 
are students who are design-
ing, creating and producing.”  

Throughout the process, 
students must analyze, reflect 
and record their learning ex-
periences in an “ePortfolio” 
(on-line journal). “SmartLab 
experiences afford students 
a new way of applying math, 
science, and language skills, 
real life utilization of critical 
thinking and problem solving 
skills, and an exposure to next 
generation careers in technol-
ogy, engineering, and multi-
media,”  she said.

Haskell Academy Magnet

By Jerry Bernstein

Speaking before the Cer-
ritos Chamber of Commerce 
March 6 on the State of the 
ABC School District, Superin-
tendent Dr. Mary Sieu said this 
year significant transitions were 
being made in the District. 

These include the imple-

mentation of the Common 
Core State Standards replac-
ing the API tests, a new State 
Assessment System, a new local 
control funding formula and a  
local control accountability plan.

She said ABC had again sur-
passed the Statewide achieve-
ment target of 800, noting that 
82 percent of the schools in 

the District have exceeded the 
State average API score of 789, 
with 23 of the District’s  28 
schools having an API  score 
of 800 or above. 

“Student achievement is 
what we do at every level of 
the District,” she said.  She 
praised the teachers and prin-
cipals, whom she described 

Superintendent Speaks at Chamber Luncheon
State of the ABC School District
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City of Hawaiian Gardens Presents Ballet Folklorico
March 22  •   Doors open at 5 p.m., Show starts at 6 p.m.
The Ballet Folklorico Recital 2014
Come and enjoy a wonderful show
C. Robert Lee Activity Center
21815 Pioneer Blvd, CA 90716
Tickets: Early -$10   At Door – $12
Kids under 3 years of age – Free (with paid adult)

Hawaiian Gardens Safe Communities Month:  
Earthquake Safety
March 26  •  3 -5 p.m. Lee Ware Park, 22410 Wardham 
Ave. Come experience the 
SHAKEY-QUAKEY vehicle, which 
simulates a real earthquake. 
Then stay for great tips to ensure 
you and your family will be 
safe and ready for the next real 
one. For more information, call                                                                                          
(562)-496-1026 or (562)-420-2641.

Hawaiian Gardens Theater Arts Program 
Register March 3- 29
Sign up at the C. Robert Lee Activity Center
21815 Pioneer Blvd. Hawaiian Gardens
Session: April 7 – June 7
FEE:  $15 per session for residents,   $30 non-residents
Ages 8 thru 17.  SPACE IS LIMITED!!
Classes will be held at the Helen Rosas Center (upstairs)
22150 Wardham Ave., Hawaiian Gardens
For more information please call (562) 420-2641 ext. 229

Cerritos Senior Golf Tournament
April 3  •  7:30 a.m. Senior Golf Quarterly Tournament 
Iron Wood Nine Golf Course, Cerritos 

Hawaiian Gardens To Celebrate 50th Birthday
April 4-6  •  A Weekend Long Celebration 
Furgeson Elementary School, 22215 S. Elaine Ave.

Friends of the Cerritos Library Book Sale
April 5  •  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  Skyline Room

Cerritos Talent Show
April 5  •  Cerritos Park East  6 p.m.

Artesia Senior Center Easter Luncheon
April 9  •  10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Artesia Park Pre-registration            
is required to attend the meal. 
The event begins with music  and dancing prior                             
pto lunch service. 
All registered participants will receive a full lunch and dessert. 
A raffle will be held, and participants will have the chance to 
win one of several prizes.

Camp Fire USA, Long 
Beach Area Council, 
Elsus & The Rocket 
Cats presented a cake 
to the City of Cerritos 
March 13 in celebra-
tion of the 104th birth-
day of Camp Fire.

Sarrell said arguments 
concerning tech bonds were 
favorable when he explained 
to fund technology projects, 
the District would issue bonds 
that would be prepaid within 
three to five years in order to 
match the useful life of the 
technology being financed. 
He said the response of 60 per 
cent  would be more likely to 
vote in favor, 8 percent said it 
wouldn’t make any difference, 
and 19 percent less likely.

Bond Financing 
He explained that in a typ-

ical bond financing, only 50 
cents of every tax dollar goes 
toward local projects, with the 
remaining 50 cents is used to 
pay interest. Because technol-
ogy bonds are financed over 
a much shorter time up to 95 

cents of every tax dollar would 
go towards local school tech-
nology projects with only 5 
cents going to the payment of 
interest. 

Knowing this, it was 
asked if it would make you 
(the voter) more or less likely 
to vote for the ABCUSD tech-
nology bond measure. It was 
reported that 63 percent said 
they would,  8 percent said it 
made no difference, 4 percent 
had no opinion and 19 percent 
said they would be less likely 
to vote for it.

Another question in the 
survey was: Would you be 
more or less likely to vote for 
the bond measure if you knew 
that by law these funds could 
only be spent within the ABC 
Unified School District and 
cannot be taken by the State 

and used elsewhere. Seventy-
six percent responded more 
likely; 3 percent said it made 
no difference;  and 12 percent 
less likely. The Board took the 
surrey under consideration. 

The proposed language 
for the measure reads: ”To 
modernize, upgrade, and ac-
quire classroom and facilities 
throughout the District, in-
crease student access to com-
puters and modern technology; 
and make energy cost saving 
improvements; shall the ABC 
Unified School District be au-
thorized to use  $234 million of 
bonds with legal interest rates, 
annual audits, and independent 
citizens’ over  site committee, 
and all funds spent locally and 
no money used for administra-
tive salaries or taken by the 
State and spent elsewhere.”

Camp Fire 
USA Presents 
Cake to City 
of Cerritos 

School Bond Survey Shows Favorable Response From Page 1

Pulido Named Cerritos Mayor;
Chen Named Mayor Pro Tem

The Cerritos Council Chamber was packed with friends and supporters as 
Mark Pulido was voted Cerritos Mayor for the year 2014-15. The  Mayoral 
Transition was held March 19 with Councilmember Carol Chen named 
Mayor Pro Tem. The city’s new Mayor replaces outgoing Mayor Bruce 
Barrows. Following the transition, a reception was held in the Sierra Room 
at the Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts. Shown are Mayor Pro Tem 
Carol Chen, Mayor Mark Pulido, Councilmembers Bruce Barrows, George 
Ray and Joseph Cho.

ABC Unified School District
Public Meetings

Proposed Trustee Areas
Maps for Next Board of Education Election

 On November19, 2013 the ABCUSD Board of Education voted to approve 
 changing from an at-large Board election to a trustee area election system. 
 Seven trustee areas will be created for the 2015 Board election. Public input is                  
 requested on the proposed trustee area maps. 

 Dr. Jeanne Gobalet of Demographic Research, Inc. will be facilitating the               
 public meetings along with ABC Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu.

March 20, 2014
Carmenita Middle School

13435 E. 166th St.
Cerritos, CA  90703
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

March 26, 2014
Ross Middle School
17707 Elaine Ave.
Artesia, CA  90701

6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

March 28, 2014
Fedde Middle School

21409 Elaine Ave.
Hawaiian Gardens, CA  90716

4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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ous statements. 
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By Jerry Bernstein

We Start to Slacken the 
Minute We Find Excuses

A Note from the Publisher

By Melinda Kimsey

So Many Things Going on in Our Community!

I was sitting at my desk, 
busy writing a story on the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 
for the new apartments to be 
constructed on the northeast 
corner of Artesia and Bloom-
field when I looked up. Stand-
ing in front of my desk was 
VAL LYNDER, DEFENDER 
OF ALL THAT IS TRUE.

“Val,” I said, “I didn’t hear 
you come in.”

“I’ve been standing here 
for five minutes,” she replied. 
“Is it okay if I sit down?”

“Oh, oh,” I thought, “she’s 
upset about something.” With 
a smile on my face I said, 
“Please do.”

“Thank you,” she said. 
Without pausing she contin-
ued. “I see the Artesia City 
Council is thinking about up-
grading Pioneer Boulevard 
from 183rd Street south to its 
border with Cerritos.”

“That’s correct,” I replied.
“Well, all I can say is its 

about time.”
“What do you mean by 

that?” I asked.
Well, “ she said, “it appears 

to me they’ve been studying the 
downtown upgrade for years.”

“That’s true,” I answered. 
“I believe the council feels the 
City has studied the matter long 
enough, and it’s time to act.”

“Hmm,” she replied, her 
purple umbrella with the white 
polka dots tapping softly on 
the floor. “What exactly are 
they thinking of doing?”

“I looked at VAL LYN-DER. 
“Well,” I responded, “They want 
to widen the sidewalks, elimi-
nate two traffic lanes, and make 
a wide divider in the middle of 
Pioneer with grass and shrub-
bery, some benches  and maybe 
a few kiosks.”

VAL looked at me. “Why?” 
she asked.

I looked at VAL, wonder-
ing why she was so interested. 
Pioneer Boulevard has been 
known for years as “Little In-

dia.” Customers come from 
throughout Southern California 
to shop in the many stores lo-
cated on Artesia’s Main Street.

“Well,” she said, “It seems 
to me something needs to be 
done. The street is beginning 
to look shabby, and most of 
the cars don’t stop. It’s just a 
north-south route. I think its a 
good idea. I’m just surprised it 
has taken the city council this 
long to do something.” She 
paused a moment. “You know 
many of the towns surround-
ing Artesia don’t have a main 
street. I would think Artesia 
residents would want their 
main street to look good. After 
all, it represents their city.”

VAL LYNDER,” I said, 
“You can’t just wave a magic 
wand and just like that Main 
Street is now Main Street USA.
It takes planning and money.”

“That’s true,” she replied, 
“I thought they had the funds 
to do it.”

“The city does,” I said.
“And I thought the coun-

cil had decided to move for-
ward.”

“I believe the majority 
on the council think it’s time. 
They studied and restudied the 
matter and now the feeling is 
the time has come.”

“Good,” she said.
“Why are you so con-

cerned about Artesia’s Main 
Street?” I asked.

“Well, for one thing the 
street has been spruced up 
from 183rd Street to Artesia 
Boulevard and its time the rest 
of it was. I’m hoping when the 
work is done, the stores will 
also have a new look.”

“That’s up to the owners 
of the stores,” I said. “The City 
can encourage the owners, but 
to my knowledge, it can’t force 
them to.”

VAL LYNDER, DEFEND-
ER OF ALL THAT IS TRUE 
Looked at me. “Well I suppose 
you’re right, but I would think 
if the store fronts were spruced 
up, they might attract more cus-
tomers.” 

Saying that, she got up to 
leave. Her umbrella raising 
from the floor, only to come 
down upon my desk.

VAL LYNDER,” I said, “I 
wish you wouldn’t do that.”

Greetings, friends and 
neighbors! There is so much 
going on in our community!  I 
would like to thank our newest 
guest writer, Mel Kaplan, who 
is working with the Southern 
California Bulldog Rescue or-
ganization. He is doing such 
valuable work with this wor-
thy organization. If you are in-
terested in adopting a bulldog, 
I can highly recommend this 
dog breed. 

Bulldogs are smart, loving, 
and devoted to their owners 
and family. I have had Duch-
ess for almost seven years, and 
she is a true bulldog and a great 
companion. Did I mention that 
they have the intelligence of a 
fifth grader? Of course, how 
that was measured remains a 
secret!  

Also, we welcome Mina 
Chudilowsky from the Cer-
ritos Senior Center Life Writ-
ing Group. She has a lovely 
reflection on the beautiful area 
of Morro Bay. It seems like 
the travel bug is hitting quite 

a few of us as the weather is 
warming up and turning our 
thoughts to summer and vaca-
tion time.

Speaking of traveling, my 
grandchildren love to go to 
Chinatown! So, we went last 
week. We always find so many 
things to buy, and everyone is 
so friendly. We enjoy the entire 
experience! We end our shop-
ping spree with lunch at our 
favorite restaurant in old town 
Chinatown, which is Hop Lou-
ie, located at 950 Meiling Way, 
Phone 213-628-4244. 

I would highly suggest a 
trip to this local attraction site. 
Since we visit on a regular ba-
sis, we feel like we are just part 
of the scene. Even the shop 
owners are getting to know us 
on first name basis!

If you are in the mood for 
more Los Angeles experiences, 
there is also Olvera Street. My 
grandkids love going there, 
too. There are always musi-
cal groups playing and lots of 
shopping. Of course, the food 
is beyond delicious! You can 
make a day of both if you are 
so inclined, as they are just a 
few blocks from each other.

I would like to give a 
“shout out” to two of our lo-
cal restaurants for their com-
mitment to local service clubs. 
STACKED restaurant, located 
at the Los Cerritos Center, 562-
376-8482, had an all-day fund-
raiser for CEB and donated 20 
percent of the receipts for the 

day to the 1st CEB Adoption 
Committee. 

Eating at STACKED is a 
real experience in technology. 
As a guest, you place your or-
der on an iPad and, as the name 
indicates, you can customize 
your order by “stacking” your 
food selection. I have been 
there a few times, and their 
hamburgers are really, really 
good.  You can “stack” them 
as high as the sky.  

Also, Ave. 3 Pizza Subs & 
Catering, 562-865-9215, had a 
fundraiser for our local Sorop-
timist Club, and they donated 
20 percent of the receipts for 
the day to this organization.   
What can be said about the 
most awesome restaurant in 
the world? When you see the 
firefighters and deputies eating 
at Ave. 3, like all of the time, 
you know this is the place to 
eat!  

Their menu is fabulous!! 
They make everything fresh, 
and the prices are great!  They 
have quite a selection of deli-
cious pizzas. I know that Ave. 
3 did not invent pizza, but their 
pizza is so good, you will think 
that they did! Ave. 3 has ham-
burgers, fries, chicken fingers, 
and much, much more. 

If you have never been to 
Ave. 3, I highly recommend 
a visit, and be sure to bring a 
hearty appetite. Ave. 3 is lo-
cated on the corner of South 
Street and Bloomfield Avenue 
in Cerritos.
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Cerritos residents are in-
vited to attend the Cerritos-
Artesia Distinguished Young 
Women Program Show on 
April 6 at 4 p.m. in the Cer-
ritos College Student Activity 
Center. 

The event is sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of Cerritos-
Artesia and the City of Cer-
ritos. 

The Distinguished Young 
Women Program is a scholar-
ship program that recognizes 

Distinguished Young Women 
Show to Be Presented April 6

high school junior women 
who excel in the categories of 
Scholastics, Interview, Fitness, 
Talent and Poise. The winner 
of the program will represent 
Cerritos-Artesia at the state 
competition.

Tickets to the show cost 
$10. Children under two years 
of age are free. To purchase 
tickets, call Ingrid Huang at 
(562) 412-5817. 

Seating is limited. Free park-
ing is available for attendees.

Cerritos College Music 
Department to Feature 
Scott Henderson Memorial 
Scholarship Concert

The Scott Henderson Me-
morial Scholarship concert, 
featuring the most outstand-
ing students from the Applied 
Music Program at Cerritos 
College, will be held April 4 at 
2 p.m. at the Burnight Center 
Theatre. It is located at Cer-
ritos College, 11110 Alondra 
Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650.

The scholarship 
was established by 
the Cerritos College 
Music Department in 
memory of long-time 
music faculty mem-
ber Scott Henderson. 
Proceeds from the 
concert benefit stu-
dents in the Cerritos 
College Applied Music 
Program.

Pre-sale tickets prices are: 
General $12; Seniors, middle 
and high school students (all 
w/ID) $10; Child (5-12) $8; 
and children under 5 are not 
permitted. At the door ticket 
prices are: General $15; Se-
niors, middle and high school 
students (all w/ID) $12; and 
Child (5-12) $10. 

Tickets may be purchased 
online (credit card only) at 
www.cerritos.edu/music or at 

the box office one hour prior to 
the performance (cash only).

For more information on 
the Henderson Concert and 
the Cerritos College Music 
Department, please call (562) 
860- 2451 ext. 2629 or visit 
www.cerritos.edu/music.

Cerritos College serves as 
a comprehensive community 

college for south-
eastern Los Ange-
les County. Com-
munities within the 
college's district 
include Artesia, 
Bellflower, Cerri-
tos, Downey, Ha-
waiian Gardens, La 
Mirada, Norwalk, 

and portions of Bell Gardens, 
Lakewood, Long Beach, Santa 
Fe Springs and South Gate. 

Cerritos College offers de-
grees and certificates in more 
than 180 areas of study in nine 
divisions. Annually, more than 
1,200 students successfully 
complete their course of stud-
ies, and enrollment currently 
averages 23,000 students. 

View a  map of the cam-
pus at www.cerritos.ed/guide              
or www.cerritos.edu/google-
map.

By Larry Caballero

ABC Adult School Princi-
pal Pao-Ling Guo thanked Ro-
tary Club of Artesia-Cerritos 
for inviting her to their weekly 
meeting where she had the 
opportunity to talk about the 
progress ABC Adult School 

ABC Adult School Principal Key 
Speaker At Rotary Club Meeting

has made in recent years.
Guo informed Rotary 

members that it has been dif-
ficult to see a $10 million bud-
get wither away to the current 
$3.5 million, yet she says that 
the Adult School is still do-
ing “the best it can to meet the 
needs of the students who at-

By Mina Annne Chudiowsky 

A perfect day in Morro 
Bay would be to wake up in 
the campground with the sun 
just coming up over the hori-
zon and my friends looking 
forward to the first cup of hot 
coffee over the campfire. 

There would probably be a 
bit of fog over the bay, and the 
foghorns would let us know 
what to expect on the bay at 
this time. 

The sun would burn off 
the fog residue and start heat-
ing the air, which in turn would 
awaken the Monarch butter-
flies, and a few would start flit-
tering around the eucalyptus 
trees drying off their wings. 

The turkey vultures would 
fly off their perches on the eu-
calyptus trees, and spiral up 
in the sky, looking for their 
breakfast. After a relaxing 
breakfast, we would go down 
to the marina and launch our 

Cerritos Senior Center Life Writing Group

A Perfect Day at Morro Bay

canoes with great anticipa-
tion and excitement as to what 
wildlife we would see. 

At the beginning of our 
adventure, fish would be jump-
ing in the water, and we’d see 
a seal or two exploring the bay. 
The shore birds would be in 
abundance, and we’d hear the 
whoosh, whoosh, whoosh as 
they flew over our heads. 

The white pelicans would 
be congregated on islands in 
the mud flats, looking pristine 
and regal. As we paddled back 
to the beach, we’d see an otter 
swimming, diving and coming 
up with a rock and shellfish 
ready to enjoy a tasty lunch.

Later, we would beach the 
canoes and hike over the sand 
dunes and see the spectacular 
breaking waves of the ocean 
and white sandy beaches with 
the abundance of beautiful 
sand dollars. During the right 
time of year, we would see the 
gray whales migrating north 

for the summer. 
Finally, we would walk 

back to our canoes and then 
back to our camp. Sometimes 
we would go to town for a de-
licious dinner, but usually we 
would enjoy a potluck dinner 
with our friends and the ani-
mals that only come out night. 

The night sky is filled with 
millions and millions of stars, 
and it is then that we fall asleep 
and look forward to another 
perfect day at Morrow Bay.

Mina Anne Chudilowsky 
is a retired preschool teacher 
who has lived her entire life in 
Southern California. She be-
longs to the Sierra Club, sev-
eral writing clubs and several 
book clubs. She enjoys travel-
ing and camping. For more 
information about Ms. Chu-
dolowsky, you can contact her 
through Gateway Guardian at 
11744 187th Street, Artesia, 
CA 90701.

tend classes there.”
More than 10,500 adults 

enrolled in one or more classes 
last year, with the most popular 
classes being Parenting/Fam-
ily/Aging Education, Career 
Technical Education, Adult 
Basic and Secondary Educa-
tion and English as a Second 
Language/Citizen Preparation.

“More than 67 percent of 
ABC Adult students are His-
panic or Latino, 35 percent 
Asian, 6.7 percent Black and 
more than 60 percent are fe-
male,” said Guo. 

“Almost half of ABC Adult 
students are between the ages 
of 25-44. ABC Adult School 
has one of the largest student 
enrollments in the state.”

Guo graduated from 
Taiwan and migrated to the 
United States in 1990. She 
has moved up in the ranks of 
ABC until she was promoted 
to ABC Adult School Principal 
in 2008.

Greeting Rotary Club of Artesia-Cerritos members at their weekly meeting 
at Hometown Buffet were (l-r) Member Dr. Steve Sherman, Artesia Mayor 
Tony Lima, ABC Adult School Principal Pao-Ling Guo, President Maha 
Rayan and member Becky Lingad.

Hawaiian Gardens Community  
Blanket & Sock Drive

“Let’s Help Keep People Warm”
NOW –MARCH 28

Drop off new blankets & socks at the C. Robert Lee Activity Center front desk.

Fifteen students competed for the first annual Distinguished Student 
Awards, honoring outstanding student business and community lead-
ers March 13. Sponsored by the Cerritos Chamber of Commerce and the 
Los Cerritos Foundation, the program replaces the Miss Cerritos Contest. 
Winners were Harrison Khoo, Whitney High School, who received the 
Gem Award, going the extra mile; Edna Monterroza, Xtreme Promos, the 
Community Service Award,volunteerism; and Michael Teylan, Our Lady 
of Fatima School, Inspirational Award, personal achievement. Chamber 
President  Julia Emerson described the program as furthering business and 
education partnerships and assisting students with career readiness by hon-
oring these outstanding students and community leaders. The Chamber 
also honored Miss Cerritos 2013, Lauren Caron.

Cerritos Chamber Honors Distinguished Students
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Sponsorship 
Packages
 
Premier Sponsor  $5,000
Putting Contest Sponsor  
$3,500
Cart Sponsor  $2,500
Eagle Sponsor  $1,500
Birdie Sponsor  $1,000  

Player Packages 
Super Player Package  
$800
Single Player $185
 Fiesta Package  $40
A $60 Value!

Dinner Only 
Tickets  $35
 

 
 

MONDAY, MAY 5, 2014  
Registration:  10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

Putting Contest: 10:30 - 11:45 a.m. 
Lunch: 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

Shot-Gun Start:  Noon
Banquet & Raffle: 5:30 p.m.

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce
proudly presents

Sponsorship 
Opportunities
Hole Sponsor  $250
Restaurant Hole 
Sponsor  $150
Tee Sign Sponsor  
$125

Los Coyotes Country Club Golf Course
8888 Los Coyotes Drive - Buena Park, CA

Please Contact the Chamber to Register
Phone: 562/467-0800  Email: chamber@cerritos.org

Fax: 562/467-0840

By Larry Caballero

Mary Lou Pinedo, Program 
Coordinator and Job Devel-
oper for the ABC Adult School 
Career Technical Education 
Center assisted in hosting the 
ABC Adult School Career Fair 
and Open House March 7 at the 
Cuesta Campus.

ABC Adult School Hosts Career Fair & Open House

Welcoming attendees to the ABC Adult School Career Fair were (l-r) Mary 
Kay Cosmetics Independent Sales Directors Jennifer and Holly Noble and 
Principal Pao-Ling Guo.

Ready to answer questions and provide assistance 
were (l-r) Principal Pao-Ling Guo and TransAmer-
ica Financial Advisor Rocky Pavone and World 
Financial Group Senior Associate John Reese.

“Our goal was to provide 
valuable information about a 
variety of career fields, and we 
encouraged attendees to come 
dressed for success to meet 
with industry representatives,” 
said Pinedo.

“We also suggested that 
attendees bring their re-
sumes. This was a wonder-

ful opportunity to partner in 
a community event and bring 
awareness to various local 
businesses and organizations.”

Residents had the opportu-
nity to discover the type of in-
dustries and jobs available in the 
local area and learn from indus-
try experts about what it takes to 
have a career in these fields.

Companies represented 
the health care industry, hos-
pitality and tourism, customer 
service, technical and clerical 
industries.  

“Explore, ask questions, 
network and learn. That’s what 
ABC Adult School is all about!  
And remember, if you need 
any training or certification, 
ABC Adult School and ABC 
Career Academy are here to 
help,” said ABC Adult School 
Principal Pao-Ling Guo. 

Subjects included Careers 
in Graphic Design and Print-
ing, Arts, Media and the En-
tertainment Industry, Comput-
er Repair, Medicine-Medical 
Assistant, Medicine-Medical 
Insurance Specialist, Skills for 
the Modern Office, and Phar-
macy Careers.

The ABC Adult School 
campus is located at 12254                 
Cuesta Drive, Cerritos, CA 
90703. For more information, 
call 562-926-6734. 

1st CEB Holds ‘Lucky 
Strikes’ Bowl-A-Thon

Marines and their families, along with many local residents, enjoyed bowl-
ing in the fifth annual Bowl-A-Thon, sponsored by the 1st CEB Adop-
tion Committee. HM2 Brett Boland bowled with his son Shane stapped on 
his back as his wife Ashley looked on. Mayor Bruce Barrows and Coun-
cilmembers Carol Chen and George Ray also attended.

By Janet Beach

The fifth annual “Lucky 
Strikes” Bowl-A-Thon, spon-
sored by the 1st CEB Adop-
tion Committee, was held on 
March 15 at the AMF Cerritos 
Lanes. About 85 bowlers par-
ticipated, 32 of whom were 
1st CEB Marines from Camp 
Pendleton.

The Marines bowled for 
free, thanks to donors who 

Madison Kimsey (center) stands proudly with some of the 1st CEB Marines.

“Sponsored a Marine,” while 
other participants paid $25 for 
two games, shoe rental, ball, 
and a goody bag.

The Woman’s Club of  
Cerritos-Artesia donated cakes 
and cookies, and raffle prizes 
were also given away.  

Friends of the 1st CEB will 
use the money raised from this 
event to assist the 1st Marines 
and their families with special 
events and activities.  

Dr. Pao Ling Guo, Principal, ABC Adult School;  Dr. Susan 
Hixson, ABC Director of Human Resources; Celia Spitzer, 
and Olympia Chen, ABCUSD Board Members; Gigi Mana-
nilla, Regional Vice President, PRIMERICA; and Mary Lou 
Pinedo, Program Coordinator, ABC Adult School/Career 
Technical Education Center. enjoy the Career Fair. 

Members of the Artesia City Council presented Alfredo Albania a Cer-
tificate of Recognition as Adult Library Volunteer Nominee of the Year 
for the Artesia Library and for winning Adult Volunteer of the Year for 
the County of Los Angeles Public Library System. Joining Mayor Tony 
Lima in making the presentation are (from left) Councimembers Vic-
tor Manalo, Sally Flowers, Mayor Lima, Ali Taj and Mayor Pro Tem  
Miguel Canales.

Artesia’s Alfredo Albania Named 
County Library Volunteer of Year
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12612 South Street, Cerritos 
 (Corner of South & Bloomfield)

www.ave3pizza.com

562-865-9215

By William Lee

Lent is 40 days before    
Easter and begins on March 5 
this year. That is the time for 
reflection and repentance for 
Christians. For some restau-
rants, that often means an in-
crease in sales for their sea-
food items.  

About 24 percent of the 
U.S. Population is Roman 
Catholic, according to the Pew 
Forum on Religion & Public 
Life, and 60 percent of them 
will not eat meat on Fridays 
during Lent.

Panda Express said that 
last year it saw a “significant” 
increase in seafood sales on 
Fridays during Lent. The in-
crease usually is in shrimp 
dishes, but this year they also 
introduced fish.

The new “Golden Szech-
uan Fish” is battered cod fillets 

Seafood Popular During Lent
with sugar snap peas and red-
bell peppers wok-tossed in a 
soy-based sauce with Chinese 
spices and chile flakes.

During Lent last year, 
Carl's Jr.'s charbroiled cod 
sandwich was so successful 
that it was added as a perma-
nent item. 

Popeyes, who already has 
a strong seafood product base, 
has chosen Lent this year to in-
troduce two new permanent sea-
food items. One is a Cajun Fish, 
which is a whitefish seasoned 
and rolled in a crumb breading, 
and the other is a quarter-pound 
of Popcorn Shrimp.

According to Brad Haley, 
chief marketing officer of CKE 
Restaurants Holdings, Inc, 
the parent company of quick-
service restaurants Carl's Jr. 
and Hardee's, said, “It's a sig-
nificant business opportunity, I 
think, for all the chains.”

By Larry Caballero 
and William Lee

Have you ever dined out 
at a new restaurant, ordered 
from the menu, and was disap-
pointed with your dish when it 
arrived because you thought it 
would come with tomatoes or 
onions—or not?

That can never happen at 
STACKED Cerritos because 
the customer orders exactly 
what he or she wants from a 
personal iPad located at each 
table. For someone who may 
be a little computer chal-
lenged, meaning anyone over 
the age of 40, not to worry!  
The servers are very helpful 
and will guide you through the 
ordering process.

STACKED is a big free- 
standing building located at 
the Los Cerritos Mall that has 
a spacious parking lot. When 
you first enter the restaurant, 
you can’t miss seeing a stand-
up sign promoting their cock-
tail hour. 

Once you enter the double 
door, you see a large restaurant 
with different shapes of tables 
and chairs on the right, and a 

large, full bar with several big 
screen TVs on the walls. Just 
perfect for watching March 
Madness.

This bar is a very colorful, 
Vegas-type bar with unique 
lighting and display of various 
bottles of liquor. You have a 
feeling that you are in a large 
and very modern restaurant.

STACKED offers Amer-
ica’s favorite foods – burg-
ers, pizza, salads and Mac ‘n’ 
Cheese prepared exactly the 
way you want! 

Choose among dozens of 
ingredients to create the per-
fect meal for your taste, or you 
can select one of their recom-
mended signature items. 

STACKED prides itself as 
being “a full-service restau-
rant with an innovative order-
ing approach that enables you 
to control when you order and 
pay and customizes your meal 
in a comfortable, uninhibited 
way.” 

Great food, exactly how 
you want it, and when you 
want it. In other words, “Food 
Well Built!”

Imagine creating a burger, 
pizza, salad or Mac ‘n’ Cheese 

STACKED Gives Customers 
Exactly What They Want!

with all of your favorite in-
gredients, and just your favor-
ite ingredients! And imagine 
those ingredients are fresh and 
flavorful, the proteins grilled 
to order, the vegetables crisp, 
the cheeses rich and creamy, 
and best of all – the sauces 
and dressings are freshly made 
from scratch.

We ordered a pizza with 
pineapple, and it was excel-
lent! The hamburgers are also 
delicious. These two items are 
the restaurant’s best sellers.

As we finished our meal, 
we wondered if ordering on 
the iPad may be challeng-
ing for some customers.  Per-
haps it will draw mainly the 
younger crowd? Time will 
tell, but in the meantime, good 
old-fashioned sense of having 
good food and good service 
still rules.

What’s not to like with 
that menu? Drop in after a day 
of shopping and taste for your-
self! It is definitely a unique 
dining experience. 

STACKED is located aja-
cent to the Los Cerritos Center  
at 18425 Gridley Road, Cerri-
tos, 562-376-4300.

 Dr. Susan Mathieu

MARCH 20:  
Dr. Susan Mathieu, Ed. D, was 
the guest speaker at the March 
General meeting of the La 
Palma-Cerritos Branch of the 
American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW) on 
March 20 at the Skyline Room 
of the Cerritos Library.

Dr. Mathieu’s topic was 
“SMILE: No Grownups  Al-
lowed!” Dr. Mathieu invites 
people to come to the meeting 
and said:  “Let’s ride the road 
to happiness and laugh along 
the way!” 

Dr. Mathieu is a past win-
ner of the “Outstanding Thera-
peutic Educator Award” from 
the California Park and Recre-
ation Society, the “Profession-
al Award” from the National 
Recreation and Parks Associa-
tion, and a three-time winner 
of “The Outstanding Professor 
Award” at CSU Long Beach 

La Palma-Cerritos  AAUW 
Sponsors 2 March Events

where she was known as “The 
Happy Professor.”  

She is the creator of hap-
piness and humor groups for 
older adults, which have been 
replicated in the U.S. and in 
Europe. She is currently the 
Senior Adult Program Coor-
dinator at the Alpert Jewish 
Community Center in Long 
Beach and the Program Direc-
tor for Active Adult Commu-
nity Connection. 

For more information, con-
tact Christine Taxier at 714-
828-7711.

MARCH 29: 
The Local Scholarship 

Committee of the La Palma-
Cerritos Branch of the Ameri-
can Association of University 
Women (AAUW) will be hold-
ing its annual Cerritos College 
Local Scholarship Brunch in 
the Cerritos College Board 
Room on Alondra Boulevard 
in Norwalk on March 29 from 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

Scholarships will be 
awarded to deserving Cerri-
tos College women students 
who are graduating this year 
and who plan to continue their 
education a a four-year college 
or university. For more infor-
mation regarding the brunch, 
contact Program Vice-Presi-
dent Barbara Dunstan at 562-
404-4760.   
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The Beta Omicron Chap-
ter (Bellflower, Lakewood) 
of The Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International, a soci-
ety for key women educators, 
will be hosting a “Spring Into 
Fashion” Show and Luncheon 
on April 26 at the Eagle’s Nest 
Clubhouse at the Navy Golf 
Course in Cypress. 

Proceeds from the fashion 
show luncheon and silent auc-
tion will go towards scholar-
ships for aspiring educators. 

Each year Beta Omicron 
selects outstanding men and 
women who are studying to 
become teachers to receive 
scholarships to further their 
educational goals. 

Last year, scholarships 
were given to two Cerritos 

Fashion Show Fundraiser 
to Benefit Aspiring Teachers 

College students who were 
enrolled in the Cerritos Teach-
er TRAC Program. 

The Cerritos Teacher 
TRAC Program allows pro-
spective teachers an opportunity 
to observe in school classrooms 
and take teacher preparatory 
classes before they matriculate 
to California State University 
Long Beach to complete their 
teaching degrees. 

Beta Omicron also gave 
two scholarships to aspiring 
teachers who were planning 
to finish their studies at UC  
Irvine and CSU Long Beach.

Tickets for the Fashion 
Show and Luncheon are $40 
and can be obtained by con-
tacting Dr. Margie Armstrong 
at drmargieadkg@gmail.com.

ABCUSD Open Enrollment 

Schools of Choice 
March 1, 2014 - March 31, 2014

 
Parents may apply for Magnet Schools Programs through the online application at 

www.abcschoolsofchoice.com 
and through the link on the ABC Unified School District homepage.

The online application process that began in 2013, has improved the School                          
of Choice Open Enrollment process in ABCUSD by making it more convenient                  
for parents and families to enroll. It is also more cost effective and time efficient 

for the school and District staff to implement each year.

The District staff has worked with Smart Choice Technologies to ensure that 
the School of Choice/Magnet School application is consistent with all 

current ABCUSD Board policies and timelines. 

The Smart Choice Technologies application process will enable parents to apply on-
line from home, the school site, or the District Office. Parents will also be able to check 

the status of their application(s) throughout the process, print a receipt of the time 
and date of their application and make multiple choices of schools for their child.                                                                                                                                      

Parents will be notified of the results of the lottery electronically and by mail.

The Smart Choice Technology website will be activated on March 1, 2014                                 
at 12:01 a.m. (PST). It will remain open until 4:30 p.m. on March 31, 2014. 

The results of the lottery will be posted online on May 1, 2014.
Tim Catlin, Supervisor of Child Welfare and Attendance, is coordinating the effort 

for the District and may be contacted at (562) 926-5566, Ext. 21105.

The SmartLab Facilita-
tor and subject area teachers, 
along with students, choose the 
level that is most appropriate 
and interesting, yet challeng-
ing. Students are responsible 
for the learning and problem 
solving in the SmartLab.  

Teachers are primarily fa-
cilitators of the learning and 
assist students in reaching their 
goals when they get stuck.  Lab 
facilitator Danielle Marsh said, 
“We aren’t necessarily con-
cerned with what they already 
know, but more importantly, 
the knowledge and skills they 
acquire, and their ability to ap-
ply that knowledge.

SmartLab Construction
From conception to com-

pletion, the SmartLab took 
about 18 months to construct, 
starting with the demolition of 
the original room.  After carpet 
and painting, extensive electri-
cal and data upgrades were 
necessary to accommodate the 
web-based programs and hi-
tech software.  

Asked how the lab was 
financed, Lewis explained the 
financing included new Title 1 
funding, carryover funds from 
the previous school year and 
current budget allocations. 

Principal Lewis added, “If 
we are fortunate enough to re-
alize additional funding next 
school year, we have plans to 
expand our lab to include a 
Mobile Video Console, which 
is a professional-grade video 
production platform.” 

She explained that this 
platform includes the “Chro-
ma-Key Virtual Set System 
with LED Light Ring” tech-
nology. Students would be 
able to create a news center 
with professional looking vir-
tual sets and backdrops featur-
ing special effects.  

Haskell Academy Magnet Program From Page 2

Marina Sanchez-Castellanos and Peter Calagui use “Lego Mindstorms” to 
design, construct, and program a robot.

Asked how this would fit 
in with the lab’s program, she 
replied, “The Mobile Video 
Console lab would represent 
an advanced opportunity for 
students to master the use of 
sophisticated broadcasting 
equipment and production of 
media arts, such as video and 
television broadcasting, script 
writing/editing etc. There is 
something for everyone in the 
SmartLab.”

“Two years ago Superin-
tendent Dr. Mary Sieu invited 
Haskell to consider becom-
ing a magnet school,”  said 
Lewis. “I had had earlier 
conversations with my staff 
and asked them: ‘If we were 
to become a magnet school, 
what kind of magnet program 
would we be? What would 
make a meaningful difference 
for our students?’ We consid-
ered the other magnet school 
programs in ABC and decided 
on a STEM program: Science, 
Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics.”  

Birth of STEM Education
She explained the need 

for STEM education in K-12 
schools was born out of a 
reported gradual decline in 
America’s global competitive 
edge and industry’s need for 

very specific skills and expe-
riences in technology and en-
gineering. Businesses and in-
dustry were noticing a deficit 
in qualified job candidates in 
the American job market and 
many businesses are now part-
nering with K-12 education to 
address this deficit.  

“Our goal at Haskell 
STEM Academy is to prepare 
students to become future in-
dustry leaders by providing 
the foundational STEM edu-
cation as a gateway to more 
rigorous high school and col-
lege technology and engineer-
ing programs, using the latest 
technology available. 

We are certain the next 
Elon Musk or Steve Jobs is just 
on the horizon, and he or she 
might in all likelihood be en-
rolled at Haskell.”  

“The K-12 education level 
is the best time to introduce 
students to this field,” she said. 
“You can’t walk out of K-12 
and just go to college and say  
I want to be an engineer. If 
we introduce the students to 
these fields, they will have a 
knowledgable base. They are 
introduced to the basics of a 
possible career, and they expe-
rience problem-based learning 
in small teams utilizing the lat-
est technology available.”

By Charles Sooter

Sgt. Rene Pugaperea, a 
member of the U.S. Marine 
Corps 1st Combat Engineer 
Battalion (CEB), stationed at 
Camp Pendleton, will be hosted 
and honored in the City of Cer-
ritos on March 22 at 11:30 at the 
Sheraton Hotel Fountain Court. 

The public is invited to 
attend a presentation by the 
Mayor and City Council, of 
a city proclamation to honor 
him for his service. Members 
of the Gadabouts are acting as 
his host.

 The City of Cerritos  ad-
opted the Marines and Sailors 
of the 1st CEB, stationed in 
Camp Pendleton, on Nov. 11, 
2007.

Sgt. Pugaperea and a guest 
will stay the weekend in Cer-
ritos with lodging and meals 
compliments of: Sheraton Ho-
tel and restaurants Grille 91, 
Mimi's, TGI Friday’s, Ranch 
House BBQ, BJ’s Restaurant, 
and the Macaroni Grill. 

The City of Cerritos also 
provides tickets to attend the Sun-
day afternoon performance at the 
Cerritos Center, “It's Magic.”

 The commendation from 
his command reads as follows: 
“During pre-deployment train-
ing at Bridgeport, California 
during August 2013, Sgt. Pu-

Cerritos to Honor 1st CEB Marine
gaperea, on the final training 
exercise, was the only Husky 
Mounted Detection System 
(HMDS) operator who found 
100 percent of the IED simu-
lators.  

Upon deployment to Af-
ghanistan in support of Opera-
tion ENDURING FREEDOM, 
Sgt Pugaperea continued his 
meritorious record. He served 
as the lead HMDS operator 
where he was responsible for 
detecting IEDs using ground-
penetrating radar, mechanical 
proofing, and visual means 
honed by extensive combat-
hunter training.  

Sgt Pugaperea personally 
cleared more than 150 culverts 
running under key routes, 
served as HMDS operator for 
nine deliberate route-clearance 
missions, consisting of 22 sep-
arate route-clearance patrols, 
and cleared more than 1,200 
kilometers of routes through-
out his units deployment area. 

Due to his dedication to 
perfecting his craft, Sgt. Pu-
gaperea was designated as not 
only the lead HMDS operator, 
but also, 3rd Squad Leader, 1st 
Platoon, Company C. 

Sgt Pugaperea’s meritori-
ous service reflects great credit 
upon him, the 1st Combat En-
gineer Battalion, and the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps.”  

Optimist Club Oratorical Contest

Optimist President Phil Hickok and Diana Needham congratulate win-
ners of the Optimist Oratorical Contest on March 6: Robert Chatman 
(Ross Academy) first place; Abraham Ahmed (Ross Academy), second 
place; and Albert Chon, (Whitney HS), third place. 
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“I applaud the Senators for 
engaging in public discussion 
on needed changes to the Po-
litical Reform Act,” Assembly, 
member Cristina Garcia said. 

“Political transparency and 
ethics reform are high priori-
ties for me, and in particular, 
I am pleased that they are fol-
lowing the lead of my bill AB 
1673 to ban lobbyists from 
sponsoring fundraising events 
for legislators in their homes.”

 “Moreover, I am support-
ive of having gifts be reported 
online within 72 hours of re-
ceiving them,” Garcia said. 
“These days, we have smart 

Assemblymember Garcia Applauds the Senate 
for Joining her on Political, Ethical Reform

phones; perhaps an app can be 
developed where all members 
have to do is snap a picture of 
a bar code or even just manu-
ally input information quickly 
with their cell phones.”

 As Co-Chair of the As-
sembly Ethics Committee, 
Garcia introduced her “Politi-
cal Conduct, Ethics and Public 
Trust Acts of 2014” package, 
specifically written in response 
to a series of recently uncov-
ered FPPC violations at both 
the local and state level. This 
7-bill package was introduced 
earlier last month.

 “The efforts by the Sen-

ate are complementary to my 
package, and I feel that it will 
lead to a more robust conver-
sation and set of reforms,” 
Garcia said.  

“I look forward to working 
with my colleagues in both the 
Assembly and Senate on this 
issue of political transparency 
as the legislative session pro-
gresses,” she added.

 “Finally, we as legislators 
must lead the way in comply-
ing with all campaign contri-
bution laws and should be the 
first to close any loopholes and 
ban any practices that can lead 
to illegal conduct,” she said.

                          Assemblymember Garcia  Hosts                                                                     
                                Covered California                                                    
           Enrollment Event                                                             

Co-hosted by:                                                                  
U.S. Representative Linda Sanchez                                    
& Assemblymember Ian Calderon 

“Covered California” representatives and certified enrollment    
entities will be at the event to assist in explaining healthcare       

options and to enroll constituents and families at this all-day event.

 Date: March 22, 2014                                           
Time: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Location: Southeast Los Angeles County 
Workforce Investment Board Career Center 

12440 East Firestone Blvd., Suite 100  
Norwalk, CA 90650

Enrollment is by appointment only. To make an appointment, 
please contact Assemblymember Garcia’s office at: 562-861-

5803. For more information on documents needed for the 
appointment, please check Assemblymember Garcia’s website:                                                                                             

http://asmdc.org/members/a58/

Santa Fe Srpings Firefighters
Unite Behind Tony Mendoza

Continuing his stream of 
support of public safety orga-
nizations, Tony Mendoza an-
nounced recently that he has 
received the support of the 
Santa Fe Springs Firefighters.

 The Santa Fe Springs 
Firefighters serve and protect 
the almost 18,000 residents of 
the City of Santa Fe Springs.  
They were formed to bind to-
gether their members for mu-
tual protection and to aid each 
other in sickness and distress, 
and foster harmony and good 
fellowship among the mem-
bers of the Santa Fe Springs 
Fire Department.

 “I'm honored to have the 
backing of the brave men and 
women of the Santa Fe Springs 
Firefighters Association,” said 

Mendoza. “Every day, these 
men and women risk their 
lives to keep us all safe.” 

“Throughout my career, 
I have worked hard to make 
sure that our first responders 
receive the support that they 
deserve and the commitment 
will never change,” he said.

 Mendoza’s public safety 
endorsements also include the 
Downey Firefighters Associa-
tion, the Montebello Firefight-
ers Association, the Associa-
tion for Los Angeles Deputy 
Sheriffs (ALADS), the Cali-
fornia Association of Highway 
Patrolmen (CAHP), the Police 
Officers Research Association 
of California (PORAC), the 
California Professional Fire-
fighters and CAL-FIRE.

Bull Dog Rescue

PART 1
“It takes a village” is truly 

the perfect description of how 
Southern California Bulldog 
Rescue works. Much of the 
public thinks the rescue owns 
a property somewhere and that 
people work for the rescue full 
time.  The reality is that South-
ern California Bulldog Rescue 
exists all across Southern Cali-
fornia – from Ojai to Orange 
County. 

All of the volunteers, in 
addition to rescue, have their 
own jobs and families, yet 
spend about as much time on 
rescue as they would with a 
full time job.  The truly amaz-
ing part is how each of our 
volunteers works to answer 
the many different needs of 
rescue – some hands on and 
some not, but all needed on a 
daily basis.  

When people think about 
what the volunteers in SCBR 
do, the first thought is being 
hands on with the bulldogs.  
We have foster homes of all 
kinds – some that have many 
dogs, some that take care of 
just the senior bullies, some 
that take on the bulldogs with 
skin issues and others that just 
have a whole brood of bullies 
until they find their own for-
ever homes.  

A lot of these dogs go into 
foster homes with the volun-
teers knowing that the dog 
will require a lot of time or 
even sometimes knowing that 
the dog is likely never going 
to go anywhere due to age or 
health.  Some of our most spe-
cial foster homes are the ones 
that take in hospice dogs – the 
dogs that need a place to live 
out their life in peace and com-
fort until their time comes.  

We sadly see too many 
dogs come into rescue with 
cancer and other terminal con-

ditions, and we are forever 
grateful to the homes that open 
up their hearts and homes to 
these special dogs.  

In addition to our foster 
homes, we have a large group 
of volunteers who take care 
for our dogs in the kennels. 
The sad reality is that we have 
more dogs than we have foster 
homes, so many of our bull-
dogs are in kennels. 

The goal of the volunteers 
in the kennels is to care for the 
dogs there and give them the 
attention and love they would 
be getting in a regular home. 
They bathe and groom the 
dogs, make sure they get seen 
by the vet and take them on 
outings for lunches and walks.  

The challenge for these 
volunteers is to care for the 
dogs as a foster home would, 
but to do it with a lot more 
dogs than a normal foster 
home would have.  These vol-
unteers care for these dogs as 
if they were their own fosters 
and work tirelessly to find 
them homes.

Even though being hands-
on with the bulldogs is primar-
ily what we do, there are a lot of 
other things happening behind 
the scenes that our volunteers 
do. One such role is manning 
the “SCBR Hotline.” We op-
erate a toll-free hotline where 
people can inquire about pretty 
much anything – how to adopt, 
how to surrender, or simply 
ask advice and guidance about 
their own dog.  

A group of our volunteers 
take turns answering these 
calls daily, many of which end 
up keeping dogs in homes and 
helping owners solve common 
bulldog issues. Even though 
this is a part of rescue that 
many people don’t see, it’s a 
critically helpful resource to 
people.     PART 2 Next Issue

By Larry Caballero

California Democratic Party 
delegates and guests attended 
the annual 2014 Democratic 
Party State Convention March 
7-9 at the Los Angeles Con-
vention Center and the Westin 
Bonaventure Hotel. Elected 
officials spoke on the need for 
more good paying jobs, immi-
gration reform, civil rights and 
marriage equality. 

Speakers included: Gov. 
Jerry Brown; Attorney General 
Kamela Harris; Controller John 
Chiang; Los Angles Mayor 
Eric Garcetti; and San Antonio 
Mayor Julian Castro, the key-
note speaker at the 2012 Demo-
cratic National Convention. 

Attending the 2014 Democratic Party State Convention at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center were Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club of Cerritos 
members Charlie Ara, Artesia Councilmember Miguel Canales, and Chris 
and Elaine Duvali.  

Hubert Humphrey Democratic Club 
Members Attend Party State Convention

Volunteers Do An Amazing Job Working 
in the Kennels and Finding Foster Homes
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, LLC
WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Place Your Ad Here 
For Only $10

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com 
562.493.6653

Consumer Banking
11900 South St.
Cerritos, CA 90703

Telephone:  562-865-1839
Facsimile:   562-865-3569
ServiceLine:  800-935-9935

Donald D. Kent
Relationship Banker
Vice President
NMLS ID: 671237

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

      Share Your Church News    
          With our Readers

Please submit information about:
     • Church Services
     •  Bible Study Classes
     • Special Events      
     •  Youth Activities
     • Afterschool & Preschool Programs

  Brandon Glass
  Senior Inspector

11432 South St.  #222
Cerritos, CA  90703

Toll Free: (855) 303-2UHI
                   2844

Cell:/Text: (714) 307-5601

www.brandonglasshomeinspection.com
www.homeinspectionsservices.com

uniquehomeinspections@yahoo.com

FAITH
The Holy Gospel According to John

No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening – it 
is painful! But afterward there will be a quiet harvest of 
right living for those who are trained in this way. (Hebrews 
12:11, NLT)

God refuses to be our personal genie because He knows 
that instant change will not give us what we need.  Too 
many of us miss God’s best because we’re impatient. We 
give up too early, too easily. The result is more pain and re-
gression. The fact that God weighs character over comfort 
does not mean His delay is a denial. It means His timing 
for our deliverance perfectly coincides with our change of 
character. 

That is, we will be ready for His blessings when our 
character can accommodate blessings without getting spiri-
tually sidetracked. (Every Man God’s Man, 44) 

There is no such thing as coincidence but only the 
providence of God.

By Melinda Kimsey

Jesus came to a town of 
Samaria called Sychar, near a 
plot of land that Jacob had giv-
en to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 
well was there. Jesus tired 
from his journey, sat down 
there at the well.  

A woman of Samaria 
came to draw water. Jesus said 
to her, “Give me a drink.” His 
disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food. The Samari-
tan woman said to Him, “How 
can you, as a Jew ask me, a Sa-
maritan woman, for a drink?” 
For Jews use nothing  in com-
mon with Samaritans, Jesus 
answered and said to her, “If 
you knew the gift of God and 
who is saying to you, ‘Give 
me a drink,’ you would have 
asked him and he would have 
given you living water.” The 
woman said to Him, “Sir, you 
do not even have a bucket and 
the cistern is deep; where then 
can you get this water?

Jesus said to her, “Every-

one who drinks this water will 
be thirsty again; but whoever 
drinks the water I shall give 
will never thirst; the water I 
shall give will become in him 
a spring of water welling up 
to eternal life.” Jesus said to 
her, “Believe me, woman, the 
hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusa-
lem. But the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when true 
worshipers will worship the 
Father in Spirit and truth; and 
indeed the Father seeks such 
people to worship Him. God is 
Spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in Spirit 
and truth.” The woman said to 
Him,” I know that the Messiah 
is coming, the one called the 
Christ; when He comes, He 
will tell us everything.” Jesus 
said to her, “I am He, the one 
who is speaking to you.” (John 
4:5-42)
Reflect on the Gospel

In the meeting between Je-
sus and the Samaritan woman, 

we have a story with many 
levels of meaning. One of 
those comes late in the story 
when this woman, who started 
out speaking sarcastically in 
response to Jesus, ends up be-
coming an evangelizer to oth-
ers. She leaves her water jar 
and the job she came to do and 
spreads the word about her 
conversation with Jesus. Her 
own conversion of heart and 
mind, like so many of us, fol-
lowed the path of indifference 
to interior belief. 

The key in the entire epi-
sode is the way that Jesus lis-
tened. He sat and patiently 
began a conversation with 
someone who disagreed with 
Him, gently listening and re-
sponding, even breaking a 
religious law by talking with 
her and drinking from her jar. 
He did not lose patience with 
her when she became sarcas-
tic and hostile. Jesus listened 
to her, talk with her in public, 
and offered her acceptance, 
compassion, and dignity. 

Acceptance, compassion, 
and dignity – these are what 
each person is looking for. Je-
sus shows us how we are to be-
have. He tells us to whom we 
should reach out and listen. 

He points out that in meet-
ing someone new, we can 
make a difference. He tells us 
to go out and share the Word 
with others and we will make 
a difference.  

The Providence of God

New Life Preschool 
began in 1982, and 
has grown to be 
one of the premier 
preschools in our 
area. We are proud 
to serve over 140 
students with an ex-
perienced staff com-
mitted to the highest 
standards of Christian education. We believe your 
child will be well-prepared for a lifetime of learning 
by the teaching, nurturing and socialization they re-
ceive at New Life Preschool!

Download the application form at www.nl-cc.org/#/
children-family/preschool. Call for more information 
or to schedule a tour 562.402.2577.

NEW LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH

PRESCHOOL
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SAVE THE DATE  
Community Family Guidance Center’s

24th Annual Golf Classic

For more information, contact Deidra McMorris 
at (562) 924-5526 or dmcmorris@cfgcenter.com

Campaign to Grow Strong Families 
and Prevent Child Abuse!

Monday, May 19
Rio Hondo Golf Club, Downey, CA

 

Safety Commission, the City 
Chief Engineer recommend-
ed a stop sign study on 228 
Street/ Woodson Avenue and 
at Belshire Avenue/Monica 
Avenue. A resident had com-
plained that traffic speeds were 
too fast within the vicinity of 
Hawaiian Elementary School, 
located at the terminus of Clar-
etta Avenue. 

The resident asked for 
Council’s consideration for in-
stalling a stop sign at the inter-
section of 226th Street/Wood-
son Avenue and at Belshire 
Avenue/Monica Avenue.

A request from the Com-
munity Development Depart-
ment approving $149,200 in 
Commercial Rehabilitation 
Assistance for the rehabilita-
tion of CCC Auto Electric lo-
cated at 12430 Carson Street 
was also approved by the 
council. 

The applicant, Miguel 
Bravo, is seeking financial as-

sistance to improve the build-
ing and the site, and to address 
Hawaiian Gardens Municipal 
Code violations, including 
property maintenance, dam-
aged business sign and storage 
of inoperable vehicles. The 
property is located at 12430 
Carson Street.

The council also approved 
a revised Community Parade 
Route for Artesia’s 50th birth-
day celebration on April 5. The 
new route will have the parade 
start at 215th Street adjacent 
to the Tri City Medical Cen-
ter and will then turn north on 
Elaine Avenue, East on 214th 
Street to Norwalk Boulevard, 
south on Norwalk Boulevard 
to Carson Street, west on Car-
son to Siene Street, and south 
on Siene to 222nd Street. 

The parade will end at 
Furgeson Elementary School, 
where a carnival will be held. 
It will feature live music, food, 
games and rides.

Hawaiian Gardens City Council
From Page 1

By Pat Law

The Soroptimist Club of 
Artesia-Cerritos recently par-
ticipated in the “One Warm 
Coat” project.  Club members, 
friends, families and residents 
in our community donated 
gently worn, clean coats and 
sweatshirts. A local elemen-
tary school even donated bags 
of unclaimed lost and found 
coats and sweatshirts.  

The club collected more 
than 500 coats, including 23 
bags of  children’s coats and 
sweatshirts, 6 bags of wom-
en’s coats and 5 bags of men’s 
coats. They have all been 
checked, sorted and bagged 
ready for delivery.

Soroptimists of Artesia-Cerritos 
Complete ‘One Warm Coat’ Project

The collection will be di-
vided between the Long Beach 
Missions’ Lydia House, a fa-
cility for abused women and 
their children.  The men’s coats 
will go to Samaritan House, a 
home for homeless men also at 
the Long Beach Mission.  

The majority of collected 
women’s coats will be donated 
to Naomi House, a home for 
homeless female U.S. veterans 
that is supported by the Los An-
geles V.A. Hospital in partner-
ship with the Salvation Army.

The Soroptimist Club 
thanks everyone who donated 
to this worthwhile project.  For 
more information on Soropti-
mist of Artesia-Cerritos and 
upcoming projects, contact Pat 

Soroptimist members Pat Law and Lou Kaku fold many coats that the club 
recently collected as part of the “One Warm Coat” project. 

By Larry Caballero

When long-time Cerritos 
resident Don Wilson migrated 
from Canada to the United 
States in 1968, he already 
knew he was a lucky man since 
he had a loving family, was in 
good health and had a job that 
could provide for a future wife 
and children.

It wouldn’t be long before 
a mutual friend introduced 
Don to Liz Groe, who would 
become the love of his life. 
They were married in 1971 in 
Las Vegas at the Little Chapel 
of the Flowers. 

It didn’t take long before 
they realized they had a lot in 
common, including the pas-
sion for taking a chance at the 
poker table at the Las Vegas 
Hilton, where they spent their 

Texas Hold’em Couple Say It 
Was Luck & Love At First Sight!

Don and Liz Wilson are happy to welcome you every Wednesday from 
4:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.at the Cerritos Senior Center to enjoy an evening of 
fun and camaraderie while playing Texas Hold’em Poker.

honeymoon.
Both Don and Liz remem-

ber playing penny ante poker 
at home with their families 
and learning other card games 
as well. Don also admits he 
may have learned how to drink  
when he would steal a glass 
of wine from her father’s shed 
when he wasn’t looking.

Once both were retired, 
they naturally joined the Cer-
ritos Senior Center to take ad-
vantage of all of the amenities 
offered there, including exer-
cise classes, financial planning 
workshops, and and – what, no 
poker? 

This would not do with 
Don so he asked the manage-
ment if he and his wife could 
start a Texas Hold’em class.  
They said yes, and the rest is 
history. Don supervises and 
Liz plays in a poker tourna-
ment every other month at the 

Senior Center on Wednesdays 
from 4 -6 p.m. 

The class has been going 
strong for the last 15 years, 
and Don is not ready to re-
tire and give it up.  “I like to 
see people enjoy themselves 
and forget their troubles for a 
while,” Don said. 

Cerritos residents Paul 
and Colleen DeBelling were 
among the players who partic-
ipated in the first tournament, 
and Colleen has continued at-
tending each week.  

“I remember walking into 
the Senior Center one day, and 
I saw a flyer at the front desk 
advertising the start of a Texas 
Hold’em class, so I went home 
and told my husband. After 
the first tournament, we were 
hooked!” said Colleen. 

She has yet to win her first 
tournament, but she has made 
it to the final table numerous 
times. “One of my goals is to 
finally win!”  

Beginners need not fret.  
Practice classes take place dur-
ing the alternating months when 
there is not a tournament.  

The top two tournament 
winners receive a gift, and 
whether they win or lose, 
all players have one goal in 
mind—to be sure that Liz 
doesn’t make it to the final 
table!

You’ll know you’ve made 
it to the right room for the first 
Wednesday night of a tourna-
ment at 4 p.m. if you hear Don 
shouting, “Players, shuffle up 
and deal!”

The City Wide Pride 
program recognizes Cerri-
tos residents who maintain 
their properties extremely 
well. There will be 70 
awards presented this year 
for superior maintenance, 
exceptional design or other 
characteristics that exem-
plify excellence in prop-
erty appearance. 

The Property Preserva-
tion Commission, respon-
sible for implementing the 
program, appreciates your 
help in finding these ex-
emplary properties in our 
community.

Please use the form 
online and submit your 
nominations via e-mail 
to the City's Community 
Safety Division by 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 1, 2014.

Residents of Cerri-
tos may also complete the 
form they recieved in “The 
Cerritos News.”

For more information, 
call (562) 916-1203.

By Larry Caballero

Cerritos Optimist Interna-
tional members Don Brown, 
Jack Evans, Kay Fujimura and 
Ray Lovell plan to welcome 
prospective Artesia Optimist 
members at weekly Wednes-
day meetings beginning at 
11:30 a.m. at local restaurants.  

If you are interested in at-
tending an exploratory Wed-
nesday meeting to learn more 
about what this service organi-
zation does for the local com-
munity, you should plan to vis-
it the Haveli Indian Cuisine, 
17221 Pioneer Boulevard, Ar-
tesia, CA. 90701.

Optimist International is 
the fourth largest civic ser-
vice organization in the United 
States and provides programs 
and opportunities for children 
to acquire new skills as they 
grow.

Optimist projects include: 
•  Working directly with local 
schools to enhance education

Cerritos Optimists Hope 
To Start New Club In Artesia

• Conducting substance abuse 
prevention programs 
•  Coaching youth sports 
teams
•  Tutoring and mentoring 
young people 
• Painting the homes of the 
elderly and needy 
• Providing food baskets to 
needy families
• Assisting disaster victims 
• Reading to children

Programs and guest speak-
ers offer members an opportu-
nity to learn more about and 
improve their communities. 

The program features the 
youth in the community, as in 
the Essay and Oratorical Con-
tests or in Youth Appreciation 
activities.

“Networking is also a part 
of each meeting,” said Evans, 
“and we also encourage our 
wives and children to get in-
volved as well.”

For more information, call 
Optimist member Don Brown 
at 562-533-3112.
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MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595


