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Cerritos Opens New Teen Studio
Working on a project for their MUN class at Cerritos High School, (l to r) Ashmit Gupta, Timothy 
Chae, Barnard Bagorio and Chris Joe enjoy working in the new Teen Studio at the Cerritos Library.

The Queen’s Choice Table Prize for most creative theme went 
to Margaret Caballero and company, who chose Depression era 
decorations and attire of the 1932 Presidential campaign. Four 
of the ladies represented Democrats and four were Republicans. 
Caballero’s sign that read, “We don’t like Eleanor either!”

Su Casa Plans 4th Annual Communi-Tea Fundraiser
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Dear Duchess...
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By Larry Caballero

Cerritos Mayor Bruce 
Barrows had nothing but 
praise recently for the Cer-
ritos Library Teen Stu-
dio at its official Dedi-
cation Ceremony and 
Open House at the Civ-
ic Center on Sept. 21. 

“Cerritos families 
highly value educa-
tion, and we have had 
a long tradition of pro-
viding the very best in 
library services to our 
residents, said Mayor 
Barrows. “The new 
Teen Studio is just an-
other example of this.”

Barrows told more 
than 200 guests that the 
Cerritos Library was named 
in 2004 as “America’s Best 
Library.” 

Now high school stu-
dents will have the opportu-
nity to have access to state-
of the-art technology and 
participate in activities that 
encourage their education-

al, creative and personal de-
velopment as they learn on 
iMacs, touch screens and 
wall-mounted displays.

One of the resources 
available to students is 
OPAC, or Online Public Ac-
cess Catalog, that acts as an 
enhanced search tool for dif-

ferent topics, authors 
or subjects.

“To our knowl-
edge, we’re the only 
library that has touch 
screen OPAC,” said 
Don Buckley, the 
city’s librarian.

The Teen Stu-
dio has 18 Apple     
iMacs with 27-inch 
screens, operating 
on OSX Mountain 
Lion and come with 
standard Apple pro-
grams. Two of the 

computers will include the 
full Adobe Creative Suite 6. 

By Larry Caballero 

Tea, tuxedos, tiaras, and pink ta-
blecloths! This is just a sample of what 
awaits those in  attendance, including 
Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia, at 
Su Casa’s Communi-Tea on Oct. 20 
from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. at the Centre at 
Sycamore located at 5000 Clark Ave. 
in Lakewood. 

All proceeds will benefit victims of 
domestic violence and their children re-
siding at Su Casa’s shelters. 

There are prizes for table decora-
tions in several categories and for the 
best outfit and hat. A crowd pleaser is 
the debonair male servers who don tux-
edos and treat guests like royalty! 

Guests can gather their friends and 
let their creativity flow as they choose 
a theme, dress up, and decorate a 
table. 

Table sponsors are $375 that 
includes eight tickets and Tea Sign 
Recognition at the event. 

Sponsorship levels include: 
High Tea - $5,000, Afternoon Tea - 
$2,500; Morning Tea - $1,000.  

Individual tickets are $45 
each or two for $80. Table prizes 
will be awarded for the Best Over-
all, Most Original, Crowd Pleaser, 
Most Elegant, Most Humorous, 
and Queen’s Choice. Prizes will 
also be selected for the Best Outfit 
and Best Hat.

Su Casa ~ Ending Domestic 
Violence has been serving the com-
munities of Southeast Los Angeles 
County for nearly 35 years out of a 
commitment that every person has 
the right to live in a violence-free 
....family and society. 

Su Casa Executive Director 
Vicki Doolittle said, “Our mis-
sion is to empower individuals and 
families to live free from domes-
tic abuse and to build partnerships 
with communities to end domestic 
violence.”
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Welcoming more than 200 guests to the Teen Studio’s 
Grand Opening on Sept. 21 were Councilmembers 
Joseph Cho, Carol Chen, Mark Pulido, George Ray 
and Mayor Bruce Barrows, who cut the ribbon.

Guardian

   Christina Kreachbaum
  Christina@sucasadv.org
         (562) 421-6537

Send donations to: 3840 Woodruff 
Avenue, Suite 203, Long Beach, CA.
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The City of Cerritos strongly disagrees 
with the findings of the Cerritos Redevel-
opment Agency Asset Transfer Review Re-
port issued by the State Controller’s Office 
and will be pursuing litigation to protect 
the community’s assets.

The report states that the Cerri-
tos Redevelopment Agency transferred 
$170,836,440 in assets to the City of Cer-
ritos which the City must return to the Suc-
cessor Agency of the Cerritos Redevelop-
ment Agency (Successor Agency). The 
report also indicates that the Successor 
Agency must dispose of the assets in accor-
dance with the requirements of California’s 
redevelopment dissolution law. 

Cerritos Mayor Bruce W. Barrows 
said: “The City paid the Redevelopment 
Agency consideration for the transfers, and 
the transfers were legal and permissible un-
der state law at the time they were made. 
The State Controller’s Office went beyond 
its authority to demand that the assets that 
were transferred for consideration be re-
turned to the Successor Agency for dispo-
sition. The state has arbitrarily decided the 
money doesn’t belong to the City and has 
rolled back years of redevelopment.”

The assets in dispute include the fol-
lowing properties: a freeway slope ease-
ment adjacent to the 91 Freeway, Reservoir 
Hill Park and water reservoir, the Cerritos 
Center for the Performing Arts, the former 
Mullikin medical building on 183rd Street, 
the former Regional Occupational Program 
building on Studebaker Road, an easement 
adjacent to B&B Stables, a parking lot on 
Gridley Road, the Liberty Park Community 
Center Annex, Fire Station #30 on Pioneer 
Boulevard and the C-5 water well.  

Cerritos Disputes State’s 
Redevelopment Agency 
Claim of $170.8 Million; 
Will Pursue Litigation

La Palma Fire 
Station 13 Holds 
Open House
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The food you love, the time you deserve

loeymm@aol.com

tastefullysimple.com/
web/lkimsey

Host a tasting party! 
It is as valuable as it is fun! 

i

Cerritos Optimists
Bringing out

Kids!the BEST in 
Our positive approach, our upbeat 
outlook, and our commitment to creating 
a more optimistic future for kids is what 
differentiates Optimist Clubs from any 
other volunteer opportunity.

TASTEFULLY 
S I M P L E

More than 
150 guests              
attend the Grand 
Opening and 
of Primerica 
in Artesia, in-
cluding (l to r) 
Owner Arthur 
Manzanilla, 
Artesia Mayor 
Pro-Tem Tony 
Lima, Owner 
Gigi Manzanilla 
and daughter, 
Mayor Sally 
Flowers, and 
Council mem-
bers Miguel 
Canales and 
Victor Manalo.

Primerica Opens Office In Artesia

By Larry Caballero

Four candidates in the 
race for ABC School Board – 
Olympia Chen, Lynda John-
son, Ethan Robinson and 
Soo Yoo – spoke elo-
quently at the Candidate 
Forum last Wednesday 
citing their vision and 
goals for ABC if they are 
elected. 

Key issues were: en-
couraging more parent  
involvement; nurturing 
partnerships with local 
businesses and service or-
ganizations; and preparing 
students for the new tech-
nology of the 21st Cen-
tury and the new global 
economy. 

Yoo and Robinson 
plan to seek out new part-
nerships, and Chen said 
she was proud of the programs 
that have already been formed, 
such as Career Day and Prin-
cipal for a Day.  “It’s all about 
collaboration,” Johnson said.

Candidates discussed im-
proving the cultural and racial 
divide on school campuses; 
addressing the threat of cam-
pus violence, intolerance and 
bullying; prioritizing the bud-
get and the implementing the 
Common Core State Standards 
that provide a consistent, clear 
understanding of what students 

Cerritos Chamber Hosts ABC Candidate Forum
are expected to learn.

One of the questions asked 
by the audience was the can-
didates’ position on term lim-
its. Incumbents Johnson and 

Chen are not supportive, and 
challengers Robinson and Yoo 
think term limits are good.

Another question pertained 
to the candidates’ views on home 
schooling. Yoo home schooled 
her children in the early years 
because she wanted to spend 
more quality time with them but 
agreed with the other candidates 
that ABC is a fine District.

Robinson felt interacting 
with other children is very im-
portant and could only happen 
at a public school setting. Chen 

said that public school is “the 
best equalizer” and that ABC 
offers a quality education that 
encourages the social devel-
opment of each child. Johnson 

agreed, and said that ul-
timately it’s the parents’ 
decision.

Yoo attended local 
schools and eventually 
started Gateway Acade-
my, an SAT prep school. 
Yoo is ready to “make the 
tough decisions to make 
the District better.”

Chen has been a 
Boardmember for the 
last 16 years and believes 
student achievement has 
improved considerably 
during that period. 

Johnson said she is a 
product of ABC, and her 
children also attended 
local schools. She was a 

three-term PTSA President and 
current ABC Boardmember. 
“I’m going to continue to work 
hard to increase funding, close 
the achievement gap and keep 
our schools competitive.” 

Robinson wants to give 
back to the District that has 
been so good to him and to his 
family, who have also attend-
ed local schools. Robinson 
graduated from UC Berkeley 
and received the Outstanding 
Community Service Award 
before entering law school.

ABC School Board candidates (l to r) Soo Yoo, 
Olympia Chen, Ethan Robinson and Lynda John-
son answered questions at the Cerritos Chamber 
of Commerce Candidate Forum on Oct. 9. 

The studio also provides a 
40-inch computer touch table 
and three 65-inch wall-mount-
ed displays which act as inter-
active whiteboards.

The City of Cerritos bud-
geted $290,141 for construction 
and $55,000 for equipment and 
technology, said Annie Hyl-
ton, city and theater marketing 
manager for Cerritos.

The Teen Studio is open to 
all students of the ABC Uni-
fied School District. 

The District serves Arte-
sia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gar-
dens, part of Lakewood, and 
small portions of Long Beach 
and Norwalk.

Open seven days a week, 
the library has developed pro-
grams to assist students with 
small-group writing workshops, 
financial literacy classes, col-
lege funding research presen-
tations and seminars for young 
entrepreneurs.

Cerritos High School se-
nior Alexa Flores, a volunteen 
at the Library who has clocked 
in more than 365 hours, said 
she believes the facility will 
appeal to teens, and she al-
ready plans to use the center’s 
computers and software for an 
upcoming group project for 
one of her classes.

Teen Studio, From Page 1

For membership information, 
please contact Jerry Bernstein 
at 562-650-0427.

  

11744 187th Street
Artesia, CA 90701

(562) 522-8776

www.gatewayguardian.com

The Gateway Guardian is pub-
lished bi-weekly. Contents of the 
newspaper may not be reproduced 
without the written permission of 
the Publisher.

Ad deadline is the Friday before 
publication date. Camera-ready copy 
is accepted or custom ads may be 
designed by the staff. 

ASHOKATHE GREAT

 

D   Great Indian Cuisine   D
D   Great Service   D

D   Great Atmosphere   D

THE BEST LUNCH BUFFET IN TOWN!
18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701 562-809-4229

Artesia residents can 
count on Primerica to provide 
professional service when 
purchasing insurance. 

The new office is located 
at 17510 Pioneer Blvd in Ar-
tesia or call (562) 467-8024 
anytime to talk to one of their 

friendly professionals. 
Primerica services Arte-

sia and the entire Los Ange-
les County region. 

The Primerica staff fo-
cuses on ways to help fami-
lies become financially inde-
pendent.
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COMMUNITYcalendar

ARTESIA - Spooktacular Halloween Event
Thursday, Oct. 31  5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Artesia Park  - 18750 Clarkdale Ave.
 

CERRITOS - Halloween Festival
Thursday, Oct. 31  5 - 10 p.m.
Regional Park - 19800 Bloomfield Ave.

 

HAWAIIAN GARDENS - Halloween Program
Thursday, Oct. 31  5 - 9 p.m.
C. Robert Lee Activity Center Tennis Courts
21815 Pioneer Blvd.

HALLOWEEN 
HAPPENINGS

The Spooktacular Halloween Event has activities for 
all ages. Children 12 and under can participate in the 
Trunk or Treat program and try their hand at the carnival 
games to win Halloween goodies. Youth and Adults can 
participate in the annual costume contests and ghoulish 
limbo games. The Artesia/Cerritos Lions Club will pro-
vide free hotdogs while supplies last. Interested in par-
ticipating in the Trunk or Treat program? Participants are 
requested to supply their own candy, come to the park 
with a decorated car and pass out candy. Call (562) 407-
1723 for more details and to register.

FOOD & RIDES: A variety of food booths will be selling 
items for a nominal fee. Individual tickets for rides will be 
$1 each; rides require 2 tickets or purchase an all-night 
wristband for $5. 

HAPPY HAUNT FUN ZONE: Bring children ages 5 years 
and under to the Cerritos Regional Park Gymnasium for a 
safe night of Halloween fun. Games, crafts and entertain-
ment will be provided free-of-charge for your preschooler. 

HAUNTED HOUSE: From 6 to 10 p.m. enjoy the thrills 
and chills of this spooky attraction. Children under age 
8 will not be admitted unless accompanied by an adult. 
Cost is $2 (2 tickets) per person. Wristbands cannot be 
used for admission to the Haunted House. GAME 

BOOTHS:  Bring a trick or treat bag to collect candy and 
prizes after playing the carnival games. All games can be 
played free-of-charge. 

FAMILY FUN & COSTUME PARADE STAGES: Families 
are invited to participate in group costume parades and 
challenges on the Family Fun stage. Be sure to visit the 
fortune teller booth! Children 6 to 11 can show off their 
costumes on the Costume Parade stage. All stage activi-

Enjoy a variety of Games, Face Painting, Balloon Artist, 
Caricatures and more. The Costume Contest will look for 
the Scariest, Funniest and Most Original outfits. 
Pumpkin Patch Photos will be taken for $3 each.
For more information call (562) 420-2641 X229.

LA PALMA - Halloween Carnival
Thursday, Oct. 31  6 - 8:30 p.m.
Central Park
7821 Walker Street

Our yearly spooktacular event features a fabulous COS-
TUME CONTEST for ghouls and boys with special prizes 
in each age division! This year’s Halloween spookfest will 
feature CARNIVAL GAMES, a “GOBLIN GULCH” for chil-
dren under the age of 5, and a haunted area.

Community groups, organizations and individuals are in-
vited to operate a carnival booth as a community service 
project.  Your help is greatly appreciated! For more infor-
mation, please call the La Palma Recreation and Com-
munity Services Department at (714) 690-3350.

The state has also demanded 
a cash payment in the amount 
of $21,282,887. This amount 
consists of interest and princi-
pal payments that were made 
by the Cerritos Redevelop-
ment Agency to the City dat-
ing back to January 2011, 
prior to the dissolution of re-
development. Mayor Barrows 
said: “The state was not sup-
posed to claw back these funds 
because the payments made to 
the City were consistent with 
an interest and principal pay-
ment schedule that had been in 
place for more than 30 years.”

Mayor Barrows said, “The 
City of Cerritos was developed 
in accordance with the law 
which has been in place since 
the 1950s. The state decided to 
eliminate redevelopment agen-
cies, creating a catastrophe for 
cities throughout California. 
The 400 cities that had rede-
velopment agencies are now 
facing significant financial 
challenges. The elimination 
of redevelopment destroyed 
a highly effective tool that 
stimulated economic develop-
ment and job creation and also 
caused the loss of funding to 

build affordable housing.”
Redevelopment funds made 

possible the construction of the 
City of Cerritos’ affordable se-
nior housing projects – Emerald 
Villas, Pioneer Villas, Vintage 
Cerritos and Fountain Walk – 
which provide 389 units of low 
and moderate housing. Before 
the dissolution of redevelop-
ment, the City had planned to 
build the affordable housing de-
velopment Cuesta Villas, a $46 
million construction project that 
would have generated hundreds 
of local jobs. 

As of September 19, 2013 
there were 153 lawsuits pend-
ing against the State of Califor-
nia’s dissolution of redevelop-
ment. The City of Cerritos is 
currently involved in three of 
the cases and plans to file a le-
gal challenge to the state’s lat-
est demand for the transfer of 
assets.

The City of Cerritos is a 
no-low property tax city and 
receives only 7 percent of the 
potential property tax revenue 
a city would typically receive. 
Other cities receive a much 
higher allocation of property 
tax of 22 percent or more. 

About 30 cities which never 
levied a property tax before 
Proposition 13 are called no-
property-tax cities and approx-
imately 60 cities which levied 
only low property tax rates are 
known as low-property-tax cit-
ies. There are a total of 482 in-
corporated cities in California.

Mayor Barrows said: “To 
create sources of revenue to 
fund critical city services, re-
development was essential for 
the development of the Cerri-
tos Towne Center, Los Cerritos 
Center, Cerritos Auto Square 
and Cerritos Industrial Park. 
The financial success of these 
projects has benefited the entire 
southeast Los Angeles County 
region as there are thousands 
of people employed in the 
businesses located in these de-
velopments. These employees 
spend their salaries in cities 
throughout the region, making 
a significant contribution to lo-
cal economies. The City will 
continue to do everything pos-
sible to protect the local com-
munity’s assets and provide the 
outstanding quality of munici-
pal services that Cerritos resi-
dents expect and deserve.”

Redevelopment Agency, From Page 1

Parents and ABC School Board members listen as Dr. Mary Sieu explains   
the new Common Core Standards and their impact on students. 

ABC District Holds Community Forum 
on New Common Core Standards

By Jerry Bernstein

Change in classroom in-
struction is coming to ABC and 
throughout California. Speak-
ing to District parents at a pub-
lic meeting held Oct. 3 at Ross 
Middle School, ABC Superin-
tendent Dr. Mary Sieu  said the 
new Common Core Standards 
were adopted by the state in 
August 2010. 

The standards are designed 
to ensure that all students in 
the United States receive a 
world-class education.

“The Standards are de-
signed to prepare students for 
college and career readiness,” 
Dr, Sieu said. Beginning this 
school year, grades K-12 will 
receive standards-based in-
struction in the English lan-
guage and the arts. Grades 
7-12 will receive emphasis in 
math practice standards, as 
well  as literacy standards for 
history and science.

In 2014-15, emphasis in 
K-12 classes will be placed on 
math practice and math con-
tent standards. Grades 7-12 
will also be introduced to liter-

acy standards and will be able 
to take elective subjects. 

Dr. Sieu said the Common 
Core Standards was not a fed-
eral mandated program, but a 
California initiative that was 
approved by the state legisla-
ture and signed into law by the 
governor. 

The Common Core bench-
mark standards are internation-
al, and ABC and the state want 
to make sure our students will 
be competitive in the world. 

They are designed to pre-
pare students for college and a 
future career. She said ABC has 
been working on the Common 
Core Standards since 2010. 
“This school year we expect to 
have all our teachers and prin-
cipals trained in the program.”

The National Association 
of Governors approved this 
new approach in education 
because many of the country’s 
students upon reaching college 
have to take remedial classes 
because they cannot read col-
lege textbooks. 

She also said that this will 
change the type of tests our stu-
dents take.

Assistant Superintendent 
Valencia Mayfield said teachers 
this year will focus on English 
Language Arts. This will include 
focusing on building knowledge 
through content-rich non-fiction 
by preparing the students to bal-
ance their literature and non-  
fiction reading. 

She said at home most 
students read non-fiction. She 
said college preparation re-
quires a shift in what students 
read, from exclusively reading 
literature to include a balance 
with non-fiction, information-
al text. “At home parents can 
give them a non-fiction book 
to read when they have fin-
ished their fiction.”

Both teachers and parents 
should encourage their chil-
dren (students) to learn about 
the world through reading. 
Mayfield also urged parents to 
have their children utilized the 
Artesia and Cerritos libraries.

Under the Core Standards 
student writing standards require 
students to write for a variety of 
purposes and to use technology 
to publish their writing. 

Students are expected to 
master three writing types: 
opinion/argument, informative, 
explanatory, and narrative. In 
the classroom, teachers will re-
quire students to support their 
answers with evidence from 
their reading material. 

Teachers will provide stu-
dents opportunities to practice 
technology skills in testing en-
vironment and when teaching 
technology-related standards.
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By Larry Caballero

The Los Angeles County 
Economic Development Cor-
poration (LAEDC), whose 
mission is to “attract, retain 
and grow businesses and jobs 
for the regions of Los Ange-
les County” holds an annual 
awards ceremony recognizing 
some of the best places to do 
business.

 This year it thinks Artesia 
is one of the best in Los Angeles 
County when it comes to being 
“business friendly.”

Artesia is one of five city 
finalists in the running for the 
top honor in the small city cat-
egory.  The other finalists are: 
Bell Gardens, El Segundo, La 
Mirada and San Gabriel.

As for the large city com-
petition, Glendora, Lancaster, 
Paramount, Pico Rivera and 
Santa Monica are in the run-
ning.

Artesia does not charge 
impact fees for development 
of properties as many cities 
do.  Fees can be as high as 2 
percent in some areas.

“I believe this recognition 
is a tribute to our community,” 

Artesia Being Considered 
for ‘Most Business 
Friendly’ in L.A. County

said Artesia City Manager Bill 
Rawlings.  

“We are showing the busi-
ness community we care, as 
we begin to bring out new 
projects next year,” he said.

Mayor Pro-Tem Tony 
Lima said, “I am very happy 
that our city is being consid-
ered for this honor.  We are be-
ginning to make considerable 
improvements that are starting 
to make a difference.”

The Eddy Awards, now in 
their 18th year, are held to rec-
ognize leadership in the busi-
ness and government sectors 
that help foster economic de-
velopment. 

At the November awards 
ceremony at the Beverly Hil-
ton, International Ballroom, 
one large city with a popula-
tion over 50,000 and one small 
city with a population less than 
50,000 will be crowned the 
“Most Business Friendly.”

The Eddy Awards is one 
of the most prestigious awards 
programs to recognize lead-
ership in economic develop-
ment in business and govern-
ment throughout Los Angeles 
County. 

Community activist Me-
lissa Ramoso, who is a can-
didate for Artesia City Coun-
cil, held a campaign rally at 
Artesia Park on Sept. 7.

“As many of you know, I 
have taken a leap of faith for 
the community of Artesia and 
am running for City Council 
this Nov. 5,” said Ramoso.

“I’m excited about the 
potential, possibilities and 
promise of Artesia. As we 
emerge from this Great Re-
cession, our diverse commu-
nity needs new energy, ideas 
and vigor. That’s why I’m 
running for City Council.” 

“With my passion for 
public service and serving 
my own community through-
out the years, I intend to 
work towards protecting and 
improving the unique quality 
of life in Artesia, strengthen-
ing our local economy, and 

Ramoso Launches Campaign For Artesia City Council

Public officials and supporters 
of Artesia City Council Candidate 
Melissa Ramoso (front center) 
who recently celebrated her 
kick-off at Artesia Park included 
California State Controller John 
Chiang, ABC School Boardmem-
ber Armin Reyes, Artesia City 
Councilmembers Miguel Canales 
and Tony Lima, Norwalk City 
Councilmember Marcel Rodarte, 
ABC School Boardmember Lynda 
Johnson and Cerritos Mayor Pro-
Tem Mark Pulido. 

making City Hall more re-
sponsive to the people.”

Ramoso says that her City 
Council agenda combines pol-
icy experience and new ideas 
to bring Artesia forward. 

“Ours is truly a majestic 
city poised for its brightest 
days ahead,” Ramoso said.

The candidate said she 
has fond memories of Arte-
sia as a child where she of-
ten recollects the times when 
culturally diverse businesses 
flourished on Pioneer Blvd.

Born in Downey, Ra-
moso is a product of the ABC 
Unified School District as a 
Gahr High School graduate 
and Distinguished Gladiator 
Award recipient. She received 
her B.A. in Political Science at 
UC Irvine. 

Over the past decade, she 
served and advised federal 
and state legislators. Cur-

Working with a Financial Professional 
Proper long-term 
financial planning 
requires time, 
skill, discipline, 
and confidence -- 
a combination that 
many individuals 
may lack. It's 
understandable 
that so many 
individuals are 
reluctant to take 
on the 

responsibility of researching and 
implementing their own investment 
programs. If you find yourself in this 
situation, it may make sense to consider 
working with a financial professional. 

A qualified financial professional is trained 
to estimate your financial needs, minimize 
the impact of taxes, and pursue portfolio 
diversification. Moreover, a good financial 
professional can help reduce the 
emotions involved in decision making and 
keep your long-term strategy on track. 
 
Whether you are an experienced investor 
or just starting out, a financial professional 
can help support your financial goals and 
bring clarity to issues you may not have 
thought about, such as: 

 Income and savings -- This may 
be a particularly important topic if 
you anticipate changing jobs, 

starting a business, or staying 
home to care for children. 

 Retirement -- An investment 
professional can help you calculate 
your goals and evaluate your 
investment risk tolerance. 

 College -- An investment 
professional can help you take 
advantage of the often-complex 
governing educational funding and 
financial aid. 

 Estate planning -- Having a tax-
efficient plan for the distribution of 
assets to your heirs may allow 
them to keep more of the money 
you accumulated during your 
lifetime. 

 Contingency fund -- Thinking 
about the possibility of a job loss or 
illness is not pleasant; however, an 
investment professional can help 
you work toward building a surplus 
for unexpected events. 

Preparing for Your First Meeting 

To help you create a formal financial plan, 
your financial professional will need to 
assess your personal situation, including 
your tolerance for risk, current portfolio 
allocation, and time horizon, among other 
matters. 
 
At your first meeting, you may want to 
bring important documents such as wills, 
insurance policies, and savings and 
investment account statements. The more 

information you can provide, the easier it 
will be for your advisor to get a clear 
understanding of your situation and goals. 
Some investment professionals use a 
series of work-sheets to identify a client's 
current financial circumstance and to 
design a personal plan of action. 
 
Because a financial plan is a long-term, 
working document, it makes sense to 
meet with your professional at least once 
a year to make adjustments for any 
changes in lifestyle and market 
conditions. 

Building a relationship of trust takes time. 
The sooner you contact a financial 
professional, the sooner you will be able 
to take charge of your finances, simplify 
your financial life, and devote your energy 
to other important matters. 

Melanie is with Broad Wealth 
Management and she may be reached at 
(949) 502-8989 or (714) 336-4798. 
 
Melanie Broad is a Registered 
Representative with and securities and 
financial planning are offered through LPL 
Financial, a registered investment advisor, 
member FINRA/SIPC.  

© 2012 S&P Capital IQ Financial 
Communications. All rights reserved. 

rently, she is Deputy Dis-
trict Director to Senator Ted 
Lieu, advising on healthcare, 
military, education and older 
adult issues. 

She is Vice President of 
the Friends of Artesia Foun-
dation that brought back the 
Fourth of July Fireworks 
Show this year.  She is also 
the youngest Filipino Ameri-
can to run for elected office 
in California. 

Local officials, includ-
ing ABC Unified School 
Boardmember Lynda John-
son, Artesia Councilmem-
bers Miguel Canales and 
Tony Lima, Artesia Plan-
ning Commissioner Larry 
Natividad, Artesia Parks and 
Recreation Commissioner 
Lee  Natividad and Cerritos 
Council members Mark Pu-
lido and Joseph Cho have 
endorsed her. 

Advertisement Supplement
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The last time I saw my 
friend from Fruitcake, Florida 
was at the Garlic Festival in 
Gilroy. We didn’t have much 
time to visit, but he did com-
ment that in Fruitcake the town 
holds an Orange Festival. “It’s 
not as big as this one,” he ex-
plained, “but it’s nice.”

 So I was not surprised 
when he walked into our of-
fice. “I see you’re working for 
a new newspaper in town,” he 
said.

“Yep,” I replied. “A group 
of us decided the community 
could use another newspaper.”

“Well, that’s good,” he said. 
“Fruitcake has two newspapers 
too. “ He paused a moment. I 
knew he had something else 
on his mind. “I noticed at the 
Sept. 26 Cerritos City Council 
meeting a gentleman spoke up 
and said he and others in the 
community were distressed 
over the fact the Cerritos Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts has 
been losing money since its 
inception and they were col-
lecting signatures on a petition 
seeking a complete rundown 

on how much the theater has 
lost since it opened.”

“That’s correct,” I replied. 
“I believe he said he had 34 
signatures to date.”

My friend didn’t respond 
for a moment. “You know,” he 
said, “Fruitcake is a small town. 
Several years ago the town 
fathers decided we needed a 
Community Theater where our 
Little Theater thespians could 
put on live productions. All we 
had at the time was a movie 
theater.” Before I could make 
a comment he continued. “The 
town fathers agreed and Fruit-
cake built the theater

We have musicals, plays, 
standup comics and shows pro-
duced and acted by our high 
school students. Twice a year 
we get a Broadway personal-
ity to perform and if we’re 
fortunate enough, a traveling 
show.”

“That’s nice,” I said.
“Well,” he continued, 

“Every so often some of our 
citizens complain about the 
fact the theater hasn’t shown a 
profit since it opened.”

“Sounds familiar,” I said.

“We have to remind them 
the theater was built to pro-
vide live entertainment to the 
community and bring visitors 
into the community. Its audi-
ence consists of Fruitcake and 
residents from  neighboring 
towns. The latter who not only 
attend the performances at the 
theater but often eat dinner in 
our restaurants and shop in our 
stores. Some even spend the 
night. Do you know what that 
means? “ he asked. Before I 
could reply he answered his 
own question. “It means ad-
ditional money to Fruitcake’s 
economy.”

“Is that so,” I answered.
“Yep, that’s so,” he re-

plied. Changing the subject he 
asked, “Has VAL LYNDER, 
DEFENDER OF ALL THAT 
IS TRUE seen your new of-
fice?”

“Can’t say she has,” I an-
swered, “but I suspect she’ll 
show up eventually.”

“Well, if you see her, tell 
her I said hello.” With that he 
got up to leave. “Nice office 
you have here,” he commented 
as he walked out the door. 
 

Be careful and mindful, but do 
        not be narrow-minded

By Jerry Bernstein

Letters
TO

THE Editor

Great news for great 
neighbors! That is the mes-
sage of the Gateway Guard-
ian. Whenever we talk with 
our readers, we love to bring 
their ideas into the Gateway. 

Along with local news and 
events, we will feature: guest 
writers, something called the 
“mystery spot,” and our pet 
column called “Doggie Days” 
or “Dazed Doggies,” I am not 
sure which is more suitable.  

I am planning on pulling 
some interesting facts on hot 
topics with everything from 
food to pets. I hope you will 
find these articles informative 
and interesting, too. 

Also, in upcoming issues 
we are planning to add some 
helpful tips on health topics, 
tax issues, food fantasy or is 
that football fantasy, whatev-
er, as well as tips for our four-
legged friends. 

Sometime in the future we 
are hoping to add a restaurant 
page. Of course, that message 
will be to eat until you pass out!

I would like to thank our 
advertisers for their financial 
support and their commitment 
to Gateway! Also, a BIG thank 

Greetings   

Congratulations To
 

On Your First Issue!
Board of Directors

President   Elizabeth Makabali
Vice President     Don Brown

Secretary         Larry Caballero
Treasurer        Lou Trerotola

Board Members

Scott Coward      Dinesh Gandhi      
Parvez Howlader      James Kang      

Bill Lee       Felix Lopez
Lori McMann      Manu Patel 

Lee Pfeffer
Parimal Shah      Bhakta Thapa

Executive Director
Sug Kitahara

Gateway 
GUARDIAN

Cerritos Mayor 
BRUCE BARROWS 

FROM THE 
MAYOR’S OFFICE

City of Cerritos

Dear Jerry and Melinda,

On behalf of the City of Cerritos, I would 
like to congratulate you on the launch of 
the Gateway Guardian newspaper. The 
Gateway Guardian will provide a valu-
able service to Cerritos and neighboring 
communities as a source of local news and 
information. I wish you great success with 
your new venture.

  
Message 
 
Melinda:

A

you to our guest writers for 
sharing their time and talents. 

I would be quite remiss in 
not thanking and acknowledg-
ing the staff members at Gate-
way. They are a very talented 
group of people. They each 
have outstanding abilities, 
which are noted and appreci-
ated. I find all of  them a plea-
sure to work with. 

Lastly, please feel free to 
stop by the office. We are usu-
ally open, we love snacks and 
would welcome the opportu-
nity to share your tasty gifts!

The Gateway Guardian 
encourages submission 
of Letters to the Editor. 

•  Letters must be no more than 
200 words, typed and double 
spaced or sent electronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by the 
author and must include the au-
thor’s address and phone number.
•  Opinions expressed in letters do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of the Gateway Guardian staff.
•  The editors reserve the right 
to refuse or edit editorialcontent, 
without notice, for length, gram-
mar, clarity or libelous statements. 

friends and neighbors…

from
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BACANA GRILL
BRAZILIAN BBQ

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
Featuring An Assortment 

Of Freshly Carved, Roasted Meats 
With An Unlimited Salad Bar!

RAIZ BRAZIL

DANCE CO

11700 South St. #105, Artesia, CA  90701
Artesia City Plaza

1 Block West of Pioneer

(562) 809-4500
wwwbacanagrill.com

OPEN 7 Days - Lunch 11:30-3:00  •   Dinner 5:00-10:00Friday Nights
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mayor ribbon cutting ceremony:

october 24th, 2013
5:00 PM ribbon cutting
mini car show/food/music!
7:00 PM noble one raffle

grand opening party:
october 26th, 2013
food/music/car show
raffles/secret prizes
3:00 PM orion v3 raffle
5:00 PM laker ticket raffle
7:00 PM juggernaut raffle no
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“Olympia Chen deserves 
another four years on the 
school board since she has 
done such a great job so far,” 
said Former Cerritos Mayor 
Laura Lee, who recently host-
ed her kick-off celebration.

Artesia Mayor Pro-Tem 
Tony Lima said, “I support 
Olympia because she has been 
a valuable asset to my City, and 
I wish her the best of luck.”

Cerritos Mayor Pro-Tem 
Mark Pulido also supports 
Chen. “I am pleased and hon-
ored to include Olympia as 
part of the ABC family. 

ABC Board President 
Celia Spitzer said that Chen 
works well with others and 
meets a high ethical standard 

We take inspiration from 
the precision cutting 
works of the Vidal 
Sassoon creative team 
and other artists. 

We believe proper color 
selection and placement 
are key in designing an 
ideal style canvas for the 
individual. 

We specialize and are 
a certified Yuko Hair 
Straightening Salon 
(also known as Japanese 
Hair Straightening) and 
feature Anti-Frizz by                 
Yuko - ”Yuko Express”.

!

11688 South Street, Suite 204
Artesia, CA 90701
(562) 860-2030
Email: Info@bastiansalon.com 
Web:  BastianSalon.com

We take great pride in creating             
the look that is right for you.

By William Lee & Karen Lee Mah

“Bacana” means cool and 
interesting and Bacana Grill in 
Artesia delivers. 

We started noticing Bra-
zilian barbeques sprouting up 
around town and have been 
curious about the large pieces 
of meat shaved off of a giant 
metal skewer. 

Well, let us tell you, it is 
pretty tasty! Owner Paul Yu 
from Sao Paulo adds a Korean 
touch to the Picanha (top sir-
loin) while he marinates his 
chicken with onion, garlic, bell 
peppers, lime and Budweiser. 

For a wine drinker, who 

Bacana Grill, Artesia - A “Cool” Place 
knew beer could taste so good 
adding to the flavor and moist-
ness of the chicken? 

Bacana Grill’s menu is all-
you-can-eat (or by-the-pound 
at lunch). If you have never 
tried a Brazilian BBQ, it’s all 
about the interaction. 

You get up and enjoy a 
buffet or salad bar (which ac-
tually offers full entrees such 
as white fish and chicken stro-
ganoff). Our favorite? Fried 
banana – a perfectly ripe ba-
nana wrapped in a sweet cin-
namon crust. 

For the “meat” part – a 
waiter will serve you their juicy 
South American rotisseries at 

your table. They even have a 
“stop sign” indicator for your 
server. Green is bring more 
meat, red is pause (you are di-
gesting), yellow you are done.   

One aspect that surprised 
us about this “churrascaria” 
(loosely - Portuguese for a res-
taurant serving such cuisine) 
was their desserts. We loved 
their Mousse de Maracuja (pas-
sion fruit mousse) and choco 
flan – both reasonably priced. 

This restaurant was de-
signed by Paul’s wife Jane (a 
designer). She chose warm, 
colorful murals that give the 
restaurant an eclectic feel – 
tropical and inviting. Staff 
members Marcelo and chef 
Laerte are welcoming; having 
shared with us their Brazilian 
cuisine and way of dining. Ba-
cana Grill is the perfect place 
to try something new. 

It is interactive, and offers 
variety and value. You don’t 
have to be a meat lover (veg-
etarians dine there too!).  With 
large tables, it is also an ideal 
venue for parties. On Fridays 
there is Brazilian dancing. 

All-you-can-eat lunch is 
$14.95/person, dinner $19.95/
person (Mon-Thurs), $24.95/
person (Fri-Sun). Wine list 
available.  A true find. Bacana 
Grill, Brazilian BBQ, 11700 
South Street #105, Artesia, CA 
90701,  562-809-4500.

Restaurant Review Local Leaders Praise Olympia Chen; 
Support Her For ABC School Board

Showing their support for Olympia Chen for the ABC School Board 
are (l to r) Cerritos Mayor Pro Tem Mark Pulido, ABC President Celia 
Spitzer, ABC Boardmember Maynard Law, Candidate Olympia Chen, 
Cerritos Councilmember George Ray, Cerritos College Boardmember 
Dr. Shin Liu, Artesia Mayor Pro-Tem Tony Lima, and former Cerritos 
Mayors Laura Lee and Jim Edwards.

in the decisions she makes.
Former ABC Superin-

tendent Gary Smuts said the 
voters should support her be-
cause “she is not only compas-
sionate to the needs of others 
in the District, but she has a 
backbone to make decisions 
when she has to. She is smart, 
focused, experienced and a 
good leader who brings people 
together and generates trust.”

Chen is proud that Arte-
sia High in Lakewood was 
recently recognized as a Dis-
tinguished School. While on 
the Board, she has helped to 
improve test scores in ALL 
schools, and the current Dis-
trict Academic Performance 
Index (API) is 851.

Hawaiian Gardens Mayor Victor Farfan presents a certificate of 
recognition to honoree, Stephany Ruiz, who was selected as the city’s 
Youth Activities League (YAL) representative for Sheriff Leroy D. 
Baca’s Sheriff’s Youth Foundation 28th Annual Salute to Youth Gala 
Event. Looking on are members of the City Council.

Stephany Ruiz Honored as YAL Representative



          Page 8                                  October 17, 2013    LOCAL NEWS

By Larry Caballero

Olympia Chen was the 
guest speaker at a recent 
Rotary Club of Cerritos and 
Artesia meeting where she said 
that she has loved her 16 years 
on the ABC School Board and 
would love the opportunity to 
serve another term. “I have 
always been a cheerleader 
for the District,” said Chen, 
“and I have always supported 
ABC during four different 
superintendents.”

Sieu introduced Chen 
to the Club and called her 
“a true community leader 
and the quintessential Board 
member.  She is a gem to have 
on the Board.” Sieu said that 
if she were to nominate Chen 
for something, “it would 

ABC Boardmember Olympia Chen (left) finishes her speech at a recent Rotary 
Club of Cerritos and Artesia meeting.  Thanking her were (l to r) Artesia Mayor 
Pro-Tem Tony Lima, Rotary President Maha Rayan and ABC Superintendent 
and Rotary member, Mary Sieu.

ABC Boardmember Chen  Proud 
To Be District Cheerleader

be the most outstanding 
Boardmember of the year for 
her passion for our students.”

Chen said she was happy 
to share with Rotary members 
the results of the most recent 
API Report, (Academic 
Performance Index), that 
shows the ABC School 
District is at 852 while the 
state target was 800. “Students 
are progressing, and we are 
closing the achievement gap,” 
Chen said.

As the economy is 
improving and with the influx 
of Proposition 30 funds used 
for local control decisions, 
“we won’t need to make any 
more cuts, and there will be 
no more furlough days for our 
employees starting in our new 
school year.” 

New La Palma Kiwanis Club President, John Thei-
len, remembers when he joined the school Key Club in 
1959 and how proud he felt wearing the club pin for per-
forming community service. His father and brother have 
also been members of local Kiwanis chapters, and 

Theilen said he has always been pleased about be-
ing a part of such a great organization. “It’s a group that 
really cares about our community, and it’s a lot of fun at 
the same time.”

Kiwanis Club of Greater Anaheim Lt. Governor Di-
vision 30 Frank Barry installed the new officers as more 
than 50 guests and Kiwanis members applauded. Barry 
also congratulated the retired Board officers and called 
them the “super heroes of service.”

La Palma Kiwanis Club               
Installs New Officers      

Thanking everyone for attending the Kiwanis Club of La Palma 
Installation of Officers 2013-2014 were (l  to r) Members Mi-
chele Steggell and Ulla Herman, Former Mayor Larry Herman, 
Sandra Theilen and Incoming President John Theilen.

By Jerry Bernstein

“Cerritos Celebrates the 
Arts” during the month of   Oc-
tober with many art-themed 
activities offered by the city. 
Cerritos Recreation Services 
Division is also sponsoring art-
themed children’s activities.

In addition to a variety 
of art classes, activities such 
as “Friday Night Kids - Ab-
stract Artists” and “Half Pint’s 
Night - Adorable Artists” and 
afternoon programs will have 
themes focusing on the visual 
and performing arts.

A children’s poster con-
test with a theme of “Together 
Through Art” will also take 

Cerritos Celebrates the Arts
place. An excursion to the Los 
Angeles County Museum of 
Art will be held on Oct. 26. 
For more information, call the 
City’s Recreation Services Di-
vision at (562) 916-1254.

Senior Center
The Cerritos Senior Center 

at Pat Nixon Park will feature 
art and dance classes in Octo-
ber. In addition, arts and crafts 
from Senior Center classes 
will be on display in the World 
Hall area. 

Maquettes of many of the 
city’s public art pieces will also 
be on display. For more infor-
mation call the Cerritos Senior 
Center at (562) 916-8550.

Cerritos Library
The Cerritos Library has 

incorporated numerous art-
themed events into its October 
schedule, including a presen-
tation of Shakespeare’s “Julius 
Caesar;” a puppet show, arts 
and crafts for kids; origami for 
kids, the Young Rembrandts 
class; and a cartoon drawing 
class. 

Artwork by local students 
will be displayed near the 
Craftsman Area and paintings 
by James Kim will be exhib-
ited in the lobby. 

For more information 
about the Cerritos Library’s 
programs, please call (562) 
916-1350.

Paintings and sculptures created by local high school students are now on 
display at the Cerritos Library during the month of October in celebration of 
“Cerritos Celebrates the Arts.”

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE PHOTO 

CONTEST WINNERS

Celeste Huang 
         1st Place

Kaitlyn Gee
2nd Place

Albert Chon 
3rd Place

Cerritos Must Pay $20 Million to State 
For Dissolved Redevelopment Agency
By Jerry Bernstein

As a result of a ruling by 
the California Supreme Court  
upholding the Legislature’s 
passage of a bill urged by the 
Governor dissolving all Cali-
fornia Redevelopment Agencies 
(RDA) effective Feb. 1, 2012,  
the Successor Agency to the 
Cerritos Redevelopment Agen-
cy is required to make payments 
and perform other obligations of 
the former RDA. 

The Successor Agency is re-
quired to prepare a Recognized 
Obligation Payment Schedule 
(ROPS) for each six month pe-
riod of each fiscal year.

The agency’s  proposed 
ROP payments  beginning Jan. 1, 
2014. is $10,371,620.  followed 
by a similar payment in June 20. 
for a total of $20,742,240.

The Successor Agency  
must  also project the amounts 

of scheduled payments for each 
Enforcement Obligation for the 
remainder of the time period the 
RDA would have been autho-
rized to receive tax increment.

In other business, the 
council approved the city’s 
housing element for 2013-21 
as required by state law. The 
updated document is similar to 
the 2008-13 Housing Element 
in that it provides proposed 
housing site concessions the 
city had to make in response 
to the dissolution of the city’s 
RDA, which limited the ability 
of the city to fund a number of 
programs within the Housing 
Element.

In his report to the Council 
Advanced Planning Economic 
Development Manager Ryan 
Carey noted that in the past the 
city’s RDA had utilized rev-
enue derived from tax incre-
ment generated by RDA. State 

law required that all redevel-
opment agenciies set aside at 
least 20 per cent of their tax 
increment proceeds for afford-
able housing and housing pro-
grams. 

This ended when the Gov-
ernor and state legislature dis-
solved the RDA’s in an effort 
to address the state’s roughly 
$26 million deficit by utilizing 
the former tax increment rev-
enue and proceeds. More than 
400 Redevelopment Agencies 
were dissolved.

Cary said the loss of tax 
increment revenue and the 
associated 20 percent hous-
ing set aside funds makes the 
provisions of affordable hous-
ing and programs exceedingly 
difficult.  

He said Cerritos will con-
tinue to its best efforts to address 
housinhg needs despite the loss 
of redevelopment funds.

H O C U S  P O C U S
Halloween Dinner Dance     $18 per person
          Friday, Oct. 25        6 to 9p.m.

SENIORS! ! !

Guests must be 50 years or older. Register now at the 
Cerritos Senior Center, 12340 South Street, Cerritos
       (562) 916-8550      Registration# 199665Come in Costume!
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By Larry Caballero

More than 150 guests at-
tended the kick-off celebration 
for ABC School Board Candi-
date Soo Yoo at Liberty Park 
where local officials and com-
munity leaders agreed that she 
is needed on the ABC School 
Board. 

In the last election two 
years ago, she narrowly lost 
by only 24 votes.

“I want to thank everyone 
who came out today in such 
hot weather to support me, 
and I can guarantee that I plan 
to run hard until the very last 

Local elected officials who came to show their support for Soo Yoo’s 
candidacy for ABC School Board included (l to r) Cerritos Councilmembers 
Joseph Cho, Carol Chen and George Ray, Candidate Soo Yoo, Cerritos 
Mayor Bruce Barrows, La Palma Mayor Steve Hwangbo, Lakewood 
Councilmember Jeff Wood and four-time Cerritos Mayor Paul Bowlen.

Local Officials Endorse Soo Yoo 
In ABC School Board Election

minute,” said Yoo.  
“We already have a good 

District, but I want to work to 
make it and our community even 
better. Our youth need more car-
ing adults, and they need to have 
more dreams.  I want the oppor-
tunity to make a difference and 
inspire our young people to be 
the very best in whatever they 
choose to do.” 

Cerritos Mayor Bruce 
Barrows said, “I am pleased 
to be here to endorse Soo Yoo 
who is extremely qualified, 
well educated, with so many 
strengths, and who will bring 
to the table a business point of 

view. It’s the quality of educa-
tion that our children receive 
that draws people to live in our 
community, so it will be a plea-
sure to work with Soo.” 

Cerritos Councilwoman 
Carol Chen agreed.  “I am so 
enthused that Soo has decided 
to run again for School Board.  
Last time it was a last minute 
decision, but this time she will 
win since she is a wonderful 
candidate and the right choice 
for our District.”

Cerritos Councilmem-
ber Joseph Cho said, “I like a 
winner! Yet she cannot win by 
herself. She needs lots of vol-
unteers and support, and we all 
have to work together to make 
it happen. She’s not over the 
finish line yet!”

Cerritos Councilmember 
George Ray also reminded sup-
porters that “she came so close 
last time, and education draws 
people to our city, and we need 
someone like Soo Yoo, who 
will help our young people to 
compete in the future on the 
world stage.”

Lakewood City Council-
man Jeff Wood energized the 
crowd when he said, “We need 
to roll up our sleeves, put our 
walking shoes on and work 
hard to get out the vote on elec-
tion day!”

By Larry Caballero

The Friends of Arts Edu-
cation (FAE) at the Cerritos 
Center for the Performing 
Arts is planning its Third An-
nual Texas Hold‘em Poker & 
Blackjack Tournaments on 
Nov. 3 from 1 – 5 p.m. at the 
Cerritos Senior Center.

Experienced and begin-
ning players are welcome, 
and on-site instruction will be 
available for beginners. The 
cost is $100 per person, and 
food and drinks are included.  
Spectators are welcome to at-
tend for a donation of $10 per 
person.

The final nine players for 
Texas Hold’em and final two 
Blackjack players will receive 
gifts in lieu of cash.

Friends of Arts Education 
Hosts 3rd Annual Texas Hold’em 
& Blackjack Tournaments

Each player will receive 
$3,000 in chips, and  may pur-
chase an additional $2,000 in 
chips for $20 during the first 
hour and a half only. 

All proceeds will go to 
FAE arts education programs 
for K-12 students of all socio-
economic backgrounds.

The Friends of Arts Educa-
tion at the Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts is a non-
profit organization dedicated to 
enhancing education through 
high quality arts experiences.

Cerritos Senior Center is 
located at 12340 South Street 
Cerritos, CA 90703.

If interested in supporting 
the FAE by participating in the 
Tournaments, call 562-916-
1293 or email dvanderroest @
cerritos.us. 

Artesia Mayor Sally Flow-
ers made it clear at her Garden 
Party’s “A Cultural Taste of 
Artesia” campaign event at 
Andy’s Gardens Sept. 27 that 
“I want to stay and continue 
to serve my community. I still 
have a lot of energy left.” 

During the State of the 
City Address in April, Flowers 
had called her term the “Year 
of Partnerships.” 

She quoted from an an-
cient Chinese philosopher, “If 
you do not seek partnership 
and assistance, you will be iso-
lated and weak.”

As Flowers introduced 
several local dignitaries, she 
said, “We’ve also gone a long 
way in promoting a partnership 
with the City of Cerritos.” 

“Fireworks will again en-
tertain thousands of people 
through our partnership with 
Friends of Artesia Foundation, 
who helped raise funds with its 
Cupid’s Ball last February.

Mayor Flowers Hosts Garden Party

Wishing Artesia 
Mayor Sally Flowers 
(center) much 
success in her re- 
election campaign 
were (l-r) Former 
Artesia Mayors Isidro 
Meneses and John 
Lyon, Cerritos Mayor 
Bruce Barrows and 
Councilmember 
Carol Chen.  

Consolidated Disposal  
came up with a $6,000 dona-
tion for this year’s fireworks 
and another $5,000 for next 
year.” 

County Supervisor Don 
Knabe also had donated $1,000 
for the 4th of July fireworks.

“Through a partnership 
with LA Conservation Corps, 
there is now funding to im-
prove play areas and walking 
trails at AJ Padelford Park and 
Baber Park, and with support 
from the business community 
in downtown Artesia, Phase 
III of the Pioneer Boulevard 
Improvement Project is going 
on.” 

She also mentioned a 
partnership with 58th District     
State Assemblywoman Cris-
tina Garcia.

Flowers said that the City 
of Artesia is “healthy but not 
wealthy. We have reversed the 
City work furlough and lifted 
the State of Emergency.” 

By Larry Caballero

Hawaiian Gardens candidates,  Adrian Ave-
lar and Valerie Mason, hosted a neighborhood 
coffee for residents to drop by, ask questions 
and share concerns about what needs to be done 
to make Hawaiian Gardens a better place to live 
for everyone.

Both candidates said they love living in 
Hawaiian Gardens. “I grew up in this city, and 
after I graduated from college, I came back to 
live here and do what I can to make it better,” 
said Avelar. 

“We need a change,” said Mason. “When I 
am elected to City Council, I will listen to what 
everyone has to say. I will do my research before 
I make any decisions that impact our city.”

Mayor Pro-Tem Mike Gomez said he sup-
ports both candidates because he can tell that 
they care about the city. “We need candidates 
like them if we are to bring more progress to 
Hawaiian Gardens.”

Gomez is impressed with Avelar, who is a 
product of Hawaiian Gardens, for his sincerity 
and passion for wanting to make a difference in 
his community.

Mason, an apartment manager for the Ha-
waiian Gardens Apartments, thinks public safety 
needs to be the number one priority, and Gomez 
agreed. “That is why I appointed her to the Pub-
lic Safety Commission. Valerie has changed the 
environment in her apartment complex, and the 
crime rate has dropped significantly.”

Avelar earned a BA in political science 
from UC Santa Barbara, was a para-educator 
for the ABC Unified School District, and cur-
rently works in human resources for Los Ange-
les County.

“I am committed to preserving important 

Hawaiian Gardens Candidates Discuss Issues

Hawaiian Gardens candidates Adrian Avelar and Val-
erie Mason (center) stand in solidarity with (l-r) Mayor 
Pro-Tem Mike Gomez and Mayor Victor Farfan in ask-
ing voters to support candidates who want to bring a 
change to politics as usual.

services that our residents depend on, and find-
ing ways to serve our community,” said Avelar.

Mason has been on the Site Councils for 
Aloha Elementary, Fedde Middle School and 
Gahr High School in addition to the ABC Par-
ent Leadership Committee. 

She is currently President of Hands Across 
Hawaiian Gardens, a non-profit organization 
that assists underprivileged children financially 
and academically, and a member of Neighbor-
hood Watch.

She is also an ambassador for Susan G. Ko-
rman for the Cure, the largest nationally recog-
nized breast cancer organization in the nation.  
Mason’s motto is “Valerie Mason—A Big Heart 
for This Little City.”

Both candidates are running on a platform 
that includes supporting law enforcement, im-
proving educational opportunities for youth 
and finding new and effective ways to deliver 
city services to residents.
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By Larry Caballero

“Activate Hawaiian Gar-
dens” (AHG), a groundbreak-
ing program designed to ef-
fectively address the issues of 
childhood obesity in the com-
munity, is working according 
to Tri City Regional Medical 
Center Wellness Coordinator 
Alexander Khananashvili. 

He recently announced his 
findings to ABC Superinten-
dent Mary Sieu, school princi-
pals and guests at their recent 
Southeast Regional Commu-
nity Collaborative meeting.

This year Hawaiian Gar-
dens has expanded exercise 
programs, improved on-site 
diet choices and encouraged 
more activity among children 
and youth, while working 
closely with ABC’s partner-
ship with many national and 
local programs to address chil-
dren obesity. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Mike 
Gomez reported that even First 
Lady Michelle Obama was 
aware of the program’s success 
and invited him to attend a health 
forum at the White House.

Child obesity is now con-
sidered a nationwide problem, 
and the City’s children were 
not immune. Both ABC Uni-
fied and Tri City realized that 

Hawaiian Gardens Children                            
Are Now Getting Healthier

something had to be done to 
address this problem. 

Special pilot programs 
were started for pre-school and 
kindergarten students at Alo-
ha, Hawaiian, Melbourne and 
Furgeson Elementary Schools.
    One-third of all U.S. adults 
and 17 percent of children are 
obese. In Hawaiian Gardens, 
the child obesity rate was 
32.9 percent and climbing. 

AHG engaged local school-age 
children, parents, caregivers, 
teachers, physicians and other 
community stakeholders.
    Local businesses, including 
Subway, McDonalds, El Pesca-
dor Restaurant and  Wal-Mart 
Grocers, have expressed an in-
terest in supporting the program 
with healthier food choices.
    Khananashvili reported that 
parents are coming on board to 
support AHG, and test results 
prove that it is working. Chil-
dren who participated in the 

program showed measurable 
reductions in BMI (Body Mass 
Index).

When parents participated 
in the program and encouraged 
their families to eat better, 60.5 
percent of children showed a 
BMI reduction, while children 
of parents who did not partici-
pate experienced a 54 percent 
BMI increase.
    Participating parents were 
asked a series of questions that 
included, “Do you serve sodas 
to your children?” They over-
whelmingly answered no. 
   They also provided more 
fruits and vegetables, and wa-
ter, and began to read ingredi-
ent statements on new prod-
ucts.
    “Unfortunately, too many of 
us still eat terrible stuff!” said 
Khananashvili.

AHG taught elementary 
school children songs to encour-
age them to eat healthier foods. 
Lyrics included: “There’s a lot 
of people worried, especially our 
moms and dads, about the food 
we’ve been eating – some of it 
real bad!”

Another song went like this: 
“Chips, dips and refried beans, 
clog our bodies and our minds. 
We’re turning to fruits and veg-
gies, that will help shrink our 
tummies and behinds!”

Artesia Historical Society 
Hosts Popular Casino Trip

Attending their Casino Trip Fundraiser to the San Manuel Indian Bingo 
and Casino on Sep. 19 were Artesia Historical Society’s officers and 
members (l to r) Betty Lou Ormonde, President Barbara Applebury, 
Troy Rubinski, Ed Bloomfield, Vice-President Delores Eveland, Ron 
Eveland, Lorna Tellinghuisen, Gordon Tellinghuisen, Bettye Padelford, 
Secretary Maria Dantema, and former Artesia Mayor Isidro Meneses.

Funds raised from the event will be used to support bus trips for local 
public school students to visit the historic Artesia house museum and 
Fire Station No. 30. More than 1,200 3rd grade students visited the 
sites in 2012.

The City of La Palma re-
cently produced its 2013 Water 
Quality Report, a comprehen-
sive drinking water resource 
document that is delivered to 
all City of La Palma water cus-
tomers each year. 

Based on the results shown 
in the report, La Palma’s water 
meets or exceeds all estab-
lished water quality standards.

The report provides valu-
able water quality informa-
tion, and is a requirement of 
the California Department of 
Public Health. 

La Palma Water Clean To Drink
The Drinking Water Qual-

ity Report provides informa-
tion on regulated and unregu-
lated contaminants, and each 
potential contaminant is com-
pared with Federal standards. 

“I am so proud that the 
City of La Palma is named 
one of America’s best places 
to live by MONEY magazine 
for 2013, but residents can be 
assured that our drinking wa-
ter is safe to drink according 
to the 2013 Water Quality Re-
port,” said  La Palma Mayor 
Steve Hwangbo. 

Celia Day
Independent Beauty Consultant

redmax2610@yahoo.com

714-612-6644

Enriching Women’s Lives ™

Paint Stores Group Tyson Farris
Store Manager

The Sherwin Williams Company
11405 Artesia Blvd., Artesia, CA 90701

sw8510@sherwin.com   www.sherwin-williams.com
Ph: (562) 924-4268     Fax: (562) 924-4537     

, LLC
WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

scott@angelesinstitute.edu     www.angelesinstitute.edu

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Lic. #0578496

Steve Vicencia, CPCU
President

20  Centerpointe Dr.  #100
La Palma, CA  90623-1078
P.O. Box 4919
Cerritos, CA  90703-4919

(714) 739-3177  
FAX (714) 739-3188
Email:  sfvicencia@vicencia.com

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com  • 562.493.6653

Consumer Banking
11900 South St.
Cerritos, CA 90703

Telephone:  562-865-1839
Facsimile:   562-865-3569
ServiceLine:  800-935-9935

Donald D. Kent
Relationship Banker
Vice President
NMLS ID: 671237

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD 

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

13357 South Street
Cerritos, CA  90703
562-860-7005

info@grandstandgrill.com
       www.grandstandgrill.com
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Voters in the Nov. 6, 2012, 
election approved Cerritos 
College’s $350 million Gen-
eral Obligation Bond Measure 
G, providing funding for the 
continuing renovation of the 
nearly 60-year-old campus.

The Bond Construction 
Outreach Program was devel-
oped to promote minority and 
local business participation in 
bond construction projects.

Online resources will an-
nounce upcoming construction 
outreach events, bidding oppor-
tunities, and access to prequali-
fication and bid documents.

Cerritos College has be-
gun the 2014 prequalification 
process for contractors, and 
trades must be prequalified to 
be eligible to bid on projects 
having a value of $175,000 or 
greater.

Cerritos College, with the 
assistance of its program man-
ager, Tilden-Coil Construc-
tion, Inc., will be hosting three 
contractor outreach seminars 
in 2013.  The outreach semi-
nars will be held at Cerritos 
College in the Teleconfer-
ence Center (LC155), and are 
scheduled for Oct. 25, Oct. 31 
and Nov. 15. All three events 
are from 10 - 11:30 a.m.

Orange County Fire 
Authority (OCFA) held an 
Open House Oct. 5 at sev-
eral fire stations, includ-
ing OCFA Station 13 in La 
Palma, where residents had 
the opportunity to meet their 
local firefighters, see their 
equipment, and learn more 
about fire safety. 

Protection and emergen-
cy medical services for the 
City of La Palma are pro-
vided by OCFA and funded 
by a dedicated share of local 

Dear Duchess,                           
As you know, my Halloween 
party is fast approaching 
and I don’t have a thing to 
wear! Last year I went as 
Wonder Woman, but I am 
out of ideas for this year! 
WHAT SHOULD I DO?              
Costume Dilemma

Dear Di,                          
Girlfriend, can 
we talk! I went 
shopping with 
my human just 
the other day and 
we found so many 
fabulous Halloween outfits 
at PET SMART!  They were 
so stunning and so many to 
choose from!  I had such a 
hard time deciding which one 
to buy!!! My human let me 
try on a few designer outfits 

that really looked amazing 
on me! Finally, I narrowed it 
down to a darling Ladybug 
or a breathtaking Princess. It 
was a really hard decision, 
but I finally decided on the 
Princess. What an awesome 
selection of accessories! I 
went with the pink dress, a 

pink purse for my trick 
or treat candy, and a 
sequin princess crown. 
I look so royal!  Can’t 
wait to see my friends 
in their Halloween 

costumes. We are all so 
like on fire! I’m looking 

forward to your party!!                             
Duchess

Are you having problems 
with your human? Please 
email me at GatewayGuard-
ian@verizon.net. Don’t 
forget to send along a photo.

Duchess is a gorgeous, 
5-year-old English bulldog 
who loves her mistress and 
cookies. She is in the process 
of writing her autobiography.

Excited from touring the La Palma Fire Station and receiving their own 
firefighter helmets from OCFA Administrative Captain Willie Mattern were 
(l to r) Olivia Kim, 3; Haley Koo, 7; Hailey Kim,6; and Hannah Koo, 5.

Firefighters Host Open House
property taxes (Structural 
Fire Fund).

About 80 percent of 
calls are for aid assistance, 
10 percent are service calls 
and 10 percent or less are 
for fires. For the period of 
Sept. 16 – 22, 18 incidents 
were reported that included 
14 emergency rescue calls, 
two service calls and two 
false calls. 

“Our department has 
become an all-risk depart-
ment,” said Mattern.
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MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595

www.michaelsfieldslaw.com/
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Los Angeles County Supervi-
sor Don Knabe presents Manu 
Patel with a Proclamation for 
serving as Artesia Chamber 
of Commerce President.

Honoring Manu for his service to the Ar-
tesia Chamber of Commerce are Artesia 
Mayor Pro-Tem Tony Lima, ABC Adult 
School Principal Pao Ling Gao and former 
Artesia Councilmember Michele Diaz. 

I am ready to serve you!

My Priorities are:

   3  Public Safety
   3  Education
   3  Infrastructure

             Manu Patel 
Is Your Best Choice

For Artesia City Council!

Vote Nov. 5
O O O O O 

Experienced and Proven 
Leadership 
A solid  track  record 

for Student Achievement.
ABC School District has an Academic 

Performance Index of 852 in 2013. 
130-point gain since 2002!

Re-Elect 
Olympia Chen 
To The ABC School Board

   

  Make a change!
            You have a choice!
                           

      
      
      Elect

                        Phil An
                                       

Hawaiian Gardens 
City Council

Safer streets! A stronger community!
Together we can make Hawaiian 

Gardens an even better place to live
and raise our children!

# 12 On Your Ballot!  Vote Nov.  5 
 


