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Hu, Yokoyama Win Cerritos 
City Council Election

Grace Hu    3,376
Sally M. Havice      652
Bruce W. Barrows   2,200
Frank Aurelio Yokoyama  3,069
Chuong Vo    3,034
Ashish Kumar Verma         386
Anantha Ramachandran  1,435

Senator Tony Mendoza 
Honors Life of Paul Lee

        See Central Basin Page 11

Official 
Total Returns    

Senator Tony Mendoza 
(D-Artesia) recently hosted a 
commemoration for Hun Joon 
“Paul” Lee. Paul Lee was the 
inspiration for the Paul Lee 
School Bus Safety Law, which 
requires safety measures for 
all school buses in the state of 
California.

Senator Mendoza met with 
Paul’s family and presented 

them with a framed copy of the 
Law. The family and the Sena-
tor spoke on several issues and 
shared memories of Paul.

“The Lee family has 
shown enormous strength and 
courage through this process,” 
Senator Mendoza said. “My 
thoughts are with you every 
day and you have my profound 
condolences.”

Cerritos residents 
elected former council-
woman Grace Hu and real 
estate broker Frank Aure-
lio Yokoyama to the City 
Council on April 11. 

Hu was the top vote-
getter with 3,376 followed 

by Yokoyama with 3,069 
votes.

Seven candidates ran for 
two open council seats. Po-
lice detective and Planning 
Commissioner Chuong Vo, 
came in third place, just 35 
votes behind Yokoyama.

By Mike Sprague, 
Whittier Daily News

A member of local water 
district has sued a Cerritos-
based newspaper for libel over 
an article it published in June 
2016 that accused her and a 
Montebello councilwoman 
of attempting to extort cam-
paign contributions from a 
housing developer.

Leticia Vasquez, a di-
rector on the Central Basin 
Municipal Water District, 
is seeking an unspecified 
amount of money from 
Hews Media Group, which 
publishes the Los Cerritos 
Community News. 

She denied extorting 
campaign contributions, add-
ing that the story was “fabri-
cated” and part of a pattern of 
harassment that has been go-
ing on since she was elected in 
2012.

“I am outraged that Hews 
newspapers would just make 
up a story,” she said, add-
ing that she did meet with the 
housing developer – Cook Hill 
– but only because she was 

Central Basin Director Sues  
Hews Media Group for Libel

interested in an element of a 
project that involved recycled 
water.

Cook Hill had wanted to 
purchase recycled water for a 
1,200-unit housing project in 
the Montebello hills. The re-
cycled project has since been 

put on hold because there is a 
new company involved, said 
Priscilla Segura, Central Basin 
spokeswoman.

Engelwood, Colorado-
based Sentinel Peak Resources 
in October 2016 purchased the 
oil field property and housing 
project for $742 million.
NO RETRACTION GIVEN

Montebello Councilwom-
an Vanessa Delgado also asked 

the publication for a retraction 
in the June report, but said Bri-
an Hews, the writer and pub-
lisher of the newspaper that 
printed the story, refused.

In a Friday telephone in-
terview, Hews said the story 
is true.

“I have two sourc-
es,” said Hews, who 
didn’t name them. 
“They’re very reliable. 
They’re very high up 
in Central Basin.”

The newspaper 
claims circulation of 
86,000, and serves the 
areas of Artesia, Bell-
flower, Cerritos and 
other cities.

According to affi-
davits filed as part of the law-
suit, the story was denied by 
two-then Cook Hill officials, 
Delgado and two Central Ba-
sin officials.

Delgado said Friday that 
she set up a meeting with 
Norm Witt, senior vice presi-
dent for Cook Hill, and Byron 
de Arakal, then a Cook Hill 

Vanessa Delgado             Leticia Vasquez
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By Jason Watanabe, CHS Faculty MUN Advisor

The Cerritos High School Model United Nations 
program attended the National High School Model 
United Nations Conference in New York City from 
March 15-18. The students participated in a simulation 
along with approximately 5,000 students from more 
than 150 schools from more than 20 countries in one of 
the two sessions held during the week. 

With a delegation of 39 students, the juniors were 
awarded with the Award of Excellence in Debate and 
the Award of Excellence in Research and Prepara-
tion, one of the only schools in both sessions to receive 
awards in both categories. The students began prepara-
tion in November and collected more than 8,000 articles 
and prepared a 600-page position paper to demonstrate 
their preparedness for the conference. 

In preparation for the conference, each student was 
assigned two different topics, which included Small 
Arms & Light Weapons, the Global Impacts of Crop 
Toxicity, the Role of Women in Industrial Workplaces 
and a range of other topics impacting the international 
community. 

The students discussed these topics from the posi-

    See Cerritos HS MUN Page 2
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Dedicated to providing a local 
community newspaper that serves 
the needs of the community and 
promotes goodwill throughout the 
Gateway region. 

Our mission is to celebrate 
diversity, encourage critical think-
ing, and promote success among 
merchants, residents and local 
governments. 

This mission will be accom-
plished through the partnership 
of neighborhoods, businesses and 
professional organizations that are 
dedicated to integrity.
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The Gateway Guardian is 
published bi-weekly. Contents 
of the newspaper may not be 
reproduced without the written 
permission from the Publisher. 
All submissions for publica-
tion become the property of the 
Gateway Guardian and will not 
be returned. The paper does not 
guarantee submissions will be 
published. All submissions are 
subject to editing to conform to 
space limitations.

The Gateway Guardian is grate-
ful for the following guest writers 
who have submitted articles and 
have contributed to the sucess of 
the newspaper: Edna Ethington, 
Richard Guiss, Dr. Bob Hughlett, 
Selene Lee, Councilman Tony 
Lima, Dan Nino and Ernie Nishi.

Ad deadline is the Friday before 
publication date. Camera-ready 
copy is accepted or custom ads 
may be designed by the staff.

  Newspaper, Inc.
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MAJOR DROP SITES:  Pick up your copy of the paper at one 
of the following locations. 

ABC School District Office
ABC Adult School
Artesia City Hall & Library
Cerritos Chamber Office
Cerritos City Hall & Library
Cerritos Liberty Park

Cerritos Park East/Swim Center
Cerritos Senior Center
Hawaiian Gardens City Hall
Hawaiian Gardens Library
Off Street Cafe
Prescott Hardware

Declared a legally adjudi-
cated newspaper of general 
circulation on June 7, 2016, 
in the County of Los Angeles 
by Court Case BS-159353

SCHOOL NEWS

And many more!

Next School 
Board Meeting:

  May 2
7 p.m.

District Office 
16700 Norwalk Blvd., Cerritos, CA 90703

The musical revue “It 
Ain’t Nothin’ But The Blues” 
tells the history and evolu-
tion of the Blues music, how 
it began from African beats 
and rhythms and what is now 
known as “traditionals.” 

Without the blues, there 
would be no modern country 
and western, rhythm & blues, 
rock and roll, hip hop or rap. 
The musical features some of 
the most famous and celebrat-
ed songs in the history of the 
blues movement.
SHOWTIMES: 
Friday, April 28, at 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 29, at 8 p.m.
Thursday, May 4, at 8 p.m.
Friday, May 5, at 8 p.m.

The Cerritos City Council recently recognized ABC Unified School Dis-
trict Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu for being named California State Su-
perintendent of the year for 2017 by the Association of California School 
Administrators. The group also selected her as the Region 14 Superin-
tendent of the Year. Region 14 consists of 22 school districts and the Los 
Angeles County Office of Education. The award recognizes outstanding 
performance and achievement by individual administrators who demon-
strate exceptional leadership; a commitment to quality education, student 
achievement and professional growth; and a creative and innovative knack 
for tackling issues facing public education.

The Cerritos City Council 
recently honored Haskell Mid-
dle School, Carmenita Middle 
School and Tetzlaff Middle 
School for being designated 
Schools to Watch – Taking Cen-
ter Stage model middle schools. 

Haskell Middle School 
was one of 11 newly designat-
ed schools to watch. Carmeni-
ta Middle School and Tetzlaff 
Middle School were re-desig-
nated with the title.

Sponsored by the Califor-
nia League of Middle Schools 

Cerritos Community Col-
lege District’s Board of Trust-
ees announced recently that it 
will accept letters of interest 
with statements of qualifica-
tions for appointment to fill      
a board vacancy created by  
the resignation of board mem-
ber John Paul Drayer as of 
April 11.

Drayer’s term ends in No-
vember 2018. Those interested 
in an appointment to the va-
cant trustee position for the re-
mainder of Drayer’s term may 
submit a letter of interest with 
statement of qualifications di-
rectly to Dr. Jose Fierro, presi-
dent/superintendent, Cerritos 
Community College District, 
11110 Alondra Boulevard, 
Norwalk, California 90650-
6298 no later than 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 18. 

While not required, candi-
dates may also submit a letter 
of recommendation as a part 
of their application package.

Letters of interest will be 
reviewed for the following 
characteristics: commitment 

‘It Ain’t Nothin’ But The BLUES’ 
Coming To Cerritos College 

Saturday, May 6, at 8 p.m.
Sunday, May 7, at 2 p.m.

The musical will be per-
formed at the Burnight Center 
Theatre at Cerritos College, 
11110 Alondra Blvd., Nor-
walk, CA 90650.
COST:
Pre-sale: $18 general
$15 senior (60+) (w/id)
$14 child (5-12) 
At Door: $20 general
$18 senior (60+) (w/id)
$15 child (5-12)
*no children under 5 permitted.

Tickets may be purchased 
online (credit card only) at 
www.cerritos.edu/theatre or in 
the box office one hour prior to 
each performance.

 

Cerritos College Board 
to Make Appointment 

to enhancement and further 
development of Cerritos Col-
lege; familiarity with commu-
nity; familiarity with college; 
commitment to higher edu-
cation; enhancement of cur-
rent board’s skills base; and 
added value that the candidate 
brings.

On Tuesday, May 30, the 
College will notify candidates 
of open interviews.  Open inter-
views will be held at its Board 
of Trustees regular meeting on 
Wednesday, June 7 at 7 p.m.

Interested applicants must 
reside in the Cerritos Commu-
nity College Trustee Area 3, 
which includes portions of the 
cities of Bellflower, Cerritos, 
Downey, and South Gate. Visit 
Trustee Area 3 Map for details.

For questions or for 
more information regarding 
the vacant board seat, please 
contact the Cerritos College 
President’s Office by phone 
at (562) 860-2451 extension 
2204. Visit www.cerritos.edu/
boardvacancy for more infor-
mation.

Cerritos City Council Recognizes 
ABC Superintendent Dr. Sieu

ABC Schools Recognized 
as Schools to Watch

Accepting the proclamations from the Cerritos City Council were ABC 
Unified School District Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, Haskell Middle 
School principal Camille Lewis, Carmenita Middle School principal Rob-
ert Castillo and Tetzlaff Middle School principal Kester Song. 

and the California Department 
of Education in partnership 
with the California Middle 
Grades Alliance, the Schools 
to Watch program celebrates 
high-performing model schools 
that demonstrate academic ex-
cellence, responsiveness to the 
needs of adolescents and social 
equity. 

Schools must undergo an 
extensive application process. 
To retain their designation, 
schools must be re-evaluated 
every three years. 

tion of Japan, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, vigor-
ously researching the policies 
of these nations to best repre-
sent them. The delegation rep-
resenting Japan also was able 
to visit the Permanent Mission 
of Japan to the United Nations 
in order to ask questions to one 
of the representatives of the 
country.

Due to their success at 
the conference, the students 
attended the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors 

Meeting on April 18 and were 
recognized with a scroll from 
Supervisor Janice Hanh of the 
4th District. Each of the stu-
dents received a certificate for 
his or her excellent work. 

After remarks from Janice 
Hahn, the co-advisor of MUN, 
Jason Watanabe, addressed the 
meeting, before deferring to 
Neyda Sandoval, a member of 
the team who will hold the po-
sition of Secretary-General for 
the program, the highest stu-
dent position in the program.

Janice Hahn Recognizes 
Cerritos HS MUN From Page 1  
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ARTESIA:                                          
Keep Artesia Beautiful Cleanup & Earth Day Expo 
Saturday, April 29  •  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.    Artesia Park 
Volunteers meet at 8:30 a.m. to be assigned to clean       
up locations.

National Day of Prayer 
Thursday, May 4 •  New Life Community Church 
Reception at 10:30, National Day of Prayer Observance 
at 11 a.m., and buffet brunch (RSVP required) at noon. 
 
Mariachi Festival 
Saturday, May 6  •  2 - 11 p.m.  Pioneer Blvd. between 
183rd and 188th Streets 
Mariachi Bands competing for “Best of Show.”  
Bands will include youth, teen, and adult musicians.  
The Festival will also include food, crafts, games,  
rides, a beer garden and vendor booths.

CERRITOS
Friends of the Library Book Sale 
Saturday, April 29  •  9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Sunday, April 30  •  1:30 - 3 p.m. 
Library Skyline Room

Family Fun Day & Aquatics Safety Expo 
Saturday, May 20  •  1 - 4 p.m. 
Cerritos Olympic Swim and Fitness Center 
 
HAWAIIAN GARDENS
Parent-Child Workshops 
Fridays, April 27 & May 5   •  11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.   
Hawaiian Gardens Library 
Sign up at Customer Service Desk

Family Owned 
Since 1958

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  
Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  
Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  
Water Piping  •  Disposals 
Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 
Water Softeners 

11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com

 

Sergeant Stephanie Mandujano with the Cerritos Sheriff Station was 
awarded a Certificate of Recognition by the Cerritos Optimist Club at its 
April 13 Respect For Law breakfast meeting. Making the presentation was 
Optimist member Jack Reidy. Looking on are Lt. Edward Wells and Capt. 
Joseph Nuñez of with the Cerritos Sheriff Station.

Cerritos Optimist Club Honors 
Sheriff Deputy Manujano

Artesia City Council Urges Formation of 
Downtown Business Improvement District
By Jerry Bernstein

Amid complaints from 
merchants in Artesia’s Down-
town Area that recent con-
struction on Pioneer Boule-
vard has hurt their businesses, 
the city council at its April 
10 meeting approved changes 
and improvements subject to 
the formation of a Business 
Improvement District (BID).

In a report to the council, 
Management Analyst Ernesto 
Sanchez said subject to the 
BID formation, proposed im-
provements include new sig-
nage in the future median site 
displaying a list of businesses 
adjacent to the median un-
til construction is completed 
and creation and installation 
of large signage that displays 
plans and visuals for the up-
coming Pioneer Promenade.

Improving downtown free 

parking and other offsite free 
parking, and traffic flow are 
also included in the plan.

In other business, the 
council approved a contract 
in the amount of $83,700 with 
South Coast Painting, Inc. to 
paint and install lighting on 
the Artesia’s Water Tower. 

Located on Seine Road, 
the tower was originally ac-
quired by the city to be used 
as a point of historical interest 
and to provide a special iden-
tity to the community. 

In a report to the council, 
Administrative Manager Me-
lissa Burke said the paint on 
the water tower is visibly in 
disrepair from the ground, She 
said staff has hired two differ-
ent engineering consultants to 
review the structural integrity 
of the tower.

Artesia Director of Pub-
lic Works Richard Burkhardt  

said an inspection by Harper 
and Associates  was compre-
hensive and accurate. He said 
the engineer had climbed the 
tower to conduct a full inspec-
tion and determined tower 
was structural safe but in need 
of some repairs and does not 
need to be removed.

In other business, the 
council approved an agree-
ment with Pyro Spectaculars, 
Inc. for a city sponsored 4th  
of July fireworks show in Ar-
tesia Park.

The council  also approved 
a  monthly salary increase  for 
council members effective 
Dec. 10, 2018, following the 
next municipal election. City 
Manager William Rawlings  
said council salaries have not 
changed since April 21, 1992. 
The current monthly salary is 
$401.12. This will be raised to 
$902.52.

Cerritos Optimist Club Youth Appreciation Recipients Danielle Lee, Jordan Benoit, Brianna 
Ortega and Curtis Garrett III were recognized April 6 at an awards dinner held at Liberty Park. 
Not shown are recipients Luis Avalos and Taylor Nichlson. With them is Program Chair Gary 
McHatton, who descriibed the program as being designed to encourage a greater exchange of 
ideas between young people and adults and at the same time gives the club an opportunity to 
work with youth toward common goals of education, career development, physical well being 
and community service.

Cerritos Optimist Club Names
Youth Appreciation Recipients

By Edna Ethington

Members of the La Palma-
Cerritos Branch of the Ameri-
can Association of University 
Women (AAUW) honored 
four outstanding Cerritos Col-
lege students at its 24th Annu-
al Recognition and Academic 
Achievement Awards Pro-
gram on April 1 at the Cerritos 
College Board Room.

AAUW Honors 4 Cerritos College Students
The recipients were Dasol 

Jeong, Karen Magana, Andrea 
Martinez and Kristin Quick.  
All four women plan to attend 
a four-year college or univer-
sity after their graduation from 
Cerritos College this year.

The La Palma-Cerritos 
AAUW Awards for Academic 
Achievement, totaling $3,000, 
were presented by President 
Joyce Grohmann, and Cerritos 

College liaison Norma Ro-
driguez, assisted by Awards 
Selection Committee member 
Peggy Brutsche.

Kristin Quick was not able 
to be present at the Awards 
Program and will receive her 
at a later date.  

 All four students had an 
overall GPA of 3.5 or higher 

Attending the La Palma-Cerritos AAUW’s 24th Annual Recognition and Awards Program at Cerritos College 
on April 1 were: Norma Rodriguez, Director of Student Program Services at Cerritos College,  Accounting and 
Finance Instructor Debra Johnson, Accounting student Dasol Jeong, Nursing Student Andrea Martinez, Direc-
tor of Nursing Anna Voorhies, Psychology Student Karen Magana, Local Scholarship and Awards Chair Carol 
Marsh, and La Palma-Cerritos AAUW President Joyce Grohmann.

          See AAUW Page 8
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

By Jerry Bernstein

Do What Is Right 
  and Be Content

FPPC Exonerates Kimsey, Gateway Guardian

By Melinda Kimsey

Dear Editor,
The City of Artesia has 

undergone many projects over 
the past few years. From en-
larging pedestrian walkways 
to installing new streetlights, 
Artesia’s Downtown sector 
on Pioneer Blvd. now looks 
better than ever. Both the lo-
cal government and the com-
munity have applauded and 
appreciated the way Down-
town Artesia looks.

However, a recent proj-
ect, titled the “The Pioneer 
Promenade” has caused ma-
jor backlash and uproar from 
the community. Not only has 
this specific project provided 
many with road traffic be-
yond imagination, but it has 
also taken nearly two years to 
complete the entire structure.

According to the City of 
Artesia, “Phase 3 will add a 
large pedestrian promenade 
to the center of the boule-
vard where lively events and 
engagement can occur. This 
phase contemplates water fea-
tures such as a splash pad and 
fountains, a plaza, and even 
a small performance venue, 
along with more street furni-
ture, decorative lighting, addi-

tional trees, and landscaping.”
This project seems cre-

ative and boastful on paper; 
however, the reality is quite 
the contrary. The City of Arte-
sia has placed a concrete out-
line and signs barricading two 
driving lanes, which is con-
gested with cars during busy 
rush hours and weekends. Ad-
ditionally, Downtown Artesia 
is near the Artesia Freeway, 
also adding to the existing 
traffic problem.

The City Council Mem-
bers have distanced them-
selves from everyone else in 
the community, neglecting to 
hear from those that oppose the 
project and its development.

With no proposals present 
on the city’s official budget of 
the year, the citizens of the city 
are clueless as to how much 
the planning and development 
of the city will cost them.

It is important now than 
ever to have a voice within the 
community. Private citizens 
should have the right to speak 
out and against their city. Oth-
erwise, they will slowly lose 
their own respective identities 
as citizens of the United States.

                   Brian Hu

Residents of Artesia Bothered 
by the City’s Slowing Project

I decided to take a walk 
in Knabe County Park prior 
to lunch. I no sooner had sat 
down on a bench when my 
FRIEND FROM FRUIT-
CAKE, FLORIDA sat down 
next to me. “How’d you know 
I’d be here?” I asked.

“I’ve known you long 
enough to know some of your 
habits,” he said. 

I didn’t immediately re-
ply. Finally I said, “There’s 
something relaxing when you 
sit on a bench watching the 
ducks swim by in the lake.”

“True,” he said. We sat 
there quietly for a few min-
utes. Finally he asked, “What 
did you think about the Cerri-
tos Council Election?”

“I suspect some Cerritos 
residents were disappointed 
their candidate(s) didn’t win, 
but that’s what elections are 
all about.” 

“You know California 
voters are really no different 
from FRUITCAKE voters,” 
he said. “We have a few ter-
mites who come out of the 

woodwork and try to cause 
havoc, but they are usually 
ignored and the voters decide 
who they want elected to of-
fice. Sometimes they win and 
sometimes they lose. After 
some reflection, they get on 
with their lives.”

“I think that’s true,” I  said, 
“although I believe people are 
starting to pay more attention.”

My  FRIEND FROM 
FRUITCAKE, FLORIDA sat 
quietly for a few moments. 
“I  hope so,” he replied. 
“You know FRUITCAKE in 
many ways is similar to Cer-
ritos. We’re not adjacent to 
three freeways. For that mat-
ter, we’re not adjacent to any 
freeway. We’re a small town 
with a small school district, 
an old fashioned town center 
with a nice shopping district, a 
park with a small lake, a little 
league team and two newspa-
pers. Most of all,” he added, 
“We’re proud of our town.”

I think most Californian’s 
feel that way, I said. “I know 
Artesia, Cerritos and Hawai-
ian Gardens are proud of their 
towns. I believe the problem is 
our residents need to pay more 
attention to the world around 
them and not just their imme-
diate lives.”

“What do you say we get 
some lunch,” he said.

“Fine with me,” I said as 
I took a last look at the ducks 
swimming in the lake. 

By Brad Beach

I would like to start by 
wishing a Happy 61st Birth-
day to the beautiful City of 
Cerritos!  I have lived here for 
over 41 years and have really 
seen this city be transformed 
into something that makes us 
proud.  To celebrate, the City 
put on its annual Spring Fes-
tival. I took my daughter on 
Saturday, and she really en-
joyed the rides.  It was great 
seeing her face light up on the 
kid’s roller coaster and even 
on the carousel. 

Both of my girls loved the 
fireworks in the evening as 
well and it was an outstanding 
show that the City gets for free.  
I’d like to also send a special 
thank you to the staff for put-
ting on such a nice event. 

The 2017-18 budget pro-
posals are out and show $106 
million in projected revenue 
and $93.2 million expenses.  
It also has $12 million in capi-

tal projects, with a total oper-
ating expense of $105 million. 
This budget proposal will re-
sult a positive balance of $1 
million surplus in spite of a 
$5.5 million or 5.9% increase 
in expenditures over the 2016-
17 budget. This is great news, 
Cerritos, but we still have a 
lot of deferred maintenance to 
catch up on. 

My family had the plea-
sure of eating at Island’s Res-
taurant in the Towne Center 
on Friday. The interior is 
beautiful, and the food was 
also excellent. The restaurant 
is now open to the public.  
Check them out for a burger 
and unlimited french fries. I 
just learned that the restaurant 
chain Roman’s Macaroni Grill 
is struggling in California, and 
I hope ours doesn’t close. 

People are continuing to 
report auto burglaries in their 
driveways overnight. Please 
lock your cars, remove the 
garage door opener and don’t 
leave any valuables inside.   
Many residents are install-
ing surveillance cameras, and 
they are providing authori-
ties with some valuable video 
footage of suspects. I highly 
recommend that you consider 
putting up exterior lights and 
cameras if possible.    

Well, the election results 

are final, and I would like to 
congratulate Grace Hu and 
Frank Yokoyama on wnning 
seats on the City Council. I 
would also like to commend 
all the candidates for their 
dedication to our city. 

There was a man found 
dead in the crawl space of a 
home in Hawaiian Gardens, 
and deputies are investigating 
the incident. Residents are re-
porting more and more home-
less people in the community.  
Hopefully Measure H can help 
them. 

Charter cable is being sued 
for slow internet speeds, but I 
haven’t noticed any problems. 
LA Brisket is hiring if you 
need a job. Cerritos College 
Trustee Area three which cov-
ers northwest Cerritos and sur-
rounding cities has a vacancy 
if you are interested in serving 
on the Board.

The Relay for Life is on 
May 20 at Liberty Park and 
benefits a great cause. There 
will be a neighborhood yard 
sale in Cerritos on Sunday, 
April 30 from 7 a.m. until 12 
p.m. It will be in the south-
east neighborhood of Pioneer 
Blvd. and 195th Street.  There 
are multiple houses participat-
ing and there will be many 
good items for sale.    

 Stay safe, Cerritos!  

On March 30, the Gate-
way Guardian Newspaper 
printed an advertisement 
paid for by a Cerritos resi-
dent who wanted to explain 
why the Woman’s Club of 
Artesia-Cerritos (WCAC) had 
cancelled its Candidates Fo-
rum scheduled for March 22. 
The person paying for the ad 
did not want his or her name 
printed, so I decided to put 
“Paid Advertisement” at the 
bottom of the ad.

The ad included an email 
from Gail Grossman, Public-
ity Chairman of the Woman’s 
Club, to Brian Hews, owner 
of Hews Media/Los Cerritos 
Community News, in which 
she states, “neither my hus-
band or I are a Barrows sup-
porter and will do whatever 
we can so that he does not get 
elected. What that means is if 
this legal maneuver does not 
work, we will try and embar-
rass him at all the forums and 
will try and embarrass him on 
all the different Cerritos (web) 

pages.”
This was totally inappro-

priate since Grossman was to 
be the moderator of the forum 
and asking questions of the 
candidates.  

Also included in the ad 
was a response that was posted 
on the WCAC website where 
President Chu stated, “We re-
gret to announce that the Can-
didates Forum scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 22 at 7 
p.m. at Cerritos City Chambers 
has been cancelled. The Wom-
an’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos is 
a non-partisan, non-denomina-
tional organization.”

After the ad was pub-
lished, Chu filed the following 
alleged violation with the Fair 
Political Practices Commis-
sion (FPPC): “Unidentified 
Advertisement or Mailer.” In 
other words, the ad did not 
state who paid for it.

When I received a copy of 
the complaint from the FPPC, 
I responded to the allegation 
in writing. On April 19, I re-
ceived copies of two letters 
from the FPPC, one to Chu 
and the other to Grossman. 

Regarding the Sworn 
Complaint Against Gateway 
Guardian Newspaper, Inc., 
the letter to Chu stated, “The 
Fair Political Practices Com-
mission’s Enforcement Divi-
sion has reviewed your sworn 
complaint regarding Gateway 
Guardian Newspaper, Inc. Af-
ter review, staff found that the 

complaint contained insuffi-
cient evidence of a violation 
of the Political Reform Act. 
We will, therefore, not pursue 
the matter further.” 

The letter from FPPC to 
Grossman stated, “The Fair Po-
litical Practices Commission’s 
Enforcement Division has re-
viewed your sworn complaint 
regarding Gateway Guardian 
Newspaper, Inc. After review, 
staff found that the complaint 
contained insufficient evidence 
of a violation of the Political 
Reform Act. Furthermore, the 
Enforcement Division does not 
govern a person’s permission 
to use their name in a political 
mailer. We will, therefore, not 
pursue the matter further.”

I think the Women’s Club 
did the right thing in cancel-
ling the forum. The ad was not 
intended to be an attack the 
Club, but rather an explanation 
as to why the forum was can-
celled. I respect the Woman’s 
Club and the great work that 
they do in our community. 

•  Letters must be no more 
than 200 words, typed and 
double spaced or sent elec-
tronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by 
the author and must include 
the author’s address and 
phone number.
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The Cerritos College Hall 
of Fame inducted its 2017 class 
on March 2 at the DoubleTree 
Hotel in Norwalk.Cerritos 
College President/Superinten-
dent Dr. Jose Fierro welcomed 
more than 300 people to the 
dinner. Steve Richardson, ex-
ecutive director of the Cerritos 
College Foundation and Com-
munity Advancement, served 
as master of ceremonies. 

The seven inductees re-
ceived special crystal awards 
and proclamations from the 
offices of Assembly Member 
Ian Calderon (District 57), 
Assembly Member Cristina 
Garcia (District 58), Califor-
nia Senator Tony Mendoza 
(District 32), and the City of 
Downey Council Member 
Blanca Pacheco.

Cerritos College Holds 6th  
Annual Hall of Fame Ceremony

The 2017 Cerritos College 
Hall of Fame Inductees:

April Brown - Distin-
guished Female Athlete (Track 
and Field)

Lorenzo Ramar - Distin-
guished Male Athlete (Basket-
ball)

Jeff Smith - Distinguished 
Coach (Wrestling)

Patrick Schwerdtfeger - 
Distinguished Alumnus (Class 
of 1969)

Donna Miller - Distin-
guished Faculty (Speech Com-
munications)

Tilden-Coil Constructors 
Inc. - Distinguished Corporate 
Partner

John Jackson – Distin-
guished President’s Award of 
Excellence (Professor Emeritus 
of Automotive Technology)

The Orange County (CA) 
Chapter of the Links, Incor-
porated and the Cerritos Li-
brary hosted a discussion by 
four  prominent and emerging 
authors on March 19 in the 
Skyline Room.

Marita Golden co-
founded the Hurston/Wright 
Foundation which celebrates 
17 years of creating commu-
nity for African American 
writers.

She also has worked with 
the Link Chapters in Wash-
ington, DC and Maryland to 
support emerging teen writ-
ers. Marita is the author of 
five novels, including the 
award winning novel After. 
Marita was  excited to share 
her first novel in 10 years The 
Wide Circumference of Love.

Stephen Mack Jones is 

Links Presents ‘Meet Prominent African 
American Authors’ at Cerritos Library

not only a published poet but 
an award-winning playwright 
and recipient of the prestigious 
Kresge Arts in Detroit Literary 
Fellowship. His play “Back in 
the World” was cited as one of 
America’s Top Ten Plays Per-
formed outside New York City 
by The American Theater Crit-
ics Association.  He celebrated 
with the audience his first ever 
novel, the fast paced mystery 
August Snow.

Brit Bennett is one of the 
most sought-after young voic-
es writing on race in America 
today. She’s won numerous 
awards including the 2014 
Hurston Wright Award for 
College writers, and her work 
has been featured in The New 
Yorker, The New York Times 
Magazine, The Paris Review 
and Jezebel. Her novel The 

Mothers is a national bestsell-
er. She shared exciting news 
with the audience that she has 
just received a movie deal for 
her book.

Jason Overstreet has 
dedicated 10 years of his life 
in education and attended 
UCLA’s professional pro-
gram in screenwriting. He’s 
now turned to writing fiction 
full time and talked about his 
debut novel The Strivers’ Row 
Spy. Jason has just finished a 
sequel to The Strivers’ Row 
Spy, which will be out early 
next year. 

It was the OC Links study 
of literacy in 2009 that ignited 
an idea in the mind of one of 
their members, Joyce Nor-
wood, to host and event that 
would address the issue and 
bring community together.  
That was the birth of “Meet-
ing Prominent African Ameri-
can Authors.”

This year’s event marks 
the 8th year Orange County 
(CA) Chapter of Links Incor-
porated, in collaboration with 
the City of Cerritos and Cer-
ritos Library, have been able 
to offer this event to the com-
munity free of charge.

The Cerritos City Council honored retired Watch Deputy Mark Smith 
at a recent City Council meeting. Smith was presented with a plaque in 
appreciation for his dedicated service.  Smith was with the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department for 28 years, spending 19 of those years 
at the Cerritos Sheriff’s Station, from April 1998 through March 2017. 
Smith was a Training Officer when the Cerritos Station opened and 
was promoted to Watch Deputy. He handled counter traffic; supervised 
desk personnel, dispatchers and 911 operators; and was a resource for 
patrol deputies during large incidents. 

By Tom Tislow

The Hi-Tops, a special 
education dance group from 
the Speech and Language De-
velopment Center in Buena 
Park, performed at the Festi-
val of Friendship at the Los 
Cerritos Center on Feb. 4. 

On April 9, 11 students 
from the group and 16 adults, 
including Cerritos residents 
Tommy Tislow and his par-
ents, Tom and Flora, and 
Cheri Benefiel embarked on a 

seven-day cruise to the Mexi-
can Riviera. 

While on the cruise aboard 
the Norwegian Jewel, they vis-
ited the ports of Puerta Vallarta, 
Mazatlan and Cabo San Lucas.

The Hi-Tops were pre-
scheduled for two perfomanc-
es during the cruise – April 11 
in the Fyzz Lounge and April 
15 in the Spinniker Lounge. 
The crew was so impressed 
with the Hi-Tops that they in-
vited them to perform for the 
opening of the Farewell Va-

riety Performance in the Star-
dust Theater.

The Hi-Tops have also 
performed at the Statue of Lib-
erty, on the steps of the Lin-
coln Memorial, at the Open-
ing Ceremony for the World 
Special Olympics at the Col-
leseum in 2014 and in Canada 
and Hawaii.

Their next performance 
will be at the “Very Special 
Arts Festival” at the Santa Ana 
Mall on April 29 at the Open-
ing Ceremony.  

Members of the Hi-Tops Dance Group, along with parents and Sharon and Larry Sagert, who organized the 
cruise, recently performed three times on the cruise ship, the Norwegian Jewel. 

Hi-Tops Dance Group Performs on Cruise Ship

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.ga tewayguard iannews .com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

Cerritos Council Honors  
Retired Sheriff Deputy

Cerritos Mayor George Ray, with Caltrans Region 7 District Director 
Carrie Bowen, assisted with freeway clean-up on the I-605 at the Alon-
dra off-ramp on April 21 as part of Caltrans’ Earth Day celebration. The 
Mayor helped pick up unsightly and dangerous litter on the freeway, 
which can clog storm drains, get wrapped in axles or harm wildlife.

 Cerritos Mayor Cleans Up Freeway
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Artesia Library’s
Field of Dreams Benefit

Friday, May 5   •  5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Artesia Park at the Ball Field 

South of the New Library
18750 Clarkdale Ave., Artesia

Food from Ribs ‘n’ Kabobs and other local 
restaurants. Wine, entertainment, Silent Auction, 

Opportunity Prize Drawings

Adults  $15    –   Children 12 & under  $7

For Information or presale tickets contact:
Michele Diaz  562-402-9893  Joanne Witt  562-233-9671

Ticket can also be purchased at
Artesia Library, 18722 Clarkdale Ave. Artesia

“If you build it, they will come.”
“It’s almost built, please come!”

Shot-Gun Start: 12 p.m.

Foresomes & SponsorshipsAvailable!

Register today at: www.cerritos.org
or call (562) 467-0800

 MONDAY, MAY 1, 2017 
10 - 11:30 a.m. – Registration  •  10:30 - 11:45 a.m. – Putting Contest

10:30 - 11:30 a.m. – Lunch   •   Noon – Shot-Gun Start
5 p.m. – Banquet & Raffle

 Los Coyotes Country Club Golf Course
8888 Los Coyotes Drive - Buena Park, CA

About the Safe Surrender Scholarship Fund
 The Safely Surrendered Baby Law was initiated by former L.A. Co. Supervi-

sor Don Knabe and signed into state law in 2006. The law gives parents a chance 
to surrender a baby three days old or younger with an employee at any L.A. Co. 

hospital or fire station. Current L.A. Co. Supervisor Janice Hahn continues to sup-
port and raise awareness for this life saving law by announcing that the 151st baby 
was safely surrendered in January 2017. The Safe Surrender Scholarship Fund is 
administered by the Long Beach Community Foundation.  Youths adopted as a 

Safely Surrendered Baby are eligible for the scholarship at age 17. The scholarship 
may be used for any purpose toward higher education. A portion of the proceeds 

from the golf tournament will benefit the Safe Surrender Scholarship Fund.

Thanks to Our Sponsors: Lexus of Cerritos, CalMet Services, Inc.,  
Los Cerritos Center, The Gardens Casino, Fremont College, Coca-Cola, 

Poly’s Pies, Pepsi, Scooter’s Italian Ice, and more.
 

It's time to tee up!
Support your Chamber and a great cause!
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ARTESIA LIBRARY
South Street & Elaine Avenue, Artesia, CA

37024

11/10/2014

EASTER EGG HUNTS - Cerritos & Hawaiian Gardens


