
        December 21, 2017                                                                        Page 7LOCAL NEWS

but features a new community 
room, new children and teen 
areas,  group study rooms, 
self checkout stations, a new 
Friends of the Library book-
sale room, plus a new laptop 
vending machine. 

In addition, the entire 
building is water and energy 
efficient with drought resistant 
landscaping, solar panels and 
roofing materials that keep the 
building cooler.

“We also had an oppor-
tunity to partner with the LA 
County Arts Commission to 
incorporate public art by re-
nowned artist, Sonia Romero, 
said Supervisor Hahn. “Sonia 
is the daughter of legendary 
Los Angeles Chicano artist 
Frank Romero. 

“She is following in her 
father’s footsteps, but at the 
same time forging her own 

path and creating a name for 
herself! Her artwork – entitled 
Lady Artesia – depicts a mul-
tilayered visual timeline of the 
city’s past, present and future 
and celebrates the diversity that 
makes Artesia so special.” 

Reaching out to the Ar-
tesia’s residents, Supervisor 

New Artesia Library Now Open to the Public  From Page 1

Nearly 450 gifts and 24 
gift cards were donated by 
City of Cerritos and Cerritos 
Sheriff’s Station employees 
to help families this holiday 
season. 

Employees brought new, 
unwrapped toys or gift cards 
to the city’s employee holiday 
luncheon. 

The gifts have been dis-
tributed through the Salvation 
Army Angel Giving Tree proj-
ect, Cerritos Optimist Club’s 
Needy Family Program, Toys 
for Tots (United States Marine 
Corps), Spark of Love (Los 
Angeles County Fire Depart-
ment), Fisher House Southern 
California, Inc. and the Teen 
Parent Program at Tracy High 
School.

Mayor Grace Hu said, 

“The City of Cerritos is for-
tunate to have caring and gen-
erous employees. My City 
Council colleagues and I are 
proud of their donations and 
thank them for helping to 
make the holidays happier for 
the less fortunate people in our 
community.”

Cerritos residents and 
community members also 
recently made contributions 
to local holiday charity pro-
grams, contributing more than 
300 toys and games for the 
Toys for Tots (United States 
Marine Corps) program. 

Cerritos residents also 
donated more than 70 gifts 
for underprivileged children 
through the Angel Giving Tree 
project.  

Nearly 500 employees 

from Revolve Clothing locat-
ed in Cerritos and Buena Park 
“adopted” 20 families in the 
area and contributed toys and 
canned food to make their hol-

Hahn concluded by saying “No 
matter your age, there is some-
thing new for you to learn, 
whether it is personal or pro-
fessional. The library doors are 
open to anyone and everyone. 
All you need to do is come in 
and take advantage of every-
thing the library has to offer.”

iday brighter. RAZOR USA 
located in Cerritos contributed 
more than 30 scooters to un-
derserved youth in Artesia/
Cerritos.

“The wonderful generos-
ity of Cerritos residents and 
businesses makes our City 
a special place to live and 
work,” said Mayor Hu.

Miss Artesia & Her Court

Melinda Kimsey & Cristina Garcia

The new Artesia Library, 
which is open to all LA 
County residents, is lo-
cated within Artesia Park 
at 18801 Elaine Avenue. 
The artwork, Lady Artesia, 
which was created by art-
ist Sonia Romero, is visible 
on the front of the library 
to the left of the entrance.

City of Cerritos & Cerritos Sheriff’s Station Employees, 
Residents and Businesses Donate Gifts to Families in Need

Pangasinan Brotherhood-USA members and their guests attend their “Holiday Interlude” held at the City 
of Cerritos Performing Arts-Sierra Room: (l to r) Past President Eddie C. Ferrer, Board Member Rhenee 
M. Ferrer, President Lino F. Caringal, Jr., Assemblymember Cristina Garcia,  Past #Pride 58 award winner 
Doris Iglesias, former Cerritos City Planning Commissioner Joe Iglesias, former Cerritos Mayor Carol Chen 
and Assemblymember Garcia’s Field Representative Christopher Craig. 

Pangasinan Brotherhood-USA 
Holds “Holiday Interlude” at CCPA
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Should Christians 
Celebrate Christmas?

gotquestions.org

Around and About: Southern Charm  Pt. 2

BAPTIST CHURCHES
Cerritos Baptist Church
11947 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
St. Paul Evangelical Community Church
12500 183rd St, Cerritos, CA, 90703

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
Korean Hope Presbyterian Church
19319 Carmenita Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Sa-Rang Presbyterian Church
19200 Pioneer Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703

LUTHERAN CHURCHES
Concordia Lutheran Church
13633 183rd St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
St John Lutheran Church
18422 Bloomfield Ave, Cerritos, CA, 
90703

MORMON CHURCH
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints   17909 Bloomfield Ave, 
Cerritos, CA 90703

REFORMED CHURCH
Heaven Bound Ministry
18100 Dumont Ave, Cerritos, CA, 90703

SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCHES
America Full Gospel Church
13079 Artesia Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703

Cerritos First Assembly Of God
12061 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
New Jerusalem Church
16214 Flat Peak Ln, Cerritos, CA, 90703

CHRISTIAN -OTHER CHURCHES
Berean Chapel
12051 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Calvary Cross Chapel
16705 Gridley Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos Institute Of Religion
16025 Studebaker Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos Korean
12229 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Chinese Church Of Christ
12429 195th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
First Evangelical Church
11330 166th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Living Water Mission Church
19104 Pioneer Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
New Jerusalem Christian Fellowship
12702 Cuesta St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Oriental Mission Church Of Orange
12413 195th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Timothy Bible Ministries
17150 Norwalk Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
World Missions Far Corners
10945 South St Ste 306, Cerritos, CA, 90703

Dr. Bob Hughlett

St. Simons’ Island was 
our next stop after a brief drive 
along what was described in 
the literature as an “unspoiled 
coast of vast marshlands, 
winding rivers and beautiful 
beaches.”  The description was 
obviously written well before 
recent hurricanes. Irma was 
more than just a news story 
along this coast. 

The winds wreaked havoc 
with the old pines and oaks 
along the shoreline, as well 
as much further inland, and 
the storm surge spread sea-
water over miles of formerly 
lush green vegetation which 
now has a distinctly brownish 
tinge.  For mile after mile we 
passed dead or fallen trees and 
roadside crews still clearing 
out ruined vegetation months 
after the storm. 

Once we arrived in town, 
though, tourism was in full 
swing.  We climbed the narrow 
circular stairs of the landmark 
106 foot high lighthouse and 
dived into a bowl of red beans 
and rice – further dressed in 
onions, peppers, tomatoes, 

okra and other unclassifiable 
stuff at a local hot spot. And 
don’t forget the iced tea ac-
companiment. In the South, 
you automatically get sweet 
tea, which is half sugar unless 
you request the straight stuff.

Savannah, Georgia saw 
yet another ride around town, 
although this time in a spiffy 
carriage with a dozen or so 
riders. We stopped to visit 
graceful mansions, the unique 
Bonaventure Cemetery made 
famous in the book and sub-
sequent film “Midnight in the 
Garden of Good and Evil” and 
home of the founder of the 
Girl Scouts.  

Along the way we learned 
that Spanish moss, that wispy 
stuff hanging from branches 
everywhere, is not a parasite 
but rather gets nutrition from 
the air so the old oaks are not 
affected by them. Interior res-
torations were underway ev-
erywhere. 

“Interior only,” however, 
given the local ordinances for-
bidding any alterations to the 
old exteriors other than paint, 
lighting and generally non-
invasive sprucing up. A pricey 
approach but worth it to keep 
southern charm alive and well 
along the antebellum road-
ways.

Our final stop on the tour 
was Charleston, South Caro-
lina, home of Ft. Sumter, plan-
tations and the City Market 
– one of the oldest public mar-

kets in America. Oh, and of 
course more pretty old homes 
but, unfortunately, few oppor-
tunities to enjoy a final bowl-
ful of red beans and rice.    

Fort Sumter was off in the 
middle of the water but the 
battlements from which the 
first cannon volleys were fired 
on April 12, 1861, were fired 
initiating the Civil War.  

The remarkable visitors 
center portrayed the times with 
startling copies of newspaper 
accounts purporting to justify  
slavery as a “God Given right”  
and the Confederate soldiers 
as heroes. The market was a 
wet, rainy cold and fascinating 
tourist stop while we waited 
for our coach to return us to 
our hotel for the evening.

Southerners to a (wo)man 
were kind, courteous and wel-
coming to their guests. There 
was not an unkind word or ex-
asperated look on any face or 
impatience to be found. The 
subtle racism and veneration 
of the confederacy aside, the 
people are as genteel as adver-
tised. Our trip was beautiful, 
surprising and shocking in the 
complexity of currents quietly 
at work in the people calling 
southern charm locales home.

Come the morn we were 
off on our return trip to LAX 
and home, tired but thought-
ful. Please let me know what 
you think of this column and 
suggest others at b.hughlett@
verizon.net.

The debate about whether 
or not Christians should cel-
ebrate Christmas has been 
raging for centuries. There are 
equally sincere and committed 
Christians on both sides of the 
issue, each with multiple rea-
sons why or why not Christ-
mas should be celebrated in 
Christian homes. 

But what does the Bible 
say? Does the Bible give clear 
direction as to whether Christ-
mas is a holiday to be celebrat-
ed by Christians? 

First, let’s look at the rea-
sons why some Christians do 
not celebrate Christmas. One 
argument against Christmas 
is that the traditions surround-
ing the holiday have origins in 
paganism. Searching for reli-
able information on this topic 
is difficult because the origins 
of many of our traditions are 
so obscure that sources often 
contradict one another. 

Bells, candles, holly, and 
yuletide/yule decorations are 
mentioned in the history of 
pagan worship, but the use of 
such in one’s home certainly 
does not indicate a return to 
paganism. While there are 
definitely pagan roots to some 
traditions, there are many more 
traditions associated with the 
true meaning of Christmas—
the birth of the Savior of the 
world in Bethlehem. 

Bells are played to ring 
out the joyous news, candles 
are lit to remind us that Christ 
is the Light of the world (John 
1:4-9), a star is placed on the 
top of a Christmas tree to re-
member the Star of Bethle-
hem, and gifts are exchanged 
to remind us of the gifts of the 
Magi to Jesus, the greatest gift 
of God to mankind.

Another argument against 
Christmas, especially having 
a Christmas tree, is that the 
Bible forbids bringing trees 
into our homes and decorating 
them. The passage often cited 
is Jeremiah 10:1-16, but this 
passage refers to cutting down 
trees, chiseling the wood to 
make an idol, and then deco-
rating the idol with silver and 
gold for the purpose of bow-

ing down before it to worship 
it (see also Isaiah 44:9-18). 

The passage in Jeremiah 
cannot be taken out of its con-
text and used to make a legiti-
mate argument against Christ-
mas trees.

Christians who choose to 
ignore Christmas point to the 
fact that the Bible doesn’t give 
us the date of Christ’s birth, 
which is certainly true. Decem-
ber 25 may not be even close 
to the time Jesus was born, and 
arguments on both sides are le-
gion, some relating to climate 
in Israel, the practices of shep-
herds in winter, and the dates 
of Roman census-taking. 

None of these points are 
without a certain amount of 
conjecture, which brings us 
back to the fact that the Bible 
doesn’t tell us when Jesus was 
born. Some see this as proof 
positive that God didn’t want 
us to celebrate the birth, while 
others see the Bible’s silence 
on the issue as tacit approval. 

Some Christians say that 
since the world celebrates 
Christmas – although it is be-
coming more and more po-
litically correct to refer to it 
as “the holidays”– Christians 
should avoid it. But that is the 
same argument made by false 
religions that deny Christ alto-
gether, as well as cults such as 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses who 
deny His deity. 

Those Christians who do 
celebrate Christmas often see 
the occasion as an opportunity 
to proclaim Christ as “the rea-
son for the season” among the 
nations and to those trapped 
in false religions. As we have 
seen, there is no legitimate 
scriptural reason not to cel-
ebrate Christmas. At the same 
time, there is no biblical man-
date to celebrate it, either. 

In the end, of course, 
whether or not to celebrate 
Christmas is a personal de-
cision. As in all things, we 
seek wisdom from Him who 
gives it liberally to all who ask 
(James 1:5) and accept one 
another in Christian love and 
grace, regardless of our views 
on Christmas.
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Family-Friendly Day Trips

First, I’d like to wish a very 
Happy Hanukkah to everyone 
who celebrates this beautiful 
holiday. Chag Sameach!

On the first night of Ha-
nukkah, I had the honor of 
lighting the menorah on the 

USS Iowa with Councilman 
Joe Buscaino. A big thanks to 
the Chabad of South Bay and 
Rabbi Sholom Pinson for or-
ganizing such a beautiful and 
joyous community-wide cel-
ebration! 

I created the Bringing Our 
Loved Ones Home Task Force 
with the goal of finding a way 
to protect individuals prone 
to wandering (including those 
with Alzheimer's, dementia, 
and autism) and providing 
their caretakers with some 
much needed peace of mind.

After almost a year of hard 
work and deliberation, the task 
force identified a common-
sense and much needed solu-

tion: tracking bracelets.
In the coming months, I 

will be working hard to create 
a county-wide system which 
connects individuals prone to 
wandering with these discreet 
life-saving bracelets. Should 
they wander away, their fam-
ily can call 911 and law en-
forcement will be able to find 
them quickly, before tragedy 
strikes.

Knott’s Merry Farm is a Christmas Value

On December 16, the Cerritos Optimist Club 
and Soroptimist International of Artesia-Cerritos 

delivered 10,980 lbs. of food, sundries and toys 
to 31 families with 88 children to brighten 

their Christmas season.  We could not have done 
this without the help of all of our sponsors.

Sprouts 
Chick-fil-A
Babies R Us

Spark of Love
L.A. Food Bank
City of Cerritos
Razor - Cerritos
Red Hat Society

Ralphs – Cerritos
Crown Carton Co.
Revolve – Cerritos
Ralphs – Lakewood

LaFiell Manufacturing
Supervisor Janice Hahn
Gahr High Student Body

Cerritos High Jr. Optimist Club

THANK YOU!

O

By Leah Nass – Mommy 
Blogger at Swellmommy.com

In Southern California, 
Knott’s lives in the shadows 
of the bigger and pricier expe-
rience at the Disneyland, but 
during the holidays, Knott’s 
Merry Farm is an affordable 
amusement park experience 
with smaller crowds and more 
old fashioned holiday spirit 
than one would expect. 

Visitors should get the 
highlight of the Knott’s din-
ing experience right up front 
by having breakfast at the re-
cently remodeled Mrs. Knott’s 
Chicken Dinner Restaurant. 
The unlimited biscuits and 
Knott’s Boysenberry Jam is 
the star of the show. 

Upon entering, take some 
pictures in Camp Snoopy 
where the usual photo spot next 
to the plane ride is given a dis-
tinctly holiday makeover. It’s 
also where you’ll find a number 
of the Peanuts gang greeting 
visitors and posing for pictures. 
My kids particularly enjoyed 
the oversized armchair. 

For big fans of Snoopy and 
friends, the must see show is 
“Merry Christmas, Snoopy!” 
“It’s the Merriest Christmas 
Show Ever, Charlie Brown,” 
the musical dance and sing 
along is great for littles who 
would rather join in on the 
fun that sit and watch. Camp 

Snoopy’s theater also has a 
musical show called “A Pea-
nuts Guide to Christmas.”

Knott’s Merry Farm is a 
very tasteful event with a vintage 
feel and offers quite a very clas-
sic and adult driven entertain-
ment from productions of “The 
Gift of the Magi,” and “A Christ-
mas Carol” on select dates. 

No holiday celebration 
is complete without a variety 
of limited edition seasonal 
foods. Christmas Pizza, a whole 
Christmas meal of turkey, stuff-
ing, gravy and cranberry sauce 
on a pizza, obviously, is the 
must have of this year’s menu. 
New dishes include handmade 
chicken and beef tamales, 
honoring the latino culture. 
The usual treats like cookies, 
chocolate dipped cheesecake 
on a stick, specialty churros 
are all available. Surprisingly, 
Knott’s also serves craft beers 
and hot spiced holiday wine. 

The best part of Knott’s 
Merry Farm, however, has to 
be the Christmas Crafts Village 
where shoppers can find on-of-
a-kind gifts, a world of special 
ornaments and handcrafted 
artisan goods alongside west-
ern themed craftsman works 
of art. Especially nice for the 
educationally driven families, 
many wooden and open ended 
toys are available. 

In the evening, head over 
to the Calico Stage where car-

olers sing classic Christmas 
songs and down the street at 5 
p.m. and the Snow and Glow 
takes place, filling the streets 
of the village with snow. For 
those who want to stop in 
to visit with Santa, Santa’s 
Christmas Cabin is open for 
kids to share their wish lists 
and pose for the annual requi-
site picture with Old St. Nick 
himself. 

Visitor Information
Knott’s Merry Farm
8039 Beach Blvd
Buena Park, CA 906200
Phone: (714) 220-5200
Tickets: start at $49. Dis-

counts are also available for 
Veterans, Law Enforcement 
and Firemen. 

Website: https://www.
knotts.com/play/merry-farm

Cerritos Optimists, Soroptimists 
Needy Family Project a Success

Needy Family Project Leaders:  (l to r)  Bob Arthur, Cerritos Optimist Club President, Kathy Lovell, Project 
Co-Chair; Jennifer Elliott, Soroptimist President; and Ray Lovell, Project Co-Chair.

By Diana Needham

The Cerritos Optimist 
Club and Soroptimist Inter-
national of Artesia-Cerritos 
completed their annual Needy 
Family Project delivery to 31 
local families on Dec. 16.  

Three toys plus Christmas 
stockings filled with goodies 
were provided to each of the 
88 children, and more than 
10,000 pounds of food and 
sundries were delivered to the 
families. 

Co-Chairs, Ray and Kathy 
Lovell led the successful effort 

with the help of over 100 vol-
unteers – Optimist Club Mem-
bers, Soroptimist Club Mem-
bers, their friends and family, 
Junior Optimist Club students 
from Cerritos High School, 
and other volunteers.  

Donors included Optimists, 
Soroptimists, Sprouts, Babies 
R Us, Chick-Fil-A, Spark of 
Love, L.A. Food Bank, City 
of Cerritos, Razor, Red Hat 
Society, Ralphs, Crown Car-
ton Company, Revolve, La-
Fiell Manufacturing, Supervi-
sor Janice Hahn, Gahr High 
student body, and the Cerritos 

High Junior Optimist Club.
“This was an gigantic ef-

fort that took 480 volunteer 
hours to complete and helped 
a large number of local fami-
lies,” said Kathy Lovell. “The 
volunteer delivery teams re-
ported on the many children 
that squealed with delight and 
the many grateful parents,” 
said Ray Lovell.

For information on joining 
either one of the local service 
clubs, call Bob Arthur, Opti-
mist President at 562-863-2864 
or Jennifer Elliott, Soroptimist 
President 267-257-8504.
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Crossword Puzzle #69

Guardian Newspaper, Inc.
GATEWAY

Subscription Form

   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
Gateway Guardian

Please mail this form to:
 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703

Questions?  562-522-8776 

Cost: $25 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma
Published bi-weekly

   For Only
 $25

Call Melinda
562-522-8776

 

HOROSCOPE

Nov. 22 – Dec. 22
Crossword Answers

Saggitarius1.  Which crime-fighting cartoon dog has 
the initals “S.D.” on his collar?

2.  In Greek mythology, who turned all 
that he touched into gold?

3.  In the movie “A Christmas Story,” 
what is the only thing Ralphie Parker 
wants for Christmas?

4. Which fictional city is the home of  
Batman? 

5. How many colors are there in a rain-
bow? 

Answers:  1.Scooby Doo  2. Midas 6  3. A Red Ryder BB Gun  
4. Gotham City  5.  7 - The colors in a rainbow are red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet. The acronym 
 ROYGBIV is used to remember all of the colors.  

            
   
  

Minimum $100 Repair

VROOMAN’S 
AUTOMOTIVE

Honesty   •   Integrity   •   Quality 

www.Vrooman’sAutomotive.com

We Are The Best & We Will Prove It!

Mercedes & BMW 
Service Center

(562) 865-5540

11750 187th St., Artesia Hours of Operation:  Mon-Fri 8 am-6pm    

$25 Off

Symbol: The Archer or Centaur
Element: Fire
Ruling Planet: Jupiter - the planet of luck and expansion
Good Day: Honest, fair-minded, inspiring, optimistic, 
enthusiastic, encouraging, dedicated
Bad Day: Argumentative, reckless, flaky, preachy,  
tactless, overconfident
Favorite Things: Dares, flirting, pets, pop music,  
international travel, laughter, karaoke, books, inspira-
tional stories
What You Hate: Prejudice, routines, rules, being bored, 
taking things too seriously, the words “you can’t”
Secret Wish: To make the rules
How to Spot Them: Strong legs, laughing eyes, comedic 
facial expressions
Where You’ll Find Them: Organizing a talent show, 
publishing a tell-all ‘zine, cracking inappropriate jokes 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.ga tewayguard iannews .com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

SEPT. 14

Palma Liquor
New Location - 5466 La Palma Ave.

One of the 100 
top retailers in the 
Sale of California 

State Lottery

“Smaller in size 
but not in service.”

Beer, Wine, Liquor 
& Novelty Items

OWNERS: 
Ganpat S. Patel 
& Minaxi G. Patel

714-821-4450

HOURS: 
Mon.-Sat. 

7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sun. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
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Last Minute Christmas Shopping Tips

Out-of-town guests vis-
iting family and friends in 
Cerritos for the Thanksgiving 
holiday are welcome to park 
overnight on Cerritos streets 
without a permit during the 
City's annual holiday parking 
moratorium. 

No parking permit will be 
required from Saturday, No-

Cerritos Relaxes Overnight Parking Restrictions 
vember 18 through Monday, 
November 27.

A holiday parking morato-
rium will also be in effect from 
Saturday, December 9 through 
Monday, January 8 for the 
Christmas and New Year's 
Day holidays.

Permits are normally re-
quired to park on City streets 

between 3 and 5 a.m. to help 
keep streets clear and al-
low residents and deputies to 
quickly spot suspicious vehi-
cles. Overnight parking permit 
renewals will take place begin-
ning in mid-November.

For more information, call 
the Community Safety Divi-
sion at (562) 916-1266.

It is possible to come up with last minute gift ideas that match your budget in a short amount of time.
It's Christmas Eve and 

you’ve left the Christmas 
shopping till now. Whatever 
the reason for your lack of 
planning, it’s still possible to 
come up with last minute gift 
ideas that match your budget 
and the tiny amount of time 
left to shop. Take note of the 
following suggestions, pack 
your list and get going!

1.  Think simple. By this 
stage, elaborate gifts are be-
yond your capability, and 
keeping it simple is the name 
of the game. Perhaps this is 
why you left things till the last 
minute anyway, but there’s no 
need to feel guilty – simple 
gifts in our recession-prone, 
environmentally responsible 
and conscious consumption 
era make sound sense anyway. 
If your own ideas aren’t spark-
ing, here are just a few ideas to 
get you started:

For Coffee Lovers: Buy 
a package of really good qual-
ity Fair Trade coffee, add a 
package of organic cinnamon 
sticks and wrap it all together 
with a beautiful scarf or nap-
kin and a big bow.

For Tea Lovers: Buy a 
teacup and saucer from a vin-
tage or secondhand store, stick 
a package of French (or other 
quality) tea inside it and add a 
tea strainer to the side. Wrap 
all in cellophane with a gor-
geous bow to finish.

For Music Lovers: You 
could buy a CD of their favorite 
music or you could make one 
from your own music. Make 
a playlist and burn it to a CD, 
carefully write out the titles 
and artists and wrap beautiful-
ly. Making your own selection 
can carry great meaning when 
the songs are ones that reflect 
shared experiences. 

Other ideas include pur-
chasing a ticket to a concert 
they’d love to go to (buy on-

line and prettify the ticket 
packaging), an iTunes vouch-
er or a book on the history of 
some aspect of music.

For Book Lovers: If 
you’re running out of time, a 
book voucher purchased in-
store or online will suffice, but 
how much nicer to choose at 
least one book that you think 
will resonate with the person 
and slip the voucher 
inside it. 

Or, how about go-
ing to the secondhand 
bookstore and choos-
ing a much-loved 
classic with beautiful 
binding, writing a note 
that describes how this 
book made you feel 
when you first read 
it, then wrapping it in 
lovely paper?

For Garden Lov-
ers: Buy a kitchen 
herb garden or some 
fancy containers for 
indoor plants. A small 
set of good quality gar-
dening gloves, garden 
snips, and seeds can 
be easily put together 
in a little basket, tied 
together in cellophane. 
A potted plant always 
makes a nice gift for someone 
who enjoys caring for plants.

For Gourmet Food Lov-
ers: Grab the best bottle of ol-
ive/walnut/sesame oil you can 
find on the supermarket shelf, 
some grissini (Italian bread 
sticks), a box of decent if not 
downright luxurious choco-
lates, a bottle of wine and 
some fresh packages of spices. 
Place in a gift box or basket, 
wrap with cellophane and add 
a bow.

For Video Game Fans: 
Grabbing a video game at 
the last minute is risky un-
less you’re certain the recipi-
ent lacks that title. Instead, 

purchase a voucher from their 
favorite game store, and per-
haps an accessory such as an 
extra game controller, a case 
for storing the games or simi-
lar items to round out the gift. 
If you do buy a game, ask if it 
can be exchanged; do not buy 
if it can’t be.

For the Jewelry Lover: 
While bling is a bit ostenta-

tious in current times, if you 
can afford a decent piece of 
jewelry for someone special, 
keep it simple. You can rarely 
go wrong with well crafted gold 
or silver pieces, but if time is of 
the essence, be careful about 
making snap choices. 

An alternative is a vouch-
er to a really quaint boutique 
jewelry store rather than the 
run-of-the-mill franchise. And 
for those unable to afford the 
real stuff, indulge in gorgeous 
handcrafted hair accessories, 
costume jewelry and pretty vin-
tage brooches. A voucher for 
Etsy never goes astray either.

For the Bath/Spa Lover: 

Find some fine French soap, a 
gorgeous bubble bath, a divine 
scrubbing mitt, and some bath 
salts. Package everything to-
gether inside a pretty contain-
er and, if you have the time, 
bring together a little book of 
bath recipes on your computer 
and add the printed version to 
the package.

For the Baking Fan: New 
baking tools will always 
be appreciated. Look 
for silicone-coated 
baking pan with inter-
esting shapes, vintage-
looking, sturdy mixing 
bowls, wooden spoons 
of substance (you can 
never have too many), 
pastry brushes, cookie 
cutters, etc. If you have 
time, make a collection 
of your own favorite 
recipes in eBook or 
printed form and pass 
them on.

2. Do your best to 
avoid the crowds. In 
the press of people, 
blaring music, and 
seemingly emptying 
shelves of “what’s hot” 
this Christmas, there 
can be a temptation to 
give in to overspending 

on stuff that may not be what 
you wanted to give. The brain 
tends to give in to the pressure 
of noise and glitzy displays 
when in a rush, all in the hope 
of getting out faster! Seek out 
quieter venues, such as your 
local boutique stores.

Failing this, have a very 
good plan of attack––know 
which stores you will go to 
(and no others), head straight 
for the right purchase points 
and do not deviate!

If a store sells nothing but 
Christmas items, stay out of 
it. If you haven’t yet bought 
Christmas themed items, it’s 
too late anyway, and they 
don’t make good gifts!

Avoid places throwing last-
minute sales. It’ll be bedlam.

3. Consolidate your shop-
ping. This means heading to 
places such as department 
stores, garden centers with gift 
shops, drugstores with great 
ranges of goodies, warehous-
es, and even the supermarket. 
If you can get as many gifts in 
the one place as possible, you 
maximize the efficiency of 
your shopping expedition. 

4. Compile a list. Before 
you leave the office, home or 
wherever you may be, put at 
least a half hour’s thought into 
the Christmas gift list. This 
will keep you focused, calm 
and it will ensure that you 
don’t accidentally miss some-
one’s gift.

This is a great chance to 
come up with possible gift ideas, 
or at least “genres” of gifts that 

will help you to narrow down 
where you need to go.

The list will also help you 
to identify whether it’s pos-
sible to head to just one or two 
stores or whether you need 
to deftly weave your way be-
tween numerous stores all be-
fore closing time.

5. Create a special Christ-
mas card or video. If you have 
any friends that you live far 
away, then consider creating a 
card or video wishing them a 
Merry Christmas. This can be 
done very quickly the day be-
fore Christmas, sent overnight, 
and be waiting for them when 
they wake up next morning. 
(Or, you can blame time zones 
for any late arrival!)

6. Donate your time. Peo-
ple can always do with help of 
one sort of another but many 
people feel embarrassed or 
awkward about asking. Think 
about the sorts of things that 
your recipient could use help 
with that you’re able to do, 
such as a house clean, a garden 
tidy up, walking their pet for a 
while, house-sitting while they 
go away, baking a cake every 
weekend for a month, etc. 

Your offer can be made 
by way of a quickly produced 
booklet of vouchers (use your 
computer, print them off and 
staple together) or simply write 
your one-off offer into the 
Christmas card and place the 
card under the tree as the gift.

7. Make an offer to attend 
the post-Christmas sales with 
your gift recipient and offer 
to buy them something then. 
This may seem a little bizarre 
at first, but if both of you like 
a bargain, enjoy shopping, 
and see the sense in conscious 
consuming, you can set aside 
the gift giving for later, enjoy 
Christmas for its real meaning 
and look forward to spending 
time together again during the 
sales. This is a great gift idea 
for someone you really enjoy 
hunting down bargains with!

8. Write a poem or a short 
story. If you enjoy writing and 
the recipient is someone who 
is special to you, consider this 
highly personalized gift. Think 
about all the things that matter 
about this person, or an event 
where the two of you learned 
or shared something together 
that carries great meaning. 

Write your impressions 
and feelings in a poem or short 
story form as an ode to the 
recipient and what he or she 
means in your life. You can 
wrap it up like a scroll and add 
a seal, or you can frame it in a 
frame quickly purchased from 
the late night drugstore, or you 
can simply add beautiful fonts 
and borders before printing 
and wrap as is.

          www.wikihow.com/

thanked the city staff  for their 
support and he looks forward 
to a bright future for the city. 

Supervisor Janice Hahn 
told the audience that Mayor 
Taj had made history by be-
coming the first Pakistani-
American Mayor in the west-
ern United States. 

She described him as be-
ing a great advocate for Artesia 
and expressed surprise at how 

visible he has been throughout 
the county. Mayor Pro Tem 
Sally Flowers agreed. 

Mayor Flowers summed 
up her goals for the coming 
year as moving the city for-
ward but at the same time re-
taining its unique status as an 
international community. She 
listed a few projects she plans 
to work on during her term as 
mayor. These include disaster 

preparedness, expanding the 
city’s open spaces, and smart 
development growth. 

She said, “We want Arte-
sia to grow, but we need to be 
smart about it.”

 She reminded every-
one that Artesia is only 1.62 
square miles in size. “But that 
shouldn’t be a hindrance, es-
pecially if we all work togeth-
er,” she said. 

Flowers Elected Artesia Mayor From Page 1
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COMING TO THECOMING TO THE

YOUR FAVORITE ENTERTAINERS,YOUR FAVORITE THEATER

562-916-8500
cerritoscenter.com

Zeppelin USA  Rockin’  
New Year’s Eve  

Stayin’ Alive— 
One Night of the  
Bee Gees

Jay Leno  

Family Owned 
Since 1958

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  
Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  
Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  
Water Piping  •  Disposals 
Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 
Water Softeners 

11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com

 

Orchard Supply Hardware in Cerritos has the very  
best customer service, as well as beautiful flowers, 
great tool selection and super specials every week. 

13233 South St., Cerritos, CA  90703      562-860-4130

Artesia Residents, Business Owners Host Community Toy Giveaway & Dinner  
By Melinda Kimsey

Artesia resident, Rene Trevino, 
along with dozens of his friends and 
supporters, gathered at a local res-
taurant, the Kabob Corner owned by 
Vankatesh  Koka, to host a dinner for 
more than 300 families and a toy give-
away for more than 160 children. 

The food was supplied by Van- 
katesh Koka, Ash Patel and Gurpal 
Sood, Golden Corral, Brooklyn Pizza, 
The Saffron Spot,  and many other vol-
unteers brought in cookies and candy. 

The families really enjoyed the 
dinner, and the kids loved getting the 
toys and were so grateful for the eve-
ning festivities. There were literally 
hundreds of toys for the children, and 
it was absolutely awe-inspiring. 

Some of the younger volunteers 
included the teams from the Frontier 
Little League. A special treat was the 

Photo Booth which gave away free 
photos to all of the people at the party. 

Of course, the biggest celebrity at 
the party was Santa Claus himself. The 
kids and adults had so much fun vis-
iting with Santa and telling him what 
they wanted for Christmas.

A very special thank you to Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Janice 
Hahn for her financial support, as well 
as Vankatesh Koka, Gurpal Sood, Mi-
chelle Diaz, David Baeza, Carmen 
Maria Baeza, Linda Grace Gonzalez, 
Leila Nam, Danny N. Clena Morales, 
and the Fury Baseball Club.  

This was definitely a community 
holiday event with lots of community 
involvement. As for myself, I was so 
grateful to be part of the festivities, and 
the toy giveaway was amazing. The 
Gateway Guardian will definitely be 
back year after year to be part of this 
community holiday event.


