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A new playground area 
at Heritage Park is now open 
for use, following a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on June 
12, which Cerritos Coun-
cilmembers and Parks and 
Recreation Commissioners 
attended.  

The park features new 
playground equipment that 
includes colorful slides and 
swing sets and a decorative 

colored concrete walkway. 
Irrigation, landscaping 

and new playground surfacing 
were also installed. 

The rubberized surfacing 
is part of an ongoing proj-
ect to upgrade playgrounds 
throughout the City with ma-
terials and equipment that ad-
here to Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) standards 
and Consumer Product Safety 

Heritage Park Playground Area Opened 

(SPSC) guidelines. 
All neighborhood parks 

will gradually be upgraded 
with the new playground sur-
face.

The playground equip-
ment, irrigation and land-
scaping were installed by 
Shultz Construction. The 
playground surfacing was in-
stalled by Robertson Recre-
ational Services/Tot Turf.

Artesia Approves $7.2 
Million Budget; November 
Ballot to Include Utility Tax
By Jerry Bernstein

The Artesia City Coun-
cil approved  a $7.2 million 
balanced budget at its June 
9 meeting, along with plac-
ing a Utility User’s Tax  of 5 
percent on the Nov. 4 ballot. 
Money raised from the tax, 
which will add approximately 
$10  a month to the utility bill 
of residents, would be used for 
infrastructure, parks, and law 
enforcement.

Councilmember Victor 
Manalo  and Mayor Pro Tem 
Miguel Canales said they 
would like to see a compli-
mentary ordinance on the bal-
lot specifying how the funds 
raised would be used. A final 
draft of the two measurers will 
be approved at the council’s 
July 14 meeting. 

Councilmember Ali Taj 
said research shows that 
household income and per 
capita income in Artesia are 
slightly higher than some of 
the neighboring cities. He said 
a 5 percent utility tax was in 
order and would result in a 
constant stream of income for 
the city.

Canales asked if the city 
collects property tax and sales 
tax. City Manager William 

Rawlings said the city does not 
collect or control the property 
tax. What it receives is based 
on a  very convoluted formu-
la from the state. Concerning 
sales tax, he said the city gets 
a little less than 1 percent of 
the total sales tax collected in 
Artesia.  

Canales said that $10 
more a month per household 
meant that many more resourc-
es could be added to the com-
munity, such as additional pub-
lic safety or a new community 
center or street lights.  He said 
it would give the city a steady 
income stream. “We have to 
start somewhere,” he stated.

Councilmember Sally 
Flowers said she is glad it is 
a general tax. She expressed 
concern about seniors with 
fixed income and low income 
families and questioned wheth-
er 5 percent was too high.

Councilmember Manalo 
said that the estimated $41 
million that would be raised 
with a 5 percent utility tax 
would represent a more con-
stant source of revenue for the 
city as opposed to what they 
have had in the past. 

He also said Artesia could 

ABC Fun Run Is a Success

Cerritos Parks and Recreation Commissioners Jack Reidy, Cindy Yen Chen, Brad Beach and Ken Cha join 
Mayor Pro Tem Carol Chen, Mayor Mark Pulido and Councilmembers Bruce Barrows, George Ray and Dr. 
Joseph Cho at the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the new playgound equipment at Heritage Park. After the 
ceremony, many local children enjoyed playing on it.   

Artesia Celebrates a Taste of India
By Jerry Bernstein

It was late afternoon and 
Pioneer Boulevard in Artesia 
began to fill, as the city’s Little 
India Community celebrated “A 
Taste of India.” The street was 
closed between 183rd Street 
south to the city’s border.

Booths were set up, run-
ning down the center of the 
street featuring an array of 
lentils, vegetables, and flours 
on display, as well as intricate 
saris and jewelry.

Many of the restaurants 
had booths featuring samples 
of their menus. The food was 
tasty, and the workers in the 
booths were more than happy 
to describe the foods from their 
extensive menus. An interest-
ing factor when exploring the 

markets is in some stores there 
is no meat. This reminds cus-
tomers of the “Sacred Cow” 
in the Hindu and Muslim reli-
gions, where Indians don’t eat 
pork or beef.

Several stores, including 
Sona Sari Palace and Sheela 
Jewelers and Boutigue dis-
played intricate saris and jew-
elry that even the most West-
ernized of woman could enjoy. 

Some of the smaller shops of-
fered 20 bangles for $10.

As the afternoon turned 
into early evening, both the 
food booths and restaurants 
began to fill up with  family 
and friends coming together 
for an evening meal. 

Entertainment was provid-
ed with live music on a stage 
set up at Pioneer Boulevard 
and 187th Street.

Two women examine saris on display during the Taste of India June 21. 

Excited that the 5K run has begun, Arlene Riddick #355 and Isabel 
Deladillog #102, wearing bright pink shirts, wave to the crowd. The 
ABC Fun Run, which was held on June 21 at the Los Cerritos Center, 
was organized by the ABC Education Foundation to raise money for 
the ABC Unified School District. Many business sponsors also con-
tributed to the event.   
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By Jerry Bernstein

The City of Hawaiian 
Gardens awarded $48,000 in 
higher education scholarships 
to Hawaiian Gardens youth 
and adults on June 7 at the 
city’s annual Scholarship Din-
ner held at the C. Robert Lee 
Activity Center. 

It is a keystone priority of 
the City Council to annually 
present scholarship awards 
to determined and financially 
challenged residents in their 
pursuit of improving the lives 
of the city’s youth and fami-
lies.

To be considered for 
awards, candidates’ attributes 
taken into consideration in-
clude, but are not limited, to 
grade point average, past civic 
participation, demonstrated 
financial need, poise, positive 
attitude, networking skills and 
professional appearance.

This year’s recipients are 
part of three different scholar-
ship programs - Student, Adult 
and Miss Hawaiian Gardens.  
Their names and the amounts 
they were awarded are listed in 
the following chart.

The theme this summer 
for all readers is “Wild About 
Reading!” This program is 
sponsored by the Friends of 
the Cerritos Library, who will 
provide book prizes and other 
incentives to encourage every-
one to enjoy reading during the 
summer. For more information, 
please call (562) 916-1343.

•  Children’s Summer Read-
ing Program  Ages 0 -11 years

To be eligible for book 
prizes and other incentives, 
children must read at least 30 
minutes a day.
Young Adult Summer 
•  Reading Program  
Ages 12- 17 years  
•  Adult Reading Program 
Ages 18 years/Older

To be eligible for book 
prizes and other incentives, 
adult and young adult read-
ers must complete four books, 
either fiction or non-fiction in 
any language.

CERRITOS RESIDENT 
EVENT REGISTRATION 
starts Tuesday, July 1 at 10 
a.m., through eConnect at 
www.cerritos.us/library, or 
in person at the Reservation 
Desk. Phone registration starts 
Wednesday, July 2 at 10 am - 
call (562) 916-1388.

NON-RESIDENT EVENT 
REGISTRATION 
starts Tuesday, July 8 at 10 am, 
on-line through eConnect, in 
person or by phone.

To register for these pro-
grams, patrons must be in the 
City’s class registration data-
base and have obtained a cli-
ent barcode and PIN number.

View and/or download 
the Summer Reading Program 
Event Schedule at http://menu.
ci.cerritos.ca.us/srpInfo.html.

Cerritos Library
S U M M E R  
R E A D I N G  

Hawaiian Gardens Awards $48,000
in Scholarships to Local Students

Adult Scholarship Winners

Youth Scholarship Winners

Youth Scholarship Recipients - Academics
Victor Esquivel, $500; Griselda Sifuentes, $500; Ser-

gio Rojas, $500; Perla Sepulvedea, $500; Alfredo, $1,000; 
Andrew Walsh, $1000; Cintia Arewchiga, $1500;  and 
Abrar Haque, $2,000. Grand Prize scholarship recipient 
was Min Jung Kim, $2,500.

Youth Scholarship Recipients - Athletics
Jesus Archiga, $500; Alexis Arias, $500; David 

Garibay, $500; Neal Jasso, $500; Wvaldo Juarez, $500; 
Jessica Macias, $1,000; Jose Soto, $1,000;  Cesar Espar-
za, $1,500; and Rushabh Dalwadi, $2,000. Grand Prize 
Scholarship recipient was Ari Claro, $2,500.

Youth Civics
Maria Lopez, $500; Esly Martinez, $500; Ivonne 

Martinez, $500; Maria Leon, $1,000; Eric Tovar, $1,000; 
Courtney Soung, $1,500; and Michelle Alejandra Arech-
iga, $2,000. Grand Prize scholarship recipient was Mina 
Kim, $2,500.

Adult Scholarship Recipients
Sandra Crus, $500; Jose de Jesus Esparza, $500; 

Yvonne Aide Gonzlaez, $500; Mariana Jacome, $500; 
Jaview Macias, $500; Carolina Navor, $500; Veroncia 
Prado, $500; Arceli Rodriguez, $500; Cecilia Sepulveda, 
$500; Sara Shams, $500; Adyery Tlahuel, $500; Nataly 
Haro, $1,000; Cristian Cabadas, $1,500; Adilene Rios 
$1,500; Alfredo Aviles, $2,000; and Osvaldo Dela Rosa, 
$2,000.

Miss Hawaiian Gardens
Austri Gaona; $500, Evelia Romero, $500; Princess 

Alexandra Hernandez, $1,000; and Miss Hawaiian Gar-
dens Monica Rodriguez, $2,000.

The Cerritos City Council 
honored Niemes Elementary 
School student Celine Chen, 
who earned the Girl Scout 
Gold Award.

Chen’s winning project in-
volved designing a composting 

Niemes Student Wins Girl Scout Award
program for the sixth-graders 
at the elementary school and 
training the gardening club 
on proper maintenance of the 
composting bin. Chen spent 
approximately 80 hours on the 
project.



LOCAL NEWS
COMMUNITYcalendar

        June 26, 2014                                                                            Page 3

ARTESIA:
Free Summer Food Program for Children at Artesia Parks
June 23 - Aug. 29
All children age 18 and under are welcome to participate 
in the free breakfast (9-10 a.m. at Artesia Park & 9:30 - 
10:30 a.m. at AJ Padelford Park). The lunch program is 
available (12:30-1:30 p.m. at Artesia park & 12:30 - 1:45 at 
AJ Padelford Park. Meals are served Monday-Friday. Call 
(562) 860-3361 for Artesia Park and (562) 407-1723 for 
Padelford Park.

Teen Program Excursion to East West Ice Palace
June 30  •  2 – 4:30 p.m. AJ Padelford Park & North Artesia 
Community Center,  11870 169th St.  $11 per person
Call 562-407-1723 for more information.

4th of July
July 4  •  Artesia Park  
18750 Clarkdale Ave.  
Fireworks Show at 9 p.m. 
Over-the-line tournament begins on Thursday night and 
finishes Friday afternoon. Register early. Enjoy family time 
with a barbeque at many of the picnic locations throughout 
the park and join the Family Obstacle Course competition. 
The kids can also enjoy the Spray Pool in the afternoon. 
See the summer Park Bench News for details for each 
activity.

CERRITOS:
41st Annual Let Freedom Ring Celebration
July 4  •  4-9 p.m.  Cerritos Civic Center
Food & Game Booths, Entertainment, Rides, etc.
Fireworks Spectacular at 9 p.m. For more information, 
please see the ad on Page 12.

Grandparents Month Activity
July 11  •  Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park

HAWAIIAN GARDENS:
4th Annual Over the Line Tournament 
June 28  •  10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Fedde Sports Complex

Team Rules:  4 players per team, must be at least 
16 years old, $20 fee per team  •  Sign Up Today! at 
C. Robert Lee Activity Center, 21815 Peioneer Blvd.                                 
(562) 420-2641 ext. 229

(Above) Lakewood Captain Merrill Ladenheim (fourth from left) and 
sheriff deputies prepare for the “Taste of India” Celebration in Artesia’s 
Little India on Pioneer Boulevard.  (Right) Bungie jumping was a favor-
ite for youngsters attending the festival.

Artesia Celebrates a Taste of India

Flags of the Philippines, the United States, Katipunan Revolutionary gov-
ernment, Organizing Committee, among others are hoisted during the cele-
bration of the 116th Philippine Independence Day in the City of Cerritos.

Philippine Consul General Leo M. Herrera-Lim delivers his inspirational 
speech as others on stage listen: Cerritos Sheriff Station Captain Keith 
Swensson, actor Dante Basco who also served as master of ceremonies, 
Bellflower Mayor Sonny Santa Ines, Cerritos Mayor Mark E. Pulido, ABC 
School Board Member Armin Reyes, Carson Mayor Pro tem Elito San-
tarina, and Artesia Councilman and former Mayor Victor Manalo. 

Philippine Independence Celebration  
Is Moving Tribute to Their Heroes

By Jerry Bernstein

It was June 24, 2005. 
Sheriff Deputy Jerry Ortiz 
had gone to a house on 123rd 
Street in Hawaiian Gardens 
to question a woman about a 
shooting that had taken place 
the day before. As he spoke to 
the woman, who had partially 
opened the door, the suspect 
in the previous day’s shooting 
and who was hiding behind 
the door, fired his gun through 
a crack in the door and killed 
him. 

The suspect, a member 
of the Vero Gang,then fled 
into a house three doors away. 
Deputies found him hiding in 
a bathtub three hours later. In 
April 2007, the suspect was 
found guilty of capital murder 
and sentenced to death,

Since then, sheriff depu-
ties have gathered at the site 
every June 24 in remembrance 

of Deputy Ortiz. A second and  
more formal memorial service 
is held at the city’s memorial 
adjacent to the city library on 
Carson. Both sites had floral 
wreaths placed there.

Sheriff deputies and offi-
cers who worked with Deputy 
Ortiz said he was well liked 
and loved by his fellow depu-
ties. 

He was a boxer and 
worked with youngsters when 
not on duty. “Everyone liked 

A Deputy is Remembered by his Comrades

him,” said officers and depu-
ties who knew him.”

Deputy Ortiz had served 
with the Los Angeles Sheriff’s 
Depatment for 15 years. He 
was assigned to the Anti-Gang 
Unit. He is survived by his 
wife, two sons, and mother. He 
is buried in Calvary Cemetery 
in Los Angeles.

The question of holding 
two memorial serves in Ha-
waiian Gardens on the anni-

By Dan E. Nino

It was moving. It was 
touching. Filipino Americans 
showed their civic and patri-
otic pride as they celebrated 
for the first time the Philippine 
Independence Day at the Cer-
ritos Civic Center on June 14.

Attending the 116th In-
dependence Day celebration 
were: Cerritos Mayor Mark 
Pulido, Bellflower Mayor Son-
ny Santa Ines, former Artesia 
Mayor and current Councilman 
Victor Manalo, Carson Mayor 
Pro Tem Elito Santarina and 
former ABC Unified School 
District Board President and 
current Board Member Armin 
Reyes and Philippine Consul 
General Leo M. Herrera-Lim 
from Los Angeles.

Captain Keith Swensson 
of the Cerritos Sheriff’s Sta-
tion joined in the celebration 
and introduced Lieutenant 
Eduardo Arnaldo from the sta-
tion, who is Filipino. 

Three descendants of the 
Philippine revolution were 
honored for the heroism of 

          See Deputy Ortiz Page 10

 See Philippine Page 9
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Letters 
to the Editor
The Gateway Guardian 
encourages submission 
of Letters to the Editor.

•  Letters must be no more than 
200 words, typed and double 
spaced or sent electronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by the 
author and must include the 
author’s address and phone 
number.
•  Opinions expressed in let-
ters do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Gateway 
Guardian staff.
•  The editors reserve the right to 
refuse or edit editorial content, 
without notice, for length, gram-
mar, clarity or libelous statements.     
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By Jerry Bernstein

As We Put the Front Foot Down, 
We Lift the Back Foot Up

A Note from the Publisher

By Melinda Kimsey

School Is Out;  Time for Some Summer Fun!

“Well,” my Friend from 
Fruitcake, Florida said as he 
walked into the office, “ I see 
where the Artesia City Coun-
cil is going to put a Utility Tax 
on the November ballot for the 
residents to vote on. Do you 
think it will be approved?

“That’s hard to say,” I re-
plied.” 

How much will that cost 
the residents?” he asked.

“I believe about $10 more 
a month.”

“My Friend from Fruit-
cake, Florida looked at me. 
“Hasn’t the council put a util-
ity tax before the residents be-
fore and hasn’t it been turned 
down?”

“Several times over the 
years,” I replied, “but if the 
residents want their kids to 
have a city park to play in and 
ball fields for the city’s little 
league teams, good roads and 
additional police protection, 
they’ll vote for it. Ten dollars 
a month isn’t going to make 
or break a family’s budget,” I 
said.

“You’re right about that,” 
he said. “By the way, what did 
you think about the Cerritos 
budget?”

“It’s big,” I answered.
“That it is,” he said, paus-

ing a moment before he con-
tinued. “You know, “I won-
der if the governor and state 
legislature realize how much 
financial havoc they caused 
when they closed down the 
state’s Redevelopment Agen-
cies? Cerritos survived, but 
many cities in the state are still 
struggling.”

“I know, but the League of 
California Cities and the Con-
tract Cities, which Cerritos  
belongs to have gone to court 
to battle over the grabbing 
of local revenue by the state. 
They’ve won a few and lost a 
few,” I said. 

“The big win for the cities 
was when the Board of Eqal-
ization ruled the Department 
of Finance couldn’t take sales 
tax money from the cities. This 
was in response to the Califor-
nia Superior Court ruling in 
Sacramento that the taking of 
the sales tax from cities violat-
ed the state constitution. In the 
case of Cerritos, that would 
have been one-third of its an-
nual budget.”

“Isn’t that their main 
source of revenue?” he asked.

“Yep,” I answered. “Time 
will tell how it works out.”

“Well, he said, back in 
Fruitcake we don’t have these 
problems. That’s not to say ev-
eryone is happy with  the Gov-
ernor and State Legislature. 
Our last two governors have 
been Republican. Before that 
we had a Democrat in office. 
Unlike California, we seem 
to balance things out, but not 
everyone is happy when their 
candidate fails to get elected.”

“You know, “I said, “it’s 
like when Florida and Florida  
State play against each other 
on the football field or USC 
and UCLA. When the game is 
over we eventually accept the 
results even if we’re not happy 
about it. ”

“Well, I just dropped by to 
say hello,” he said, as he got 
up from his chair. “Do you 
think Florida State will go un-
defeated next season?”

“Football is like politics,” 
I replied. “I hope so, but you 
never know what tomorrow 
will bring.”

“True,” he said as he 
walked out the door. 

A Certificate of Recognition was presented to members of the Cerritos 
Rod and Gun Club for their donation of a State of the Art Television Set 
to the city’s AJ Padelford Park Teen Center and for their volunteer work at 
the annual Fishing Derby held at the Cerritos County Park. Approximately 
100 Artesia youngsters participated in the fishing derby sponsored by Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Don Knabe. The Derby is the largest one in 
Los Angeles County.

Cerritos Rod and Gun Club 
Recognized by Artesia Council

Greetings, friends and 
neighbors! Well, all that I can 
say is… SCHOOL’S OUT 
FOR SUMMER! I know the 
teachers are happy and so are 
the parents. 

For the teachers, no more 
recess duty, no more tests, no 
more grading papers, and en-
tering grades into the comput-
er. For parents, no more home-
work, no more making lunches 
and no more hectic getting 
ready in the morning. Wow, 
does it get better than that?

Now is the time for visit-
ing the Aquarium of the Pa-
cific, the Los Angeles  Zoo, 
the Discovery Center, and the 
Natural History Museum. Let’s 
not forget Knott’s, Disney-
land, and going to the beach!  I 
love the beach. My grandkids 
and I have so much fun at Seal 
Beach. We go shopping, we 
have lunch, and we look for 
sea shells. It is a great time to 
hang out together.

A friend of mine likes to 
take the train from Fullerton 
and go to some of the local 
spots down the coast with her 

kids. I haven’t done that yet, 
but it sounds like a good time 
for everyone. Also, there is a 
lot to do if you want to spend 
a few days going up the coast 
to San Luis Obispo and Santa 
Barbara. We are very fortunate 
to live in Southern California. 
Lots of fun places to go. 

This is also a good time 
to consider doing some volun-
teering. The City of Cerritos, 
as well as the City of Artesia 
and the City of Hawaiian Gar-
dens, has some great volunteer 
opportunities. 

There are some really fun 
times for teenagers, too. The 
city calendars are just full of fun 
activities for people of all ages 
during the summer and volun-
teer opportunities as well. 

Let’s not forget the fabu-
lous concerts in the parks. We 
have the places and times of 
the concerts in the community 
calendar. This is such a great 
chance to gather with friends 
and family and enjoy some 
music and some barbeque or 
fried chicken or orange chick-
en or whatever you like!  If 
you go to the concert in the 
park at Heritage Park, there 
are vendors selling all sorts of 
food items at a very reasonable 
prices, too.  

Now let’s get serious about 
sports. Now that the hockey 
season is over and the Kings 
won the Stanley Cup, some 
folks might say, what can top 
that? How about baseball? 
Yes, it is the time for the boys 

of summer, not to mention the 
girls of summer, too. Lots of 
baseball games to enjoy, both 
professional and local teams. 

Did I mention swimming, 
fishing, hiking, and camping?  
There are just so many things 
to do during summer – too 
many to list here. Don’t forget 
the California road trip! 

So, whatever you enjoy or 
if you are looking to try some-
thing new, be safe and send us 
some photos. We have some 
new advertisers with us, and I 
would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank them for their 
support and confidence in the 
Gateway Guardian. As always, 
happy trails!
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Certificate of Recognition 
Presented to SAJARA

The Artesia City Council presented a Certificate of Recognition to Anu 
Jain, Director of Operations and Outreach of SAJARA, South Asian Hel-
pline and Referral Agency, for its contributions to the community. Formed 
in 1991, the agency served more than 200 victims of domestic violence 
during its first 10 months.

Cerritos Heritage Park Tot Lot (HPTL) is a parent 
run co-operative preschool program, Monday through 
Friday 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Students are prepared for Kindergarten through 
teacher time, crafts, music, and playtime. Additional 
activities include monthly field trips, monthly birthday 
parties, culture days, career days and seasonal parties.

Parents are required to work one morning per week per 
child and attend a monthly meeting. Please call Wendy 
Llamas @ (562) 457-0883.

18600 Bloomfield Ave. 
Cerritos

www.HPTL.org

By Larry Caballero

When Dr. Shin Liu hosted 
her kick-off event for re-elec-
tion to the Cerritos College 
Board of Trustees June 22 at 
the Harvest Haven Communi-
ty Services Center, more than 
100 guests attended to show 
their support.

It was not much of a sur-
prise to them when long-time 
Cerritos College Board of 
Trustees member Bob Arthur 
spoke passionately about Liu’s 
dedication to the College and 
to the students who have en-
rolled there.

“Dr. Liu cares about edu-
cation, and she has made a dif-
ference in the lives of so many 
students. It is an honor for 
me to support her for another 
term on the Cerritos College 
Board.”

ABC School Board Presi-
dent Sophia Tse agreed.  “Res-
idents deserve the very best.  
I support Dr. Liu because I 
know she will work very hard 
to make Cerritos College the 
very best college it can be.”

“We deserve the best qual-
ified candidate for this posi-
tion, and that would definitely 
be Dr. Shin Liu,” said ABC 
Board Member Celia Spitzer.

Former Cerritos Mayors 
Grace Hu and Laura Lee were 
also very pleased to endorse 

Attending Dr. Shin Liu’s kick-off party to support her for re-election to the 
Cerritos College Board of Trustees were (l-r) ABC School Board President 
Sophia Tse, Boardmember Celia Spitzer, former Cerritos Mayor Laura  
Lee, Dr. Shin Liu, Cerritos College Boardmember Bob Arthur, former Cer-
ritos Mayor Grace Hu and ABC Boardmember Olympia Chen.

ABC Fun Run/Walk, Wellness Fair 
Attrects More Than 800 Runners 

Liu, and they reminded every-
one that in the past five years, 
under Dr. Liu’s watch, the 
College has built or renovated 
21 projects, and the design of 
the new buildings meet the 
technology needs of today’s 
students. Cerritos College has 
also increased the number of 
associate degrees and certifi-
cates awarded by 7 percent 
while remaining financially 
sound.

Boardmember Arthur said, 
“Dr. Liu and I, along with our 
colleagues on the Board, have 
implemented a five-year plan 
to eliminate a structural deficit 
caused by reductions in prop-
erty taxes and State categori-
cal funding.”

Dr. Liu thanked her sup-
porters and said, “I am run-
ning for re-election because I 
want to continue to help make 
Cerritos College even better, 
to ensure taxpayer money is 
used properly, and to secure 
equal opportunity education 
for our community. As a col-
lege professor myself, I truly 
care about college students.”

Liu works as a tenured 
professor of Computer Sci-
ence at Rio Hondo College, 
with extensive field expertise 
as a Microsoft Certified Soft-
ware Engineer, Cisco Certified 
Network Engineer and Black-
board Certified Trainer. 

www.nsc.org/pages/home.aspx
BRE 00972527

The ABC Education Foun-
dation’s second annual Into 
the Summer Fun Run/Walk & 
Wellness Fair on June 21 was 
a success. More than $53,000 
in total revenues was raised, 
with an additional $19,500 
provided as in-kind support 
from sponsors; net proceeds 
raised nearly $30,000.  

Major sponsors, including 
Los Cerritos Center; Kaiser 
Permanente; State Farm In-
surance; Atkinson, Andelson, 
Loya, Ruud & Romo; Brown-
ing Automotive Group; Intelli-
Flex; and LBS Financial Cred-

it Union were among 83 com-
munity sponsors contributing 
to the event’s success.  

“The proceeds from this 
Fun Run will support the Foun-
dation’s grants to teachers and 
schools, or will go directly to 
pay for student supplies, such 
as back packs and school ne-
cessities,” stated local busi-
nesswoman Cindy Yen Chen, 
president of the ABC Educa-
tion Foundation Board.  

“This is an amazing com-
munity building event for the 
ABC community,” stated Fun 
Run Co-Chair Melinda Or-
tiz, Principal at ABC’s Nixon 
Academy.  

“Over 100 volunteers re-
ally made a difference in mak-
ing the event fun and safe,” 
said Meg Jimenez, Fun Run 
Co-Chair and Principal at Ni-
emes Elementary.  

The ABC Fun Run had 
nearly 500 5K participants. 
Age and gender winners from 
ages 5 to 70+ were provided 
beautiful trophies, and all 5K 

ABC Board Members Endorse 
Liu for Cerritos College Board

participants received medals. 
The 2K run/walk attracted 

nearly 300 participants and 
more than 100 children ages 
5-10 ran in the Kid’s Run. In 
addition, hundreds of local 
residents attended a wellness 
fair providing free health, den-
tal, and other screenings and 
enjoyed free entertainment.  

Entertainment included 
“The School Tour,” Ling’s 
Dance Academy, the JC Foun-
dation Lion Dance and ABC 
parent Ed Chau, who played 
Bagpipes as he led the runners 
to the start line.

The event’s Wellness Fair 
included:  Kaiser Permanente 
Downey, The Indian Pharma-
cists Association of California, 
Ostrow School of Dentistry 

Meg Jimenez, principal at Niemes Elementary and Fun Run Co-chair; 
Melinda Ortiz, principal at Nixon Academy and Fun Run Co-chair: Terri 
Villa-McDowell, ABC Education Foundation Executive Director and As-
semblymember Cristina Garcia show their excitement at the Fun Run.

of USC, along with 45 other 
sponsors.  

WINNERS:
Male Category

1st - Andrew Shen 
Cerritos 

2nd - Mariana Ramirez 
Santa Ana 

3rd - Enrique Santoyo 
Santa Ana  

Female Category:
1st - Lucina Vincent 

Brea 
2nd - Catherine Luo 

Cerritos 
3rd - Alli Zamora 

Santa Ana 
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Getting ready to collect donations for Muscular Dystrophy are Firefighter Jerry Guzzette and 
Captain Dan Murchison from Station #98 in Bellflower. Along with firefighters from Sta-
tion #30 in Cerritos, they approached passing cars on the corner of Artesia and Pioneer and 
asked people to help “Fill the Boot.” During a three-day period, from June 12-14, firefighters 
throughout Los Angeles County participated in this fundraiser, which benefits the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association.

Firefighters Ask Passers-by to ‘Fill the Boot’

By Janet Beach

Vintage Cerritos, which 
provides independent senior 
living and assisted living for 
people 60 years and over, 
held its annual Father’s Day 
BBQ in the patio area of the 
facility on June 12. 

Approximately 300 
people attended, including 
Vintage residents and their 
family members and friends. 
Everyone enjoyed hamburg-
ers and hot dogs, along with 
peach cobbler and banana 
pudding for dessert.

Executive Director Lau-
ra Trujillo, Assistant Direc-
tor Olga Longoria and Sales 
Director Kris Schero wel-
comed everyone to the event 
and presented certificates to 
a few VIPs, including Rayn-
bow and Cadillac Vasquez of 
the car club, Viejitos of Or-
ange County. Many classic 
cars were on display for the 
visitors to enjoy. 

After dinner, Bangor Big 
Band from Pico Rivera, led 
by James Bangor, played mu-
sic, while the guests danced. 
The sponsor of the Big Band 
was Bruce Mulhearn, owner 
of Berkshire Hathaway Home 
Services California Properties.

Bondi Grill House
Vintage Cerritos Holds Father’s Day BBQ

Nishi

 

on your 
Kindergarten 
Graduation 
from Carver 
Elementary!

Congratulations, Madison!

 Love, Noah
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ASHOKA THE GREAT

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701562-809-4229

 

COME JOIN US FOR A DRINK!

BEST LUNCH 
BUFFET IN 

TOWN!

Indian Cuisine

12612 South Street, Cerritos 
(Corner of South & Bloomfield)

www.ave3pizza.com 562-865-9215

CATERING
SPECIALS!

2 Large - 2 Topping Pizzas
2 Buffalo Wings (full size)

2 Large Dinner Salads
10 Canned Sodas or Waters

Serves 10 People

$49
With this coupon. One coupon per person, per visit. 
Not valid with other offers. Offer expires 7/31/14.

$70 Value!

A Taste of Two Cities

 

Our family took us to the 
newly opened Bondi Grill in 
Bella Terra, Huntington Beach 
for Father's Day. It has deep 
Australian roots since the first 
flagship restaurant opened at 
the iconic Bondi Beach on 
the coast of Australia. It soon 
spread across Australia with 
its South African-influenced 
cuisine, featuring special bast-
ing sauces and mixed spices. 

Bondi is the owners’ first 
international venture as they 
bring their distinctive culinary 
style to California.

The décor is modern and 
sleek and has that open out-
door and indoor atmosphere-
with high and low wooden 
tables and chairs decorated 
with a small succulent plant 
on each table. The silverware 
is heavy, and the long and nar-
row “metal” folding fan menus 
presented to us are interesting 
and certainly one of a kind.   

Even the tap water (from 
Huntington Beach as the serv-

different Bondi Burgers, Ribs 
- like the Bondisaurus Pork 
Ribs (half or full rack), Baby 
Back Ribs, and Portuguese 
Chicken, and for dessert, the 
Sticky Date Pudding. 

One of the family members 
ordered the Bondisaurus Pork 
Ribs, which were GIGANTIC, 
and it was only half a rack. We 
ordered the Baby Back Ribs; 
the meat just fell off the bones 
and the sauce was perfect. 

They gave us complimen-
tary Boerewors (sausages) 
with Monkey Gland Sauce. It 
tasted like a tangy barbeque 
sauce with spices - not our fa-
vorite. Our daughter also or-
dered two appetizers to share, 
the Salt & Pepper Calamari 
and the Roasted Artichokes. 
Both were not too memorable.

On the whole, the burg-
ers were fine, it was written 
on the menu that their burgers 
are made with premium certi-
fied Angus Beef, 100 percent 
vegetarian fed, hormone and 
antibiotic free, chargrilled at 
825 degrees and basted in their 
proprietary sauce.

Our server was efficient 
but foods came out slowly 
one after another, even though 
they were not busy at the time. 
When the bill came, that was 
when our kids were complain-
ing about how “pricey” it was 
since they were the ones that 
had to deal with it. Well, Hap-
py Father's Day, Dad.

The Crab Cooker has two 
locations – the original one in 
Newport Beach opened 64 
years ago, and the one in Tu-
stin opened for 21 years ago.  
We decided to go to the one in 
Tustin because it is closer.  

The décor has big sharks 
and other fish hanging from 
the ceiling and an open grill 
near the entrance where they 
cook all the seafood. We figure 

the one in Newport probably is 
more like a fish market since 
they are near the beach, so it is 
more casual. 

It is a bit strange to see a 
restaurant like this in  middle 
of town no where near the 
beach. We were seated prompt-
ly in the second dining room. 
Sure enough, it is a very ca-
sual family-style seafood res-
taurant where they serve you 
with nothing but plastic uten-
sils and paper cups and plates, 
along with a paper placemat 
that reads “Eat Lots A Fish.” 

Also on the table is a jar 
of bread sticks and their home-
made cracker balls in a plastic 
container. 

The server was most ef-

ficient and we could tell she 
had been doing this for a long 
time. The menu is simple and 
limited. In fact, we found it ex-
pensive for this type of casual 
place especially the Alaskan 
King Crab, which are fresh, 
but are they worth $42.50 for 
lunch? 

We ordered two cups 
of their “World's Best Clam 
Chowder” and were disap-
pointed that they only served 
Manhattan Style (no New 
England that we love). On top 
of  that, the clams were very 
chewy, although there were 
lots of them. 

One of us chose the Shrimp 
and Scallops on a Skewer (yes, 
only one) that comes with 
cole slaw and Romano potato 
for $14.25, the other had the 
Halibut (fresh fish of the day) 
with the same two sides. With 
one glass of wine, the total 
bill came to more than $50. 
We can't imagine what the bill 
would come to if we had or-
dered crab claws or lobster, and 
they are all served on plastic! 
No dishwasher needed here.

Although the service is 
excellent and the seafood we 
ordered was fine, the clam 
chowder was one of the worst 
and the Romano potato was 
not our favorite either. We pre-
fer not to be served with paper 
goods unless it is “take out” or 
at the beach, certainly not for 
that kind of price.

er remarked) is served in their 
own glass bottles. We were 
seated immediately at a long 
high table in the corner, one 
side with soft booth backing 
while the other side had high 
level chairs. 

We ordered the Desert 
Pear fresh squeezed lemonade, 
which is pinkish at the bottom 
and white on top. Not only 

was it delicious and refresh-
ing but also very pleasing to 
the eye. Other drinks the fam-
ily ordered were flavored ice 
teas, like the Elderflower and 
Mango/Guava/Ginger and, of 
course, they also have beer on 
tap and white wine.

Their famous dishes are 

By William & Selene Lee

 
Crab CookerBondi Grill House

Huntington Beach Tustin

 Recently we went to two 
different restaurants in two dif-
ferent cities that are as differ-
ent as day and night, yin and 
yang. They are the Bondi Grill 
House in Huntington Beach 
and the Crab Cooker in New-
port Beach & Tustin. 

The former just opened a 
few months ago, and the latter 
64 years ago in Newport Beach 
and 21 years ago in Tustin.

Ave 3 catered the Heritage 
Park Tot Lot Graduation

(562) 860-8818

WORLD CUP 
Special Prices! 
Food & Drinks!

Come enjoy 
the World Cup 

with us!
11435 South St., Cerritos, California 90703
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The 34th La Palma Fit-
ness Run for Fun will be held 
on July 4 starting at 7:30 a.m. 
near La Palma’s Central Park, 
7821 Walker Street. 

This event features a com-
petitive 5K Run, 10K Run, and 
a competitive 5K Walk. 

Parents can also introduce 
their children to the joy of run-
ning in the non-competitive 
Yankee Doodle Dash for par-
ticipants’ ages 2 to 12 years old.

Participants are encouraged 
to register online prior to June 
30 to receive a discount and 
commemorative t-shirt. There-
after, participants must register 
on race day starting at 6 a.m.

The La Palma Fitness Run 
for Fun is sponsored by: La 
Palma Intercommunity Hospi-
tal, Rosendin Electric, EDCO/
Park Disposal, Care Ambu-
lance Service, West Coast Ar-
borist, and Multi-Sales Com-
pany.

For more information, in-
cluding pricing and registra-
tion, please visit the Run For 
Fun webpage or call (714) 
690-3350.

La Palma 
Fitness Run

Dear Duchess,
I am so pleased 
that I graduated 
from obedience 
school!!! I even 

graduated Magnum Cum Bark. 
It was so much fun giving the 
Valedictorian speech.  Where 
do you think I should go with 
my mommie for my gradua-
tion dinner?
Top Grad from Cerritos

Dear Top,
I would highly suggest going 
to Lazy Dog in the Los Cer-
ritos Center. They have the 
BEST outside patio for dog-
gies and their families. They 

provide fresh water, and you 
can bring your own snacks. It 
just doesn’t get better than that. 
Bone-Appetite! 
P.S. Are you bringing that 
adorable stud muffin Brutus? 
          Duchess

Dear Duchess,
I am so excited 
about the 4th of 
July festivities. 
Most cities pro-

hibit fireworks, so the day is 
filled with the sweet smells of 
bar-be-que. Where are we go-
ing and what should I wear?
Princess Patriotic in Artesia

Dear Princess,
My mommie made me a fabu-
lous 4th of July outfit with lots 
of sequins and lace. Just let me 
know if you want her to make 
you an outfit, too.  I think we 
should go to Heritage Park in 
Cerritos where they just put 
in that new playground equip-
ment. Maybe, our mommies 
could bring us some special 
treats from Petco. They have 
the best doggie cookies.  
        Duchess                  

Duchess is a gorgeous, 5-year-
old English bulldog who loves 
her mistress and cookies. She 
is in the process of writing her 
autobiography.

By Larry Caballero

La Palma Kiwanis mem-
bers welcomed Su Casa Exec-
utive Director Vicki Doolittle 
at their weekly breakfast meet-
ing June 12 at the La Palma In-
tercommunity Hospital 

Doolittle spoke on the 
need to increase awareness of 
the serious problems that do-
mestic violence, in any form, 
brings to families.

Doolittle said that an in-
creasing number of victims are 
calling their hotline numbers 

La Palma Kiwanis 
Welcomes Su Casa 

Welcoming Su Casa Executive Director Vicki Doolittle (center) at their 
weekly breakfast meeting were (l-r) Kiwanis Program Chair Michele Steg-
gell and President John Theilen.

and are being housed at their 
emergency and transitional 
shelters.

Su Casa ~ Ending Do-
mestic Violence is a nonprofit, 
community-based organiza-
tion dedicated to the philoso-
phy that every individual has 
the right to live free from vio-
lence or the threat of violence.

Its mission is to empower 
individuals and families to live 
free from domestic abuse and 
build partnerships with com-
munities to end domestic vio-
lence.

P i o n e e r  RV  S t o r a g e
Motorhomes, Boats & Trailers

Lighted  •  Fenced  •  Paved
Dump Station

16703 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90703

(562) 924-1583
www.RVStorage.com

By Jerry Bernstein

Glenda Oliba, Acura Cli-
ent Relations Manager, ex-
plained that the mini library at 
the Cerritos Acura Car Dealer-
ship, is open to the public.

 It is run in cooperation 
with the ABC Unified School 
District’s  program, BASES, 

which stands for Business As-
sisting Schools in Educating 
Students.

Together, Cerritos Acura 
and ABC have partnered to 
support literacy for both youth 
and adults. The goal is to focus 
on reading, with the public in-
vited to visit Acura, select the 
books, take them home and 

Book Fair Opens at Cerritos Acura

Cerritos Acura Manager Rick Walter holds up a children’s book entitled 
“Hot Red Hamster” in book display open to the community at the Acura 
Dealership in the Cerritos Auto Square. 

keep them as long as they need 
them. When the books are re-
turned, they may check out ad-
ditional ones.

The program’s goal is to 
encourage the community to 
share a book with a student 
attending the ABC Unified 
School District, which will pro-
mote literacy among our youth 
and to encourage reading.

The program is also set up 
to help ABC schools with their 
library. If one or more books 
are purchased, a portion of the 
proceeds will be donated to 
the schools.

Books may be purchased 
for $2 and up. Newer books 
may be purchased at a 20 per-
cent discount, and older books 
at 50 percent off the regular 
price. Acura customers who 
buy books may donate them to 
the schools. The Acura library 
is open to the public from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. daily.

Honoring two 1st CEB Meritorious Marines at the Cerritos Sheraton Hotel 
on June 21 are: Chris Tierheimer, Cpl Sean Roberts, Councilman Bruce 
Barrows, LCp Tate Trapp, Sherman Kappe (host), Sgt Arnold Alejo, Doro-
thy Owen (1st CEB Adoption Committee President), Councilwoman Carol 
Chen, Laurie Forward, and Mary Ann Tierheimer.

1st CEB Marines Honored



         June 26, 2014                                                                           Page 9LOCAL NEWS

By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Enjoying the Extremes of Niagra Falls -  Part 2
Around and About 

Upcoming Golf Tournaments:
 

15th Annual Donald E. Schultze Memorial Golf 
Tournament - Hawaiian Gardens

Enjoy a great day of golf while supporting youth programs 
in the City of Hawaiian Gardens at the 15th Annual Donald E. 
Schultze Memorial Golf Tournament scheduled for June 30, 2014 
at Los Coyotes Country Club in Buena Park. 

It's for the Kids - Cerritos Optimist Club's 26th Annual 
Golf Tournament

The Cerritos Optimist Club will be holding their annual 
golf tournament for the 26th year on Monday, Aug. 25 at the 
Rio Hondo Golf Club. The event begins with a shotgun start at 
12:30 p.m. For more information, contact Gordon Miyamoto at 
(310) 625-3109 or gymiyamoto@aol.com.  

The 1st CEB Adoption Golf Classic
The 7th Annual 1st CEB Golf Classic, sponsored by the 

U.S. Marine Corps 1st Combat Engineer Battalion Adoption 
Committee, is scheduled for Oct. 18 at 7:00 am at Iron-Wood 
Nine Golf Course, 16449 Piuma Avenue in Cerritos. Those in-
terested in supporting this great event should contact Jim Ed-
wards at 562/924-6582.

The Cerritos High School 
Octagon Club, which is spon-
sored by the Cerritos Optimist 
Club, was recognized at the 
Optimists’ June 12 meeting.

Under the direction of De-
nise Wueve, faculty advisor, 
the club raised $400 for the 
Clarendon Foundation, which 
provides shelter, food, school-
ing, scholarships and medical 
care for over 350 children in 
the nation of Sri Lanka.

The club also provides 
direct support to many of the 

We searched somewhat 
fruitlessly for an adult presen-
tation on the geological roots 
of the area, in large part due 
to the town’s overwhelming 
desire to talk about the dare-
devils. 

We were quick to learn 
that Annie Taylor, a 63-year- 
schoolteacher, was the first to 
survive the attempt in a barrel 
armed only with a mattress, 
pillow and her black cat, Her-
mione. Several others tried lat-
er but were not so lucky when 
they were trapped behind the 
waters in a whirlpool for 22 
hours (suffocation). 

They watched their funky 
tire contraption boat disinte-
grate (found downstream four 
days later) and made the very 
bad decision to tie a 100 lb. an-
vil to his legs for ballast (call 
me for details - this is a col-
umn suitable for children).   

And then there were the 
daredevils who successfully 
walked a tightrope over the 

abyss and flew across in a jet 
powered jet ski having a grand 
time until the parachute failed 
to open (call me).

 The next day we climbed 
aboard our Suburban and drove 
across the American bridge 
into the USA to visit the other 
side. The views were similar 
as we walked a mile or so to 
the 400-foot high observation 
tower which juts out over the 
river.  

After a lunch at the Falls-
view restaurant, we drove off 
in search of our Erie Canal 
boat cruise in Lockport. Doris, 
our GPS voice on the android, 
took us through pleasant coun-
trysides and backyard routes 
for the 20-mile trip, while 
gobbling up the charge on our 
handheld’s battery.  

The canal trip was fasci-
nating, chilly and dishearten-
ing when we realized that those 
folks 200 plus years ago were 
wiser than we'll ever be when 
they decided where to put the 
locks to accommodate an el-
evation change of 570 feet and 
how to make them work with-
out electricity (a real problem 
back then). 

The 360 mile plus system 
linking the Hudson and Erie 

opened the middle of Ameri-
ca via the Great Lakes to the 
world years before the civil war 
and is still used (lightly) today.  

Most remarkably, they 
drain the entire channel in the 
winter to prevent ice carnage 
to the 57 locks. We crossed 
over into Canada once again 
after a steely eyed once over 
from the custom’s man and 

bumbled our way back to the 
Embassy Suites and dinner.

The 4,150th presentation 
of the “Oh, Canada, Eh” din-
ner theatre was the only sched-
uled event the next day.  After 
a casual day of butterfly dis-
play visits, floral clock view-
ing and souvenir shopping, we 

found ourselves at dusk in the 
theater’s parking lot. Several 
mandatory pictures under their 
entrance sign were snapped, 
and then we entered a hall for 
a fine dinner and a musical 
tribute to Canada that was sur-
prisingly good. 

Even the meal was a trib-
ute, with the haddock coming 
from Nova Scotia, the beef 

from Ontario and the dessert 
identified as originating in 
Sara Lee - I think it's one of the 
territories.  Every so often our 
cute-as-a-button server, (never 
understood how buttons are 
cute but I'm a guy, so forgive 
me) Susan, would jump up on 
the stage and sing and dance 

either a solo or with her fel-
low waiter and waitresses.  We 
were a pretty savvy group 
when it came to identifying 
Celine Dion and Joni Mitch-
ell as Canadians but several of 
us were surprised to hear that 
Paul Anka and the inventor of 
the television were also from 
north of the border.  

No one thought that Back-
man Turner Overdrive - if you 
are under 35 ask your (grand) 
parents - were from anywhere 
but Alabama. Playing an artful 
version of Trivial Pursuit - if 
you are under 20 ask an el-
der - we correctly guessed the 
area and symbol of Canada (34 
million and the maple leaf re-
spectively). 

But we had no idea that a 
10th of the world's forests are 
located there or that 20 per-
cent of the fresh water in the 
world travels down the Ni-
agara Falls.  A most satisfying 
evening that even ended by 9 
p.m. so the older folks among 
us could turn in early with the 
ever-present rumble lulling us 
to sleep.

 Let me know what you 
think of this column and sug-
gest others  at b.hughlett@ve-
rizon.net. 

Business Networking Mixer "Lazy Dog Cafe"
Come mix and mingle with Chamber members at Lazy Dog 

Cafe - Los Cerritos Center on July 17 from 5 – 7 p.m. Enjoy great 
food on Lazy Dog's patio - a great way to enjoy a summer evening! 
Chamber members - Be our guest. Non-members - $20/person. 
RSVP at 562-467 -0800 or just stop by.

Cerritos Optimist Club Thanks CHS Octagon Club
Optimists’ programs, such as 
the Needy Family Project, the 
Middle School Track Meet, 
the Tri-Star Basketball Skills 
Program, the annual fundrais-
ing breakfast for the Girls' 
Softball League and the Red 
Ribbon week at CHS.

“They deserve to be rec-
ognized for all the dedicated 
work they do during the school 
year while maintaining their 
high academic standards,” said 
Phil Hickok, Cerritos Optimist 
Club President.

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 
held its annual installation 
of officers luncheon June12 
at the Sheraton Cerritos Ho-
tel with Tom Matson sworn 
in as President for 2014.  

Tom Matson Elected President of Cerritos Chamber

Attending the annual installation luncheon held at the Sheraton Cerritos 
Hotel on June 12 were (l-r) ABC Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, Cerritos 
Center Marketing Manager Megan Richardson, outgoing President Julia 
Emerson, ABC  Director of Career Technical Education and Community 
Partnerships Ann Griffo,  Amber Lee with Vape Revolution, newly-elected 
President Tom Matson, SCE Public Relations Director Connie Turner, and  
Brian Tom, California Educational Centers.

Matson said he was looking 
forward to working with the 
Chamber Board of Direc-
tors and the community at 
large. 

Outgoing President Julia 
Emerson said the Chamber 
was hit hard  by the reces-
sion like everyone else and 

was forced to cut back, let-
ting some good staff mem-
bers go. “Even so,” she said, 
“the chamber’s networking 
continued to move forward 
and we still held our work-
shops.” She said the cham-
ber president is only as good 
as the Board of Directors if 
it let him/her do the job they 
are elected to do. Emerson 
said she looks forward to 
support the Chamber for 
many years to come. 

Recognition plaques 
were given out to Mary 
Ann Woods, Ambassador of 
the Year; Jamie Schramm,           
Quick Response; Doug Pad-
delford Memorial Award, 
Megan Richardson; and 
Business Person Volunteer  
the of Year,Tony Borriboon-
ratana and Amber Lee, and 
Business of the Year, Aroma 
Ristorante.

According to Ms Wueve, 
the outstanding Octagon mem-
bers for the 2013-14 school 
year were: Nancy Cheong, who 
led/organized charity fundrais-
ers for the American Heart As-
sociation, and Manni's founda-
tion; Nathan Thumwanit, who 
attended every single event 
and never said no when asked 
to help; and Jin Kim, who took 
over when the senior president 
and vice presidents quit to fo-
cus on their studies and AP 
tests.

News

Have you visited an Arte-
sia business that you just found 
to be astounding? What was it 
- the atmosphere? The design 
of the building? Or was it their 
superb customer service?

Whatever the reason, help 
that business out by nominat-
ing it for a business recogni-
tion award. Contact Miriam 
at (562) 865-6226 for infor-
mation on how to nominate a 

Nominate an Artesia Business
business.

There are only two win-
ners every quarter - winners 
are judged by the Beautifica-
tion & Maintenance Commis-
sion.

Winners are awarded a 
plaque, a customized banner, 
and a special feature in the 
City’s newsletters. The busi-
nesses are also recognized on 
the City website.
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Place Your Ad Here 
For Only $20

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

FAITH/NEWS

By Pastor Steve De Ruse, DMin
First Baptist Church of Artesia
   18400 Grayland Ave.
 Sunday  10:45 Service

In Matthew 4:23, we are 
told that Jesus proclaimed the 
“Gospel of the Kingdom” in 
Galilee. Jesus says, “the poor 
have the Gospel preached to 
them” (Matthew 11:5). 

Again, in Mark 16:15 Je-
sus admonishes us to, “Go into 
all the world and preach the 
gospel to all creation.” In the 
New Testament the “Gospel” 
is mentioned over 90 times. 
Yet, what is our understanding 
of the Gospel? 

Some of 
the definitions 
for the Gospel 
relate that the 
Gospel is the 
life of Jesus 
Christ, His 
story. Some 
would say the 
Gospel is the 
truth, or it is 
the account of the Kingdom 
of God. Those definitions are 
accurate in part but they fail 
to capture the true meaning of 
The Gospel. 

The answer to the question 
lies within the New Testament. 
The Greek translation of the 
word Gospel as it is found in 
Scripture is “good news.” So 
then, what is the “good news?” 
I will appeal to the Apostle 
Paul for the answer. 

A little on the background 
of the Apostle Paul is in order 
at this point. Briefly, the Apos-
tle Paul is the one who brings 
the Old Testament through the 
cross in order to shape the con-
tent of the New Testament. 

Paul was an Old Testa-
ment scholar who went about 
persecuting the church of Je-
sus Christ on behalf of Juda-
ism. Paul was a Pharisee and 
was zealous for defending the 
Scriptures. 

The Book of Acts in Chap-
ter 9 relates that Paul was on 
a journey to Damascus to per-
secute the Christians living 
there. While he is on his way 

he encounters the resurrected 
and ascended Jesus Christ who 
asks, “Saul, Saul, (Paul’s pre-
conversion name) why are you 
persecuting me.” 

Paul realizes the errors of 
his ways and converts to Chris-
tianity. It is this same Paul who 
utilizes his vast knowledge of 
the Hebrew Bible (Old Testa-
ment) and relates to the church 
how the Old Testament (Writ-
ing in The New Testament) 
points to the cross, and the 
coming Messiah came in the 
form of Jesus Christ.  

Paul, who wrote one-third 
of the New Testament, is tell-
ing the reader that the life, 

death, resur-
rection, and 
ascension of 
Jesus Christ is 
the fulfillment 
of God’s plan 
for salvation. 

The Apos-
tle Paul an-
swers our ini-
tial question 

in his first letter to the church 
in Corinth, “For I determined 
to know nothing among you 
except, Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified” (First Corinthians 
2:2). 

The church in Corinth had 
become divided over theologi-
cal issues, and Paul writes to 
the church in order to get them 
back on track. Paul is tell-
ing them that the only thing 
that matters is that you know 
who Jesus Christ is and most 
importantly, that Jesus Christ 
died as penalty for the sins of 
the world. 

Thus, The Gospel is the 
acknowledgement that we are 
sinners and our sin separates 
us from God. If we repent from 
those sins and confess that Je-
sus Christ died, paid the price 
for our sins, and if we confess 
Jesus as having been sent by 
God on our behalf, the “good 
news” is we now receive sal-
vation and life in eternity with 
Almighty God and we enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven. That 
is the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
the God News of Jesus Christ.

What is the Gospel?
BAPTIST CHURCHES
Cerritos Baptist Church
11947 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
St. Paul Evangelical Community Church
12500 183rd St, Cerritos, CA, 90703

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
Korean Hope Presbyterian Church
19319 Carmenita Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Sa-Rang Presbyterian Church
19200 Pioneer Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703

LUTHERAN CHURCHES
Concordia Lutheran Church
13633 183rd St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
St John Lutheran Church
18422 Bloomfield Ave, Cerritos, CA, 90703

REFORMED CHURCHES
Heaven Bound Ministry
18100 Dumont Ave, Cerritos, CA, 90703

SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCHES
America Full Gospel Church
13079 Artesia Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos First Assembly Of God
12061 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
New Jerusalem Church
16214 Flat Peak Ln, Cerritos, CA, 90703

CHRISTIAN -OTHER CHURCHES
Berean Chapel
12051 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Calvary Cross Chapel
16705 Gridley Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos Institute Of Religion
16025 Studebaker Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos Korean
12229 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Chinese Church Of Christ
12429 195th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
First Evangelical Church
11330 166th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Living Water Mission Church
19104 Pioneer Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
New Jerusalem Christian Fellowship
12702 Cuesta St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Oriental Mission Church Of Orange
12413 195th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Timothy Bible Ministries
17150 Norwalk Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
World Missions Far Corners
10945 South St Ste 306, Cerritos, CA, 90703

DIRECTORY: CHURCHES IN CERRITOS

By Larry Caballero

Master of Ceremonies and Artesia Mayor 
Tony Lima welcomed Cerritos-Artesia Rotary 
Club members and guests to its Installation Din-
ner June 23, where Rotary Program Chair Sug 
Kitahara was installed as the 2014-2015 Presi-
dent.

Secretary Sharun Carlson thanked outgo-
ing President Maha Rayan for a great job that 
included forming working partnerships with the 
ABC Unified School District, Artesia Historical 
Society, Distinguished Young Women Scholar-
ship Program, New Life Community Church 

Rotary Club Hosts Installation Dinner

Enjoying the Rotary Club’s Installation Dinner at the 
Long Beach Acapulco Mexican Restaurant June 23 
were: Members Mark Klistoff, Artesia Mayor Tony 
Lima, President Maha Rayan, Dr. Steve Sherman, Cer-
ritos Mayor Pro-Tem Carol Chen and Councilmember 
Bruce Barrows. 

Food Bank, Recognition Dinner for the Sheriff 
and Fire Department members, and Christmas 
parties for Teen Parents and children from the 
Paddelford Park area in Artesia.

Rayan was presented with awards from 
the City of Artesia, Cerritos, Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Don Knabe and Assem-
blywoman Cristina Garcia.  All congratulated 
her on a job well done and for providing out-
standing service and exceptional leadership to 
the local communities and for the Rotary Club 
that provides services worldwide.

Rayan thanked everyone who supported 
her during the last year. “I now can consider 
our Rotary members as part of my new fam-
ily.” She promised to continue staying in-
volved in the Club in order to make a differ-
ence in peoples’ lives.

Kitahara shared with the members that the 
Cerritos-Artesia Rotary Club will focus on in-
creasing membership, fundraising and “hav-
ing fun.” He also wants to raise money from 
a 4th of July Fireworks Booth in Artesia and 
to promote working relationships with local 
chapters of the Rotary, including Buena Park, 
Lakewood and Norwalk.

The Rotary Club has recently initiated an 
Interact Club at Artesia High School to groom 
prospective Rotarians, and a joint picnic is 
planned for the summer. The next Internation-
al Conference is planned for Brazil in 2015.

For more information, contact President 
Sug Kitahara at 562-882-7734.  

Deputy Ortiz Remembered
versary of his death has 

been debated for almost nine 
years. One deputy told this 
writer, “Jerry was shot on 
223rd Street. This is the site 
where he was killed.” 

Another deputy told me he 
wasn’t with the department at 
the time Ortiz was killed, but 
he’s still remembered.”

At the city’s memorial, 
deputies slowly gathered in 
memory of their fallen com-

rade. A formal service was 
held there in early afternoon. It 
appears the deputies pay their 
respects at both sites.

One result of Ortiz’s death 
was one of the largest gang 
sweeps in the country’s his-
tory. According to the U.S. 
Attorney’s LA office, the gang 
investigation began in 2005 
after Deputy Ortiz’s death. 

DEA Special Agent stated, 
“Today’s arrests sends a mes-

sage to those who are respon-
sible for bringing violence and 
distress onto the streets. Law 
enforcement is working to-
gether to take back our neigh-
borhoods and get violent drug 
traffickers and street gangs out 
of our communities.”

Deputy Ortiz was 35 years 
old when he died. “It doesn’t 
do any harm to remember him 
at two memorial sites,” said 
one deputy. 

From Page 3
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By Larry Caballero

Cerritos College will be provid-
ing an exciting Game App Develop-
ment Summer Camp at no cost for ap-
proximately 40 local ABC middle and 
high school students attending Gahr 
and Whitney High Schools. They will 
spend a month with game experts who 
will assist them in publishing their 
work onto the App Store. 

Gahr Principal Gina Zietlow and 
Whitney Principal Rhonda Buss enthu-
siastically support the program. “It’s 
a chance of a lifetime for our students 
who will be working with the new 21st 
century technology,” said Buss.

Students will learn about new game 
technology with Microsoft Evangelists 
Sam Stokes, Daniel Egan, Adam Tuli-
per, and Bret Stateham.  They will also 
learn game development with Cerri-
tos and Rio Hondo College professors 
Gene Lazor and Dr. Shin Liu.

The Summer Game Camp will be 
held on Mondays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on July 7, 14, 21, and 28 at the Cerritos 
College Liberal Arts Building Room #5.  

Students will learn how to program 
games and submit them to a mobile app 
store after they review and collaborate 
with classmates at their home school 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons.   

The goal of the Summer Camp is 
to also motivate students to view math 
and science skills as an important part 
of their work skills in the global com-
petition for well-paying jobs.   
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Since 1958
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24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  
Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  

Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  
Water Piping  •  Disposals 

Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 
Water Softeners 

       11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com

Welcoming Gahr and Whit-
ney High School students 
to a Parent Conference to 
discuss a Game App De-
velopment Summer Camp 
offered at Cerritos College 
were (l-r) Microsoft Evan-
gelist Sam Stokes, Cerritos 
Board of Trustee Dr. Shin 
Liu, Microsoft Marketing 
Manager Yesenia Alvarez 
and Evangelist Adam Tu-
liper.

ABC Students Encouraged To Play 
Games At Cerritos College

“Combining the worker training 
crisis in Computer Science with the 
issues in math, engineering and sci-
ence, the Summer Computer Science 
Camp will assist the students in gain-
ing knowledge in a relaxed atmosphere 
of exploration,” said Liu. 

Students enrolled in computer sci-
ence declined from 1990 to just 1.4 
percent of high school AP students 
who took the computer science exam, 
compared to almost 40 percent who 
took exams in English. 

“The project is to demystify com-
puter science and show students that 
programming can be fun, collaborative, 
and creative,” said Stokes. “The project 
is designed to motivate students and ed-
ucators to continue learning computer 
science to improve real world relation-
ships, connections, and life.” 

Liu said, “Students have developed 
a misconception that programming jobs 
aren’t social or collaborative, and that 
they will be a lonely cubicle dweller if 
they are app developers.  Another mis-
conception is that programming is bor-
ing, and this is a difficult student and 
cultural issue to overcome.”

Liu believes that the lack in com-
puter technology training translates 
into an economic crisis with lost jobs 
and technology opportunities. Each 
year, U.S. companies need to fill al-
most 150,000 jobs related to comput-
er science and mathematics, but col-
leges and universities only graduate 
about 100,000 students with degrees 
in those fields.

not rely on the sales tax as a reliable 
source of income, because the economy 
is one that goes up and down, and when 
it is down the sales tax all but disappears. 
He concluded by saying he thought the 
utility tax represented a stable source of 
income for the city. “This is something 
that will help stabilize our revenue for 
the future.”

Mayor Tony Lima said he doesn’t 
particularly favor the utility tax, but 
when residents ask him why Norwalk 
Boulevard isn’t repaired or improve-
ments aren’t made to the park, he has 
to say “We don’t have the money.” 

He said the utility tax is the first step 
in raising the needed money. “We need 
to build our economy. This will help us 
on the road to provide and improve our 
city and some day build a new commu-
nity center.”
City Budget 

Turning to the budget  the city 
manager told the council it was pro-
jected there would be a surplus in gen-
eral fund revenues of approximately 
$200,000. He requested a certain por-
tion of the excess funds be put into a 
contingency (dedicated) reserve.  He 
said the actual fees the city has is very 
minimal.

In his report to the council, the city 
manager said projected revenues will 
exceed projected expenses by $238,163 
leaving the budget in balance with 
room for fluctuations. He said the total 
allocations show a decrease of $44,860 
from 2013-14 projected expenses. 

He said staff was recommending 
an additional $800,000 be put into the 
contingency reserve,  which represents 
an increase of almost 43 percent and 
a 100 percent  increase over the last 
year.  

Total revenue for the  new fiscal 
year is $7,231,515. Expenditures are 
projected to be $6,995,352, leaving a 
balance of $236,163. Mayor Lima asked 
what percent of the budget is allocated 

to public safety. The city manager said 
approximately 42 percent. Public Works 
is the second highest cost with Recre-
ation the third highest.

Finance Director Justine Menzel 
said that one-third of the city’s income 
comes from sales tax, property tax is 
21 percent for a total of 54 percent. 

According to the city manager, the 
more investment that comes into the city, 
the more sales tax the city collects, thus 
generating more revenue.

“Part of this year’s budget is to 
maintain the current funding levels as 
they are but also to start to grow these 
other areas such as economic develop-
ment, business license, code enforce-
ment, which have been low in funding 
or not at all,” he said.
Artesia Library

Construction of the proposed new 
10,000 sq. ft.  Artesia County Library 
is moving forward. The Los Angles 
County Board of Supervisors gave 
unanimous approval to the project at 
its May 27 meeting.

At the June 9 meeting of the Ar-
tesia City Council, it was announced 
the site will be located on the north-
east corner of Artesia Park adjacent to 
Elaine Avenue. 

Councilmember Sally Flowers 
said the library site was selected by 
consensus. It wasn’t a city or county 
decision but joint one. 

The new library will be twice the size 
of the present library, which encompasses 
approximately 5,000 sq. ft. and $10 mil-
lion has been earmarked for its construc-
tion. It should be completed by in Decem-
ber, 2016.

The library currently serves ap-
proximately 17,000 people with an 
annual attendance of approximately 
92,000. County officials said the li-
brary is doing more than the average 
library but in less space. The building 
is 46 years old, having been built in 
1968.  

Artesia Approves Budget From Page 1

their forefathers. Mayor Pulido also 
recognized and thanked the team of or-
ganizers who staged successfully this 
historic event for the first time despite 
the short period of preparation. 

“As Mayor of Cerritos, I want to 
commend the Filipino American com-
munity of Cerritos, especially the Orga-
nizing Committee and generous event 
sponsors, food donors and talented per-
formers for presenting the first celebra-
tion of Philippine Independence Day in 
Cerritos,” said Mayor Mark Pulido.

Dante Basco who grew up in Cer-
ritos, who served as master of ceremo-
nies is a Filipino American actor, poet, 
writer and producer whose career has 
spanned over the last two decades.

Consul General Herrera-Lim gave 
a speech expressing his pride of the 
estimated 800,000 Filipino Americans 
that reside in Southern California out 
of 3 million nationwide. “I hope that 
Mayor Mark Pulido or any other Fili-
pino Americans can be elected to the 
U.S. Congress someday,” he said.

Prominent Filipino heroes of the 

Philippine’ quest for independence 
from Spain – Dr. Jose Rizal, Andres 
Bonifacio, Apolinario Mabini, Gen. 
Emilio Aguinaldo, Gabriela Silang 
and Tandang Sora – were also honored 
when their huge portraits were hoisted  
toward the center stage by six men 
in their resplendent Barong Tagalog 
which is the Filipino national costume.           

A Filipino American Musical En-
semble rendered a rondalla musical 
prelude, the Filipino American Law 
Enforcement Officers Association 
marched in a Parade of Colors, Ruben 
Cuatrona, Jr. sang the U.S. National 
Anthem, while the Filipino Seniors of 
Cerritos Chorale performed the Philip-
pine National Anthem. A song invoca-
tion was performed by the Holy Family 
Church Mass Harmony Choir.

Many other singers and dancers  
performed patriotic and love songs. 
The festivity concluded by a commu-
nity singing of “Bayan Ko (My Coun-
try) which drew misty eyes from the 
audience who were mostly clad in their 
Filipino attire.  

  

Philippine Independence Celebration  From Page 3
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Dear Residents, Family 
& Friends,

I would like to take this    
opportunity to wish you 
a very happy 4th of July      
holiday weekend. 

Please join me at Artesia 
Park as you spend the day 
with family and friends. 
I hope you enjoy the many 
activities and the Fireworks 
Show at 9 p.m.

Ali S. Taj
Council Member
City of Artesia

H A P P Y

Paid for by Ali S. Taj  Campaign ID #1358275


