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The Momma Doc Family Chiropractic 
Center Holds Grand Opening in Cerritos

Cerritos Council Approves
License Plate Readers

                 See School Safety Page 7

Coming Soon;
Local Easter Egg Hunts

Calendar- Page 2

ABC School Board Discusses
School Safety Requirements

Cerritos residents are invited 
to attend the annual citywide Tal-
ent Show at Cerritos Park East on 
Saturday, April 7 at 6 p.m. The 
show features Cerritos residents, 
ages 4 and older, in singing, danc-
ing and musical performances.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and 
seating is on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis. Admission to the 
show is $1 per person.

Auditions will be held from 
noon to 4 p.m. at Cerritos Park 
East on Saturday, March 3 and 
Sunday, March 4. 

Qualifying acts will be no-
tifi ed by Friday, March 16 and 
must be present for the full dress 
rehearsal at Cerritos Park East at 
6 p.m. on Friday, April 6.

For more information or to 
make an audition appointment, 
call Cerritos Park East at (562) 
407-2611.

Cerritos Resident Talent Show 
to Feature Music & Dance

    See Cerritos City Council Page 7

Cerritos Regional Chamber of Commerce board members and ambassadors joined Cerritos City Coun-
cilmember Jim Edwards in welcoming Dr. Rheamay Odvina, DC and the The Momma Doc Family Chiro-
practic Center to Cerritos. It is located at 18000 Studebaker Rd. Suite 700. 

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Council 
at its March 8 meeting approved 
adding two Automatic License 
Plate Reader (ALPR) Technol-
ogy for two additional sheriff pa-
trol vehicles in hopes of reducing 
residential burglaries.

In his report to the council, 
Public Safety Manager Daryl Ev-
ans said adding two additional 
ALPR patrol vehicles to the Cer-
ritos Sheriff Station fl eet will al-
low each LASD vehicle on rou-
tine patrol to be equipped with 
ALPR technology. 

Cost of leasing the ALPR 
equipment for a LASD patrol ve-
hicle is $4,650 annually or $12.23 
per day. He said the lease price 
for ALPR equipment is based on 
a cost-recovery model amortized 
over fi ve years. After fi ve years 
the lease payments are discontin-
ued. In early 2008, the city was 
one of several cities that served as 

a testbed for the LASD during the 
initial deployment of ALPR tech-
nology.

Evans explained patrol ve-
hicles equipped with ALPR tech-
nology have four roof-mounted, 
high-resolution, infrared capable 
digital cameras and a high-per-
formance computer that auto-
matically photographs, geo-tags, 
and instantly checks the license 
plate number of every vehicle that 
passes within range of the ALPR 
cameras against government en-
forcement data systems. 

He said within seconds 
scanned license plate data is re-
corded and archived which then 
can be utilized by detectives dur-
ing an investigation to locate pos-
sible witnesses and suspects. Cur-
rently there are 67 ALPR vehicles 
deployed within the Los Angeles 
Sheriff’s Department jurisdiction-
al area.

By Jerry Bernstein

The mass shooting at  Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Florida  sparked a pub-
lic response by ABC Superinten-
dent Dr. Mary Sieu and members 
of the School Board at the March 
6 meeting. 

Expressing sorrow over the 
shooting where 17 students and 
staff members were killed, Dr. 
Sieu said “ABC should provide our 
31,000 students with a safe and se-
cure campus. We owe it to our fam-
ilies to return each of the students 
to them healthy and alive.”

She said, “ABC schools are 
required by law to update their 
school plan annually for the safe-

ty of their students and staff. This 
includes a safety plan and evacu-
ation program and an ongoing se-
curity program, with each school 
having an evacuation site so par-
ents will know where to go to fi nd 
their  children.”  

Cameras have  also been in-
stalled at every school campus, 
paid for by one-time funds from 
the state. She said the District is 
working very closely with the 
Sheriff’s Department, both in 
Cerritos and Lakewood, to ensure 
the safety of the students. 

“ABC also has an ongoing 
research program to reduce pos-
sible future problems. If you see 
something, say something, she 
concluded.”  It was also noted the 

District will have a new website 
operating within the next two 
months.

Cerritos Captain Joseph Nu-
ñez said not only is the District 
working hard to keep its students 
safe, but it is necessary for the  
community-at-large to be alert.  
He said the city council and city 
manager are not only concerned 
about the safety of the commu-
nity but also our schools. 

He said as a grandparent he 
has a concern about the safety of 
our children, to see we have the 
resources to keep our community 
safe.  He also said it is important 
that if parents have one or more 
guns in the house, they need to 
keep them safely locked up and in-
form their children how dangerous 
they can be. They are not a toy.

School Bond Task Force
In other business, the trust-

ees unanimously agreed to move 
forward with the selection of a 
task force to inform the public-at-
large about the exact needs of the 
District’s schools are. Each board 
member will name two represen-
tative to serve on the task force. 

This will replace the Facili-
ties Ad Hoc Committee, which 
over the past two years visited the 
District schools to determine their 
specifi c needs. The task force, 
working with consultants, will 
determine costs and reach out to 
the community-at-large to inform 
them what is needed and costs.

Cerritos Heightens Active 
Shooter Safety Efforts, Training

In light of recent school 
shootings across the nation, the 
City of Cerritos has taken efforts 
to reinforce the safety measures 
and training that are in place to 
address the possibility of an ac-
tive shooter in Cerritos. 

Recently, Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station supervisors and deputies 
hosted active shooter training 
sessions at Whitney High School, 
Gahr High School, Haskell Ju-
nior High School, Tetzlaff Mid-
dle School, Quest Academy, and 
Valley Christian High School. 
Similar training is scheduled to 
be presented at four additional 
Cerritos schools by the end of 

the month. Cerritos deputies have 
also provided active shooter train-
ing to local businesses through 
the Cerritos Chamber of Com-
merce and various community 
service groups.   

All Cerritos deputies have 
received active shooter response 
training and have immediate ac-
cess to special weapons, enhanced 
ballistic armor, and breaching 
tools which allow them to swiftly 
engage an active shooter.  Cerri-
tos Reserve Deputies, who donate 
16 hours of time per month, will 
be patrolling exclusively near 
Cerritos schools for the remain-
der of the school year. 
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And many more!

Next School 
Board Meeting  

March 20  •  7 p.m.16700 Norwalk Blvd.
Cerritos, CA  90703

     See Cerritos College Page 6

COMMUNITY calendar

ARTESIA:                                          
Eggstravanganza 
Saturday, March 24  •  12 p.m. - 3 p.m.   Artesia Park
Egg hunt, games, great music and face painting.

Easter Senior Luncheon
Wednesday, March 28  •  Albert O. Little Community 
Center  - Entertainment: 10 a.m.  Lunch: 11:30 a.m.

CERRITOS:                                          
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 31  •  10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Knabe Community Regional Park -  Kids 18 months to 10 
years old. Bring your basket and search for surprise-fi lled 
eggs. Jumpers, games and craft area & snacks for sale.

HAWAIIAN GARDENS
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 31  •  1 - 4 p.m. Furgeson ES
Kids Ages 2-13   Bring your Basket. Train rides, games, arts 
& crafts, balloon artist, face painting and bunny station.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com
READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

At Cerritos College, diver-
sity and inclusion is a core value 
that is integrated into the fabric 
of campus life. The College’s 
diversity efforts in hiring, strate-
gic planning, and campus culture 
have tripled the number of di-
verse employees over three years. 
Approximately 65 percent of the 
College’s classifi ed staff repre-
sent a diverse group.

In cultivating a culture of 
respect, the College’s Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity (EEO) 
Plan and Diversity Plan are es-
sential to an inclusive and open 
campus. The overarching goals 
of these plans are part of a robust 
strategy to include the values of 
diversity, equity and community, 
and campus climate. Recruit-
ment and retention, knowledge 
of diverse cultures, lifestyles and 
beliefs, training and professional 
development, participation in 
community events, and cultural 
competency, are also part of the 
campus’ strategy. 

The College’s dedication to 
inclusion led to the creation of a 
Diversity and Equal Employment 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
at Cerritos College 
Is a Model for the State

Opportunity Advisory Commit-
tee that provides recommenda-
tions about diversity strategies. 
The campus has also imple-
mented support groups that meet 
the needs of diverse communi-
ties. The College’s Safe Zone 
Ally Program supports LGBTQI 
groups, the VetNet Ally program 
supports veterans on campus, and 
the AB 540 Ally Program sup-
ports undocumented students. 
The District also honors a wide 
variety of national celebrations, 
including Black History Month, 
Women’s History Month, His-
panic Heritage Month, among 
others.

Continued learning and train-
ing about diversity and inclusion 
is also an essential part of the 
College’s professional develop-
ment initiatives. Employees can 
also earn a Diversity Certifi cate 
with the completion of courses 
such as Culture of Respect, Cul-
turally Responsive Teaching/
Implicit Bias, among others. The 
College continues to offer cus-

On March 1, the Cerritos Optimist Club honored the winners of the 2018 
Oratorical Contest for boys: (l to r) 2nd Place ($300), Ibrahim 
Ahmed – Gahr High School: 1st Place ($500), Bala Thenappan – 
Whitney High School; and 3rd Place ($200), Isaac Misailegalu – 
Artesia High School. Congratulating them were Club President Bob       
Arthur (left) and Oratorical Contest Chair Dr. Bob Green (right). The 
theme of the contest was “Where are my roots of optimism?” 

Optimist Club Names 2018 
Oratorical Contest Winners

By Cerritos Mayor Grace Hu

The Cerritos Center for the 
Performing Arts (CCPA) Arts 
Education Program allows thou-
sands of kindergarten through 
12th grade students to experi-
ence the arts, culture, theater and 
more. Each season the program 
serves more than 2,500 students 
and educators from numerous 
districts, including ABC Unifi ed 
School District, Bellfl ower Uni-
fi ed School District, Long Beach 
Unifi ed School District, Nor-
walk-La Mirada Unifi ed School 
District and Paramount Unifi ed 
School District.

This past year, Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Janice Hahn 
provided $110,000 in funding to 
the City of Cerritos to co-sponsor 
the CCPA 2017-2018 Arts Edu-
cation Program. This joint effort 
between the City and County is an 
exciting opportunity for our two 
organizations to work together to 
benefi t the youths and educators 
of our communities. 

This season’s Arts Education 
Program included award-winning 
children’s musician Hap Palm-
er in November, the acclaimed 
dance troupe Step Afrika! in Feb-
ruary and Dallas Children’s The-
ater’s “How I Became a Pirate,” 
also in February. The fi nal Arts 

CCPA Enhances Education 
Through Arts Experience

Education Program of the season 
will be the musical “Goodnight, 
Goodnight, Construction Site,” 
presented on Wednesday, March 
28. Based on the best-selling 
book by Sherri Duskey Rinker 
and illustrator Tom Lichtenheld, 
the show will follow a team of 
construction vehicles prepar-
ing for bedtime as it teaches the 
young audience about teamwork, 
friendship, self-care, rhyming and 
critical thinking. The productions 
are thoroughly enjoyed by all of 
the students and educators in at-
tendance.

“We know that our kids do 
better when they have a well-
rounded education that does not 
stop at reading, writing, math and 
science," said Supervisor Hahn. 
“That is why I am happy my of-
fi ce could contribute $110,000 
to the Cerritos Arts Education 
Program. This is a fabulous set 
of performances that expose el-
ementary school aged students to 
arts, music, and culture in a fun 
and engaging way.”

The City of Cerritos is grate-
ful for the partnership with Su-
pervisor Hahn and looks forward 
to continuing to work with the 
County to provide valuable and 
entertaining arts education to the 
students and teachers in this re-
gion.

ABC Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu said, “What an incredible presenta-
tion by Gahr High School and Whitney High School students on their 
Global Sustainability Project in South Africa at the School Board meeting 
on Feb. 20. Thank you to the Picerne Family Foundation for your grant 
sponsorship!”

Gahr, Whitney Students Make 
Presentation on Global Project
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

April 1: Easter & April Fools on Same Day

By Melinda Kimsey By Jerry Bernstein 

My Visit to Fruitcake, Florida

I was enjoying my Florida  
vacation when to my surprise 
VAL LYNDER, DEFENDER OF 
ALL THAT IS TRUE, appeared 
before me while I was eating my 
lunch. “VAL,” I said, surprised 
to see her. “What are you doing 
here?” 

“I was invited by our 
FRIEND FROM FRUITCAKE,” 
she replied. “I believe he thought 
it would be a good idea if we both 
visited FRUITCAKE at the same 
time.”

“Well, he said to meet me 
here for lunch. It looks like he’s 
going to be late,” I replied.  “Why 
don’t you order something.”

“Good idea,” she said as the 
waiter approached our table.  Our 
FRIEND FROM FRITCAKE, 
FLORIDA fi nally showed up. 
“Sorry I’m late, he said, “but 
something came up at the last 
minute that needed my attention. 
How was your lunch?”

“Very good,” answered VAL 
LYNER, DEFENDER OF ALL 
THAT IS TRUE. “I love side-
walk restaurants.”

“So, are we going to visit 

FRUITCAKE?” I asked.
My FRIEND hesitated for 

a moment. “I’ll pick you up at 
9 o’clock tomorrow morning at 
your hotel.”

“We’ll be ready,” I said.
True to his word, he arrived 

at the hotel at 9 o’clock. “St. Pe-
tersburg is a nice city,” he said 
as we approach the freeway and 
headed south. 

“Yes it is,” I replied. It’s 
not the sleepy tourist town it 
was when I fi rst visited it in the 
1960’s. Its changed with a lot of 
small shops and restaurants.”

“That may be,” interjected 
VAL LYNDER.  “However, the 
area fronting the park and bay is a 
restaurant bonanza. 

We had been driving for 
more than two hours. “How much 
further is FRUITCAKE?” VAL 
LYNDER inquired.

“Another hour,” my FRIEND 
replied. “The downtown area 
hasn’t changed much, but like 
most small towns it has growing 
suburbs.” He paused for a mo-
ment and then said, “ We used to 
grow oranges and grapefruit, but 
we’re slowly losing our farmland 
to a creeping suburban growth. 
The question is where do we draw 
the line?”

“We’re facing the same 
problem in Los Angeles County,” 
I said.  The question we’re facing 
is where is the continuous infl ow 
of new  residents going to live, let 
alone our children who are now 
adults with their own families?”

“Good question,” he said. 
We’re coming into Fruitcake 
now,” my FRIEND said. 

               (To be continued)
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By Brad Beach

I presented my Cerritos Arts 
Walk idea to the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission and wanted to 
share the idea with you for feed-
back. My recommendation was to 
have the event once a month on a 
Saturday morning and be a walk 
through the city to view our beau-
tiful art pieces.  

The walk would be about 
two miles and pass 30 art pieces.  
It would also, obviously, give the 
residents an opportunity to meet 
their neighbors and get some ex-
ercise. I designed the route to start 
at the Cerritos Sculpture Garden, 
go past the Sheriff’s Station, City 
Hall, Library and Veteran’s Me-
morial.  

The walk would then cross 
Bloomfi eld and go through beauti-
ful Heritage Park. Walkers would 
then go past the Cerritos Center 
for the Performing Arts and end 
at the Farmer’s Market. The event 
wouldn’t cost the city any mon-
ey as volunteers would lead the 
walks, and it could bring in sales 
tax revenue to the city if walkers 
shop or eat Cerritos before head-
ing home.  This arts walk would 
be available to anyone and would 
give tourists a nice look at our 
city if they took a self tour.

School shootings are still 
on the mind of all parents in the 
district. Many schools have had 

evacuation drills last week and 
held meetings for parents to dis-
cuss safety. Captain Nunez from 
LASD spoke to the Board of 
Trustees at a recent meeting about 
the topic. 

Superintendent Dr. Mary 
Sieu sent a letter out to the par-
ents in the district assuring us 
that our schools are safe. The 
Board is also discussing hiring a 
fi nancial consultant and a survey 
company to get the community's 
input on the facility master plan 
and funding options. The schools 
look like they did when I was a 
kid and in desperate need of 21st 
century upgrades and safety en-
hancements. There is a School 
Board meeting on March 20 at 
7 p.m. if you want to express your 
concerns.   

Coyotes are continuing to walk 
through our streets so please be 
careful with your pets.  The rain 
is causing accidents all around 
the city, and I caution everyone to 
slow down and be careful while 
driving. Last weekend I saw so 
many people texting while driv-
ing even in the rain. It is a recipe 
for disaster. 

Real estate signs have been 
seen in the medians, and this is 
a violation of the City Municipal 
Code. It also blocks a motorist’s 
view, and I hope real estate agents 
think about this before placing 
their signs. Long-time Cerritos 
resident Rachelle Butcher recent-
ly moved to North Carolina, and 
I want to wish her well. She was 
a valuable resource to our neigh-
borhood watch and put out a lot 
of good information for us. We 
wish you the best.  

On the crime front, a search 
warrant was served by Hunting-
ton Beach Police Department 
SWAT team on Pires Avenue 

recently. Thank you for taking 
action in our Cerritos to bust an 
alleged drug house. A suspect 
accused of indecent exposure in 
Cerritos was arrested recently in 
Norwalk, and I am glad he is off 
our streets. The Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station is a “Safe Zone” and a 
great place to do child custody 
drops or exchange money and 
items purchased online. 

The City Council is enter-
taining the idea of placing bill-
boards throughout the city along 
our freeways to generate revenue.  
Many people have offered their 
opinions on our Facebook social 
media sites. There was also a 
Metro meeting recently about the 
possible stops in Artesia and Cer-
ritos. The City Attorney of Cer-
ritos mentioned that the Cerritos 
is looking into possible litigation 
regarding the newly approved 
project by the Artesia City Coun-
cil called Artesia Live II project. 
I’m assuming it is related the in-
creased traffi c congestion affect-
ing the mall.

On Saturday, March 17 from 
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. is the LA 
County Art in the Park event at 
Don Knabe Park. I took my girls 
last year, and they had a great 
time. There was music, two jump 
houses and vendors selling their 
art and jewelry pieces. That same 
day, the Friends of the 1st CEB 
are sponsoring their 9th annual 
Bowl-A-Thon at AMF Cerritos 
Lanes starting at noon. Come out 
and join the Marines at this fun 
event.

The following events are 
coming up at the Cerritos Center 
for the Performing Arts: March 
15 is Pat Benatar and Neil Giral-
do, March 17 is Chris Botti and 
March 22 is Cesar Milian. 

Be safe, Cerritos!

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

Well, April Fool’s Day and 
Easter fall on the same day, which, 
seems a bit unusual. I came across 
a message from Father Tony, who 
is the pastor at St. Linus. I realize 
I am a bit early for an Easter mes-
sage, but I am always moved by 
his message. 

Also, it seems like so much 
unnecessary violence is happen-
ing in other cities that it seems 
appropriate to refl ect on these 
words of comfort. So, I thought 
I would share his Easter message 
with you. It goes something like 
this...

Life is so interesting. Among 
the many things that can be hard 
to understand, the mix of hurting 
and healing, suffering and rejoic-
ing, sorrow and happiness, can 

lead to ask God, “What exactly is 
your plan, again?” That is why, as 
we prepare to celebrate Easter this 
year, it’s important to remember 
that the joy of the Resurrection is 
also why, even in the darkest mo-
ments of life, Romans 8:28 prom-
ises that, “all things work for good 
for those who love God.” 

Continuing to trust in God 
no matter what our circumstanc-
es is what sets Christians apart, 
because we believe, we can see 
hope where others see hopeless-
ness, to fi nd love where others 
encounter anger, to trust in God’s 
faithfulness even when other tell 
us, “Your God is not listening to 
your prayers.”  

The miracle of Easter guaran-
tees us that the other side of cruci-
fi xion is rising from the dead, the 
other side of death is eternal life, 
the other side of sacrifi ce is hap-
piness forever. 

When all is darkness and we 
feel our weakness, give us the 
sense of Your presence, Your 
love, and Your strength. Help 
us to have perfect trust in Your 
protecting love and strengthen-
ing power, so that nothing may 
frighten or worry us, for living 
close to You, we shall see Your 
hand, Your purpose, Your will 
through all things. (St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, 1491-1556)

I would like to welcome a 

new guest writer and much more 
to the Gateway Guardian. Her 
name is Camille Mireles. Ca-
mille is a very talented lady with 
awesome credentials and will be 
a great addition to the Gateway. 
We are so lucky to have her as 
part of the Gateway family.

 Also, I would like to thank 
our very own Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station deputies under the watch-
ful command of Capt. Joe Nuñez. 
We are so fortunate to have the 
Sheriff’s Station so close to us 
and so supportive of our com-
munity. Capt. Nunez made a very 
powerful presentation at the ABC 
School Board meeting, and it re-
ally helps to calm parents about 
the safety issues on our school 
sites. 

As always, Happy Trails!
 
 

Sunday, April 1
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Orchard Supply Hardware in Cerritos has the very 
best customer service, as well as beautiful fl owers, 
great tool selection and super specials every week. 

13233 South St., Cerritos, CA  90703      562-860-4130

EveryoneInLA.org Launched
to Get Homeless Into HousingThe City of Artesia is pleased 

to announce a partnership with 
Artesia-based Cerritos Presbyte-
rian Church to award up to three 
high school seniors a $1,000 aca-
demic scholarship to the college 
or university of their choice.

The city encourages all stu-
dents to pursue higher educa-
tion and fi nd their passion, and 
Cerritos Presbyterian Church is 
passionate about helping the lo-
cal community. Therefore, we’re 
partnering for the second year to 
provide Artesia residents with an 
opportunity to earn an academic 
scholarship that will assist each 
student in their pursuit of higher 
education.

This scholarship opportunity 
is open to all high school seniors 
who are residents of the City of 
Artesia, have an overall GPA of 
3.0 or better, and have plans to 
attend a higher education institu-
tion for the fall 2018 semester.

For more information, or to 
apply for the scholarship, please 
see the application and the schol-
arship qualifi cations. Completed 
applications should be submitted 
to City Hall no later than 5 p.m. 
on Monday, April 16.

Winners will be announced 
during the May City Council 
meeting. Please direct all ques-
tions to Beatriz Lopez at blopez@
cityofartesia.us.

City of Artesia 
Announces 
2018 Academic 
Scholarships

The Cerritos Sheriff’s Station 
lobby and parking lot are avail-
able as safe locations for buyers 
and sellers to meet to complete 
online transactions. The Cerritos 
Sheriff’s Station lobby is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

While online buying and sell-
ing can be easy and convenient, 
the practices also come with risks. 
Allowing a stranger to come to 
your home or other location to 
pay for and pick-up an item can 
be a threat to your safety.

When meeting people to buy 
or sell items, heed the following 
tips:

• Meet at a reasonable time of 
day, preferably during daylight.

• Don’t meet alone or with 
children present. Have someone 
accompany you.

• Don’t hand over the item 
until you have the cash in hand. 

• Avoid meeting at your 
home. If the item is too large to 
transport easily, consider placing 
it in the garage or on the porch/
entry way. Arrange a meeting in 
a public place fi rst (and bring a 
friend) to see proof of identity. 

If you’re comfortable, allow 
the person to follow you home. If 
the buyer has brought someone, 
keep them together in your pres-
ence. The less they see or have 
access to your home and personal 
belongings, the better.

• If you agree to meet at a 
neutral location, consider a well-

Cerritos Sheriff’s Station Is 
Safe Zone for Online Exchanges

lit area with people around and 
video surveillance cameras, such 
as the Cerritos Sheriff’s Station 
lobby or parking lot. Don’t meet 
in an area that’s unfamiliar or un-
comfortable to you. If the other 
party is not willing to meet you in 
a place you feel safe, don’t meet.

• When purchasing items, 
inspect them for accuracy and be 
sure you’re getting what you want. 
It’s okay to change your mind and 
not purchase the item(s).

•  If a deal seems too good 
to be true, it usually is. There are 
a lot of stolen items sold online. 
Drug users may sell things at 
extremely discounted prices just 
so they can get money for a fast 
high. Contact the Cerritos Sher-
iff’s Station at (562) 860-0044 if 
you think something is stolen.

•  Be careful with your mon-
ey. Don’t open your wallet and 
pull money out in front of the 
seller. Have the exact amount 
agreed upon in a specifi c pocket. 

•  If paying online, use credit 
cards or secure payment services 
instead of debit cards.

•  When making online pur-
chases in public, use your mobile 
phone network instead of WiFi.

The Cerritos Sheriff’s Sta-
tion is located at 18135 Bloom-
fi eld Avenue, next to City Hall. 
The phone number is (562) 860-
0044. For more crime prevention 
and safety tips, visit safercerritos.
com. 

We can and will solve the 
homeless crisis. But it’s going to 
take everyone in LA County to do 
it. This week, I’m excited to join 
in the launch of EveryoneInLA.
org —a historic effort to ensure 
we’re transitioning the chronical-
ly homelessness into supportive 
housing and keeping thousands 
of Angelenos from losing their 
homes by providing rent assis-
tance. Ending homelessness is all 
of our responsibility. Are you in?

Here’s the plan: engage and 
assess every person who is living 
on the street, provide mental health 
treatment and other services when 
needed, offer skills training and 
mentorship, and build supportive 
housing across L.A. (read the plan 
and see how we’re doing).

Here’s what you can expect 
from us: we will keep track and 
push for progress from our elect-
ed leaders who promised to create 
a real solution for our homeless 
neighbors.

Since July 1, 2017:
347+ Partners are helping 

people move back home and cre-
ate stable lives

4038 People have been in-
terviewed by outreach teams that 
connect individuals to housing 
and supportive services

1177 Families were prevent-
ed from becoming homeless

974+ Units of supportive 
housing approved, everywhere

       http://everyoneinla.org/
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Family-Friendly Day Trips

Adventureland is Trip through the Jungle

M E E T  P R O M I N E N T

AFRICAN AMERICAN AUTHORS

SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018

2 PM - SKYLINE ROOM, CERRITOS LIBRARY

presented by the orange county (ca) chapter of the links, incorporated 

!"#$%&'())*+,-(.&/0-12-3&4-55,6)73&4/&8#9#:

TIA M. MORRIS

WWW.TRINITY3IN1.COM

562-567-2050

Board Member Maynard 
Law said if the District was look-
ing at a bond issue, then another 
smaller committee was needed to 
determine what steps need to be 
taken. 

Board member Dr. Ernie Ni-
shi suggested the District not lose 
the resources and expertise of the 
current members of the Facilities 
Committee. Board member Chris 
Apodaca agreed. Law agreed but 
noted while their expertise was 

needed, the bond process was 
bigger and other people, with the 
expertise, needed to become in-
volved. 

Dr. Sieu suggested they bring 
back the Task Force discussion at 
the  Board’s March. 20 meeting.  
She said  the Task Force Com-
mittee needs to be aware of the 
District’s Master Plan. “It is also  
important that the community-at-
large understand the needs of the 
schools and become involved.”

In other business, the council 
approved a bid in the amount of 
$115,885.52 for an updated Cer-
ritos Library Radio Frequency 
Identification System to Bib-
liotheca, LLC. City Librarian and 
Marketing Manager Annie Hyl-
ton said the Cerritos Library of-
fers a collection of approximately 
263,555 items, including books, 
books on CD, music CDs, DVDS 
and Blu-ray Discs. 

Each item in the library’s 
collection is tagged with a radio 

frequency identification (RFID 
tag that allows patrons to use 
self-checkout stations to check 
out library books. 

It also provides inventory se-
curity, as an alarm is sounded if 
a patron walks out of the library 
with an item that has not been 
checked out. She said the library 
has been informed the sole manu-
facturer of the proprietary tags 
has discounted production of the 
product necessitating a replace-
ment.

Cerritos City Council From Page 1

ABC School Safety From Page 1 

By Leah Nass - Mommy 
Blogger at Swellmommy.com

Adventureland is one of the 
smaller lands in Disneyland but 
home to two of the most beloved 
experiences: The Jungle Cruise 
and the Dole Whip Float. This area 
can be done in a few hours, perfect 
for a short trip into the more tropi-
cal lands and the healthiest food 
options in the park.

A delicious breakfast 
of coffee and a Tiger Tail 
Breadstick at Bengal BBQ 
is a great way to start the 
morning. This restaurant 
has gained a lot of popu-
larity as low carbohydrate 
and ketogenic diets have 
become popular as the 
menu features skewers of 
beef, chicken and vegeta-
bles. In the renovation of 
Adventureland, this restaurant is 
getting expanded for more seat-
ing options!

Hop into the Indiana Jones 
Adventure line after breakfast be-
fore the wait gets too long. Long 
ago, hieroglyphics decoder cards 
were available for guests to trans-
late the writing on the walls but 
these days, the cards can be found 
with a simple google search. The 
line takes visitors through the 
Temple of the Forbidden Eye 
where the decor is interactive 
complete with booby traps.  

Tropical Imports is a great 
place to grab a healthy snack 

with a variety of fruits, pickles, 
cheese, coconut water and other 
hydration options. 

The Jungle Cruise is one of 
the most beloved attractions in the 
park. Originally planned to house 
real animals, it now is home to a 
real jungle with its own ecosys-
tem and animatronic animals that 
perform on command. A pithy 
script that varies from one cruise 

skipper to the next, always full 
of great puns. The ride is worth 
going on during the day with the 
kids, especially if you have print-
ed out a Jungle Cruise map in ad-
vance to turn the ride into a map 
reading experience. But at night, 
the scripts get a little more adult 
geared. 

A perfect reprieve from hot 
Disney days is the Enchanted Tiki 
Room. The Island Gods outside 
the room feature short animated 
experiences, which is very fitting 
as the Enchanted Tiki Room is an 
animated wonderland. Make sure 
to pick up a Dole Whip float from 

the Tiki Juice Bar right in the gar-
den, a delicious concoction made 
of pineapple juice and pineapple 
soft serve. 

Technically, Riverbelle Ter-
race is part of Frontierland but 
it is situated right on the border 
of Adventureland near Tarzan’s 
Treehouse. Home to the secret 
menu Brisket Tater Tots, as well 
as a classic southern menu of ribs, 

cobblers and pulled pork, 
this is a great place to stop 
for bigger appetites be-
fore braving the climbing 
intensive treehouse. 

Tarzan’s Treehouse 
is the updated Swiss Fam-
ily Robinson attraction. 
There are little bits here 
and there that give a nod 
to the original Swiss Fam-
ily inhabitants along with 
recreations of scenes from 

the Tarzan movie. At the base, 
there are interactive areas where 
kids can play with musical pots 
and pull on vines. 

Across the walkway, Alad-
din’s Oasis, former home to an 
interactive show, is being reimag-
ined into The Tropical Hideaway, 
a dining location that returns the 
area back to its original roots as a 
restaurant, hopefully in the Poly-
nesian theme from yesteryear. 
Visitor Information 
Adventureland at Disneyland  
1313 Disneyland Dr. 
Anaheim, CA 92802
Phone: (714) 781-4565
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Around and About: Musical Instrument Museum

From My Point of View
Good Samaritans Saved My LifeBy Camille Mireles

The root of the problem with 
Human Trafficking is that it is 
widely mislabeled within society. 
This allows traffickers to exploit 
the lack of knowledge and con-
tinue to profit. Homeland Secu-
rity defines Human Trafficking 
as, “modern day slavery and in-
volves the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion to obtain some type of 
labor or commercial sex act. Sex-
ual performances, pornography, 
and prostitution are acts done in 
exchange for any item of value, 
such as money, drugs, shelter, 
food, or clothing.” 

Such actions are labeled as 
commercial sex acts, yet society 
continues to describe commercial 
sex acts as separate from Hu-
man Trafficking. The root of the 
problem needs to begin with un-
derstanding what it is and how it 
should be defined within society. 
Only then can we as a community 
begin to understand how to eradi-
cate it. 

Pornography and prostitution 
have their own stigmas and defi-
nitions, but are acts that constitute 
human sex trafficking. The high 
demand for sexual exploitation 
allows the industry to grow. 

Fight The New Drug, an or-

ganization that provides individu-
als with facts regarding pornogra-
phy, states, “we learn of more and 
more situations where women are 
lured into human trafficking traps 
where they are drugged, kid-
napped, raped, and the violence is 
videotaped and sold to businesses 
and stores who sell pornography 
across the world.” 

Buyers of pornography and 
prostitution continue to fuel the 
market, which gives revenue to 
traffickers that are victimizing 
girls and boys that are being sold 
for profit. The children who are 
being victimized are not being 
viewed by a trafficker as a daugh-
ter, son, friend, or family mem-
ber, but instead, as an estimated 
$300,000 yearly profit for them. 
“How You Can Fight Human 
Trafficking” has testimonies of 
victims and traffickers and esti-
mated that profit in 2014, with the 
market only continuing to grow. 

Shared Hope International, 
an organization that aims to end 
Sex Trafficking, reports the fol-
lowing on California law regard-
ing human trafficking, “California 
law prohibits the criminalization 
of minors for prostitution, but 
provides minimal penalties for 
prosecuting demand. The human 
trafficking law protects victims 

Sex Trafficking: In Plain Sight
of child sex trafficking without 
requiring proof of force, fraud, or 
coercion. 

However, paying for sex 
acts with a minor and benefitting 
financially from assisting or en-
abling sex trafficking are not pun-
ishable under the trafficking law.” 
Human Sex Trafficking is rape, 
it is coercion, it is selling others 
into sexual acts to make a profit, 
and it is a crime that is reported as 
being the second largest criminal 
industry in the world. 

Eradicating Human Sex Traf-
ficking needs to begin somewhere; 
let that somewhere be here, in our 
own community, within our own 
circle of friends, within our own 
homes. It is an uncomfortable 
topic that needs more lines of 
communication open. 

Enable an open line of com-
munication regarding how to 
eradicate the problem by not shut-
ting down the possibility that it is 
happening around you. Visit the 
organizations listed above to find 
links to share on your social media 
accounts. Talk about how pornog-
raphy and prostitution create a de-
mand for Human Sex Trafficking. 

Next issue: Why victims do 
not seek help in public settings 
and how to open the lines of com-
munication. 

By Dr. Bob Hughlett
 
So, at the Juarez Read Aloud, 

Maynard and I were talking about 
our impending mini-road trip 
to Spring Training when Marty 
joined in the conversation. “Be 
sure to visit the Musical Instru-
ment Museum in Phoenix,” he 
said. “It is a hidden gem which is 
well worth the time. Just be sure 
to allow several  hours to do it 
justice.”  

Thus began what became yet 
another moment in our travels.  
You know, moments are those 
unexpected slivers of excellent 
events which happen in our trav-
els that leave a strong and lasting 
impression.

 The next day we drove the 
364 mostly boring miles (have 
you ever driven through Blythe 
or 150 miles of nothing but cactus 
and 92 mph speeders?) to our ho-
tel in Tempe right next door to the 
football stadium at Arizona State 
University.   

We had a loosely planned 
three days that included visits to 
the Dodgers or Angels at three 
different stadia in the vicinity.  
Hearkening back to Marty’s sug-
gestion, we googled the Museum 
and found it to be somewhat near 
to our Sunday game so we decid-
ed to make a quick swing through 
before it started. 

 So much for our best laid 
plans. Turns out that the Museum 
of Musical Instruments – known as 
MIM to those in the know which 

now includes you - displays more 
than 6,800 instruments collected 
from 200 countries, territories, 
hamlets, burgs and huts around 
the world.   

Their website notes that 
“most displays are enhanced by 
state-of-the-art audio and video 
technologies that allow guests 
to see the instruments, hear their 
sounds, and observe them being 
played in their original contexts—
performances that are often as 
spectacular as the instruments 
themselves. 

What’s more, all guests are 
invited to play instruments from 
around the world in the Experi-
ence Gallery. They can also see 
instruments from music icons 
such as John Lennon, Taylor 
Swift, Elvis Presley®, Carlos 
Santana, and many more in the 
Artist Gallery. 

While somewhat down-
played, the roots of MIM spring 
from the originally modest col-
lection and vision of  Robert J. 
Ulrich, former CEO and chairman 
emeritus of Target Corporation 
founder of Target stores – an in-
strument collector who became an 
instrument hoarder to the point that 
it became necessary to move his 
items into a gorgeous structure.  

Together with a fellow col-
lector, Marc Felix, he created a 
museum and collection that gives 
equal representation to the musi-

cal instruments and music of ev-
ery country in the world.  Using 
state-of-the-art audiovisual tech-
nology to show musical instru-
ments being played in their origi-
nal cultural context and delivering 
the sound of these instruments 
through high-quality headphones, 
MIM provides a one-of-a-kind 
experience to museum guests.

MIM’s collection was assem-
bled by five expert curators, with 
consultation from distinguished 
ethnomusicologists, organolo-
gists, and other esoteric experts. 
The bulk of the collection is high-
lighted in Geographic Galleries 
that focus on five major global 
locales. The museum opened its 
doors in 2010 and has been lead-
ing the parade of similar museums 
around the world since then.  

We started our tour by slow-
ly visiting each of the dozens of 
displays, watching the fascinating 
films and reading the explanatory 
notes below each instrument. As 
the time ticked on, we accelerat-
ed our pace, barely finishing our 
visit with an obligatory stop at 
the MIM store to buy an authentic 
CD of Bluegrass music.  

Next time you find yourself 
in Phoenix be sure to add the 
MIM to your visit list and add to 
your catalog of moments.

 Please let me know what you 
think of this column and suggest 
others at b.hughlett@verizon.net.

tomized trainings and workshops 
for students, faculty, and staff, 
and various events that celebrate 
diversity.

“We strive to maintain a di-
verse learning environment and 
workplace for all, regardless of 
their immigration status, social 
economic background, religion, 
ethnicity, gender, and sexual ori-
entation. Cerritos College is com-
mitted to maintaining an academ-
ic and work environment that is 
free of discrimination and sexual 
harassment,” said Zurich Lewis, 
president, Cerritos College Board 
of Trustees.

“As a campus, we believe 

diversity makes us stronger and 
brings cultures together. If col-
leges and institutions want to 
succeed, building strong, diverse 
teams made up of people from 
different backgrounds and expe-
riences is critical. With the coun-
try’s changing demographics, it is 
past the time to embrace diversity 
and inclusion as an institutional 
strength rather than something 
we simply have to do. There is 
clear data that says diverse teams 
are stronger, which makes candi-
dates from different backgrounds 
more competitive,” said Dr. Jose 
Fierro, president/superintendent, 
Cerritos College.

Cerritos College From Page 2

By Dan Nino

Picking up my medication 
prescription refills one lazy af-
ternoon landed me instead in the 
Emergency Room (ER) at Kai-
ser Downey. Thanks to Cerritos 
Kaiser pharmacy assistant, Erica 
Pianedo, and the medical staff  of 
this satellite facility of Kaiser. 

My unexpected medical saga 
started while waiting to get my 
two prescriptions at the pharmacy 
two weeks ago. Erica Pianedo was 
processing my order, when unex-
pectedly I jerked for couple of 
seconds with a sharp chest pain. 
Curious, Ms. Pianedo asked, “Are 
you all right?” 

I said I was fine. I told her, 
“This episode happens every now 
and then.” I was about to pay for my 
order when I was jolted again by a 
piercing pain but it ceased anew.

Worried, Ms. Pianedo ad-
vised me to sit down so she could 
order a wheelchair to take me to 
the medical office on the second 
floor for medical attention. Right 
away, the security guard brought 
me a wheelchair, and LVN Ale-
jandra Frias ushered me into the 
examination room. She checked 
my vital signs like blood pressure 
and temperature. She also set up 
an EKG machine. 

In a few minutes,  Registered 
Nurse Amy Lou came in to ad-
minister the EKG, printed the re-
sults and handed it to Dr. Jennifer 
Tan who interpreted the results. 
Dr. Tan explained the results that 
my EKG was abnormal. The staff 
advised me that it was risky for 
me to drive home by myself and 
ordered an ambulance to bring me 
to ER at Kaiser Downey for fur-

ther treatment.
Before the arrival of the am-

bulance, RN Amy Lou set up an 
intravenous procedure in prepa-
ration for blood tests at Kaiser’s 
ER. Not long after, two paramed-
ics arrived.

In no time, I arrived at Kai-
ser Downey. I was administered 
another EKG,  x-ray, blood work,  
pain relievers intravenously and 
Losartan for my blood pressure 
which I forgot to take that day. 
My blood pressure was high at 
143/101.

In no time  and to make a 
long story short, I was stabilized 
and everything became normal 
again. I was sent home that late 
evening after a scary episode.

In the midst of this emer-
gency situation, I asked for their  
names including the paramedics 
Gabriel Navarro and Daniel Fer-
nandez  to thank them. These men 
and women  are unsung heroes 
and heroines of the day whose 
jobs are to save lives. Their due 
diligence and efficient handling 
of emergency medical procedures 
are so exemplary and praisewor-
thy  in aiding a total stranger like 
me. And the medical personnel 
came from all race and cultural 
backgrounds. It reminds me that 
in America, we are all inclusive 
and equal in the eyes of God. 

Whenever my friends learned 
what happened to me, they ribbed 
me that I was always in love, I 
responded: true I was always in 
love with God because he always 
saved me from imminent danger 
through the hands of those who 
administered to me. 

I’m reminded of the parable 
of the Good Samaritan as told by 
Jesus in Luke 10:30–37. It was 
about a traveler from Jerusalem 
to Jericho who was stripped of 
clothing, beaten, robbed and left 
half dead alongside the road. 
First, a priest and then a Levite 
passed by, but both avoided the 
man. Finally, a Samaritan pass-
erby happened to see the injured  
man, moved to pity and unself-
ishly aided him. 

– denino1951@gmail.com  

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

     READ THE PAPER 
ONLINE!



          March 15, 2018                                                                          Page 7   ENTERTAINMENT

Crossword Puzzle #75
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   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
Gateway Guardian

Please mail this form to:
 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703

Questions?  562-522-8776 

Cost: $30 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma
Published bi-weekly

   For Only
 $25

Call Melinda
562-522-8776

 

HOROSCOPE

Feb. 19 - March 20
Crossword Answers

Pisces
1.  What fruit is packed with the most 
calories?

2.  What part of the eye changes shape 
in LASIK surgery?

3.  How many tablespoons are there 
in a standard U.S. cup?

4.  What sport uses clowns to protect the 
competitors?

5. What is the one-eyed giant of Greek 
mythology?

Answers  1. Avocado  2. The Cornea  3. 16  4. Rodeo
 5. Cyclops

.

Strengths: Compassionate, artistic, intuitive, gentle, 
wise, musical

Weaknesses: Fearful, overly trusting, sad, desire to 
escape reality, can be a victim or a martyr

Pisces likes: Being alone, sleeping, music, romance, 
visual media, swimming, spiritual themes

Pisces dislikes: Know-it-all, being criticized, the 
past coming back to haunt, cruelty of any kind

Pisces are very friendly, so they often fi nd them-
selves in a company of very different people. Pisces 
are selfl ess, they are always willing to help others, 
without hoping to get anything back.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.ga tewayguard iannews .com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!
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9th Annual 
1st CEB Marines 

BOWL-A-THON
 Saturday, March 17, 2018  

The Federal Government, including the Department of Defense and Marine Corps, does not 
endorse any company, sponsor, or private organization for its products or department services.

Deadline to Register:  March 10, 2018

AMF Cerritos Lanes  •  18811 Carmenita Rd, Cerritos                                                      

$25 (includes 2 games w/shoes, ball, 
goody bag, pizza & drink)

Friends & Families or Sponsor a Marine 

Please make checks payable to: 1st CEB Adoption Committee or 1st CEB AC
Lane Sponsors: Gold - $100  Silver - $50  Bronze - $25 

 

Registration: 12 Noon   •   Bowling:  1 - 3 p.m.

FFFRRRAAAMMMEEE BBBYYY FFFRRRAAAMMM
EEE

Sponsored by

For More information, Contact: 
Laurie Forward   H: 562-926-5971  C: 310-738-3187    

13650 Hart Drive, Cerritos, CA  90703 

OR   Joanne Witt    562-233-9671                              

The 1st Combat Engineer Battalion (CEB) Adoption Committee is an all-
volunteer, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions are tax deductible 
to the full extent of the law. All funds are used for the benefit of the 1st CEB 
Marines and their families. The 1st CEB Battalion from Camp Pendleton 
was officially adopted by the City of Cerritos on Nov. 11, 2007.
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volunteer, non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions are tax deductible 
to the full extent of the law. All funds are used for the benefit of the 1st CEB 
Marines and their families. The 1st CEB Battalion from Camp Pendleton 
was officially adopted by the City of Cerritos on Nov. 11, 2007.

Sponsored 
by

The 1st Combat Engi-
neer Battalion (CEB) 
Adoption Committee is 
an all-volunteer, non-
profi t 501(c)(3) orga-
nization. Contributions 
are tax deductible to the 
full extent of the law. 
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Great Food & Great Service!
Established in 1996, Arte Café is a cozy hidden gem 
that serves up fresh, seasonal cuisine with French 

techniques and Asian influences. 

Winner of a Restaurateur of the Year Award, 
our creative cuisine results in an appealing menu 

for your special occasion or meal. Cheers!

1241 Towne Center Dr.
Cerritos CA, 90703

(562) 865-2783
www.artecafeca.com/

LUNCH
Sun – Sat: 11am – 2:30pm

DINNER
Sun – Thurs: 4:30pm – 10pm 

Fri & Sat: 4:30pm – 11pm

Calls for audition appointments will be taken at Cerritos Park East beginning February 12.  Qualifying acts will be noti�ed 
by March 16 and must be present for the full dress rehearsal on Friday, April 6.  Seating for the show will be on a �rst-come, �rst-served

basis and doors open at 5:30 PM.  Auditions, Rehearsals and Show will take place at Cerritos Park East. 

Friday, April 6
6 PM

Saturday, April 7
6 PM
Performers’ Participation:  Free
Talent Show Admission:  $1.00

Saturday, March 3  & 
Sunday, March 4
Noon-4 PM

Show DateRehearsalAuditions

For more information or to make an audition appointment, please 
call Cerritos Park East at (562) 407-2611.

Start the music!  Light the lights!  The stage awaits prospective Cerritos resident performers to 
participate in the annual citywide Talent Show.  Performers, ages 4 to adult, who can sing, dance or play a musical 
instrument are invited to audition. 

Talent Show
2 0 1 8  C e r r i t o s  R e s i d e n t

 Cerritos residents. 

 age division is limited.

 actual show (if performer is chosen). 

 process to perform in the show on Saturday, April 7.

CITY OF CERRITOS
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION

Direct 
LAS VEGAS

FROM

COMING TO THECOMING TO THE

YOUR FAVORITE ENTERTAINERS,YOUR FAVORITE THEATER

562-916-8500
cerritoscenter.com

Tommy Tune, 
Tonight!

Human NatureCesar Millan  


