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  INSIDE:

O c t o b e r  4

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos Community 
College Board of Trustees in 
a 4-3 vote directed College 
President Dr. Linda Lacy to 
work with the college’s gener-
al legal counsel and the Build-
ing Trades Council representa-
tives to develop a draft Project 
Labor Agreement (PLA) for 
Board discussion and possible 
adoption.

Board President Carman 
Avalos and board members 
Marisa Perez, Dr. Sandra 
Salazar and John Paul Drayer 
turned aside a proposal by 
Trustee  Robert Arthur that the 
board direct the administration 

Cerritos College Board Majority Moves 
Forward on Controversial Contract 

to seek an outside cost benefit 
analysis report for board re-
view and develop an unbiased 
report on PLA’s that could be 
used as a presentation to com-
munity groups throughout the 
district for their input. 

The action came at a meet-
ing following board discussion 
on the pros and cons of PLA’s 
and the fact PLA’s have a track 
record of construction  costs 
overruns that were questioned 
by Trustees Bob Arthur, Dr. 
Robert  Hughlett and Dr. Shin 
Liu. Future construction proj-
ects are  planned by the college 
under the $350 million Mea-
sure G previously approved by 
the voters. 

VOTE NOV. 4

•  Guarantee Student Achievement & Success                                                       
•  Enforce Student-centered Budget Management                                                                                            
•  Sustain Quality Education through Integrity, Honesty & Experience

ENDORSED BY 
Assemblywoman Cristina Garcia  •  Supervisor Don Knabe 

My Goals     #1364191

Cerritos College                  
Board Members  

Bob Arthur 
Dr. Bob Hughlett

ABC Board Members 
Olympia Chen, Sophia Tse, 

Lynda Johnson, Celia Spitzer, 
Soo Yoo & Maynard Law

 

Dr. Hughlett said a look at  
PLA’s track record on construc-
tion projects shows they have 
a record of overruns. He ques-
tioned the rush by the major-
ity on the Board of Trustees to 
conclude a contract with them. 
He also noted some members 
of the majority have admitted 
the union has made contribu-
tions to their campaigns.

According to Trustee Bob 
Arthur  if the College signs an 
agreement, non-union compa-
nies could bid on contracts, 
but under a PLA contract only 
a small number of their core 
workers would be allowed on 

Gallucci: ‘Cerritos Still a Vibrant, Growing City’

Cerritos Sheriff Deputies gathered at Cerritos Wood Ranch Restaurant Sept. 17 prior to their annual Special 
Olympics fundraiser where they waited on tables at the restaurant. Brandon Adachi, Special Olympics Man-
ager of Volunteers and Special Events, said a second fundraiser is scheduled at the Red Robin Restaurant at 
the Cerritos Mall. Combined they hope to raise $3,500 from the two events to be used for local groups. Adachi 
said the purpose of the events is to raise funds and promote awareness of the Special Olympics program. Re-
cent activities included a soccer tournament on Sept. 28 between two Special Olympics teams. 
 

Special Olympics Program Held at Wood Ranch

By Larry Caballero

Artesia may be one of the 
most diverse cities in America, 
but never has the City hosted 
an event that would bring 
together so many countries 
in one place at one time as 
planned for Oct. 4 on Pioneer 
Blvd. from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Fifteen nations will be per-
forming traditional dances and 
songs while displaying and 
selling their products. More 
than 10,000 people are antici-
pated to attend the first annual 
International Street Fair & Di-
versity Festival from 11 a.m.-
10 p.m. 

The DES Portuguese Hall 
will be hosting a Beer and Wine 
Garden on Pioneer Boulevard, 
and guests will be allowed to 
drink as they walk, shop, and 
enjoy the multicultural non-
stop entertainment performed 
on two massive stages.  

The event will take place 
between 183rd and 188th 
Streets, and guests are encour-
aged to take advantage of the 
free Shuttle Service that will 
transport them to and from the 
Fair. 

Several locations in Arte-
sia near the event have been 
chosen for shuttle pickups and 
drop-offs,  so be sure to check 
out the Shuttle Map on page 5

Artesia Is 
Ready for 
Street Fair

See Cerritos College Page 2

By Jerry Bernstein

“Many people believe the 
city of Cerritos has no room 
to grow,” said City Manager 
Art Gallucci to members of 
the Cerritos Optimist Club at 
its Sept 25 breakfast meeting. 
“They are wrong,” he said. 
“We have a lot of activity, and 
there is a lot of construction 
going on,” he asserted. 

He said Cerritos is a non-
property tax city. “We’re called 
a No Low city. That means we 
have to raise $85 million a year 
in other ways.  That sum is just 
our operating funds. The entire 
city budget is a $120 million.” 

He said the city used to 
have Redevelopment money, 
but four years ago the legisla-
ture closed down the 400 Re-
development Agencies in the 

state.  What that meant to Cer-
ritos was the loss of $30 mil-
lion in revenue from the city’s 
two Redevelopment Agencies. 

“We have to raise that mon-
ey in other ways,” he said. “The 
largest amount comes from the 
Cerritos Auto Mall. Last year 
52,000 cars were sold equiva-
lent to $1 billion in sales.

“This year we are on tract 
to meet that same record.” He 

said the city receives approxi-
mately $14-15 million from 
the Auto Mall. “That just cov-
ers law enforcement costs,” he 
noted. 

Gallucci said the other 
large source of revenue comes 
from the Los Cerritos Center 
(Mall) that is currently going 
through an expansion.  He said 

                  See Cerritos Page 10

See Artesia Street Fair Page 11
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Artesia Librarian Receives 
Certificate of Recognition

Members of the Artesia City Council present Artesia Librarian Barba-
ra Nightingale with a Certificate of Recognition at its Sept. 8 meeting 
marking the 35th Annual Bookmark Contest held by the Los Angeles 
County Library. The theme of this year’s contest is “Dream in Color.” 
Participants include Kindergarten, Grades 2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. The 
contest closes Oct. 4. 

I am writing to provide 
you with information about 
Measure AA, a local General 
Obligation (G.O.) bond on this 
November’s ballot. 

If passed, Measure AA  
will provide $195.2 million 
for the funding 
of major reno-
vations, repairs 
and upgrades to 
classrooms and 
schools through-
out our District. 
These projects 
include:
•  Repairing and modernizing 
aging classrooms at schools 
throughout the District
• Repairing and replacing 
roofs and outdated heating, 
ventilation and air condition-
ing systems
•  Expanding and improving 
career technical education fa-
cilities for science, technology, 
engineering and math
•  Increasing student safe-
ty with seismic retrofits of 
schools and classrooms, up-
grading lighting and fencing 
for improved campus security, 
and redesigning unsafe student 
drop-off/ pick-up locations
• Upgrading classrooms through-
out the District with up-to-date 
technology and computers

Measure AA requires ap-
proval by at least 55 percent 
of those voters casting ballots. 
If passed, bond funds cannot 
be used for administrator or 
teacher salaries, benefits or 
pensions. 

In addition, 
all bond expen-
ditures must, by 
law, be annual-
ly reviewed by 
an independent 
citizens’ over-
sight commit-
tee and audited 

by an independent accounting 
firm. 

Repayment of the bonds 
will be made by an annual as-
sessment of all property own-
ers within the District. 

The amount of this assess-
ment, as well as many other 
questions, is covered more ful-
ly in the attached Frequently 
Asked Questions, which I urge 
you to read. 

I look forward to having 
an opportunity to further dis-
cuss Measure AA with you, or 
any other issues or concerns 
you may have.  I hope the in-
formation provided will help 
you make an informed deci-
sion on Election Day, Nov. 4, 
2014. 

Important Information 
About Measure AA

 By Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu

The Cerritos City Council recognized Edward Hsiang with the Eagle 
Scout distinction, the highest award in the Boy Scouts of America. 
Only 2 percent of the organization’s membership holds the distinction.  
A member of Boy Scout Troop 693, Hsiang was one of 37 volun-
teers who helped organize and plan the construction of an informa-
tional kiosk at the Whittier Narrows Nature Center in South El Mon-
te. The project took approximately 227 hours to plan and complete.

City Council Honors Eagle Scout

Members of the LBS Fi-
nancial Credit Union Mar-
keting Department presented 
Juarez Elementary School 
with school supplies Sept. 11 
during a visit to the school. 

This is the fourth year un-
der an annual program “Adopt 
a School.” Supplies included 
a 40-inch TV for the school’s 

Participating in the event were Christina Ford, Marketing Coordinator; 
David Stephens, Marketing Assistant; Heather Summers, Senior Vice 
President, Marketing; Jennifer Marine, Business Development Specialist; 
and Rosalina Vergara, Marketing Manager. Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu 
and Principal Christine Balbuena thanked the credit union.

LBS Credit Union Presents 
Juarez with School Supplies

engineering class, two sets of 
industrial shelves and 27 gal-
lon plastic bins with covers 
also for the engineering class. 

Other items included, back-
packs, notebooks, etc. that were 
on the school’s wish list. The 
Credit Union also visits schools 
in Bellflower and Long Beach 
Unified School Districts. 

the job site and only after hav-
ing to hire one union worker 
for one of their own. “In addi-
tion,” he said, “all merit shop 
employees must have their 
benefits (health and pensions) 
paid into the PLA’s trust funds 
despite the fact they will never 
benefit from them due to the 
union vesting requirements. 

This means the merit shop 
firm will pay double the costs 
for benefits for its employees.
He added that Cerritos College 
students enrolled  in construc-
tion apprentice trade programs 
would be prohibited from be-
ing employed by any construc-
tion contractor doing work at 
the college under a PLA. 
Construction Costs

Studies done on PLA’s 
have shown that in every in-
stance construction costs have 
increased substantially, and 
cost-savings proposed by pro-
ponents are non-existent and 
unfounded. There is also re-
duced completion, as reported 
by Mark Breslin of the Engi-

neering and Utility Contractors 
Association. He said, “PLA’s 
have, in some ways become 
a welfare program for some 
unions that have been unwill-
ing or incapable of meeting the 
markets needs for years.”

The San Diego County 
Taxpayers Association Re-
view of San Diego’s County 
Water Authority’s Emergency 
Storage Project said “Cost 
Savings proposed by the PLA 
proponents are substantially 
unfounded.”

Wayne Lindholm of Hen-
sel Phelps Construction  ac-
cused PLAs of discrimination 
and interference with existing 
work rules that union contrac-
tors already have in place. He 
said in all probability his com-
pany will not bid on future 
projects covered by a PLA.

A National University 
study after reviewing 500-plus 
school construction projects in 
California revealed PLA’s add 
13-15 percent more to the cost 
of projects.

Cerritos College Contract From Page 1

w  w  w
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Photo By Kristin Keiser 
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ARTESIA:

Artesia Historical Society 11th Annual Gala
Oct. 3    7 p.m.   “Original” Artesia DES Portuguese Hall 
This evening will be dedicated to profiling the Portuguese 
Community of Artesia, recognizing their contributions to 
the community and honoring their traditions. For more 
information on individual seats or tables call (562) 860-3623. 

International Street Fair and Diversity Festival              
Oct. 4    11 a.m. - 10 p.m. Pioneer Blvd. between 188th     
and 183rd Streets. Food booths, vendors, cultural shows, 
etc.  See ad on Page 12.

Spooktacular Halloween Event                                                                             
Oct. 31   6 - 8 p.m.   Artesia Park & Albert O. Little                                           
Community Center - Carnival Games, Trunk or Treating, 
Limbo Contest, Costume Contest, free hot dogs and punch

CERRITOS:                                                                

Annual Health & Wellness Fair                                                                                 
Oct. 3  8:30-11:30 a.m.  Cerritos Senior Center

1st CEB Golf Classic                                                            
The 7th Annual 1st CEB Golf Classic, sponsored by the 
U.S. Marine Corps 1st Combat Engineer Battalion Adoption 
Committee, is scheduled for Oct. 18 at 7 a.m. at Iron-Wood 
Nine Golf Course in Cerritos. Those interested in supporting 
this event should contact Jim Edwards at (562) 924-6582. 
Non-golfers may have lunch with the Marines for $20.

Halloween Festival                                                                                
Oct. 31    5 - 10 p.m.  Cerritos Regional Park                          
Food & Rides, Happy Haunt Fun Zone, Game Booths,  
Haunted House, Family Fun, Costume Parades

HAWAIIAN GARDENS:

City Sponsored Clean Up!                                                                                    
Oct. 11    7 a.m. - 1 p.m.  or until bins are full                                                                           
226th Street & Wardham Ave.                                                                                          
Dispose of unwanted trash, furniture, appliances, general 
household debris and green waste. For more information 
please contact City Hall (562) 420-2641, Ext. 231                     
or 242.  *Proof of residency is required.

LA PALMA:                                               

Halloween Carnival                                                                                           
Oct. 31   6 - 8:30   Central Park                                             
Costume Contest with prizes, games, haunted area

School Bond Measure AA

Next School 
Board Meeting: 

Tuesday, Oct. 7    
7 p.m.

District Office: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

The ABC Citizens for 
Responsible School Spend-
ing Committee Oppose 
Measure AA, which is a large 
property tax increase for ABC 
school improvements that 
does not have a detailed plan.
•  The $195.2 million bond, 
including interest, will cost 

taxpayers nearly $400 million. For every dol-
lar that is borrowed, you pay back over $2.
•  The bond will be repaid by ALL home and 
business owners through an annual tax in-
crease for the next 36 years (until 2051). Rent-
ers will also be affected with these increases, 
which will be passed on to them by their land-
lords. Families of out-of-district students DO 
NOT PAY these taxes.
•  If approved, the average property owner 
will increase their existing annual taxes by ap-
proximately $200 or more the first year.
•  In 1997, voters approved a $59 million AB-
CUSD modernization bond and the District 
promised it would repair and replace roofs 
and inefficient heating and air condition-
ing systems. Work on all 29 school sites was 
completed in 2004. ABCUSD is asking vot-
ers again for an additional $195.2 million for 
these SAME projects! Bond money was spent 
on routine maintenance items with a short use-
ful life. Any new debt should be spent only on 
facilities with a useful life lasting as long as 
the bond debt.
•  ABCUSD has not provided the public with a 
prioritized project and detailed cost list of the 
projects to be funded, and ABCUSD cannot 
tell us how the funds will be allocated.
•  The district paid $128,000 of taxpayer 
dollars to an architect firm to create a $645 
million Facilities Master Plan “wish list” 
which took about two months to complete. A 
sensible plan takes 18-24 months to develop 
a with extensive input from parents, commu-
nity stakeholders, teachers and construction 
professionals. Alternative funding resources 
must be researched. If passed, over $1 million 
in fees will be paid to bond advisors, lawyers 
and underwriters.
•  ABCUSD residents currently pay for a $59 
million 1997 ABCUSD Modernization Bond, 
a $210 million 2004 and a $350 million 2012 
Cerritos College Bond. This November, we 
will be asked to vote for a $7 billion State of 
California Water Bond and a $1.6 billion Los 
Angeles County Parks Parcel Tax. We cannot 
afford MORE TAXES!

Join teachers, families, senior citizens 
and business owners to stop a bad  plan 

and vote NO on measure AA.

By Larry Caballero

Su Casa—Ending Do-
mestic Violence Executive 
Director Vicki Doolittle and 
Boardmembers have been pre-
paring for a year the celebra-
tion of their 35th Anniversary 
Gala planned for Oct. 26 at the 
Artesia DES Portuguese Hall 
from 5 - 8 p.m. 

Dinner choices include 
steak, fish or vegetarian, a no 
host bar is on-site, and a very 
informational and entertaining 
program will be presented for 
the 200 guests who are plan-
ning to attend. 

Children who are living in 
the Transitional or Emergency 
Shelters have donated their 
colorful and unique artwork 
that will be on display for sale.  
Each art piece will be accom-
panied by a short bio of the 
child who created it.

Su Casa To Celebrate 
35th Anniversary at Gala

“We are so excited that we 
will be able to show our guests 
a very good time while honor-
ing and recognizing the many 
individuals who have worked 
so hard, and dedicated them-
selves for so many years, to Su 
Casa’s mission of empowering 
individuals and families to live 
free from domestic abuse while 
building partnerships with 
communities to end domestic 
violence,” said Doolittle.

“Su Casa chose October 
for the Gala because it’s Do-
mestic Violence Awareness 
Month. “We are still welcom-
ing sponsorships for our event, 
and tickets are still available, 
but we need RSVPs by Oct. 
10.”  

Cost is $75 per person or 
$600 per table of 8.  For more 
information, call 562-421-
6537 or email at info@sucas-
adv.org.

Hawaiian Gardens YAL Wins 
1st Place at Talent Show

Our local public schools 
are a critical community as-
set and should be our num-
ber one priority. From higher 
achieving students to stimu-
lating our local economy to 
improved housing values, in-
vesting in our schools makes 
a difference.
•  Measure AA is a local school improvement 
general obligation bond measure that will be 
on the Nov. 4 General Election ballot.  
•  If approved by at least 55 percent of voters, 
Measure AA will make $195.2 million avail-
able to fund major renovations, repairs and up-
grades to classrooms and schools throughout 
the ABC Unified School District.
•  Measure AA will provide funding to improve 
our schools while ensuring that taxpayer dol-
lars are spent efficiently, effectively, and only 
on projects that make our schools better for our 
children.
•  ABC schools are over 50 years old on aver-
age and our newest school is nearly 40 years 
old. Facilities have been maintained, but many 
need for renovations and upgrades.  
• Measure AA provides funding for vital im-
provements in our schools including: expand-
ing and renovating science labs throughout 
the district, repairing and replacing roofs and 
outdated heating and air conditioning systems, 
renovating and expanding libraries throughout 
our school district.  
• All expenditures will be reviewed by an inde-
pendent citizens’ oversight committee and an-
nually audited. Interest rates are at a historic low 
and by borrowing at these lower rates, taxpayers 
will save tens of millions of dollars in interest.
•  No funds can be spent on salaries, benefits, 
or pensions. This measure is about improv-
ing facilities in our schools and providing our 
children with a better learning environment.                                  
•  The rate per property owner is estimated to be 
just $4 a month per $100,000 of assessed valua-
tion. Assessed valuation should not be confused 
with market value. Assessed valuations are the 
value placed on the property by the County and 
are typically lower than market values.
•  Our children deserve better schools and 
Measure AA is a smart, targeted, and fiscally 
responsible way to improve them.
•  Measure AA will improve our children’s edu-
cation, help maintain housing values, stimulate 
our local economy, and save taxpayers millions 
of dollars in interest.

Prepare our students for success              
and vote YES on Measure AA 

to support ABC schools.

VOTE        
YES VOTE 

  NO

The Hawaiian Gardens City Council presented a Certification of Rec-
ognition to members of the Youth Activity League (YAL) for win-
ning first place in the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Youth Foundation 
“Kids Got Talent” Show.

http://www.supportabcschools.com      http://www.NoNewABCTax.com
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By Jerry Bernstein

Social Order Rests on 
Family Education; Family 
Education Rests on Integrity

Jay Leno’s CCPA Performance a Big Hit 

Dear Editor,

Let me say at the onset 
that I am a strong supporter 
of Proposition AA on the 
November ballot, both as a 
former teacher in ABC, who 
spent nearly all of my 38-year 
career in a still-used school 
built in the 1940s, and because 
my home’s value is at least 10 
percent higher because of the 
quality of our local school dis-
trict.

The last bond issue in 
1997 brought my school air 
conditioning in many rooms 
for the first time, new heating 
units that were not a fire haz-
ard, white boards instead of 
chalkboards, lowered ceilings 

to improve lighting and energy 
efficiency, television monitors 
to replace 16mm projectors, 
new appliances in the school 
kitchen, ADA compliant ramps 
and restrooms, repaired roofs, 
asbestos abatement, upgraded 
wiring, and improved security 
measures.  None of these proj-
ects are “routine maintenance” 
items as some imply.

That bond did great things, 
but it was relatively small and 
many needed things had to 
be postponed or prioritized.  
Now is the time to complete 
the project and make all our 
schools 21st century facilities 
for 21st century learning.

  
Gavin Riley

My Friend from Fruitcake, 
Florida walked into the office, 
sat himself down in front of 
my desk and said nothing.

Finally he looked up and 
said, “I’m glad I reside in a 
small town. We have issues, 
but nothing compared to here.”

“I’m not sure I know what 
you mean,“ I replied.

“Well, you have a  pend-
ing school bond issue, a col-
lege board election which in 
all probability will affect the 
college’s accreditation and 
labor relations, a state-wide 
election and a Cerritos City 
Council election in March. In 
Fruitcake,” he said, “we have 
issues but it seems here in 
California, you have to have 
everything at once.”

“It just looks that way,” 
I explained. “It just happens 
the city council has three seats 
up for election in March. Two 
seats are being vacated be-
cause of term limits and the 
Mayor is seeking re-election 
for the third seat. 

As far as the school dis-
trict’s bond issue, the school 
board decided to hold it at the 
same time as the general elec-
tion, saving them the cost of 
a special election. It just so 
happens there is a state-wide 
election for the legislature and 
governor. I’m sure these things 
happen in Florida, too.”

 “Well, I have to admit 
you’re right,” he said, “except 
in Fruitcake, we don’t have as 
many local issues.”

I wasn’t sure what he 
meant by that. I responded by 
saying, “The bond issue is im-
portant. The schools need to 
be upgraded physically along 

with new technology in the 
classroom. However, one of 
the problems is many hom-
eowners feel they’re still pay-
ing for two previous college 
issues, the last school district 
bond issue and now if the 
current bond passes they will 
be paying an additional tax. 
I think they just don’t want 
to add another tax on top of 
what they are already paying. 
In addition, the legislature ap-
proved an increase in the gas 
tax, which will soon be added 
to the cost of gasoline. 

“They have a point,” he 
said. My Friend From Fruit-
cake, Florida sat there in si-
lence for a few moments. 
Changing the subject he asked, 
“What’s going on at Cerritos 
College?”

I said, “When the accredi-
tation committee visited the 
campus a few months ago,  
they told the Board of Trust-
ees it had until mid-March to 
get its act together. So far the 
Board majority has ignored 
the warning. Apparently they 
are too busy taking care of 
themselves.”

“What does that mean?” 
he asked.

“If they maintain their 
majority in the coming elec-
tion, you’ll see soon enough,” 
I replied.” They are pushing 
for a Project Labor Agreement 
(PLA)  that would affect future 
construction projects scheduled 
under the 2012 $350 million 
Measure G. This could increase 
construction costs on future 
projects, limit the number of 
bidders, and prohibit students 
enrolled at Cerritos for con-
struction apprentice trade pro-
grams from being employed by 
the construction contractor do-
ing work under the PLA. 

“If that’s true, why are 
they pushing it?” he asked.

“That’s a good question. 
They may try to vote on it be-
fore the election.”

 “Life is much simpler in 
Fruitcake,” he commented. 

Dear Editor,

The ABC Unified School 
District proposed an ambitious 
Bond Tax (Measure AA) to all 
District property owners for 
the Nov. 4 election.  ABCUSD 
is requesting  additional funds 
to modernize school facilities 
and to enhance educational 
programs. 

I do not support Measure 
AA because it is not fair for 
the District to pass on its ex-
penses to the property own-
ers in the District, when many 
property owners are still fac-
ing economic uncertainty and 
under-employment in a tight 
job market.

First, Measure AA will be 
an extra burden to the existing 
bond tax payment. In 1997, 
ABCUSD asked property  
owners to pay the First Bond 
Payment of $59 million for the 
purpose of modernizing school 
facilities. 

All District home owners 
have been paying $75 to $300 
per year since then. The Dis-
trict spent all of the $59 Mil-

lion in the first 5 to 8 years 
for routine maintenance. The 
remaining balance is $42 mil-
lion, and homeowners still 
have to pay this until 2034. 

Second, the New Bond 
Payment is extremely high.  
ABC’s New Tax plan of $195 
million levies homeowners an 
additional $50 per $100,000 
Assessed Property Value. This 
would be a tremendous burden 
to District Homeowners. 

Every Household would 
pay $150 to $600 per year in 
addition to the $75 to $300 
per year 1997 Bond tax. These 
payments would continue until 
2051. This is a record-break-
ing Bond Tax Rate and much 
higher than other neighboring 
school districts, such as Fuller-
ton, Cypress, and Brea.

Third, during the last re-
cession, many property owners 
in the District were affected by 
the economic downturn. Many 
lost their jobs and ultimate-
ly their homes because they 
couldn’t meet their mortgage 
payments. 

Others were demoted at 

work or received pay cuts, 
creating economic hardship 
and making it more difficult 
to keep up with mortgage pay-
ments. And we are still living 
in the aftermath of the long re-
cession.

If Measure AA is passed, 
homeowners will be burdened 
by three Educational Bond 
Taxes because there was a 
third Bond Tax initiated by 
Cerritos Community College 
in 2004. If you add these three 
together, District homeowners 
would pay $300 to $1200 per 
year, and $10,800 to $43,200 
total for the next 36 years, de-
pending on property value. 

Why should ABC home-
owners pay the highest educa-
tion tax among the neighbor-
ing school districts? 

I do not support Measure 
AA. I suggest that the District 
withdraw passing Measure AA 
from the November Election 
this year. It is economically 
detrimental to the community. 

James Kang
Former ABC Board Member

Dear Editor,

As a city official, I know 
how tough the economy has 
been for many of our residents, 
and the last thing they need is 
an additional cost.  

Measure AA is asking 
for additional funds that will 
cost property owners, busi-
ness owners and tenants more 
money out of pocket at a time 
when the District is still col-
lecting money from past bond 
measures.

Measure AA impacts and 
affects all of us.  Many of our 
friends and neighbors have 
lost their jobs or their homes, 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Vote NO on Measure AA

and industries and businesses 
have closed down or reduced 
their operations.

Am I missing something 
here? What happened to the 
California Lottery that was 
passed and approved by vot-
ers? A certain percentage of 
the Lottery revenues were 
supposed to be spent on pub-
lic education. Where did that 
money go?

As District K-12 enroll-
ment is declining, maybe 
schools need to be closed down 
unless they have enough stu-
dents to keep the doors open.  
Maybe we shouldn’t be en-
couraging students to enroll in 

our schools if they don’t live 
in the ABC District. Maybe 
the ABC School Board needs 
to seriously consider merging 
or consolidating or both.

Everyone wants our schools 
to be the very best they can be, 
and I understand that the Dis-
trict has taken a hit economi-
cally like every other group, 
but the District needs to find 
other sources of revenue other 
than expecting the voters to 
support a bond that will be an 
economic burden to many of 
our residents.

Tony Lima
Mayor of Artesia

*  *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts was filled 
to capacity for the Sept. 28 
matinee featuring Jay Leno.  

On the “Late Night Show,” 
Leno gave short monologues 
on happenings throughout 
the world, commenting about 
politicians, artists and news 
media stories. On the Cerritos 
Performing Arts stage he dis-
cussed many subjects, giving 
the audience one laugh after 
another.

His tour de force had the 
audience eating out of his hand. 

His “everyman” style makes 
the audience feel he is talking 
to each of them personally. At 
one point he asked those seated 
in the front rows if they were 
retired, what they did profes-
sionally before retirement and 
how they liked it. 

Whatever question he 
asked, the short conversation 
ended up with a laugh. One 
woman said she was a house-
wife. He asked her if she was 
retired. Other topics included 
medicines and their side ef-
fects, over the counter pills 
and their labels, politicians, 
and more. Each  one ended 
with the audience roaring in 
laughter.  

Leno’s style has won mil-
lions of fans worldwide and 
his performance at the Cerri-
tos Center for the Performing 
Arts demonstrated why he has 
retained his popularity. Upon 
leaving the stage he received a 

standing ovation. 
Leno’s career began in 

college and by 1987 he was 
guest hosting on the Tonight 
Show. Upon Johnny Carson’s 
retirement he was selected as 
the new host. For two decades 
he presided over the nation’s 
top late night show.

Opening for the comedian 
was Street Corner Renais-
sance (SCR), an ensemble 
with a unique  capella Doo-
Wop Sound that intertwines 
with social and cultural aware-
ness themes in their repertoire, 
along with classical Soul songs 
mixed with some comedy. The 
group immediately won over 
the audience. 

Their debut recording 
“Meet Me On The Corner” 
wowed the critics and led to 
their appearance at the Drew 
Festival where they became 
the first cappella group to per-
form at the event. 

LETTERS continued
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ROSE A. REETS
LUTCF     Lic. # 0539473

11423 E. 187th St.  Ste. 103
Artesia, CA  90701
Bus:  (562) 926 7744
Fax:  (562) 926- 0707

rreets@farmersagent.com
www. farmersagent.com/rreeets

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos Optimist 
Club held its 44th Annual In-
stallation and Awards Banquet 
Sept. 13 at The Old Ranch 
Country Club in Seal Beach. 

Sworn in as President 
was  Richard Alegria. Serv-
ing with him is President Elect 
Gary Mchatton, Vice President 
Richard Li, Secretary, Bran-
don Gross, Treasurer, Wayne 
Switzer, and Past President 
Phil Hickok. 

Incoming Directors are 
Terry Matz, Alan Barkhordar, 
Martin Flax and Joe Duran. 
Returning Directors are Histo-
rian, Jack Evans, Ellen Latino, 
and Robert Hensen.

Retiring President Phil 

Alegria New President 
of Cerritos Optimist Club

Newly sworn in Optimist President Richard Alegria (left) presents retiring 
President Phil Hickok with an Optimist plaque for his year in office, “A 
job well done.”

Presenting outgoing Cerritos Optimist Club President  Phil Hickok with a 
City Commendation for his service to the community during his term in of-
fice are Mayor Pro Tem Carol Chen and City Councilmember  George Ray.

Hikok thanked his Board of 
Directors for their continuing 
support during his term in of-
fice. “I couldn’t have asked for 
a better board,” he said. In a 
side quip he said his wife Pam 
kept asking him when he was 
going back to work. “I saw 
more of you when you were 
working then I do now,” she 
said. 

“Seriously,” he continued, 
“I want to thank you for your 
support.”

Incoming President Rich-
ard Alegria said, “We have a 
good club with active mem-
bers. Most importantly we are 
a community organization. No, 
we are more than that, we are 
a family dedicated to serve our 
youth and community.”

Artesia International Street Fair & Diversity Festival
Shuttle Route  •  October 4, 2014  •   11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Los Cerritos Center Adds New Harkins 
Theater and Stores In Redevelopment

Los Cerritos Center an-
nounced plans to add a Harkins 
Theatres 16-screen megaplex 
and retailers DICK’S Sporting  
Goods, Zara, UNIQLO, and 
Microsoft.  

The mall kicked off the 
two-wing construction proj-
ect this summer, with planned 
grand openings beginning in 
fall 2015.  Los Cerritos Cen-
ter is owned and operated by 
Macerich, one of the nation’s 
leading regional shopping cen-
ter companies.

“We are bringing a set of 
new attractions to Los Cerri-
tos Center to meet the robust 
shopper demand in this out-
standing trade area,” said Ken 
Kraus, Property Manager for 
Los Cerritos Center. 

“This property introduced 
a new, larger Nordstrom in 
2010. Now, adding a brand-
new Harkins Theatre and oth-
er great retailers helps make 

sure this popular shopping 
destination continues to be 
the region’s sophisticated yet 
approachable source for top 
shopping, dining and enter-
tainment,” he added.

The Harkins Theatres 
will be a 78,000 square-foot 
luxury megaplex featuring 16 
screens, including California’s 
first Cine Capri® auditorium 
with a screen in excess of 80 
feet and Dolby Atmos® ob-
jectbased 3D sound. 

Highlights of the new the-
atre include: Ultimate Loung-
er® seats (plush, electronic 
reclining seats) in all audito-
riums; Harkins’ exclusive in-
lobby children’s Play Center; 
reserved seating; curved wall-
to-wall screens; pristine state-
of-the-art digital projection 
and sound; in-lobby bar and 
lounge featuring an expanded 
menu with a wide selection of 
wine, cocktails and beers.

DICK’S Sporting Goods, 
the leading omni-channel 
sporting goods retailer, will 
bring an extensive assort-
ment of authentic, high-qual-
ity sports equipment, apparel, 
footwear and accessories.

International clothing and 
accessories brand, ZARA –  
with fashions for men, women 
and children – will have a new 
22,000 square-foot store. 

Japan’s UNIQLO, which 
is new to Southern California, 
will feature apparel for men, 
women and children in its 
10,000 square-foot store.

Microsoft will open its 
13th store in California that 
will be a little over 1,800 
square feet. Microsoft Stores 
offer an assortment of prod-
ucts, including Windows 8.1 
PCs, tablets, Windows Phones, 
Xbox One, Microsoft Office 
365 and more. 

Cerritos Mayor Mark Pu-
lido said, “We applaud Macer-
ich for continuing to invest in 
its outstanding property, which 
is a true asset to our commu-
nity.”

Mall stores will be open 
throughout the construction 
process. For updates, visit 
www.ShopLosCerritos.com/
Redevelopment or like us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/ShopLosCerritos. 
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

By Larry Caballero

Cerritos College Board-
member Dr. Shin Liu was de-
lighted that so many school and 
community leaders attended her 
recent kick-off event Sep. 14 at 
the Shadow Park Clubhouse to 
praise her many accomplish-
ments as a boardmember and 
her passion for protecting stu-
dent programs and services.

Cerritos College Board-
members Bob Arthur and Dr. 
Bob Hughlett said that Liu “al-
ways does her homework be-
fore the meetings, attends most 
of the school events, arrives on 
time for the meetings and al-

City, School Officials Praise Dr. Shin Liu 

Attending a Sep. 14 kick-off event for Cerritos College Boardmember Dr. 
Shin Liu were: (l-r) Former Cerritos College Boardmember Jeanie McHat-
ton, Former Cerritos Mayors Grace Hu, Sherman and Gloria Kappe, Dr. Liu, 
Cerritos College Boardmembers Bob Arthur and Dr. Bob Hughlett, ABC 
Boardmember Olympia Chen and Cerritos Mayor Pro-Tem Carol Chen.

ways puts students first.”
Former Cerritos College 

Boardmember Jeanie McHat-
ton said, “I have watched Shin 
in action, and she is all about 
the Cerritos College students 
and providing them with the 
best possible education. She 
is willing to put in the time to 
study all issues presented to 
the board. She has done a great 
job on the College Board and 
will continue to serve the com-
munity she represents well.”

ABC Boardmember Lyn-
da Johnson said, “Dr. Shin 
Liu is a college professor who 
is experienced, dedicated and 
honest. Dr. Liu understands 

the educational needs of the 
Filipino community, and she 
will devote her time to serve 
the community well. Please 
vote for Dr. Shin Liu when the 
college is facing challenges in 
accreditation and budgets.”

ABC School Boardmem-
bers Olympia Chen and Celia 
Spitzer agreed. “Prof. Shin 
Liu is a caring educator who is 
always thinking about what’s 
best for the students.”     

Former Cerritos City May-
ors Sherman and Gloria Kappe 
said, “Shin Liu has done an 
excellent job on the Cerritos 
College Board during her first 
term, and certainly deserves to 
be re-elected.  We hope you’ll 
join us in voting for Shin 
on Nov. 4.”

Former Cerritos Mayors 
Carol Chen and Grace Hu 
agreed. “We have supported 
Shin Liu from the start be-
cause we know how hard she 
works for her students, and she 
deserves another four years on 
the Cerritos College Board.”

Supervisor Don Knabe 
was unable to attend the event, 
but he also commented, “Dr. 
Shin Liu is not only experi-
enced, dedicated and honest 
but deserves a seat on the Cer-
ritos College Board.”

“Cerritos Celebrates the 
Arts,” a month of art-themed 
activities, kicked off in the 
Cerritos Sculpture Garden at 
6:30 p.m. on Oct. 1. 

A new lighted sculpture by 
Cliff Garten, “Infinity,” was 
showcased. Members of the 
Fine Arts and Historical Com-
mission, who selected the art-
ist and art piece, attended.

Another addition to the 
Sculpture Garden is “Ocean 
Dancer,” which was formerly 
located on the corner of Arte-
sia Boulevard and Bloomfield 
Avenue.

The event included a brief 
program by the Cerritos City 
Council, live music and re-
freshments. 

The Americans for the 
Arts designated October as 
National Arts and Humanities 
Month to celebrate how the 

Cerritos Kicks Off Arts Month 
with New ‘Infinity’ Sculpture

arts enhance and enrich our 
daily lives.

The city’s Recreation Ser-
vices Division will hold art-
themed children’s activities 
throughout October, including 
classes and events that focus 
on visual and performing arts.

A children’s poster contest 
with a theme “Life Is Better 
With Art in It” will also take 
place in October.

The Cerritos Senior Cen-
ter will feature art and dance 
classes, and arts and crafts 
from Senior Center classes 
will be on display in the World 
Hall area.

Cerritos Library’s October 
schedule highlights numerous 
art-themed events, includ-
ing arts and crafts for kids, an 
art contest and a short story 
contest. For information, call 
(562) 916-1388. 

The new “Infinity” art piece in the Cerritos Sculpture Garden was high-
lighted at the “Cerritos Celebrates the Arts” month kick-off on Oct. 1.
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Artesia DES
   Portuguese Food & 
   Sandwiches
ArtesiaHistorical Society    
   Water & Soda
Artesia-Cerritos Lions  
   Snacks, Juice & Gatorade
Artesia Parent Group
   Snack Bar Food
Ashoka the Great  
   Cuisine of India
Bangle Bazaar  
   Ice Cream
Belly Bomz Kitchen  
   Korean Food Truck
Clemente Fruits  
   Fruta
D & G, Inc.  
   Funnel Cakes/Slushies
Eriel’s Bakery
   Baked Goods & Grilled       
   Skewers
Fluff Ice Truck 
   Fluff Ice & Boba
Josephine’s Bistro
   Filipino Food
Julio’s Pizza 
   Tacos & Wings
Mezban Biryani Palace 
   Indian Cuisine
Milk & Honey 
   Boba Smoothies,            
   Chicken & Desserts
Muse Garden Restaurant  
   Shanghai & Taiwanese  
   Food
Sequoia Food  
   Variety of Chicken Plates
Shan Mahal  
   Indian-Pakistani Cuisine
Woody’s Grill Truck  
   Simple Grilled Menu

Partial List of Food Vendors

ASHOKATHE GREAT

562-809-4229

 

THE BEST LUNCH BUFFET IN TOWN!

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd., Artesia

11622  1/2 South St., Artesia
(562) 809-1088

mymilkandhoney.com

By William & Selene Lee

This small family-owned 
restaurant is located in the 99 
Ranch Market shopping mall, 
together with other restau-
rants. Husband-wife team Wil-
ly Wong and Joy Lin took over 
this restaurant about two years 
ago. Joy decorated the restau-
rant with unique and colorful 
posters on the walls reflective 

of 1930's “Shanghai girls” and 
movies with a Shanghai set-
ting and background.

But wait, there is one 
brown and white old photo 
with a young couple in Chi-
nese costumes with antique 
Chinese furniture in the back-
ground. Could that be Willy 
and Joy? It sure is. 

The owners presented us 
with four different dishes to try. 

First came the whole braised 
pork knuckle surrounded with 
Chinese greens. It was tasty 
and full of flavor, soft enough 
to break the meat down with 
your chopsticks. 

Then came the Shanghai 
short pork ribs, one of their 
best sellers. They were cooked 
to a crisp then glazed with their 
special sauce and sprinkled 
with sesame seeds. 

Next came the seaweed 
fish, pieces of  tender fish fried 
in a light batter with small bits 
of seaweed. They came with a 
side of dipping seasoning salt. 
It was delicious. 

Last but not least, was the 
Hakka Special. Hakka cui-
sine is the cooking style of the 
Hakka people originating in 
the Southeastern provinces of 
Guangdong and Fujian. This 

tasty dish has strips of dried 
beancurd, dried baby shrimps, 
strips of celery, leeks and pork 
sauteed with chili. 

Although we had dinner 
there, Muse Garden's lunch 
specials are reasonable, and 
their portions are generous 
(except Mondays & holidays). 
We found the quality of food 
and taste were both fantas-
tic. They certainly have good 
chefs in the kitchen. If you 
want to try authentic Shanghai 
cuisine, this is a place you will 
not be disappointed.    

The Muse Garden is lo-
cated at:

17901 Pioneer Blvd. 
Suite G

Artesia, CA 90701
Tel: (562) 8602088        

Muse Garden Restaurant - A Taste of Shanghai Cuisine

Selected by ABC News 
as one of the premiere 
restaurants in Artesia! 

Watch us on ABC, 
Channel 7, on Sunday, 

Oct. 5 at 6:30 “Eye on LA”

  

Muse Garden Shanghai Restaurant
Excellent Chinese Food 

at Reasonable Prices

See Review 
Above

Come give us a try 
at the Artesia Street Fair!

17901 Pioneer Blvd.  #G
Artesia, CA  90701 (562) 860-2088

Visit our booth at the Artesia Street Fair.

Taste our 
delicious 

food 
at the 

Artesia 
Street Fair

Oct. 4!

Look for us at the Artesia Street Fair!

Thin Crust Pizza 
at its BEST!

See you at the Artesia Street Fair!

10% Off 
at the Artesia 

Street Fair
(with this coupon)
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Family Owned 
Since 1958

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL

24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  
Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  

Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  
Water Piping  •  Disposals 

Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 
Water Softeners 

       11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com

VENDOR BOOTHS:
Maheshwari  Solid Fashion         Fashion
Lina Cabal Dekaydalen  Marketing         Avon
Lina Cabal Dekaydalen  Marketing         E-Liq/Juice
Mala Malani  Sona Chaandi         Fashion
Li Li   Acupuncture Fungal Nail    Vendor

CRAFT BOOTHS:
Huldah Prudhome     Renee’s African Apparel      Fashion
Ann Jelinski Ali     Knitted/Toys
Trish Medici       Kitschy Cat Lady       Craft
Ivonne Rosas       Papa John’s Pizza       Craft
Erick Westra       Trinity C.R. Church Craft
Sue Gevedon        Sue G’s Jewelry  Jewelry
Steven Wolcott       SVG Frames         Frames/Plant Hangers

EXHIBITOR/NON-PROFIT BOOTHS:
Tom Chapman             Stonebridge Memorial      Exhibitor
Ferdinand Soriano  Proveenance Holdings Exhibitor
Eddie Ferrer  E.C. Ferrer CHB, Inc.  Exhibitor
Eddie Ferrer  Pangasinan Brotherhood NP #1
Eddie Ferrer  Pangasinan Brotherhood NP #2
Eddie Ferrer  Pangasinan Brotherhood NP #3

For more information, visit the City of Artesia website.
www.cityofartesia.us   

FOOD 
BOOTHS

Listed on 
Page 7

By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Around and About Alaska Adventure Part 4: Dawson to Skagway

While there were handfuls of men 
who made fortunes at the Yukon Riv-
er at Dawson, there were barrelfuls 
of men and women who immensely 
profited from selling everything from 
boots, Vaseline, Levi's or themselves.  

One evening we took the trip up 
the mountain to a lookout dome, from 
which we could see the Klondike and 
Yukon Rivers joining, and the entire 
sprawl of Dawson directly below us. 
The confluence of the two rivers dra-
matically portrayed the difference be-
tween glacial and freshwater rivers.   

The Yukon is not only the third larg-
est river in North America, but it origi-
nates at the Llewellyn Glacier.  Hence 
its flow is milky white due to the ancient 
sediments leaching into the flow.  The 
Klondike, on the other hand, is fed from 
newly fallen snow with a more transpar-
ent composition which allows the darker 
bottom below to be visible.   

Both are exceedingly chilly with 

survival time for those unlucky enough 
to take an unexpected plunge measured 
in seconds.  As one First Nation (i.e. 
Canadian Indian native) said, “It is the 
feel of a thousand knives all at once.” 
Jack London's short story “To Build a 
Fire” graphically describes the unhap-
py future of one soaked in the Yukon 
in winter. 

 Thursday was the day of the long 
300-mile bus ride to the capital of the 
Yukon Territory, Whitehorse. The Yu-
kon is two and a half times the size of 
California with just one thousandth of 
the population.  Black bears outnumber 
Homo sapiens 2:1. After 10 hours, five 
planned stops, miles of trees and three 
pauses for road construction, we rolled 
into Whitehorse at 6:30 p.m.  Our jour-
ney was tough, but we were able to 
avoid scurvy and malnutrition, thanks 
to several stops for giant cinnamon 
rolls, cheddar cheese potato chips and 
diet cokes along the way.

 Whitehorse is the capital of the Yu-
kon with 35,000 of the 39,000 inhabit-
ants of the Territory calling it home.   
The swiftly flowing Yukon River rum-
bles through a town with well-done 
relics depicting paddle wheeled life a 
hundred years ago. Our city tour in-

cluded a totally packed museum which 
depicted life in Whitehorse in 1899 
right down to the miner's shack and a 
floozie's can can costume. We also took 
in the fish ladders at the nearby dam 
and saw lotsa water, but only a handful 
of Chinook salmon wistfully looking 
up the 200,000 cubic foot per minute 
cascade.  

So if they ever make a movie titled 
“Coaches, Trains, Buses, Canoes and 
Boats,” we can write the script after 
our Saturday was complete. We started 
with a final motor coach ride through 
about 100 miles of the Whitepass Val-
ley, complete with spectacular peaks 
and water everywhere. 

Those themes continued when we 

next boarded the Whitepass Train for 
a 70-mile jaunt, which also included a 
close-up look at the Chilkoot Trail of 
1898 sourdough gold miner fame. 

The iconic photo of the guys trudg-
ing up the 45 degree mountain pass 
came alive as we basically rode our 
narrow gauge from the top of the trail 
down to Skagway at the mouth of the 
Bay of Alaska.  The train had derailed 
just a few days prior so we spent much 
of the journey trying to decide which 
trestle crossing over steep ravines 
would be the absolute worst place for 
a reoccurrence.

 Let me know what you think 
of this column and suggest others at 
b.hughlett@verizon.net.

Sept. 18, 2014     

Cerritos Center 
for the Performing Arts



          October 2, 2014                                                                            Page 9    REAL ESTATE

Want to know how much 
your home is worth?

Need answers to 
real estate questions?

Call or Text:
              Sammy Frianeza    #01825729  
      (562) 714-6459  
                Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
      sammyfrianeza@BHHScaProps.com 
 
      William Lee   #01820607 
      (818) 633-3367   
      Lima Realty  wmglee@yahoo.com

MP Insurance

MANU PATEL
Broker, MBA  Lic. # 0736431
mpinsurance@gmail.com

11646 183rd Street
Artesia, CA 90701

Cell:  562-822-0725
Office:  562-252-3333

Edited by Sammy Frianeza

QUESTION: I want to 
transfer ownership of my 
house to my son, but the mort-
gage loan is in my name. Can 
my son assume the loan and 
can he claim mortgage interest 
payments for tax purposes?

ANSWER: Each loan 
will have specific restrictions, 
although most FHA and VA 
loans are assumable. However, 
the son must still qualify for 
the loan. The mortgage pay-
ment statement 
(Form 1098) 
for tax pur-
poses can only 
be issued with 
the borrower’s 
name. Please 
consult with 
a professional 
for all tax is-
sues. (Refer-
ence: Phil Pan-
nell, Interna-
tional City Mort-
gage, (714) 329-4228)

QUESTION: How many 
people are involved in one com-
pleted real estate transaction? 
How long does it usually take to 
complete the transaction?

ANSWER: Aside from 
the buyer and the seller and 
the corresponding buyer’s re-
altor and the seller’s realtor, 
the following are involved 
in completing the real estate 
transaction: the escrow offi-
cer, the title company officer, 
the home inspector, the loan 
officer, the underwriter, the 
termite inspector, the property 
insurance broker, the notary, 
and the home warranty agent. 

It may also include a 
handyman or a home con-

Real Estate Questions
tractor to handle any repairs. 
Usual reports needed are the 
Preliminary Title report, the 
Natural Hazards report, the 
termite inspection report, the 
home inspection report and 
for condominiums, the Hom-
eowners’ Association CC&Rs, 
financial statements and meet-
ing minutes. On the average, 
real estate transactions may be 
completed within 30-45 days.

QUESTION: Is buying a 
rental property a good invest-

ment?
ANSWER: 

Going into an in-
vestment requires 
understanding 
what the invest-
ment is and what 
is involved in 
the investment. 
Any investment, 
whether it is a 
simple savings 
account in a bank 

or in speculative stocks, requires 
the understanding of the risks 
involved. 

Real estate has always 
been one of the most conser-
vative investments and if ana-
lyzed in the long term, is al-
most always a positive return 
on the investment. 

Among the risks that need 
to be recognized are occasional 
vacancies of the property, pos-
sible non-payment of rent by a 
tenant, and repair expenses for 
plumbing, electrical and struc-
tural damages. 

In exchange, the tenants’ 
rent may be sufficient to pay 
off any mortgage, leaving the 
owner with an asset that on the 
average appreciates in value 
3-8 percent yearly in the long 
term.       

By Sammy Frianeza 

Living in our com-
munity is already a big 
plus for many hom-
eowners with its high 
performing schools, 
low crime rate, and the 
convenience of easy ac-
cess to services and entertain-
ment like parks, banks, shop-
ping malls, groceries, movie 
theaters, and restaurants. 

To make the living even 
better, homeowners continu-
ously upgrade their homes 
with various improvements 
that they hope to enjoy and at 
the same time hope to improve 
their home’s value when the 
time comes to sell their house. 

Most home improvement 
projects cost money, and it is 
always smart to know what 
features are sure to enhance 
your home’s value in the eyes 
of future buyers. 

A recent study by the Na-
tional Association of Home 
Builders indicated that buy-
ers are looking at two major 
themes: energy efficiency and 
home organization.

Energy efficiency projects 
include having an energy- ef-
ficient air conditioner and fur-

Thinking About Selling Your Home?

Home Improvements That Buyers Want

nace, ceiling fans, water heat-
ers (perhaps the new tank-less 
heaters), installing thermally-
efficient double-pane win-
dows that also reduce outside 
noise, and other Energy-Star 
rated appliances. 

It was noted that buyers 
look for quality and appear-
ance for the flooring, doors, 
kitchen countertops, cabinets, 
carpeting, etc. However, buy-
ers look for quality and brand 
name for the appliances.

Home organization proj-
ects include having a separate 
laundry room, a bathroom 
linen closet, a walk-in kitchen 
pantry, and storage spaces in 
the garage. Buyers also prefer 
some table space in the kitch-
en where you can have an in-
formal dining area. 

Bathroom improvements 
are always popular since ev-
erybody uses them. Buyers 
prefer to have both a shower 
stall and a tub in the master 

bathroom rather than 
just a shower stall. Of 
course, there is a pref-
erence for water-effi-
cient toilets, showers 
and faucets. Most buy-
ers indicated a want 
for exhaust fans in the 

bathroom.
Buyers also have negative 

preferences for an elevator in 
the house or a wine cooler in 
the kitchen. They also thought 
that having a complete outdoor 
kitchen was not desirable. An 
outdoor grill was preferred. 

Of course, homeowners 
should, first and foremost, en-
joy the benefits of any home 
improvement project they un-
dertake. Improving the home’s 
value from the perspective of 
the potential home buyer may 
be secondary, but it is impor-
tant, too. After all, a higher 
perceived home value usually 
means a higher resale price. 

As a final note, one of the 
easiest, cheapest, and most im-
portant project that any home-
owner can do to improve their 
home’s value is to reduce all 
clutter in and around the house. 
A clean and orderly house will 
always make a good impres-
sion on all potential buyers.

 

FOR 
SALE

Joseph Derthick 
Agent
CA  Insurance License #0E72253
An Independent Agent Representing Aflac

15428 Flatbush Ave.
Norwalk, CA  90650
310.415.5693  cell
562.868.5038  fax
joseph_derthick@us.aflac.com
aflac.com
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From Page 1

By Larry Caballero

Artesians and regional visi-
tors discovered many opportuni-
ties to save money and the envi-
ronment at Artesia’s first annual 
Chance to Go Green event on 
Sept. 16 at Artesia Park.

The Gas Company and 
Southern California Edison, 
and private companies like 
Costco and Solar City, gath-
ered together to give out valu-
able information to more than 
300 visitors. It was a small 
event, but provided the seeds 
for something far larger.  

Sponsors such as The Gas 
Company ($500) and Artesia 
Masonic Lodge ($300) helped 
make it possible to continue 
this event.

Artesia’s newly formed 
Team Artesia Volunteer Corps 
organized the event. Its mem-
bers include residents and 

Artesia’s First Annual ‘Chance to Go Green’
Lays Foundation for Future Green Events

members of civic organiza-
tions who welcomed volun-
teers from Gahr High School.

Artesia also hosted its first 
Eco-Art Contest for youth 17 
and under. There were two cat-
egories 12 and under, and 13 
to 17.  There was a top three 
in each category, as well as a 
People’s Choice Award. Prizes 
included bicycles, skateboards, 
VISA gift cards, and tickets to 
the LA County Fair and Knotts 

Scary Farm.
LA County Public Works 

presented a series of work-
shops on composting, and all 
the vendors gave out free give-
aways including showerheads, 
hose nozzles, reusable canvas 
bags, pens, pencils, notepads, 
and other useful items.  

The most important aspect 
was the information handed 
out by the various agencies 
that included artificial turf re-
bates and discounts, CARE 
program information for utili-
ties, and information for solar 
panel installation.

For more information 
about this event and future Go 
Green events, as well as more 
information about joining the 
Team Artesia Volunteer Corps, 
please contact Artesia Com-
munications Director Andrew 
Perry at (562) 865-6262 or at 
aperry@cityofartesia.us.

Children of all ages competed for prizes in 
Artesia’s first annual Eco-Art contest. 

two years ago Nordstrom’s De-
partment Store moved into a 
new 130,000 sq. ft. store. Ap-
ple followed. “Out of the top 
20 stores in the city in income 
sales, Apple is ranked No. 12. 

Turning to new construc-
tion at the Center, he said the 
old Nordstrom building is 
gone, and the old theater is 
nearly gone. Replacing the 
theater is a two story 85,000 
Dick’s Sporting Goods store. 

The old Nordstrom’s 
store is being replaced by a 
16-screen theater with 3,700 
seats. In-between will be the 
largest Cheese Factory Res-
taurant built. “All this activity 
shows that Cerritos is a vibrant 

booming community,” said 
Gallucci.

Turning to another area of 
Cerritos undergoing change, 
he said 200 “high end” apart-
ments are going in on the 
northeast corner of Bloom-
field Avenue and Artesia Bou-
levard. This is a $45 million 
project with the apartments 
renting for $2,000 and up.”

He said across from the 
apartments Sam Ash Music 
Store will be replaced with 
120-130 high end apartments. 
Both projects will work to-
gether in providing adequate 
egress and ingress to the apart-
ments with 30 foot driveways 
to handle  fire trucks. A second 

traffic signal will be installed 
on Artesia Boulevard so ve-
hicles can turn both left and 
right.

On the east side of Pioneer 
Boulevard just north of South 
Street, 25 new townhouse  
apartments are under construc-
tion consisting of three and 
four bedrooms, a bonus room 
and two car garage

In addition the city just 
installed the latest technology 
in the city library’s teen center. 
He said this was a gift. He also 
noted new playground equip-
ment and rubberized asphalt in 
the city’s 26 parks is currently 
being installed. Liberty Park 
track has also been upgraded.

Cerritos, a Vibrant City

In 1955 at the Mauna Loa 
Observatory on the island of 
Hawaii, Dr. David Keeling 
began research on carbon di-
oxide (CO2) in Earth’s atmo-
sphere. What resulted would 
come to be known as one of 
the most important, and even 
iconic, sets of data in climate 
science. 

Dr. Keeling’s measure-
ments showed that the amount 
of CO2 in our atmosphere is 
rising, and his research was 
displayed on a simple chart: 
the Keeling curve. 

Many scientists would go 
on to credit Keeling’s graph 
with first bringing the public 
eye to the ongoing increase 
in carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere and heralding the 
first early warning signs about 
global climate change. 

On Nov. 8, the Aquarium 
of the Pacific, in partnership 
with International City Theatre, 
will present a performance of 
the play “Dr. Keeling’s Curve” 
by playwright George Shea. 

This unique show is actu-
ally performed by one man: 
Mike Farrell, star of the TV 

show MASH. Farrell will be 
playing the part of Dr. David 
Keeling. The play will be per-
formed at the Center Theater in 
Long Beach, with a question-
and-answer session held after 
the performance. 

The Aquarium regularly 
hosts visual and performing 
arts events as a way to explore 
key science and environmental 
issues in fresh and innovative 
ways. The Long Beach Op-
era, Long Beach Ballet, Long 
Beach Symphony Orchestra 
Chamber Players, and Long 
Beach Chorale have all per-
formed at the Aquarium. 

The Aquarium also dis-
plays art exhibits throughout 
the year featuring the works of 
artists, photographers, and even 
sculptors to highlight ocean and 
environmental concepts.

Don’t miss out on this spe-
cial performance, and enjoy a 
unique night out at the Center 
Theater to enjoy this one-man 
show. For more information 
on Dr. Keeling’s Curve, visit 
http://www.aquariumofpacific.
org/events/info/dr._keelings_
curve/ or call (562) 590-3100.

Photo Courtesy of Mindful Digital
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PHOTO CONTEST FOR KIDS

Take Your Best Shot 
at the Artesia International Street Fair 

& Diversity Festival on Oct. 4
 The photo must reflect the theme of the event.

Submit a 4 x 6 color photo. 
      Deliver or mail the print to the Gateway   

Guardian, 11744 187th St., Artesia, CA  90701
  

 Sponsored by the GATEWAY GUARDIAN Newspaper

Photos will be judged by Gateway Guardian staff.
One entry per person. Photos will not be returned.

 

Deadline: Oct. 10

Categories:
Grades 4 & 5  •  Grades 6 & 7

Please attach a paper with the following information:
Name, Address, Phone #, School, Grade Level
*Do not write on the photo; do not use staples or paper clips.

Prizes will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd & 3rd place           
winners in each category

Winning photos will be printed in the Oct. 16 issue.

An estimated 120 friends, relatives and city officials filled 
the Sierra Room at the Cerritos Center for the Performing 
Arts on Sept. 20 to wish long-time resident and owner of 
B&B Stables, Bob Buell, a happy 85th birthday. Wishing 
him well was Supervisor Don Knabe, who presented him 
with a Certificate of Recognition on behalf of the Los Ange-
les County Board of Supervisors. Also attending the birth-
day party were former Mayor Barry Rabbit, Julie Knabe, 
City Manager Art Gallucci, former Cerritos Mayor Alex 
Beanum, Mary Buell, Hedy Harrison-Anduha, Larry An-
duha, Sherman Kappe, and Connie and Jim Edwards.

Bob Buell Celebrates 85th BirthdayCristina Garcia Prepares 
for a ‘Walk n’ Talk’ in Artesia

Assembly member Cris-
tina Garcia invites everyone to 
join her for a monthly commu-
nity “Walk and Talk” Satur-
day, Oct. 4 at 8 a.m. at Artesia 
Park, 18750 Clarkdale Avenue 
in Artesia.

The walk is an informal 
setting for the community to 
catch up, share ideas, build 
and expand on our community 
circles. During the stroll, all 
walkers will have an opportu-
nity to ask questions about As-
semblymember Garcia’s legis-
lative package, discuss issues 
local of importance and learn 
about services offered through 
her Downey District Office.

Special community guest 
will be the South Asian Net-
work (S.A.N.), founded in 
1990 to provide an open fo-
rum for people of South Asian 
origin to gather and discuss 
social, economic, and political 
issues affecting the community. 

The Network’s goal is to 
raise awareness, engagement 
and advocacy among com-
munity members leading to an 
empowered and active com-
munity.

To help those in need, As-
sembly member Garcia’s office 
will  be taking donations that 
morning of new socks and un-
derwear and travel sized toilet-
ries (toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
soap, shampoo, etc.) that will 
be distributed to the homeless 
and those in need.

Walkers are asked to meet 
at the flagpole in the park at 
8:00am, sharp.

This community walk 
is part of series of Saturday 
walks that are being held in 
cities throughout the 58th As-
sembly District.

For further information, 
please call Assemblymember 
Garcia’s office at (562) 861-
5803.

Melody Bachman Photography

in this issue of the Gateway 
Guardian.

“This is going to be an 
exciting event, and I know ev-
eryone who attends will have a 
great time!” said Artesia Mayor 
Tony Lima. 

“This is first year, but I 
know the International Street 
Fair and Diversity Festival 

will be even better next year as 
businesses see how successful 
the event will be.”

Children can enjoy the 
petting zoo, pony rides and 
face painting booths, while 
adults enjoy food, entertain-
ment and the wonderful fash-
ions and wares that are unique 
to Artesia. 

More than 95 vendors will 
be setting up their booths and 
will be ready to serve all who 
visit them. 

Food vendors will be sell-
ing various dishes from such 
diverse countries as China, 
Korea, India, Mexico and the 
Philippines. See Page 7 for a 
list of food booths.

Artesia Street Fair to Entertain From Page 1

    Mary and Bob Buell
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