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By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Council 
approved a two-year agree-
ment with the American Fed-
eration of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AF-
SCME) Local 619 at its Oct. 

Two Year Labor Agreement Reached  
Between Cerritos and Labor Union

9 meeting that provides a cost-
of-living adjustment (COLA) 
of two percent for the first year, 
retroactive to July 1, 2014.

The second year calls for 
the re-opening of negotiations 
relative to wages, with no 
guarantee of a salary increase 
for employees.

In her report to the council 
Personnel/Risk Manager Patri-
cia Leyva said  the agreement 
calls for full-time employees 
to have union dues deducted 
every pay period.

Employees will be al-
lowed to contribute up to the 
yearly maximum permitted by 
the Internal Revenue Service 
into their 457(b) account, and 
there is no-layoff  clause for all 
employees except those that 
work at the Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts (CCPPA).

Leyva said changes were 
also made to the callback ben-
efit to clarify current practice 
and narrow the eligibility cri-

Endorsed By
CONGRESSWOMAN LINDA SANCHEZ

By Jerry Bernstein
 
 On  June 9 Artesia City 

Council unanimously voted to 
place on Tuesday’s ballot Mea-
sure Y, a 4.9 percent increase 
in the city’s utility tax. At its 
Oct. 13 meeting it reaffirmed 
its decision after City Manager 
William Rawlings informed 
the council the city had cut 30 
percent of its workforce over 
the past few years and at the 
same time watched the State 
eliminate close to $2 million 
annually in local resources. 

The council agreed, if en-
acted, the additional funding 
from the Utility Tax would 
allow the staff to focus on 
service priorities, including 
maintaining crime and gang 
prevention programs, repair-
ing neighborhood streets, de-
veloping and maintaining the 
city’s parks and facilities, and 
enhancing senior and youth 
programs along with upgrad-
ing the city’s 50-year old com-
munity center.

Council members Victor 
Manalo and Mayor Pro Tem 
Miguel Canales also reiter-

Artesia  
Voters to 
Decide Utility 
Tax Fate

Cerritos Mayor Mark Pulido presented a proclamation to the 1st CEB 
Meritorious Marine of the Month at the Seventh Annual lst Combat Engi-
neer Battalion Golf Classic held Oct. 18 at the city’s Iron-Wood Nine Golf 
Course to Sergeant Benjamin Landis accompanied by his wife Danielle. 
See More on Page 3

Meritorious Marine of Month Honored 
at Friends of the 1st CEB Golf Classic

The Gateway Guardian was presented a Certificate of Recognition by the Artesia City Coun-
cil at its Oct. 13 meeting upon completing its first year of publication as a community newspaper 
serving the cities of Artesia, Cerritos and Hawaiian Gardens. Accepting the Certificate was Pub-
lisher Melinda Kimesy, Editor Jerry Bernstein, Graphic Designer Janet  Beach and Marketing 
Director William G. Lee. The newspaper’s first issue was published Oct. 13, 2014.   

Gateway Celebrates its First Anniversary

teria. The laptop benefit was 
also modified to conform to 
the current overtime pay prac-
tices. Management employees 
will now be limited to a vaca-
tion buyback two times a year. 
Also, the sick leave benefit for 
new management employees 
was reduced to match the non-
exempt employee benefit of 
12 days per year accrual rate, 
with no sick leave earned pay 
at termination.

The sick leave benefit 
for current management em-
ployees was also reduced to 
limit the sick leave payout at 
termination to 50 per cent of 
all accrued sick leave to a 10 
year period. Rules were also 
included in the new contracts 
reducing the pension plan to 
two percent at age 62 for new 
hires. In addition, up to 20 
part-time employees will re-
ceive $145 for safety shoes.

See Utility Tax Fate Page 9

See Labor Agreement Page 9



          Page 2                                           October 30, 2014   

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Sponsored by the City of Artesia Councilmembers



LOCAL NEWS
COMMUNITY
calendar

         October 30, 2014                                                         Page 3

ARTESIA:

Spooktacular Halloween Event                                                                             
Oct. 31   6 - 8 p.m.   Artesia 
Park & Albert O. Little                                           
Community Center - Youth 12 and 
under can participate in Carnival 
Games, Trunk or Treating & Limbo 
Contest.   Costume Contest & free 
hot dogs and punch for all ages.

New hours at Artesia Library! 
The Artesia Library is now open 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 12-8 
p.m. Thursdays 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and 
Fridays and Saturdays 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

In N Out Cover to Cover Club 
Through November 15, 2014, 
children ages 4-12 can earn up 
to three In N Out hamburger or 
cheeseburger coupons for reading 
books! Register in Artesia Library.

Homework Center at Artesia 
Library is open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
from 3-5 p.m. 
Free homework help for children. 
Homework assistance is provided by 
the Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos 
on Wednesdays! (No Homework help 
on Tuesday, November 11, as the 
library will be closed for Veteran’s 
Day.)

CERRITOS:                                                                

Halloween Festival                                                                                
Oct. 31    5 - 10 p.m.  
Cerritos Regional Park                                                                                                
Food & Rides, Happy Haunt Fun 
Zone, Game Booths,  Haunted 
House, Family Fun, Costume Parade                          
For more information, see Page 11.

HAWAIIAN GARDENS:

Halloween Program  & 
Costume Contest                                                      
Oct. 31   5 - 9 p.m. at the C. Robert 
Lee Activity Center Tennis Courts 
21815 Pioneer Blvd.  Enjoy a variety 
of games, pumpkin patch and arts 
and crafts. Costume Contest awards 
for the  scariest, funniest & most 
original costumes.

LA PALMA:                                               

Halloween Carnival                                                                                           
Oct. 31   6 - 8:30   Central Park                                             
Costume Contest with prizes, 
carnival games, “Goblin                                                                    
Gulch” for children under 5, and a 
haunted area.

GATEWAY

Dedicated to providing a lo-
cal community newspaper that 
serves the needs of the com-
munity and promotes goodwill 
throughout the Gateway region. 

Our mission is to celebrate 
diversity, encourage critical 
thinking, and promote success 
among merchants, residents 
and local governments. 

This mission will be accom-
plished through the partnership 
of neighborhoods, businesses 
and professional organizations 

   Melinda Kimsey                    
Publisher

(562) 522-8776
mkimsey007@verizon.net 

Jerry Bernstein
Editor

(562) 650-0437
tbull73@gmail.com

Janet Beach
Design Editor/Copy Editor

(562) 256-5167
jbeach22@verizon.net

Dana Hawkins
Assistant Design Editor

(562) 229-4612
danajhawkins@yahoo.com

William G. Lee
Marketing Director

(818) 633-3367
wmglee@yahoo.com

Guardian

11744 187th Street
Artesia, CA 90701                   

www.gatewayguardiannews.com
   

The Gateway Guardian is 
published bi-weekly. Con-
tents of the newspaper may 
not be reproduced without 
the written permission of the 
Publisher.

Ad deadline is the Friday 
before publication date. 
Camera-ready copy is ac-
cepted or custom ads may    
be designed by the staff. 

w  w  w

w  w  w

Dear Editor:
This message is in re-

sponse to the Oct. 4 article en-
titled  “Cerritos College Board 
Majority Moves Forward on 
Controversial Contract” does 
not accurately reflect the 
Board of Trustees actions.

To date, the Board has 
not taken action to adopt a 
Project Labor Agreement. To 
clarify points in your article, 
the Board voted 4-3 at our 
Aug. 13 meeting to postpone 
the development of a commu-
nity survey seeking input on 
a Project Labor Agreement. 
The Board did not vote to di-
rect the president and general 
cousel to draft a Project Labor 
Agreement. 

Further, at our Sept. 17 
meeting we voted unanimous-
ly to appoint Trustee John 
Paul Dryer, Bob Arthur and 
myself to serve on the Board’s 
Project Labor Agreement Sub-
Committee. Our next commit-

tee meeting will take place on 
Monday, Oct. 27 at 3:30 p.m. 
and will include President/
Sperintendent Dr. Linda L. 
Lacy and general legal coun-
sel.

The Board votes as a sin-
gle body. We take our deci-
sions very seriously as they 
affect our students, the cam-
pus and community. To en-
sure fairness and transparency, 
the Distrct received input and 
presentations that support and 
oppose Project Labor Agree-
ments at our April 16 and June 
4 meetings.

I encourage you to attend 
our Board meetings or watch 
online at www.cerritos educ/
board to get more information 
about our actions and discus-
sion topics.

Respectfully,

Carmen Avalos
President, Cerritos  

College Board of Trustees

from Cerritos College 
Board President

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Vote November 4th

Free Homework 
assistance for 
children at the 

Artesia Library.

Library Hours:

Tues & Wed  
12-8 p.m.

Thurs
10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Fri & Sat
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Library will be 
closed on Tues-
day, November 
11 for Veteran’s 

Day
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By Jerry Bernstein

By Melinda Kimsey

Happy Halloween to Everyone!

Letters to the Editor 
 The Gateway Guardian encourages 
submission of Letters to the Editor. 

•  Letters must be no more than 200 words, 
typed and double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and 
must include the author’s address and phone 
number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions of the Gateway 
Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit 
editorial content, without notice, for length, 
grammar, clarity or libelous statements.     

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Learning to Communicate 
is Difficult, But Nothing is 
Impossible if You Try

Sitting at my desk, I had a 
feeling my friend VAL LYN-
DER, DEFENDER OF ALL 
THAT IS TRUE, would pay 
me a visit. She didn’t disap-
point me. I had cleared my 
desk so I was prepared. About 
10:30 a.m. she appeared.

Val, “I said, you look 
great.”

As she sat down I thought 
I saw a slight blush on her 
face. It quickly disappeared.

“Well,” she said, congrat-
ulations.”

“What did I do,” I asked.
“Don’t be coy with me,” 

she replied. “The Gateway 
Guardian is one year old. You 
and Melinda and your staff did 
it.” She paused, “Twenty-six 
editions and full of community 
news. You should be proud of 
yourself.”

“We are,” I answered. “It’s 
not easy to start a new busi-
ness, let alone a newspaper, on 
the back of a lingering reces-
sion. However we have a good 
staff. “

“It’s called perseverance,” 
she said.

I  didn’t reply immediate-
ly. Finally I said, “We’ve had 
good support from our read-
ers. They want to know what is 
happening in their community 
and we try to give it to them in 
an open and honest way.”

“I like your coverage of 
the ABC bond issue. You print 
both sides.”

“We try. Sometimes we 
goof, but hopefully not very 
often.”

“Well, what’s the latest 

word on it?” she asked.
“I’d say it’s a toss up. Both 

sides claim strong support. 
Only time will tell.” I paused 
a moment and then added, 
There’s no question that the 
schools need updating. Class-
rooms need to be renovated, 
classroom technology (equip-
ment) needs upgrading.”

“Then what’s the prob-
lem?” she asked.

“Financing,” I answered. 
“The state is derelict in sup-
porting its schools and has put 
the burden of finance on the 
school districts. The only way 
they can raise large sums of 
money is through bond issues. 
I believe the taxpayers are get-
ting fed up with that scenario.”

VAL LYNDER looked at 
me. So what’s the answer?” 
she asked.

 “I  don’t know. I believe 
both sides are sincere in their 
positions, but you have to lis-
ten to what each side is saying. 
Rhetoric has no room in this 
discussion. The fact remains, 
these are 21st century  kids 
who are being taught in old 
20th Century buildings with 
insufficent 20th century tech-
nology equipment, not count-
ing plumbing and lighting is-
sues too.”

 “That’s true,” VAL LYN-
DER  replied. “I think the dis-
trict needed to be more spe-
cific on how the bond money 
is to be spent. I’d also like to 
know how much they’ve bud-
geted for maintenance in the 
district’s current budget.” 

Well,” I replied,” We’ll 
know in a few days, the elec-
tion is Tuesday.

VAL LYNDER, DE-
FENDER OF ALL THAT IS 
TRUE, rose from her chair 
“I hope so,” she said. Be-
fore I could say something 
else,down came her umbrella 
on my desk.

VAL LYNDER, “ I said, “I 
wish you wouldn’t do that.”

Greetings Friends and 
Neighbors.

As usual, there is a lot 
happening in our neighbor-
hood.  We had the Red Ribbon 
week celebrations at our local 
schools, events at the Cerri-
tos Center for the Performing 
Arts, and a glimpse of Hallow-
een activities coming our way. 

The Cerritos Sheriff’s Sta-
tion’s Haunted Jail was abso-
lutely spook-tacular! A very 
big thank you to the many, 
many volunteers who made 
this a great community event.

Our local schools are host-
ing their Trunk or Treat activi-
ties for our students and they 
would welcome a donation of 
candy or other treats. There 
will be lots more Halloween 
events this upcoming week, so 
be sure to check the calendar 

for the locations and times.
If you are looking for 

more local activities, be sure 
to visit the East West Ice Pal-
ace. I took my grandchildren 
there a while ago and we had 
a really good time. I had the 
good sense to watch from the 
sidelines and not attempt to ice 
skate. 

There are also some activ-
ities with the different cham-
bers of commerce. The Cer-
ritos Regional Chamber will 
be having their annual Turkey 
Bowl which is always a lot 
of fun, even if you are not a 
bowler, it is still fun to re-con-
nect with everyone and they 
have some great giveaway 
prizes that you can purchase 
tickets for. 

In Artesia, there are some 
new restaurants and a new ice 
cream store just opened up–
yum! Be sure to read all about 
what is happening in our cities 
and what issues are being dis-
cussed by local council mem-
bers.

 It is never too soon to 
begin thinking about the holi-
days. The holidays are right 
around the corner and this is 
a great time to make reserva-
tions at our local restaurants. 

Don’t forget to start trying to 
think of a new place to hide 
the presents from the kids. I 
overheard my grandkids talk-
ing about where I have hid the 
presents in the past. I am run-
ning out of ideas, they seem to 
know all of my favorite places 
to hide the goodies. 

I would like to bring your 
attention to a new advertiser 
with the Gateway. Railmas-
ters is a local hobby shop in 
Bellflower that specializes 
in railroad trains of all kinds. 
They are a licensed Lionel 
train store and they can clean 
and repair you trains. This is a 
good time to dust off that train 
in the garage and get it ready 
for Christmas, or you could 
start a nice tradition and take 
the kids down to buy a train 
that will provide your family 
years of enjoyment and a life-
time of memories. The owner, 
Jeff Smith, is a very nice guy 
and has a wealth of knowledge 
in the train business. 

Lastly, a gentle reminder 
to vote in the November elec-
tion. There are so many issues 
on this ballot and it is so im-
portant to vote and let your 
voice be heard. As always, 
Happy Trails.

Dear Fellow Artesians,

Our beloved City needs 
your help. On Election Day, 
November 4th, 2014, please 
vote YES on measure “Y”.

Measure “Y” is dedicated 
to providing immediate im-
provements to our City. To-
gether, we can make much 
needed improvements to our 
City without waiting for the 
necessary funds to be allocat-
ed from elsewhere.  

The following are just a 
few things Measure “Y” will 
help address:

•  Improve public safety 
and hire more Sheriff 
Deputies.

•  Increase the 9-1-1 Emer-
gency response time to 
your home.

•  Provide upgrades to our 
50 year old recreation 
center.

•  Expand our citywide 

youth and senior pro-
grams.

•  Modernize Artesia Park’s 
restrooms, walk ways and 
snack bar.

•  Repair and upgrade side-
walks and pedestrian ac-
cess ways Citywide.

•  Add more street and pe-
destrian lights.

Measure “Y” asks every 
Artesia household to chip in a 
small amount of money each 
month, through a Utility Tax, 
to help make the above im-
provements and many more a 
reality.  

Over half of all cities in 
Los Angeles County have a 
utility tax in place and Artesia 
needs one as well.  This is a 
great time for Artesia’s money 
to stay in Artesia.  Your City 
Council and City Commis-
sions are committed to im-
proving our City, but we need 
your support on Measure “Y”.  

Artesia needs your vote 
on Measure “Y” so that the 
City Council has the funding 
it needs to improve our great 
community.  I have coached 
baseball at Artesia Park for 
five years and run the snack 
bar for the last three years. 

I have a firsthand under-
standing of how much we need 
your support to help improve 
our neighborhoods and park 
facilities and help increase 
public safety.  

Please join me, and vote 
Yes on Measure “Y” on Elec-
tion Day!  

The children of Artesia, 
thank you in advance for your 
vote!

Rene J. Trevino
City of Artesia

Park and Recreation  
Commissioner
562-842-7310

Vote Yes on Measure “Y”

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

Cerritos College 
Board of  
Trustees

Next meeting at
Nov. 12, 6:30 p.m.

Hawaiian  
Gardens

City Council

Next meeting at  
Nov. 18, 6 p.m.

Artesia  
City Council

Next meeting at 
Nov. 10, 7 p.m.

• • •
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ROSE A. REETS
LUTCF     Lic. # 0539473

11423 E. 187th St.  Ste. 103
Artesia, CA  90701
Bus:  (562) 926 7744
Fax:  (562) 926- 0707

rreets@farmersagent.com
www. farmersagent.com/rreeets
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Family Owned 
Since 1958

COMMERCIAL  •  RESIDENTIAL

24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  
Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  

Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  
Water Piping  •  Disposals 

Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 
Water Softeners 

       11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com

Meritorious 
Marine of the 
Month Honored 

Also attending were 
Councilmember George Ray, 
Mayor Pro Tem Carol Chen 
and Councilman Bruce Bar-
rows.

Sergeant Landis joined 
the lst Combat Engineer Bat-
talion in June 2011. Over the 
past three years he held many 
responsible assignments. 

He was handpicked to 
work as a part of the Mobil-
ity Assault Company Com-
bat Operations Center in Af-
ghanistan due to his technical 
knowledge, problem solving 
ability and work ethic. Dur-
ing his time working inside 
the COC, he maintained more 
than $77 million worth of 
gear within the Company.

Upon his return to Camp 
Pendleton, Sgt. Landis re-or-
ganized the $100,000 worth 
of communication equipment 
managed within the Com-
pany, again increasing the 
accountability and readiness 
for gear controlled by the lst 
CEB.

Sgt. Landis said his tour 
of duty with the marines will 
end in four months when he 
will be discharged. He plans 
to enroll at the Institute of 
Arts in Valencia.

Guest speaker was Lt. Co-
lin Smith, lst CEB Command-
ing Officer, who commended 
the Friends of the lst CEB. 

“Our marines appreciate 
what you do for the lst Battal-
ion. It’s amazing. You have no 
idea what your support means 
to us. It really makes a differ-
ence in our lives when we are 
deployed. We’re so grateful 
and honored.” 

The CEB is a unit of the 
lst Marine Division stationed 
at Camp Pendleton and is 
one of the most deployed and 
most highly decorated units.  
Proceeds from the tournament 
will be used to benefit the Ma-
rines and their families.

From Page 1

The agreement includes a 
side letter to allow full-time 
employees at the CCPA to ap-
ply and be considered as inter-
nal applicants for recruitment 
opportunities in the event em-
ployees are subject to layoff. 

The city and the employ-
ees’ Temporary Part Time Bar-
gaining Unit  (MERR) agreed 
to reopen the MOU for nego-
tiations of a cost of living in-
crease for the years 2015-16. 

The union shall submit 
a request to meet and confer 
regarding salaries and their 
proposal to the city in writing 
by April 1, 2015 and confer no 
later than April 15 regarding 
salaries provided in the MOU 
with completion by May 15, 
2105 unless both parties agree 
in writing to extend the period.

Councilman George Ray 
asked if there was a city con-
tribution to the 457 plan. Ley-
va said no.

Councilmember Bruce 
Barrows noted that the nego-
tiations between the union and 
city did not begin until after 
the council had started deliber-
ations on the new city budget. 
He said in the future he would 
hope both sides would begin 

ated that if voters approve the 
increase, the council would 
pass a resolution specifying 
how the funds raised would be 
used.

A question from the au-
diance asked about the city’s 
property and sales taxes. The 
city manager said the city does 
not have  a city property tax. It 
is collected by the county with 
the city receiving very little 
back. What the city receives 
is based on a formula from the 
state. 

Concerning sales tax, he 
said for the last five years the 
city’s sales tax has been mini-
mal. The city receives less 
than one percent of the total 
sales tax collected in Artesia.

Mayor Tony Lima has 
been asked numerous times 
by residents why Norwalk 
Boulevard isn’t repaired or 
improved. “The utility tax is 
the first step in raising needed 
money. We need to build our 
economy,” he asserted.

Canales noted that the $10 
per month households would 
pay means more resources 
could be added to the commu-
nity and give a steady stream 
of income that the state could 
not touch.

negotiations prior to council 
budget deliberations. Council 
members agreed.

Councilman Ray said he 
encouraged both sides in the 
future to sit down and begin 
negotiations early. He said, 
“When we are negotiating 
on the budget with $4-5 mil-
lion annual deficits, we need 
to know where we actually 
stand.” 

U t i l i t y  T a x 
Fates Decided 
by Voters

All Aboard to Railmasters!
There is a very unique railroad hobby store located near the Bellflower City Hall. This 

store has everything needed for anyone interested in trains. They have everything of interest 
from the beginner to the seasoned hobby enthusiast. They have a nice selection of Thomas 
the Tank train sets along with Lionel trains sets with an exten-
sive selection of engines and specialty items. One of the great 
benefits of Railmasters Hob- bies is that can clean and repair 
your train sets because they are an authorized value added 
dealer. This is especially benefi- cial since the holidays are right 
around the corner. Nothing says Christmas holidays like a train 
circling the Christmas tree or set up for family entertainment. 
An added benefit of Railmasters Hobbies is that they are involved 
in all of the railroad club activi- ties in our area. There are hobby 
shows, model train shows and trade shows that will enhance the railroad train experience. 
The owner, Jeff Smith is currently the Bellflower Chamber of Commerce President and 
participated in the recent event, “Salute Our Heros.” This was a great community event with 
vendors, games, and special presentations with the live band, Johnny Rockets performing.  
Railmasters Hobbies is located at 9812 Belmont St., Bellflower, CA 90706.  You can reach 
them at, 562-86727 and at www.railmasterhobbies.com See Ad on Page 8

Cerritos and Labor Union 
Reach Agreement From Page 1

Bringing great service and great prices to  
Hawaiian Gardens

LexService, a full service auto maintenance and repair facility 
opened its doors to Hawaiian Gardens residents on September 3, 
2014.

LexService has auto repair mechanics who specialize in ser-
vicing and repairing Japanese vehicles.  LexService will work on 
any make and model, but they specialize in Lexus, Toyota, Honda, 
Acura, Nissan and more.   

“We are excited about the opportunity to service the Hawai-
ian Gardens community by providing exceptional customer ser-
vice at a fraction of the cost of dealerships,” says owner Stephen 
Haddad.    

After spending more than 30 years serving clients in the 
Southbay and Torrance area, LexService decided to expand its of-
ferings to Hawaiian Gardens with a second location.  

LexService offers free Wi-Fi and free loaner cars to clients who 
need more extensive repairs.    “Our goal is to create a first rate 
experience for every client that walks in our doors,” says owner 
Haddad.   “We treat your car as special as we treat our clients, so 
we only use genuine factory parts when servicing vehicles. “  

Learn more about LexService by calling (562) 206-1521 or by 
visiting their website at www.lexserviceauto.com 

LexService

Next School 
Board Meeting: 

Wednesday, Nov. 5 
7 p.m.

District Office: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

Vote 

on 

Nov. 

4th!

From Page 1
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BAPTIST CHURCHES
Cerritos Baptist Church
11947 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
St. Paul Evangelical Community Church
12500 183rd St, Cerritos, CA, 90703

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
Korean Hope Presbyterian Church
19319 Carmenita Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Sa-Rang Presbyterian Church
19200 Pioneer Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703

LUTHERAN CHURCHES
Concordia Lutheran Church
13633 183rd St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
St John Lutheran Church
18422 Bloomfield Ave, Cerritos, CA, 
90703

REFORMED CHURCHES
Heaven Bound Ministry
18100 Dumont Ave, Cerritos, CA, 90703

SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCHES
America Full Gospel Church
13079 Artesia Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos First Assembly Of God
12061 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
New Jerusalem Church
16214 Flat Peak Ln, Cerritos, CA, 90703

CHRISTIAN -OTHER CHURCHES
Berean Chapel
12051 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Calvary Cross Chapel
16705 Gridley Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos Institute Of Religion
16025 Studebaker Rd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Cerritos Korean
12229 Del Amo Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Chinese Church Of Christ
12429 195th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
First Evangelical Church
11330 166th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Living Water Mission Church
19104 Pioneer Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
New Jerusalem Christian Fellowship
12702 Cuesta St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Oriental Mission Church Of Orange
12413 195th St, Cerritos, CA, 90703
Timothy Bible Ministries
17150 Norwalk Blvd, Cerritos, CA, 90703
World Missions Far Corners
10945 South St Ste 306, Cerritos, CA, 90703
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By Melinda Kimsey

Jesus said to the chief 
priests and the elders of the 
people: “Hear another par-
able. There was a landowner 
who planted a vineyard, put 
a hedge around it, dug a wine 
press in it, and built a tower. 
Then he leased it to tenants 
and went on a journey. 

When vintage time drew 
near, he sent his servants to 
the tenants to obtain his pro-
duce. But the tenants seized 
the servants and one they beat, 
another they killed, and a third 
they stoned. 

Again he sent other ser-
vants, more numerous than 
the first ones, but they treated 
them in the same way. Fi-
nally, he sent his son to them, 
thinking, “They will respect 
my son.” But when the ten-
ants saw the son, they said to 
one another, “This is the heir. 
Come, let us kill him and ac-
quire his inheritance.” They 
seized him, threw him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him. 

What will the owner of 
the vineyard do to those ten-
ants when it comes? They an-

swered him, “He will put those 
wretched men to a wretched 
death and lease his vineyard 
to other tenants who will give 
him the produce at the proper 
times.” Jesus said to them, 
“Did you never read in the 
Scriptures:

The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cor-
nerstone; by the Lord has this 
been done, and it is wonderful 
in our eyes?

Therefore, I say to you, 
the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and giv-
en to  people that will produce 
its fruit.”

REFLECTION
Here we have a marvel-

ous gospel story that, in itself, 
leads us to understand more 
deeply the message of Jesus. 
The test tells us that the vin-
tage was near, literally, “the 
time of fruit.” This suggests 
to us that in the Christian life, 
time is always of the essence. 
It is always urgent for us to be 
about the reign of God. 

The vineyard in which 
this story speaks of is that 
very reign. The allegory here 

is clear. God has given us this 
vineyard and all the tools we 
need to tend it. The harvest is 
upon us. Prophets were sent to 
call us home, but we did not 
listen to them. But God, faith-
ful to the end, did not give up. 
Instead he sent his very own 
Son. Surely we would listen to 
him, God thought. But he was 
also rejected. 

This is a story about the 
leaders of God’s Chosen Peo-
ple; it is also a story about us. 
Indeed, the time of the harvest 
is near. The work of the reign 
of God falls upon us and we 
have all the tools we need to 
do what God wants, but will 
we listen? 

The point is not merely a 
matter of running a good vine-
yard. The wicked tenants did 
that. It is a matter of producing 
fruit for God that is the central 
issue, rather than seeking our 
own selfish desires. 

By reading the Scripture, 
it is clear what God wants: re-
spect for all life, forgiveness, 
mercy, nurse the sick, care for 
the lonely, be generous, love 
our enemies and care for oth-
ers. (Prayer Time)

By Dan E. Nino
   
After six months of plan-

ning, our pilgrimage trip to the 
Holy land, (Israel Jordan and 
Palestine) came to fruition. 
Arranged by Adriatic Tours, 
we were determined to fly 
despite our apprehension due 
to the Israel-Gaza conflict a 
month earlier. 

Leaving Los Angeles on 
Sept. 10 at 7 p.m., we arrived 
in Istanbul, Turkey at 5:30 
p.m. the next day for our stop-
over after a 12-hour flight on-
board Turkish Airline, flying 
over Canada and Europe.

While waiting for our 
flight to Amman, Jordan, I 
browsed around the Istanbul 
airport teeming with people 
from all over the world and  
bought a book Ataturk, The 
Rebirth Of A Nation refer-
ring to Turkey’s founder Mus-
tafa Kemal Ataturk. From 
the looks of it, Istanbul is the 
gateway to the world as travel-
ers from Africa, Middle East, 
Europe and North America 
made their connecting flights 
to various destinations.

We departed from Istanbul 
at almost 10 p.m. and arrived 
in Amman, Jordan for our 
journey’s first leg at midnight. 
We were billeted at Warwick 
Hotel overlooking the Dead 
Sea. After only a few hours 
of sleep and a quick breakfast 
-- the 34 of us pilgrims -- pro-
ceeded to Madaba and Mt. 
Nebo at 9 a.m. After lunch we 
travelled to Jerash, north of 
Amman.

We learned  many his-
torical and biblical facts about 
Jordan from our tour guide 

and travel brochures handed 
to us. Jordan, which was an-
ciently called the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Transjordan is 90 
percent desert land. 

I learned that this country 
doesn’t produce gas and oil. 
Its agricultural produce come 
from the Jordan Valley in the 
Northern part of the country 
where a river traverses. The 
government and its people 
thrive from its tourism indus-
try. People everywhere  sell 
souvenir goods. 

The Nomads or Bedou-
ins can still be seen herding 
their flocks of donkey, sheep, 
goat and camel. I didn’t see 
that much greenery or grass 
but these animals seemed ro-
bust. Despite the sweltering 
heat and lack of running water 
nearby, I’m just curious how 
they can survive the elements. 

The roads are well-paved 
amid the desert landscape with 
no service stations and rest 
area in between. You have to 
reach the next town or city to 
rest, relieve yourself or eat af-
ter a long stretch of highway.

Jordan, a country of con-
trast sits on a 92,300 square 
kilometers of desert land with 
only 329 sq. kms. of water 
and a coastline of 26 kilome-
ters. Jordan east of Israel is 
bordered by the Dead Sea and 
Jordan Rover. 

It was ruled at one time 
by the Romans. With an up-
per middle class economy, 
Jordan’s population is only 
six million with ethnic Jorda-
nians, Circassians and Arme-
nians.  92% %  of Jordanians 
are Sunni Muslims with six 
percent Christians.

Madaba, about two hours 
drive from our hotel in  the out-
skirts of Amman is known for 
its mosaic industry as an art. 
The Greek Orthodox Church 
of St. George is the site of 
Madaba’s oldest and most fa-
mous floor with a 6th century 
Byzantine Mosaic Map show-
ing Jordanian, Jerusalem and 
other Holy sites. 

My Holy Land Spiritual Journey: 
The Jordan Experience (Part 1)
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