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Dalejuan Peevy, 24, is 
This Year’s Youngest 
Downey Candidate

Dalejuan Peevy is just 24 
but he has his sights set on the 
City Council.

Peevy was born in Para-
mount and raised in Downey. 
He is a product of the Downey 
Unified School District, grad-
uating from Downey High 
School in 2014.

He recently earned his de-
gree in Criminal Justice from 
Long Beach City College, and 
is actively pursuing becoming 
a police officer in the Los An-
geles Police Department.

He recently self-published 
his biography through Ama-
zon.

The 24-year-old candidate 
says that he has been heavily 
involved in politics for sev-
eral years, working for several 
presidential campaigns includ-
ing for Hillary Clinton, Joe 
Biden and Bernie Sanders.

He says that the current 
council race seemed like the 
perfect time to enter the politi-
cal arena himself.

“I think that 2020 is very 
serious; this is the most serious 
election of our generation,” 
said Peevy. “I think that this 

Los Angeles County Announces Planned 
Reopenings with Safeguards in Place

Los Angeles County is 
moving forward with new 
plans for reopening a couple of 
sectors, given its steady prog-
ress in slowing the spread of 
COVID-19.

Providing educational ser-
vices to students most in need 
is a priority, as they most ben-
efit from on campus support. 
On September 14th, Los Ange-
les County will allow schools 
to offer on campus services 
for small, stable, cohorts of 
K-12 students who need learn-
ing support, including children 
with special needs that have an 
Individualized Education Plan 
and are English Learners. 

Waivers for this are not re-
quired, but schools must sub-
mit to the Department of Pub-
lic Health an operational plan 
and they must comply with 
Health Officer Order guid-

Additional Funding Enables Mobile Stroke Unit 
to Continue Saving Lives Across LA County

The Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors have 
approved an additional $1.4 
million of funding to keep the 
UCLA Mobile Stroke Unit in 
operation across LA County 
so it can continue to save lives 
and break new ground in the 
treatment of stroke patients.

The UCLA Mobile Stroke 
Unit is a specially equipped 
ambulance, built with a mo-
bile CT scanner, point-of-care 
lab tests, telehealth connection 
with a vascular neurologist, 
and therapies, all designed to 
deliver proven stroke treat-
ments to patients long before 
they arrive at the hospital. 
Since its launch in September 
of 2017, this single Mobile 
Stroke Unit has responded to 
632 9-1-1 calls and treated and 
transported 153 patients across 
LA County. Of the patients 
treated, 119 were diagnosed 
with strokes and were able to 
benefit from the quick treat-
ment provided by the Mobile 
Stroke Unit. 

“When it comes to a stroke, 
minutes matter,” said Supervi-
sor Janice Hahn. “If this Mo-
bile Stroke Unit can get to a 
patient and treat them quick-

ly—that person has a better 
chance of not only surviving 
but also avoiding the debilitat-
ing brain damage a stroke can 
cause. With this funding we 
can keep this Mobile Stroke 
Unit on the road, saving lives 
in LA County, while Dr. May 
Nour and her team work to 
change the way we treat stoke 
patients forever.”

The UCLA Mobile Stroke 
Unit is one of seven programs 
across the country participat-
ing in a national demonstra-
tion project aimed at evaluat-
ing the clinical benefit, cost 
effectiveness and health care 
utilization of this specialized 
resource. It is sponsored by the 
Arline and Henry Gluck Foun-
dation in partnership with Los 
Angeles County. The program 
was set to end in early 2021, 
but the additional funding will 
allow it to continue operating 
through 2021 as the UCLA 
Mobile Stroke Rescue Pro-
gram works to get approval 
to bill insurance, Medicare, or 
Medicaid for its clinical ser-
vices in the future.

“I am endlessly grateful 
for support from Supervisor 
Janice Hahn and the County 
Board of Supervisors in col-
laboration with LA County 
EMS/DHS which have al-
lowed for continued clini-
cal operations of the Mobile 
Stroke Unit,” said Dr. May 
Nour, Medical Director of the 
Arline & Henry Gluck Mobile 
Stroke Rescue Program. 

“I remain optimistic that 
following completion of the 
demonstration period for the 
unit, we will one day realize 
the dream of an LA County 
fleet of MSUs to offer con-
clusive pre-hospital diagno-
sis, hyperacute life and brain 
saving treatments, and precise 
patient hospital routing. Wit-
nessing the determination and 
courage of stroke victors as 
they make their way to mean-
ingful recovery drives us in 
the field each day.” 

The UCLA Mobile Stroke 
Unit operates seven days a 
week on a rotating schedule 
between three geographic sites 
in the County of Los Angeles: 
the Western Site (Santa Moni-
ca, Beverly Hills, rendezvous 
with patients transported from 
the Malibu to the city of Santa 
Monica), the Southern Site 
(Hawaiian Gardens, Signal 
Hill, Long Beach, Lakewood, 
La Mirada, Cerritos, Artesia, 
Bellflower, Paramount, unin-
corporated Whittier) and the 
most recently launched, South 
Bay Site (Torrance, Haw-
thorne, Lawndale, Gardena, 
Carson).

The motion which 
passed unanimously allo-
cates $1,000,000 of one-time 
Measure B funding as well 
as $400,000 from Supervi-
sor Hahn’s 4th District Provi-
sional Financing Uses budget 
to extend the operations of the 
UCLA Health Mobile Stroke 
Unit pilot program.

is the perfect timing for me to 
seek office because I believe 
I am knowledgeable enough 
and have what it takes to im-
prove District 3 of Downey.”

Though not connected 
to the usual clubs of the city, 
Peevy says that he has helped 
out with the homeless commu-
nity.

“It just breaks my heart 
when I pass by the freeway and 
certain stores, and you look 
around and there is homeless,” 
said Peevy. “With the condi-
tions that we’re living now 

ance and protocols in order to 
serve students. Those receiv-
ing services are required to 
maintain small group cohorts 
of no more than 12 students 
and two supervisors and it will 
be a stable group of people to 
maintain safety for both stu-
dents and teachers.

Hair salons and barber-
shops can reopen immediately 
at 25 percent occupancy for 
indoor services as long as they 
have infection control safe-
guards in place and comply 
with the County’s Health Of-
ficer Order (HOO) Reopening 
Protocols for Hair Salons and 
Barbershops, which require 
physical distancing and face 
coverings for both employees 
and customers. As permitted 
by the state, hair salons and 

See Dalejuan Peevy Page 2

See LA County Page 4 
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Next School  
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District Office: 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

Cerritos College Kicks Off Fall Semester Online with 
Renewed Focus on Student Success and Innovation

 As public health concerns 
rise over COVID-19, students 
heading back to Cerritos Col-
lege for the fall 2020 semester 
will take their classes online. 
The College will open a lim-
ited number of Career Techni-
cal Education (CTE) labs on 
campus for students in pro-
grams like culinary arts, dental 
hygiene, nursing, automotive, 
welding, among others, that 
cannot be offered 100 percent 
online. 

Approximately 2,000 new 
high school graduates will 
begin their fall semester in 
the College’s award-winning 
Promise Program Cerritos 
Complete. Cerritos Complete 
offers two years of free tu-
ition and early enrollment to 
students who are committed 
to achieving success. The pro-

Stauffer Foundation 
Offers Grant to High 
School Teachers

In spite of COVID-19, the 
Mary R. Stauffer Foundation 
has kept with its tradition of 
inviting teachers and princi-
pals of the Downey Unified 
School District to apply for 
innovative grants.  

All principals are invited 
each year to submit for the 
Linda Kennedy Principal 
grant. The invitation to the 
teachers rotates annually be-
tween the elementary, mid-
dle and high school teachers 
and this year the high school 
teachers were invited. 

The main focus of the 
grant is to find innovative 
ideas that support the foun-
dation’s mission to motivate 
students and teachers to reach 
their scholastic, athletic, and 
artistic potential.  

The foundation receives 
anywhere from 15-30 grant 

requests each year. Last year, 
one of the approved grants 
was for $7,600 and went to a 
middle school teacher request-
ing 3D printers to be used in 
his classroom fabrication lab.  
Those printers were delivered 
before March 13 and were 
subsequently used to support 
the production of face shields 
for first responders.  

“During this time when 
COVID-19 has relentlessly 
challenged education, the 
foundation is proud to of-
fer educators the opportunity 
to implement their innova-
tive ideas for this 2020-2021 
DUSD school year,” a foun-
dation representative said. 

The deadline for submit-
ting for a grant is Sept. 25 at 
4 pm.  
Story Provided By

The Downey Patriot

Photo by Eric Pierce

gram offers personalized sup-
port to help students gradu-
ate from college in less time. 
Since its inception in 2015, 
Cerritos Complete has ben-
efited 6,852 students. Cerritos 
College is approximately one 
of a dozen California commu-
nity colleges that offers two 
years of free tuition. 

While the campus remains 
limited for in-person instruc-
tion, the College transformed 
its gymnasium into a Study 
Hall to allow a restricted num-
ber of students to utilize the fa-
cility to focus on their studies 
in a quiet environment.

The Study Hall is equipped 
with Wi-Fi, and is available to 
all currently enrolled Cerritos 
College students by appoint-
ment on a first-come-first-serve 
basis. The Study Hall opera-

tions will strictly follow all Los 
Angeles Department of Public 
Health requirements with so-
cial distancing, face coverings, 
and disinfection practices. 

Students enrolled this fall 
will also see a wide selection 
of new 100 percent online pro-
grams. The College launched 
five fully online degree/cer-
tificate programs in business 
administration, commercial 
music, cloud computing, cyber 
security, and network/system 
administration. 

The College also intro-
duced a new Social Justice: 
Africana Studies Associate of 
Art for Transfer (AA-T), Hos-
pitality Management and Film, 
TV, and Electronic Media As-
sociate of Science for Transfer 
(AS-T) degrees, and an accel-
erated crossover Esthetician 

Dalejuan Peevy is this Year’s 
Youngest Downey Candidate From  

Page 1
with the pandemic, it seems 
like that’s getting worse, you 
know, with unemployment 
and so many people without 
jobs.

“I just feel like those 
group of people that are home-
less and less fortunate, those 
people are being left behind. 
I feel like there isn’t a voice 
that’s speaking up to help 
those groups of people.”

Peevy says that District 3 
is “wonderful” but if elected 
he hopes to “improve a few 
things.”

He runs on a platform of 
homeless, job creation and 
better wages, affordable hous-
ing and rent control, and pub-
lic safety.

“There are so many people 
that’s laid off and don’t know 
where their next meal is com-
ing from, and I want to support 
those people,” said Peevy. “I 
want to invest in the future of 
District 3. Not only now, but 
when I’m done with council, I 
just want to make sure the fu-
ture is in great hands.”

He also says that he wants 
to improve public safety, and 
does not support the defund-
ing of police as many nation-
wide have called for.

“I don’t agree with de-
funding the police, because 
we need the police,” said 
Peevy. “If something happens, 
who are you going to call? The 
police.”

“The police is there to 
protect us and keep the com-

munity safe; we always need 
the police. If we don’t have the 
proper funding for the police, 
then what? We need as much 
funds as we can for the police 
department. No matter what 
city, what state you’re in, the 
police need to be funded.”

Peevy will face off against 
candidates Catherine Alvarez 
and Eric Pierce.

When asked how he felt 
he stacked up against his com-
petitors, Peevy said that he 
will “listen to the community 
and do something about it.”

“We all have our own 
personal things that we do in 
life as far as volunteering or 
whatever club you’re in,” said 
Peevy. “But I feel what puts 
me over those candidates is…I 
will listen to the problems of 
the voters and do something 
about their situation.”

“There’s a lot of people in 
politics, once they get elected, 
they fall back on everything 
that they did, or was involved 
in. I want to be the one that 
cares for the needs of the vot-
ers in the community. Young, 
old, it doesn’t matter who you 
are; I want to listen to solve 
those problems the best way 
that I can.”

At the time of writing, 
Peevy does not have an official 
website. He can, however, be 
found on Facebook and can be 
emailed at dalejuanpeevy2@
gmail.com. 
Story Provided By

The Downey Patriot

certificate program.
“We are excited to wel-

come new and continuing stu-
dents back to school this fall 
semester. Although most of our 
classes will be held online, it 
is still critical that we provide 
our students with as many re-
sources as possible to ensure 
their success during these un-
precedented times. We remain 
committed to developing inno-
vative programs and services 
in an online environment that 
will help support our students 
through their educational jour-
ney,” said Dr. Jose Fierro, Pres-
ident/Superintendent.

During its 65-year history, 
Cerritos College has created 
its own story and changed the 
lives of thousands of people. 
The future is bright as an in-
stitution that will continue 
to serve as a beacon of hope 
to a community longing for 
change.

During its 65-year history, 
Cerritos College has created 
its own story and changed the 
lives of thousands of people. 
The future is bright as an in-
stitution that will continue to 
serve as a beacon of hope to a 
community longing for change.
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Email your letter to:
mkimsey007@verizon.net

•  Letters must be no more than 

200 words, typed and double 

spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the 

author and must include the 

author’s address and phone 

number.

Crimemapping.com Offers Current Crime Information

Cerritos residents and businesses are encouraged to access current crime information 
on crimemapping.com, which posts information obtained from law enforcement agencies 
throughout the United States. Users can create customized searches for a particular type of 

crime or a specific geographical area, and the site provides a map outlining where that crime 
has taken place. The site also provides comprehensive statistics about other crimes in a given 
location. Residents can create alerts, which notify them of crimes that occur within two miles 
of a selected location. The site also offers data on sex offenders and the frequency of crimes 

by day and time. For more crime information and safety tips, visit safercerritos.com.

Menstrual Products Right to Know 
Act Off to the Governor AB 1989

Assemblymember As-
semblymember Cristina Gar-
cia continues her work on 
menstrual equity with the pas-
sage of Assembly Bill 1989 
Menstrual Product Ingredi-
ent Disclosure.AB 1989 will 
protect people’s health by 
requiring the disclosure of all 
ingredients in menstrual prod-
ucts including tampons, pads, 
cups, disks, sponges, and 
menstrual underwear. 

AB 1989 passed off the 
Senate Floor yesterday with 
a wide bipartisan vote of 38-
0. AB 1989 passed off the 

Assembly Floor with a vote 
of 47-0. AB 1989 is now off 
to Governor Newsom for his 
action.“It is imperative that 
consumers have a right to 
know what is in the products 
they will be using for over 40 
years of their life, in order to 
protect their health.” 

Garcia continued. “My 
goal with this legislation is to 
increase the awarenessof the 
toxic chemicals currently in 
our menstrual products. It was 
troubling at best to learn that 
products people rely on con-
tain Phthalates, Bisphenols, 

Parabens, and PFAS/PFOA, 
which all have been found to 
be harmful to human health. 
Periods are not a luxury and 
people should have the knowl-
edge to make safer choices.”

“I hope that Governor 
Newson agrees that this is a 
common sense bill that will 
help protect the health of half 
the population who get a peri-
od. I urge Governor Newsom 
to sign AB 1989 which will 
require the most comprehen-
sive disclosure for menstrual 
products in the world,” con-
cluded Garcia.

Landmark Department of Toxic Substances 
Control Reform Bill to the Governor

 Assemblymember Cris-
tina Garcia (D-Bell Gardens) 
expands on her work to protect 
vulnerable communities of 
color from toxins with the pas-
sage of AB 995 which reforms 
the Department of Toxic Sub-
stances Control (DTSC).

AB 995 starts high-level 
actions to reset DTSC into a 
department that is more trans-
parent and accountable. This 
bill implements recommen-
dations of the Independent 
Review Panel that provided 
recommendations in 2017, 
creates a board to improve 
DTSC, and raises $22 million 
to begin fiscal stability in the 
department.

“If we are going to truly 
start to address the systemic 
racism in our systems, we 

need to take action now to fix a 
department that’s in charge of 
protecting the public’s health, 
especially those in low income 
communities of color where 
we are most likely to be over 
burdened with these toxics.” 

G a r c i a  c o n t i n u e d , 
“DTSC’s inefficiencies and 
the inability to address this is 
cutting black, brown and poor 
people’s lives short in addition 
to making us live with chronic 
diseases.”

AB 995 passed off the Sen-
ate Floor today with a vote of 
28-9. It passed off the Assem-
bly Floor with a vote of 59-7. 
AB 995 is now off to Governor 
Newsom for his action.

“I hope Governor Newson 
agrees that the current poor 
condition of DTSC will only 

continue to put disadvantaged 
communities in danger and we 
must stop that now by enact-
ing AB 995, and getting us one 
step closer to his vision of one 
California and a California 
that works for all,” comment-
ed Garcia. 

“I urge Governor Newsom 
to sign AB 995 as a first step 
to help place DTSC on more 
solid fiscal ground. I am 100 
percent committed to continue 
to work with stakeholders to 
fully reshape this entity into 
one that can oversee the man-
agement of hazardous waste 
in California in a transpar-
ent manner that fully protects 
all communities and public 
health, irrespective of our zip 
code or socioeconomic sta-
tus.” concluded Garcia.

Supervisors Approve First 
Year of Funding for LASD 
Body Worn Camera Program

 The Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors have 
voted to transfer $25.5 mil-
lion to the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for implementation of 
the new body worn camera 
program. The motion was 
authored by Supervisor Jan-
ice Hahn and co-authored by 
Supervisor Kathryn Barger 
and will cover the first year 
of the program at five stations 
across the county starting as 
early as October. 

“Body-worn cameras are 
an important tool for transpar-
ency and will give us a clearer 
understanding of the interac-
tions between our deputies 
and members of the public,” 
said Supervisor Janice Hahn. 
“However, we need to recog-
nize that body-worn cameras 
do not prevent violence or, 
in themselves, guarantee ac-
countability. This move needs 
to be accompanied by real ac-
countability, real reform, and 
real reflection.”

Over the past four years, 
the Board has set aside a to-
tal of $35 million to purchase 
body-worn cameras. On Au-
gust 11th, 2020, the Los An-
geles County Sheriff's Depart-
ment finalized an agreement 
with Axon Enterprise, Inc. 
for enough cameras to equip 

5,200 deputies and security of-
ficers with the devices over the 
next two years. 

“To build trust between 
our law enforcement officers 
and community members, 
transparency is key,” Supervi-
sor Barger said. “Allocating 
funds for body-worn cameras 
to Los Angeles County Sher-
iff’s deputies is a critical step 
to rebuild relationships and 
accountability. Because of 
persistence from the Board of 
Supervisors and commitment 
of communities, 5,200 depu-
ties and security officers will 
have access to these necessary 
devices.”

The motion approved au-
thorizes $25.5 million (which 
includes $12.3 million in on-
going funding and $13.2 mil-
lion in one-time funding) of 
the funding set aside to be 
given to the Sheriff's Depart-
ment for the first year of the 
body-worn camera program.  
This will allow the Sheriff's 
Department to move forward 
with implementing the cam-
eras in October starting with 
5 stations: West Hollywood, 
Lancaster, Lakewood, Indus-
try, and the Century Station.   
The next phase will include 
ten additional stations begin-
ning Jan. 1, 2021.

Emergency Cooling Centers
Visit ready.lacounty.gov/heat
Cooling centers 
are free, indoor air-
conditioned locations 
where you can keep 
cool when there are 
extreme heat weather 
conditions.
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Downey, Warren Recognized For Increasing 
Number of Seniors Who Apply for Financial Aid

In early August, Downey 
and Warren high schools were 
notified that they have been 
recognized for their success in 
the 2020 Race to Submit state-
wide campaign, sponsored by 
the California Student Aid 
Commission. 

This statewide campaign 
is aimed at increasing the num-
ber of high school seniors who 
complete the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAF-
SA) and the California Dream 
Act Application (CADAA). 
Filling out these financial aid 
applications is the first step to-
ward college success, helping 
students qualify for federal 
and state aid to help pay for 
college.

Finishing in first (Warren 
High) and second (Downey 
High) in their category, which 
is made up of high schools that 
have 800 graduating seniors 
or more, these two schools 
are among 24 California high 
schools with the highest com-
pletion rates in the state. 

With over 50 percent of 
Downey Unified’s compre-
hensive high school seniors 
completing their a-g require-
ments making them eligible 
to apply to a California State 
University (CSU) or a Univer-

Warren High School hosts a college fair in 2017.

sity of California (UC), rank-
ing in the top two provides the 
2020 graduating class at both 
high schools an upper hand in 
obtaining financial aid to as-
sist with their college tuition.    

“Your schools exemplify 
what we can do when working 
together on behalf of Califor-
nia high school seniors,” stat-
ed Marlene Garcia, Executive 
Director of the California Stu-
dent Aid Commission.

The Race to Submit Dash-
board tracked 2020-21 FAF-
SA and CADAA submission 
and completion rates as well 
as the number of grant award 
offers per school.  According 
to a letter that both schools 
received in honor of this ac-
colade, the California Student 
Aid Commission certified that 
over 79 percent of Downey 
High seniors and over 83 per-
cent of Warren High seniors 
have completed a FAFSA or 
CADAA applications and sub-
mitted their GPAs.

For two consecutive years, 
both comprehensive high 
schools in Downey Unified 
have been included within the 
top high schools designated 
with the highest financial aid 
application completion rates 
in the state of California.

Usually those awarded 
this recognition would be in-
vited to the State Capitol to 
participate in a ceremony. 
However, in light of the pan-
demic, Downey and Warren 
High have been asked to join 
the Commission digitally by 
attending a Race to Submit 
virtual award ceremony at a 
later date.

Filling out these financial 
aid applications is the first step 
toward college success and 
helps students qualify for fed-
eral and state aid to help pay 
for college. These efforts were 
modeled after the successful 
2017-18 FAFSA and CADAA 
Completion Initiative in Riv-
erside.

The Race to Submit en-
courages all California high 
schools and districts to view 
and track their FAFSA and 
CADAA completion number. 
The online tool helps measure 
the number of submitted and 
completed applications. This 
initiative aims to motivate 
California high schools and 
districts to increase applica-
tion count by supporting their 
students with FAFSA and 
CADAA submission.
Story Provided By

The Downey Patriot

barbershops are encouraged to 
maintain as many operations 
outdoors as possible.

The updated Health Of-
ficer Order and protocols will 
be on Public Health’s website 
later today.

All other prior restrictions 
will remain at this time.

Protecting Los Angeles 
County residents and work-
ers while reopening remains 
our number one priority. If at 
any time the County’s rate of 
infection and other key met-
rics return to unsafe levels, the 
County will reassess and take 
appropriate action.

Los Angeles County’s Re-
opening Protocols, COVID-19 
Surveillance Interactive Dash-
board, Roadmap to Recovery, 

Recovery Dashboard, and ad-
ditional things you can do to 
protect yourself, your family, 
and your community can be 
found here.

In the coming weeks, we 
will continue to diligently 
monitor critical COVID-19 
public health indicators while 
simultaneously evaluating our 
County’s ability to responsi-
bly and safely expand our ef-
forts to reopen schools and the 
economy. 

It is critical that all Los 
Angeles County residents 
stay the course — continue 
wearing face coverings, hand-
wash, observe physical dis-
tancing and avoid gatherings 
with individuals outside of 
your household.

LA County Announces Planned 
Reopenings with Safeguards From 
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ABC Education Foundation 
Deliver Supplies for Students

By Heather Summers

The ABC Education 
Foundation, with the support 
of many local donors and sup-
porters, is preparing over 800 
backpacks full of school sup-
plies this year as part of their 
School Essentials for Educa-
tion Drive (SEED). Supplies 
and backpacks were deliv-
ered based on wish lists from 
schools within ABC Unified 
School District for financially 
disadvantaged students the 
week of Aug. 17th. Once re-
ceived, the schools worked out 
the best way to distribute the 
supplies and backpacks to stu-
dents that need them.

Due to COVID-19 and to 
protect the safety of volunteers 
and the community, this year 
the Foundation purchased pre-
packaged supplies.

“Unfortunately, we have 
canceled our packaging event 
on Aug. 21st at Sears in Los 
Cerritos Center," said ABC 
Education Foundation Board 
Member and SEED Program 
Chair, Cindy Yen Chen. 
"Our board members remain 
involved and will help de-
liver all of the backpacks to 
our schools, but we want to 
minimize the risk of any ma-
jor gathering to assemble the 
backpacks. “

The ABC Education 
Foundation has been raising 
funds throughout the commu-

nity since 2012 for this project 
and has distributed backpacks 
to over 6,000 students over the 
years.

Working directly with 
principals and social work-
ers at ABCUSD, the ABC 
Education Foundation ordered 
supplies based on perceived 
needs for students at home 
with virtual learning or for 
the classroom. The supplies 
included items like earbuds 
this year, along with paper, 
pencils, binders, folders, and 
other materials to keep stu-
dents organized whether they 
are learning virtually or in the 
classroom.

This year, the funds for 

backpacks and supplies came 
from the following organiza-
tions: First Choice Bank, LBS 
Financial Credit Union, PIH 
Health, Hensen Family Giving 
Fund, School on Wheels, Ce-
lia & Howard Spitzer, Conant 
Family Foundation, State 
Bank of India, Golden State 
Water Company, Apple, So-
roptimist International Arte-
sia-Cerritos, AALRR, GOPIO 
(LA), Water Replenishment 
District (WRD), Sherre Titus, 
Shaila Patankar, and many 
other individual donors. 

Los Cerritos Center, a gen-
erous and consistent supporter 
of the ABC Education Founda-
tion, donated the space at Sears 
for preparing backpacks and 
supplies for distribution.
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The LA County reminds all members of the public to take 
the following extra precautions during hot weather:

 Avoid the sun – stay indoors from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
when the burning rays are strongest.

� Drink�plenty�of�fluids – 2 to 4 glasses of water every 
hour during times of extreme heat.

 Replace salt and minerals – sweating removes salt and 
minerals from your body, so replenish these nutrients with 
low sugar fruit juices or sports drinks during exercise or 

when working outside.
Avoid alcohol.

 Pace yourself – reduce physical activity and avoid 
exercising outdoors during peak heat hours.

 Wear appropriate clothing – wear a wide-brimmed hat 
and light-colored lightweight, loose-fitting clothes when 

you are outdoors.
 Stay cool indoors during peak hours – set your air 

conditioner between 75° to 80°. If you don’t have air 
conditioning, take a cool shower twice a day and/or 

visit a County Emergency Cooling Center. Find a local 
emergency cooling center at lacounty.gov/heat.

 Monitor those at high risk – check on elderly neighbors, 
family members and friends who do not have air 

conditioning. Infants and children up to 4 years old, 
people who overexert during work (e.g. construction 

workers) and people 65 years and older are at the highest 
risk of heat-related illnesses.

 Use sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) of at 
least 15 if you need to be in the sun.

 Keep pets indoors – heat also affects your pets, so please 
keep them indoors. If they will be outside, make sure they 
have plenty of water and a shaded area to help them keep 

cool.

Stay Safe and Cool 
During the Heatwaves

Giggy Perez-Saab Seeks Re-election to Downey School Board

Downey Unified School 
Board Member Giovanna 
“Giggy” Perez-Saab, has of-
ficially announced her re-
election campaign for this up-
coming election. Perez-Saab 
currently represents Downey 
students at DUSD in Trustee 
Area 3.

“I am proud of my posi-
tive record of serving our 
Downey students and teachers 
the last few years as a School 
Board member,” she said. 
“My record shows that I have 
been a positive voice and have 
served the best interests of 
our students.  Now more than 
ever, Downey families need 
a consistent and experienced 
leader who can continue the 
momentum of Downey Uni-
fied as we transition through 
this pandemic.”

Perez-Saab has been an 

advocate of greater communi-
cation during her years on the 
Downey School Board.  

“I believe the more infor-
mation we provide parents, 
the more involved families are 
in their children’s education 
results in greater academic 
success,” said. 

During Perez-Saab’s time 
on the board, DUSD has pro-
vided more parent academies, 
parent educational workshops, 
revamped all school websites, 
and launched the DUSD Par-
ent Connect App to ensure all 
families stay informed.

“As a parent of three chil-
dren in DUSD schools, I un-
derstand the importance and 
value of a quality education, 
safe and modern schools and 
curriculum which prepares 
our students to the challenges 
of today’s world,” she said.  

Perez-Saab has bridged a 
strong relationship with stu-
dents, parents and teachers 
during these extraordinary 
times.  As a school board 
member, she serves on impor-

tant committees including the 
Audit, Enrollment Growth, 
Social and Emotional Learn-
ing and the Return to School 
committees.

“DUSD teachers and 
staff have done an excellent 
job in transitioning to distant 
learning, and we are working 
hard to prepare for a safe and 
smooth return to campus when 
permitted by the State of Cali-
fornia,” she said. 

During Perez-Saab’s 
tenure on the School Board, 
DUSD has grown to a 96.1 
percent graduation rate and 
97 percent attendance rate, 
one of the highest in the re-
gion. She has been an outspo-
ken supporter of Innovation 
Labs, Femineers, Skills USA, 
STEAM, eSports, coding pro-
grams, animation technology, 
biomedical sciences, visual 
and performing arts, athletics 

and additional AP classes of-
fered.  

In addition, DUSD has 
created a CTE- Career Tech-
nical Education program that 
was awarded with over $4 
million in grant funding that 
has provided Downey students 
with college and career ready 
courses and experiences. 

US News & World Re-
port recently named Downey 
and Warren as a “Best High 
School” based on their perfor-
mance on state required tests, 
graduation and how well stu-
dents are prepared for college. 
Doty Middle School was iden-
tified as a “School to Watch” 
for its achievements.  

“I understand that there 
are some kids who may not 
have the desire to attend col-
lege, however, I want to make 
sure that when they do gradu-
ate, they are prepared to face 
today’s world with the neces-
sary tools to be able to achieve 
their potential in whatever 
field they have an interest in,” 
she said. 

“This is why I have sup-
ported enrichment programs 
and CTE pathways so that stu-
dents can receive training dur-
ing their DUSD career to help 
them be successful in life after 
graduation.”  

Story Provided By
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Artesia Cerritos United 
Methodist Church
18523 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Artesia Christian Church
11625 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos First Assembly
18400 Pioneer Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Cerritos Presbyterian Church
11841 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Church in Cerritos
11428 187th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

Cornerstone Community 
Church
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Baptist Church of Artesia
18400 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
First Christian Reformed 
Church of Artesia
18411 Alburtis Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Holy Family Catholic Church
18626 Clarkdale Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701

Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11972 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701

 
 
 

 
Kingdon Hall of Jehovahs 
Witness
11976 178th St 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Korean Independent 
Presbyterian Church
18116 Arline Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
New Life Community 
Church
18800 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Pentecostal Church of God
18510 Corby Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
River Shore Korean 
Chuch
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Seam International 
Christian Training Center
18021 Norwalk Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
St Paul Evangelical 
Community Church
11428 Artesia Blvd 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
Trinity Christian Reformed 
Church
18718 Grayland Ave 
Artesia, CA 90701
 
World Full Gospel Church
18021 Norwalk Blvd Ste 204 
Artesia, CA 90701
 

DIRECTORY: 

CHURCHES IN ARTESIA

City of Artesia Provides Substantial Support for 
Local Businesses During COVID-19 Pandemic

Since the COVID-19 pan-
demic was declared a local 
emergency in March by the Ar-
tesia City Council, the City has 
taken many steps to support the 
local business community and 
to help them continue to oper-
ate safely as much as possible 
throughout the pandemic. 

Steps the City has taken 
including finding ways to work 
flexibly with businesses to help 
them stay open in accordance 
with health guidelines, con-
necting them to resources, and 
encouraging residents to shop 
and dine locally, among many 
others.

On March 25th, the City 
was one of the first in the re-
gion, and remains one of the 
only cities locally, to put in 

place its own residential and 
commercial eviction morato-
rium to protect businesses from 
eviction due to the impacts of 
COVID-19. 

Additionally, the City has 
worked with partners such as 
the Artesia Chamber of Com-
merce and the Southeast Los 
Angeles County Workforce 
Development Board to pro-
mote available grant and loan 
funding for businesses to sup-
port their operations, and main-
tains a dedicated resource and 
information page for business-
es on the City website. 

The City has also worked 
together with local businesses 
to identify ways to be flexible 
while maintaining safety in 
Planning and Code Enforce-

ment to help businesses adver-
tise and operate safely outside, 
and has put in place a tempo-
rary permit program that cut 
fees and waiting periods for 
restaurants to stay open with 
outdoor dining. Public safety 
resources have been expanded 
as well to protect and help edu-
cate Artesia businesses so they 
can safely stay open as much as 
possible.

The City continues to look 
for more ways to support busi-
nesses and will be sharing new 
opportunities in the near future 
for businesses. The City hopes 
Artesia residents can shop and 
dine at Artesia businesses dur-
ing this time and will continue 
sharing opportunities and re-
sources with the community.

The U.S. Census Bureau 
announced in August that the 
deadline for online, phone 
and mailed self-responses 
for the 2020 Census has been 
changed to Wednesday, Sept. 
30. The purpose of the now 
earlier Census deadline is to 
accelerate the completion of 
Census data collection.

Census staff is currently 
conducting field canvassing to 
follow-up with non-responsive 
households, and will continue 
to do so through Wednesday, 
Sept. 30. Appropriate safety 
precautions, including use of 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and social distancing 
practices, are being followed 
during field canvassing to en-
sure the safety of residents 
and Census staff. During these 
door-to-door visits, Census 
representatives are equipped 
with devices that can digitally 
accept Census responses.

As of Aug. 11, the City's 

2020 Census response rate was 
78.8 percent, which is higher 
than the response rate of other 
municipalities throughout the 
Southeast Los Angeles County 
region. Cerritos residents are 
encouraged to respond to the 
2020 Census in advance of 
the Wednesday, September 30 
deadline.

The U.S. Constitution 
mandates that the federal gov-
ernment conduct a population 
count of all individuals resid-
ing in the United States every 
10 years. Data obtained by the 
U.S. Census Bureau is used to 
determine the distribution of 
Congressional seats to states; 
make planning decisions relat-
ed to the allocation of resourc-
es for community services and 
infrastructure; distribute more 
than $675 billion annually in 
federal funds to local, state and 
tribal governments and serve 
as the nation's primary demo-
graphic resource.

2020 Census Data Collection 
to End September 30
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   Date _____________________

   I wish to subscribe to the Gateway Guardian newspaper. Please deliver to:

   Name ________________________________________________________

   Street Address _________________________________________________

   City / State / Zip _______________________________________________

   Phone _______________________________________________________

   Email Address_________________________________________________
  

Enclosed is my check or money order made payable to: 
Gateway Guardian

Please mail this form to:
 P.O Box 4948, Cerritos, CA  90703
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Cost: $30 for 1 Year

Serving the communities of  Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gardens & La Palma
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   For Only

 $30
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Crossword Answers

1.   Which is the main substance used to 
make a crayon?

2.   What species of whale is known for 
singing long, complex songs?

3.    Where did yoga originate?

4.  78% of the earth’s atmosphere is 
composed of which gas?

5.  Who wrote the screenplay for Rocky?

Answers  1. Wax  2. Humpback 3. India 4. Nitrogen  
5. Sylvester Stallone

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
www.gatewayguardiannews.com

READ THE PAPER ONLINE!

SEPT. 14

Crossword

Confidential�Help�for�
Veterans and Their Families

Is There a 
Streetlight Out?

If you would like to report 
a streetlight outage or a 

malfunctioning streetlight, 
please visit the Southern 

California Edison website at:
www.sce.com 

August 23 - September 22

Virtuous
insightful
responsible
generous
overcritical
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Election Day 
is Coming!

Be sure to register and fill in your ballot. 
Learn about early voting options in your area.

AQUARIUM OF THE PACIFIC 
LAUNCHES NEW SEAL AND SEA LION EXPERIENCE

Watch as the seals and sea lions enjoy their morning meal and undergo 
their daily health checks, hear about each animal, and ask the animal 

care staff questions

The Aquarium of the Pacific is now offering a new way for visitors to 
view an animal care presentation that makes accommodations for social 

distancing and safety. Starting on Sept. 6, the Aquarium will offer a Seals 
and Sea Lions Experience on Sunday mornings before the Aquarium opens 

to the public.
Join the animal husbandry staff as they feed and care for the Aquarium’s 

seals and sea lions. Limited to twenty guests total and with a maximum 
group size of six people, this exclusive experience gains you early access to 
the Aquarium’s outdoor areas before the facility opens to the public. Get an 
insider’s experience as the seals and sea lions enjoy their morning meal and 
undergo their daily health checks. Animal care staff members will discuss 
each animal and how the Aquarium cares for them and will also answer 

questions from participants. After the presentation, guests will have fifteen 
minutes to begin exploring the outdoor exhibits before they open to the 

public at 9 a.m. Advance reservations are required.

Photos by Madeline WaldenPhotos by Robin Riggs


