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Cerritos College Board 
Passes Resolution to 
Mitigate Concerns on Car Lot

Artesia Library Events  
for September 

Page 5

Cerritos Opens ‘Thinking Money’ Exhibit

Ceremony

The Cerritos College 
Board of Trustees passed a 
resolution to express its com-
mitment to uphold several 
proposed improvements to the 
corner Lot located at 166th 
Street and Studebaker Road at 
its Sept. 6 meeting. 

The District’s proposed 
changes are subject to the ap-
proval of a Temporary Use 
Permit by the City of Cerritos 
at its Sept. 18 council meeting. 
Upon approval of the Tempo-
rary Use Permit of the land, 
the District could be granted 
a four-year permit from the 
City of Cerritos. The District 
also proposes to host quarterly 
meetings with residents to ad-
dress any potential concerns.

Based on initial feedback 
and direction from the City of 
Cerritos and top concerns the 
District learned from residents 
during its Aug. 23 community 
forum, the Board of Trustees 
approved a resolution to ad-
dress the following concerns:

1. Loading and unload-
ing – This will take place at 
the dealer site and not at the 
District. Vehicles will not 
be transported via a delivery 
truck. Cars will be driven indi-
vidually through the College’s 
parking Lot 10 as demands for 
daily inventory arise. Hours 
of operations will be Monday 
- Sunday between 7 a.m. and 

The Cerritos City Council held a ribbon cutting to celebrate the opening of the "Thinking Money" exhibi-
tion at the Cerritos Library on Sept. 6. Rich “One” Cofinco, a successful local entrepreneur and artist who 
presented the opening program, joined the City Council for the event. Pictured from the left are City Coun-
cilmember Frank Aurelio Yokoyama, Mayor Grace Hu, Rich “One” Cofinco and Mayor Pro Tem Mark 
Pulido. “Thinking Money” is designed to teach tweens, teens and the adults in their lives about money and 
is presented at the Cerritos Library through Saturday, Oct. 7. “Thinking Money” was developed by the 
American Library Association Public Programs Office in collaboration with the FINRA Investor Education 
Foundation, whose support made this exhibition possible.

10 p.m.
2. Dust Mitigation – The 

College proposes to use an en-
vironmentally friendly type of 
decomposed granite to reduce 
dust.

3. Landscape – The Dis-
trict will install durable, green 
vinyl fabric (privacy screens) 
to the fences to minimize vis-
ibility from the street.

4. Lighting – Based on a 
third-party report from the Dis-
trict’s current Facilities Master 
Plan (2011), the District does 
not expect its lighting fixtures 
to negatively impact residents. 
The District’s plan for lighting 
produces less illumination or 
brightness than normal street 
lights.

A full explanation of the 
improvements can be found 
online at: www.cerritos.edu/
corner-lot-pdf

“It is important to us that 
the community knows that 
we heard their concerns about 
the changes to the lot, and we 
want to remain good neighbors 
by addressing those issues that 
the community raised,” said 
Dr. Shin Liu, clerk, Board of 
Trustees who represents Area 
5, covering the cities of Cerri-
tos, Artesia, Norwalk and por-
tions of Lakewood and Santa 
Fe Springs. 

Artesia Holds Patriot Day Ceremony

Cerritos City Councilmember Jim Edwards joins Artesia Councilmembers 
Victor Manalo, Sally Flowers and Tony Lima, Mayor Ali Taj and Guest 
Speakers Asst. Fire Captain Nick Duvally (LA County Fire Dept.) and 
Capt. James Wolak from the Lakewood Sheriff’s Station as they place a 
wreath at the Artesia Veterans Memorial. The Patriot Day Ceremony was 
held on Sept. 11 at noon. As part of the ceremony, resident Dody Beding-
field read her original poem called “Forever in Our Heart 9-11.”

See Cerritos College Page 11

Artesia Resident Challenges Victor 
Manalo on Statement about Fire Dept. 

At the Sept. 11 Artesia 
City Council meeting, resi-
dent Brandon Madrid made 
the following comments to the 
Council:

“Good evening Mayor, 
City Council, and City Clerk.

On August 8th I received a 
letter from Councilman Mana-
lo. Besides threatening me 
with a lawsuit, he stated in re-
sponse to the recall statement 
that Public Safety is threatened 
by the Pioneer Boulevard proj-
ect which impedes emergency 
vehicles, leading to delayed 
response times that will cause 
property damage and loss of 
life that 

Quote: “NO EVIDENCE 
= LIES  TRUTH: The Los An-
geles County Fire Department 
and Sheriffs signed off on our 
plan and the downtown has 
not had a negative impact on 
public safety response times.”

I know the sentence sounds 

weird but that’s exactly how 
he wrote it.

So, Mr. City Clerk, I’m 
making a verbal public re-
cords request right now.

I want a copy of the ap-
proval of the Pioneer Boulevard 
Promenade project by the Los 
Angeles County Fire Depart-
ment and Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department as Mana-
lo claimed in his letter.  

Since this item is on to-
day’s agenda, is a major con-
cern of every Artesia resident, 
and Councilman Manalo made 
claims that the sign off exists, 
I expect you to have the docu-
mentation available for public 
inspection within 24 hours at City 
Hall for every Artesia resident.

If the Fire and Sheriff’s 
Departments did not approve 
of the project, I expect you 
to tell me right now so you 
don’t waste my time or any-
one else’s.

I will come by City Hall 
tomorrow to pick up my cop-
ies.  Thank you.”

See Manalo’s Letter Page 3
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SCHOOL NEWS

And many more!

Next School 
Board Meeting  

Sept. 19
7 p.m.

By Edna Ethington

La Palma-Cerritos branch 
of the American Associa-
tion of University Women 
(AAUW) will be featuring as 
guest speakers two 8th grad-
ers from ABC Unified School 
District at their meeting on 
Sept. 14. 

The students were spon-
sored by the AAUW to attend 
the Whittier STEM Tech Trek 
Camp this summer.  The meet-

La Palma-Cerritos AAUW 
to Feature Whittier Tech 
Trek Campers on Sept. 14

ing will be held at the Skyline 
Room of the Cerritos Library 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

The AAUW Tech Trek 
Camp program will be dis-
cussed prior to a dinner pot-
luck provided by members.  
The AAUW’s Interest Groups 
will be discussed and a gen-
eral meeting will conclude the 
program for the evening.  For 
more information, contact Pro-
gram VP Thea Siegel at 562-
926-3667.

Tobi Balma, Naima from Faye Ross Middle School, Celia Spitzer, ABC 
Superintendent Mary Sieu, Isabella from Fedde Middle School and  Chris 
Taxier. The students will discuss the Trek Camp they attended.

At the Sept. 5 ABC School-
Board meeting, two new prin-
cipals were introduced to the 
school community. Michele 
Robinson, is the new Princi-
pal of Burbank ES in Artesia. 
She has more than 17 years of 
professional experience as an 
educator. 

She previously served 
in the La Habra City School 
District as an Assistant Prin-
cipal with the Imperial Middle 
School Academy of the Arts. 
She also worked at Norwalk 
LaMirada Unified School Dis-
trict where she was an Assis-
tant Principal, Instructional 
Coach and English Language 
Arts/Social Studies Teacher in 
the middle grades. 

She earned her Bachelor 
of Science degree at California 
State University, Fullerton and 
Master of Education in Educa-
tional Leadership at Concordia 
University. 

Priscilla Rodriguez is the 
new Principal of Ross Acad-
emy MS in the city of Artesia. 
She is the former Principal 
of North Park Middle School 
Academy of the Arts in El 
Rancho School District. She 
also served as an Assistant 
Principal of Curriculum at El 
Rancho High School, as well 
as an English teacher at the 
same school. 

Mrs. Rodriguez was AC-

ABC District Welcomes 
New School Leaders

SA’s Middle Grades Principal 
“Administrator of the Year for 
2017.” She earned her Bache-
lor of Arts degree at California 
State University, Long Beach 
and Master’s degree in Educa-
tion at Whittier College. 

At the July 18 Board Meet-
ing, Roshelle Chavez was in-
troduced as the new Director 
of Pupil Support Services. Ms. 
Chavez was the former Assis-
tant Director of Special Educa-
tion at Norwalk LaMirada Uni-
fied School District. She also 
held positions as the Leader of 
the Southern California SEL-
PAs, SELPA Senior Program 
Administrator and Principal of 
LAUNCH with Torrance Uni-
fied School District. 

In addition, she’s had ex-
tensive experience as a teacher 
with special needs students. 
She earned her Bachelor of 
Arts and Master of Arts degree 
at California State University, 
Dominguez Hills. She is cur-
rently in the Doctorate of Edu-
cation Program in Educational 
Leadership at California State 
University, Fullerton. 

Superintendent Dr. Mary 
Sieu said, “We are delighted 
to welcome these fine, expe-
rienced professionals to the 
ABC team. They are off to 
a great start at their schools 
bringing in fresh ideas and ex-
periences.” 

Dr. Mary Sieu, Superinten-
dent of the ABC Unified School 
District, was recently selected 
by the Association of California 
School Administrators (ACSA) 
as the California 2017 Superin-
tendent of the Year. 

The ACSA Award recog-
nizes outstanding performance 
and achievement by individual 
administrators. The recipient of 
the Superintendent of the Year 
Award must demonstrate ex-
ceptional leadership, commit-
ment to educational quality and 
student achievement, a com-
mitment to professional growth 
and creativity and innovation in 
dealing with issues and prob-
lems facing public education.  

Dr. Sieu will be honored 
at the ACSA State Awards 

ABC Supt. Dr. Mary  Sieu 
Selected California ACSA 
Superintendent of the Year

Ceremony on Friday, Nov.3, a 
part of the Leadership Summit 
in San Jose. 

“I am humbled and hon-
ored to be selected as the State 
Superintendent of the Year. 
I accept this recognition on 
behalf of the exceptional stu-
dents and people I have the 
great privilege to work with in 
ABC Unified School District,” 
said Dr. Sieu. 

16700 Norwalk Blvd.
Cerritos, CA  90703

Cerritos College to Host 
Economic Development Summit

 

Cerritos College will host 
its first Economic Develop-
ment Summit on Friday, Sept. 
22 from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.. 

 The conference will bring 
businesses and community 
members together to discuss 
challenges and opportunities 
that face Gateway-area busi-
nesses and organizations in 
order to improve the economic 
development and social ser-
vices infrastructure across the 
region. 

The one-day conference 
will include presentations on 
economic trends and the area’s 
labor force data.  The outcome 
of the conference will be out-
lined in an official white paper 
produced by the College that 
describes the state of the econ-
omy and recommendations for 
potential growth.

 “We are proud to be an 
institution known for our aca-
demic excellence, but we also 
believe that our commitment 

to the community must go be-
yond the region's educational 
attainment,” said Cerritos Col-
lege President/Superintendent 
Dr. Jose Fierro. 

“Cerritos College must be 
closely involved in aligning 
education with business inter-
ests throughout the communi-
ties we serve, especially as it 
relates to raising the income 
level of our residents. 

“Ultimately, our goal is to 
help residents across the re-
gion apply their education as a 
means to break in the cycle of 
poverty and financial inequal-
ity to improve their lives. Edu-
cation is the most viable way 
for many of our residents to 
enter the middle-class.”

Register by Monday, Sep-
tember 11: Conference Regis-
tration Form. Seating is limit-
ed. Continental Breakfast and 
Lunch will be served.

 For more information, call 
(562) 860-2451, ext. 2204.
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ARTESIA:                                          
International Street Fair & Diversity Festival 
Saturday, Oct. 7  •  11 a.m. - 11 p.m.   Pioneer Blvd. 
between 183rd St. & 188th St. 
Experience diversity in Artesia by enjoying a day filled 
with cultural performances, music, and entertainment, 
International cuisine, a beer garden, shopping, arts and 
crafts, and the Kids Zone at the 4th Annual International 
Street Fair & Diversity Festival. The event offers an 
entire day of activities for the whole family. 
 
CERRITOS
Senior Health & Wellness Fair 
Friday, Oct. 6  •  9 a.m. - 12 p.m.    Senior Center  

Cerritos on 2 Wheels Community Bike Event 
Saturday, Oct. 7  •  7 a.m. - 2 p.m.    Sports Complex  

HAWAIIAN GARDENS 
 
3K Fun Run/Walk 
Saturday, Sept. 30  •  Fedde Sports Complex 

See ABC District Page 7

Edgar Gil Yoguez of Ve-
nustiano Carranza Michoacán 
passed away on Aug. 26  at 
dawn due to a heart attack, re-
ported Michoacán government 
officials. Hawaiian Gardens’ 
Sister City’s President will be 
sorely missed.  

He was adored by the resi-
dents of Hawaiian Gardens.  
We, along with the govern-
ment of Michoacán, send our 
deepest condolences to the 
relatives, friends and citizens 
of Venustiano Carranza.

HG Saddened by Death  
of Sister City President

  Edgar Gil Yoguez

Letter to Local Resident from 
Councilmember Victor Manalo

ABC District Board Reviews 
Update on Facilities
By Jerry Bernstein

ABC Unified School Dis-
trict consists of 30 schools, in-
cluding 19 elementary schools, 
five  middle schools, five high 
schools and one adult educa-
tion school. Since 2015, the 
District has completed numer-
ous projects totaling approxi-
mately $10 million. 

In a report to the Board of 
Education, Sept. 5, James Pop-
er, Director of Maintenance, 
Operations, Transportation 
and Facilities said in addition, 
Proposition 39 fund provides 
almost $4.5 million in funding 
for  the District’s LED lights 
replacement project. He said 
spring and summer projects this 
year accounted for more that 
$3 million with the focus of en-
suring the school sites are safe, 
functional and in good repair. 

He said new energy ef-
ficient units replaced 105 old 
AC units, improving indoor 
air quality at Carmentia, Ross, 
Tetzlaff, Willow and Kennedy 
this spring and summer. 

Poper said more than 
1,146,000 sq. ft. of parking 

lot and black top repairs were 
done, which included sea- 
coating and restriping at Arte-
sia High School and Childern 
Center, Niemes, Nutririon Ser-
vices/DO, Burbank, Furgeson, 
Tetzlaff, Cabrillo Lane and 
Willow. 

He said, “In addition play-
ground equipment was inspect-
ed District wide with safety 
repairs completed at Artesia 
CDC,  Burbank, Kennedy, 
Leal, Niemes, Nixon, Palms 
Wittmann and Willow.” 

“ABC is a busy school 
district,” he said, “and we 
have to coordinate with aca-
demic services, site principals, 
nutrition services, community 
user groups which use ABC’s 
school sites for their programs 
under the Civic Center Act. 

He said they also watch 
project planning for the fol-
lowing year in order to coor-
dinate their work schedule. He 
said more than 211,000 sq. ft. 
of new roofing was done on 
various school sites.

“More than 5,000 new 
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

By Jerry Bernstein

City of Artesia Holds 
Patriot Day Ceremony

 See Letter Page 9

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming Events

By Melinda Kimsey

My thoughts and prayers 
go out to the people of Texas 
and Florida as they deal with 
the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma. I can't even 
imaging Cerritos being under 
five feet of water. Accord-
ing to Google, we are 46 feet 
above sea level, so it is not out 
of the realm of possibility. We 
will eventually have another 
earthquake as well, so please 
store food, water and other di-
saster supplies at your house in 
case we lose power. 

I’m still reflecting about 
Sept. 11, 2001 and wish the 
city were still doing a small 
tribute of remembrance. While 
I was out on a run last Mon-
day (9/11) morning,  I saw the 
Cerritos Hawk in my neigh-
borhood and couldn’t help but 
think it was a sign. We will 
never forget and God Bless 
America! 

The candidates from ABC 
Unified School District Trustee 
Area #3 (which mostly covers 
eastern Cerritos north of South 
Street) are out campaigning.  
You may have seen them per-
sonally or their volunteers at 
the back to school nights.  

The candidates are incum-

bent Lynda Johnson, Danny 
Fierro, Ernie Nishi and Armin 
Reyes. Good luck to all, and I 
hope we get the best candidate 
elected for our district and the 
kids. Cerritos High School is 
in this trustee area and is look-
ing for a wrestling coach if 
anyone is interested. 

I recently joined the Watch 
Dogs (Dads of Great Students) 
at my daughter’s school. To 
my knowledge, it is the only 
one at an elementary school 
in the district. Dads volunteer 
before and after school to help 
with the crazy drop off and 
pick up of students.  It can be 
really hectic, but the Watch 
Dogs make it a lot smoother.  

All Dads also take a va-
cation day from work each 
semester and patrol the school 
grounds as an extra set of eyes.  
They play with the kids and 
help with safety concerns. It is a 
great program, and I wanted to 
thank Principal Ortiz for start-
ing it. I hope to see the program 
district wide some day.

On the crime front, sev-
eral packages were stolen near 
Liberty Park. Please track your 
packages and bring them inside 
as soon as possible. If you will 
be out of town, you can ask a 
neighbor to get them for you. 

A private delivery woman 
stole a branch from a resi-
dent’s plumeria tree. It was 
caught on a ring doorbell sur-
veillance system and the foot-
age allowed the homeowner to 
track the person down to file 
a complaint. Consider getting 
the Ring doorbell or some oth-

er type of surveillance system 
for your home. 

The Sheriff’s Depart-
ment started “Operation Night 
Light,” a program to get our 
neighborhoods lit up at night 
in an attempt to deter the crim-
inals. Just think that if every 
house was lit up, there would 
be no shadows to hide in.  

There are now solar pan-
eled lights for under $40 that 
don’t need to be hard wired 
and they are very easy to in-
stall. I ordered one and plan 
to hook it up soon and hope 
you do the same. Great job to 
Captain Nuñez and the entire 
department for being creative 
to start a new program to make 
our streets safer!

On Sept. 15, Arte Café is 
hosting a Hurricane Harvey 
relief wine tasting event. It 
will be from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
and the cost is $35. This in-
cludes wine and appetizers. 
L.A. County Supervisor Jan-
ice Hahn and the Gateway 
Guardian are sponsoring the 
event. On Sept. 18, the Cer-
ritos City Council will dis-
cuss the vehicle storage on the 
Cerritos College campus at 7 
p.m. in Council Chambers. On 
Sept 23, there will be a large 
neighborhood garage sale near 
Gridley Park.  

The Cerritos Chamber of 
Commerce is hosting its annu-
al Taste of Cerritos on Sept. 27 
at the Cerritos Performing Arts 
Center and will cost only $10. 
There will be over 30 vendors 
and it is always a great time. 

Stay safe, Cerritos!

LETTER TO THE COMMUNITY

The city of Artesia held its 
annual Patriot Day Ceremony 
Sept. 11, commemorating the 
tragic events of Sept 11, 2001 
when the World Trade Cen-
ter in New York City and the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C. 
were attacked by terrorists.

Speaking at the ceremony 
was Captain James P. Wolak  
of the Lakewood Sheriff Sta-
tion, who reminded those 
present that 16 years ago, the 
worst foreign attack on U.S. 
Soil was made more horrific 
by the terrorists targeting in-
nocent civilians. 

He said the videos and 
pictures of planes flying into 
buildings are a grim reminder 
that there are individuals out 
there who seek to do us harm, 
simply because we are Ameri-
cans. “Whatever the intent of the 
terrorists was, they failed miser-
ably. They may have knocked 
over buildings, but they failed to 
destroy the enduring sprit that is 

America,” he said. 
“You see, America is just 

not a nation, it is an idea, that 
people from all over the world 
and from all walks of life, can 
come together and form a gov-
ernment of the people, by the 
people and for the people. It’s 
why people risk their lives ev-
ery day get here and become 
Americans. They come here 
for the unique combination of 
freedom and opportunity”

He went on to say, “To-
day there are those who say 
our country ihas never been 
more divided, that these are 
the worst times for America. I 
would have to respectfully dis-
agree. 

“You see, 240 years ago, 
we had no freedom. We were 
ruled by a monarchy that was 
more than 3,000 miles across 
the Atlantic Ocean. And we 
had no representation, no 
rights, and no laws of our own. 
We had no representation, but 
we revolted and went on to 
form our own nation.”

“Whenever America has 
come face to face with adversi-
ty, the greatness of this country 
soon follows,” he said. “Pic-
tures and videos of the dev-
astation in Houston and now 
Florida are heartbreaking, but 
the inspiring images of neigh-
bors helping neighbors and av-

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

First of all, I would like to 
congratulate our very own Su-
perintendent of the ABC Uni-
fied School District, Dr. Mary 
Sieu on being named Califor-
nia 2017 Superintendent of 
the Year by the Association of 
California School Administra-
tors! Very impressive and very 
well deserved! 

Along with that great news, 
there was a very productive 
meeting with the residents and 
the Facilities Committee re-
garding the review and update 
on the District’s facilities. An-
other great program is the new 
“Watch Dog” program over at 
Nixon Elementary. You can 
read more about this soon-to-
be very successful program in 

Brad Beach’s column. 
I hope to see many of you 

at the Hurricane Harvey Relief 
Event at the fabulous restau-
rant, Arte Café. There will be 
a DJ, lots of door prizes, lots 
of food, and fun. There is a 
more information about it on 
Page 12. 

Also, there is a nice pho-
to of the Chamber of Com-
merce’s recent breakfast at 
Rosewood’s Family Restau-
rant with speaker Desmond 
Thompson, the Fleet Manager 
from the Lexus dealership in 
the Cerritos Auto Mall. All in 
all, a very nice breakfast and a 
very nice presentation. 

A gentle reminder that you 
do not have to own a business 
to join the chamber. Everyone 
is encouraged and invited to 
join the chamber as a commu-
nity member. I can guarantee 
that you will really enjoy all 
of the fun events the chamber 
has scheduled throughout the 
year. 

Speaking of fun events, 
the Taste of the Region is just 
around the corner. There are 
so many restaurants offering 
free food, and there are also 
local businesses offering free 
goodie bags. It is a win-win 

for everyone. 
By the way, there are lots 

of fabulous gifts for the raffle 
drawing, and I do mean lots of 
fabulous gifts. The Gateway 
Guardian is donating tickets to 
the Aquarium of the Pacific. 

The Artesia Library is 
having a number of interesting 
events coming up, including a 
Bookmark Contest, a Home-
work Center, Toddler Story-
time, a Beginner Reader Story 
Club, an Adult Book Club, 
and much, much more. 

And the Historical Society 
is having their yearly gala at 
the Albert O. Little Commu-
nity Center on Sept. 16 where 
they will honor the military. 
This will be a great event and 
I hope to see you there. 

Lastly, there is a nice let-
ter to the community by the 
Cerritos College President, 
Dr. Jose Fierro. 

As always, Happy Trails!

Email your letter to:
jbeach22@verizon.net

Dear Community,
 
I would like to take this 

opportunity to inform you 
about the changes on Cerri-
tos College’s parcel of land at 
166th Street and Studebaker 
Road. Converting the five-acre 
lot has been a part of the Col-
lege’s long-term strategy to 
reduce budget shortfalls and 
provide additional funding for 
student programs. 

The increased revenue  
from our automotive tenants 
will increase the College’s 
ability to pay for essential pro-
grams and services despite de-
creases in state funding. Like 
other community colleges, 
Cerritos College is currently 
experiencing a decline in full-
time student enrollment.

This occurs when the 
economy is doing well and 
students must find a balance 
between employment and edu-
cation, which often results in 
students taking fewer classes.

The decline in full-time 
enrollment leads to reduced 
state funding for the College. 
While decreased funding lim-
its the College’s ability to fund 
essential programs and ser-
vices for our students, the ad-
ditional revenue from the new 
lease will reduce its impact.

To facilitate the transition 
of the lot, the College is mak-

ing a concentrated effort to 
work with the City of Cerritos 
and the communities we serve 
to meet requirements and ad-
dress concerns. 

Changing the use of the lot 
requires a Temporary Use Per-
mit from the City of Cerritos, 
and the College continues to 
work very closely with the City 
to address its requirements. On 
August 23, the College hosted 
a community forum and re-
ceived feedback. I would like 
to express my appreciation to 
the residents who took the time 
to attend and voice their con-
cerns. Let me assure you – your 
voices were heard.

At its Sept. 6 meeting, 
the Board of Trustees took 
action to address residents’ 
concerns and meet proposed 
requirements from the City 
of Cerritos. The Board unani-
mously resolved to address 
issues such as dust and light 
mitigation, loading/unloading 
requirements, and the land-
scape surrounding the lot. The 
Board also approved to add 
these mitigation efforts into 
the lease agreement.

As I mentioned before, the 
proposed changes to the lot at 
166th Street and Studebaker 
Road are temporary and will 
only take effect upon approval 
by the City of Cerritos. The 
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Pioneer Boulevard Merchants

18644-A Pioneer Boulevard  •  Artesia, CA  90701
Tel:  (562) 402-0112  •  Fax:  (562) 860-2706

email: info@highglow.com  • www.highglow.com  

Flagship Store
18508 Pioneer Blvd.  
Artesia, CA  90701
562.402.8755
ketan@bindi.com  

Bookmark Contest for  
students! Theme is “What’s 
Your Story?” This contest is 
for students in Kindergarten 
through Grade 12. There are 
four grade divisions: K-2; 3-5; 
6-8 & 9-12. Pick up an entry 
form today at Artesia Library. 
Deadline is Oct. 14.

Homework Center!  Free 
homework assistance for stu-
dents in Kindergarten through 
Grade 6. Homework Center 
hours are Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Thursdays 3-5 p.m.; 
Fridays 3-4:30 p.m.; Saturdays 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Thanks to the 
Woman’s Club of Artesia-
Cerritos for homework assis-
tance on Wednesdays!

Toddler Storytime. Fri-
days, Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29. From 
11 - 11:20 a.m. Following the 
Storytime, there will be plenty 
of time for play with age-ap-
propriate toys. This program 
is suggested for ages 1-3 and 
their parents/caregivers.

Beginning Readers Book 
Club. Saturday, Sept. 9. From 
12-1 p.m. Suggested for chil-
dren in Kindergarten through 
Grade 2. Books will be passed 
out during the book club ses-

sion, no need to check them 
out ahead of time.

Artesia Adult Book Club. 
Tuesday, Sept. 12. From 12 - 
1 p.m. The Tea Girl of Hum-
mingbird Lane by Lisa See. 
All interested persons are wel-
come and invited to attend.

Binary Bracelets. Satur-
day, Sept. 16. From 2-3 pm. 
Suggested for ages 6-18.

Mexican Bark Painting. 
Tuesday, Sept. 19. From 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month. For all ages.

Nutrition and Zumba for 
Adults. Saturday, Sept. 23. 
From 2-3:30 p.m. This pro-
gram will include a 20-minute 
Zumba exercise session to-
ward the end of the program. 
Presented by Challenge for 
Change The Whole Child.

Tuesday Evening Story 
Art. Tuesday, Sept. 26. From 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Suggested for 
ages 4-10 and their families!

Build-A-Thon. Saturday, 
September 30. From 6:30-7:30 
pm. Suggested for ages 3-14.  

Friends of the Artesia Li-
brary Meeting. Tuesday, Oct. 
3. From 6:30-8 p.m. All inter-
ested persons are welcome.

Artesia Library Events 
for September Lake Jennings Has Kid-Friendly Camping

Family-Friendly Day Trips

By Leah Nass – Mommy 
Blogger at Swellmommy.com

In the Cuyamaca Moun-
tains in Lakeside, there is a 
water supply reservoir turned 
recreation lake called Lake 
Jennings. 

About a two-hour drive 
away, it is a great short camp-
ing trip option for families. 
And at only $30 per night for 
a developed camp ground with 
water, restrooms and showers, 
it’s also a great value. 

Upon arrival, make sure to 
get a trail map from the check-
in booth as the campground 
has access to at least three dif-
ferent trails to explore the lake 
and surrounding mountains. 
The booth also sells firewood 
at a good price. 

Though there are RV 
sites and primitive, no frills, 
sites, the tent sites with the 
lake view are the best on the 
campground. Outfitted with 
fire rings for a safe campfire, 
boulders and trees to keep the 
natural feeling despite the de-
veloped site, and views of the 
lake and mountains, they are 

the best balance of conve-
nience and roughing it. 

Actually, camping at this 
lake, or any others, is not rec-
ommended for kids who have 
no concept of danger or hap-
pen to like running directly 
toward precarious situations. 
The lake view sites have a de-
cline towards the paths to the 
lake, mostly covered in brush 
and boulders. My preschooler 
and toddler are fairly obedient 
and luckily did not make a run 
for it, but we did have to watch 
them like hawks. 

Lake Jennings camp-
grounds also include a covered 
playground with an elaborate 
play structure in the abstract 
form of a ship with multiple 
slides, multi-level decking, a 
periscope and a ship’s wheel. 

For older kids, there are 
a number of activities includ-
ing a Campground Scaven-
ger Hunt, arts and crafts and 
ping pong in the Pavilion, not 
far from the playground. For 
adults, there is a Little Free 
Library located conveniently 
next to the bench overlooking 
the playground. 

The entrance to the trail-
head splits into three differ-
ent trails. These trails feature 
information plaques detailing 
some of the local foliage and 
wildlife along the main path. 
Lesser traveled paths into the 
upper mountains are challeng-
ing up hill, while the lower 
paths are easier and winding. 

For those interested in 
fishing, a short drive to the 
day use area of the lake leads 
to roads that access many parts 
of the lake. The Bait Shop that 
sells the private fishing permits 
also has Fishing University 
on Saturday mornings, where 
they teach inexperienced an-
glers how to bait their poles 
and tips to increase the odds 
of catching something. 

The best fishing, and 
probably the most wonderful 
way to experience any lake, is 
by boat. Kayaks, motorboats 
and rowboats are available for 
rent to get out into the middle 
of the lake and into the many 
coves for the best fishing con-
ditions. Lake Jennings, unlike 
many other lakes, allows for 
night fishing until 12 a.m. 

As the sun sets over the 
camp, the fire rings are per-
fect for cooking that catch of 
the day as they are outfitted 
with adjustable grills. Don’t 
worry if no one ends up catch-
ing anything, a well toasted 
marshmallow over the camp-
fire with some graham crack-
ers and chocolate are what 
most kids remember about a 
glorious day of camping any-
way. 

Reservations are recom-
mended as the sites can book 
up fast. An overnight stay isn’t 
necessary as paying for a site 
gives access to all the camp-
ground amenities. 

Families who aren’t ready 
to rough it overnight in a tent 
can always pack it in at the 
end of the day and head home 
but there is something irresist-
ible to children about sleeping 
in a tent. 

Visitor Information
Lake Jennings 
9535 Harritt Rd
Lakeside, CA 92040
Phone: (619) 443-2510
Website:http://www.lake  

       jennings.org/
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Cerritos Honors Meritorious Marine

By Dan E. Nino
As an avid student of 

World History and Interna-
tional Politics, I chose Ger-
many as my last itinerary in 
my recent Dream European 
Journey. 

My desire to visit Germany 
was intensified when the late 
President Ronald Reagan chal-
lenged his counterpart Soviet 
leader Mikhael S. Gorbachev 
in his address on June 12, 1987  
at the Brandenburg Gate before 
a large crowd. He said, “Gen-
eral Secretary Gorbachev, if 
you seek peace, if you seek 
prosperity for the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe, if you 
seek liberalization: Come here 
to this gate, open this gate, tear 
down this wall.” 

Two years and a half later  
on Nov. 9, 1989, after East 
Germany lifted travel restric-
tions, the German people tore 
down the wall, which was 
a symbol of ideological and 
economic differences.  

From Zurich, Switzerland, 
I flew with my wife Myrna at 
mid-morning to Berlin and 
checked in at Eurostars Berlin 
Hotel. After an hour of rest, we 
just strolled leisurely toward 
the Brandenburg Gate, about a 
mile and a half from our hotel. 

After taking some photos, 
it rained but it didn’t dampen 
our spirits; we milled around, 
bought souvenir items and 
bought hot tea at Starbucks.  

The next day after a 
sumptuous breakfast buffet, 
we walked again toward the 

From My Point of View

The Berlin Wall Reminds Us of the Cold War

Dan and Myrna Nino visit the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin, Germany, be-
fore traveling on to Frankfurt during their Dream European Journey.

Brandenburg Gate for “Hop 
Off, Hop On” bus tour. The 
sightseeing led us to down-
town Berlin where we witness-
ing the remnants of the Berlin 
Wall, Checkpoint Charlie 
(U.S. Army Checkpoint) that 
used to be the crossing point 
in the Friedrichstrabe area, 
various foreign embassies and 
universities, fashion district, 
the Rhine River, Bundestag 
(Germany’s parliament), etc. 

After the WWII, the West 
German’s capital was moved to 
Bonn. After the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall, the capital moved 
back to the unified Berlin.

On our way back to our 
hotel, we took advantage of 
shopping more souvenir items 
and dropped by Willy Brandt 
Museum and Library. Here, 
I bought several books and 
watched a short film about the 
life of Willy Brand, the char-
ismatic mayor of West Berlin 

between 1957 and 1966. 
Next stop was Frankfurt, 

Germany. While leaving the 
Frankfurt International Air-
port, the Immigration and 
Customs police stopped us 
momentarily to ask us the rea-
son and the number of days we 
were staying in this cultural 
and shopping metropolis.

On our way to our Ramada 
Inn Hotel, our cab driver was 
like flying on the autobahn 
which is equivalent to our 
freeways, since in Germany, 
there’s no speed limit. That’s 
the reason why other daredevil 
drivers from other countries of 
Europe swing by in Germany 
to test their driving prowess in 
wild abandon.    

Fashionable Frankfurt 
with gleaming skyscrapers and 
well-maintained old buildings, 
is a central German city on the 
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(l to r) Joanne Witt, George Ray, Cathy Hwang, Sue Verwey, Gail Grossman, 1st Lt. Eric Liberatore (1st 
CEB), Councilmember Naresh Solanki, 1st Sgt. Patrick Sansevere (1st CEB), Sgt. Kurtis Tompkins-Rogers 
and girlfriend Nicole,  Kenny Rogers (Sgt. Roger’s father),  Councilmember Jim Edwards, Jennifer Hong, 
Janice Dawson, Eileen Mills, Laurie Forward, Dorothy Owen (President of 1st CEB Adoption Committee), 
Pam Crawley, Connie Edwards and Chris Tierheimer.

Sgt. Kurtis A. Tomp-
kins-Rogers, a member of 
the 1st Combat Engineer 
Battalion (1st CEB), was 
honored by the City of 
Cerritos on Aug. 9 at the 
Sheraton Hotel. 

Councilmembers Jim 
Edwards and Naresh So-
lanki presented him with 
a proclamation to honor 
him for his service. The 
Artesia-Cerritos Women’s 
Club hosted Sgt Kurtis 
Tompkins-Rogers and his 
girlfriend Nicole.

Sgt. Tompkins-Rogers  
and Nicole spent the weekend  
in Cerritos with lodging and 
meals complements of our spon-
sors: Sheraton Hotel and Grille 
91, Mimi’s, Friday’s, Wood 
Ranch BBQ & Grill, STACKED, 
and the Macaroni Grill. The City 
of Cerritos provided tickets to a 
performance by Gladys Knight 
at the Cerritos Center.   

Kurtis A. Tompkins-Rog-
ers graduated from Branham 
High School in San Jose in 
2012, an accomplished athlete 
playing football all four years 

rising to Team Captain in 
his Senior year. He attend-
ed De Anza college for one 
year before joining the Ma-
rine Corps, graduating with 
honors from recruit training 
in January 2014 with the 
rank of Private First Class. 

After graduation, he at-
tended the Basic Combat 
Engineer Course in Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina, 
graduating in May 2014. His 
first duty assignment was 
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erage citizens from around the 
country performing heroic acts 
is truly America at its best. 

Sept. 11, 2001 was one of 
the bleakest days in America, 
but we also witness extraordi-
nary acts of courage and brav-
ery from first responders who 
ran toward those buildings 
instead of away from them. 
Today we pay tribute to those 
who gave their lives so others 
could live.”

Captain Wolak concluded 
by thanking everyone for be-
ing here and honoring the men 
and women who served for 
the last time…on this day…16 
years ago.

Asst. Fire Chief Nick Du-
vally, LA County Fire Dept., 
said, “Since 9-11, there have 
been a lot of changes in the 
way we do things, and out of 
that tragic event, we have seen 
a stronger connection between 
all the emergency services.

Acts of terrorism may have 
started this connection, but the 
day-to-day connection  we 
have with each other has been 
profoundly enhanced because 
of the events of that day.

We went on the say 
that what happened that day 
brought us together and made 
us stronger.

On a personal note, he re-
called Sept. 11, 2001, when he 
was getting ready to get on an 
airliner to the Philadelphia to 
sell his mother’s house. THen 
he heard thay had canceled all 
commercial airline flights.

He then got a call and was 
told to be in Sacramento in 
five hours to board a military 
plane to Washington, DC. He 
had just become a member of 
a National Response Team, 
which responds to major emer-
gencies all over the country. 
His team had been selected to 
go help oversee and manage 
the Pentagon incident.

After getting air clearance 
that night, they flew to Wash-
ington, DC. He spent 10 days 
at the Pentagon helpng over-
seeing that response effort, of-
ten working 18-20 hour days.

He was overwhelmed by 
the outpouring of Patriotism 
that happened during that pe-
riod. He said he then went to 
New York City and worked on 
that incident for four days. He 
said it is very hard to describe 
the destruction he saw. 

In conclusion, he said that 
it was an honor to be there to 
experience it firsthand, and he 
was proud to be part of the LA 
County Fire Dept.

Artesia’s Patriot Day From Page 4
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