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New Hawaiian 
Gardens Casino 
Unveiled
By Jerry Bernstein

Hawaiian Gardens held an 
unveiling ceremony on Dec. 2 
to celebrate the construction 
of a new $45 million perma-
nent casino to be located on 
Carson Street east of the 605 
Freeway. 

The  City Council approved  
plans for the $45 million expan-
sion of the  Hawaiian Gardens 
Casino to replace the present 
structure five months ago. The 
city’s contribution to the new 
structure is $9 million. 

Mayor Victor FarFan said 
the city’s share as about one-
fifth of the city’s budget. “It’s 
worth it because revenues from 
the casino represent 70 percent 
of the city’s general fund,” he 
stated. Hawaiian Gardens cur-
rent budget projects collec-
tion of nearly $14.5 million 
in general revenue for the fis-
cal year ending June 30. Far-
fan described the casino as an 
economic and social catalyst 
in the city. It is also the largest 
employer in the city.

Participating in the unveil-
ing was Governor Jerry Brown 
who said that the poker club 
business was in his blood. “My 
grandfather had two poker 
clubs in San Francisco which 
I don’t believe were quite le-

By Jerry Bernstein

Tony Lima was elected Ar-
tesia Mayor at the City Coun-
cil reorganization Dec. 9 at a 
festive ceremony held in the 
Artesia Albert O. Little Com-
munity Center. 

At the same time, Los An-
geles District Attorney gave 
the oath of office to re-elected 

Hawaiian Gardens Bingo Club 
Celebrates 25th Anniversary

Members of the Hawaiian Gardens City Council (l to r) Reynoldo Rodriguez, Michiko A. Oyama-Canada, 
Mike Gomez, Barry Bruce and Mayor Victor Farfan present Oran Ezra, Chairman of the Moskowitz Founda-
tion Board of Directors, with a Certificate of Merit honoring the Foundation’s services to the community.

By Jerry Bernstein

The Hawaiian Gardens 
Bingo Club parking lot was 
crowded on the morning of Dec. 
1, not with cars, but people who 
came to celebrate the 25th An-
niversary of the Bingo Club. 

Operated by the Moskow-
itz Foundation, the club 
was founded by Dr. Irving 
Moskowitz to help people in 
need regardless of race, creed, 
politics or religion.

Honored at the celebration 
were Hortensia Verela, Luis 

Soto and Rick Wilcox for their 
25 years of volunteering at the 
Bingo Club. Present at the pro-
gram were Ricardo Lois, Prin-
cipal of Fedde Middle School, 
Los Angeles County Sheriff 
Lee Baca, and Hawaiian Gar-
dens Mayor Victor Farfan. 

The three were presented 
with Certificates of Service 
to the Community and Bin-
go Club Jackets. Los Ange-
les County Sheriff Lee Baca  
pinned a special sheriff pin on 
each of the jackets.

Mrs. Moskowitz said her 

husband, Dr. Irving Moskow-
itz, once said, “He who has 
saved one life, it is as if he has 
saved the world.” 

Proceeds from the Bingo 
Club benefit Hawaiian Gardens 
residents through organizatios, 
such as Head Start and the 
United Community Group, and 
through the Foundation’s direct 
support of the Hawaiian Gar-
dens’ Food Bank, children’s 
athletic programs, scholarship 
awards, health care programs 
and educational initiatives.

Tony Lima Named 
Mayor of Artesia

Councilmembers Sally Flow-
ers, Victor Manalo and new-
ly elected Councilmember 
Ali Taj. Miguel Canales was 
named Mayor Pro Tem.

Mayor Lima said the door 
to his office will always be 
open and  invited the city’s 
residents to come in. “If you, 
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Outgoing Mayor Sally Flowers congratulates new Mayor Tony Lima.

By Jerry Bernstein

California cities fight-
ing the state’s attempted grab 
of their sales tax revenue re-
ceived good news this week 
when the Sacramento County 
Superior Court decided to 
hold off on a ruling whether 
the state has the constitutional 
right to take sales tax from cit-
ies that would jeopardize their 
fiscal stability. 

Cerritos Mayor Bruce Bar-
rows said this is good news for 
the cities. He said the lawsuit 
contends that AB 1484 states it is 
unconstitutional   for  the  state  to 
take sales tax. It not only violates 
the state constitution, but Propo-
sition 1A that was approved by 
the voters in 2004 and Propo-
sition  22 approved in 2010.  

He said AB 1484 was en-
acted by the state legislature to 
secure revenues for the State 
Budget following the legis-
lature vote to close down the 

Superior Court Delays Decision 
on State’s Taking Cities’ Sales Tax 

state’s Redevelopment Agen-
cies, putting property and sales 
tax at risk.

The Mayor said the court 
suit, if won by the cities, will 
prohibit the state from taking 
hotel, parcel, utility and sales 
taxes that are dedicated to the 
cities, counties, and special 
districts and used for public 
safety, emergency responses 
and other local issues.

In its court battle with the 
state, the League of California 
Cities contends AB 1484 was 
enacted to secure revenues 
to help balance the state bud-
get. League Executive Direc-
tor Chris McKenzie said the 
League filed the lawsuit to 
protect the ability of Califor-
nia cities to effectively deliver 
services to their residents and 
to insist the voter-approved 
constitutional protections of 
these revenues be respected 
by the state government. The 
state is expected to appeal. 

                    More  photos on Page 5
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published bi-weekly. Contents 
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Ad deadline is the Friday 
before publication date. 
Camera-ready copy is accepted 
or custom ads may be designed 
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Artesia
Santa Letter 
Program

Santa's mailboxes will be 
outside the offices at Artesia 
Park and AJ Padelford Park 
from Dec. 2 - 20. Children 
may drop off letters in either 
location. Please include a 
return mailing address on 
each letter. Santa will write 
back to all the children before 
Christmas Day.

State Senators De Leon, Torres, Hernandez, Pavley 
& Correa Endorse Tony Mendoza For State Senate

Continuing to snap up 
important endorsements and 
broaden his already extensive 
roster of supporters, Tony 
Mendoza recently announced 
that he has received the en-
dorsements of State Senators 
Kevin De Leon, Norma Tor-
res, Dr. Ed Hernandez, Fran 
Pavley and Lou Correa.  They 
join Senate President Pro Tem 
Darrell Steinberg in support-
ing Mendoza.

First elected to the State 
Assembly in 2006, Senator 
Kevin De Leon was elect-
ed to represent California’s 
22nd State Senatorial District 
in 2010.  In 2013, De Leon be-
came the first Latino to chair 
the powerful Senate Appro-
priations Committee.  

“I endorse Tony Mendoza, 
for State Senate because he is 
the most experienced and best 
qualified for the job,” said De 
Leon. “As a teacher, former 
Assemblyman and Council-
member, Tony understands 
the needs of California fami-
lies.  He is a strong and consis-
tent advocate for public edu-

cation and job creation. His 
work ethic and common sense 
approach will be invaluable in 
the California State Senate.”

Senator Norma Torres 
was elected to represent Cali-
fornia’s 32nd State Senatorial 
District in May of this year, 
having previously served in 
the State Assembly. 

“I’ve know Tony for many 
years now,” said Torres. “He is 
innovative, caring, accessible 
and responsive. He has always 

conducted himself with tre-
mendous integrity, and I know 
he will do a great job as a State 
Senator.”

Dr. Ed Hernandez was 
elected to the State Senate in 
2010 to represent California’s 
24th District and served in the 
State Assembly for four years 
prior. “I’m pleased to give 
Tony Mendoza my full sup-
port,” said Hernandez. “Tony 
has never been afraid of big 
ideas or taking on big projects.  
I know that in the Senate, he 
will continue to deliver for the 
neighborhoods he represents, 
just as he’s done throughout 
his career.”

First elected to the Sen-
ate in 2006, Senator Lou Cor-
rea represents California’s 
34th State Senatorial District, 
which includes the City of 
Buena Park. 

“I’ve worked with Tony in 
the State Assembly, and I know 
that Tony is a man of charac-
ter and integrity,” said Correa. 
“He has vast experience both 
inside and outside of govern-
ment. California needs Tony 

Cerritos Senior Center at Pat Nixon Park to Celebrate 20th Anniversary

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Council 
approved the construction of a 
new Jared Galleria of Jewelry 
store at 18711 Gridley Road. 

The site is located on the 
paved parking area  of the Cer-
ritos Center front facing Grid-
ley Road.

Cerritos Senior Planner 
Sandy Cisneros said the  ap-
plicant, Macerich Cerritos, 
LLC, is requesting approval to 

Construction of Jared Galleria of Jewelry Approved

construct a 6,057 sq. ft., free-
standing building  that will 
house then jewelry store. 

The proposal includes re-
furbishment of a portion of 
the street frontage and park-
ing area landscaping that will 
include new trees in circular 
planters in the parking area and 
two rows of palm trees to line 
the drive aisle directly north of 
the proposed building. 

The building will be set 
back approximately 28 ft. 

from the front property line 
along Gridley Road. will be 
situated on the largest par-
cel that encompasses the Los 
Cerritos Center mall property. 
Cisinero said Jared t is a divi-
sion of Sterling Jewelers Inc, 
headquartered in Akron, Ohio.

Mayor Bruce  Barrows 
asked if the existing jewelry 
stores inside the mall approved 
of the proposal. Cisneros re-
plied they had no objections. 
They view it as competition 
that would enhance sales in 
their stores as well as Jared’s

In other business Coun-
cilmember George Ray pro-
posed the council begin a re-
view of city expenses to see if 
they could balance the budget 
for the fiscal year 2014-15 
without dipping into the city’s 
reserve. He suggested they 
look at the city’s advertising 
and particularly its legals.

City Clerk Vida Barone 
said at the present time the city 
places the majority of its legals 
in a local weekly newspaper. 

She said they also place 

back in the legislature.”
“I’m indeed honored and 

humbled to have the support 
of these dedicated public ser-
vants,” said Mendoza. I look 
forward to joining forces with 
them in our campaign and when 
elected so that can continue to 
once again restore the promise 
of the California Dream.”

Senators De Leon, Torres, 
Hernandez, Pavley and Correa 
are the latest in a string of high 
profile endorsements from in-
dividuals and organizations, 
such as Senate President Pro 
Tem Darrell Steinberg, Con-
gresswoman Janice Hahn, 
Congresswoman Grace Napol-
itano, Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Tom Torlakson, 
Board of Equalization Chair-
man Jerome Horton and a host 
of local city council members, 
community college trustees, 
school board members, water 
board members and many la-
bor organizations.

For a complete list of en-
dorsements, please visit http://
tonymendoza.net/endorse-
ments/.

some in the Long Beach Press 
Telegram  depending on a time 
line that requires the legal(s) 
needs to be published imme-
diately.

The City Charter requires 
the council go to bid every 
year for the printing of its le-
gals, which has not been done 
since the city incorporated.

The council also approved 
an urgency ordinance estab-
lishing  a moratorium prohib-
iting the establishment, loca-
tion, use and operation of new 
electronic cigarette personal 
vaporizer and electronic nico-
tine delivery system retail lo-
cations in the city. 

Advance Planning Man-
ager Ryan Carey the emer-
gency ordinance provides that 
no application for a business 
license, building permit, con-
ditional use permit or any oth-
er entitlement authorizing the 
establishment, development, 
construction, maintenance and 
or operation of any such facili-
ty be approved during the term 
of the ordinance.

Cerritos City Council

Rendering of the new Jared Galleria of Jewelry shows the store, which  
was approved by the Cerritos City Council at their last meeting.

By Janet Beach

The Cerritos Senior Cen-
ter at Pat Nixon Park will be 
celebrating its 20-year anni-
versary in January.

A New Year and Anniver-
sary Celebration will take place 
at a Dinner Dance on Jan. 3 
from 6-10 p.m., and guests must 
be 50 years or older.

The event will include din-
ner, dancing, karaoke and fun 
socializing with each other. 
Cost is $18 per person.

Registration for Cerritos 
residents began Nov. 22, and 
non-residents may sign up be-
ginning Dec. 6. 

The Cerritos Senior Cen-
ter is located at 12340 South 
St., Cerritos. For more infor-

mation about the Anniversary 
Celebration, please call 562-
916-8550.

The Senior Center was 
dedicated on Jan. 29, 1994, to 
meet the needs of the City’s 
growing senior population, 
age 50 and older. It is a place 
for senior citizens to social-
ize, participate in educational 
programs, receive human ser-

vices, and enoy recreational 
activities. Cerritos residents 
may also use the  5,000 sq. ft. 
fitness center there.

The 27,500-square foot 
Center has a craftsman style 
architecture with natural river 
rock and wood trellises around 
the exterior and detailed wood 
framework on the windows 
and doors.
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HAVE A LAUGH WITH VALLEY CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
Saturday, Dec. 14  •  7:30 p.m.

Valley Christian Schools invite you to join them as they host 
Christian Comedian Tim Hawkins at SeaCoast Grace Church, 
located at 51000 Cerritos Ave. in Cypress. Join them for an 
evening of entertainment. General admission tickets are $20 
advance ($18 advance group rate of 6+) or $25 at the door

SANTA’S HOLIDAY ISLAND AT HERITAGE PARK
Saturday, Dec. 14  •  12 p.m. - 3 p.m.  18600 Bloomfield Ave.  
Event is free, but families are encouraged to donate two 
canned goods or a new, unwrapped toy. Enjoy festive crafts, 
games and caroling. Bring your camera and get pictures 
with Santa. Entertainment will include performances by local 
school children and scout groups. Light refreshments will be 
available for a nominal fee.

ARTESIA HOLIDAY PROGRAM
Friday, Dec. 20    5 -9 p.m.   AJ Padelford Park
The community Holiday Program begins with a traditional 
Posadas Procession through the community. Following the 
procession, the AJ Padelford Park Parent Group will provide 
food and beverages while supplies last. The event also 
includes youth song and dance performances, a puppet 
show, and visits with Santa. Artesia residents 12 and under 
may receive gifts as supplies last.

NEW YEAR & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Friday, Jan. 3  •  6 - 10 p.m.    Cerritos Senior Center                                                       
Welcome the New Year and Celebrate the 20th Anniversary 
of the Cerritos Senior Center. Enjoy dinner, dancing, karaoke 
and time spent with loved ones and friends. 
For additional information & reservations, call 562-916-8550.

Cpl. Patrick Snyder was presented with 
a city proclamation by Cerritos Mayor Bruce 
Barrows on Nov. 30, honoring him for ser-
vice to his country. Attending the presenta-
tion was Cpl. Snyder’s wife Karina, sons 
Travis and Dominic, Councilmember and 
host George Ray, Councilmember 
Carol Chen and members of the 
1st CEB Adoption Committee, in-
cluding Chris Tierheimer, Mickey 
Christiason, Lew Woodson, Laurie 
Forward, and President of the 1st 
CEB Adoption Committee, Dorothy 
Owen. Cpl. 

Snyder and family were weekend guests 
and attended a show at the Cerritos Center 
for the Performing Arts, stayed a night at the 
Sheraton Cerritos Hotel and were guests at 
local restaurants.

Corporal Snyder’s exemplary work ethic 

Marine Corporal  Honored by Cerritos Council
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proved invaluable during the battalion’s 
rigorous pre-deployment training cycle in 
preparation for a subsequent deployment to 
oeration enduring freedom. 

He was directly responsible for opening 
and closing more than 40 preventative and 

45 corrective service requests, 
contributing to a sustained 94 
percent equipment readiness. 

Corporal Snyder also showed 
great initiative when he provided 
over 20 hours of instruction and 
training on global combat support 
system procedures to motor 

transport operations personnel. Corporal 
Snyder’s enthusiasm, professionalism, and 
unwavering devotion to duty reflected great 
credit upon him and were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the Marine Corps and 
the United States Navy.

Please see ABC Board Page 8

By Jerry Bernstein

The ABC Board Room 
was filled with overflowing 
supporters of re-elected board 
members Olympia Chen and  
Lynda Johnson and newly 
elected board member Soo 
Yoo at the school board’s Dec. 
3 meeting.

Chen, who is starting her 
fourth four-year term thanked 
the public for giving her their 
vote of confidence by elect-
ing her to a fourth four year 
term. “Your vote tells me,” she 
said, “that  we are moving in 
the right direction to meet the 
goals set by our board for the 
education of our children.”

Tse Selected New President 
of the ABC School Board 

Johnson thanked her cam-
paign supporters, family and 
the community at large for 
their hard work in her re-elec-
tion campaign. “Running for 
an elected office is not easy,” 
she said. “It’s even more dif-
ficult for the family who often 
has to fix dinner for themselves 
because mom is out cam-
paigning.” She also thanked 
the members of the American 
Federation of Teachers (AFT) 
and the  Philippine community 
for their support.

Soo You also thanked her 
family for its support. “With-
out it I’m not sure I could 

ABC Board members (l-r) Armin Reyes, Olympia Chen, Soo Yoo, Sophia 
Tse,  Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, Celia Spitzer, and Maynard Law con-
gratulate each other after Tse is named president for the coming year and 
newly elected and re-elected members take the oath of office. 
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By Jerry Bernstein

Letters
TO

THE Editor
The Gateway Guardian 
encourages submission 
of Letters to the Editor. 

•  Letters must be no more than 200 
words, typed and double spaced or 
sent electronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by the 
author and must include the au-
thor’s address and phone number.
•  Opinions expressed in letters do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of the Gateway Guardian staff.
•  The editors reserve the right to 
refuse or edit editorialcontent, 
without notice, for length, gram-
mar, clarity or libelous statements. 

What’s Right is Right and What’s Wrong is Wrong

Christmas Greetings & Remembrances

By Melinda Kimsey

My Friend from Fruitcake, 
Florida dropped in the office 
shortly after I had arrived. 
“How was your trip to New 
York,” I asked.

“Fine,” he answered. “I 
took in a few plays, visited 
some friends, and enjoyed the 
restaurants. You know, New 
York has some of the finest 
restaurants in the country.”

“I’ve been there. In fact I 
moved to New York City when 
I was discharge from the Army 
in 1953. You’re right about the 
restaurants. I think one of the 
things I liked the best were 
their desserts.

“ California has some ex-
cellent restaurants, too,” my 

Friend from Fruitcake, Florida 
responded.

“True,” I said, but one of 
my favorite desserts is cheese-
cake. I’ve had it in various 
restaurants in California and 
Florida, but New York has 
the best cheesecake. There’s 
something about it that is dif-
ferent from other places.”

My Friend thought about 
that for a few minutes. “You’re 
probably right,” he said. “We 
had a restaurant in Fruitcake 
that listed cheesecake on his 
menu, but he only stayed open 
a few months.”

“How come?” I asked. 
“Wasn’t the food good?”

“The food was good, but 
he didn’t have a good storage 
area, and I guess the cheese at-
tracted rats.

He  decided to close the 
restaurant. The building was 
ultimately torn down. The 
town didn’t think it was strict-
ly sound.

“That’s too bad,” I said.
 Changing the subject I 

asked, “Have you heard ABC 
Board of Education voted to 
change the way the District elects 
its school board members.”

“Yes, I read it in your news-
paper. They’re going to have 
individual election by districts 
instead of elections at large.”

“It came as a surprise,” 
I said. “The majority of the 
Board decided the money they 
would spend fighting it would 
be better spent in the district 
classrooms. Litigation could 
cost the district much more 
than the $140,000 it has to pay 
the plaintiffs for their legal 
fees.”

“More like blackmail,” 
she said, in an agitated tone of 
voice.

“I suppose you could de-
scribe it like that,” I respond-
ed. 

VAL LYNDER sat in her 
chair quietly for a moment.  

Her umbrella  in her had began 
tapping on the floor. I knew 
she had something else on her 
mind. 

She quietly said, “I was 
watching the Cerritos City 
Council meeting, and I see 
they are going to look at their 
budget and try to balance it 
without drawing on the city’s 
reserve.”

“That’s what was pro-
posed,” I replied.

“I understand one of the 
areas they are going to look at 
is the city’s advertising bud-
get,” she said. “Didn’t they 
already cut back on the city’s 
advertising?” she asked.

“They did,” I replied. “I 
believe they want a closer look 
to see if they missed something 
in their last review, such as the 
city’s legals.”

“I’m not sure I under-
stand,” she said.

“For instance,” I replied. 
The council puts the city’s le-

gals in the newspapers. Some, 
because of time lines, are place 
in the Long Beach Telegram. 
The bulk of their legal notices 
however, are placed in the lo-
cal newspaper.”

VAL LYNDER, DEFEN-
DER OF ALL THAT IS TRUE, 
sat quietly. Finally she said, 
“Doesn’t the city charter re-
quire all legals have to be bid 
on every year.”

Yes,” I replied, but that 
hasn’t ever been done.”

“Why?” she asked.
“Good question. I don’t 

have an answer for you, except 
the council wants to make sure 
they currently are getting the 
city’s legals at the lowest cost 
available.”

VAL LYNDER got up 
from her chair. “Well, it’s 
about time they they did it,” 
she assert, her umbrella com-
ing down hard on my desk.

“VAL,” I said, “I wish you 
wouldn’t do that.” 

Dear Editor:

I want to offer my obser-
vations on the historic change 
from At Large to Trustee elec-
tions for the ABCUSD as re-
ported in the Nov. 28 issue of 
the Gateway Guardian.

In my opinion this change 
was brought about by the 
combined efforts of many seg-
ments of our local community. 
For me, it was a great exam-
ple of Democracy & Citizen-
ship in action. The 11th Grade 
Curriculum of the California 
Education Code covers citizen 
participation in Government 
including the Civil Rights Vot-
ing act of 1965 and the Califor-
nia Voting rights Act of 2002.

Let me start by stating that 
ABCUSD has provided excel-
lent education to its students 
including my five children. In 
addition, I note that present and 
past Board members have giv-
en time and selfless energy to 
their role as Board members.

I want to commend the 
present Board for their deci-
sion to change the way Board 
members will be elected in the 
future. I know this was not an 
easy decision. As Board mem-
ber James Kang put it, “I was 
in the middle of a dilemma…I 
was not sure...I finally decided 
to go for this…”  

This was the kind of exam-
ple of the evolution of thinking 
that has taken place in the lives 
of many of us when confronted 
with issues of war, civil rights, 
women’s issues, marriage 
equality, immigration, etc.

Then there were the brave 
members of the community 
who signed the petition asking 
for the change from At Large 

Letter to the Editor
to by Trustee area. As many 
of you know, several past and 
present local elected officials 
signed on or made statements 
favoring the change. 

These included Cristina 
Garcia, Anthony Rendon,  Tony 
Mendoza, Sally Havice, Peg-
gy Lee, Cecy Groom, Victor 
Manalo, all five members of 
the Hawaiian Gardens City 
Council in a letter signed by 
the then mayor, Mike Gomez, 
Marisa Perez, John Paul Dray-
er, Carmen Avalos, Dr. Sandra 
Salazar, Joseph Cho, Tina Cho, 
Luiz Marquez, Anthony Duarte, 
Jordan Brandman, Ronald Law-
rence and Leonard Chaidez.

The change was also sup-
ported by the Hubert Hum-
phrey Democratic Club, which 
in the past has been instru-
mental in bringing about the 
Martin Luther King Holiday 
in Cerritos and the use of the 
Cerritos library by students in 
ABCUSD who lived outside 
the City of Cerritos.

Of course, we need to 
commend the plaintiffs, Olga 
Rios, Tom Chavez and Mari-
anna Rios for their historic role 
in putting their names forward 
in this most worthy cause.

I want to also commend 
reporters from the Los Angeles 
Times, the Long Beach Press 
Telegram and the Los Cerritos 
Community News for being on 
top of this story’s development 
from June of 2011.

Charlie Ara
Past president, Niemes PTA 
Past chair, ABCUSD 
Advisory Council 
Past member, Niemes Site 
Council

Greetings friends and 
neighbors! I am sure that you 
are quite busy with all of the 
holiday activities that need 
to be done: the shopping, the 
decorating, writing Christmas 
cards, baking, and making 
plans with friends.  

The Gateway is full of 
photos of the Christmas sea-
son, and I hope you enjoy 
them as much as I do. When I 
see the photos of Santa and the 
children I am overcome with 
happiness and joy. 

At this time of year, I am 
also reminded of the real joy 
of Christmas which, of course, 
is to do good things for other 
people who are less fortunate 

than we are. 
Then, I am reminded of 

those who will not be home for 
Christmas; they will never be 
home for Christmas. So, I am 
going to write a little bit about 
an article that I read about the 
Pearl Harbor ceremony that 
took place a few days ago. 

The article spoke about 
how more than 70 survivors 
of the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor visited the site to 
honor their comrades who did 
not survive the attack. We re-
member the day, as President 
Roosevelt called it the… day 
of infamy. 

The article went on to re-
mind us of the great loss of life 
and how the United States was 
suddenly plunged into World 
War II. This article made me 
think about the USS Arizona 
Memorial and how the love, 
respect and generosity made 
this Memorial a reality. 

There was a commission 
created in 1949, and President 
Dwight Eisenhower approved 
the creation of the National 
Memorial in 1958. This en-
abled legislation to approve 
private financial funding, as 
well as public financing. 

The principal contributors 
over the years were: $50,000 
from The Territory of Hawaii 

in 1958, $95,000 in private 
contributions in 1958, $40,000 
from the sale of models of the 
USS Arizona, and $64,000 
from a benefit concert by Elvis 
Presley. 

Elvis was always a big 
supporter of the Memorial and 
of the troops serving either 
at home or across the sea. Of 
course, there were federal funds 
too, in the amount of $150,000 
of taxpayers’ dollars. 

I am so grateful, like many 
of you, to those who have 
made the sacrifice, sometimes 
the ultimate sacrifice, so that 
we may all live in our beauti-
ful United States of America.  
I guarantee that in the Gate-
way we have a permanent spot 
for our troops serving, keeping 
our homes safe and free. 

You will see photos and 
other interesting information 
about what is happening with 
our troops and who is serving 
our country so proudly. 

Please send us informa-
tion, photos, and a bio about 
someone you know who is in 
the armed forces or was in the 
service and is now a veteran! 
On that happy note, I would 
like to personally wish you and 
your loved ones, both near and 
far way, a very Happy Holiday 
season!

USS Arizona 
Memorial

Peal Harbor
Honolulu,

Hawaii

Pearl Harbor
Dec. 7, 1941

Start of 
World War II
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So where were we? Oh 
yes, we did return to Flo's Air-
port Café for pie after a dis-
appointing Residence dinner.  
Janet was much nicer, the pie 
was homemade and large, and 
we heard a little of their 50- 
year history.  Not bad, after all, 
for a place that is nowhere to 
be found on Yelp. 

We decided at another 
tasty gratis breakfast (whereat 
we learned that our fellow resi-
dents who were there for the lit-
tle league world series pre-lims 
were now in the loser's bracket) 
and to try our golf game.  

We played well, and poorly 
at Empire Lakes (those of you 
who are Golfers know how you 
can do all three in one day - if 
not one hole).  We decided we 
all played better than Big Bear 
then promptly forgot about it 
and went in search of food.  

We had several tips on a 
place in what the locals call 
Rancho (as in Cucamonga), 
but Suzie somehow knew it 
was closed for remodeling so 
took us unbidden to Corky's - 
another local hangout. 

Better yet was Handel's ice 
cream right next door for dol-
lar homemade ice cream cones, 
further convincing us we need 
to make the Inland Empire our 
permanent residence.  

The highlight of the day, 
however, was a fine evening 
at the Quakes v. Lake Elsinore 
Storm baseball game at Loan 
Mart Stadium. 

We had it all for 17 bucks 
each, our names in lights on 

By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Around & About Ontario California - Part 2
the scoreboard, seats behind 
home plate, madcap games be-
tween innings, confrontations 
with Tremor, the team mascot, 
fabulous post-game fireworks 
and, most important, two free 
tacos each from Jack in the 
Box because the home team 
scored more than 7 runs.  

We didn't spot any rehab-
bing Dodgers, but there was 
a fireballing pitcher for the 
Storm that had the half dozen 
scouts in the crowd (they were 
the ones behind the hand held 
radar guns behind home plate) 
and some fans drooling. 

Our last play day before 
Barstow and home on Satur-
day started out unscripted - 
fortunately. Maynard's toaster 
was having a bad day so the 
usually 10-minute procedure 
stretched out to 55 or so. This 
turned out to be fortuitous, 
however, since it was now af-
ter 10 a.m. and the wineries 
were open and waiting, so we 
decided to start our day with a 
touch of the grape.   

At the San Antonio Win-
ery, we admired a $9,000 
bottle of wine, while the Laws 
picked up a couple bottles at a 
cost a little below that.  Next 
we visited the Filippi Winery 
with their totally local product 
since 1922. We each bought 
some, made a detour to TGI 
Fridays in Victoria Gardens - 
a small city sized mall - and 
stumbled across Handel's once 
again for another cone.  

Finally a 51-minute stop 
at the Ontario Museum of His-
tory and Art (they closed at 4 
and we arrived at 3:09). We 
had the place to ourselves as 
we learned about the local 
heritage of the town, Chaffey 
College and the main thor-
oughfare, Route 66.  We are 

now considering devoting a 
future road trip to traveling 
that famed cross-country by-
way to Chicago or whatever 
point we reach before we all 
detest each other.  

Dinner that night was our 
refrigerator collection of odds 
and ends (salami, cheese, 
smoked tuna, Graber olives 
and a four-day-old McWrap 
from Mickey D's),which we 
all miraculously survived.

Our final day started easily 
enough when we got dressed 
up in our finest, packed the 
car and rode off to Barstow.   
Barstow?  Well, we had a date 
to appear at the Optimist Re-
gional Conference to support a 
member who was being recog-
nized for a life-time of work.  

We got there in plenty 
of time, YELPed our way to 
Lola’s Mexican restaurant in 
downtown Barstow (we think 
it was downtown but can’t 
swear to it) and another de-
lightful dining experience at a 
clean hole in the wall place.  

At the subsequent Opti-
mist session, it turned out the 
surprise recipient of the Life-
time Achievement Award for 
Service to the Community was 
me!  My fellow travelers never 
gave a hint, I was too slow to 
figure it out, and complete flab-
bergastedness  was the  result.  
It was truly gratifying to see so 
many friends who had chosen 
to make the trip to Barstow to 
bear witness to my surprise.  

The road home was quick 
and uneventful as was our 
adieus at the Laws.  Another 
road trip adventure now com-
mitted to the archives.

Let me know what you 
think of this column and what 
you are thinking at b.hughlett@
verizon.net. 

By Melinda Kimsey 

The 48th Annual State Con-
ference for the Association of 
Mexican American Educators 
(AMAE) was held on Nov. 16.  
Workshops included: Connect-
ing Diverse Learners with Em-
powerment, Increasing Student 
Achievement Through Parent 
Involvement, and Barriers to 
Latino Parent Involvement. 

The honorees included: 
Karla Estrada, who received 
the El Fuego Nuevo Award. 
Her outreach programs to 
parents focused on providing 
parents access to their educa-
tional rights and those of their 
children’s. 

The Honorable Victoria 
Castro also received an El Fu-
ego Nuevo Award. Ms. Castro 
was the second Latino to be 
elected to the Board of Educa-
tion. She was also elected as 
the President of the State Cali-
fornia for AMAE. 

Olivia Cueva-Fernandez 
received the Homenaja a La 
Mujer Award for her work at 
providing community groups 
and future generations with a 
retrospective window of the 
sacrifices and contributions of 
the Mexican Americans who 
have worked in the past for 
equality. 

Rofolfo Francisco Acu-
na, Ph.D. received the Cesar 
Chavez Award for his work on 
the History of Chicanos. Dr. 
Acuna is a historian and pro-
fessor emeritus and teaches 
at California State University, 
Northridge. 

One of the many highlights 
of the conference was the 
conference speaker, Dr. Vic-
tor Rios. Dr. Rios is an award 
winning professor, author and 
motivational speaker. 

He studies adversity, re-
silience, and behavior among 

marginalized youth. He is an 
Associate Professor of Sociol-
ogy at UC Santa Barbara. Dr. 
Rios delivered an informative 
and inspirational presentation 
that offered hope and the res-
toration of justice for all stu-
dents. 

Many of the past presi-
dents were also present at the 
conference, including: Dr. Ro-
berto Aguilar, Victoria Castro, 
Gloria Lopez, Antonio Cama-
cho and Dana Valverde. Since 
it’s inception, AMAE has had 
over 48 presidents. 

The AMAE was formed in 
1965 as a result of conflict and 
issues that were facing Mexi-
can American students in the 
educational system. 

An important project of 
AMAE is the annual staff de-
velopment conference that 
brings together educators and 
concerned parties to address 
the critical issues facing stu-
dents and professionals. 

These issues include the 
development of methodolo-
gies and materials to address 
the educational needs of Latino 
students, limited English profi-
ciency students, and the recruit-
ment of Latino teachers. 

AMAE takes pride that it 
is an inclusive organization 
and membership is open to 
all people who believe in the 
goals of serving Latino stu-
dents. For more information, 
please email this fantastic or-
ganization at, www.amae.org. 

 

Local Teacher Attends State 
Conference for Association 
of Mexican American Educators

New Hawaiian Gardens Casino From Page 1

The Mariachi Band from San Fernando High School performed 
at AMAE. They received the 2013 Highest Award for Arts & 
Humanity in Washington DC.

AMAE Past President Enrique Franco 
and recently retired L.A. County School 
District Teacher Rosa Chavez.

Happy Holidays! 
From the Gateway Guardian Staff

The Artesia Marching Band 
played the National Anthem in the 
opening ceremonies marking the 
25th Anniversary of the Hawaiian 
Gardens Bingo Club. Eariler the 
Fedde Middle School  Jazz Band 
entertained the audience.

Relaxing at the public luncheon 
following the opening ceremony   
are (l-r) Oran Ezra, Chairman of 
the Moskowitz Foundation Board 
of Directors, Foundation Spokes-
person Mrs. Chena Moskowitz, 
Board member Laurie Moskowitz 
and LA County Sheriff Lee Baca.
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HOLIDAY EVENTS AROUND TOWN
Holiday Boutique at Cerritos Senior Center Offers Variety of Gifts
By Janet Beach

Despite the rain, it was a 
Christmas shopper’s paradise 
at the annual Holiday Bou-
tique on Dec. 7 at the Cerritos 
Senior Center, with many one-
of-a-kind gifts on display.    

About 70 booths offered 
everything from baked goods 
to handmade scarves and place-
mats to various Christmas dec-
orations and jewelry.

Santa was there with his 
“Ho Ho Ho, Merry Christ-
mas,” as he and Mayor Pro 
Tem Mark Pulido handed out 
the booth awards. 

The “Most Original” award 
went to Maria de Pilar Mari, 
who sold Christmas orna-
ments, hair clips, and an as-
sortment of bottles and items 
made from wine bottle corks.

Ann Sheeler won the 
“Most Festive” booth award 

for her colorful arrangement 
of gift baskets, ornaments, and 
baked goods.

The “Most Creative” 
award went to Laurel Thomp-
son for her booth full of gar-
den fairies and decorative, 
handmade cards.

After presenting the awards, 
Santa took his seat, and one by 
one, children told him what 
they wanted for Christmas. A 
balloon artist and an arts and 
crafts section were also avail-
able for the children.

“Thanks to the support of 
the Cerritos City Council, the 
Cerritos Senior Center was de-
lighted to host a fun and festive 
Holiday Boutique,” said Com-
munity Participation Manager 
Connie Hinger. 

“We thank all of the ven-
dors and guests who made the 
event a great success,” she 
said.

Santa a Big Hit at Hawaiian 
Gardens Tree Lighting Event

Award Winners
Receiving their award certificates from 
Santa and congratulations from Mayor 
Pro Tem Mark Pulido are: (top left)  Wen-
dy Zapata and Maria del Pilar Mari - Most 
Original; (top right) Laurel Thompson 
- Most Creative; and (left) Ann Sheeler - 
Most Festive. 

The Cerritos Regional Chamber 
of Commerce hosted its 2nd Annual 
Community Holiday Drive benefitting 
the 1st CEB Adoption Committee in 
support of the U.S. Marine Corps 1st 
Combat Engineer Battalion, Camp 
Pendleton and their families. 

The 1st CEB has been deployed 
overseas and will not be home for 
Christmas. The Chamber collected 
new, unwrapped toys for the Marines’ 
families, as well as coffee, disposable 
razors  and playing cards to be includ-
ed in Care Packages to be sent over-
seas to the Marines in January. 

Thanks to the generosity of the 
Chamber members and the surround-
ing community, the Chamber collect-
ed hundreds of toys and items for the 
Marines’ Care Packages. The Cham-

ber would like to thank those busi-
nesses who served as donation collec-
tion sites: Bloomfield Dental Center, 
Cerritos Travel Agency, Eagle’s Nest 
Clubhouse, Edward Jones - Tho Ngo, 
Heartland Institute for Financial Edu-
cation, Komputers 4 R Kids, LeFiell 
Manufacturing/Cerritos City Council-
man George Ray, Shear Brilliance Sa-
lon, Sheraton Cerritos Hotel, The Law 
Offices of Duarte and Menezes, Vape 
Revolution, Vicencia & Buckley Insur-
ance Services and Vintage Cerritos.

The Chamber would also like to 
thank and recognize the generosity of 
the Hawaiian Gardens Casino, who 
donated 800 decks of playing cards to 
be included in the Marines’ Care Pack-
ages and CalMet Services for donating 
the collection boxes.

Cerritos Chamber Hosts 2nd Annual 
Holiday Drive for 1st CEB Marines

Johan Marquez is a little shy sitting 
on Santa Claus's knee, but Santa 
soon had him relaxed.

Fedde Middle School students with Councilmember Mike Gomez, Michiko A.Oyama-Cada-
da, Barry Bruce, Miss Hawaiian Gardens and Princess.

Visiting with Santa Claus are members of the De-
loniz family are Francisco,12, Aurello 4, Alondra 6, 
Rodigo, 10 months.

Jeannine Jones and Anise Jones 
show off the jewelry they designed.

Armida Bannon and Yolanda 
Lickson have a colorful booth.

The staff at Vintage Cerritos (left) and 
Gina Meyers and Tami Caron of Shear 
Brilliance (right) show the toys that 
they are donating this holiday season.

Laura Kimsey
Independent Consultant
(562)458-3866

The food you love, 
the time you deserve

loeymm@aol.com

tastefullysimple.com/
web/lkimsey

Host a tasting party! 
It is as valuable as it is fun! 

TASTEFULLY 
S I M P L E
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Restaurant Review

T h e  S e a f o o d  S h a c k : 
A  C a j u n  D e l i g h t

ARTESIA City Plaza

New Image Clinic
Angeles Nursing Institute  
Rekha’s Threading Salon 
Eastern Family Dental 
Vapor Craze
One West Bank
Lotus Acupuncture
Rooted Clothing and 
Footwear 

American Ranch and Seafood Market
Filipino Dishes - Buffet-style choices - Great for take-out
www.americanranchmarket.com

Bacana Brazilian BBQ
Traditional BBQ skewers carved tableside - All You Can Eat!
*New lunch & dinner menu coming January 2014
www.braziliansteakhouseartesia.com

CHA2O
Asia Fusion with many specialty drinks
www.cha2o.com

Gerry’s Grill
Traditional Filipino dishes famous in the Philippines
*Full bar and weekend entertainment 
www.gerrysgrill.com

LaTavolata “Fresh Pasta Café”
Specializing in modern made-to-order Italian dishes
www.latavolatacafe.com

Micasa Bakery
Pastries, sandwiches, & cakes prepared daily

PHO Little Saigon
Traditional Vietnamese cuisine & drinks

Pickles Indian Cuisine / Dosa Light
Specializing in traditional Indian dishes and Dosas
*Excellent buffet specials
www.picklesindiancuisine.com

Sushi Samurai
The finest Sushi anywhere - Check out their specials

Seafood Shack
Fresh Seafood prepared “your” way
www.seafood-shack.com

Sweetee Thai
Authentic Thai dishes – a must try!
www.sweeteethai.net

Tea Station
The name says it all - Taiwanese specialty dishes
www.teastationusa.com

Yojie Shabu - Shabu
Swish - Swish/ Japanese Fondue: “a very healthy alternative”
www.yojie.com

Our Restaurants Invite 
You To Join Them 
For The Holidays

While visiting City Plaza, be sure and check 
out the many services offered at the Plaza:

Ricky Chen D.O. 
Chiropractic 
ERG Home Health 
Services 
United Central Bank 
Kids Dentistry
Metro Remittance
Bastian Salon

By William Lee

If you’d like to taste a Louisiana 
BBQ shrimp - prepared in the 
traditional, Southern-styled way, 
sautéed and cooked in an assortment 
of seasoning and spices - well, you 
don’t have to purchase an airline 
ticket to New Orleans. Just drive to 
City Plaza in Artesia to the Seafood 
Shack and enjoy!  

Your own bib and bucket will 
be provided for you since the Shack 
isn’t for customers who don’t want 
to experience the full variety of 
seasonings and spices that can range 
from mild to a triple dose of Black 
Widow that is labeled as “wet your 
pants hot!”

Cajun cuisine lovers can choose 
from a variety of tasty dishes 
including shrimp fettuccuni, clam 
linguini, and a Po’Boy sandwich 
with either fried shrimp, catfish or 
tilapia with choice of regular, Cajun, 
or sweet potato fries prepared in a 
French roll.

Served with two sides are grilled 
shrimp, tilapia, catfish, salmon and 
a 12 oz. Ribeye steak “cooked to 
your desire.”

From the Crab Boil, you can 

choose from fresh water shrimp, 
clams, crawfish, dungenous crab, 
and king and jumbo king crab legs.  

Delicious appetizers include 
chicken tenders, wings and raw 
Blue Point oysters shucked to order 
and served over ice with a side of 
cocktail sauce, horseradish and 
lemons. And never leave the Shack 
without trying their fresh house, 
grilled tilapia, or crispy chicken 
salads.

Seafood Shack manager Danny 
Tse invites you to come by and 
enjoy a variety of seafood dishes 
in a family oriented setting with 
a friendly staff. Check out their 
website at www.seafood-shack.
com, call 562-924-3403 or show 
up in person at 11710 South Street, 
Artesia, CA. The Shack opens 
every day at 11:30 a.m.

ASHOKATHE GREAT

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701 562-809-4229

 

THE BEST LUNCH BUFFET IN TOWN!

* Readers: If you have a favorite restaurant you would like us 
to review,  please call William Lee at 818-633-3367.
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MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595

www.michaelsfieldslaw.com/

Owners Debbie and Jack Freeman and members of the Pruden-
tial Bowling team celebrate a good game at the Cerritos Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Turkey Bowl held Nov. 21 with some of the 
members doing a two-step. Chamber President Julie Emerson 
described the bowl as an afternoon of fun and an opportunity 
for networking and team building. Prudential California Realty 
is located at 11306 E. 183rd St., Cerritos. For all of your real 
estate needs, please call 562-860-2443 or visit their website at 
www.cerritosprucarealty.com. 

Prudential California Realty 
Team Has Fun at Cerritos 
Chamber’s Turkey Bowl

gal at the time. This was in 
the 1930’s,” he explained. On 
a more serious note he said, 
“I came here today because I 
want to recognize a family and 
business that is contributing 
to the local community.” The 
casino was founded by Doctor 
Irving Moskowitz. His wife 
Cherna is president of the casi-
no. “This is a city that is work-
ing, and our state is working,” 
he stated.

Construction of the new 
two-story casino is expected 
to begin in the first quarter of 
the new year. and should be 
completed in approximately 
18 months. The existing build-
ing is scheduled to continue in 
operation until the new build-
ing is ready for business. Ca-
sino attorney Keith Short said 
“In terms of square footage, 
the new building will have the 
largest card room in the state.”

The exiting Casino con-
sists of approximately 59,596 

square feet of floor area. Ap-
proximately 1,600 employees 
work on-site over three shifts. 
When completed, the new 
structure will include  approx-
imately 152,970 sq. ft. on the 
ground floor and 49,141 sq. ft. 
on the second floor.

The city collects a licensing 
fee linked to the casino’s gross 
revenues. Irvine-based econo-
mist Alan Meister of Nathan 

Associates says these arrange-
ments can benefit cities, espe-
cially if a bigger, nicer facility 
will bring in more visitors. 

He also said there can be 
a danger in betting too big on 
a casino. “If something were 
to happen to the facility itself 
or to the gaming industry and 
it were to decline, then that 
could have significant nega-
tive impact on the city.”

New Hawaiian Gardens Casino    From Page 1 

(l to r) Hawaiian Gardens Mayor Victor Farfan, Dr. David Moskowitz, 
Governor Jerry Brown, Moskowitz Foundation President Cherna Moskow-
itz, Board Member Laurie Moskowitz and Casino General Manager Ron 
Srobis unveil plans for a New Casino in Hawaiian Gardens.

Tse Selected New President of ABC School Board    From Page 3 
have succeeded,” she said. “I 
don’t take this oath lightly,” 
she continued. “I pledge to work 
for the education and  welfare of 
our students education.” 

She said parents can’t do 
it alone. Our chidden need 
schools and their teachers, 
principals and district admin-

istrators in order to receive an 
education meet their future.

She said she knows ABC’s 
pride in its education program 
and pledged to work to con-
tinue and uphold it.

New Board President So-
phia Tse promised to work 
hard to meet the challenges 

that lay ahead. She agreed with 
Board Member Maynard Law 
that “Mrs. Spitzer  is our rock” 
and promised to do her best to 
meet the Board’s expectation 
in “our work ahead.”

Certificates of Recognition 
were presented to the outgoing 
Board President by the cities 

of Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian 
Gardens and Lakewood along 
with presentation by former 
assemblyman Tony Mendoza, 
and Erin Stibal in behalf of Su-
pervisor Don Knabe.

In a surprise move, Dr. 
Sieu told those present and 
watching at home that to un-

derscore some of the work 
involved in the position of 
Board President presented a 
video she had made showing 
the many conferences Mrs. 
Spitzer had attended in ad-
dition to visiting the District 
schools, and presiding over 
the School Board. 
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Dear Duchess,
I am thinking that 

I would like to have a 
little brother or sister for 
Christmas. Where should 
I go? I would love to have 
my picture taken with my 
new sister or brother……
with matching outfits for 
both of us. I am thinking 
red velvet for me.

  Lonely in Cerritos

Dear Lonely,
Girlfriend, can we 

talk?  Let’s go shopping at 
the Los Cerritos Center!!! 
The Center is partner-
ing with the Best Friends 
Animal Society for a 
night of photos, fun and 
pet adoptions!!! They will 
be right in front of For-
ever 21. (Like we are all 
forever 21, right?) After 
you find the perfect sister 
or brother, we can go all 
shopping!!! It would be so 
fun to get matching out-
fits!! Then, we can have 
our picture taken with 
Santa!  Don’t forget to 
put out some cookies and 
milk for Santa

  Duchess

Are you having problems 
with your human? Please 
email me at mkimsey@
thegatewayguardian.com.  
Don’t forget to send along 
a photo.

Duchess is a gorgeous, 
5-year-old English bulldog 
who loves her mistress and 
cookies. She is in the process 
of writing her autobiography.

  
  

By Edna Ethington

Catholic Charities Aux-
iliary Board Members, Presi-
dent Phyllis Florentino and 
Vice-President Margo Lazzari, 
came to the Dec. 3 meeting 
of Catholic Charities Auxil-
iary Chapter II to honor Mary 
O’Hara.  

Florentino presented 
O’Hara with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for her many 
years of service as Director and 
Assistant Director of Chapter 
II. Lazzari presented O’Hara 
with a beautiful arrangement 
of flowers from Catholic Char-
ities Auxiliary.   

Although O’Hara is bed-
ridden, she continues to serve 
Chapter II currently as Assis-
tant Director. She is an inspi-
ration to all auxiliary members 
with her desire to help those 

Catholic Charities Auxiliary Honors Mary 
O’Hara, Chapter II Holds  ‘No Frills Drawing’

who are in need.
Members of Chapter II en-

joyed a small Christmas party 
prior to selecting the winners 
of their brief “No Frills Draw-
ing” of November. Chapter 
II Director Laurie Bois was 
delighted to announce that 
$2,150 was raised by the gen-
erosity  of people who donated 
the gifts for the drawing and 
those who purchased their op-
portunity drawing tickets.

Mary O’Hara drew Char-
lotte McPherson’s winning 
ticket for the Grand Prize of 
a Time Share  stay at a Vaca-
tion Resort, Worldmark by 
Wyndham, which was valued 
at $1,000 and was donated by 
Gwen Murphy.  

McPherson is a member of 
St. Irenaeus Parish in Cypress. 
She said that she had never 
won anything before and was 

very happy.  She will be meet-
ing with Gwen Murphy to de-
cide where she would like to 
go for her vacation.

Other Chapter II members 
drew the names of the other 
winners.  The second prize of a 
$150 Gift Card for Dinner for 
Two at The Ranch Restaurant 
and Saloon in Anaheim was 
won by Betty Romero of St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in 
Irvine. 

The third prize of a Silver 
Bow Ring with little Diamonds 
and a Silver Tennis Bracelet 
valued at $135 was won by St. 
Irenaeus Parishioner Kay Pe-
terson.  

The final prize of two tick-
ets to “Broadway on Ice” on 
Dec. 28 at the Cerritos Per-
forming Arts Center, valued at 
$130, was won by Josie Ninof-
ranco of La Palma, who is also 
a St. Irenaeus parishioner and 
Chapter II’s Treasurer.  

Drawing tickets were sent 
to members of all the Chapters 
in Catholic Charities Auxiliary 
and also to friends and family 
members of Chapter II.  

Catholic Charities Auxil-
iary Chapter II would like to 
thank everyone who partici-
pated in the “No Frills Draw-
ing.”  The proceeds from the 
fundraiser will be given to 
Catholic Charities to help the 
needy in Orange County.  

For more information 
about the “No Frills Drawing,” 
contact Catholic Charities 
Auxiliary Chapter II Director 
Laurie Bois at 714-600-0191.

Catholic Charities Auxiliary Board Members joined with Chapter II 
members to honor Mary O’Hara (in bed) for her many years of service 
as Director and Assistant Director of Chapter II. Pictured (l to r) are 
Edna Ethington, Mary Ann Cornelius, Laurie Bois, Marge Flannigan, 
Diane Halal, Margo Lazzari, Phyllis Florentino, and Patricia McNerney.

A FUNdraisiing event was held by the Cerritos Optimist Club on Dec. 3 at Buffalo Wild 
Wings on 183rd Street in Cerritos. The restaurant donated 15 percent of all pre-taxed food 
sales for individual guests that presented a fundraising ticket to the to the restaurant for the 
club’s many youth programs. Discussing the program with Buffalo Wild Wings manager 
Lora Muvare are (l-r) Sherman Kappe, Gary McHatten, George Ray, Optimist President Phil 
Hitchcock, Don Brown, Jim Edwards and Wayne Switzer.

Cerritos Optimist Club Holds Fund 
Raising Drive at Buffalo Wild Wings

have a problem, the doors to 
City Hall are open.” 

He also said now is the 
time for Artesia to move for-
ward. “We are a small city but 
we have room to grow.  He 
also praised the city staff for 
their work and devotion to the 
city. “You have served  well 
and with honor,” he stated. 

Reaching out to the citi-
zens in Artesia, Flowers noted 
that more than 46 languages 
are spoken in the city, making 
it the most diverse community 
in Los Angeles County.  “WE 
want to know your intellectual 
and artistic tastes,” she stated. 
Residing in America you most 
likely have already experi-
enced some of our culture and 
customs - Halloween, Thanks-
giving, Christmas, New Years, 
Valentine’s Day July 4, and 
others. Now let us integrate. 
Let us understand your cul-
ture.”

John Lyons, who lost re-
election to the council told the 
capacity-filled Center that the 
election was over and it was 

time to put aside personal feel-
ings and think about the city, 
He said, “Every decision I 
made during my 17 years on 
the council I felt it was good 
for Artesia.I hope I served Ar-
tesia well.”

Lyons praised the council 
which he said always worked 
for the betterment of the city. 
He also praised the city staff 
who he said did what had to 
be done. “As I step down, it’s 
good to know the city is in 
good hands with a new city 
manager.

Outgoing Mayor Sally 
Flowers said her term in of-
fice had been an excellent 
year of accomplishment. We 
have a new city manager, in 
Bill Rawlings,  major projects 
we earmarked for the year are 
completed or near completion. 

This past year was not my 
first year as Mayor but each 
year it becomes more difficult 
to turn the chair over to one of 
my fellow councilmembers. 
“Could I have done more,” she 
asked.

Lima Named Artesia Mayor  
From Page 1
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, LLC
WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

scott@angelesinstitute.edu     www.angelesinstitute.edu

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Place Your Ad Here 
For Only $10

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com  • 562.493.6653

Consumer Banking
11900 South St.
Cerritos, CA 90703

Telephone:  562-865-1839
Facsimile:   562-865-3569
ServiceLine:  800-935-9935

Donald D. Kent
Relationship Banker
Vice President
NMLS ID: 671237

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD 

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

13357 South Street
Cerritos, CA  90703
562-860-7005

info@grandstandgrill.com
       www.grandstandgrill.com

By Melinda Kimsey

In the ancient world, your 
name mattered, and it was a 
person’s identity. And the one 
who names another was equal-
ly important. We see the Son 
of Mary receiving two names, 
two names revealed by God. 

Joseph was the quintessen-
tial good person. His fiancée 
is pregnant, and he is not the 
father. He doesn’t throw a fit 
and embarrass Mary and her 
family. He intends to quietly 
call off the whole thing. 

Angels are prominent in the 
Scriptures to announce unan-
ticipated changes in the lives of 
people. Angels foretell God’s 
surprises. So, Joseph is told to 
resist his instincts and go against 
the clear mandate of the Law. 

He takes Mary as his wife 
and legally adopts her son 
by naming him. He is told to 
name him Jesus. Jesus means 
what it says: God saves us! 

We learn that this Jesus 

will have a second name. This 
name too, is revealed by God 
through the prophet Isaiah, Je-
sus is to be Emmanuel: God 
with us! (Isaiah 7:14)

These two names tell us that 
this child will embody within 
human history the ongoing cre-
ative activity of God. God is al-
ways saving, transforming, rec-
reating, reinventing, renewing, 
restoring, and redoing. Jesus 
will be the lasting and fullest 
sign of these actions by God. 

And God is always “with 
us” and “for us.” God will be 
with us in the depths of our 
struggles and pain, as well as, 
during our times of great joy. 
Jesus/Emmanuel will be the 
greatest sign of God’s commit-
ment, loyalty, and affection to 
us. (See Matthew 28:20)

As Advent draws to a close, 
we are caught up in the ex-
pectation of Jesus who by his 
coming, and more importantly 
by his staying, will show us 
how completely God is with 

us every day. 
In Luke 2:4-13, we read 

about the journey of Joseph and 
Mary. “At that time Caesar sent 
an order to all people to return 
to their place of birth. They 
went to a town named Bethle-
hem and the time for the birth 
of the Child was upon Mary. 

She placed the child in a 
manger were animals were 
fed. That night, some shep-
pards were in the fields. There 
the angel Gabriel stood before 
them and told them, ‘I bring 
you tidings of great joy; your 
Savior has been born. You will 
know him and you will find 
Him wrapped in cloths and ly-
ing in a feeding box.” 

“They were overjoyed at 
seeing the star, and on entering 
the house they say the Child 
with Mary His mother. They 
prostrated themselves and did 
Him homage. Then they opened 
their treasures and offered Him 
gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh” (Matthew 2:10-11)

Invitation to Reflect on the Gospel

Times change, life is short. Everything is 
moving at a faster pace. We have all heard this 
before. The big thing now is priorities. The 
business world has changed a lot with technology, 
making it much easier to get the job done, but 
that doesn’t mean that a person should ever 
compromise his or her values. 

Yogi Berra once compared baseball to life. 
Baseball is a lot like life because you never know 
what is going to happen. Things happen that don’t 
make sense. However, one thing that does make 
sense is loyalty. Loyalty affects a person on a 
daily basis; with your family, with your friends, 
and with your co-workers. It’s a matter of trust 
and respect. Loyalty is not a matter of I will do 
this for you, if you do something for me. Loyalty 
is a selfless proposition. 

If you trust people and you’re careful not to 
violate that trust, there’s nothing that cannot be 
accomplished. It is a wise person who looks at 
the compass of his or her life and makes sure 
the needle always points in the right direction. 
Loyalty and honor are strong traits within 
your character; you are either have allegiance 
and trustworthiness or you don’t. There is no 
compromise.

Creche
A model or tableau 
representing the scene 
of Jesus Christ's birth, 
displayed in homes 
or public places at 
Christmas time.
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By Edna Ethington

The La Palma-Cerritos 
branch of the American Asso-
ciation of University Women 
(AAUW) has been working 
for weeks sewing gift bags for 
a shelter in Long Beach and 
gathering holiday gifts for two 
needy families in Norwalk. 

At their Nov. 21 meeting, 
many members came early to 
fill 70 bags with travel-sized 
toiletries and to collect gifts 
for the two families they ad-
opted for the holidays. 

Members donated gift cer-
tificates, clothing, toys, and 
many other items. Past Presi-

La Palma-Cerritos AAUW Celebrates the Holidays

dent Judy Figal and current 
President Barbara Atherton 
will play Santa’s helpers, de-
livering the gifts.

The Cypress Choraliers, 
led by Director Mary Wissink, 
performed several pieces of 
Christmas music and a Chan-
nukah song.

Wissink invited the audi-
ence to join the Choraliers in 
singing “White Christmas,” 
and everyone followed her di-
rection.

For the first time this year, 
the Jewish feast of Chanuk-
kah was celebrated almost at 
the same time as the American 
Thanksgiving Day celebra-

tion on  Nov. 28. The Jewish 
festival started on the evening 
before Thanksgiving Day at 
sundown.    

  In the second part of the 
program, Program Co-Chair 
Christine Taxier explained 
what she had learned about the 
Jewish festival of Chanukkah 
as a convert to Judaism.  There 
may be different spellings, 
such as Hanukkah. Taxier said 
that Chanukkah was a minor 
holiday. It is an eight-day Jew-
ish festival commemorating 
the re-dedication of the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem following the 
victory of the Maccabees over 

Christmas & Chanukkah

The Cypress Choraliers performed at the Nov. 21 meeting of the La Palma-
Cerritos AAUW. Standing (l to r) are Catherine McMahon, Linda Frame, 
Leslie Jensen, Laura Bell, Esther Carlton, Carol Mercer, Karen Lundblad, 
AAUW member Carol Marsh, and Melody Nickerson. Seated in front are 
Mary Wissink, Director of the  Choraliers, and Barbara Dunstan, Program 
Co-Chair for the AAUW.

the Syrians.  
There was only enough 

sanctified oil that was used in 
their menorah, a candelabrum,   
to last only one day, but mi-
raculously, the oil burned and 
lasted for eight days. That is 
why Chanukkah became an 
eight-day festival.

Taxier brought her meno-
rah with nine candles which 
she called a chanukkiah. The 
middle candle is used to light 
the other eight candles and is 
called the “shammus” or ser-
vant candle.   

Taxier talked about the 
games that are played by chil-

The Red Bucket    
            Food Drive Program

‘Tis the Season for Giving!

The City of Cerritos is coordinating “The Red Bucket” 
Food Drive Program. Please check the expiration 
dates and bring non-perishable food items to help 
brighten the holidays for local families in need.

    
Sample donations include:

    Evaporated Milk    Instant Mashed Potatoes
    Dried Stuffing Mix    Canned Vegetables
    Canned Yams     Pumpkin Pie FIlling
    Cranberry Sauce    Dried Pasta
    Chicken Broth    Store Gift Cards

Donations are being accepted at the Cerritos 
Senior Center, Cerritos Library, Cerritos City 
Hall, Cerritos Park East and Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station/Community Saftety Center beginning 

Nov. 1 until Dec. 13. 

For more information, please call 
(562) 916-8550

   Hawaiian Gardens Holiday Toy 
    Drive Now Through Dec. 16th
Make A Child’s Holiday Special
Donate new unwrapped toy this 
holiday season. 
All donations will go to youth in need 
in the city of Hawaiian Gardens. 

ATTENTION! Basketball and 
Racquetball Players!
If you donate a new unwrapped toy, you 
will play basketball or racquetball FREE 
for the month of January  2014.

Drop off  toys at Hawaiian Gardens 
City Hall, 21815 Pioneer Blvd. 
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

dren during Chanukkah us-
ing a a four-sided top called 
a dreidel to win prizes. Taxier 
said that children enjoy Cha-
nukkah because they receive a 
gift on each of the eight days 
of Chanukkah!    

President Barbara Atherton 
thanked everyone who came 
and brought items for the 
gift bags and gifts for the 
needy families. She also gave 
certificates of appreciation 
to Barbara Atherton, Carol 
Marsh and Judy Figal for the 
outstanding work they did 
for the AAUW’s successful 
Fashion Show and Silent 
Auction in November. 

She thanked the Choraliers 
for their musical performance 
and presented them with 
Certificates of Appreciation.  
Program Co-Chair Barbara 
Dunstan also thanked the 
Choraliers and gave them each 
a La Palma-Cerritos AAUW 
cookbook to use during the 
holidays. 

 The La Palma-Cerritos 
AAUW wishes everyone a 
“Merry Christmas” and a 
“Happy Chanukkah!”

For more information 
about future programs for the 
La Palma-Cerritos AAUW, 
contact Program Co-Chairs 
Barbara Dunstan at 562-
4044760 or Christine Taxier at 
714-828-7711. 

AAUW President Barbara Atherton and Past President Judy Figal display 
some of the many presents and food items that were donated by the AAUW 
members for two needy families in Norwalk.
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call today for a 
complimentary
implant consultation

Aarti Shah, DDS                               
562-809-8482

With this ad. One per family.                                     
Valid for non-insurance patients only.

Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Offer expires: 12/31/13

  $39 exam
Exam, X-rays & Cleaning

new patients only. scaling extra.                           
(in absence of gum disease)

Aarti Shah, DDS  
562-809-8482

 With this ad. 
Valid for non-insurance patients only.

Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Offer expires: 12/31/13

General & Cosmetic
Dentistry

Aarti Shah, DDS
17613 Pioneer Blvd. 
Artesia, CA  90701

562-809-8482
www.shahdentistry.com

For all your family dental needs.

 NOW 
OPEN!

Amor Y Tacos = Love & Tacos

Critically 
acclaimed Chef 
Thomas Ortega 

brings his 
culinary talents 

to his hometown 
of Cerritos. 

 

Sunday, Dec. 15:  6 p.m. Rising Stars on Ice - 
Annual Figure Skating Show
Featuring over 100 skaters from our skating school, 
as well as elite figure skaters. 
Some notable skaters in the show are:  Scott Dyer, 
Grant Hochstein, Adam Rippon, Caroline Zhang
  
Friday Dec 27: U.S. Figure Skating’s National 
Skating Month Celebration
Discounts on public skating, figure and hockey 
items in the pro shop, skating school, and our
fitness center. FREE skating lessons between 
6 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. for beginner skaters 

Saturday Feb 15: Destination Sochi Competition
EWIP & LAFSC will be hosting a competition 
for skaters of every level to celebrate the Winter 
Olympics

Extended Holiday Hours: 
Between Dec. 22 - Jan. 3, we will be extending our 
public skating hours for the holidays.

Skaters
We have some excellent skaters who currently train 
here at EWIP:

Ashley Wagner - http://web.icenetwork.com/skaters/
profile/ashley_wagner
Caroline Zhang - http://web.icenetwork.com/skaters/
profile/caroline_zhang
Nathan Chen - http://web.icenetwork.com/skaters/
profile/nathan_chen
Scott Dyer - http://web.icenetwork.com/skaters/
profile/scott_dyer
Grant Hochstein - http://web.icenetwork.com/skaters/
profile/grant_hochstein
Adam Rippon - http://web.icenetwork.com/skaters/
profile/adam_rippon
Jessica Pfund & AJ Reiss - http://web.icenetwork.
com/skaters/team/pfund_reiss

EAST WEST ICE PALACE

Cerritos Optimists Club

For membership information, please 
contact Jerry Bernstein at 562-650-0427.

        Check Us Out!
www.Facebook.com/CerritosOptimists

Creating a More Optimistic Future for Kids


