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By Jerry Bernstein

In a surprise announce-
ment  at its Nov. 19 meeting, 
the ABC Board of Educa-
tion announced it had voted 
in closed session to settle a 
California Voting Rights Act 
(CVRA) suit and elect future 
board members by trustee area 
as opposed to at-large elec-
tions. 

Board President Celia 
Spitzer cited the risk of exor-
bitant lawsuit expenses and 
the District’s need to ensure 
ABC remains focused on stu-
dent achievement.

 Spitzer said, “Deciding 
to settle this case, rather than 
defending an election process 
that has served this commu-
nity and its students very well 
was, to say the least, difficult. 

Not only does the Board 
believe that electing board 
members from all over the 
District [at large] serves the 
interests of the entire commu-
nity well in all respects, but 
the Board also recognized that 
proving this point in a CVRA 
case would be very expensive 
and drain resources that could 
be better used to achieve the 
Board’s core goals. 

In a CVRA case, not only 
would the District and its tax-
payers have to pay their own 

attorneys fees and expert wit-
ness costs, but those of the 
plaintiffs as well if they were 
to prevail.

As part of the settlement, 
the Board agreed to pay the 
plaintiffs’ attorney fees in the 
amount of $140,000.

The lawsuit process began 
with a letter in June 2011. At-
torneys for the plaintiffs wrote 
the District, along with many 
other districts, demanding 
ABC change its election meth-
odology from at-large elec-
tions to elections by trustee 
areas. The plaintiffs alleged 
the District’s at-large elections 
were characterized by racially 
polarizing voting. 

However, Spitzer noted 
members of protected classes 
had a long history of gaining 
election to the ABC Board. Af-
ter counsel’s response in January 
2012, nothing was heard from 
the plaintiffs’ counsel for more 
than a year. In April of this year, 
the plaintiffs filed the suit. 

The new voting areas will 
take effect in the 2015 elections 
when four seats will be open 
now occupied by Spitzer, Board 
Vice President Sophia Tse, May-
nard Law and Armin Reyes.

AFT treasurer Richard 
Hathaway reminded those pres-
ent and watching on television 
that before the the formation of 

ABC, the District consisted of 
three independent little school 
districts. 

These included the Arte-
sia, Bellflower and Carmenitia  
School Districts which joined 
together in 1965 to become 
the ABC Unified School Dis-
trict. He accused the attorneys  

Majority Bows to Financial Court Battle Costs

Santa Arrives in Cerritos 
at Christmas Tree Lighting

James Kang Retires from ABC School Board

Dr. Mary Sieu and members of the ABC Board of Education present out-
going trustee James Kang with a plaque for his four years of service on the 
School Board.

who represent the plaintiffs 
who want to break up at-large 
voting areas of not being inter-
ested in giving a more direct 
vote to individuals, but in lin-
ing their pockets with  millions 
of dollars that could be used to 

Speaking for the ABC Board, 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu 
thanked Mr. Kang for devoting 
countless hours of personal time 
during his tenure on the Board.

Dr. Sieu said, “Being an ef-
fective School Board member 
is no easy task, particularly in 
today’s climate of change and 
challenge. As a School Board 
member you’ve had to be know- 

ledgeable about many com-
plex educational and social is-
sues and carry out initiatives and 
directives from both federal and 
state governments.”

She thanked him for his 
professionalism and and said, 
“Your public service is an ex-
ample of the tradition of vol-
unteerism that is a hallmark of 
American Society.”

By Jerry Bernstein 

Drivers on the 605 Free-
way will soon see a new sign 
advertising the Cerritos Auto 
Square. At its Nov. 18 meet-
ing, the  Cerritos City Council 
approved an amendment to the 
city’s sign ordinance to permit 
a new sign to replace the exist-
ing  free standing one.

Advance Planning Manag-
er Ryan Carey  said the current 
sign was constructed in 1984 
with various upgrades and 
modification over the years. 

The renovation proposal 
calls for significant upgrades to 
the display board that include 
expanding the size of the board 
and updating it with state-of-
the-art video technology. 

He said the existing frame 
and structure of the sign will be 
utilized and does not include 
modifying the height,  which 
is 70 feet. 

He also said there would 
not be a glare  that will be detri-
mental to the surrounding area.  

Initial cost of the sign is 

Cerritos City Council Approves 
New Auto Square Freeway Sign

New  Electronic Sign for Auto Square 

estimated at $927,761. 
The council approved uti-

lizing approximately $276,950 
of Art in Public Places Funds 
in combination with a loan to 
the Auto Dealer’s . 

Their portion of the cost 
is $463,880.50, which the city 
will loan the Association.  The 
reimbursement, including in-
terest will be deposited into 
the General Fund. 

At the Christmas Tree Lighting in Cerritos on Nov. 25, Santa waves to the 
crowd  after riding in on a fire truck and being welcomed by the Cerritos 
City Council - George Ray, Dr. Joseph Cho. Mayor Bruce Barrows with 
grandson Laird Barrows, Carol Chen and Mark Pulido.

Stars were bright and the 
air crisp. Children huddled by 
their parents, patiently await-
ing St. Nicholas (Santa Claus) 
to arrive. On the stage young 
performers entertained.

Suddenly a Fire Station 
30 Ladder Truck sounded its 
siren, announcing that Santa 
had arrived. Climbing the 
stairs to the  stage he waved 
to all. “Merry Christmas,” he 
said.

After greeting the City 
Council, he stopped for a pic-
ture or two, and  then turned 
to the back of the stage where 
Cerritos Mayor Bruce Bar-
rows’ 4-year-old grandson 
Laird pulled the switch, and 
high above them the city's 
Christmas Tree lit up.

Santa then walked to his 
chair to greet the children who 

Please see Santa Page 6
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Assemblymember Cris-
tina Garcia invites everyone 
in her Assembly district to join 
her for a community walk on 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 8:00 a.m. 
at A.J. Padelford Park, 11870 
169th Street, Artesia.

While taking a leisurely 
stroll, all walkers will have an 
opportunity to ask questions 
and discuss issues of impor-
tance with their new state rep-
resentative.

To help those in need dur-
ing the holiday season, Gar-
cia’s office will also be taking 
donations that morning of new 
socks, underwear and travel 
sized toiletries (toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, soap, shampoo, 
etc.) that will be distributed 
to the homeless and those in 
need.

The community walk is 
part of a monthly series of 
walks that are being held in 
cities throughout the 58th As-
sembly District.

Walk & Talk with 
Assemblymember 
Cristina Garcia

By Gail Grossman 

The Woman's Club of Ar-
tesia Cerritos recently held their 
annual Scholarship Awards 
evening. The scholarships are 
given to deserving women 
from Cerritos College ReEntry 
program. 

This program is for women 
who are reentering college be-
cause of life changes.  Many of 
these women are single parents 
or have had abusive relation-
ships, which meant they had to 
find new alternative life style. 

Of the more than 40 ap-
plicants who had to have a 3.0 
grade point average and other 
criteria, 12 were interviewed 
and five were awarded various 
scholarships.

Three of the scholarships 
were given directly from funds 
raised by the Scholarship 
Committee of the club.  They 
had various fund raisers during 
the year such as a homemade 

Woman's Club Gives 
Scholarships Awards

Woman’s Club of Artesia Cerritos President Marilyn McGorman, Com-
mittee Member, Sandi Reynolds, Regina Jaster, Tammy Little, Tiffany 
Godfrey, Cynthia Zamudio, Amanda Matthews and Committee Member 
Linda Harp celebrate on Scholarship Awards evening.

quilt raffle and a Baked Potato 
Bar luncheon. 

The winners for this year 
were: Regina Jaster who is a 
Paralegal major, Tiffany God-
frey a Sociology major and 
Tammy Little, who is a Mental 
Health Major.

Besides these three schol-
arships, two others are award-
ed in memory of two former 
members who had left money 
in their trusts to fund scholar-
ships.  

The first was in memory 
of Maude West was given to 
Amanda Mathews who is a Cu-
linary Arts major and the Ellen 
Carver recipient was Cynthia 
Zamudio a Human Services/
Social worker major.

The club also had a cake 
for Operation Smile, which 
helps fund children born with 
cleft palates. Each member 
added a candle to the cake, 
said what they are thankful for 
and then made a contribution.  

ABC School Board Votes  From Page 1

with the majority to move for-
ward and to continue the pro-
grams the District is noted for 
and to work hard for the teach-
ers and community.

Tse said she is a woman of 
principle and feels ABC elections 
are not racially flawed. “A look 
at our elections show that we do 
not have any racial discrimina-
tion. There is not enough proof 
to show otherwise,” she said. 

“However, since the major-
ity voted to settle,  I will support 
that decision,” she added.

educate the children.
Opposing the settlement 

were Board members Lynda 
Johnson and Sophia Tse. John-
son said she voted against the 
agreement because she felt the 
District was in compliance with 
the Civil Rights Act and was not 
discriminatory. 

“A review showed that our 
Board members represent all 
six cities served by the District. 
I’m disappointed the major-
ity felt we had to settle,” said 
Johnson. She pledged to work 

By Jerry Bernstein 
& Melinda Kimsey

City Council members 
from Norwalk and Hawaiian 
Gardens, along with members 
of the Norwalk School Board 
and supporters, attended a 
fundraising affair for Tony 
Mendoza on Oct. 17 held at 
the Norwalk Sports Center.

Mendorza, who was on 
the Artesia City Council for 
three terms, won a seat in the 
State Assembly and served the 
56th Assembly District for six 
years, representing the com-
munities of Artesia, Buena 
Park, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gar-
dens, Lakewood, Los Nietos, 
Norwalk, Santa Fe Springs, 
South Whittier and Whittier. 

Upon being termed out of 

Former Assemblyman Tony Mendoza (left) with Rep. Janice 
Hahn (44th District) and Norwalk Mayor Lugi Varnola at fund 
raising event held at the Norwalk Sports Center. 

Tony Mendoza Stresses 
Education at Fundraiser

office, he returned to educa-
tion in the Los Angeles area, 
where he was a teacher for 
several years. He also serves 
as a Senior Program Man-
ager for the Tri City Regional 
Medical Center in Hawaiian 
Gardens.

While in the State Assem-
bly, Mendoza authored several 
assembly bills that addressed 
the areas of health, education 
and safety. He currently resides 
in the City of Artesia with his 
wife and four children.

For further information 
about Mendoza visit his web-
site” www.TonyMendoza.net 
or you can e-mail him direct-
ly at Tony Mendoza.net or at 
mendoza90701@email.com. 
He can also be contacted at 
310-746-6495.

Members of the community 
and elected officials gave James 
Kang a warm farewell, includ-
ing certificates from the cities of 
Artesia, Cerritos, Hawaiian Gar-
dens, Assemblywoman Christi-
na Garcia, and County Supervi-
sor Don Knabe. Superintendent 

Family, Supporters Honor Kang

Dr. Mary Sieu thanked him for 
his professionalism and support. 
“I am grateful to you for keep-
ing the focus on progress toward 
our District goals. I wish you the 
best of luck in your continuous 
work in the community,” she 
concluded.

Retiring ABC School Board member, James Kang, with members of 
his family and friends at the Nov. 19 School Board meeting.

Visit Our Website At
www.thegatewayguardian.com

Happy Holidays 
From the Gateway Guardian 

Mayor Bruce Barrows and 
members of the City Council 
will present a proclamation to 
1st Combat Engineer Batallion 
Cpl. Patrick J. Snyder on Nov. 
30 at 11:30 at the Sheraton Ho-
tel fountain court. 

He is being honored as 
the Meritorious Marine for the 
month of November by the 
Friends of the 1st CEB, who 
will personally express their-
appreciation for his service.  

Most of the battalion is 
currently deployed in Afghan-
istan, and Cpl. Snyder helped 
prepare these Marines and their 
equipment for deployment.  

He also trained Marines 

on the USMC's Global Com-
bat Support System to ensure 
that that Marines operating the 
equipment would continue to be 
at a high level of readiness.  

Cpl Snyder's enthusiasm, 
professionalism, and unwaiv-
ing devotion to duty reflected 
great credit upon him and were 
in keeping with the highest tra-
ditions of the United States Ma-
rine Corps and Naval Service.

The Sheraton Hotel is of-
fering free lodging, and res-
taurants at the Cerritos Town  
center are offering comple-
mentary meals. He will also 
receive tickets for a perfor-
mance at the CCPA.

 

Cerritos to Honor 1st CEB Marine 
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HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY:  La Palma  
Wednesday, Dec. 4  •  5:30 - 8:30 p.m 
Central Park Amphitheater   7821 Walker St. 
Crafts & Visit with Santa • 4:30 - 5:30                                                 
                        
CERRITOS REGIONAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE ANNUAL HOLIDAY LUNCHEON:   
Thursday, Dec. 5  •  11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.                            
Sheraton Cerritos Hotel, 12725 Center Court Drive                  
$30 for Chamber Members, $50 for Non-Chamber Members 
Reservations must be made in advance.  562-467-0800

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY:  Artesia 
Friday, Dec. 6  •  5:30 p.m.  Artesia Park  

TREE LIGHTING CEREMONY:  Hawaiian Gardens 
Friday, Dec.  6, 5:30 p.m.   Hawaiian Gardens City Hall
                        
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE:   
Saturday, Dec. 7  •  9 a.m. - 3 p.m.                                  
Cerritos Senior Center, 12340 South St., Cerritos                                           
Variety of vendors, crafts, visit with Santa, entertainment 
For additional information, call 562-916-8550.

NEW YEAR & ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Friday, Jan. 3  •  6 - 10 p.m.    Cerritos Senior Center                                                       
Welcome the New Year and Celebrate the 20th Anniversary 
of the Cerritos Senior Center. Enjoy dinner, dancing, karaoke 
and time spent with loved ones and friends. 
For additional information & reservations, call 562-916-8550.

CERRITOS: This holiday 
season, residents are invited 
to donate to local community 
programs, including the Cer-
ritos Red Bucket Program, 
“Toys for Tots,” the Salvation 
Army Angel Giving Tree Pro-
gram and the Artesia-Cerritos 
Community Christmas Pro-
gram sponsored by commu-
nity volunteers.

Red Bucket Program
The Cerritos Red Bucket 

Program is seeking donations 
of non-expired canned goods 
throughout the holiday sea-
son for distribution to local 
families at Christmas. 

Red collection buckets 
are available at the follow-
ing City facilities: Cerritos 
City Hall, Cerritos Library, 
Cerritos Sheriff’s Station/
Community Safety Center, 
Cerritos Senior Center at 
Pat Nixon Park and Cerritos 
Park East. The food drive 
will run through Friday, 
Dec. 13. 

For more information on 
the Red Bucket Program, call 
the Community Participation 
Division at (562) 865-8101.

Toys for Tots 
The annual “Toys for Tots” 

program, sponsored by the 
United States Marine Corps in 
cooperation with the City of 
Cerritos, provides gifts to lo-
cal underprivileged children. 

Clubs, families and individ-
uals are encouraged to donate 
dolls, crafts, toy cars, building 
blocks, books and other items 

Holiday Donations to Help Local Families
for infants and children. Pos-
sible teen items include note-
books, games, curling irons, 
blow dryers, books or CDs. 
New, unwrapped items are re-
quested to help make sorting 
and delivery more efficient.

“Toys for Tots” donations 
can be dropped off through 
Thursday, Dec. 12 in one of 
the “Toys for Tots” bins at 
Cerritos City Hall, Cerritos 
Library, Heritage Park, Cerri-
tos Senior Center at Pat Nixon 
Park, Liberty Park, Cerritos 
Park East, Cerritos Olympic 

Swim Center and Cerritos 
Sheriff’s Station. 

Marines stationed in Seal 
Beach will deliver the toys to 
several agencies serving local 
children. For more informa-
tion, call (562) 865-8101.

Giving Tree Program
The Salvation Army An-

gel Giving Tree Program helps 
brighten Christmas for chil-
dren of needy families. To par-
ticipate, pick out one or more 
tags by Friday, Dec. 13 from 
the Angel Tree located in the 
Cerritos Senior Center. 

Each tag (for infants through 
12-year-olds) will list the child’s 
age, gender, clothing size and 
toy request. New clothing and/
or a new, unwrapped toy for the 
child, along with the original 
tag, should be brought to the 
Cerritos Senior Center on or be-
fore Wednesday, Dec. 18.

Monetary donations and 
grocery store gift cards are 
also being sought for the annu-
al Artesia-Cerritos Community 
Christmas Program (ACCCP), 
to help provide a brighter holi-
day season for hundreds of 

local disadvantaged fami-
lies. 

Donations for this 
year’s program will be ac-
cepted through Thursday, 
Dec. 12 at the Cerritos Se-
nior Center at Pat Nixon 
Park and Holy Family 
Catholic Church in Artesia 
(18708 S. Clarkdale Ave-
nue). Donations of checks 
or money orders should be 
mailed to the ACCCP, P.O. 

Box 4803, Cerritos, CA 90703.

HAWAIIAN GARDENS:  
Make a child’s holiday special 
by donating a new, unwrapped 
toy this season. All donations 
will go to youth in need in the 
city of Hawaiian Gardens. 

Toys may be dropped off 
at the Hawaiian Gardens City 
Hall, 21815 Pioneer Blvd., until 
Monday, Dec. 16. 

Basketball and racquetball 
players who donate a new, un-
wrapped toy will play basket-
ball or racquetball FREE for 
the month of January.

Cerritos Chamber of Commerce’s 
Holiday Drive to Benefit 1st CEB 

Bloomfield Dental Center
12657 166th St, Cerritos

Cerritos Travel Agency
13293 South St., Cerritos

Craftsman Auto Body
17710 Studebaker Rd., Cerritos

Eagle’s Nest Clubhouse
5660 Orangewood Ave., Cerritos

Edward Jones - Tho Ngo
13334 South St., Cerritos

Heartland Institute 
of Financial Education  
18000 Studebaker Rd. Ste. 555
Cerritos

Komputers 4R Kids
16317 1/2 Piuma Ave.
Cerritos

Law Offices of Duarte 
& Menezes
17215 Studebaker Rd.  

       Ste. 240, Cerritos

Shear Brilliance
13213 South St., Cerritos

Sheraton Cerritos Hotel
12725 Center Court Dr.
Cerritos

Vape Revolution
15971 Piuma Ave.
Cerritos

Vicencia & Buckley 
Insurance, 20 Center- 

       pointe Dr.  Ste. 100 
La Palma

The Cerritos Regional 
Chamber of Commerce is proud 
to host its 2nd Annual Commu-
nity Holiday Drive benefitting 
the 1st CEB Adoption Com-
mittee in support of the U.S. 
Marine Corps 1st Combat En-
gineer Battalion, Camp Pendle-
ton and their families. 

The 1st CEB is being de-
ployed overseas and will not 
be home for Christmas.  We are 
collecting new, unwrapped toys 
for the Marines’ families, as 
well as coffee and disposable 

razors to be included in Care 
Packages to be sent overseas to 
the Marines in January. 

Donations can be brought 
to the Cerritos Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce at 13259 E. 
South St., Cerritos or to one of 
the following donation collec-
tions sites.  The deadline to re-
ceive donations is Dec. 4.

For more information, 
please contact the Cerritos Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce 
at 562/467-0800 or chamber@
cerritos.com.

Donation Collections Sites

At the Nov. 19 Board of 
Education Meeting in the ABC 
School District, the Board vot-
ed to settle a California Voting 
Rights Act lawsuit, citing risk 
of exorbitant lawsuit expenses 
and the need to ensure the Dis-
trict remains focused on student 
achievement. As part of the 
settlement, the Board agreed to 
transition to elections by trustee 
area for the Board‘s November 
2015 election, and to pay the 
plaintiffs’ attorneys fees in the 
amount of $140,000.

Board President Celia Spit-
zer stated that all members of 
this Board share a strong belief 
in remaining focused on the 
District’s core mission – provid-
ing the highest quality education 
for all of our students no matter 
where in the District they hap-
pen to live. The Board believes 
the objective evidence, includ-
ing student performance data, 
supports this past practice.

She also indicated that de-
spite the Board’s longstanding 
record of success and frankly no 
compelling evidence of racially 

polarized voting, we decided 
to settle. She noted that some 
CVRA cases have resulted in 
public agencies paying in excess 
of a million dollars to litigate. 

Given this financial risk, 
as well as our obligation to 
maintain focus on our stu-
dents, a majority of this Board 
determined it would be better 
to resolve this case by paying 
a limited amount of money 
now, and establishing an or-
derly process for transitioning 
to elections by trustee areas.

The lawsuit process began 
with a letter in June 2011. At-
torneys for the plaintiffs wrote 
to the District, along with 
many other districts, demand-
ing that ABC Unified change 
its election methodology from 
at-large elections to elections 
by trustee areas because, the 
plaintiffs alleged, the District’s 
at-large elections were charac-
terized by racially polarized 
voting in violation of the Cali-
fornia Voting Rights Act.

The District’s counsel and 
a retained election demograph-
ics expert reviewed this allega-
tion and determined that the 
Districts’ elections could not 
easily be characterized by ra-
cially polarized voting. In fact, 

members of protected classes 
had a long history of gaining 
election to the ABC Board. Af-
ter counsel’s response in January 
2012, nothing was heard from 
plaintiffs’ counsel for more than 
a year. In April 2013, plaintiffs 
filed the suit.

It was obvious that deciding 
to settle this case, rather than de-
fending an election process that 
has served this community and 
its students very well was, to 
say the least, difficult for the en-
tire Board. The vote was 5:2 to 
settle the case. In a CVRA case, 
not only would the District and 
its taxpayers have to pay their 
own attorneys’ fees and expert 
witness costs, but those of the 
plaintiffs as well if they were 
to prevail.

Consistent with the terms 
of the settlement agreement, 
the District will be working 
with the community to deter-
mine how trustee areas will be 
structured. The Board will be 
working with a demographer 
to draw map plans in Janu-
ary, 2014. These plans will be 
shared with the community in 
a series of town hall meetings. 
We look forward to the com-
munity’s support and partici-
pation in this process in 2014.

Changing Board Elections to Trustee Area
Dr. Mary Sieu

ABCUSD 
Superintendent

ABC School Board Votes  From Page 1
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By Jerry Bernstein

Letters
TO

THE Editor

The Gateway Guardian 
encourages submission 
of Letters to the Editor. 

•  Letters must be no more than 200 
words, typed and double spaced or 
sent electronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by the 
author and must include the au-
thor’s address and phone number.
•  Opinions expressed in letters do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of the Gateway Guardian staff.
•  The editors reserve the right to 
refuse or edit editorialcontent, 
without notice, for length, gram-
mar, clarity or libelous statements. 

What You Say Isn’t Often What You Do

Laura Kimsey
Independent Consultant
(562)458-3866

The food you love, the time you deserve

loeymm@aol.com

tastefullysimple.com/
web/lkimsey

Host a tasting party! 
It is as valuable as it is fun! 

i

TASTEFULLY 
S I M P L E

Support the Men & Women Overseas

By Melinda Kimsey

Cerritos Optimists Club

For membership information, please 
contact Jerry Bernstein at 562-650-0427.

        Check Us Out!
www.Facebook.com/CerritosOptimists

Creating a More Optimistic Future for Kids

As we reflect on the previ-
ous weeks and look forward to 
the upcoming weeks, I am sure 
that our thoughts are still on 
the celebrations for Veteran’s 
Day.  I too have veterans in my 
family, and my son currently 
serves in the Coast Guard. 

Just a bit of history... the 
second flag raising on Iwo 
Jima, with a much bigger flag 
was from a Coast Guard ship. 
We always feel a tug at our 
heart when we think of the 
veterans and especially those 
who made the supreme sacri-
fice. 

I would like to salute the 

Cerritos Chamber of Com-
merce for “adopting” the 
CEB for Christmas, for these 
soldiers will not be home at 
Christmas but will deployed 
in other countries. 

I hope you will join me 
in donating toys, books, gift 
cards and whatever comes to 
minds to support these gallant 
men and women in uniform. 

There are several drop 
sites, including the Chamber 
office, located on South Street 
in the Ralph’s shopping cen-
ter.

On a happy note... as the 
holiday season approaches 
with Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and Hanukkah, please allow 
me to wish you happiness and 
joy during this holy season.  

I can’t help go back in time 
when we had to hide presents 
in the attic for our little ones, 
and it seems like we always 
lost a few only to find them the 
next year.  

As our children grow, they 
seem to prefer gift cards, and I 

like those cards, too! 
You can always buy gift 

cards to restaurants with the 
hope that they might ask you 
to join the family for lunch or 
dinner, or you could buy your 
son a gift card to Macy’s and 
hope he re-gifts it for your 
birthday... just a thought.  Gift 
cards are a nice way to sim-
plify the holidays. 

Of course, now our chil-
dren and grandchildren like all 
of those technology gifts.  You 
know it is OK to buy some of 
them for yourself, too. That 
way your grandkids can put 
the newest gadgets together 
for you and install all of the 
newest apps on your phone.  
Scary isn’t it? 

Don’t forget to keep those 
cards, letters, text messages, 
emails, and snacks coming in!  
We love hearing from you! 
Also, please be sure to visit 
our website for even more ex-
citing news, and our advertis-
ers are on our site too.  Happy 
trails!

It was a quiet morning 
at the newspaper. “Perfect,” 
I thought,” for me to write  
my story on the City Council 
meeting.” That was when I 
felt a presence in the doorway. 
I looked up and to my surprise 
VAL LYNDER, DEFENDER 
OF ALL THAT IS TRUE, 
waltzed in.

“VAL LYNDER,” I said, 
“This is a nice surprise. I thought 
you were in Sacramento?”

“I was,” she answered, “I 
went there for some informa-
tion. Received it and left.” 

“You know,” she said, “I 

don’t think much of the legisla-
ture. They’re like puppy dogs, 
do whatever their master says, 
could care less what some of 
their actions do to their con-
stituents back home.”

As she talked, I could see 
she was becoming more agitat-
ed. Her purple umbrella with 
its white polka dots was be-
ginning to tap  incessantly on 
the floor. I began to clear my 
desk. “Calm down and tell me 
what’s bothering you,” I said.

“For one thing, they don’t 
realize what their vote on clos-
ing down the Redevelopment 
Agencies in the state did to the 
cities. They continue to drain 
city funds under the guise it’s 
Redevelopment Money owed 
the state. What nonsense!” she 
exclaimed.

“VAL LYNDER, calm 
down. There are lawsuits 
pending in the courts fighting 

the money grab.”
“A lot of good that will 

do,” she said. “So far the 
courts have sided with the 
governor.”

“VAL,” I interrupted, “the 
State Surpreme Court hasn’t 
received the current cases. 
So….”

“I just can’t believe,” she 
said, “that the state wants ap-
proximately $170 million from 
Cerritos, claiming the land 
underneath the Cerritos Auto 
Square, Cerritos Center, Towne 
Center etc. will be taken by the 
state in payment. Next thing 
they’ll be going after  city sales  
and property taxes.”

I could see she was be-
coming even more agitated. I 
tried to change the subject. “In 
your travels, did you happen 
to see the Stanford-Oregon 
game. VAL LYNDER was an 
avid college football fan.

“As a matter of fact I did, 
she answered. I didn’t think 
Stanford would win, but they 
did.”

“Well, I said,” You should 
not give up on the cities.”

VAL LYNDER, DEFEND-
ER OF ALL THAT IS TRUE, 
looked at me. I could see she 
was calming down, slightly. 
Tell me,” she asked, “What did 
you think of the ABC  deci-
sion not to fight changing the 
at-large elections for school 
board to individual trustee dis-
trict election?

“Well,” I began, “I see 
where they are coming from. 
Agreeing to pay $140,000 in 
court fees as opposed to a mil-
lion or more if they contest it 
makes sense. However, I have 
to agree with the statement 
that none of the board mem-
bers agree with the contention  
that the present way they elect 

board members discriminates 
against minorities. In the 17 
years I’ve been reporting lo-
cally, the Board has alway 
been a mixed bag of nationali-
ties. If some areas aren’t rep-
resented, all they have to do is 
run someone from their area 
and campaign for said person. 

I have to agree with AFT 
Treasurer Richard Hathaway 
that it seems these people who 
foster these cases are less in-
terested in the community and 
more interested in what they 
can get out of it.”

“That’s exactly what I 
mean, “ she exclaimed as she 
rose from her chair. They’re 
no different than our represen-
tatives in Sacramento.”

Saying that, she raised her 
umbrella and smashed it down 
on my desk.

“VAL LYNDER,” I said, 
“I wish you wouldn’t do that.

Thanks to the City of Cer-
ritos, our community will be 
reaching out to help the vict-
tims of Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines.  

A benefit concert will be 
held on Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. at 
the Cerritos Center for the Per-
forming Arts, and the proceeds 
will go to the American Red 

Concert at CCPA to Benefit 
Philippines Typhoon Victims 

Cross to support its relief ef-
forts to aid the victims.

The Society of Seven with 
Special Guests, including Phil-
ippine native Lhey Bella and 
Philippine host and multiple 
Allw Award winner, including 
1982 Entertainer of the Year 
Nonoy Zuniga. 

The variety show will in-
clude Broadway show tunes 
with popular music, comedy 
and dancing.  

Tickets are now on sale at 
the CCPA box office. Ticket 
prices are $150/$100/$75/$50, 
and 80 per-cent of the money 
raised will go to the American 
Red Cross for direct aid to the 
Philippines. 

In addition to the 7 p.m. 
concert, patrons can enjoy a 
pre-concert event in the Sierra 
Room beginning at 6 p.m. by 
the Ross Middle School Choir 
and the Whitney High School 
Club Kalbigan Dance Troupe. 
Seating is limited for the pre-
show event.
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By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Around & About Ontario California, Home of the Graber Olive

The frantic summer swung 
into Chapter 3 on the last Sat-
urday of July when the Laws 
and Hughletts drove south to 
San Diego on Day 1 of Road 
Trip 5. Our eventual destina-
tion that day, and the week to 
follow, was Ontario, CA, home 
of the Graber olive tasting 
room, Ontario Mills Mall, the 
Rancho Cucamonga Quakes 
and, most important, Kaiser 
Oncology Radiation treatment 
center. 

We quickly hit our first 
typically oddball adventure 
by slavishly following Suzie, 
our quixotic GPS unit, whose 
real name is Jill (but that's an-
other story) to what we hoped 
to be Denny's for breakfast but 
turned out to be the Golden 
Years Rest Home.  

We did backtrack and 
stumbled across the relo-
cated restaurant and Grand  
Slammed our way to hap-
piness. Our travel down the 
coast was uneventful as was 
our hop-on hop-off bus tour of 
San Diego. 

Balboa Park was wonder-
ful; Olde Towne was tasty. We 
ate at what turned out to be 
everyone's favorite restaurant, 
Casa de Reyes - and the traffic 
was gnarly. 

Maynard, the gastronomic 
champion of our trips, finished 
off his huge lunch with a Ba-

varian bratwurst from a street 
vendor, while Pat dutifully 
explained how his treatments 
were sapping his appetite. The 
trip to the Residence Inn in On-
tario finished our 212-mile day.

Sunday being the only 
other day available for long 
distance traveling, we headed 
north to Lake Arrowhead and 
Big Bear. At the first stop, we 
took the guided boat tour of 
Arrowhead and learned all 
about the 2.5 mile lake and the 
moldy Hollywood types who 
inhabited - or long ago built - 
the multi-million dollar homes 
along the shores.  

Governor Arnie, Tori Spell-
ing and Doris Day were among 
the dozen names that we heard 
and appropriately "oohed" at 
each. 

We had a satisfying lunch 
at what is likely the poshest 
McDonalds and then drove 
the remaining 32 miles to Big 
Bear. Highlights included a 
trans-mountain drive along the 
most remote byways, compli-
ments of our always adventur-
ous Suzie, chipping a tooth on 
a Big Hunk,  so so golf at the 
9 hole course outside of town, 
gorgeous views of the lake 
and an impromptu (we do im-
promptu quite well on our road 
trips) picnic at the side of the 
road.  

It was Maynard's day to 
drive, so he gamely finished 
the day by navigating us to 
Famous Dave's for dinner. We 
decided we weren't sure why 
Famous Dave's was Famous.

At sunrise we were off 
for Maynard's 15-minute zap, 

then back to the Residence Inn 
to pick up the ladies for our 
day trip to the Bass Pro Shop - 
THE destination in Ontario. 

The place is a world unto 
its own. If you enjoy killing 
beasts in the wild, then the 
Bass PS is your one-stop shop-
ping center. They had every 
kind, color and caliber of fire-
arm, crossbow, Bowie knife, 
sling shot and blow gun for 
purchase.  

Fortunately, they also had a 
dizzying array of items to help 
prepare your conquered beasts 
so we stored up on smoking 
chips, corn and potato hold-
ers for the barbeque and sev-
en  kinds of rubs. We finished 
with lunch at restaurant inside, 
feasting on alligator, deer, 
mussels and clam chowder.  A 
truly unique lunch that had us 
all gurgling for hours.

Tuesday: After checking in 
and kibitzing with perky Gen-
era, the oncology receptionist, 
Maynard got his 15 minutes of 
toasting while the ladies were 
shopping at Ontario Mills. 
When the guys caught up, it 

was off to Tommy Bahamas 
for shirts, Nordie's Rack for 
shoes, the Children's Place for 
grandkids’ clothes and Rain-
forest Cafe for another exotic 
lunch.  

Five miles down the street 
we toured the Graber Family 
Olive Farm for a fascinating 
tour and several jars of over-
priced Olives. It was a delight 
to find a factory that still uses 

ABC’s Nixon Elementary 
School was recognized by the 
Board of Education at its Nov. 
19 meeting for being named a 
Golden Bell Recepient  rec-
ognizing the schools Morn-
ing Academic Reading Time 
(SMART) Academy. 

Assistant Superintendent 
Valencia Mayfield of Academ-
ic Services, said  the award its 
the 13th won by the District 
since 2002. 

School Principal  Melinda 
Ortiz explained the program 
objectives included increas-
ing the English Language Arts 
(ELA) performance of 40th-

Nixon Elementary School 
Is Golden Bell Recipient

6th grade African American 
and Hispanic students who 
score at the basic level on 
the California Standards Test. 
This includes extended learn-
ing opportunities focused on 
academic vocabulary, read-
ing comprehension, writing 
strategies and college inter-
est. It also provides parent 
workshops focused on setting 
expectations for their child’s 
academic achievement, and 
strategies to monitor and sup-
port their child’s academic 
performance. Magnet School 
Coordinator Nadja Ellis was 
also recognized by the Board.

First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move! 
Campaign Lauds Hawaiian Gardens

First Lady Michelle Obama’s 
Let’s Move! campaign has of-
ficially recognized the City 
of Hawaiian Gardens for its 
fight against childhood obe-
sity. Hawaiian Gardens was 
the only Los Angeles-area city 
to receive this distinction and 
honor. 

Overall, only 18 cities 
throughout the country were 
recognized for having the 
highest overall medal achieve-
ments in this campaign to pro-
mote child physical activity 
and improved health.

The Nov. 14 awards cer-
emony took place during a 
celebratory session in Seattle, 
Washington. On hand to re-
ceive this recognition on be-
half of the City were Mayor 
Victor Farfan and Mayor Pro 
Tem Mike Gomez. Also in 
attendance was Wellness Co-
ordinator, Alexander Khanan-
ashvili, representing Tri City 
Regional Medical Center, 
which has been an active part-
ner in the City’s goal to reduce 
childhood obesity.

Fighting Childhood Obesity

“Hawaiian Gardens is 
proud of this recognition by 
First Lady Michelle Obama and 
the ‘Let’s Move! Cities, Towns 
and Counties’ Campaign,” said 
Mayor Victor Farfan.

 “To be one of only 18 cit-
ies recognized with the highest 
overall medal achievements in 
this special nationwide pro-
gram is a true honor. But our 
work is far from done. And we 
recognize that,” said Mayor 
Victor Farfan. “While today 
we stand here proud of our 
progress, we also stand here 
in recognition that this battle 
against childhood obesity is 
far from finished.”

An additional recognition 
by the Let’s Move! campaign of 
the City of Hawaiian Gardens 
took place in July. During that 
ceremony, First Lady Michelle 
Obama hosted Mayor Pro Tem 
Mike Gomez and other local 
officials at the White House to 
celebrate the outstanding ef-
forts of Hawaiian Gardens and 
other communities to complete 
health and wellness goals over 

the past year for Cities, Towns 
and Counties (LMCTC). 

LMCTC calls upon local 
elected officials to adopt sus-
tainable and holistic strategies 
that improve access to healthy, 
affordable food and opportu-
nities for physical activity.

Since joining LMCTC, 
Hawaiian Gardens’ Let’s 
Move! efforts include being 
awarded the highest amount 
of medals of cities with popu-
lations under 25,000 for ac-
tions taken to improve access 
to healthy affordable food 
and increase opportunities for 
physical activity. 

These medals have been 
awarded because of Hawai-
ian Garden’s achievements in 
having an active interagency 
collaboration on early care 
and education programs and 
for having a majority of pub-
lic schools participating in the 
school breakfast program. 

Locally, the following 
stakeholders have contributed 

Please see Let’s Move! Page 11 

“machinery” created in 1934, 
which still efficiently culls out 
the size 16 olives for premium 
packaging.  And not a comput-
er in sight.  

We did have another sur-
prisingly great gratis dinner 
of cheese enchiladas and other 
Mexican fare that evening.   
Hate to be negative about our 
fellow Residenceites but, my 
oh my, these folks can pack 
away the groceries. One little 
lady walked off with a plate 
of a dozen enchiladas leaving 
Marianne wistfully gazing at 
the empty serving platter. 

After the brief Kaiser so-
journ on Wednesday, we vis-

ited the Chino Air Museum 
where our senior citizen's sta-
tus saved us a buck each off 
the entrance fee. 

The Air Museum turned 
out to be a place called Planes 
of Fame - a largely volunteer- 
run warehousing of famous 
airplanes from Kitty hawk to 
Apollo. They collect derelict 
planes from around the world, 
fix them up and display them 
in their best finery.  

The audio guide was most 
informative and was deeply 
layered so you could find out 
the full details of Wilbur and 
Orville's aerodynamic wing 
design breakthrough if you 
had the patience. We all decid-
ed that the first folks to strap 
into a vehicle that went 6 miles 
up and 600 mph fast was much 
braver (and smaller) than any 
of us.  

We stopped at Flo's Airport 
Cafe at the end of the runway 
across the street from a dairy 
herd and stumbled into yet an-
other adventure. The place was 
as packed so we knew we had 
found a local watering hole. 

Our server treated us with 
all the respect first time guests 
deserve (not much), and we 
entertained ourselves by read-
ing the business card ads lami-
nated to the tables. If we ever 
need our cows artificially in-
seminated in Chino we now 
know who to call - 24 hours a 
day.  

Hear all about Flo’s res-
taurant and more of Maynard’s 
toaster next time. Let me 
know what you are thinking at  
b.hughlett@verizon.net.
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call today for a 
complimentary
implant consultation

Aarti Shah, DDS                               
562-809-8482

With this ad. One per family.                                     
Valid for non-insurance patients only.

Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Offer expires: 12/31/13

  $39 exam
Exam, X-rays & Cleaning

new patients only. scaling extra.                           
(in absence of gum disease)

Aarti Shah, DDS  
562-809-8482

 With this ad. 
Valid for non-insurance patients only.

Not valid with other offers or prior services.
Offer expires: 12/31/13

General & Cosmetic
Dentistry

Aarti Shah, DDS
17613 Pioneer Blvd. 
Artesia, CA  90701

562-809-8482
www.shahdentistry.com

For all your family dental needs.

By Janet Beach

Cerritos Community Re-
gional Park has a new piece of 
artwork, a mural on the outside 
wall facing Bloomfield Avenue.
The art project was a partner-
ship between the County of 
Los Angeles Parks and Recre-
ation Department and the Los 
Angeles County Arts Com-
mission.

Under the direction of art-
ist Raul Paulino Baltazar, the 
mural was created over a six-
week period by teenagers Sar-
ah Chang, Lila Chu, Sumiko 
Ramirez, Mikey De La Rosa, 
Daniel De La Rosa, Patricia 
Calderon, Selena Calderon, 
David Mandalia, Ikenna Sker-
rett, Casey Crocker, Monico 
Perez and Nina Hernandez.

The Senior Project Man-
ager was Pauline Kamiyama, 
and the Assistant Project Man-
ager was Jennifer Lieu.

Recreation Supervisor 
Angel Baltazar, and Recreation 
Leaders Kyanna Ross, Margo 
Gordon and Betty Esinoza 
were also involved.

The project was created to 
not only teach painting tech-
niques, but to help the partici-
pants learn organizational and 

team building skills.
The goal of the mural proj-

ect was to beautify Cerritos 
Regional Park and effectively 
communicate a narrative de-
scribing the history of the re-
gion now called Cerritos.

The mural depicts ac-
tivities that occur at Regional 
Park, including exercise ma-
chines, playground, cyclist, 
wheelchair athlete, elders re-
laxing, Knabe Katch, female 
runner, ducks, dogs and more.

It also incorporates imag-
es from the history of the city 
and landscape of the area, such 
as the San Gabriel Mountai-
ins, Dairy Valley, Ranch Los 
Coyotes, San Gabriel Mission, 
Douglas C-47 and others.

“Each of the vignettes 
featured on the mural is po-
sitioned in historic, aesthetic, 
ironic subjective relationship 
to other subjective images and 
thus are not meant to be read 
literally but rather poetically,” 
said Baltazar.

The mural, painted on can-
vas and then attached to the wall, 
is 12 feet high and 24 feet wide. 
It was created using the Plein 
Air technique of painting.

The Cerritos Fine Arts and 
Historical Commission unani-

Teens Paint New Mural Depicting Scenes 
at Cerritos Community Regional Park

Created by students in the LA County Teen Program and painted in a Plein Air technique of painting, the new mural 
depicts scenes and activities at Cerritos Community Regional Park. The art project was a partnership between the 
County of Los Angeles Parks and Recreation Department and the Los Angeles County Arts Commission. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
deputies made an arrest of a Cerritos 
burglary suspect on Nov. 18, thanks to 
a report from an observant neighbor.

At approximately 12:01 p.m. on 
Nov.18, Cerritos Sheriff’s Station 
deputies responded to a prowler-re-
port call. 

The caller advised Cerritos Sher-
iff’s Station deputies that he saw a 
male carrying a bag jump over a fence 
into a neighbor’s backyard. 

Responding units from the Cerri-
tos Sheriff’s Station contained the lo-
cation and deputies located the male 
jumping fences. 

Deputies detained the suspect as 
he exited the backyard of a home on a 
Cerritos residential street. 

Cerritos Resident Foils Attempted Burglary

mously approved the art proj-
ect and education program at 
its September meeting.

The Los Angeles County 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation and the Los Angeles 
County Arts Commission will 
be responsible for routine 
maintenance and graffiti re-
moval if needed.

 The LA County Teen 
Program encourages success 
through hard work, commit-
ment and dedication to the 
community. 

The young people in the 
program show concern for 
each other and integrate the 
County of Los Angeles De-
partment of Parks and Recre-
ation Principles of “Creating 
Community Through People, 
Parks and Programs.”

Teens interested in joining 
the LA County Teen Program 
may pick up a flyer and ap-
plication at the Cerritos Com-
munity Park office at 19800 
Bloomfield Ave.

Witnesses reported observing the 
suspect attempting to enter the side 
door of at least one residential garage. 
The suspect, a 19-year-old Gardena 
resident, was arrested for attempted 
burglary.

Cerritos Sheriff’s Station detec-
tives are handling the follow-up inves-
tigation.

Cerritos residents are encouraged 
to observe the activities in their neigh-
borhood and report any suspicious ac-
tivity to the Cerritos Sheriff’s Station 
by calling (562) 860-0044. 

To report an emergency or a crime 
in progress, residents should call 911. 
More crime prevention tips are avail-
able on the City’s Safer Cerritos web-
site at safercerritos.com. 

The Cerritos Girls Softball 
Association, 8 years old  and 
younger, received Certificates 
of Recognition from the Cer-
ritos City Council at its Nov. 
19 meeting, for being crowned 
Champions of the 2013 San 
Dieguito Memorial Day Tour-
nament held in Encinitas. 

They were also crowned 
Champions of the Tustin 
Romp Tournament held in En-
cinitas and the Tustin Romp 
Tournament in June after go-
ing underdefeated in tourna-
ment play. 

The team claimed second 
place in the Los Angeles South 

Cerritos Council Recognizes 
Cerritos Girls Softball Team

Bay Tournament on June 23 in 
the City of Long Beach and 
qualified and competed in the 
State Tournament in Lancaster 
on July 5-7.

Members of the team are 
Chelsa Axzevedo, Kately 
Caneda, Piper Garcia, Sarah 
Gutierrez, Mikala Huskey, 
Megan Maki, Sophia Mag-
cale, Jadyn Nelson, Adriana 
Portillo, Joslyn Purcell, Mia 
Rodriguez and Makayla Sur.

Guiding the team to their 
championship season were 
Coaches Raymond Portillo, 
Richard Garcia, David Huskey 
and Roger Caneda.

Cerritos Mayor Bruce Barrows presents a proclamation from the city to 
the Cerritos Girls Softball Association, 8 years old  and younger team and 
their coaches on Nov. 18.

Learn About the Cerritos 
Public Art Program

Visit
www.cerritos.us/

VISITORS/
art_in_public_places.php

waited excitedly to sit on his 
lap and tell him their Christ-
mas wishes.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by Liberty Park Tot Lot, 
Cerritos Park East Tot Lot, Her-
itage Park Tot Lot, New Life 
Bell Choir, Tammy Tsai Violin 
Studio, and Prelude holiday 
music performance by 9-year-
old Alexis Cunningham.

Additional performances 
were provided by the Nixon 
Musical Troupe, Joy of Sing-
ing, California Education 
Center Happy Feet Dance 
Class featuring Leal Elemen-
tary Students, ABC Harmony, 
Cerritos/Whittman Elemen-
tary School Choirs.Heralding 
trumpeters concluded the eve-
ning activities.

Santa Arrives in Cerritos From Page 1

Alexis CunninghamTammy Tsai Violin Studio
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Restaurant Review

  Our Readers’ 
  Favorite Restaurants

Karen Richards - A’Roma Ristorante
30 Centerpointe Dr., La Palma  
I love the “Chicken Cardinale” with a red pepper on top.

Jim Edwards - Wood Ranch, 12801 Towne Center Dr., 
Cerritos - Love the “Tri-Tip Dinner”!

Melanie Broad - El Rocoto, 11433 South St., Cerritos   
“Authentic Peruvian Food”

Tom Beach - Red Chile, 10826 Alondra Blvd., 
Cerritos - The Chili Colorado is so delicious!

Alina Lee (5 yrs. old) - Soup Plantation, Lakewood  -  
“Macaroni & Cheese” please!

Katie Miller - Lazy Dog Cafe, 278 Los Cerritos Mall, 
Cerritos - Nice patio; can take your dog

Readers: Send us your favorite restaurant and why you 
like it. Or recommend a local restaurant for us to review.

ASHOKATHE GREAT

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA  90701 562-809-4229

 

Hometown Boys Make Good

By Larry Caballero 
& William Lee

Tommy Ortega, Eddie 
Gonzalez, Todd Tsujioka and 
Paul Chang have known each 
other for most of their lives, 
attending the same local ABC 
schools and enjoying the same 
interests. So it was no sur-
prise when they decided to 
team up and open a new 
3,100 square foot restaurant 
in Cerritos called Amor Y 
Tacos Mexican Kitchen & 
Cantina.

Ortega is also the own-
er of Ortega 120 Mexican 
Restaurant in Redondo 
Beach, and he is proud to 
offer his customers a “modern 
Mexican cuisine experience,” 
while Gonzalez is happy to 
show off the unique handmade 
leather furniture from Mexico. 
He owns Shipmates Restaurant 

and Sports Bar in Cerritos.
Customers enjoy an open 

kitchen style, a tortilla station 
that makes fresh tacos daily, a 
full bar and its signature dish 
called Tour de Taco, which 
includes five tacos, rice and 
beans.  

Platos Especiales include 
chile braised short rib taqui-
tos; the King Dragon dish of 
spiced roasted duck tacos; and 
a Mexican Coca Cola Glazed 
Pork Belly dish of slow roasted 

One of the owners of Amor Y Tacos, Tommy Ortega, puts the finishing touch-
es on a plate of tacos at his new restaurant that recently opened in Cerritos.

 NOW 
OPEN!

Amor Y Tacos = Love & Tacos

13333 South Street
Cerritos, CA 90703  

562-860-Amor (2667) 
AmoryYTacos.com

pork belly, Mexican coke and 
ancho chile glaze, sweet potato 
puree, roasted cherry tomatoes 
and fennel arugula salad.

Their carne asada dish is a 
great value that includes sea-
soned vegetables, frijoles de 
olla and tortillas of choice, and 
you can top it off with their 
signature beverage, an Amor 
Margarita infused with pineap-
ple sauza, orange, lime, agave 
and chile sugar salt.

Waitress Betty Avendano 
is always willing and able to 
serve you, and Gonzalez and 
Chang are always ready to 
greet friends and neighbors 
who come to dine. 

“Many of our customers 
have heard about us from their 
friends who want to come to 
check out our great food and 
the rustic vintage early 1900’s 

surroundings,” said Gon-
zalez. “We’re not your 
standard cookie cutter 
franchise Mexican res-
taurant, and our custom-
ers like that.” 

Amor Y Tacos is a 
family oriented restaurant 
with a child’s, lunch and 
take out menus.It is locat-
ed at 13333 South Street 

in Cerritos.
Hours are Mon.-Thu. 11-10 

p.m., Fri. & Sat. 11-1 a.m., and 
Sun. 10-9 p.m. Check them out 
www.amorytacos.com or call 
562-860-2667. 

Critically 
acclaimed Chef 
Thomas Ortega 

brings his culinary 
talents to his 
hometown 
of Cerritos. 

 

THE BEST LUNCH 
BUFFET IN TOWN!

Just Keep on Truckin’

By William Lee

Last Wednesday night, my 
wife and I wanted to experi-
ence a new culinary delight by 
picking up some dinner from 
the Food Trucks, located in the 
Babies R Us parking lot.

It was like experiencing a 
food festival atmosphere right 
here in Cerritos! After walking 
around and looking at the nine 
trucks, it was hard to choose 
what to order.

We finally decided to get 
the 6-piece Bone-In Chicken 
from Belly bomZ for $8, which 
turned out to be so tender and 
delicious! And we couldn’t re-

sist getting some lobster as well.
When we stepped up the 

Cousins Maine Lobster truck, 
I thought the name sounded 
familiar. Then it dawned on 
me that the two young owners 
had been on Shark Tank and 
had started their business with 
the help of Barbara Corcoran. 

I ordered the Main Lob-
ster Roll for $12.75. Though a 
bit expensive, it was very tasty 
and worth every penny.

If you are looking for a 
unique dining experience, roll 
on over to the Food Trucks on  
every Wednesday night from 
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. You definite-
ly won’t be disappointed. 

Cousins and owners of Maine Lobster, Jim Tselikis and Sabin Lomac, cel-
ebrate their success with Barbara Corcoran of the TV show “Shark Tank.”
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Coat Collection
Soroptimist International of Artesia-Cerritos is teaming up with One Warm 
Coat to provide coats to assist homeless and low income people     in our 
community.  All new and gently used clean coats will be donated to:

Naomi House - a residential shelter for homeless female Vets 
co-sponsored by the Salvation Army and  Los Angeles Veterans Hospital 
Lydia House - a shelter for women and children supported by the Long 
Beach Mission.

Where do you donate your coat?
	Give it to a Soroptimist Member 
	Drop it off at one of our meetings, (2nd and 4th Wed.,    

6 p.m. @ Coco’s) 
	Call Pat Law at (562) 537-9117  for questions or pick up 

arrangements 

January 31, 2014 is the last day to donate

“One cannot help themselves if no one is willing to assist”

Dear Duchess,
I know that Thanksgiving 
is right around the corner, 
but we am craving some 
BBQ ribs. Where do     we 
go?
Rusty and Ricky

Dear R and R,
I know what you mean…..
BBQ is always so good!  
The place that I would 
recommend is Wood 
Ranch. Now that is what I 
am talking about!!!! Their 
beef ribs are out of sight... 
like totally so delicious!!! 
What time should I 
join you for dinner?      
Duchess

Dear Duchess,
I am feeling kind of 
worried about my 
mommy. She seems to be 
very, very busy and I am 
not sure what is going on. 
What should I do?
Confused in Cerritos

Are you having problems 
with your human? Please 
email me at mkimsey@
thegatewayguardian.com.  
Don’t forget to send along 
a photo.

Duchess is a gorgeous, 
5-year-old English bulldog 
who loves her mistress and 
cookies. She is in the process 
of writing her autobiography.

  
  

  
 

Help Support Local Schools - By shopping at Lakewood, Los 
Cerritos and Stonewood Centers you can help local participating 
schools receive a share of $50,000! Schools earn points for each 
dollar spent at the stores, restaurants, kiosks and movie theaters at 
any of the three shopping centers. Bring your original receipts dated 
between Sept. 15, 2013 and May 15, 2014 to Guest Services at any 
of the centers to start earning points. Plus, you can get bonus points 
through participation in center events and special promotions. 

Santa Photos & Offers - Now through Dec. 24, 2013
Santa is now available for photos and visits at his Winter Wonder-
land house, located near Forever 21.  Save 35% on the Rudolph 
Package, which includes (3) 5x7 portraits; (3) 4x6 portraits, (4)       
3½ x5 portraits and (12) wallet-size portraits along with a digital 
download and a $20 online credit to My Album Pics.com. 
Offer must be redeemed by Dec. 22, 2013.

Spark of Love Toy Drive  - Join Los Cerritos Center, ABC7 and 
Southern California Firefighters in celebrating the 21st annual Spark 
of Love Toy Drive! The campaign collects new, unwrapped toys and 
sports equipment for children and teens in Los Angeles, San Bernar-
dino, Orange, Ventura and Riverside counties. Drop off your new, un-
wrapped toys or sports equipment at your local fire station or to Guest 
Services at Los Cerritos Center now through Dec. 23. You can also 
drop off at a participating Starbucks in L.A. or Orange counties and 
get a free latte!

Santa Paws Pet Photo Nights - Los Cerritos Center is partnering 
with Best Friends Animal Society for a night of photos, fun and pet 
adoptions on Tuesdays, Dec. 3, 10 & 17, 6 - 8 p.m. at Santa’s Set in 
front of Forever 21. Guests are invited to bring their furry friends 
for photos with Santa Claus on these days. $2 from every pet photo 
package purchased will be donated to Best Friends Animal Society. 
Best Friends will be on-site hosting pet adoptions during each Pet 
Photo Night. School Cents members who adopt a pet during the 
event will receive 2,500 bonus points for their school. 

Naughty or Nice Sweepstakes! 
Enter for a chance to WIN a $10,000 Mall Gift Card Shopping 
Spree! ENTER TODAY! NO PURCHASE NECESSARY.  Void 
where prohibited. Ends Dec. 24, 2013. To play and for Official 
Rules, visit MallSweepstakes.com. Must be a legal resident of the  
50 US (& D.C.) and at least 18.  Limit one entry per person, per 
day. See each card for its terms & conditions of purchase.

Lazy Dog & Regal Have Teamed Up - Now through July 31, 2014 
Lazy Dog Restaurant & Bar and Regal Cinemas have teamed up to 
bring you movies for only $8 with the purchase of an entree. While 
supplies last. One ticket per entree.Ask your server for details. Re-
deem at any Regal Entertainment location

Give Something That Means Something
Join us in sending notes of thanks and well wishes to veterans, mili-
tary families and active-duty service members around the world at our 
American Red Cross Holiday Mail for Heroes station, located near 
Guest Services from now until Dec. 1. Simply complete one of the 
cards provided with a holiday greeting, and we will take care of send-
ing a “touch of home” to our troops in time for the holidays. 
 
For information about any of the above events, please visit the 
mall web site: wwwshoploscerritos.com/events

Los Cerritos Center Events
Brighten The Holidays

By Edna Ethington

Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club 
unanimously elected its new 
slate of officers for 2014 at 
their Oct. 10 Business Meet-
ing. Since current President 
Danny Chang and many 
members have such busy per-
sonal schedules, 2013 Presi-
dent Danny Chang will be 
returning for a second term 
as a Co-President. 

All but one of the offi-
cers’ positions for 2014 will  
be shared by two members 
as follows: Co-Presidents, 
Danny Chang and Ann Kho; 
1st Vice-Presidents (Pro-
gram Chairs), Dr. Darlyne 
Fujimoto and Glenda Ujiie;  
2nd Vice-Presidents (Mem-
bership Chairs), Joan Oshiro 
and Janie Aguirre; 3rd Vice-
President (Public Perfor-
mance), Hedy Harrison-An-
duha and Liberty Santiago; 

Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club Elects New Officers
Corresponding Secretaries 
(Refreshment Coordinators), 
Bobbie Mizuno and Anna 
Bush; Recording Secretaries, 
Gladys Yoshii and Winona 
Chang, and Treasurer, Al Sho-
ta. The new officers will take 
office in January of 2014.

Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club 
usually meets bi-monthly at 
the Cerritos Senior Center 
at Pat Nixon Park at 12340 
South Street in Cerritos on 
the second Thursday of each 
month from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and on the last Tues-
day of the month from 6:00 
to 9:00 p.m. Special events 
may be scheduled for differ-
ent days and places for holi-
days, the club’s anniversary, 
or other celebrations.

Membership in Da’ Ha-
waii Seniors Club is open to 
residents of Cerritos and res-
idents of other cities who are 
interested in learning more 

about  Hawaiian cultural tra-
ditions and participating in 
singing songs, playing the 
ukulele or guitar and dancing 
different ethnic dances.  

The number of residents 
and non-residents of Cer-
ritos that can be accepted 
for membership in the club 
is limited, due to the size of 
meeting rooms.  At this time, 
there are a few openings for 
membership in Da’ Hawaii 
Seniors Club for residents of 
Cerritos, and there is also a 
waiting list for non-residents 
who are interested in joining 
the club. The membership fee 
for new members is $20 for 
the year 2014.

Cerritos residents inter-
ested in joining Da’ Hawaii 
Seniors Club as members can 
contact Membership  Co-Chair 
Joan Oshiro at 562-865-1982. 
Non-residents may ask to be 
placed on the waiting list.        

Dear Confused,
I think your mommy 
has pre-holiday stress!!! 
The best way to help 
her out of this is to 
take her SHOPPING!!! 
There is scientific proof 
that shopping is a great 
de-stressor!!! I would 
suggest a nice morning 
at the Los Cerritos Mall 
and then a delicious lunch 
at Lazy Dog. Lazy Dog 
has so many delicious 
lunches, and they LOVE 
dogs.You can sit with 
your mommy in the 
patio area, and Lazy Dog 
even gives you a fresh 
bowl of water and some 
doggie biscuits. There 
is a fabulous painting of 
my cousin Brutus on the 
wall and just behind the 
counter.  Check him out; 
he is really at stud muffin, 
single and so handsome! 
BOW BOW!!!
Duchess
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Research shows that a 
child’s brain is especially re-
ceptive to learning a second 
language. Why not take ad-
vantage of that window and 
have your child learn Manda-
rin Chinese, the most widely 
spoken language in the world.  

Established in 1972, Cer-
ritos Chinese School (CCS) 
has been teaching the Chinese 
language locally for over 40 
years. CCS currently offers 15 
courses on Saturday mornings 
from 9 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. that 
cater to a full spectrum of lan-
guage skills. 

The student body spans 

ranges from preschool chil-
dren to adults, from the non-
speaker to the more advanced 
student preparing for the AP or 
SAT II (accredited class). The 
school is proud to be offering 
its second year of “Chinese as 
a Foreign Language” courses, 
which focus primarily on de-
veloping conversational skills. 

In addition, all CCS stu-
dents participate in activity 
classes that introduce various 
aspects of the Chinese culture. 
Some of our classes include 
Chinese knotting, Chinese 
calligraphy, Chinese beading, 
Chinese folk dance, Chinese 
yo-yo, and kung-fu. 

Students are also encour-
aged to join in a variety of 
community events and ex-
tracurricular activities (such 
as the Cerritos Festival of 
Friendship, CCS Chinese New 

It’s Never Too Late to Learn a 2nd Language

The holiday season is 
a joyous time for most. For 
some, however, it can be a 
difficult time when they find 
themselves without a loved 
on who has passed on. Path-
ways Volunteer Hospice offers 
a meaningful way for them to 
celebrate the holidays.

“Light Up A Life” is a beau-
tiful and sentimental ceremony 
that allows people a special op-
portunity to remember and hon-
or their loved ones. 

A gift of $20 provides a 
shining light on the “Light Up 
A Life” holiday tree. The name 
of the person being honored 
or memorialized is listed on 
“Light Up A Life” scrolls dis-
played by several trees during 
the month of December at li-
braries in Lakewood, Cerritos, 

‘Light Up A Life’ This Holday Season
Paramount and Long Beach.

On Dec. 9 from 7-8 p.m. 
a tree lighting ceremony will 
take place at The Centre at 
Sycamore Plaza.  This moving 
ceremony provides a heartfelt 
way to honor and remember 
those we love and those who 
have passed on.  It’s open to 
anyone who would like to at-
tend, free of charge and no res-
ervation is required.

One of the many services 
that Pathways Volunteer Hos-
pice provides is compassionate 
support to grieving families 
and individuals.  

All of their services are 
free.  For more information on 
their services, or how you can 
participate in the “Light Up A 
Life” program, call 562-531-
3031. Year Celebration and various 

academic and art contests). 
Moreover, CCS offers an 

adult conversation course for 
those who consider it never 
too late to pick up another lan-
guage. Many of our students 
have discovered that learning 
Mandarin Chinese can serve 
as an advantage in our increas-
ingly interconnected world. 

In its 41st year, Cerritos 
Chinese School has remained 
true to its mission of providing 
Chinese language instruction 
and promoting the Chinese 
culture in the community. 

Saturday morning classes 
are held at Carmenita Middle 
School, 13435 E. 166th St., Cer-
ritos, CA 90703. For more infor-
mation, please visit our website: 
www.cerritoschineseschool.
org/. Email us at info@ccasc.org 
or call (562) 865-8272. 

STUFF THE BUS IN CERRITOS!
Area residents had a 

chance to make the holidays 
special for less fortunate 
children at the annual Spark 
of Love Toy Drive at the Los 
Cerritos Center on Nov. 22 
from 4:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

For 21 years,  ABC7 
News and firefighters from 
Los Angeles, Orange, Riv-
erside, San Bernardino and 
Ventura counties, along with 
the Los Angeles City Fire 
Department, have joined 
forces to run the Spark of 
Love Toy Drive. 

Firefighters were on 
hand to help load toys onto 
the 6 buses lined up in the 
mall parking lot. Some 
people brought a new, un-
wrapped toy or sports equip-
ment, while others donated 
bags full or cases of toys. 

ABC7 Weatherman Garth 
Kemp (dressed as a giant elf) 
and Santa were there to assist 
and pose for pictures. 

Toys collected in the re-
spective counties are distrib-
uted locally. Last year alone, 
Spark of Love collected over 
500,000 toys within all five 
counties.

The Irving I. Moskowitz  
Foundation donated $100,000  
to the American Red Cross to 
help the victims of Typhoon Hai-
yan, which devastated  the city of 
Tacloban in the Philippines.  

Sal Flores, who made the 
presentation,  said the Moskow-
itz Foundation  has donated mil-

lions of dollars over the years, 
both locally and throughout the 
world in times of need. The pre-
sentation was made at the Ha-
waiian Gardens Bingo Club.

Accepting for the Red 
Cross was  Donya Webb, Di-
rector of Development for the 
Greater Long Beach Chapter. 

Moskowitz  Foundation Donates $100,000 
to American Red Cross for Philippines Victims

(Top) Firemen accept toys and 
get ready to load them on the 
buses. (Left) ABC7 Weather-
man Garth Kemp and Santa add 
a Spark of Love to the event. A 
fireman shows off some bas-
ketballs that were donated.   

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos Chamber of Commerce’s 
11th Annual Turkey Bowl Tournament 
was  held on Nov. 21 at the AMF Cerritos 
Lanes. 

Employers and their employees, fam-
ily and friends bowled, and President Julie 
Emerson described the event as an after-
noon of  good fun and an opportunity for 
networking and team building.

Best Team Score was won by AMF 
Cerritos Lane Team who won the Fowl 
Flock “Best Team” Trophy. Gutter Butter-
ball Award went to Phillip M., Los Cer-
ritos Center Team for the lowest indivi-  
dual score. Garnering the Wattle Award 

Cerritos Chamber of Commerce Hosts Annual Turkey Bowl
for best team shirts was the Norm Reeves 
Honda Team.

Event sponsors were Cal-Met Services, 
Turkey Sponsor; Strike Sponsors included 
Cerritos Acura, Funeraria Del Angel Bell-
flower Mortuary, Office of Supervisor Don 
Knabe, and Prudential California Realty.

Lane sponsors were AALR&R, B&B 
Stables, Bob and Marianne Hughlett, 
Gateway Guardian, LBS Financial Credit 
Union, Melanie Broad - LPL Financial 
Advisor, Southern California Gas Com-
pany and Vape Rev.

Food sponsors included BJ’s, Buffalo 
Wild Wings, Downey’s Desserts, Eagle’s 
Nest Clubhouse, Sanchez Restaurant & 
Catering, Stacked and Walmart.

The Vape Revolution team - Tony Bor-
riboonratana, Dorothy Owen, Amber Lee 
and E.J. Bautista - get ready  for the 11th  
Annual Turkey Bowl competition. Team 
Knabe members Jim Edwards and Erin 
Stibal get ready to start the first game.
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Start of the Advent Season
Advent is the period pre-

ceding Christmas that begins 
on the Sunday nearest to Nov. 
30 and covers four Sundays. 
Because the day it begins 
changes from year to year, so 
does the length of each Advent 
season. In 2013, Advent be-
gins on Dec. 1.

The word advent means 
“the coming” in Latin. For 
centuries, Advent has been 
a time of spiritual reflection, 
as well as cheer and anticipa-
tion. Christian families and 
churches light candles on the 
Advent wreath, and children 

use Advent calendars to count 
the days until Christmas. 

History of the Advent Season
During the Middle Ages, 

Avent became associated with 
preparation for the Second 
Coming. In early days, Advent 
lasted from Nov. 11, the feast 
of St. Martin, until Christmas 
Day. 

Advent was considered a 
pre-Christmas season of Lent, 
when Christians devoted them-
selves to prayer and fasting. 
Today, it is considered a time 
of anticipating the nativity on 
Christmas Day. 

Advent Wreaths
Advent wreaths have their 

origins in the folk traditions of 
northern Europe, where in the 
winter people lit candles on 
wheel-shaped bundles of ev-
ergreen.

An Advent wrreath tradi-
tionally contains four candles - 
three purple and one rose. The 
three purple candles symbolize 
hope, peace and love. These 
candles are lit on the first, 
second and fourth Sundays of 
Advent. The rose candle sym-
bolizes joy and is usually lit on 
the third Sunday. Sometimes 
a fifth candle is placed inside 

the Advent wreath.This white 
candle is lit on Christmas Day 
and it is associated with An-
gels and the birth of Jesus.

Advent Calendars
An Advent calendar is a 

card or poster with 24 small 
doors, one to be opened each 
day from Dec. 1 until Christ-
mas. Each door conceals a pic-
ture - orginally images from 
the Hebrew Bible. Today, 
however, many Advent calen-
dars have no religious content 
and are considered a fun way 
of counting down the days un-
til Christmas.

History & Meaning of Advent, Wreaths & Calendars
Advent Wreath

By Melinda Kimsey
 
Words can never ad-

equately convey the incred-
ible impact of our attitude on 
our lives. Most people would 
agree that life is 10 percent of 
what happens to us and 90 per-
cent how we respond to it. 

The single most signifi-
cant decision that a person can 
make on a day-to-day basis 
is the choice of attitude. It is 
more important than the past, 
the balance in the savings ac-
count, the successes or failures 
of life, fame or pain, what other 
people think of a certain person 
or what other people say about 
that person, the circumstance 
of life or the position a person 

has in any organization. 
Attitude keeps a person 

going or can cripple the prog-
ress. It alone will fuel the fire of 
perseverance or assault hope. 
When the attitude is right, 
there is no barrier too high, no 
valley too deep, no dream too 
extreme, and no challenge too 
great.  Charles R. Swindoll  

“This you know, my be-
loved brethren, but everyone 
must be quick to hear, slow 
to speak and slow to anger. 
For the anger of man does not 
achieve the righteousness of 
God.” James 1:19-20.

This brings to mind a fa-
mous remark, and it often re-
minds of speaking before one 
thinks. “It is better to be silent 

and be considered a fool, than 
to speak and remove all doubt.” 
We are reminded of this in 
Ecclesiastes 10:3. “Yea also, 
when he that is a fool walketh 
by the way, his wisdom faileth 
him, and he saith to everyone 
that he is a fool.” 

Also, it is good to remem-
ber that the tea kettle, although 
up to its neck in hot water, 
continues to sing. “Rejoice 
evermore. In everything give 
thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you.” Thessalonians 5: 16,18.  

Although the tongue 
weighs very little, few people 
are able to hold it. “Even so the 
tongue is a little member, and 
boasteth great things. Behold , 

how great a matter of little fire 
kindleth!” James 3:5.

There is a famous story 
about Ida and David who both 
wanted all their sons to graduate 
from college. They knew their 
boys would have to pay their 
own way since David did not 
earn very much money. Still, 
they encouraged their sons to 
achieve all that they could. 

However, one son, Arthur 
went directly from high school 
to a job. Another son, Edgar 
began to study law. When 
Dwight graduated, he did not 
have a goal in mind. 

So, he and his brother 
Edgar made a pact. Dwight 
would work and Edgar would 
study. While he was working 

Dwight found an opportunity 
that appealed to him…..the 
military. Specifically, a mili-
tary college----West Point. 

His parents were very dis-
appointed. Ida was convinced 
that military service was wick-
ed. David was also disappoint-
ed, but did not say anything 
and wisely gave words of en-
couragement. It was a prudent 
choice on the part of Ida and 
David. 

Several years later, to their 
great delight, their son, Dwight 
David Eisenhower became 
President of the United States. 
Refraining from giving advice 
may actually turn out to be the 
best gift a person can give an-
other person.

Attitude Has an Incredible Impact on Our Lives
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The annual Tri-Star Basketball 
Competition, a collective effort be-
tween the City of Cerritos and the Op-
timist Club of Cerritos, will be held on 
Dec. 7.

This event offers the youth in our 
community an opportunity to showcase 
their various basketball skills; dribbling, 
shooting, and passing. The winners ad-
vance to the Zone Competition. 

The Optimists ask that you pass  
along the information to your friends, 
coworkers, sons, daughters, and grand-
children. They do these events for the 
children, so the more the merrier. 

Volunteers are needed to come out 
and help supervise some of the testing 
stations or help with the registration 
desk. They may come for the entire 
event or for a portion of the time. 

For more information, call the Cerritos Sports Complex at 562-916-8590.
This event sponsored by the Cerritos Optimist International Club.

Cerritos Optimists to Co-Sponsor
Tri-Star Basketball Competition 

Winners from 
last year’s 
Tri-Star 
Basketball 
Competition 
show off their 
trophies.

The Red Bucket Food Drive    
Please check the expiration dates and bring non-perishable food 
items to help brighten the holidays for local families in need.
           Sample donations include:

    Evaporated Milk Instant Mashed Potatoes
    Dried Stuffing Mix Canned Vegetables
    Canned Yams  Pumpkin Pie FIlling
    Cranberry Sauce Dried Pasta
    Chicken Broth  Store Gift Cards

Auto Square Freeway Sign From Page 1

Funds derived from future Art in 
Public Places contributions from proj-
ects in the Auto Square will be used 
to fully reimburse any remaining out-
standing balance of the General Funds 
loan to the Art in Public Places Fund.

In his report to the Council, Carey 
said  it was the intent of the city to  con-
tinue to utilize a portion of the sign for 
the display of digital art that would be 
reviewed and approved by the Fine Arts 
and Historical Commission and the City 
Council prior to implementation.

Councilmember Carol Chen said 
she didn’t remember the Council  pre-
viously discussing the city’s loan to 
the Auto Dealers Association in prior 
meetings and questioned  why its was 
necessary. She said  if the city was go-
ing to finance 50 percent, the dealers 
should finance the remaining half.  

She said  there’s at least 15 mem-
bers in the Association, and it it would 
only cost them an estimated $30,000 
each. However, the majority of the 
council voted in favor of the  five-year 
loan at 3 percent interest. 

In other business, the Council 
awarded a $25,480 contract to Taylor 
Tennis Courts, Inc. of Rancho Santa 
Margarita to resurface the Cerritos Hi-
igh tennis courts. Work is scheduled to 
be completed during the ABC Unified 
School District’s winter break from 
Dec. 21 to Jan. 5.

The Council also approved a reso-
lution establishing a renewable energy 
resource procurement plan for the 
city’s electric utility.

Assistant City Engineer Kanna  
Vancheswaren said the Cerritos Elec-
tric Utility (CEU) provides electric ser-
vice to the city for its own uses and to 
certain retail customers within the city. 
He explained Cerritos is a member of 
the Southern California Public Power 
Authority (SCPPA), and in connection 
with its membership in SCPPA, the 
city obtained a long-term, take-or-pay 
obligation for 4.2 percent of the elec-
trical output from the Magnolia Power 
Project (MPP).

Over the years, electrical out-
put from MPP has been greater than 
CEU’s customer load requirements. 
With recent efforts to increase sales, 
CEU expects to have unmet energy 
requirements in the future that can be 
met with other resources, including re-
newable resources.

Finally, the City Council approved 
a Memorandum of Understanding be-
tween the city of Cerritos and the Los 
Angeles Gateway Regional Integrated 
Water Management Joint Powers Au-
thority for Administration and Cost 
Sharing to develop watershed manage-
ment Programs for the lower San Ga-
briel River and Los Angeles Cerritos 
Channel Watershed Groups.

On June 22, the Cerritos Sports Complex and Los Angeles County Regional Park hosted 
the Inaugural Into the Summer Fun Run/Walk and Health Fair fundraising event. The 
ABCUSD Education Foundation Chairman Mark Anthony and Foundation members  
presented ribbons of appreciation  to the Cerritos City Council members for their efforts 
in making the event  a success. The Foundation raised approximately $37,000.  

ABCUSD Foundation Says  Thank You to Cerritos 

to the progress that Hawaiian Gardens 
has made: Activate Hawaiian Gardens 
and ABC Unified School District, and 
Tri City Regional Medical Center.

LMCTC is a major component of 
First Lady Michelle Obama’s compre-
hensive Let’s Move! initiative, which 
is dedicated to solving the childhood 
obesity epidemic within a generation. 

A total of 330 cities, towns and 
counties from 46 states and the District 
of Columbia, which collectively repre-
sent more than 56 million Americans, 
have committed to the initiative’s five 
goals. 

 The National League of Cities 
(NLC) has awarded more than 1,000 
bronze, silver and gold “medals” to rec-
ognize local elected officials who have 
made progress in achieving these goals.

As part of LMCTC, local elected 
officials are working towards the fol-
lowing goals:

Goal I: Start Early, Start Smart: 
Promoting best practices for nutrition, 
physical activity, and screen time in 
early care and education settings

Goal II: My Plate, Your Place: 
Prominently displaying MyPlate in 
all municipal or county venues where 
food is served.

Goal III: Smart Servings for Stu-

dents: Increasing participation in 
school breakfast and lunch programs

Goal IV: Model Food Service: 
Implementing healthy and sustain-
able food service guidelines that are 
aligned with the Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans

Goal V: Active Kids at Play: In-
creasing opportunities for physical ac-
tivity

NLC is working in partnership 
with the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, and with the 
support of the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, the National Association of 
Counties and other nonprofit organi-
zations, to assist local elected officials 
who join LMCTC as they implement 
policy and environmental changes to 
prevent childhood obesity. 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation has awarded NLC a grant to 
provide technical assistance to local 
elected officials working to create 
healthier communities and prevent 
childhood obesity, including sites par-
ticipating in LMCTC.

For more information about LM-
CTC and Hawaiian Gardens’ accom-
plishments, please visit www.Healthy-
CommunitiesHealthyFuture.org.

Hawaiian Gardens Let’s Move  From Page 5                                                          

Donations are being accepted at the Cerritos Senior Center, Cerritos Library, 
Cerritos City Hall, Cerritos Park East and Cerritos Sheriff’s Station/Commu-
nity Saftety Center until Dec. 13. For more information, call (562) 916-8550.
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MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595

www.michaelsfieldslaw.com/

Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Cerritos Senior Center
12340 South Street

A Variety of Vendors
Crafts for Children
Visit with Santa
Strolling Entertainment
Refreshments for Sale

For additional information, 
please call the 

Cerritos Senior Center 
(562) 916-8550


