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By Jerry Bernstein

Hawaiian Gardens cele-
brated its 50th anniversary  
in grand style April 5 with a 
parade that featured floats, 
marching bands, dignitaries in 
vintage and current automo-
biles and the star of the parade, 
at least the youngsters thought 
so, an elephant who bowed to 
the audience along the parade 
route.  

The parade, scheduled to 
start at 11 a.m., was delayed 
when sheriff deputies closed 
off sections of Carson Street 
and Norwalk Boulevard and 
some businesses, setting up a 
mobile command center in the 
parking lot of the Food 4 Less 
Supermarket on the corner of 
Norwalk and Carson.

A  man was wanted in con-

nection with an early morning 
shooting in Eastvale, about 
four miles north of Corona in 
Riverside County. Deputies 
said the man shot the mother 
of his children and then took 
her to the hospital, where she 
was treated for her injuries and 
was expected to survive. 

The children did not wit-
ness the shooting and were safe. 
He then fled, with the chase 
ending in Hawaiian Gardens 
after he had barricaded himself 
in his white Dodge truck.

Hawaiian Gardens 50th Anniversary Celebration
Almost Derailed by Shooting in Riverside County

At first the city thought it 
would have to cancel the pa-
rade, but sheriff deputies rec-
ommended the city change the 
parade route. Visitors and resi-
dents waited patiently for the 
parade to begin.

Grand Marshall was ABC 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, 
who acknowledged  the view-
ers from a convertible. She 
was followed  by Hawaiian 
Gardens Mayor Reynaldo Ro-
driguez, Mayor Pro Tem Barry 
Bruce, Councimembers Vic-
tor Farfan, Mariana Rios and  
Mike Gomez and the VFW - 
American Legion Post 7243. 
Celebrity Grand Marshall was 
Alejandro Luna and Honorary 
Grand Marshall Chief Ernie 
Salas.

Riding on the city of Hawaiian Gardens 50th Anniversary float, Miss Hawaiian Gardens, Adilene Rios, and her 
court smile as they wave to the crowds that lined the streets as they move along the parade route.

‘Community News’ Cited by Fair 
Political Practices Commission

Cerritos Council Gives Final Approval 
to Townhouse Project on Pioneer

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil recently congratulated Drs. 
Kamla and Hiro Badlani upon 
the occasion of their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. The Badlanis 
have one son, one daughter, 
and four grandchildren.

The couple was married 
in Bombay, India on Feb. 22, 
1964. Before immigrating to 
Cerritos in 1995, Dr. Kamla 
Badlani was a gynecologist, 

City of Cerritos Honors Drs. Kamla 
& Hiro Badlani’s 50th Anniversary

and Dr. Hiro Badlani was an 
ophthalmologist. For the last 
10 years, the Badlanis have 
worked as medical consultants 
in their son’s pharmacy. 

Hiro Badlani is also the 
author of Hinduism: Path of 
the Ancient Wisdom, which 
was published in the United 
States in 2008. An Indian edi-
tion of the book was published 
in 2014. 

The Cerritos City Council honored Drs. Hiro and Kamla Badlani (hold-
ing proclamation) upon the occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary. 
Friends and family members of the Badlanis joined in the presentation.

Tai the Elephant

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Council 
gave final approval of a tract 
map clearing the way for the 
construction of a 25-unit, three 
story residential townhome 
condominium development on 
Pioneer Boulevard northeast 
of South Street. The develop-
ment will consist of five build-
ings on an estimated 1.3 acre 
project site.

The project is located at 

18810 Pioneer Boulevard, 
directly north of an existing 
commercial center and directly 
south of a Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority owned right-of-way  
approximately 100 ft. wide. 

In other business, the 
council awarded a low bid of 
$32,484.21 for the purchase 
of a new 3/4-ton pickup truck 
with a utility bed for the Parks 
Maintenance Division. Low 
bider was Fairview Ford in 

San Bernardino. Three bids 
were submitted: Raceway Ford 
in Riverside at $34,449.48 and 
Georgr Chevrolet in Bellflow-
er at $37,836.22.

The council awarded a sole 
source contract to complete 
structural repairs at Camp Lib-
erty. Assistant City Engineer 
Kanna Vancheswaran said 
Camp Liberty is a  6,000 wood 
frame structure constructed 
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By Jerry Bernstein 

The Gateway Guardian 
has learned that Cerritos Com-
munity News Publisher Brian 
Hews has broken the law by 
violating the California’s Po-
litical Reform Act and was 
fined $5,000 by the state’s Fair 
Political Practices Commis-
sion.

In a ruling handed down 
by the Commission, Hews and 
the “Citizens for a Clean and 
Honest Local Government,” 
the PAC Hews formed and di-
rected, was accused of failing 
to file timely supplemental in-
dependent reports from Janu-
ary 1, 2013, through June 30, 
2013. 

He was also citied for pub-
lishing advertisements oppos-
ing the re-election of Cerritos 
Councilmember Carol Chen 
and Norwalk Councilmember 
Cheri Kelly, while failing to 
display a disclosure statement  
properly identifying the name 
of the committee in violation 
of the Government Code.

In a Feb. 1, 2013 advertise-

ment, the Cerritos Community 
News ran a derogatory adver-
tisement opposing Chen that 
degraded her character and 
accused her of being an agent 
of Communist China. Hews 
attributed the ad to the Ser-
vice Employees International 
Union (SEIU) headquartered 
in Los Angeles.

Union attorney Richard 
Rios said the Union had no 
involvement or responsibility 
for placing the advertisement 
and denounced the xenophobic 
message conveyed in the ad.

The union represents 
620,000 workers in California, 
including 10,000 who work 
for Los Angeles. When the 
Union denied having anything 
to do with the ad, Hews then 
attributed it to the local city 
union, AFCME Cerritos Local 
619, whose President denied 
AFCME had anything to do 
with the advertisement. 

The Cerritos Community 
News Publisher finally admit-
ted, after several more denials, 

  INSIDE:
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The Gateway Guardian is 
published bi-weekly. Contents 
of the newspaper may not be 
reproduced without the written 
permission of the Publisher.

Ad deadline is the Friday be-
fore publication date. Camera-
ready copy is accepted or 
custom ads may be designed 
by the staff. 

2014 Cerritos Optimists 
Youth Appreciation Awards

Artesia High School
David Garibay

Introduced by Mrs. Roselia Gomez

Cerritos High School
Erica Garcia

Introduced by Ms. Janice Peterson

Gahr High School
Ayah Zobi

Introduced by Mr. Jose Vasquez

Tracy High School
Esgar Godoy

Introduced by Ms. Pauline Calcote

Whitney High School
Ann Munoz

Introduced by Mr. Bryan Glonchak

Valley Christian High School
Dylan Rosser

Introduced by Mr. Jeff Westrup

“ABC Adult School’s 
Apprenticeship Program is 
designed to serve both its stu-
dents and local businesses,” 
said Todd Tabon, the new 
ABC Adult School Apprentice 
Coordinator.

Students enrolled in one 
or more of its career paths; 
Office Assistant, Administra-
tive Assistant, Accounting 
Clerk, Web Design, Graphic 
Media Design, Animated Me-
dia Design, IT Technician, or 
Medical Insurance Specialist, 
are able to participate in ABC 
Adult School’s Apprenticeship 
Program, where they can ap-
ply what they’ve learned in the 
classroom to real world situa-
tions.

The Apprenticeship Pro-
gram helps build students’ 
professional network and re-
sume, helps ease the transition 
from classroom to paid work 
and builds confidence.

Tabon said for local busi-
nesses that become internship 
sites, it gives them an opportu-
nity to receive trained workers 
at no cost, increases their ex-
posure within the community, 
and allows them to check out 
prospective workers with little 
or no risk to them.”

ABC Adult School is one 
of the largest adult schools in 
the state. “We’re fully accred-
ited,” said Tabon. “Our pro-
gram is less than six months 
old, but yet we already have 
16 companies willing to be on 
board and help our students 
with over 30 different appren-
ticeship programs.”

Tabon said he is looking 
for companies willing to part-
ner with ABC Adult School’s 
Apprenticeship Program. 

“Anyone who is interest-
ed in becoming an internship 
site or would like more infor-
mation can email me at Todd 
Tabon@abcusd or call me at 
(562) 229- 7963,” he said.

ABC Adult School 
Apprentice 
Program Serves 
Students &  
Businesses

City Council Recognizes 2 ABC Schools
The Cerritos City Council honored 
Carmenita Middle School for its 
recognition in the California 2014 
Schools to Watch program. Front 
row (l to r): ABC Superintendent 
Dr. Mary Sieu, ABC School Board 
President Sophia Tse, Carmenita 
Middle School Principal Kester 
Song, Music Teacher Alan Hall-
back, Dean of Students Deborah 
MGeary and Mayor Mark Pulido. 
Back row (l to r): Councilmember 
Joseph Cho, Ph.D., ABC School 
Board Members Soo Yoo and Ce-
lia Spitzer, Mayor Pro Tem Carol  
Chen, Councilmembers Bruce Bar-
rows and George Ray.

Cerritos City Council honored Tet-
zlaff Middle School for its recogni-
tion in the California 2014 Schools 
to Watch program. Front row (l to r): 
ABC Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, 
ABC School Board President So-
phia Tse, ABC School Board Mem-
ber Celia Spitzer, Tetzlaff Middle 
School Principal Crechena Wise, 
Assistant Principal Tom Woodward 
and Mayor Mark Pulido. Back row 
(l to r): Councilmember Joseph Cho, 
Ph.D., ABC School Board Member 
Soo Yoo, Councilmember George 
Ray, Mayor Pro Tem Carol Chen and 
Councilmember Bruce Barrows.

         SAVE THE DATE 

Community Family Guidance Center’s

24th Annual 
Golf Classic

For more information, contact Deidra McMorris 
at (562) 924-5526 or dmcmorris@cfgcenter.com

Campaign to Grow Strong Families 
and Prevent Child Abuse!

Monday, May 19
Rio Hondo Golf Club 

Downey, CA
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Artesia Easter Program
April 19  •  12 - 3 p.m.  A.J.Paddelford Park, 11870 169th St. 
Arts and crafts, egg dying, youth games, puppet show and 
delicious food. An Egg Hunt sponsored by the Artesia-
Cerritos Lions Club, takes place at 2:30 p.m. with a special 
visit from the Easter Bunny.

Cerritos Easter Egg Hunt
April 19  •   10 a.m.  Cerritos Regional Park                                                                                      
Egg hunt begins promptly at 10 a.m. for all ages                                     
Jumpers, Games & Crafts

Hawaiian Gardens Easter Egg Hunt
April 19  •  12 - 3 p.m.  Furgeson Elementary School
Egg hunt for 4 age categories- 2 to 13 yrs. old
Bring your own basket. Moon Bounce, Games,                         
Train Ride, Magic Show & More

La Palma Arbor Day Celebration
April 22  •  4:30 - 6 p.m. 
Edison Right of Way at Central Park
Planting Trees & Crafts for School-age Children 

Cerritos Neighborhood Watch Town Hall Meeting
April 23  •  7 p.m.  Cerritos Senior Center 

Cerritos Community Spring Festival
April 25, 26, & 27  •  Sports Complex (Regional Park)  

Artesia Cinco de Mayo Event
May 3  •  2 -  6 p.m.
AJ Padelford Park & North Artesia Community Center

By Larry Caballero

Several hundred family 
members and friends attend-
ed the 2015 Cerritos-Artesia 
Distinguished Young Women 
(DYW) Program April 6 at the 
Cerritos College Student Cen-
ter, where 22 juniors from Ar-
tesia, Cerritos, Gahr and Whit-
ney High Schools participated 
for scholarships in five catego-
ries that included talent, self-
expression, scholastics, fitness 
and interview.

The 2014 DYW Camille 
Cooley shared her experiences 
over the last 12 months and said 
that meeting so many young and 
gifted women from throughout 
California has definitely in-
spired her “to grow as a person 
and to reach for the stars.”

For the first time since the 
inception of the program, two 
young women, both Whitney 
juniors, were chosen to repre-
sent Cerritos-Artesia in the state 
competition later this year. 

Yasmine Diara was award-
ed $3,200 in scholarships for 
winning in three categories: 
Fitness, Interview and DYW 
Cerritos-Artesia 2015-EAST.

Nikita Govind was award-
ed $2,700 for winning in Tal-
ent and DYW Cerritos-Artesia 
2015-WEST.

Other winners included 
Whitney High School juniors 

Distinguished Young Women Scholarship 
Winners Announced At Cerritos College

Daphne Chiang, who won 
$2,000 for Scholastics and 
Alternate DYW, and Alison 
Chai, who won $400 for Spirit 
of DYW. The Spirit Award is 
presented to the participant 
who was considered to be the 
most supportive of the pro-
gram and was always eager to 
assist the other young ladies 
during rehearsals. 

A $500 Self-Expression 
scholarship was awarded to 
Sharon Nguyen from Artesia 
High School.

Cerritos businesswoman 
Rhonda Burd and civic mem-
ber Larry Caballero served as 
the moderators who explained 
how the judges’ scores were 
tabulated: Scholastics (20%), 
Interview (25%), Fitness (15%), 
Talent (25%), and Self-Expres-
sion (15%).

The City of Cerrtios, MS 
International, Inc., Rotary Club 
of Cerritos-Artesia, Woman’s 
Club of Artesia-Cerritos, Los 
Angeles County Supervisor 
Don Knabe, Congresswoman 
Linda Sanchez, Soroptimist 
International of Artesia-Cer-
ritos and Marilyn and Den-
nis McGorman sponsored the 
DYW Program this year.

Chair Jenny Ma thanked 
all of the supporters and said, 
“The donations go directly to 
the scholarships awarded to 
our fine young women. You 

are helping to impact lives!”
The Cerritos Presbyterian 

Church and Cerritos College 
were also recognized for as-
sisting with locations for re-
hearsal and hosting the event. 

DYW encourages each 
participant to complete her col-
lege education, serve her com-
munity, and become a leader, 
thereby setting a good example 
for other young people. DYW 
promotes the Be Your Best 
Self program to encourage all 
young people to succeed in 
life. The principles behind the 
Be Your Best Self program are: 
eat the right foods, stay fit, get 
a good education, live by mor-
al principles, serve your com-
munity, set goals, and work to 
reach these goals.

Distinguished Young Women
Founded in 1958 in Mo-

bile, Alabama, Distinguished 
Young Women is the largest 
and oldest national scholar-
ship program for high school 
girls. During its 56 years of 
operation, the program has 
provided life-changing experi-
ences for more than 730,000 
young women. Last year, Dis-
tinguished Young Women pro-
vided more than $108 million 
in cash and college scholar-
ship opportunities to program 
participants at the local, state 
and national level. Previously 
known as America’s Junior 
Miss, the program announced 
its new name in June 2010.

The mission of Distin-
guished Young Women is to 
positively impact the lives of 
young women by providing a 
transformative experience that 
promotes and rewards scholar-
ship, leadership and talent. 

National sponsors include 
the City of Mobile, Mobile 
County, Wintzell’s Oyster 
House, Encore Rehabilitation, 
SPANX, Mobile Gas: A Sem-
pra Company, Regions Bank, 
Alabama Power Foundation, 
and Master Boat Builders.

The DYW Cerritos-Artesia 2015 Scholarship Winners, who show off their 
awards at the DYW Program held April 6 at Cerritos College, are (l-r) 
Whitney High juniors Daphne Chiang, Alison Chai, Yasmine Diara, Nikita 
Govind and Artesia High junior Sharon Nguyen.

‘Community News’ Cited by Fair Political Practices Commission   From Page 1

The Cerritos Optimist Club present  Los Angeles County Sheriff Detective 
Randall Algna of the Cerritos Sheriff Station with a Certificate of Recogni-
tion for his service to the community. With him is Captain Keith Swens-
sen of the Cerritos Station, and Lieutenant Richard Harpham, Detectives 
Keith Kanouse and Rick Harpham. Making the presentation was Optimist 
President Phil Hickok and Program Chairman for the Day Chuong Vo. The 
respect for Law program originated in 1965 following a discussion be-
tween the Past President of Optimist International and former FBI Director 
J. Edgar Hoover. Its purpose is to inspire all youth to develop a respect for 
the law and for law enforcement.

Optimists Host Respect for Law Program

that it was paid for by the “Cit-
izens for a Clean and Honest 
Local Government.”

SEIU attorney Christopher 
Calhoun said,”We are happy 
that the blatant and crude dis-
honesty of this publisher has 
been repudiated by the State 
of California. This is a lesson 
for all those who think they 
can circumvent our campaign 
laws.”

In the months prior to 
March 2013, Hews ran ad-
vertisements opposing the re-
election of Chen and Kelly. 
Both however, were re-elected 
to their respective city coun-
cils. Hews violated the Politi-
cal Reform Act by failing to 
comply with campaign report-

ing and advertisement disclo-
sure requirements.

The purpose of the Act 
is to ensure that receipts and 
expenditures in election cam-
paigns are fully and truthfully 
disclosed so that voters may be 
fully informed and improper 
practices may be inhibited. The 
Act establishes a campaign re-
porting system and advertise-
ment disclosure requirements 
designed to accomplish these 
purposes.

Chief FPPC enforcement 
officer Gary Winuk  said in 
a court briefing, “The public 
harm inherent in these types 
of violations, where pertinent 
information is not disclosed 
by the committee, is that the 

public is deprived of a means 
to discover the nature of the 
committee’s campaign ex-
penses  and the committee re-
sponsible for the political ad-
vertisements.”

A “committee”  is defined 
as including any person or 
combination of persons who 
make independent expendi-
tures totaling $1,000 or more 
in a  calendar year. The act 
stipilates that this “committee” 
must file independent expedi-
ture reports at the same time, 
covering the same period. 

In the months prior to 
March 2013  Hews ran  21 ad-
vertisements opposing Chen 
and Kelly that had a market 
value of $11,455. These ad-

vertisements did not contain 
the proper disclosure; seven 
lacked any disclosure lan-
guage, 12 identified the com-
mittee but did not include a 
statement indicating that they 
were not authorized by a can-
didate or controlled by a can-
didate and two contained erro-
neous disclosure language. 

The act stipulates that if 
a committee makes an inde-
pendent expenditure totaling 
$1,000 or more in a calendar 
year to support or oppose a 
candidate, it shall file indepen-
dent expenditure reports at the 
same time, covering the same 
periods.

This is the second time in 
recent months that Hews has 

been accused of violating hon-
est reporting.

Hews was accused of pla-
giarism after running a story in 
the Feb. 14 edition of the Com-
munity News about NFL de-
fensive lineman Michael Sam 
under his byline. The story 
was copied from Dale Hansen 
of WFAA, an ABC affiliate, 
and was copied verbatim. 

Hews said he had forgot-
ten to include Hansen’s name, 
calling it “an honest mistake.” 
He excused the incident by 
saying, “Some people in the 
daily (newspaper) world don’t 
believe in that, but you guys 
don’t live in my community 
news world.” He later issued 
an apology over the incident.
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Letters to the Editor 
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double spaced or sent electronically. 

•  Letters must be signed by the author and must include 
the author’s address and phone number.

•  Opinions expressed in letters do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Gateway Guardian staff.

•  The editors reserve the right to refuse or edit editorial 
content, without notice, for length, grammar, clarity or libel-
ous statements. 
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By Jerry Bernstein

To Think Clearly Sometimes 
Is Difficult to Achieve

A Note from the Publisher

By Melinda Kimsey

New Housing, Businesses Springing Up

It was a quiet morning. 
The sun was shining, and there 
was a hint of spring in the air. 
The door to the office opened 
and in walked my Friend from 
Fruitcake, Florida. “What brings 
you out so early in the morn-
ing?” I asked.

“It’s too nice a morning to 
stay inside,” he said. “I thought 
I’d take a walk and well,” he 
paused, “here I am.”

“What’s on your mind,” I 
asked.

“Not much,” he replied. “I 
just thought  maybe you could 
give me an insight on ABC’s 
redistricting. You did attend 
one or more of the public fo-
rums the district held to get an 
insight on what the community 
thought about it.”

“As a matter of fact, I did,” 
I said. “I attended two forums 
at Ross and Fedde Middle 
Schools. What surprised me 
were the appeals by city offi-
cials and residents of Artesia 
that the city should be one dis-
trict and not split into two or 
more districts. They were very 
adamant about it.”

“I’m not surprised,” he 
said. Anything else come up?”

“At the Fedde Middle 
School forum, another appeal 
was made concerning Artesia. 
However, the proponents of 
keeping the city in one vot-
ing district shared the floor 
with Hawaiian Gardens citi-
zens who questioned placing 
two schools that Hawaiian 
Gardens children attend in the 
East Lakewood District and 
not in Hawaiian Gardens.”

“Your talking about Mel-
bourne and Aloha Elementary 
Schools?” he asked.

“Yep,” I said. It seems 
that when the seven proposed 
districts were divided up, 
they came up against certain 
rules that must be adhered to. 
For instance, they must have 
approximately 1/7th of the 

school district’s 2010  Census 
total population with an over-
all deviation of 10 percent or 
less. It was pointed out that the 
Federal Census Voting Rights 
Act requires it. 

“That seems fair enough,” 
he said, “although I can see 
why that might cause some 
problems.”

“In addition,” I continued,  
“the final adopted plan will 
need to be evaluated after the 
2020 Census and each subse-
quent Census to assure that the 
districts still meets the above 
requirement.”

“Wow!” he exclaimed. 
“How did the citizens feel 
about that?”

“They didn’t say, but the 
law is the law,” I said. “How-
ever, there were proposals 
about redrawing the districts 
and still meet the require-
ments.”

“What about the members 
of the school board. Where do 
they stand?” he asked.

“A few of the board mem-
bers weren’t too happy. As it 
now stands, in some districts 
two or more incumbents would 
have a face-off.”

“Is that good or bad?” my 
Friend from Fruitcake, Florida 
asked.”

“Both,” I answered. “You 
lose knowledge and experi-
ence. However, new blood nev-
er hurts. I guess time will tell.”

“I guess it will,” he replied. 
ABC is still exploring 

holding a bond issue in the 
next election.”

“Do you think they will go 
ahead with it?” he asked.

“Looks that way. Time 
will tell,” I said.

“Back in Fruitcake, we 
don’t have this many decisions 
to make all at once. We’re 
more  deliberate and  a little 
slower,” he said.

“Yes, but this is Califor-
nia, and we’re a little faster,” 
I replied.

“You’re right about that, 
this is California,” he said. 
“Well, I have to be going, 
have a good one.” Saying that 
he got up from his chair and 
started to leave. “I’ll be seeing 
you,” he said as he walked out 
the door.

Greetings, friends and 
neighbors. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank our 
many guest writers. They are 
so talented and bring a unique 
reading experience to the Gate-
way Guardian. 

Also, I have had some 
very positive responses to the 
faith page and have had some 
submissions for that page, too. 
Some of the writers of the faith 
page do not want a by-line, but 
rather an opportunity to ex-
press their views. As always, 
we will print as many of these 
faith articles as we can.

I would also like to bring 
to your attention the many 
new building projects in the 
cities that we serve and our 
surrounding cities. There are 
two new housing projects in 
the City of Cerritos that prom-
ise to bring new and improved 
housing to that city. 

The ABC Unified School 
District is busy reconfiguring 
classrooms, and Cerritos Col-
lege is going full force in re-
designing that campus.  

The Cerritos Chamber of 
Commerce is having some 
fabulous grand openings for 
some of the newer stores in the 
City. Do I dare mention golf? 
This business took over the lo-
cation of the Office Max space 
in the Town Center. 

This is a great opportunity 
to make some new friends and 
become more involved in the 
City. The Cerritos Chamber 
really embraces the mission 
and the values of the City as it 
moves forward with the busi-
ness community. 

Also, the Artesia Chamber 
of Commerce is busy support-
ing the many merchants, busi-
nesses and restaurants in that 
City, as well as their surround-
ing cities. All in all, there is 
certainly a growth spurt sur-
rounding us. 

This is a really good thing 
because I heard through the 
grapevine that there is a home-
improvement store coming 
to the shopping center near 
Ralph’s on South Street. This 
new store has perfect timing 
as we are looking to start some 
new projects for our homes. 

Something that is very nice 
about the chambers is that you 
do not have to be a business to 
be a member. They are quite 
happy to accept your member-
ship as a member of the com-
munity and at a reduced mem-
bership rate. It just doesn’t get 
better than that!

It seems like spring is all 

around us. Nothing but blue 
skies, lots of flowers and sun-
shine. Speaking of flowers, it is 
always a pleasure to experience 
spring because my neighbors 
and friends and I like to plant 
all of those flowers that can 
only be planted with seeds. 

This is a really fun time of 
year, as we get together and ex-
change seeds and strategies for 
the best garden. My neighbors 
have fabulous, beautiful gar-
dens, so if my garden doesn’t 
do as well as I would like it to, 
all that I have to do is take a 
walk around my neighborhood. 
One of the best things about 
gardening is that it is always a 
work in progress. I know some 
people like that, too. 

 

FUN FACTS 
•  The first day of spring is 
called the vernal equinox.

•  The first day of spring is 
known to have exactly 12 
hours of daylight and 12 hours 
of darkness, but this usually oc-
curs berfore the vernal equinox.

•  The reason there is more 
daylight during spring is the 
earth’s axis tilts toward the sun 
at this time of year.

•  Spring fever is not just a say-
ing. Experts say that body’s 
makeup changes due to differ-
ent diets, hormone production 
and temperature.
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If you have ever called 
Cerritos College, it is most 
likely that you talked with 
Carmen. Taken a life science 
class on campus? You prob-
ably know John. Learned the 
trickier parts of riding your 
new motorcycle in the back 
parking lot? Tip your hat to 
Nello.  Or taken note of a pres-
idential photo snapped during 
the early 2000s?  You admired 
the work of a local student 
gone national.

The first three of these 
folks are retirees from Cerritos 
College who were inducted 
into the Cerritos College Hall 
of Fame in March. The pho-
tographer is a Cerritos alum 
(both high school and college) 
who also joined the Hall that 
evening. 

They, along with four oth-
ers, now join past honorees 
with familiar names such as 
Dr. Ed Bloomfield, Wally Kin-
caid and John Gallant.

Carmen Garcia was the 
voice of Cerritos College for 
more than 40 years. She an-
swered phones and dispensed 
information from her switch-
board position in the Adminis-
tration Building.  

“I go back to the days 
when we connected calls just 
as Lily Tomlin did on Laugh-
In,” Carmen said in her words 
of acceptance. She became a 
campus leader in CSEA (the 
union for classified employ-
ees) and was twice recognized 

By 
Dr. Bob 
Hughlett

Stars Recognized at Cerritos College
Around and About 

as the employee of the month.   
John Boyle is a beloved 

instructor of Biology and all 
things life sciency from 1974 
until his semi-retirement. Dur-
ing his tenure, he was De-
partment and Division Chair, 
faculty senate president, dean 
and interim vice president of 
instruction. He continues on 
teaching a class on a part time 
basis – hence the “semi” in 
front of “retired.”

Nello DiCorpo is recog-
nized nationally as one of the 
prime inventors of commu-
nity education and services.   
“We’re here to meet the needs 
of the community,” he was 
fond of saying, and matched 
that though with actions. 

As the eventual Dean of 
Community Education, Nello 
established numerous advisory 
committees, oversaw the con-
struction of the first building 
in California solely devoted to 
services to the community, and 
was instrumental in the estab-
lishment of the Cerritos Col-
lege Foundation in 1979.   

Then there was Eric Drap-
er, Cerritos High grad who 
parlayed his role as Talon 
Marks’ staff photographer for 
the basketball team to become 
the sole photographer for Pres-
ident Bush (aka “W”) for both 
of his terms.  

“I just went up to Mr. 
Bush at a chance meeting,” 
said Eric, “and asked him for 
a job in the media office. Next 
thing you know I was named a 
commissioned officer to a U.S. 
President.” 

One million photos later, 
by his estimate, he had trav-
eled the world with Bush 
while overseeing the challenge 
of converting the White House 

Photo Office from film to digi-
tal.

Turning to sports, Nancy 
Kelly was recognized for her 
many years to the college in 
general and women’s softball 
specifically. Stop by and visit 
the beautiful new softball field 
named in her honor.  

Then there were Antonio 
McKee and Shelly Hall, award 
winning members of the wres-
tling and women’s basketball 
teams in the late 1980s.  An-
tonio’s 61-0 won loss record 
and Shelley’s  1,221 points 
scored during  her career (pri-
or to the advent of the 3-point 
line!) have withstood the test 
of time.  

The final recognition of 
the evening of Distinguished 
Corporate Partner went to 
Southern California Edi-
son, a longtime supporter of 
education in the STEM (sci-
ence, technology engineering 
and math) areas. Edison has 

awarded the college more than 
$250,000 through a variety of 
scholarships. 

The dinner for 350 was 
catered by the culinary arts 
students of the college, in col-
laboration with the staff of the 
Doubletree Inn by Hilton.   

“Cerritos College has been 
a jewel for the community 
since the 50’s, and the Hall of 
Fame was established to honor 
the individuals who have con-
tributed to the rich history,” 
said Dr. Linda Lacy, Cerritos 
President/Superintendent, who 
created the wildly successful 
Hall of Fame program.  

“The event is a wonderful 
walk down memory lane for 
many and a fabulous history 
lesson for the newer Cerritos 
College family members.” 

Please let me know what 
you think of this column and 
suggest other topics by con-
tacting me at b.hughlett@ve-
rizon.net

Inductees into the Cerritos College Hall of Fame are: (back row l to r) 
Ron Litzinger (Edison), John Boyle (faculty), Shelley Hall (female ath-
lete), Eric Draper (Bush photographer), (front row l to r) Nello DiCorpo 
(Community Services), Nancy Kelly (women’s softball), Carmen Garcia 
(switchboard) and Antonio McKee (male athlete).

“Recycle, Rethink, Rec-
reate” is the theme of the an-
nual Recycled Art Contest, 
sponsored by the City of Cer-
ritos and incorporated into the 
City’s Community Spring Fes-
tival on April 25-27.

The contest is open to Cer-
ritos residents of all ages, in-
cluding seniors, and students 
attending schools in the ABC 
Unified School District. 

Art projects may be cre-
ated using new or used recy-
clable materials, such as bev-
erage containers, paper, metal, 
cardboard, wood, aluminum, 
or any items that can be dis-
carded in the blue recyclable 
trash container. Use of glue, 
tape and other non-recyclable 
fasteners will be allowed.

The art piece can be any 
medium - sculpture, collage, 
etc. Only one entry per artist 
may be submitted, and all en-
tries must be original artwork. 

The art piece cannot be 
larger than 24 inches long by 
36 inches high. Entries must 
be made of 100 percent re-
cyclable materials. No paint, 
crayon, chalk or other forms 
of colorization allowed.

A copy of the entry form, 
available at City Hall or on the 
City of Cerritos web site, must 
be included with the artwork. 
Entries may include a written 
description of theme, message 
and recycled materials used. 

All entries are due by 5 
p.m. on Monday, April 21, and 
must be delivered to the Cer-
ritos Sports Complex, 19900 
Bloomfield Ave. 

All entries will be on dis-
play during the Community 
Spring Festival, and each par-
ticipant will be awarded a rib-
bon and Certificate of Recog-
nition.

Awards for the winning art 
peices will be presented by the 
City Council on Saturday, April 
26 at 4 p.m. on the main stage. 
Winning entries will be dis-
played in the Cerritos Library 
during the month of May. 

Cerritos 
Sponsors 
Art Contest

Los Cerritos Center is 
proud to announce the launch 
of a new solar power initiative 
in partnership with the City of 
Cerritos and Panasonic that 
kicks off on April 22. 

On the rooftops of the mall, 
3,354 solar panels are currently 
being installed that will cover 
a total of over 45,000 square 
feet. The project is anticipated 
to be completed by mid June.

 The new solar panel instal-
lation is set to yield an estimat-
ed 872 MW of clean energy, 
which is enough power for ap-
proximately 120 homes in one 
year. The installation of the 
panels exemplifies Los Cerritos 
Center’s ongoing focus on sus-
tainability as a fully integrated 
approach to business. 

The solar installation pro-
gram at Los Cerritos Center is 
one of many Macerich proper-
ties across the country to go 
solar in partnership with Pano-

Los Cerritos Center Celebrates 
Solar Panel Installation

Celebrity Environmentalist Ed Begley Jr. to Host

sonic. “Los Cerritos Center is 
committed to creating long-term 
value by improving our natural 
resource efficiency and operat-
ing the center in a sustainable 
and environmentally conscious 
way,” said Senior Marketing 
Manager, Megan Richardson.

Los Cerritos Center will 
celebrate the solar panel pro-
gram with a special event on 
April 22 at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Nordstrom Wing of the mall. 
Environmental leader, Ed Beg-
ley Jr., will deliver a presenta-
tion, as well as members of the 
Cerritos City Council. Light 
refreshments will be served.

The public is invited to at-
tend the event with RSVP to 
(562) 860-0341 by April 18. 
For more information on Los 
Cerritos Center’s commit-
ment to social responsibility 
and how the public can be in-
volved visit http://shoploscer-
ritos.com. 

Ad 
Salesperson

for the 
Gateway 
Guardian

Apply Today
Call Jerry at 

(562) 650-0437
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Hawaiian Gardens 50th Anniversary Parade

From Page 1

Bands included the Artesia 
High School Band and Cheer-
leaders, New Orleans Dixie-
land Band, Long Beach Junior 
Concert Band, Rio Hondo Prep 
School Band and the Dana 
Middle School Band. 

Other groups marching 
in the parade were members 
of the Hawaiian Gardens Pop 
Warner Baseball Team and the 
Mayfair High School Monsoon 
Marching Corps, as well as the 
Ballet Folklorico Malaquias 

and Hawaiian Gardens Pop 
Warner Marching Unit 1. 

Floats included JAS Pacific 
Beatles, The Irving Moskowitz 
Foundation, Hawaiian Garden 
Casino, and Miss Hawaiian 
Gardens and Court.

Following the parade ev-
eryone moved to Furgeson El-
ementary School where resi-
dents and visitors continued 
the city’s birthday celebration 
at a three-day carnival on the 
school grounds.

JAS Pacific Beatles

Grand Marshall 
ABC Superintendent 

Dr. Mary Sieu

Councilman Mike Gomez with Little League Angels

Irving Moskowitz Foundation Float

Melbourne Elementary School Students

North Valley Military Institute

Congratulations City of Hawaiian Gardens!

Pop Warner Dodgers

Hawaiian Gardens Little League Boosters

Hawaiian Gardens Eagles
Los Angeles County Supervisor 

Don Knabe

Golden Age Club

Whitney High School Marching Band

  Ballet Folklorico Malaquias
“Eterna Juventud”
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By William Lee 
& Selene Lee

We have both enjoyed 
cruising since the late 70s and 
early 80s, starting with the Pa-
cific Princess (aka “The Love 
Boat”)  on which the TV series 
is based. 

Through the years we 
have been loyal to Princess 
Cruises and hence elevated to 
their Elite status. So, it is only 
natural that we chose to go to 
the new Royal Princess for 
one of our milestone birthdays 
recently. 

The ship 
was christened 
by Her Royal 
Highness, the 
Duchess of 
Cambridge in 
June 2013 and 
is the largest 
of the Princess 
Cruises ship so 
far. It can ac-
c o m m o d a t e 
4,000 passen-
gers and has 
1,300 crew members. 

Royal Princess is truly 
spectacular and elegant. The 
breathtaking Piazza or Atri-
um in the center of the ship is 
where you have roving street 
performers, quaint boutiques 
and tasty food options abound. 
There are the International 
Cafe and the new Gelato for 
mouthwatering treats and the 
amazing wine selections at the 
Vines. 

The ship gives you choices 
of traditional (first or second 
seatings) and anytime dining 
in the Allegro, Concerto and 
Symphony dining rooms in 
addition to the almost always 
open Horizon Court, where 
you can go for breakfast, 
lunch, dinner or snacks.  

There are also specialty 
restaurants like the Sabatini's 
(Italian), the Crown Grill 
(British Pub), and Ocean Ter-
race Seafood Bar, where there 
are additional charges and 
reservations are required. But 
our favorite was Alfredo's Piz-

zeria, the casual 
elegant Italian 
place where you 
can just walk in 
have a wonder-
ful meal with no 
extra charge. 

On deck 
16, the pool 
deck, there are 
the Tident Grill  
S m o k e h o u s e 
BBQ style where 
you can have a 

freshly grilled burger or hot 
dog while you are still in your 
bathing suits or the Swirls Ice 
Cream bar, all with no extra 
charge.

Since we preferred and 
had the traditional first seating 
in the Concerto Dining Room, 
our table was next to a beauti-
fully set wine cellar or tasting 
room with only one long table, 
which can accommodate up to 
10-12 people. 

Every night, one of the 
serving staff would come and 
ask if we would like to join the 
Chef’’s Wine Maker’s Table in 
the Wine Room at an addition-
al cost of $40 per person. We 
were finally convinced that af-
ter all the years we have been 
cruising, maybe we should 
give it a try. 

The next night, we were 
set to join six other passengers 
for this spectacular dinner. 
First, Roberto Navarro, the 
Food and Beverage Supervi-
sor, met the eight of us at the 
Vines and led us to the wine 
room set for our special Chef’s 
dinner, paired with wines from 
Silverado Vineyards from Cal-
ifornia.

It was supposed to be a 
four-course dinner with two 
wines, one white and one red, 
but we ended with a five course 
dinner. The first course was a 
perfectly cooked grilled scal-
lop in pesto sauce followed by 
Tian of crabmeat, avocado and 
essence of chilled tomato. 

Then came a Frisee salad 
with duck confit, poached hen 
egg and filo-mushroom crisp. 
All these were served with 
Sauvignon Blanc from Sil-
verado, Miller Ranch of  Napa 
Valley. 

Our entree was Pork ten-
derloin medallions topped 
with spinach ricotta ravioli 
with vegetables in a basket 
on the side. The main course 
was accompanied by Caber-
net Sauvignon Silverado from 
Napa Valley. The final course 
for dessert was Crepes Suzette 

prepared table side in a sauce 
made of orange peel, sugar and 
a combination of liqueurs. 

In addition, we were also 
offered various types of fruit 
tarts, chocolate covered straw-
berries on trays with latte or 
coffee. 

This pairing of food and 
wine in collaboration with 
Wine Maker Jon Emmerich of 
Silverado Vineyards and Prin-
cess Cruises Master Chef  Al-
fredo Marzi was an experience 
for both of us. 

We both loved the appetiz-
ers but feel the entree choice of 
meat should be beef or lobster 
rather than pork, which would 
have been more appropriate 
for a dinner like this and be-
sides, the pork was a little on 
the tough side. 

The pouring of the wine 
is not generous by all means; 

they pour like we are on a 
wine tasting instead of having 
wine with our dinner, but all in 
all, the service was good and 
attentive. 

We were told there is a 
more expensive Chef’s dinner 
for $110 per person, where the 
Chef will personally come to 
your table. Maybe we will try 
that on our next cruise. 

After our cruise, we con-
cluded that the food service on 
cruise ships may differ from 
cruise line to cruise line, dif-
ferent ships or cruises from the 
same company, or even different 
dining areas on the same ship. 

People love cruising be-
cause they don’t have to pack 
or unpack and can eat where 
and whenever they want for 
one price they already paid. In 
other words, they want to get 
good value for their money.

Waiting for their dinner to be served, Selene and Bill Lee enjoy the beauty 
of the Wine Room with an elegant display of various wine bottles.

ASHOKA 
THE GREAT
“Best Lunch Buffet 

in Town”

CITY PLAZA

Sushi Samurai 

11700 South St.  #104
Artesia, CA 90701

(562) 865-5990

18614 S. Pioneer Blvd.
Artesia, CA 90701 562-809-4229
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Cerritos College Theatre 
Department is proud to present 
the delightful musical comedy 
about twins and women chased. 
The first musical ever adapted 
from Shakespeare remains the 
most madcap musical farce 
ever to animate the stage. 

Antipholus and his wily 
servant, Dromio, travel to 
Ephesus in search of their re-
spective twins, from whom 
they were separated in a ship-
wreck. 

Naturally, they are imme-
diately taken for their brothers 
and were off and running on 
a riotous chase from market-
place to marital bed. 

Cerritos College Theatre Department                 
to Present ‘The Boys from Syracuse’

Perplexed wives, dis-
gruntled courtesans, outraged 
constables and an audience 
roaring with laughter are left 
in its wake before this show's 
tangled web is unraveled – and 
Rodgers, Hart and Abbott have 
triumphed once again!

WHEN: May 2, 3, 8, 9 and 
10, at 8 p.m. Sunday, May 11, 
at 2 p.m.

WHERE: Burnight Center 
Theatre Cerritos College 11110 
Alondra Blvd., Norwalk, CA 
90650

COST: Pre-sale: General 
$15, Seniors (60+), middle 
and high school students (all 
w/ID) $12, Child (5-12) $10 
*no children under 5 permit-
ted. At Door: General $18, 
Senior (60+), middle and high 
school students (all w/ID) $15, 
Child (5-12) $12 *no children 
under 5 permitted.

Tickets may be purchased 
online (credit card only) at 
www.cerritos.edu/theatre or at 
the box office one hour prior to 
each performance (cash only).

CONTACT: For more in-
formation, please call (562) 
467-5058. For group sales 
information, please contact 
Renée Bloch, performing arts 
promotions specialist at (562) 
860-2451 ext. 2638.

By Brad Beach

It was Jan. 25, 2014, and 
I was finally graduating from 
a three-day Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) 
training that taught me how to 
help my neighborhood in the 
event of a major disaster. 

During the commence-
ment ceremony, several mem-
bers of the Lakewood City 
Council came up to thank the 
group for the completing the 
course and for serving the lo-
cal community. 

I didn’t know much about 
Todd Rogers at the time, but 
my friend Kevin told me that 
Rogers had done great things 
for the City of Lakewood. He 
described Rogers as a very 
kind, thoughtful and ethical 
man and told me that Rog-
ers was currently an Assistant 
Sheriff. 

At that time I hadn’t de-
cided who I was going to vote 
for in the race for Sheriff, so 
I decided to attend Rogers’ 
campaign kick-off in the City 
of Carson. 

That day would forever 
alter my life and change my 
perspective on many things. 
As different members of the 
community and people from 
all races spoke, I saw some-
thing truly special. Rogers had 

Todd Rogers: The Best Candidate 
for Los Angeles County Sheriff

touched so many lives with 
his compassion, work ethic, 
honesty and community lead-
ership. It was a great example 
of personal character to be fol-
lowed by all.  

And when the Assistant 
Sheriff took the podium, I felt 
his love for the Sheriff’s De-
partment. Rogers said, “This is 
my department; I know how to 
fix it, and I will reform it.”  

Rogers went on to say that 
he had cut the crime rate in the 
City of Carson by 15 percent 
when he was Captain there and 
that he will not violate the law 
to enforce the law. With the re-
cent corruption in the Sheriff’s 
Department, we desperately 
need a trustworthy Sheriff.  

Working in law enforce-
ment myself, I see the thin line 
between good and bad, and no 
police officer or deputy should 
ever cross it. Rogers gets it 
and has already implemented 
reforms that we can trust and 
has made the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment more transparent.  

Rogers talked about the 
importance of community-
oriented policing and keeping 
everyone involved in the pro-
cess. It’s not just about lock-
ing up criminals and throwing 
away the keys. 

“If I am honored to be 
elected Los Angeles County 

Sheriff, I will run a transparent 
and community-focused de-
partment” said Rogers. “I will 
make my own ethical conduct 
an example for everyone to 
follow.”  

Many local officials at-
tended the event, and more 
than 60 elected officials have 
endorsed Rogers. Local sup-
porters include: Congress-
woman Linda Sanchez; Assem-
blymember Anthony Rendon; 
Cerritos Mayor Pro Tem Carol 
Chen; Cerritos Councilmember 
Bruce Barrows; Artesia Coun-
cilmembers Sally Flowers and 
Victor Manalo; ABC Unified 
School Board Members Olym-
pia Chen, Lynda Johnson and 
Sophia Tse; Cerritos Commu-
nity College Board Trustee Dr. 
Bob Hughlett; and former Cer-
ritos Mayors Jim Edwards and 
Paul Bowlen. 

Rogers believes in giving 
back to the community and 
was recently installed as the 
Mayor of Lakewood for the 
third time. He has dedicated 
his entire life to the service of 
others and would make an ex-
ceptional Los Angeles County 
Sheriff. 

For more information 
about Todd Rogers please 
check out www.rogers4sheriff.
com or his Facebook page at 
Todd Rogers for Sheriff.  

Accepting a $5,000 donation from the Hawaiian Garden City Council at its 
April 8 meeting is Furgeson Elementary School Principal Mayra Lozano. 
The donation will be used for the school’s sixth grade summer outdoor ed-
ucation science camp. Forty-six students will participate in the program.

Hawaiian Gardens Donates $5,000 
for Sixth Grade Science Camp

Hawaiian Gardens Declares 
April National Library Month

Hawaiian Gardens City Councilmembers present Librarian Karen Ca-
vanugh with a proclamation declaring the month of April as National Li-
brary Week. The city’s library is located at 11940 Carson Street and is open 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and on Saturday from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Musical Comedy

By Delores Eveland

The Artesia Historical So-
ciety honored the Woman’s 
Club of Artesia-Cerritos with a 
Victorian Tea April 6, launch-
ing the celebration of their 100 
years (1915-2015) of commu-
nity service. 

The event was held at the 
Albert O. Little Community 
Center in Artesia Park. More 
than 100 people attended and 
enjoyed an elegant tea catered 
by the Noble and Lock Tea 
Company.

The room was arranged 
with round guest tables draped 
in chintz, each decorated with 
a centerpiece of a teacup brim-
ming with roses. Each teacup 
centerpiece was mounted on 
Mason fruit jar that sat on a 
crocheted doily. 

 Table service included 
luncheon glass trays and cups 
popular from the 1950s. com-
plete with napkins folded into 
a rose.

The stage displayed a large 
collage of vintage garments that 
a lady from each decade might 
have worn during the past 100 
years. Also on display was a 
collection of hats once owned 
by former Woman’s Club Pres-
ident, Maude West. The Artesia 

Historical Society now cares 
for the hat collection. 

The Historical Society also 
displayed scrapbooks from 
many Woman’s Club past pres-
idents, as well as the original 
charter granted to the Woman’s 
Club by the State of California 
- all items which are in the care 
of the Historical Society. 

Members of the Woman’s 
Club also brought items from 

their own collections. Dr. Fran 
Newman provided an addition-
al touch of elegance by playing 
the piano as guests arrived.

Mr. Noble of the cater-
ing company explained the 
three types of tea that would 
be served and described the 
menu. The tasty menu consist-
ed of small broccoli salad, sev-
eral types of small sandwiches, 
a white chocolate scone with 

clotted cream and jam, and nu-
merous types of desserts. 

The Woman’s Club of 
Artesia-Cerritos is the oldest 
surveying service club in ei-
ther community. It began with 
a small membership in 1915 in 
the village of Artesia and was 
known as the Westside Read-
ing Club. 

In just a few years, the 
club changed the name to the 
Woman’s Club of Artesia and 
quickly became aligned with 
the California Federation of 
Woman’s Clubs and the Gen-
eral Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, their international par-
ent organizations. With the 
development and growth of 
the city of Cerritos, the club 
became the Woman’s Club of 
Artesia-Cerritos.

Proclamations were pre-
sented to President Marilyn 
McGorman by Artesia Mayor 
Tony Lima, Cerritos Mayor 
Mark Pulido, and Barbara Ap-
plebury for Los Angeles Coun-
ty Supervisor Don. Knabe. 

Also present were Arte-
sia Mayor Pro Tem Miguel 
Canales, Councilmembers 
Sally Flowers and Ali Taj, 
Cerritos Mayor Pro Tem Carol 
Chen, who is alo a member of 
the Woman’s Club.

Artesia Historical Society Honors 
Woman’s Club of Artesia-Cerritos

Opinion
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By Larry Caballero

When Assemblymember 
Cristina Garcia announced her 
2014 “Women of the Year” for 
the 58th Assembly District, 
Cerritos resident Shu-Jen Jen-
nifer Hewitt never thought she 
would be chosen. So she was 
very happy when Garcia’s of-
fice called to inform her that 
she would be honored at a spe-
cial awards dinner held April 3 
at the Commerce Casino. 

“In honor of Jennifer 
Hewett and all of the other 
winners, I chose to host a din-
ner to highlight and recognize 
these deserving women for 
their service to the communi-
ty,” said Garcia. 

She was also very proud 
to announce a special guest in 
attendance, who was the Hon-
orable Tani Cantil-Sakauye, 
Chief Justice of the California 
Supreme Court. 

“Woman of the Year” 
nominations were open to all 
women who live, work, or at-
tend school in the 58th Assem-
bly District that include the 
cities of Artesia, Bellflower, 

Bell Gardens, Cerritos, Com-
merce, Downey, Pico Rivera, 
Montebello and Norwalk,” 
said Garcia.

Shu-Jen Jennifer Hewitt 
has always wanted to share 
her experiences with others, 
especially children and young 
people. Coupled with a desire to 
give back to the community, she 
began teaching at Cerritos Chi-
nese Language School in 1994. 

Through her dedication 
and hard work, she was eventu-
ally promoted to the Principal 
of the School in 2010.  Since 
then, she has pioneered many 
outreach programs to serve the 
community at large.  

Working with local school 
districts, she co-managed fed-
eral and state grants offering 

Assemblymember Cristina Garcia Honors 
Cerritos Resident As  ‘Woman of the Year’

Editor’s Note: Floyd Free-
man is a member of the “Writ-
ing Your Life Story Class” at 
the Cerritos Senior Center. 
He is a World War II veteran 
and served in Europe - France 
and Germany. The Gateway 
Guardian welcomes short sto-
ries from our readers.
 
By Floyd Freeman

In August 
1944 I was sta-
tioned in Ft. 
Leonard Wood, 
Missouri. I was 
in I Company of 
the 275th Infan-
try Regiment of 
the 70th Infantry Division. I 
had been in Camp Adair, Or-
egon for a year before we went 
to Missouri.

All of the time I was in the 
Army, as I had done before I 
went into the service, I was ac-
tive in our church. I continued 
attending church services at 
the Military Chapel. 

It was a Sunday evening 
in early December that I went 
to Chapel #5 for the evening 
Vesper Service. About 15 GI’s 
were up in the balcony with 
the chaplain. They were sing-
ing without any organ accom-
paniment. 

The chaplain kept asking 
if any one of us could play the 
organ. I had never attempt-
ed this instrument, but I had 
taken piano lessons. I could 
play almost any hymn by ear. 
I stepped toward the chaplain 
and turned on the big electric 
Harmmond Organ. I was sur-
prised how good it sounded. 

After the evening the 
chaplain asked my name and 
company and wrote it down.

The next morning I was 
called into the office as a chap-
lain wanted to talk to me. This 
was Chaplain Ronald E. Hubbard 
from the 370th Medical Battal-
ion. I was transferred out of the 
infinity and was now a medic, as 
the chaplain’s assistant. 

We went to France a month 

One Who Has True Faith
Will Not Go Wrong

after the infantry companies 
sailed to Europe. When we got 
into the battle area, a “Chap-
lain’s Kitchen” was set up for 
me. Everyday a large truckload 
of French bread was delivered 
to me, and it was stacked like 
wood on the back of my work-
ing table. 

I had many five gallon drums 
of peanut butter and strawberry 
jam in the kitchen. It was now 
my job to cut the French bread 
into slices, be very generous with 
the peanut butter and jam and 
make open faced sandwiches. I 
served them from a large tray to 
the wounded men, the American 
Soldiers and the German Prison-
ers who had been hurt. 

When I asked why we did 
not serve a good bowl of hot 
soup, the government told me 
that this would make the men 
sick, as they had been eating 
only C or K rations, and the 
bread with peanut butter and 
jam was mostly healthy.

This was my daily job, 
when we were not out in the 
field or attending church ser-
vices. I was making the sand-
wiches 24 hours a day. When 
I gave them to the wounded 
men, I asked about my friends 
in I Company, 275th Infantry 
and was told that many had 
been killed or captured. 

Finally, I told the chap-
lain that infantry replacements 
were needed, and I was a quali-
fied infantry soldier and would 
he release me from my job so I 
could go to the battle area. 

He took me downstairs to 
a small room in the school at 
St. Avold, France that we had 
converted into a hospital. He 
locked me in the room and 
told me to go to sleep and rest. 
Later he came and had a long 
talk with me and explained to 
me that I had a most impor-
tant job in the U.S. Army and 
should stay and continue mak-
ing sandwiches.

I knew that God was watch-
ing over me, and I am alive to-
day because I stayed with my 
job as a chaplain’s assistant.

Chinese language and culture 
classes. She has also been 
working with local school 
districts and community col-
leges on various cultural, af-
terschool, and student/faculty 
exchange programs.  

Southern California Coun-
cil of Chinese Schools, which 
oversees 140 Chinese language 
Schools in Southern California, 
Nevada, and Arizona, has elect-
ed her as Vice President since 
2011. Throughout all these 
years, she has touched the lives 
of thousands of students.

Her other community ser-
vices include: International 
Dra-gon Boat Association Se-
nior Member, Buddhism SGI 
Cerritos Chapter Founder, and 
Cerritos Family Choir Founder.

Shu-Jen Jennifer Hewitt, 
was born in Taiwan.  She came 
to the U.S. to further her edu-
cation and obtained a B.A. de-
gree at Cal State Long Beach.  
Afterwards she pursued a ca-
reer in music education.

I feel my life has been so 
enriched by the integration of 
Chinese and American cul-
tures,” said Hewett.

The Chinese Historical Society of Southern 
California  (CHSSC) and Friends of Cerritos 
Library will be screening “Anna May Wong ~ 
Frosted Yellow Willows: Her Life, Times and 
Legend” (2007) narrated by Nancy Kwan.  

It is the first biographical documentary film 
on the first Asian American actress to achieve 
international and Hollywood stardom both in 
silent and early talking films.

This Anna May Wong (1905-1961) 10-year 
in-the-making documentary film has screened 
and premiered in Pordenone, Italy; London, 
England; Glasgow, Scotland; Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, as well as major cities within the United 
States and in England.  

It aired on TCM (Turner Classic Movies) 
in 2008. Producer/Director Elaine Mae Woo 
will be present. This event is free and open to 
the public. It will be held on April 28 at 7 p.m. 
in the Cerritos Library’s third floor.

Cerritos Library to Host Film 
on 1st Asian American Actress

in 1988. He described it as a 
very popular venue in the park 
and is reserved several months 
in advance to host social and 
family events. On March 14, 
while making routine repairs 
to the shelter, he noticed that 
three of the columns had set-
tled vertically, thereby deflect-
ing the superstructure.

He said the earthquake that 
occurred on March 28, as well 
as aftershocks, further exac-
erbates the integrity of the fa-
cility. In the interest of public 
safety, staff proceeded to con-
tact a qualified local contractor 
to begin repairing the shelter, 
United Riggerd & Erectors 
(URE). Similar repairs made 
by URE ranged in cost be-
tween $20,000 and $25,000.

The council also took an-
other look at an art piece by 
Cliff Garten, titled Infinitiy, 
to be installed in the Cerritos 
Sculpture Garden west of the 
Sheriff Station. 

They approved the design 
for the base of the art piece, 
which has an inner pedestal 
and recessed LED lighting at 
an additional estimated cost 
of $25,000. This will come 
from the Arts in Public Places 
Trust Fund. The city will go 
out to bid for construction of 
the base, and when completed, 
Infinity will be installed, most 
likely by the end of July.

Total cost of Infinity will 
range between $290,000 and 
$300,000, depending on the 
bids for the foundation.

Cerritos City Council From Page 1

Shu-Jen Jennifer Hewitt
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WHERE FUTURE NURSES START

Scott Coward
Campus Director

11688 South Street, Suite 205
Artesia, CA 90701

562.531.4100, Ext. 202
Fax  562.207.9221

12400 Columbia Way
Downey, CA  90242

(562) 231-1200

Open: Tuesday - Saturday
10 a.m. - 5p.m.

www.ColumbiaSpaceScience.org

Place Your Ad Here 
For Only $10

Call William Lee
818-633-3367

Seashells, sealife, and
everything beachy!

125 Main Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740

Retail@CASeashells.com 
562.493.6653

MARINES
THE FEW. THE PROUD

Alfredo Mendoza
Sergeant
Career Counselor

240 S. Brea Blvd., Ste. 103B, Brea, CA 92821
Ph: (714) 255-8022
Fax: (714) 255-1198

Marine Corps Recruiting Command
Recruiting Sub-Station Fullerton

11760 Firestone Blvd. 
Norwalk, CA 90650
  Ph: (562) 864-4788

Fax: (562) 864 -1188  Cell: (760) 529-3878
alfredo.mendoza@marines.usmc.mil

      Share Your Church News               
         With our Readers

Please submit information about:

      •  Church Services
     •  Bible Study Classes
     •  Special Events      
     •  Youth Activities
     •  Afterschool & Preschool 

  Brandon Glass
  Senior Inspector

11432 South St.  #222
Cerritos, CA  90703

Toll Free: (855) 303-2UHI
                   2844

Cell:/Text: (714) 307-5601

www.brandonglasshomeinspection.com
www.homeinspectionsservices.com

uniquehomeinspections@yahoo.com

FAITH
Suffering with Sincerity
By Melinda Kimsey

As we reflect on Palm Sunday, we 
can look to John 12:12-19. John tells 
us that the large crowd that had come 
to the Passover Festival head that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem. So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to 
meet Him, shouting, “Praise God! God 
bless Him who comes in the name of 
the Lord! God bless the King of Israel!” 
Jesus found a donkey and rode on it. 

His disciples did not understand 
this at the time; but when Jesus had 
been raised to glory, they remembered 
that the scripture said this about Him 
and that they had done this for Him. 
The people who had been with Jesus 
when he called Lazarus out of the grave 
and raised him from death had reported 
what had happened. That is why the 
crowd met Him, because they heard 
that He had performed this miracle.

Not long after Jesus entered Je-
rusalem for Palm Sunday, He goes to 
the Garden in Gethsemane to pray. Ac-
cording to Matthew 26:36-44, then Je-
sus went with His disciples to a place 
called Gethsemane, and He said to 
them, “Sit here while I go over there 
and pray.” He took with Him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee. Grief and an-
guish came over Him, and He said to 
them, “The sorrow in my heart is so 
great that it almost crushes me. Stay 
with me and keep watch over Me. 

He went a little father on threw 
himself on the ground, and prayed, 
“My Father, if it is possible, take this 
cup of suffering from Me. Yet, not 
what I want, but what You want. Then 
He returned to the three disciples and 
found them asleep; and He said to Pe-
ter, “How is it that you three were not 

able to keep watch over Me for one 
hour? Keep watch and pray that you 
will not fall into temptation. The spirit 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Once more Jesus went away and 
prayed, “My Father, if this cup of suf-
fering cannot be taken away unless I 
drink it, Your will be done. He returned 
to the disciples, but again they were 
asleep. Again, Jesus went to pray for 
the third time. When He returned, He 
said, “The hour has come for the Son 
of God to be handed over to the power 
of sinners. Look, here is the man who 
is betraying Me.”
An Invitation to Reflect

In Matthew’s Gospel the emotional 
story of Jesus’ last miracle was to raise 
Lazarus from the dead. The miracle of 
Lazarus is the transformation within us. 
When we invite Jesus into our hearts, our 
lives are transformed. It causes us to act 
differently and gives us the courage to do 
things we thought we could never do. 

Lazarus’s family was without hope 
when they learned that Jesus would be 
too late to save Lazarus. Yet, when Je-
sus takes away the stone from Lazarus’ 
grave, He takes away our feeling of 
despair. Our feelings of disappoint-
ments, failures, frustrations, and loss 
are changed into sources of hope.

In John’s account of the Prayers on 
Mt. Gethsemane, we learn about the 
suffering of Jesus. Each person suf-
fers in his or her own way. Some suf-
fer physical hardship and pain. Others 
suffer emotional pain. Jesus’ life shows 
us how to face our own suffering. In 
His life, Jesus did all that He could to 
overcome the evil of man. Ultimately, 
His own suffering and death give us a 
chance to live in happiness, peace, joy, 
and live a life with hope for the future. 

 
     

Prayer of Remembrance
In the rising of the sun and in its going down, we remember 
them. In the glowing of the sun and in the chill of winter, we 
remember them. In the opening of the flower buds and in the 
rebirth of spring, we remember them. In the blueness of the sky 
and in the warmth of summer, we remember them. In the rus-
tling leaves and in the beauty of autumn; in the beginning of the 
year and when it ends; when we are weary and need strength; 
when we are lost and sick at heart; when we have joys and sor-
rows to share, we remember them. So, as long as we live, they 
too shall live, for they are a part of us, as we remember them.  

Easter Sunday Services
CERRITOS BAPTIST CHURCH
11947 Del Amo Blvd., Cerritos 
Friday, April 18 - Good Friday Service  7:30
Sunday, April 20 - Easter Services  7 a.m. or 10 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast Between Services

FIRST EVANGELICAL COMMUNITY CHURCH      
11330 166th St., Cerritos 
Easter Sunday - 9:45 & 11:15 

NEW LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH
18800 Norwalk Blvd., Artesia
Easter Sunday Services -  8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC CHURCH 18708 
Clarkdale, Ave., Artesia
Easter Sunday Mass Schedule:
6:30, 8:00 (Spanish), 9:45, 11:30, 11:45 (Hall),
1:00 (Portuguese), 2:30 (Chinese), 4:00, 5:30, 7:00

ARTESIA-CERRITOS UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH   18523 S. Arline Ave., Artesia
Easter Sunday Service - 9:30 a.m.

Passover 
Service

TEMPLE ISRAEL

Monday, April 21
10:30 a.m. Passover / 

Yizkor Service
Led by Cantor Finnley 

and Jay Alhadeff 
Luncheon to follow 

$5 per person 
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By Mel Kaplan        PART 3      

The volunteers that complete the 
homechecks do this after a long day at 
work or in their free time on the week-
ends, but it’s all worth it if it ends up 
being a wonderful home to one of our 
bulldogs in need. Once homes are ap-
proved, volunteers will eventually meet 
with the people either through a one-on-
one meet and greet with a bulldog or at 
one of our monthly adoption events to 
place a dog in their home.  

The process may seem long, but 
it’s an important and thorough process 
to ensure that dogs go into the very best 
homes possible.

A day in the life of Southern Cali-
fornia Bulldog Rescue is truly complex 
and always changing. Some days are 
stressful and frustrating; other days are 
happy and joyous and of course, some 
days are heartbreaking.  We all know 
that rescue is a tough job, but it’s our 
common adoration of the breed at that 
keeps us all going no matter what.  Ev-
ery time one of our dogs gets adopted 
and gets that second chance it pushes 
each of us to go a bit farther and keep 
working hard for the next dog to find 
their home. We encounter obstacles 
daily – everything from hours of traffic 
to get a dog to a getting a heartbreak-
ing diagnosis on a dog’s health – but 
we are the voices and fighters for these 
dogs, each and every one of them – and 
no matter what, we keep working to-
gether as a team to help all of them to 
the best of our abilities.  

At the present time, we have the 
most bulldogs in rescue in the history 
of SCBR’s existence.  The epidemic 

Bull Dog Rescue
of bulldogs is overwhelming in South-
ern California and we find people are 
giving up their bulldogs more than 
ever lately.  At the time of this article, 
SCBR has 90 dogs in its care and we 
fear that number is only going to grow.  
So many of these dogs come in requir-
ing medical care and surgeries on top 
of regular costs for care, like food and 
bedding.  We need support more than 
ever to help us care for all the bull-
dogs in Southern California that need 
our help to get their second chances 
at happiness.  Too many of the dogs 
that come into rescue have had noth-

ing but lives of misery until the day 
they come into rescue.  Some have 
never slept in a warm, soft bed.  Others 
have never known what it was like to 
play with a toy.  Some dogs don’t even 
know what it’s like to be kissed good 
night and be part of a loving family.  
We work tirelessly to make sure every 
dog that comes to us gets that second 
chance and gets the life every bulldog 
deserves, but we can’t do it without 
the support of others as well.  Rescue 
truly does “take a village” – if you are 
interested in supporting the bullies of 
Southern California Bulldog Rescue, 
visit www.socalbulldogrescue.org for 
more information.

Tony Mendoza announced today 
that Congresswoman Linda Sanchez 
has endorsed his campaign for State 
Senate.  Congresswoman Sanchez joins 
Congresswomen Grace Napolitano and 
Janice Hahn in endorsing Mendoza.

Congresswoman Sanchez was 
elected to the serve in House of Rep-
resentatives in 2003. She was the first 
Latina to serve on the House Judiciary 
Committee and the powerful Ways and 
Means Committee. 

Currently, Congresswoman San-
chez is the ranking member on the 
House Ethics Committee, where she 
helps Members of Congress and their 
staffs maintain the standards of con-
duct outlined in the rules of the House 
of Representatives. Her role on this 
Committee helps guarantee that the 
American people can have faith and 
confidence in their elected leaders.

“Tony's record of public service - 
as a teacher, Councilmember, Mayor, 
and State Assemblymember - has dem-
onstrated his commitment to doing 
right by working-class families,” said 
Congresswoman Sanchez. “I'm con-
fident Tony will continue to fight for 
the goals that matter most to our com-
munities like creating jobs, improving 
our schools, and keeping our neighbor-

Congresswoman Linda Sanchez 
Endorses Tony Mendoza for State Senate

hoods safe.  I enthusiastically endorse 
his campaign and look forward to col-
laborating with him as a member of the 
California State Senate.” 

“Congresswoman Sanchez is a 
trailblazer in the Congress of the Unit-
ed States,” said Mendoza. As the first 
Latina to serve on the House Judiciary 
and Ways and Means Committees, and 
as co-founder of the Labor and Work-
ing Families Caucus, Congresswoman 
Sanchez is an inspiration to the youth 
of our district. As the ranking member 
of the House Ethics Committee, her en-
dorsement is extra special to me. I look 
forward to working with her on behalf 
of our constituents when I return to the 
legislature.   

  Sanchez joins a prominent list of 
supporters endorsing Mendoza which 
includes Congresswoman Grace Na-
politano, Congresswoman Janice Hahn, 
State Senate President Pro Tem Darrell 
Steinberg, President Pro Tem Designee 
Kevin De Leon, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Tom Torlak-
son, State Insurance Commissioner 
Dave Jones as well as several Mayors, 
Councilmembers, Community College 
Trustees, School Board Members and 
Water Board Directors from through-
out the 32nd State Senatorial District.

Hawaiian Gardens & Cerritos Chamber to Host
LA County Sheriff Candidates Forum 

Candidates for Los Angeles Coun-
ty Sheriff have been invited to a can-
didates forum, sponsored by the Cer-
ritos Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and hosted by the City of Hawaiian 
Gardens. The event will take place on 
April 23 at 7 p.m. in the Hawaiian Gar-
dens City Council Chambers.

“This is an important contest for 
our city and the region,” said Hawaiian 
Gardens Mayor Reynaldo Rodriguez. 
“Public safety is an issue that impacts 
every community, and we look forward 
to hearing each candidate’s plan on 
continuing to keep our neighborhoods 
safe.”

To date, the following candidates 
have confirmed their attendance: Pat-
rick Gomez, James Hellmold, Bob Ol-
msted, Todd Rogers, Paul Tanaka and 

Lou Vince.
“We are proud to partner with the 

City of Hawaiian Gardens for this im-
portant forum,” said Julia Emerson, 
Board President of the Cerritos Region-
al Chamber of Commerce. “The local 
business community and residents need 
to know where each candidate stands on 
how they will continue to police this im-
portant region.”

The event is free and open to the 
public and will be held at the City of 
Hawaiian Gardens Council Chamber, 
21815 Pioneer Boulevard, Hawaiian 
Gardens, CA 90706.

For more information, please con-
tact Scott Smith, Executive Director 
of the Cerritos Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, at (562) 467-0800 or at 
scott@cerritos.org.

Corpsman Ralph Banchstubbs, Meritorious Sailor from the 1st Combat Engineer Bat-
talion, who is stationed at Camp Pendleton, receives a Cerritos city proclamation from 
Mayor Mark Pulido for his service to our country. He recently returned from duty in 
Afghanistan. Attending the recognition were: Former Mayor Jim Edwards, Connie Ed-
wards, Former Mayor Sherman Kappe, Councilman George Ray, Samantha Bunchstubbs, 
Corpsman Bunchstubbs (U.S. Navy), Mayor Mark Pulido, Laurie Forward, David For-
ward (hosts) and Mary Ann Tierheimer, members of the 1st CEB Adoption Committee.

1st CEB Meritorious Sailor Recognized
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MICHAEL S. FIELDS

Representing seriously 
injured people since 1969.

Kaiser malpractice 
claims accepted.

f

A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W

11746 EAST 187TH STREET 
ARTESIA, CA  90701        

(TEL) 562-860-6601   
(FAX) 562-865-2595

Alma del Sur
Wine Tasting Fundraiser
Featuring wines from Brazil, Peru & Argentina

All donations are tax deductible as allowed by law and go to help Su Casa provide 
services for victims and survivors of domestic violence and child abuse.

Su Casa, 3840 Woodruff Ave, Suite 203, Long Beach, CA 90808     562-421-6537
Tickets are payable at the door, but please RSVP to reserve your spot by April 15.


