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  INSIDE

Leal Performs ‘Lion King Jr.’

On May 4-7, Leal Elementary students performed “Lion King Jr.” at Whiney High School. Leal is a per-
forming arts magnet school, which produces a musical every year - organized by the Leal Elementary Arts 
Program (LEAP). LEAP raises funds through, among others, high quality after-school classes and summer 
program. In addition to the spring musical, LEAP also offers art and theater classes to every student during 
regular school hours, and cultural experiences throughout the year.                       More photos on Page 6.    
                    

By Jerry Bernstein

The Cerritos City Council 
held its second budget session 
May 17 with Budget Manager 
Ryan Carey reporting that the 
city has an operating budget 
of $93 million combined with 
the total capitol improvement 
budget of $12 million giving 
a total budget of $105.2 mil-
lion. He said revenue for the 
coming year is projected at 
approximately $106 million, 
leaving the city with an operat-
ing surplus of about $800,000 
for the 2017-18 fiscal year.

Carey said the most signifi-
cant source of the new revenue 
is the result of the agreement 
with the State Department of 
Finance concerning Cerritos’ 
Redevelopment Agency. He 
said the first installment will 
total approximately $2.2 mil-
lion and will be received in the 
new fiscal year.

He said sales tax contin-
ues to be a primary source of 
revenue with an anticipated 
increase of $1.3 million. New 
funds from Measure M that was 
approved last November and 
R&A Funds total $950,000, 
that will be restricted for street 
and structural projects. And a 
future sale of property for $3.3  

Cerritos Council Reviews 
$105.2 Million Budget

million is included in the bud-
get as well.

New sources of income in-
clude the renovation of Plaza 
183, which will include two 
new restaurants currently un-
der construction, along with 
the opening of Islands in the 
Cerritos Towne Center. 

In his report to the council, 
Ryan said Cerritos ranks 40 
out of 539 cities in total sales 
tax collected.

In reviewing specific items 
which the previous council 
recommended be cut, the City 
Council voted to retain the fol-
lowing commissions: Parks 
and Recreation Fine Arts and 
Historical and Economic De-
velopment, as well as the Safe-
ty Committee and Let Freedom 
Ring Committee. The Council 
also voted to not cut contribu-
tions to various community 
groups by 25 percent.

In the coming year, the 
city will not be eliminating 
certain special events as rec-
ommended by the previous 
council, such as the Festival 
of Friendship, Memorial Day 
Ceremony, Veterans Day Cer-
emony, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Ceremony, etc.

Councilmember Tony Lima Hosts  
Dinner at Old Fire Station 30 

Invited guests at the May 19 dinner included: (l to r) Betty Lou Ormonde; Winston Liu, W&W Land De-
sign Consultant; Manu Patel; Marie Uttecht; Barbara Applebury, president of the Artesia Historical Society; 
Councilmember Tony Lima; Sug Kitahara; Pete Ochoa; Michael Kodama, Executive Director of Eco-Rapid 
Transit; and Betsy Lee, Vice President/Partner of Cornerstone Artesia Development. After dinner, Applebury 
gave all the honored guests a very informative tour of the Old Fire Station 30. 

Charges of Harassment, Voter Intimidation 
Leveled at Artesia Councilmembers
Guest Writer

Charges of harassment and 
intimidation have been leveled 
against two of the three coun-
cil members subject to a recall 
– Mayor Ali Taj and Council-
man Victor Manalo. While 
Councilman Miguel Canales 
is also being recalled, charges 
of harassment were not lev-
eled against him.

Nearly 30 Artesia resi-
dents, angered over the coun-
cil’s lack of response to citi-
zens’ concerns and the traffic 
and safety issues related to the 
Pioneer Boulevard project, 
signed a “Notice of Intent” to 
start a recall process to remove 
Taj, Manalo and Canales from 
office.

“The community is be-
hind this recall. So many resi-
dents are angry over Pioneer 
Boulevard and the council’s 
refusal to listen to their con-
cerns,” said Rene Trevino, a 
former Parks and Recreation 
Commissioner who has spent 
over a year trying to convince 
the council to hold town hall 
meetings to answer questions, 
but they refused.

Mayor Taj, Manalo, and 
Canales were served with re-
call papers on the May 15 and 
spent the next seven days go-
ing door to door in a desper-
ate attempt to push people to 
change their minds.  Some of 
the proponents of the recall 
said that Taj and Manalo re-
sorted to lies and intimidation 

to convince them to remove 
their signatures.

“They came to my door 
during dinner,” said one 
proponent who declined to 
give his name. “I know what 
they’ve done badly and failed 
to do as our elected officials, 

        See  Harassment Charges Page 5
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SCHOOL NEWS

And many more!

Next School 
Board Meeting:
June 6   •   7 p.m.

District Office 
16700 Norwalk Blvd. 
Cerritos, CA 90703

The ABC Into the Sum-
mer Fun Run 2017 is four 
weeks away and already hun-
dreds of registered Fun Run 
participants are gearing up for 
close competition not just for 
best times, but for largest and 
best costumed teams!  

Teams are forming from 
both ABC schools and local 
community firms.  Sponsored 
by the ABC Education Foun-
dation, this year’s Fun Run 
will be held at the Los Cerritos 
Center on June 17 and features 
a 5K run/walk starting at 7:30 
a.m.; a 2K run/walk at 8:15 
a.m. and a Kid’s Run starting 
at 9:00 a.m.  

Everyone who participates 
will receive medals. Trophies 
for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place finishers 
by age/gender categories and 
Best Team Perpetual trophies 
will be awarded. Fifty spon-
sors have already committed 
to support this event.

“So far, there are 26 teams 
signed up from the ABC com-
munity with Nixon Jammin 
Jaguars from Nixon Acad-
emy in the lead followed 
by the Gonsalves Grizzlies 
from Gonsalves Elementary 
School,” stated the Education 
Foundation’s Fun Run Co-
Chair and Board President, 
Heather Summers. “Commu-
nity/business teams who are 
in the lead include LBS Finan-
cial Credit Union and Brown-
ing Automotive, both of which 
are also major sponsors of the 
event.”

“Sponsors beginning at 
$100 for Family Sponsor; 
$500 for Community Sponsor; 
$1,000 for Friends of ABC Ed 
Foundation; $1,500 for Bronze 
Sponsor; $2,500 for Silver 
Sponsor; $5,000 for Gold 
Sponsor; $7,500 for Platinum 
Sponsor and $10,000 for Title 
Sponsor –and all are needed!” 
stressed Joseph Porter, ABC 
Education Foundation Board 
Chair.  “This is our fifth year 

ABC’s Summer Fun Run Set for 
June 17 at Los Cerritos Center

for the Fun Run and we hope 
to raise more money than ever 
for ABCUSD schools.”

 The Fun Run proceeds en-
sure the Foundation’s annual 
grants for innovative teacher 
projects can happen each year. 
Nearly $28,000 in grants were 
provided to ABCUSD schools 
at a January event from last 
year’s Fun Run proceeds.

School and community 
teams are encouraged to come 
up with clever names and cos-
tumes. To register, visit the 
website abcsummerfunrun.org 
and select Registration. You 
will be directed to the Race-
wire registration site.   Creat-
ing a team is easy; just follow 
the online steps in the registra-
tion process. 

Registration prices go up 
on June 1. A Wellness Fair 
from 7 to 10 a.m. will provide 
free health, physical and dental 
screenings, wellness informa-
tion and fun activities, including 
a stage featuring ABC students 
will provide non-stop fun.

The ABC Education Foun-
dation is the fundraising arm 
for the ABC Unified School 
District.  For more information 
on the ABC Education Foun-
dation or how to participate as 
a Fun Run Sponsor, contact 
Heather Summers at (714) 
270-2570.
About the ABC 
Education Foundation

The ABC Education Foun-
dation was founded in Febru-
ary 2012 to support district 
programs in jeopardy due to 
budget cuts. Since its incep-
tion, the Foundation has fund-
ed over $260,000 in programs 
for ABC schools, the majority 
given to schools through an an-
nual grant program as well as 
their annual school backpack 
initiative. The Foundation also 
helped secure over $3.5 mil-
lion in additional grants for the 
district over the last several 
years. 

Gahr High School Principal Dr. Crechena Wise was recognized by Super-
intendent Dr. Mary Sieu and the ABC Board of Education and at its May 
16 meeting for completing her Doctorate Program at USC. With Dr. Wise 
are members of her family.

Gahr High School Principal
Earns Doctorate Degree

There was standing room only at the ABC Board of Education May 16 
meeting as school staff and supporters of the 16 schools were recognized 
by the Board as 2016 California Honor Roll Schools. Elementary Schools 
were Bragg, Burbank, Carver, Cerritos, Elliott, Gonsalves, Leal, and Nix-
on. Middle Schools included Haskell, Ross and Tetzlaff. High schools in-
cluded Cerritos, Gahr and Whitney. Above are members of Haskell Middle 
School staff with members of the Board of Education and Superintendent 
Dr. Mary Sieu.

16 Schools Desiginated 
as 2016 California 
Honor Roll Schools
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ARTESIA:                                          
Memorial Day Ceremony 
Thursday, May 25  •  4:30 p.m.    
Artesia Park Veterans Memorial  
Honor the men and women of the  
armed forces who are no longer with us.

Pioneer Days Parade 
Saturday, June 10 
Decorate your bikes, wagons, carts, pets and vehicles! 
Be part of a New Tradition! The parade will begin at 8 
a.m. All entries must be checked in at the staging area 
between 7 & 7:30 (the parking lot at the new Pioneer 
Cash and Carry, 11700 183rd St.) The parade will start 
at Pioneer and 183rd, travel down Pioneer to 187th, 
then to Artesia Park with activities for kids and families.

CERRITOS
Memorial Day Ceremony 
Monday, May 29  •  10 a.m.   Civic Center 
Honor those who have given the ultimate sacrifice  
while defending our nation’s freedom. 
 
HAWAIIAN GARDENS
Memorial Day Ceremony 
Monday, May 29 • C. Robert Lee Activity Center   
C. Robert Lee Activitiy Center 
 
LA PALMA
Memorial Day Ceremony 
Monday, May 29 •  City Hall at the Eternal Flame 
Music begins at 9:15 a.m. and Ceremony at 9:30 a.m. 
If you are resident of La Palma and military veteran, 
please contact the City to reserve special seating.  

Family Owned 
Since 1958

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
24-Hour Service

Drains and Sewers Cleaned  
Copper Repiping  •  Furnaces  
Water Heaters  •  Air Conditioning  
Water Piping  •  Disposals 
Hydrojetting Leak Detecting 
Water Softeners 

11661 Firestone Blvd., Norwalk, CA 90650
laplumber.com

 

The City of Cerritos was 
recently honored with four 
STAR Awards from the States 
of California and Nevada Na-
tional Association of Tele-
communications Officers and 
Advisors (SCAN/NATOA) 
for its Cerritos TV3 program-
ming. The STAR Awards rec-
ognize excellence in govern-
ment programming in Califor-
nia and Nevada.

The City won first place 
for its Cerritos 60th Anniver-
sary video in the Documentary 
– Profile Under $400K cat-
egory, and third place in the 
Public Safety Under $400K 
category for its Pedestrian 
Safety video. 

Video coverage of the Es-
tampas Porteñas Tango Com-
pany at the Cerritos Center for 
the Performing Arts (CCPA) 
garnered first place in the Per-

For more information, call (562) 865-8101

Memorial Day  
Ceremony 

City of Cerritos

Monday, May 29, 2017 
Prelude Music 9:45 a.m.  
Formal Ceremony 10 a.m. 

�e community is invited to a�end the 
City of Cerritos’ Memorial Day ceremony.

Cerritos Civic Center

forming Arts category. The 
City’s TV3 Community Bulle-
tin Board, which provides pub-
lic service announcements to 
residents, won second place. 

“The City of Cerritos has 
once again shown its excellence 
in its TV3 programming,” re-
marked Cerritos Mayor Grace 
Hu. “We are honored to re-
ceive these awards from such 
a prestigious and competitive 
awards program.”

SCAN/NATOA is a non-
profit professional organiza-
tion serving local governments 
and regional authorities in the 
development, regulation and 
administration of cable fran-
chises and other telecommuni-
cations systems.

Cerritos TV3 is the city's 
government access cable 
channel, which is cablecast in 
Cerritos on Charter Commu-

Cerritos Wins Awards for Cerritos TV3 Programming

Cerritos Korean War Veterans recently participated in a ceremony honoring them, sponsored by Pastor So 
Kang Sak from the Sae Eden Church in the Republic of Korea. Cerritos and adjacent city veterans visited 
South Korea in 1910 as guests of the church with all expenses paid. The church has been inviting veterans to 
the Republic of Korean since 2007.The pastor  visited Cerritos as part of his trip to the nation’s capital. 

Reunion of Cerritos Korean Veterans Held

nications and Frontier Com-
munications’ cable television 
services. 

The channel is also 
streamed over the City’s web-
site, cerritos.us. Cerritos TV3 
provides live coverage of Cer-
ritos City Council meetings, 
Planning Commission, Fine 
Arts and Historical Commis-
sion, Property Preservation 
Commission, Parks and Rec-
reation Commission and Eco-
nomic Development Commis-
sion meetings. 

Cerritos TV3 also broad-
casts videos of City events, 
CCPA concerts and a variety 
of educational programming 
such as fitness, cooking, health, 
literature and newsmagazine 
shows. For more information 
about Cerritos TV3, call the 
City’s Communications Divi-
sion at (562) 916-1320.

The Cerritos City Council recently presented a proclamation in recogni-
tion of Arthritis Awareness Month. Arthritis is the nation’s leading cause 
of disability, affecting more than 50 million Americans. The number is 
expected to climb to 67 million by 2030. However, early diagnosis and 
appropriate management can help decrease pain and improve quality of 
life. Accepting the proclamation from Cerritos Mayor Grace Hu and Coun-
cil members was Cerritos resident Tobi Balma, whose 8-year-old grand-
daughter is afflicted with arthritis.

Cerritos City Council Recognizes 
Arthritis Awareness Month

Registration for the sum-
mer 2017 College for Youth 
program is now open at Cer-
ritos College. Classes begin 
June 19 and continue through 
Aug. 11.

The College for Youth 
program offers classes for 
children, first through 12th 
grade in math, writing, SAT, 
computer technology, cook-
ing, music, art, and sports. The 
most popular classes include 
video game design, mobile 
app development, powerhouse 
writing, CSI (crime scene in-

College for Youth Program Offers 
New Classes at Cerritos College 

 vestigators), swimming, and 
tennis. Newly added for this 
year are STEAM inventions, 
Mathcraft: using Minecraft to 
learn math), mobile filmmak-
ing, planetary science, kitchen 
chemistry, and ceramics.

Educational classes of-
fered through this program 
will get children excited about 
learning and familiar with a 
college campus.

There are four, two-week 
sessions that run through the 
summer, Monday - Friday, and 
all classes are age appropriate. 

Classes begin at 8 a.m., 10 
a.m., 1 p.m. or 3 p.m. Students 
can attend one or two classes, 
or stay all day and enjoy four 
different classes. Supervised 
lunch break is offered free and 
extended child care is avail-
able.  

View class schedule: 
https://cerritos.augusoft.net/
customers/CC/files/80_CE_
shedule_web.pdf

For more information 
about classes or to register, go 
to www.cerritoscommunityed.
com or call (562) 467-5050. 
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What’s Happening in Cerritos?

By Jerry Bernstein

Haste Makes Waste When 
Walking Down Memory Lane

Honor Military Personnel Who Gave Their Lives

By Melinda Kimsey

•  Letters must be no more 
than 200 words, typed and 
double spaced or sent elec-
tronically. 
•  Letters must be signed by 
the author and must include 
the author’s address and 
phone number.

My FRIEND FROM 
FRUITCAKE, FLORIDA sat 
quietly for several minutes. 
He had recently returned from 
a visit to Fruitcake.

Finally I asked,” Is some-
thing troubling you? You seem 
perplexed.”

He looked up and replied, 
“Now that you asked...”

I sat back in my chair and 
waited. Finally he said, “At 
the last Fruitcake City Council 
meeting, the council discussed 
whether it should close the 
city’s museum and either sell 
the property or lease it out.”

He paused for a moment. 
“The museum building was 
constructed in the last 1870’s,” 
he said, “and was left to the city 
by one of our founding fathers. 
Fruitcake is a small town but 
in recent years it has grown.. 
The museum is located in the 
downtown area and sits just 
south of the city square.”

“So what’s the problem?” 
I asked.

“The building needs to 
be upgraded. When you enter 
it, you’re transported back in 
time to the late 19th century. 
We have vintage automobiles 
and gas pumps. In the early 
1930’s, gasoline was only 10 
cents a gallon. We  also have 
examples of the first lights de-
veloped by Thomas Edison, 
hand cranked record play-
ers, early television sets and 
more.”

“So?” I questioned.
“So,” he said, “some 

council members want to sell 
the artifacts and tear down the 
building replacing it with a 

new structure that will bring 
additional funds into the 
city.”

“Does Fruticake have a 
budget deficit?” I asked.

“Not now,” he replied. 
During the recession, the city 
had a problem but managed 
to stay in the black. However, 
some of the city council mem-
bers don’t appreciate Fruit-
cake’s history. However in-
stead of voting to close it, they 
asked for a complete inventory 
list and value of the artifacts 
and market value of the build-
ing and land it sits on.”

He paused for a moment, 
and I quickly asked if there 
has been any public support 
for upgrading the museum and 
retaining it. He said one of the 
council members said he had 
talked to Fruitcake residents 
while campaigning in the re-
cent council election, and very 
few support retaining it.”

“Interesting,“ I said. Do 
you think they represent the 
majority of the residents?” Be-
fore he could answer, I asked, 
“How much funding does the 
city allocate for the museum’s 
operation?”

“Very little,” he answered, 
“It currently is financed by 
grants. I believe it has approxi-
mately $250,000 in the bank.” 
adding, “I’m a firm believer in 
keeping the museum provid-
ing the city can afford it, but 
mostly to provide our young-
sters the opportunity to see for 
themselves what the early au-
tomobiles radio sets were like. 
Why, I bet most don’t even 
know what a crystal radio set 
or the first recording machine 
was like.”

“I know,” I responded. “I 
can remember cranking up my 
grandmother’s record player.” 

We sat in silence for a 
few minutes. Finally he got 
up from his chair, “Thanks for 
going down memory lane with 
me, I feel much better.”

“No problem, I answered. 
I feel better myself.”

By Brad Beach

The jacaranda trees are in 
full bloom on my street and 
throughout much of Cerritos.  
Although their roots push 
up the sidewalks and they 
drop a lot of blooms, they 
sure are beautiful this time of 
year. Consider talking a walk 
through your neighborhood 
and take it all in. Cerritos re-
mains a Tree City USA and 
sure is a pretty place to live.

The Cerritos City Coun-
cil recently met to discuss the 
budget and decided to keep all 
the current Commissions and 
Committees. Today, at the 
City Council meeting, new 
appointments will be recom-
mended. They also voted to 
bring the calendar back and 
make them available to all 
residents. 

The State of the City lun-
cheon is today, and we should 
learn a lot more about our eco-
nomic future. The last forecast 
I saw suggested we are on our 
way to a record number of car 
sales at the Auto Mall, and we 
have fantastic sales tax rev-
enue from the our numerous 
shopping centers.

Speaking about sales tax 
revenue, we sure do sell a lot 
of hamburgers in Cerritos. 
The debate remains who has 
the best hamburger between 
In and Out Burger, Five Guys 
and the Habit. There was a 
poll on the Facebook Cerritos 
Neighborhood Group page, 
and In and Out was the clear 
winner with 91 of the 143 
votes cast.  

I like them all for different 
reasons, but voted for In and 
Out. If you are on Facebook 
and haven't joined this group, 
I totally recommend it. The 
group is really good at keep-
ing residents informed about 
crime in our city and upcom-
ing events.

Property crime is up ap-
proximately 20 percent in 
Los Angeles County, and we 
are being targeted hard. Se-
cure your homes and vehicles 
parked in the driveway over-
night. Also, please consider a 
home alarm and a video moni-
toring system to keep crimi-
nals away.  

A recent home was bur-
glarized near Bingham and 
Alburtis streets and deputies 
attempted to arrest the sus-
pects. A pursuit followed to 
Lynwood, and one adult and 
two juveniles were arrested.  
The Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department has cre-
ated an elite detail that is fo-
cusing on the “knock, knock 
burglars.” 

You may have seen peo-
ple striking at the AT&T store 

in the Town Center, and to 
my understanding, it involves 
contract negotiations and jobs 
moving oversees. I wish them 
luck on reaching a resolution.

The Cerritos Hornet foot-
ball league is hosting camps 
on every Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Sports Complex if you are 
interested. Please visit www.
cerritoshornets.org if you are.  

The Cerritos-Artesia 
United Methodist Church is 
hosting the 1st annual Rubik’s 
Cube competition on May 27. 
This competition is sponsored 
by A Place For All Pieces, 
which is a non-profit autism 
support group and the World 
Cubing Association. Local 
resident Max Park is the world 
record holder for completing 
the 3X3 Rubik's cube in the 
fastest time ever. There was 
no time for the event listed, 
but I hear the venue is already 
overbooked and they have a 
waiting list to enter.

The Memorial Day Cer-
emony will be on Monday, 
May 29 at the Civic Center 
at 10 a.m. It is a wonderful 
event, and I encourage every-
one to attend to pay respect to 
our fallen. 

The ABC Fun Run is set 
for Saturday, June 17. The 
5K run starts at 7:30 a.m., the 
2K walk at 8:15 a.m. and the 
kids’ run at 9 a.m. They have 
all kinds of events after the 
races, and it is a great day for 
the family.

Be safe and enjoy Cerritos!

Greetings Friends 
and Neighbors,

Well, it has been quite 
a week! And the upcoming 
weeks are going to be filled 
with lots of community activi-
ties. There are several events 
celebrating Memorial Day 
with the focus on community 
participation and honoring the 
military personnel who have 
given their lives in service to 
our country. 

I just read somewhere that 
the custom of placing coins 
on the grave of fallen heroes 
goes back centuries. Leav-
ing a penny means that you 
paid a solider friend a visit. 
A nickel means that you and 
your fallen soldier buddy both 
went to the same boot camp 
or some other military train-
ing together. A dime means 

you served together. A quarter 
means that you were present 
when that soldier died. So, if 
like me, you have friends and 
loved ones close by, feel free 
to leave a coin on their head-
stone. Many cemeteries have 
the rank of the deceased on 
head stones.

The “Lion King Jr.,” per-
formed by the students at Leal 
Elementary and performed at 
Whitney High School, was be-
yond fabulous! The costumes, 
the makeup, the singing, the 
acting, all very professional 
and a real treat for the audi-
ence. Congratulations to ev-
eryone involved – the parents, 
the performers, and the back-
stage crew. Well done and I 
can’t wait until next year to 
see what the new and fantastic 
show will be! 

Also, a big congrats to the 
Carmenita Middle School for 
their exciting track meet win! 
We are going to hear from the 
Cougars on a regular basis and 
isn’t that great. The Cougars 
are doing so many great things 
at their school. Great school! 
Great district!

Now on to the City of Cer-
ritos. The city has a balanced 
budget! The council brought 
back the commissions and 

committees. Good! And the 
city calendar. Good! And the 
city won a very nice award for 
TV3. Good! 

Also, the summer con-
certs are right around the cor-
ner. Yeah! Lots of people en-
joy the evening of music, fel-
lowship, and the great food. 
The Gadabouts always have 
yummy food and deserts at a 
very reasonable price, so no 
need to cook. 

I would like to thank all 
of our guest writers, as they 
bring a nice perspective on 
events and let us know about 
restaurants and new places to 
visit. Also, a big thank you to 
Councilmember Tony Lima 
from the city of Artesia for in-
viting me to the historical Old 
Fire Station #30 where we had 
a very delicious lasagna din-
ner, served by the ladies from 
the Historical Society. I had 
the opportunity to dine with 
some old friends and make 
some new friends. We had a 
nice tour of the Fire Station 
by Barbara Applebury, presi-
dent of the Historical Society.

Well, it’s almost the end 
of the school year, and that 
means the ABC Fun Run is 
almost here. Don’t miss it. 

As always, Happy Trails!

Dear Editor,

Last week it was brought 
to my attention that Mr. Rene 
Trevino was being accused 
of forging my grandfather, 
Roger Butt’s signature on the 
recall petition for the City of 
Artesia. This letter is to veri-
fy that Mr. Trevino did NOT 
sign my grandfather’s name. 

I know Rene Trevino to 
be a kindhearted man. His in-
tentions are always to better 
the things he is involved in, 
even when faced with hard-
ships. 

I do apologize for any 
harsh words I have said about 
the petition recall. At the 

time, I was frustrated with the 
thought that I may have been 
intentionally betrayed by a 
friend. 

           Amanda Farmer



       May 25, 2017                                                                                          Page 5LOCAL NEWS

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Didn't Have That "Green Thing" in Earlier Days 
Author Unknown 

 Checking out at the store, a young cashier suggested to the much older lady that she should bring her own 
grocery bags, because plastic bags are not good for the environment.  The woman apologized to the young girl and 
explained, "We didn't have this 'green thing' back in my earlier days." 
 The young clerk responded, "That's our problem today.  Your generation did not care enough to save our 
environment for future generations." 
 The older lady said that "she was right--our generation didn't have the 'green thing' in its day." The older lady 
went on to explain:  "Back then, we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer bottles to the store.  The store sent 
them back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over.  So 
they really were recycled.  But we didn't have the 'green thing' back in our day." 
 "Grocery stores bagged our groceries in brown paper bags that we reused for numerous things.  Most 
memorable, besides household garbage bags, was the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our school 
books.  This was to ensure that public property (the books provided for our use by the school) was not defaced by 
our scribblings.  Then we were able to personalize our books on the brown paper bags.  But, too bad we didn't do 
the 'green thing' back then." 
 "We walked up stairs because we didn't have escalators in every store and office building.  We walked to the 
grocery store and didn't climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go two blocks.  But you are 
right.  We didn't have the 'green thing' in our day." 
 "Back then we washed the baby's diapers because we didn't have the throw away kind.  We dried clothes on 
a line, not in an energy-gobbling machine burning up 220 volts.  Wind and solar power really did dry our clothes 
back in our early days.  Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new 
clothing.  But young lady you are right, we didn't have the 'green thing' back in our day." 
 "Back then we had one TV or radio in the house----not a TV in every room.  And the TV had a small screen 
the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of the state of Montana.  In the kitchen we 
blended and stirred by hand because we didn't have electric machines to do everything for us.  When we packaged 
a fragile item to send in the mail, we used wadded up old newspapers to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble 
wrap.  Back then we didn't fire up an engine and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn.  We used a push mower that ran 
on human power.  We exercised by working, so we didn't need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that 
operate on electricity."   
 "Back then people took the streetcar or bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead of turning 
their moms into a 24-hour taxi service in the family's $45,000 SUV or van, which cost what a whole house did 
before the 'green thing.'  We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen 
appliances.  And we didn't need a computerized gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out 
in space in order to find the nearest burger joint." 
 "Isn't it sad that the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just because we didn't have 
the 'green thing' back then?  We don't like being old in the first place, so it doesn't take must to upset us, especially 
from and young person who can't make change without the cash register telling them how much." 
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Save the Date! 
Saturday, June 3, 2017 - 10:00 am to 11:30 am                                                                       Old Fire Station #30 
 
Meet editors/authors Veronica Little Bloomfield and Veronica Elizabeth Bloomfield as they discuss their book 
Images of America-Artesia 1875-1975, which is a pictorial history of the community of Artesia utilizing 
photographs and information compiled by Albert O. Little.  Following their remarks there will be an opportunity for 
the audience to present questions to either or both editors/authors.  If you have a copy of the book be sure and 
bring it to be signed.  If you don't already have a book, copies will be available for purchase.  Light refreshments will 
be served.  Admission is free, but donation to the Artesia Historical Society will be appreciated.  Please RSVP to 
Barbara Applebury, (562) 865-3107. 
 
 
Saturday, September 16, 2017                                                                       Albert O. Little Community Center 
 
Please plan to join us for our 14th annual gala fundraiser, where we will honor those who have served in our 
Armed Forces over the years.  This event is always a community highlight and sells out quickly, so make your 
plans now to attend. 
 

 

   Saturday, June 3, 2017   10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
Old Fire Station #30

Meet editors/authors Veronica Little Bloomfield and Veronica Elizabeth 
Bloomfield as they discuss their book Images of America-Artesia 1875-1975, 
which is a pictorial history of the community of Artesia utilizing photographs 
and information compiled by Albert O. Little. Following their remarks there 
will be an opportunity for the audience to present questions to either or both 
editors/authors. If you have a copy of the book be sure and bring it to be 
signed. If you don't already have a book, copies will be available for pur-
chase. Light refreshments will be served. Admission is free, but donation to 
the Artesia Historical Society will be appreciated. Please RSVP to Barbara 
Applebury, (562) 865-3107.

Saturday, Sept. 16, 2017  
Albert O. Little Community Center

Please plan to join us for our 14th annual gala fundraiser, where we will 
honor those who have served in our Armed Forces over the years. This 
event is always a community highlight and sells out quickly, so make your 
plans now to attend.

Save the Dates!

LA County Library is forgiving your 
overdue fines during the month of May.

Enjoy the library again!

Simply bring back 
your overdue materials

in May 2017*.

Questions? Check with your librarian or
visit our website for more details. 

colapublib.org/forgivefines
@LACountyLibrary
#FineForgiveness

*Accrued fines will also be waived for already-returned materials - just visit the
circulation desk. There is no reimbursement for previously paid fines. 

For ADA accommodation, call Monday-Friday 562-940-8462 (voice) or 562-940-8477 (TTY).

     Artesia Town Hall Meeting
Please join Los Angeles 

County Sheriff Jim McDon-
nell, Artesia Mayor Ali Taj 
and several others at Arte-
sia's upcoming Town Hall 
meeting. The Sheriff will 
address increases in crime 
the past few years and leg-
islative changes that have 
contibuted to them.  He will 
also speak about sanctuary 
cities.

June 6, 2017
5:00  p.m.

Artesia Community 
Center

18750 Clarkdale Ave
Artesia, CA 90701

Contact Information: 
Knapp, Gregory R. 
Lakewood Station 

562-623-3500 
GRKnapp@lasd.org

By Edna Ethington

Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club 
celebrated its 19th Anniversa-
ry on Saturday, April 29,2017 
at the Cerritos Senior Center 
with a catered lunch and en-
tertainment provided by its 
own members. The club was 
originally founded in April of 
1998 by Bennie Cabalona and 
Fely Fagaragan, who served as 
the club’s first President and 
Vice-President. They wanted 
to foster the friendship and 
the Hawaiian Spirit of Aloha 

in the city of Cerritos and are 
still active in the club.   The 
club has continued to grow 
and currently has a current 
membership of 170 men and 
women.  

Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club 
is a non-profit social club 
where former residents of Ha-
waii, residents of Cerritos, and 
residents of other cities who 
are interested in Hawaiian 
culture meet bi-monthly at the 
Cerritos Senior Center.  Mem-
bership in Da’ Hawaii Seniors 
Club is closed for 2017, but 

membership applications for 
2018 for residents of Cerritos 
will be accepted starting on 
October 1, 2017. 

Applications from resi-
dents of other cities will be 
accepted at a later date and 
kept on a waiting list until 
openings are available.  The 
membership fee for Da’ Ha-
waii Seniors Club for 2018 is 
$20.00. 

Interested parties may 
send inquiries to Carol Roxas 
at dhscmembership@gmail.
com.

New Purple shirts Over 60 members of Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club ordered the club’s new purple shirts and 19 of 
them proudly wore the shirts to the club’s meeting at Cerritos Senior Center on May 11, 2017.

Da’ Hawaii Seniors Club 
Celebrates Its 19th Anniversary

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:
   www.gatewayguardiannews.com

Read The Paper Online!

The City of Cerritos in-
vites the community to attend 
a Memorial Day Ceremony 
on Monday, May 29 at 10 
a.m. near the Cerritos Veter-
ans Memorial in the Cerritos 
Civic Center.

The event honors mem-
bers of the United States 
armed forces who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice while 
defending our nation’s free-
dom.

The Memorial Day Cere-

mony will begin with prelude 
music performed by the Cerri-
tos College Community Band 
at 9:45 a.m. The ceremony 
will include a presentation of 
colors, comments by the City 
Council, laying of wreaths, 
and a moment of silence. Light 
refreshments will be served 
following the ceremony.

For more information, 
contact the Community Par-
ticipation Division at (562) 
865-8101.

Cerritos Memorial Day 
Ceremony Set for May 29

Navy Seal is Speaker 
at Cerritos Community 
Prayer Breakfast

Navy Seal Chad Williams, Keynote Speaker at the 2017 Cerritos Commu-
nity Prayer Breakfast on May 24, signs his book, Seal of God. He spoke 
about his goal of becoming a Navy Seal, some of his experiences along 
the way and how God influenced his journey in achieving his goal. He 
was joined by Prayer Breakfast Committee members Councilman Jim Ed-
wards, Julie Knabe, Anna Titus and Former  LA County Supervisor and 
emcee Don Knabe.                Full story will appear in the June 8 issue.

so when they started making 
wild claims about the recall, I 
told them to go away.”

Proponents Rebecca 
Vasquez and her husband are 
more upset with the coun-
cil now than they were when 
they first signed the letter after 
being bombarded with mul-
tiple phone calls, up to three 
per day beginning Friday and 
continuing through Sunday.

“The only thing [the 
council members] care about 
is for my husband and I to 
take our names off the recall; 
they’re not concerned for Ar-
tesia. They’re not even trying 
to address the concerns raised 
by the recall. I think they are 
trying to take advantage of 
people,” said Vasquez.

In retaliation for start-
ing the recall, false accusa-
tions of fraud were leveled at 
Trevino by council members 

and the Los Cerritos Com-
munity News. At issue was 
a signature on the Notice by 
Roger Butt.  Mr. Butt’s grand-
daughter, Amanda Farmer, 
a proponent signer who was 
pressured to remove her name 
by Taj and Manalo, has come 
forward to exonerate Rene 
Trevino of any wrongdoing.  
Farmer’s statement to this pa-
per appears in her Letter to the 
Editor. No formal or official 
charges were ever leveled at 
Trevino.

On May 22, the Artesia 
City Clerk notified recall pro-
ponents that enough signatures 
were “removed” by Mayor Taj 
and Manalo to disqualify the 
Notice of Recall. 

Proponents missed quali-
fying by just one signature, 
according to the City Clerk. 
Proponents of the recall will 
immediately refile.

Harassment Charges From Page 1
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The 8th grade girls from Whitney show off their trophy and were congratulated by 
Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu and Board Member Sophia Tse.

Jim Edwards recognizes Dr. Gary Smuts, 
who has been the Official Starter for the 
Track Meet every year since its incep-
tion 40 years ago.

ABC Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu, school coaches and student athletes celebrate Car-
menita’s victory at the Middle School Track Meet, sponsored by the Cerritos Optimist 
Club, at Gahr High School on May 20.

Carmenita Wins Middle School Track Meet for 11th Straight Year 

Four runners from Haskell Middle School proudly wear 
the medallions they received  in various races.

The Ross Middle School Falcons display their medallions and relax after  
the final race at the Middle School Track Meet.

Carmenita Middle 
School won the 7th 
and 8th grade boys, 7th 
grade girls, and Overall 
Champion Trophy for 
the 11th straight year. 
They also received the 
Good Sportsmanship 
Award in Honor of 
Gina Mitskus, Track 
Coach/Teacher from 
Carmenita who recent-
ly passed away. The 
Cerritos Optimist Club 
has sponsored the Mid-
dle School Track Meet 
for the past 40 years.
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